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MP Kiz Johnson Tells
Graduating Class ‘Life
Is not a Stralght Line’
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MP Kiz Johnson Tells Graduatin
not a Straight Line
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The Lifelong Learning Unit (LLU) at
the University of the West Indies Five
Islands Campus held another gradu-
ation ceremony on Thursday for stu-
dents who have completed its short
courses that are at the core of its pro-
fessional development programme.

Many persons in the society have
turned to these courses as pathways
to charting new career goals and for
some it is also used as a springboard
for further training and development.
It was reported that this year, 605 stu-
dents participated in its professional
development courses. That is a signif-
icant achievement for the Unit and a
powerful sign of the appetite for life-
long learning in the country.

Delivering the feature address at the
at Thursday’s graduating exercises,
Minister of State, Kiz Johnson told
the graduating class that life is not a
straight line; that life presents peaks
and valleys similar to a heart monitor,
noting that when the monitor flat-lines,
this means that the person is dead.

“The peaks and valleys remind us
that life is filled with movement. There
are moments of joy and achievement,
but also disappointment, uncertainty

q Class ‘Life is

TSI

and setbacks. A perfectly flat line, a
frightening sign of trouble, is certainly
not the picture of life we want to see!
A perfectly flat line on a monitor
almost always means that you are
dead!
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“So, when your plans take an unex-
pected turn, and there are peaks and
valleys, it signals that you are alive
and that your journey has not ended.
Sometimes the detour becomes the
very path that leads you to your pur-
pose,” she emphasized.
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Minister of State Johnson used her
own story of pursuing a short course at
the university at a point when she was
experiencing a difficult period in her
corporate career. According to the cor-
porate executive, now parliamentar-
ian, that short course opened several
doors for her including being a lecture
at the LLU, to the Senate as an Inde-
pendent Senator and now a Member of
the House of Representatives.

“When I look back, I see a remark-
able thread: a difficult season in cor-
porate life; one short course; new op-
portunities in marketing; the privilege
of teaching at UWI; and the chance to
apply those lessons in public service.
None of it unfolded exactly as I had
planned. But each experience prepared
me for the next,” she declared.

The Lifelong Learning unit at the
UWI FIC is headed by Paula Lee as its

Executive Director. Hundreds of Anti-
gua and Barbuda residents have com-
pleted a wide range of short courses at
the Unit to assist them with their pro-
fessional development. These include
inmates of HM Prison who have suc-
cessfully participated in a programme
designed to equip them with the skills
necessary to function in a post-incar-
ceration world.
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Prime Minister Browne Makes the Case for Increased
Funding for Climate Resilience
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Climate Change

Prime Minister Gaston Browne

Prime Minister of Antigua and Bar-
buda, Gaston Browne, has met with
Executive Director of the Green Cli-
mate Fund (GCF), Mafalda Duarte,
and members of her team to explore
opportunities for increased climate
financing to support the country’s ad-
aptation, renewable energy and resil-
ience-building priorities.

The meeting, held on the margins
of COP31 in Antalya, focused on
how Antigua and Barbuda can better
leverage GCF resources to address its
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growing climate vulnerabilities while
advancing its transition towards re-
newable energy and reducing depen-
dence on fossil fuels.

Prime Minister Browne highlighted
the importance of securing financing
for climate-resilient housing, partic-
ularly for vulnerable households that
are disproportionately exposed to ex-
treme weather events. He emphasised
that GCF support could be instrumen-
tal in helping to provide safer, more
resilient homes for those most at risk.
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Coastal erosion was also raised as a
major concern, with the Prime Minis-
ter seeking assistance to support coast-
al protection and shoreline restoration
initiatives. He further highlighted the
need to strengthen the resilience of
critical national infrastructure, partic-
ularly the country’s seaport and air-
port, which are essential to tourism,
trade and economic development.

Discussions also explored opportu-
nities to mobilise additional resources
and develop a strategic programme of
activities that would enable Antigua
and Barbuda to accelerate its adapta-
tion measures, expand renewable en-
ergy development and strengthen its
overall climate resilience in the face of
the overshoot of the 1.5-degree target.

Prime Minister Browne underscored
the importance of accessible and sus-
tained climate financing for Small Is-
land Developing States, noting that
countries such as Antigua and Barbuda
face significant climate-related threats
and require meaningful international
partnerships and investments to pro-
tect our communities, infrastructure
and economies.

The engagement forms part of An-
tigua and Barbuda’s participation in
COP31 and its continued efforts to se-
cure financing and technical support to
advance national climate priorities and
build a more resilient and sustainable
future.
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Antigua and Barbuda Calls for Greater Investment in
Early Warning Systems For SIDS

increased international investment in
early warning systems, scientific re-
search and environmental monitoring
to strengthen the resilience of Small
Island Developing States (SIDS)
against the growing threats posed by
climate change.

The call was made by Prime Minister,
Gaston Browne during his remarks at a
high-level engagement on Early Warn-
ings for All, where he underscored the
importance of reliable forecasting,
timely information and effective di-
saster preparedness in protecting lives,
livelihoods and development gains.

The Prime Minister pointed to the
devastating impact of Hurricanes Irma
and Maria in 2017, which caused wide-
spread destruction across the Caribbe-
an, including the destruction of much
of Barbuda and the evacuation of its
entire population. He also referenced
the catastrophic impact of Hurricane
Melissa on Jamaica and neighbouring
countries last year, noting that these
experiences demonstrate the critical
importance of early warning systems
in reducing disaster risks.

With changing El Niflo and La Nina
conditions presenting additional chal-
lenges, PM Browne stressed that ac-
curate forecasting and preparedness
must remain a priority for vulnerable
island nations.

Antigua and Barbuda, he said, strong-
ly supports the United Nations Secre-
tary-General’s commitment to achiev-
ing Early Warnings for All by 2027
and is taking concrete steps towards
strengthening its national capacity.

The Prime Minister emphasised that

effective early warning systems re-
quire more than forecasting equipment
and communication networks. They
depend on reliable data, continuous
observation and systematic environ-
mental monitoring.

He highlighted significant gaps in
coastal and marine monitoring across
SIDS, particularly the lack of suffi-
cient long-term data on storm surges,
sea-level rise and changing coastal
conditions.

“We cannot adequately prepare for
risks that we are not consistently
measuring,” the Prime Minister stat-
ed, stressing that investments in early
warning systems must also support
sustained scientific research and envi-
ronmental monitoring.

vestment.
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The Antigua and Barbuda head of
government identified regional and
international institutions as important
partners in addressing these gaps, spe-
cifically highlighting the University of
the West Indies Centre of Excellence
for Oceanography and the Blue Econ-
omy, as well as the SIDS Centre of
Excellence and its Global Data Hub,
established under the Antigua and
Barbuda Agenda for SIDS.

He called for these institutions to
receive the necessary investment,
technology and sustained operational
support to strengthen scientific data
collection and regional monitoring ca-
pabilities.

