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A traffic accident on the Pares Main 
Road on Monday night has claimed 
the lives of two persons, including a 
young child.
Reports are still sketchy but speeding 

may have been a factor in the acci-
dent. It is alleged that the child may 
have been thrown from the motor ve-
hicle in which she was traveling after 
it crashed into a concrete wall. There 
were four persons traveling in the ve-
hicle at the time of the accident; an 
adult male, an adult female and two 
children.
The driver of the motor vehicle, the 

male, is believed to have been the 
second fatality. The second child and 
the adult female reported survived the 
crash and are hospitalized.
The sad news comes amongst the na-

tional celebration of Antigua and Bar- buda’s hosting of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.

Tragedy Strikes As Two People Are Killed In 
Traffic Accident
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More than thirteen thousand per-
sons have registered for the 4-day 
Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting (CHOGM) which An-
tigua and Barbuda is hosting for the 
first time and which has already sur-
passed all expectations.
Kicking off on Sunday morning 

with an Inter-Faith Service at the St. 
John’s Pentecostal Church House of 
Restoration on the Lauchland Ben-
jamin Drive attended by Their Maj-
esties, King Charles 3rd and Queen 
Camilla along with the Governor 
General, Sir Rodney Williams and 
Lady Williams, Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne and Hon. Maria Browne, 
Commonwealth Envoy, Sir Vivian 
Richards, Commonwealth Secre-
tary General, Shirley Botchwey and 
a host of heads of government and 
other heads of delegations, special-
ly invested guests, delegates and the 
media, the event marked a fitting 
start for CHOGM-26.
Special prayers were offered by the 

leaders of the members churches of 
the Antigua and Barbuda Christian 

Council; the Moravian Church, the 
Roman Catholic, the Methodist and 
the Salvation Army while the ser-
vice was officiated by the Anglican 
Church.
Following the church service, there 

were a series of planned meetings 
throughout the day that culminated 
in the evening with the official In-
dependence Ceremonial Parade held 
at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium 
where thousands of Antiguans and 

Barbudans joined in celebrating the 
country’s 45 anniversary of Political 
Independence.
Among the highlights of the eve-

ning was the sight of King Charles 
taking the salute from the uniformed 
bodies led by the Antigua and Barbu-
da Defence Force and the Royal Po-
lice Force of Antigua and Barbuda. 
King Charles even withstood being 
wet by a passing shower of rain.

CHOGM-26 Is Off to A Grand Start in Antigua and Barbuda
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Sports and entertainment domi-
nated the rest of the evening with 

two cricket matches...a fun game 
between Caribbean Heads versus a 

combined Commonwealth team of 
non-Caribbean leaders. A second 
match pitched an Under-23 team 
from the Caribbean versus a team of 
similar stars from the wider Com-
monwealth.
On Monday morning, the SJPC 

was again the focus of attention for 
the joint opening of the Forums; the 
Business Forum, the Youth Forum, 
the People’s Forum and the Wom-
en’s Forum. Chaired by Minister of 
State Kiz Johnson who delivered the 
welcome remarks, other speakers in-
cluded Prime Minister Browne and 
Secretary General Botchwey and the 
Australian Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese. During the ceremony, 
there was a high-level panel discus-
sion moderated by Prof. C. Justin 
Robinson of UWI FIC that examined 
the future of the Commonwealth. 
Among the panelists were Prime 
Minister Andrew Holness of Jamai-
ca, the President of Rwanda, Paul 
Kagame and Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance of Samoa 
Mulipola Anarosa Ale Molioo.
Later in the day, was the start of the 

forums with the Women’s Forum and 
the People’s Forum being held at the 
American University of Antigua, the 
Business Forum at the Sticky Wicket 
and the Youth Forum at UWI FIC.
Monday’s activities again ended on 

a high note with the One Common-
wealth Concert that was held at the 
Sir Vivian Richards Stadium.
According to the latest records com-

ing from the Accreditation Unit...
there are 13,652 persons accredited 
for CHOGM 26 up to Monday eve-
ning. More than nine thousand are 
Antigua and Barbuda residents...
these included several thousand ho-
tel staff, who for security reasons 
also had to be accredited.
The records show that 4,477 inter-

national delegates registered for the 
event...including more than 200 me-
dia representatives.
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Prime Minister the Right Honourable 
Gaston Browne and His Majesty King 
Charles III, Head of the Common-
wealth, held discussions on the mar-
gins of the Official Ceremonial Parade 
marking Antigua and Barbuda’s 45th 
Anniversary of Independence.
His Majesty, accompanied by Her 