The Prime Minister also urged in-
ternational development partners to
move beyond commitments and accel-
erate the delivery of climate financing
to vulnerable countries.

He maintained that financing must be
predictable, accessible and primarily
grant-based, with resources reaching
vulnerable countries before disasters
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occur. He further stressed that interna-
tional support must extend beyond the
2027 target to ensure that early warn-
ing systems remain operational, effec-
tive and accessible to all communities.
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Concluding his remarks, Mr. Browne
said the success of the global initiative
must be measured by its tangible im-
pact on vulnerable populations.
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Government Voices Concern Escalating Violence
among School Children

The government has expressed seri-
ous concern over recent reports of vi-
olence involving schoolchildren and
confrontations among young people.

Cabinet, the country’s highest exec-
utive authority, discussed the inci-
dents and pointed to the importance
of ensuring that disagreements and
disputes among students are resolved
through established and peaceful chan-
nels rather than through physical con-
frontation, intimidation or violence.

The Government is therefore appeal-
ing to students to exercise restraint,
respect one another and observe the
rules and procedures established by
schools and the wider community for
resolving disagreements. Parents and
guardians are also being urged to play
an active role in guiding their children,
reinforcing positive behaviour and dis-
couraging any involvement in violence.

Cabinet emphasised that disagreements
should never be allowed to escalate into
physical altercations that place the safe-
ty and well-being of students and others
at risk. Parents are encouraged to engage
constructively with school authorities
whenever conflicts arise and to support
efforts aimed at maintaining safe learn-
ing environments.

Cabinet...was advised that the Roy-
al Police Force of Antigua and Barbu-
da will be adopting a firm and uncom-
promising approach to incidents in-
volving youth violence. Individuals
found to have engaged in violent or
disruptive conduct will be subject to
appropriate enforcement action, in-
cluding being charged and brought
before the courts for offences such as
disturbing the peace, where applicable.

The Government wishes to make clear
that violence among young people will
not be treated as acceptable conduct.
While the authorities remain committed
to protecting children and supporting
their development, those who engage
in unlawful behaviour must understand
that their actions carry consequences.

Cabinet is calling on students, parents, and ensure that schools remain safe en-
teachers and the wider community to vironments in which children can learn,
work together to discourage violence, develop and achieve their full potential.
promote peaceful conflict resolution
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Dual Thresholds: A doorway to Antigua and Barbuda

By Jeremiah Toussaint

Dual thresholds, a door project repre-
senting one of the many attractions for
Art Week 2026 was officially unveiled
at the VC Bird International Airport on
Thursday. The initiative features 28 re-
claimed doors, repurposed as canvas-
es. Artists transformed each door into
original art pieces inspired by culture
and heritage.

Donielle Bird-Browne, senior devel-
opment manager at the Tourism Au-
thority stated that the initiative rep-
resents a belief that the team behind
Art Week upholds to be true; that
“showcasing our creative community
is an important part of how we share
our destination to the world.”

Bird-Browne noted that tourism is
not just about attracting people to our
shores, rather, “it is about given them
meaningful experiences where they
can make a connection to the people
and culture of Antigua and Barbuda.”

Artist Heather Doram, one of the pio-
neers behind the dual threshold initia-
tive expressed elation in seeing it come
to fruition. Doram says she has always
maintained that anything can be a can-
vas, further detailing the inspiration
behind the name, Dual Thresholds.

“I have always felt that art can be on
anything,” Doram says, “this exhibit is
significant because it is a metaphor.”
Doors are the thresholds to our homes.
The airport is the threshold of Anti-
gua and Barbuda. So, in a manner of
speaking, the doors, exhibited here are
welcoming visitors into our home An-
tigua and Barbuda.”

The Dual Threshold Exhibit can be
seen and admired by all who arrive
in Antigua and Barbuda through the
VC Bird International Airport. Many
doors each telling their unique stories
in a variety of themes, and it is not the
only exhibit that will be on display at
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Works of Student Artists Displayed at VC Bird International
Airport for Antigua and Barbuda Art Week

By Jeremiah Toussaint

Alongside the Dual Threshold Dis-
play, at the VC Bird International
Airport nine exceptional Works of
art can be spotted. Each canvas is an
original work by an Antiguan Student
as part of the Rising Stars of Art Stu-
dent Exhibition.

The Initiative, sponsored by Com-
munity First Credit Union, and Flow,
invited schools to submit original
works from their students, under the
theme, Rhythm in Colours.

On Thursday, 8 of the 9 students were
awarded This initiative is another
Key Event for Antigua and Barbu-
da Art Week and was sponsored by
Flow and Community First Credit
Union. The Awards were distributed
as follows:

The awardees in the 7-9 are:

» Ist Place - Meghan Goodman:
Mills Academy

» 2nd Place - Asher Wright:
Academy at

» Kaylee Monroe of the Mill Acade-
my in 3rd place

Mills

In the 10 to 12 categories:

» 1st Place - Savanna Hargrove: St
Anthony’s Secondary

» 2nd Place - Genesis
John’s Catholic

» 3rd Place - Hailey Warner: Post

Clark: St

*
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Millenia Academy
And in the 13 to 15

» 1Ist Place - Zoe Carter: Sir Novel
Richards Academy

» 2nd Place - Zender Joseph: St An-
thony claimed second

» 3rd Place - Joshua Alexander:
Irene B Williams
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In a powerful charge to the students,

Bird Browne admonished students to
persevere, saying, reminding them
that their work matters. “Keep exper-
imenting and discovering what you
can do,” Bird-Browne added “you
don’t need to know where your tal-
ents will take you, just give it room
to grow.”
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ABEMS Congratulates Courtney

Kellman on Ellevation

to Level 2 Shift Supervisor

The Antigua and Barbuda Emergency
Medical Services (ABEMS) has an-
nounced that Courtney Kellman has
been elevated to Level Two Shift Su-
pervisor.

Kellman, who joined the department
in 2016, has consistently demonstrat-
ed exceptional commitment, profes-
sionalism and dedication to the deliv-
ery of emergency medical services.
Throughout his time with ABEMS, he
has distinguished himself through his
strong work ethic, leadership capabil-
ities and commitment to fulfilling his
responsibilities.

His elevation to Level Two Shift Su-
pervisor represents an important mile-
stone in his professional development
and recognises his continued growth,
demonstrated competence and capaci-
ty to undertake greater responsibilities
within the department.

The advancement also brings an ex-

panded level of supervisory responsi-
bility, including increased oversight
and leadership in supporting the co-
ordination of emergency medical per-
sonnel and the delivery of efficient,
timely and professional emergency
medical care.

The management and staff of ABEMS
commend Kellman for his achieve-
ment and recognise the hard work and
dedication that have contributed to this
progression. His advancement reflects
positively on his professional journey

and the department’s commitment to
recognising growth and encouraging
excellence among its personnel.

As he assumes the additional respon-

sibilities associated with this level,
ABEMS wishes him continued suc-
cess and looks forward to his ongoing
contributions to the department and
the people of Antigua and Barbuda.
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PM Browne Exchanges Greetings With Venezuelan
President Rodriguez

As part of COP31, which is being Antigua and Barbuda, Gaston Browne.
held from November 9-20, 2026 in Following their speech at the plena-
Antalya, Tiirkiye, President Delcy ry, the two reviewed the cooperation
Rodriguez held a high-level bilateral between their countries and assessed
meeting with the Prime Minister of new areas of relationship.

Open Daily -
12:00pm - 10:30pm

Antigua and Barbuda and Venezuela
have enjoyed long fraternal relations
which have continued even after the
removal of President Nicholas Madu-
ro.
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Samantha Albert

Happy birthday to someone who brings
positivity and warmth to our team. Enjoy your
special day! - Prime Minister’s Secretariat
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Caribbean records 13,000 new HIV infections,
4,800 AIDS deaths in 2025

An estimated 340,000 people were
living with HIV in the Caribbean in
2025, with the region recording 13,000
new infections and 4,800 AIDS-relat-
ed deaths, as the United Nations’ HIV/
AIDS agency warns that declining
international funding and unequal ac-
cess to healthcare threaten efforts to
end AIDS as a public health threat by
2030.

The figures were highlighted by the
Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) in a press re-
lease ahead of World AIDS Day, which
will be observed on 1st December,
under the theme “Ending AIDS starts
with access.”

While the Caribbean has made con-
siderable progress in reducing HIV
infections and AIDS-related deaths
over the past 15 years, UNAIDS cau-
tioned that the region must sustain its
investments in prevention, testing and
treatment if it is to achieve the 2030
targets. Caribbean records 13,000 new
HIV infections, 4,800 AIDS deaths in
2025

Between 2010 and 2025, new HIV in-
fections in the Caribbean declined by
30 per cent, while AIDS-related deaths
fell by 65 per cent. The reduction in
deaths reflects the expansion of access
to life-saving antiretroviral treatment.
However, the agency warned that the
gains could be reversed unless govern-
ments and international partners ad-
dress persistent inequalities in access
to healthcare.

The Caribbean’s progress also con-

trasts with developments in Latin
America, where new HIV infections
increased by 25 per cent over the same
period. UNAIDS identified children
as among the groups most affected by
gaps in HIV services, noting that only
about one in four children living with
HIV in the Caribbean has achieved vi-
ral suppression.

The regional figures come against
a troubling global backdrop. World-
wide, 1.2 million people acquired
HIV in 2025, while 570,000 died from
AIDS-related illnesses. Although 32.1
million people were receiving life-sav-
ing treatment, nearly nine million peo-
ple living with HIV remained without
access to treatment. “The gap is no
longer what medicine can do. It is who
is able, allowed and supported to reach
it. Science only saves lives when it
reaches people,” UNAIDS stated.

The organisation warned that declin-
ing international financing is under-
mining efforts to provide HIV preven-
tion and treatment, particularly among
vulnerable communities.

External financing for HIV pro-
grammes fell by 18 per cent in 2025,
the largest decline in almost two de-
cades. UNAIDS said community-led
organisations, which often provide
services to populations that public
healthcare systems struggle to reach,
were among the first to experience
funding cuts.

The consequences were already ev-
ident in several countries. In Camer-
oon, Nigeria and Zambia, the num-

ber of people receiving pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP), medication taken
to prevent HIV infection, declined
by more than half between 2024 and
2025. A 2026 survey of 79 communi-
ty-led organisations across 47 coun-
tries also found a 50 per cent decline
in PrEP delivery.

Services for gay men and other men
who have sex with men declined by
85 per cent, while services for sex
workers fell by 82 per cent. UNAIDS
said these developments demonstrate
the importance of maintaining fund-
ing for prevention programmes rather
than concentrating resources solely on
treatment.

The agency also identified stigma,
discrimination and restrictive laws as
major obstacles to controlling the ep-
idemic. Across 36 countries, half of
adults surveyed held discriminatory
attitudes towards people living with
HIV. Among people living with HIV
who sought non-HIV-related health-
care across 25 countries, 25 per cent
reported experiencing stigma or dis-
crimination, while 12 per cent said
they were denied healthcare altogeth-
er.

UNAIDS warned that criminalising
vulnerable populations drives people
away from healthcare facilities and
undermines efforts to prevent new in-
fections. It reported that sex work is
criminalised in 168 countries, posses-
sion of small quantities of drugs in 152
countries, and same-sex sexual acts in
66 countries. The agency noted that
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people who inject drugs are 34 times
more likely to acquire HIV than the
general adult population, while gay
men and other men who have sex with
men are 18 times more likely.

Despite the challenges, UNAIDS
pointed to advances in HIV pre-
vention, particularly lenacapavir, a
long-acting injectable medication that
can provide protection against HIV
with just two injections annually. The
drug is not a vaccine, but the organi-
sation described it as one of the most
significant advances in HIV preven-
tion. By the end of June 2026, more
than 50,000 people in nine sub-Saha-
ran African countries had received the
medication. Its price for lower-income
countries is expected to fall to US$40
per person annually from 2027.

However, UNAIDS cautioned that
access to the breakthrough remains
limited, with prices for middle- and
upper-income countries still unclear.

It also warned that new prevention
technologies were emerging at a time
when existing services were being re-
duced. HIV testing reportedly fell by
22 per cent in high-burden countries
under one major bilateral programme,
while funding for condoms was cut by
more than 90 per cent in some loca-
tions.

The agency said governments must
ensure that new technologies are in-
tegrated into national healthcare sys-
tems and made available alongside
other prevention options.

In June 2026, United Nations Member
States adopted a new Political Declara-
tion on HIV and AIDS, committing to
an expanded global response. The dec-
laration sets a target of having 40 mil-
lion people on HIV treatment by 2030,
including 38 million who achieve viral
suppression, while 20 million people
are expected to be using antiretrovi-
ral-based prevention.

It also calls for 90 per cent of people
in need to have access to effective pre-
vention options and for governments
to address stigma, discrimination and
punitive laws. The commitments in-
clude increasing annual HIV financ-

ing to USS$21.9 billion by 2030, com-
pared with US$17.6 billion available
in 2025.

UNAIDS said that if the commitments
are fulfilled, an estimated 3.2 million
new HIV infections and 1.3 million
AIDS-related deaths could be prevent-
ed by 2030. The organisation’s Execu-
tive Director, Winnie Byanyima, said:
“The science has done its part. The
system must now do ours.” As World
AIDS Day approaches, UNAIDS is
calling on Caribbean governments,
non-governmental organisations, the
private sector, educational institutions

and other stakeholders to strengthen
their response to HIV/AIDS.