Majesty Queen Camilla, is in Anti-
gua and Barbuda to participate in the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) 2026.
The discussions between Prime 

Minister Browne and King Charles 
covered a range of matters of mutu-
al interest, including climate change, 
trade among Commonwealth member 
states, reparations, and issues relating 
to Antigua and Barbuda’s hosting of 
the Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting.

Prime Minister Browne and His Majesty King Charles III 
hold discussions on wide ranging issues
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Lady Sandra Williams is getting 
due recognition for her many years 
of outstanding charity work for and 
on behalf of the people of Antigua 
and Barbuda.
Lady Sandra has been elevated to 

the position of Dame, which is the 
female equivalent to a knighthood 
that is bestowed on a male recipient.
She is among six persons who were 

honoured during the Independence 
Ceremonial Parade on Sunday night 
and was presented the award by His 
Majesty, King Charles.
The citation reads: Sandra Louise 

Williams; To be Dame Grand Collar, 
the Most Distinguished Order of the 
Nation, (DGN), For exceptional and 
exemplary service to Antigua and 
Barbuda through sustained national 
and international advocacy to young 
people, to youth leadership, charita-
ble cause and philanthropy. 
Celebrated attorney, Anthony Wad-

dy Astaphan was named Grand 
Cross, of the Most Illustrious Order 

of Merit (GCM) for distinguished 
and outstanding contributions to 
regional and national legal service, 
governance and public legal educa-
tion.
Songwriter and cultural icon, Stan-

ley Raphael Clement Humphreys 
has been named a Grand Cross of 
the Most Precious Order of Princely 

Heritage (GCM) for distinguished 
and outstanding contribution to mu-
sic, culture and national develop-
ment.
The fourth person honoured was 

Susan Jennifer Sharp who was 
named a Grand Officer of the most 
Illustrious Order of Merit (GOM) 
for distinguished guidance, mentor-
ship. development and education of 
young people.
Former national and regional net-

ball star, Karen Joseph has been 
named Grand Officer of the Most 
Precious Order of Princely Heritage 
(GOH) for her distinguished con-
tribution to netball, sports develop-
ment, youth mentorship and nation-
al representation.

President of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Association of Persons with 
Disabilities has been named to the 
Most Distinguished Order of Mer-
it (OM) for outstanding service to 
persons with disabilities and for the 
advancement of the disability com-
munity.

Lady Sandra Williams Earns the Title of Dame 
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Minister of Health, Michael Joseph 
welcomed Her Royal Highness The 
Duchess of Edinburgh on a tour of 
the newly softly opened Primary Eye 
Care Unit at the Gray’s Green Com-
munity Centre on Thursday.
 The visit provided an opportunity 

to showcase the Government’s ef-
forts to strengthen eye care services 
and expand access to vision screen-
ing, early detection and treatment 
through community-based health-
care.
 Her Royal Highness engaged with 

representatives of the organisations 
supporting the initiative, including 
Cure Blindness, VisionSpring, Trin-
idad Eye Hospital, Orbis Interna-
tional and RestoringVision. Also in 
attendance were Kathleen Sherwin, 
President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Orbis International; His Ex-
cellency Dr. Walton Aubrey Webson; 
and senior Ministry officials.
Four nurses from the Ministry of 