It is also encouraging members of the
public to wear the red ribbon, identify
gaps in access to HIV services with-
in their communities and support the
campaign using the hashtag #Worl-
dAIDSDay. The organisation stressed
that ending AIDS as a public health
threat by 2030 remains achievable, but
only if access to prevention, treatment,
healthcare and protection of human
rights becomes a reality for everyone.
(Kaieteur News)
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Marine Superintendent admits MV Barima had flaws

Revelations before the Presidential
Commission of Inquiry into the July
18, 2026 MV Barima maritime disas-
ter reached an eyebrow-raising peak
on Tuesday as Marine Superintendent
Bailey conceded under hours of ques-
tioning that the ill-fated vessel was un-
safe to operate, detailing that the boat
lacked safety gear among other defi-
ciencies.

Testifying before the panel of com-
missioners at the Arthur Chung Con-
ference Centre, including Chairperson
Godfrey Smith, Commissioner Nyree
Alphonso, Commissioner Jasionows-
ki, and Captain Hamada Fouda, Bai-
ley was forced to account for a three-
page inspection report he produced in
November 2025 after examining the
vessel.

The inquiry dissected the findings
line by line, exposing a vessel riddled
with critical defects that was neverthe-
less permitted to return to passenger
service without verification that a sin-
gle hazard had been rectified.

Commissioners focused heavily on
Bailey’s November 2025 report, forc-
ing the Marine Superintendent to con-
firm a comprehensive list of missing,
expired, and non-functional gear on
board the MV Barima. Under ques-
tioning, Bailey verified the findings,
“No crane documentation, no radar,
no AIS, no stability data, no EPIRB,
none of the required certificates except
for two, no distress signal capability,
no serviceable life raft, insufficient life
rafts, no emergency generator, and no
fixed power-driven fire pump.”

When asked whether a ship present-
ing such a profile could be considered
fit for service, Bailey initially de-
murred. “The vessel wasn’t operating,
so I can’t say if it was safe or unsafe,”
he told the commission. However,
Commissioners refused to accept the
distinction between a vessel under-
going maintenance and the objective
technical profile documented in his of-

ficial paperwork.

“I'm saying with this kind of infor-
mation on a report, would you consid-
er this a vessel that’s safe to operate?”’
Commissioner  Pritchard  pressed.
“No, those deficiencies would need
to be cleared,” Bailey admitted. “So it
would be unsafe to operate?”

“Yeah... Yes.”

Despite logging these hazards in No-
vember 2025, Bailey acknowledged
that he wasn’t aware a 2024 inspection
on the same vessel had yielded identi-
cal deficiencies. “Before commencing
the inspection, I did not review previ-
ous inspection documents,” Bailey tes-
tified, adding, “I was instructed, it was
to do a follow-up inspection on board
the vessel.” When asked if it would

have been prudent to consult prior re-
ports to know what he was following
up on, Bailey conceded, “Correct.”

Captain Hamada Fouda subjected
Bailey to a detailed technical examina-
tion regarding the vessel’s emergency
equipment, exposing staggering math-
ematical and operational shortfalls in
life-saving appliances.

Bailey’s report logged six life rafts
on board, each with a capacity of 25
persons, providing total accommoda-
tion for 150 people. However, based
on the vessel’s passenger complement
and crew total of 12, international
maritime standards (SOLAS) require
100 percent life-raft capacity on each
side of the vessel to account for list-
ing during a catastrophic emergency,
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requiring total raft capacity for at least
274 persons. “That is mean you have
five life rafts missing,” Captain Fou-
da calculated. “If I have six, I need in
addition to these six, I need five. Am I
correct?”

“Yes, sir,” Bailey conceded.

Captain Fouda further pressed Bailey
on the total absence of distress signals
and proper emergency gear. The in-
spection report contained completely
blank entries for hand flares, parachute
flares, smoke signals, and flare guns.
Bailey acknowledged that no distress
signaling devices were present. The
vessel contained five fire extinguish-
ers, two in the wheelhouse and three in
the engine room, with zero extinguish-
ers present in passenger accommoda-
tion spaces. No fireman’s outfits or
fire suits were on board, and the main
power-driven fire pump was inopera-
ble, replaced by an unapproved porta-
ble unit. Regarding life jackets, while
240 adult and 34 child life jackets were
present, none were fitted with manda-
tory location lights. “All life jackets
without light,” Bailey confirmed. Fur-
thermore, Bailey testified that the jack-
ets were stored in overhead shelves
roughly five feet high. When asked if'a
child or short person could reach them
in a sudden crisis, Bailey replied, “No,
ma’am.” Bailey’s report further noted
that the ferry was operating with one
engine broken down and one running.
Captain Fouda challenged the feasibil-
ity of navigating a twin-screw vessel
on a single engine, noting that asym-
metric thrust forces the vessel continu-
ously toward port or starboard. “If the
helmsman not professional, he cannot
control it,” Fouda stated. “That is cor-
rect,” Bailey agreed.

The inquiry also revealed that Bai-
ley’s November 2025 walk-through of
the vessel lasted only 45 minutes to an
hour, during which he failed to inspect
critical structural compartments.

Under questioning, Bailey admitted
he visually inspected only one cargo
hold forward and entered the engine
room, but completely failed to inspect
the aft cargo hold or the aft water-

tight bulkhead. “No, I didn’t enter that
space,” Bailey acknowledged, despite
having ticked the report indicating that
watertight bulkheads were in satisfac-
tory condition.

Finally, the commission laid bare
MARAD’s complete failure to en-
force rectification measures. Bailey
explained that once an inspector logs
deficiencies, the report is submitted
to the Director of Safety, Captain Mc-
Donald, who then transmits the find-
ings to the Transport and Harbours
Department (THD). THD is expected
to rectify the defects, notify MARAD
in writing, and request a re-inspection.

However, Bailey admitted under oath
that after filing his November 2025
report containing 16 major safety de-
ficiencies, no follow-up was ever con-
ducted, no written clearance was ever
received from THD, and he was never
instructed to return to the MV Barima
to verify that a single defect had been
rectified. “Has any one of the ferries
that you inspected, including Barima,
ever been re-inspected to check for
those deficiencies, rectification mea-
sures?” Commissioner Jasionowski
asked. “No, sir,” Bailey answered.
(Kaieteur News)

WE'RE HIRING

= Warkmg as pan of 3 agrzerreye ol e e s

¥ COME READY TO INTERVIEW!

S LTLS

Artagua.
Dexbe: Nowesmber 13™, MI26
Teme: 11:30am — $:00pmi

Al applicants;

Plust be 18 yvears arsd alder

VACANCY
Join Our
Team

CNTHE-SMT INTERYIEWS!

e vaw Trieral by, soverpe e aedd poissiennte ab=mn preal codlemer syl

LT i lowds LB Far dmdbrarad Bradiv il mals B il Ol L R W 5% Poad & 0 emanier Seirvine Team
Mlevabera

'....1 '\|'||.\'-I'I‘l_'|_:\|ll- '|_-||.\_ - Nl e L |'||.-|-.\_|r\.|||r| A

= Prorvabeg forl. fremlly, sl cocpteme usaner okt

= I'meparmg s aorveg o reas beboved PL prad ecia

» Higdpma oo moamoee s -Seae, aldi, esd [Werye fEnarnn an v EreErErd

S v rdismc mnill oo e o ped il e emn Yew ol e i Sk e )

Location: KFC Admiinistration Office, Brysorns Comalex, Prisrs Hill Rd., 5t. Pohe's,

Have Social Security & Madical Bemehite

g U B

¥l

|LKFC




FRIDAY 13™NOVEMBER 2026

Regional News

...............

Holness eyes foreign labour for NaRRA

Prime Minister Dr Andrew Holness
has reiterated that the National Re-
construction and Resilience Authority
(NaRRA) may have to source some of
the skills needed to rebuild western Ja-
maica from overseas amid a shortage
of skilled labour in the construction
industry.

Speaking at a National Housing Trust
(NHT) ceremony at which 25 young
Jamaicans were awarded scholar-
ships under the agency’s Construction
Scholarship Programme, Holness said
it was time for the industry to expand
its capacity to meet the country’s de-
mands.

Each student is eligible for up to $1
million annually in tuition support.

Holness said there was “dissonance”
between businesses’ calls for skilled
labour and specific skill sets and the
complaints of Jamaicans about a lack
of job opportunities.

He said private firms and the NHT
consistently report severe shortages of
skilled construction workers and proj-
ect managers, even as unemployed
young people in rural and urban com-
munities seek employment.

“The volume of projects that we will
have will increase significantly, and
we must ensure that the productive
capacity of the industry keeps apace
so that we can manage cost; we can
maintain quality; and we can deliver
more homes and infrastructure for ev-
ery dollar invested,” said Holness.

“My understanding is that the con-
struction industry has expanded far be-
yond the labour pool of skills that we
have, and it is not just the private firms
that complain. The NHT complains as
well,” he noted.

The prime minister said NHT con-
tractors report high staff turnover, with
workers leaving construction sites af-
ter just a few days to take up jobs else-
where, disrupting project schedules.

“T don’t think this is an area in which

HCEMEx
‘ BUILDING /
’ CREATER |

JAMAICA

-

there ought to be a controversial de-
bate. I think we can settle on the fact
that we don’t have enough skills now,
and we certainly will not have enough
skills in the future when the Nation-
al Reconstruction and Resilience Au-
thority actually starts doing infrastruc-
ture work,” Holness asserted.

He said the Government was taking
steps to address the shortage of skills
in the construction and engineering
sectors to strengthen the country’s pro-
ductive capacity.

He added that, beyond masons, elec-
tricians and tilers, Jamaica urgently
needs project management expertise
and practical leadership to turn capital
budgets into completed structures.

Holness pointed out that, of an annual
$80-billion capital budget, only about
$40 billion is often converted into
physical infrastructure, with capacity
constraints resulting in unspent funds
and stifling national growth and devel-
opment.

The scholarship recipients were urged
by the prime minister not only to seek
employment, but also to establish their
own contracting firms, capable of ex-
ecuting projects quickly, while main-
taining high quality and competitive
pricing.

|

e
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“We need a new generation in the
construction industry that will match
the budget that the Government has
to spend. I can list project after proj-
ect that is being delayed, not coming
on on time, and a lot of it just comes
down to management,” he said.

“Jamaica has the best planners. They
can tell you everything technical, and
oftentimes it comes down to why it
can’t be done. We have the brightest
people with the brightest ideas. They
will give you volumes of papers, but
you tell them to get it done ... that is
what we lack in our society ... ,” Hol-
ness said.

He called for an end to “small-mind-
ed thinking” about the scale of infra-
structure projects and challenged the
cultural assumption that slower work
necessarily produces better quality.

Instead, he advocated faster project
delivery to help address Jamaica’s
long-term housing deficit, estimated at
150,000 housing solutions, compared
with the 110,000 to 120,000 built by
the NHT over its 50-year history.

“What it is about now, is about getting
it done, delivering it, turning capital
budget into concrete; and that is where
we have fallen short as a country,” said
Holness. (Jamaica Gleaner)
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One dead, several persons trapped after building
collapses in New

Firefighters dug through the rubble
of a three-story building in Brooklyn
on Wednesday after it collapsed at the
edge of a construction site, killing at
least one person and trapping others
beneath the wreckage.

Firefighters were called to the scene in
the borough’s Flatbush section around
4:00 pm. News helicopter footage
showed dozens of firefighters scouring
the debris, clambering over the rubble
pile and using their hands and power
saws to cut through the ruins.

One person died, and at least four oth-
ers were rushed to a hospital in critical
condition, according to the New York
City Fire Department. Six additional
people were taken to hospitals with
minor injuries.

At around 6:30 pm, firefighters pulled
a dust-covered person — still alive and
moving — out of a hole they had dug
into the rubble pile, hoisting them up
on a stretcher and rushing them to a
waiting ambulance.

The building that collapsed had been
perched at the edge of a lot where
another one-story building had been
torn down for a construction project.
The site was being excavated, and the

building that fell down filled the con-
struction pit with bricks and wood.

Another building that shared a wall
with the collapsed structure remained

ork

standing, but its wall was shorn off,
exposing the rooms inside, including a
bedroom and closets filled with cloth-
ing.

A drone hovered over the site as fire-
fighters dug by hand, tossing chunks of
rubble aside. Rescuers also used dogs
to sniff for survivors. As darkness fell,
firefighters used flashlights to illumi-
nate the area where they worked.

“As emergency operations continue,
please join me in holding our neigh-
bors and the members of this com-
munity in our hearts,” Mayor Zohran
Mamdani said in a statement posted on
social media.

Phone and email messages seeking
comment were left with the architect,
property owner and general contractor
listed in city records as being associat-
ed with the construction project. (AP)
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3 men charged with plotting terror attacks

A man jailed on terrorism charges in
New York was able to pass secret mes-
sages to Iranian operatives planning an
attack on a British air base used by the
United States (US) Air Force, according
to an indictment unsealed Tuesday.

The new indictment offers fresh in-
sight into an episode shrouded in mys-
tery since September 27, when a group
of men were detained on suspected
explosives and terrorism offenses after
three suspicious vans were spotted trav-
eling toward a British air base where
US bombers were stationed.

The new charges accuse Mohammad
Bager Saad Dawood al-Saadi, a dual
Iranian-Iraqi national jailed at the Met-
ropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn,
of a role in plotting to attack the Royal
Air Force Base in Fairford, in western

dom in connection with the incident at
the RAF base in Fairford were all re-
leased on bail. One of those men was
subsequently rearrested on suspicion of

assisting Iran’s intelligence service and
charged, along with another man, under
the National Security Act, British au-
thorities said. (AP)

England, even though he’d been arrest-
ed last spring.

According to prosecutors, al-Saadi
used coded language in phone and vid-
eo calls to his mother and sister in Iraq
to pass messages encouraging associ-
ates to carry out the air base bombing.