Health who recently completed spe-
cialised training in eye care in India 
were also present. During the visit, 

the nurses conducted vision screen-
ings to demonstrate the unit’s capa-
bilities and the range of primary eye 
care services it is expected to pro-
vide.
The establishment of the unit forms 

part of the Ministry’s broader strat-
egy to bring essential eye care ser-
vices closer to communities. While 
the facility has undergone its soft 
opening, it is not yet open to the gen-
eral public, as additional equipment 
and operational arrangements are 
being finalised. The official opening 
and commencement of services to 

the public are expected in January 
2027.
Minister Joseph also highlighted the 

Government’s longer-term vision of 
establishing a dedicated eye hospi-
tal within the next five years, further 
demonstrating its commitment to 
strengthening specialist eye care ser-
vices in Antigua and Barbuda.
The Ministry acknowledges the 

continued collaboration of its in-
ternational partners and healthcare 
professionals in advancing access to 
quality eye care and reducing pre-
ventable blindness.

Duchess of Edinburgh Visits Primary Eye Care 
Unit at Gray’s Green Community Centre
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The Commonwealth Nature Initia-
tive (CNI) was launched Monday at 
the Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting (CHOGM) in Anti-
gua and Barbuda aboard the Fortes-
cue Green Pioneer, bringing together 
governments, philanthropic leaders 
and conservation organisations be-
hind a landmark US$202.2 million 
pledge to accelerate progress towards 
protecting at least 30% of the world’s 
land and oceans by 2030, the 30x30 
target. Following the launch, His 
Majesty The King joined high-level 
segment attendees and CNI support-
ers for a reception aboard the Green 
Pioneer.
Minderoo Foundation, the Rob Wal-

ton Foundation, the Rainforest Trust, 
the Gordon and Betty Moore Founda-
tion, the Waitt Foundation, and Na-
tional Geographic Pristine Seas are 
the founding supporters of the CNI, 
with initial commitments supporting 
the establishment, expansion, and 
implementation of terrestrial and ma-
rine protected areas across Common-
wealth countries, including through 

investment in programs to strengthen 
Indigenous Peoples’ and the rights 
and governance of local communi-
ties. These serve as the initial pledg-
es at launch with the goal of raising 
attracting a further USD$1 billion 
from other donor countries and phil-
anthropic efforts by 2030 to finance 
30x30 action across the Common-
wealth.
At the launch, which took place 

aboard Fortescue’s vessel the Green 
Pioneer, at the invitation of the Prime 
Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, the 
Right Hon. Gaston Browne, Antigua 
and Barbuda, Australia, Fiji, Guyana, 
Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Uganda, the 
UK, and Zambia showcased ambi-
tious 30x30 initiatives, including the 
establishment of new protected ar-
eas, revealing a breadth of ambition 
across Commonwealth regions, from 
the Caribbean and the Pacific, to Af-
rica.
The CNI demonstrates a new part-

nership between nations, philanthro-
pies, Indigenous People and local 

communities to deliver the global 
30x30 target and reinforces a shared 
commitment to turn conservation am-
bition into practical action across the 
Commonwealth. The launch comes 
at a critical moment for global bio-
diversity. With just four years re-
maining to achieve the 30x30 target 
agreed under the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework in 
2022, governments and partners must 
accelerate the pace of conservation 
and increase finance to protect habi-
tats and ecosystems, and support the 
communities that depend on them for 
their survival.
Initial areas of focus for the CNI in-

clude the Eastern Caribbean, where 
the OECS seeks to deliver their 30x30 
Transformation Program; the Africa 
Keystone Protected Area Partnership, 
which aims to secure sustainable fi-
nancing for 162 of Africa’s most ir-
replaceable protected areas; and the 
Unlocking Blue Pacific Prosperity 
initiative which seeks to secure long-
term financing for marine and coastal 
conservation across the Pacific. 
In the coming years, the Initiative 

will seek to expand its network of 
conservation programmes and financ-
ing opportunities across the Com-
monwealth, supporting countries in 
translating their 30x30 commitments 
into enduring action.
Protecting nature is fundamental not 

only to biodiversity, but also to cli-
mate resilience, economic prosperity 
and human security. Healthy oceans, 
forests, and other ecosystems help 
regulate the climate, sustain food 
systems, protect communities from 
extreme weather and support live-
lihoods across the Commonwealth. 
Through continued partnership and 
new investment, the Initiative aims to 
help ensure that the Commonwealth’s 
natural heritage is protected.