Two other men have been charged in
the case, which accuses Iran-backed
operatives of plotting nearly 20 terror
strikes on Jewish communities in Eu-
rope and the US.

Neither of those men, Mohsen Moha-
jeri, an Iranian national, and Moham-
mad Ali al-Hassani, an Iraqi national,
are in US custody.

“These defendants helped orchestrate a
campaign of terror on behalf of terror-
ist organisations affiliated with Iran that
targeted Jewish communities in Europe
and the United States, and the British
military base, RAF Fairford, housing
American service members,” said Man-
hattan US Attorney Jamie McDonald.
“The threat presented by Iran and Iran-
backed terrorist groups to America and
our allies is not hypothetical — it is very
real.”

Attorney General Todd Blanche said:
“Anyone who plans a terrorist plot on
a military base housing American ser-
vice members will be prosecuted by the
United States government.”

Seven men arrested in the United King-
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World leaders urge stronger, faster action
at UN climate talks

World leaders called for urgent and
decisive action on global warming
Wednesday as formal talks began at
the United Nations (UN) climate con-
ference in Turkey, saying the crisis is
disproportionately harming some of
the world’s most vulnerable countries.

“You might as well bomb us. That
might have been easier than watching
climate change tear apart our homes
piece by piece,” said Surangel Whipps
Jr, president of the island nation of Pa-
lau. “We are at war with a crisis we did
not create. A war no peace treaty can
end, only urgent action can.”

The annual summit follows a year
of deadly floods, heat waves and oth-
er disasters. Leaders said geopolitical
conflicts had diverted attention from
climate change.

Earlier this year, the UN said it is in-
evitable that the world will warm be-
yond 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels.

Limiting warming to that threshold
was a goal of the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment and remains a focus of interna-
tional negotiations. The UN wants the
world to limit how long and how much

temperatures shoot past that mark and
somehow get back down below it by
the end of the century. That’s called
overshoot.

“The evidence is now in. We did not
try hard enough,” said Barbados Prime
Minister Mia Mottley, who said five
years ago that the 1.5-degree threshold
was necessary for survival.

“Overshoot is not a new target, it’s a
debt,” she added. “A debt of heat bor-
rowed against our children’s future
and it must be repaid.”

She said every five years of delay
increases projected peak warming by
a tenth of a degree, “and a tenth of
a degree, my friends, is a coral reef.
It’s a harvest, it’s a village, and lives
and livelihoods will be affected. Ask
Nepal, where more than 1,400 people
died in the floods in August, and thou-
sands are still missing”.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres outlined a framework for cli-
mate negotiations, saying they must
prioritise ending fossil fuel reliance,
adapting to a warmer world, increasing
financial support for poorer countries
bearing the brunt of climate change,

and promoting cooperation over con-
flict.

“We know the truth. Now we must act
on it because climate action is more
than a fight over a number or a ther-
mometer,” Guterres said in his open-
ing speech. “We are in the fight for our
lives and our children’s future.

“We do not need countries to agree
on everything. But we do need them to
cooperate on the things no country can
solve alone.”

Addressing climate change has been
overshadowed by wars, inflation and
geopolitical conflicts, Brazil’s Pres-
ident Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva said.
He pledged to protect the Amazon, the
world’s largest rainforest, and urged
world leaders to work together for a
just, sustainable future.

“Brazil is back to defend the continu-
ity of a healthy planet,” said Lula, who
recently won reelection.

Micronesian President Wesley Simi-
na said his country is already suffering
irreversible losses of coral reefs that
“protect our shores, sustain our fish-
eries, feed our families and carry the
stories and traditions of our communi-
ties.”

He called climate change the “single
greatest threat to the security, liveli-
hoods, and well-being of Pacific peo-
ples, but perhaps worse than what
we’ve already experienced is what has
yet to come” as temperatures continue
to rise.

Both Simina and Mottley called
for these climate talks to come to an
agreement to slash methane — a short-
lived but extra powerful heat-trapping
gas — which Mottley said could “buy
time to supercharge” technology to
help cut longer-lived carbon dioxide.
She said cutting methane by about half
by 2030 could help avoid almost 0.3
degrees of warming by the 2040s “and
save 250,000 lives every year”. (AP)
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Google, Meta and TikTok sue California over law designed
to protect children from social media harms

Google, Meta, and TikTok filed sep-
arate lawsuits seeking to block a Cali-
fornia law designed to protect children
from the risks of social media, arguing
that it violates their First Amendment
rights.

The law, which is scheduled to go
into effect on January 1, 2027, pro-
hibits tech companies from offering
addictive feeds, endless scrolling, and
autoplayed videos to kids under 16.
They must also implement “reason-
able measures” to make sure those
under 16 are not given access to the
addictive features by verifying users’
ages. Governor Gavin Newsom signed
it into law in September.

The companies each filed their law-

suits in federal courts in San Francisco,
Los Angeles, and San Jose, California.
In addition to the First Amendment,
TikTok, Meta, and Google argue that
the law violates Section 230 of the
1996 Communications Decency Act,
which shields tech companies from
liability for material posted on their
sites by third parties.

The lawsuits come as tech compa-
nies face increasing scrutiny over their
platforms’ harms to children, includ-
ing thousands of lawsuits by schools,
governments, and individual plaintiffs.

In August, Meta agreed to pay up
to US$18 billion and add stronger
child-safety measures to its Facebook
and Instagram platforms as part of a
landmark legal settlement that ended
a trial over teen social media addic-
tion and settled claims filed by nearly
every state. The settlement resolved a
pivotal case years in the making that
sought to hold the tech giant account-
able for the role its platforms played in
undermining children’s mental health.
The effort targeted features designed
to hook young people’s attention. In
September, TikTok settled with Ala-
bama over addictive features.

The office of California Attorney
General Rob Bonta, the defendant in

1

each of the lawsuits, said Thursday it
was reviewing the filings and that it
was committed to defending state laws
to protect kids online.

TikTok called the law “a blatantly
unconstitutional restriction on free ex-
pression that erodes the longstanding
and protected practice of curating con-
tent based on user preferences, which
bookstores, TV networks, and stream-
ing services all use.”

The company said it has implement-
ed numerous safety measures for kids
on its platform, adding that beyond
“disregarding real progress in making
teens safer online, this law limits free
speech and takes away parents’ rights
to determine what’s appropriate for
their kids.”

Meta said the law violates the First
Amendment “by letting the govern-

ment dictate how ideas are organised,
displayed, or shared with Califor-
nians.”

“Under the law, we would be forced
to either remove features that keep
teens’ experiences age-appropriate or
cut thousands of California teens off
from family, friends, and their com-
munities,” the company said in a state-
ment.

Google said it believes parents are in
the best position to make decisions for
their families and that it offers a range
of parental control tools and protec-
tions.

“Overly broad laws like this actually
break the systems we’ve built to help
kids find high-quality, age-appropriate
videos,” said spokesman Jos¢ Castaiie-
da. (AP)
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North Coast FC maintains perfect start in
ABFA’s Second Division

EACH ENDEAVOURING ALL ACHIEVING

North Coast FC maintained a perfect
start to their campaign in the Antigua
and Barbuda Football Association’s
(ABFA) Second Division League on
Wednesday.

North Coast FC claimed their fourth
successive win by snatching a 2-1 vic-
tory against Police FC at the Clare Hall
playing field.

Following a goalless first half, Shaquan
Tonge broke the deadlock by scoring an
own goal in the 50th minute to give Po-
lice a one-nil lead.

But Jamary Galloway scored twice,
slotting home the equalizer with a strike
in the 51st minute and snatching the
winner via a 79th-minute conversion, to
secure victory for North Coast FC.

The result means that Police FC re-
mains on three points after crashing to
their second successive defeat in three
matches.

Glanvilles FC advanced to nine points
after recording their third win in four
matches by snatching a 2-1 victory
against Herberts FC at the Glanvilles
playing field.

Goals by Demaro McKenzie in the 31st
minute and Roshaun Martin in the 57th
minute gave Glanvilles a two-nil lead.
Teammate Ashane Mattison reduced
the deficit for Herberts FC by scoring
an own goal in the 59th minute.

The result allows Herberts FC to re-
main on two points after slumping to

their third defeat in five matches.

After suffering a 6-1 drubbing from
Real Blizzard FC in their season open-
er, Lion Hill FC notched up their second
successive win with a 7-1 drubbing of
the Young Warriors at the Golden Grove
playing field.

Jevoi Gray achieved a hat trick, and El-
reek Francois scored twice for Lion Hill
FC. Gray scored in the 30th, 38th, and
56th minutes, while Francois had con-
versions in the 17th and 69th minutes.

The other goals for Lion Hill FC were
scored by Oneil Brown in the 15th
minute and Jaquan Joseph in the 27th
minute. D’Jarie Gregory scored a con-
solation goal in the 44th minute for the
Young Warriors, who will remain on

Antigua rbuda

r FESTIVAL

*_COMMISSION

¥\

K b‘
i NATION |

CARIBBEAN ~*
_"‘- ISIE FESTIVAL

\\ ONE PEOPLE ONE LW VE
\
\

ANTHONY B

three points after slumping to their third
loss in four matches.

Tryum FC advanced to five points
by securing their second win in four
matches with a 6-1 drubbing at the Ca-
shew Hill playing field.

Darrie Matthew had a double conver-
sion with strikes in the 31st and 34th
minutes. The other goals for Lion Hill
FC were scored by Michael Stowe Jr.,
Chamarley Joseph, Deotcha Moses, and
Jahmaya Gilkes.

John Archibald scored a consolation
goal in the 81st minute for Wadadli
United FC, which remains on one point
after slumping to their fourth defeat in
five matches.
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Quashie continues prolific scoring for AGHS
in school giris U-20 league

Forward Nafisa Quashie has contin-
ued her prolific scoring form for the
Antigua Girls High School (AGHS)
in the Girls Under-20 Division in the
Ministry of Sports Cool and Smooth
JOMA Caribbean Schools Football
League.

After scoring 13 goals to lead her team
to victory in their previous two match-
es, Quashie scored all five goals to
propel the Antigua Girls High School
(AGHS) to their third win in as many
games with a 5-0 drubbing of St. An-
thony’s Secondary School (SASS) at
the St. Anthony’s Secondary School’s
playing field on Wednesday.

Quashie had conversions in the 10th,
37th, 45th, 48th, and 55th minutes for
AGHS as St. Anthony’s Secondary
School remains on four points after
crashing to their first defeat in three
matches.

Princess Margaret School (PMS)
maintained their successful start in de-
fense of their Girls Under-20 Division
title.

After launching their campaign with

a 2-0 victory over Jennings Second-
ary School (JSS), Princess Margaret
School recorded a 3-0 win against
Ottos Comprehensive School in their
second encounter at the Clare Hall
playing field.

The goals for Princess Margaret
School were scored by Jkayla Bellot in
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the 10th minute, Rolesha Humphreys
in the 18th minute, and Gimel Samuel
in the 21st minute.

Ottos Comprehensive School remain
winless and without any points after
crashing to their second defeat in as
many matches.

The Antigua and Barbuda College
of Advanced Studies (ABCAS) also
maintained their perfect start, claim-
ing their second win in as many games
by snatching a 2-1 victory against Jen-
nings Secondary School at the Free-
mans Village playing field.

Aliah London scored in the eighth
minute, and Sanique Levy had a
54th-minute conversion for AB-
CAS. Latoya Williams scored in the
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57th minute for Jennings Secondary
School, which remains on one point
after losing for the second time in
three matches.

The Clare Hall Secondary School
(CHSS) rebounded from a 7-0 drub-
bing against ABCAS in their season
opener to claim their second succes-
sive win by snatching a 1-0 victory
against St. Mary’s Secondary School
(SMSS) in their third encounter at the
Clare Hall playing field.

Kayra Jordan scored the winner and
only goal of the match in the 53rd
minute as SMSS tumbled to their third
loss in as many encounters.

After suffering a 2-1 loss to St. An-
thony’s Secondary School in their
opening encounter, Pares Secondary
School (PSS) rebounded to pick up
their first win by surging to a 4-1 vic-
tory over All Saints Secondary School
(ASSS) at the Freemans Village play-
ing field.

Keitonya Skepple had a double con-
version in the 57th and 59th minutes,
teammate Kyra Francis converted with
a strike in the 46th minute, and Deli-
ah Gore scored an own goal to propel
Pares Secondary to victory.

Aaliyah Charles scored a consolation
goal in the 22nd minute for All Saints
Secondary School, which remains on
three points after suffering their sec-
ond successive loss in three matches.
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Knockout stage to continue with quarter-finals
in business football league

The knockout stage of the 2026
JOMA Caribbean Ministry of Sports
Business Football League Cham-
pionship will resume this weekend
with matches in the quarter-finals.

The final eight teams secured their
berths in the quarter-finals on Satur-
day after securing wins during the
Round of 16.

The quarter-finalists are defending
champions APUA Telecoms, Cen-
tral Housing and Planning Author-
ity (CHAPA) Warriors, Hermitage
Bay Strikers, Galley Bay Ballers,
the American University of Antigua
FC, the University of the West Indies
(UWI) Frigate Bird FC, Jumby Bay
Resort, and Cocos Hotel.

In the Round of 16, APUA Telecoms

The Hermitage Bay Strikers football team

prevailed 2-1 against Antigua and
Barbuda Airport Authority (ABAA),
and the CHAPA Warriors snatched a
3-2 victory against Sandals FC.

Hermitage Bay Strikers hammered
the Blue Waters Hotel 4-0, while the
Galley Bay Ballers pulled off a 3-1
victory against Public Works As-
phalt.