A US$202 Million Commonwealth Nature Initiative Has 
Been launched in Antigua and Barbuda
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As Antigua and Barbuda marks 45 
years of political Independence, mem-
bers of the the diaspora in the United 
States are putting on display their na-
tional pride and enduring connections 
to their homeland during the milestone 
occasion. 
On Friday, the Antigua and Barbu-

da Association of Philadelphia Inc. 
hosted its fifth Annual Flag Raising 
Ceremony at Philadelphia City Hall, 
at the John F. Kennedy Boulevard, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The occa-
sion brought together members of the 
Antiguan and Barbudan community, 
distinguished guests and friends of the 
nation for the celebratory and symbol-
ic event. 
A particularly meaningful highlight of 

the ceremony was the presentation of a 
proclamation from the City of Phila-
delphia, signed by Mayor Cherelle L. 
Parker, officially recognising October 
26 through November 1, 2026, as An-
tigua and Barbuda Week.
The recognition provides an oppor-

tunity to bring greater visibility to the 
country’s heritage and the contribu-
tions of its nationals who continue to 
maintain strong connections to their 
homeland while making their mark in 
Philadelphia.
In attendance at the ceremony were 

President of the Association Helen-
may Bady and Vice President Dawn 

Greene. Other executive members 
joining the activities were Treasur-
er Hadassa George, PRO Barrymore 
Richards and Charles Ellison. 
The Association was honoured by 

the presence of several distinguished 
guests, including Kyra Harris, of the 
Office of the City Representative, 
City of Philadelphia, the Honourable 
Stanley Straughter, Vice Chair of the 
Mayor’s Commission on African and 
Caribbean Immigrant Affairs and 
Christopher Chaplin, Jamaica’s Hon-
orary Consul in Philadelphia. Also in 
attendance were Charles Ellison, Di-
rector, Office of Immigration Affairs, 

City of Philadelphia and the Honour-
able Jannie Blackwell, Chair of the 
Mayor’s Commission on African and 
Caribbean Immigrant Affairs.
The Philadelphia Association sees 

the flag raising ceremony as another 
expression of the national spirit that 
travels well beyond the shores of the 
beloved nation of its members. 
“Wherever Antiguans and Barbudans 

gather, the pride in our heritage and 
the love for our country remain firmly 
rooted,” the association declared. 

Antiguans and Barbudans hold fifth annual flag raising ceremony 
as nation celebrates 45 years of political independence
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The Halo Foundation continues to 
highlight the importance of creativ-
ity, artistic expression and youth 
development through its Royal 
Drawing School Annual Art initia-
tive, sponsored by the Jumby Bay 
Fund.
The Workshop is being hosted at 

Government House from October 
12 and will conclude on November 
4, 2026 — coincidentally conclud-
ing with the closing of CHOGM.
The classes welcomed participants 

12 years and older, and this year 
included the registration of senior 
citizens. This provided an opportu-
nity for aspiring artists to develop 
their drawing skills, explore their 
creativity and learn through artistic 
expression. Participation was free, 
allowing individuals from vary-
ing socioeconomic backgrounds to 
benefit from the programme.
The initiative aims to nurture 

emerging artistic talent while pro-
viding a platform for participants to 
showcase their work. Some of the 
selected artwork will be featured 
in an exhibition at Government 

House, with the top two partici-
pants receiving a ten-week online 
art workshop scholarship with the 
Royal Drawing School, an institu-
tion based in the United Kingdom. 
The scholarship is being awarded 
in recognition of their outstanding 
contribution and creativity.
Dame Sandra Williams said, “We 

usually work along with our very 
talented, renowned artists in An-
tigua and Barbuda, and we were 
very pleased to have Anson Henry 
on board in 2025. Unfortunately, 
this year, all of the artists which we 
approached were involved in vari-
ous other projects, so time did not 
permit them to add their talent to 
the teaching pool. We are looking 
forward to their involvement again 
in 2027.” 