The American University of Anti-
gua FC prevailed 3-1 against Immi-
gration Department, and the Univer-
sity of the West Indies (UWI) Frigate
Bird FC defeated Royalton Chic 3-0.

The Jumby Bay Resort clinched a
4-2 victory over Central Marketing
Corporation (CMC), and Cocos Ho-
tel also prevailed 4-2 against Keyon-
na Beach Resort.

The quarter-final matches will take

place with double-headers at two
venues, with the games slated for
6:15 pm and 7:30 pm.

At the Radio Range playing field
in Ottos, Cocos Hotel will meet the
University of the West Indies Frigate
Bird FC in the first encounter, and
Jumby Bay Resort will face Her-
mitage Bay Strikers in the second
match.

The CHAPA Warriors will take on
the American University of Antigua,
and the Galley Bay Ballers will clash
with APUA Telecoms at the Golden
Grove playing field.

The winners in the quarter-finals
will advance to the semi-final stage
of the competition.
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England Lions win ODI series over West Indies A team

An unbeaten century by Dan Law-
rence overshadowed Jyd Goolie’s fan-
tastic ton and ushered England Lions to
a comprehensive six-wicket win over
West Indies ‘A’ to claim the One Day
International series with two matches
remaining in St. Kitts on Wednesday.

Lawrence slammed an even, unbeat-
en 100 off 93 balls, as England easily
chased down the home side’s total of
273 for nine, finishing on 274 for four
in 44.3 overs at Warner Park.

It gave the visitors an unassailable
3-0 lead in the five-match series, and
left West Indies ‘A’ still searching for
their first win of the white-ball tour.

The Windies got off to a nightmare
start after electing to bat when Naavya
Sharma bowled Mikyle Louis for a
duck with the fourth ball of the match.

When medium pacer Ekansh Singh
claimed the wickets of the two in-form
batters, captain Keacy Carty and Kirk
McKenzie for 13 and 30 respectively,
the Windies were in a spot of bother at

Players of the England Lions
55 for three after 10 overs.

Alick Athanaze and Goolie added 48
runs for the fourth wicket, before pac-
er Adam Finch dismissed the former
for 21 and then bowled Jewel Andrew
for one, to leave the home side stutter-
ing at 107 for five.

But Goolie, who struck 119 off 104
balls with 12 fours and four sixes, to-
gether with Rivaldo Clarke who made
57, ensured the Windies got up to a de-
cent total during a 130-run partnership
for the sixth wicket.

Just as they were looking to accel-
erate, leg-spinner Rehan Ahmed ac-
counted for both wickets in quick
succession to stifle any hopes of a
spectacular finish to the innings.

Ahmed was the best bowler with
three for 55, while Singh (two for 33),
Finch (two for 39) and Sharma (two
for 56) took two wickets apiece.

Jediah Blades gave West Indies hope
of defending their total when he dis-
missed Thomas Rew for 13 with 31

runs on the board.

However, England strung together
partnerships thereafter with all of their
batters making meaningful contribu-
tions.

Ben McKinney and Ahmed both
scored 37, before falling to Goolie and
left-arm wrist spinner Vitel Lawes re-
spectively, to leave England 129 for
three in the 22nd over.

Lawrence and James Rew then took

the game away from the Windies
during a partnership of 65 that put
them in the driver’s seat at 194 for
three in the 30th over.

When Athanaze bowled Rew with his

part-time off spin for 31, Lawrence
and Ben Mayes, who scored 43 not
out, shared an unbroken stand of 80
runs to carry their side to victory with
33 deliveries remaining.

Lawrence hit eight fours and three
sixes in his knock, while Mayes struck
two fours and one six in his 47-ball in-
nings.
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BOE captures double Business Basketball

League crowns with playoff title

3 i
The Board of Education team

celebrate with their tropies after winning the playoff cham-
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pionship in the Business Basketball League at the JSC Sports Complex on Wednesday, No-
vember 11, 2026. (Photo courtesy of the ABBA)

The Board of Education (BOE) cap-
tured back-to-back double crowns by
winning the playoff title in the 2026
Antigua and Barbuda Basketball As-
sociation’s (ABBA) Cool and Smooth
Business Basketball League at the JSC
Sports Complex on Wednesday night.

After securing this year’s round-robin
league crown by winning 11 of their
12 matches, the top-seeded Board of
Education maintained their successful
run to retain the playoff championship
by prevailing 57-45 in the decisive
Game 5 to clinch their best-of-five fi-
nals 3-2 against second-seed and 2022
champions Richie’s Shooterz.

Xavier “X-Man” Meade shot a game-
high 23 points, Daniel Perez sank 11
points, and his brother Danny Perez
converted 10 points for the Board of
Education, who beat Richie’s Shooterz
for the second successive year in the
playoff finals.

Cohen Desouza scored 10 points for
Richie’s Shooterz, who also finished
in the runners-up spot behind the BOE

in the round-robin league with identi-
cal records of 11 wins and one defeat
from their quota of 12 games.

The Board of Education came from
behind twice in this year’s finals to
level the series before successfully re-
taining their playoff title.

Richie’s Shooterz took the early ad-
vantage with a 68-61 win in Game 1,
and the Board of Education surged to
a 76-59 victory in Game 2 to level the
final series 1-1.

The defending champions were able
to tie the series 2-2 by securing a 56-
48 victory in Game 4 after Richie’s
Shooterz took a 2-1 advantage by
snatching a narrow 66-63 victory over
the Board of Education in Game 3.

Xavier Meade of BOE won the Most
Valuable Player (MVP) in the playoffs,
while Chet Jacobs of the BOE claimed
the Coach of the Year Award for the
second successive year.

The Board of Education made a clean
sweep of all individual awards in the

playoffs.

Adonis Humphreys claimed the
award for the most blocks; Daniel
Perez won the accolade for the most
rebounds; Warren Bogle claimed the
prize for the most steals; and Danny
Perez took the award for the most as-
sists.

Former champions, the Antigua and

Barbuda Transport Board, finished
third in the round-robin league, in
which Xavier Meade of the BOE also
claimed the Most Valuable Player
Award.

Daniel Perez of the BOE claimed the
awards for the most outstanding player
and most points in the league.

Newcomers, the Philippines, won the

award for the most disciplined team
during their debut appearance in the
competition.

Webster Baptista of newcomers, Cur-
tain Bluff Resort, took home the award
for scoring the most points in a game.
Steven Matthew of Richie’s Shooterz
won the accolade for converting the
most three-point shots in a game.

His Richie’s Shooterz teammate
Kwame Brathwaite captured the award
for the best dunk.

The Board of Education also won
an inaugural knockout competition,
which was introduced as part of the
All-Stars Night festivities in this year’s
business basketball league.

Kevin Pimental of the BOE captured
the Most Valuable Player Award in the
Business Basketball League Knockout
Competition.

Thirteen (13) teams, one less than last
year, participated in the 2026 business
basketball league.
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