She added, “We are particularly 
grateful for the unwavering assis-
tance of the Jumby Bay Fund, a 
non-profit entity which clearly un-
derstands the necessity of develop-
ing our local human resource and is 
always so gracious in their support 
of our efforts.”
The Halo Foundation recogniz-

es that art is more than a form of 
self-expression. It is a powerful tool 
for education, confidence building, 
cultural appreciation and personal 
growth. Through programmes such 
as the Royal Drawing School initia-
tive, the Halo Foundation remains 
committed to creating meaningful 
opportunities for young people as 
well as adults. 

Halo further develops artistic talent through 
Royal Drawing School classes
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Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Tourism, Hon. Michael Freeland, has 
outlined how sport tourism could cre-
ate jobs, attract investment and expand 
opportunities for businesses in Anti-
gua and Barbuda.
In remarks prepared for the Common-

wealth Growth Panel during CHOGM, 
Freeland called for stronger links be-
tween sport and tourism, highlighting 
benefits extending beyond athletes to 
coaches, event organisers, taxi opera-
tors, caterers and other service provid-
ers.
“When someone travels here for 

sport, we should be creating opportu-
nities for businesses right across the 
country,” he said.
Freeland identified the country’s 

cricket and sailing traditions as a 
foundation for growth. He proposed 
combining competitions with tour-
ism packages that encourage visiting 
teams, relatives and supporters to stay 
longer and explore both islands.
He also highlighted school tours, 

club competitions, training camps and 
coaching clinics as opportunities to 
attract visitors during quieter tourism 
periods.
Local businesses and communities, 

he stressed, should share in the ben-
efits, with guesthouses, vendors, tour 
guides and young entrepreneurs in-
cluded in planning.
Freeland called for closer coordi-

nation among government agencies, 
sporting associations, hotels, airlines 
and investors, supported by a depend-
able events calendar and clear approv-
al processes.
Where public funding or incentives 

are provided, he said they should de-
liver measurable benefits, including 
employment, training, youth access 
and opportunities for small business-
es. Facilities should also remain main-
tained and available for community 
use beyond individual events.
“If we want sport to be treated as a 

serious economic sector, we have to 

give it serious planning, reliable infor-
mation and strong partnerships,” Free-
land said.
He also identified Commonwealth 

partnerships in coaching, school ex-

changes and regional sporting tours as 
avenues for development, saying suc-
cess should ultimately be measured by 
the opportunities created for residents.

Local News
Freeland Makes Case for Sport Tourism to Drive 

Jobs and Investment at CHOGM Forum
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Feature
Forty-Five Years Later: A Personal Reflection on 

Our Nation’s Journey

As Antigua and Barbuda celebrates 
45 years of Independence, I reflect 
with an overwhelming sense of pride, 
gratitude and admiration for the re-
markable journey of our nation.
My thoughts return to that historic 

night of 1 November 1981, when, as 
a young commissioned military offi-
cer standing on the ceremonial field, I 
had the solemn responsibility of giv-
ing the command for the raising of our 
national flag. I remember standing at 
attention, sword in hand, saluting the 
flag as it was raised to mark the birth 
of Antigua and Barbuda as a sovereign 
and independent nation.
Forty-five years later, that defining 

moment remains deeply etched in my 
memory. To have participated in that 
historic occasion, and now to reflect 
upon the journey of our nation over 
the intervening years, fills me with 
profound gratitude, humility and na-
tional pride.
Forty-five years may be relatively 

short in the history of a nation, yet the 
progress we have made, the challenges 
we have overcome and the internation-
al recognition we have earned provide 
compelling reasons for celebration.
Our Independence celebrations this 

year have been particularly meaning-

ful to me. They have provided oppor-
tunities not merely to commemorate 
our sovereignty, but to appreciate the 
extraordinary talent, professionalism, 
resilience and commitment of our peo-
ple.
Celebrating Our Culture and National 

Talent
The opening of the Performing Arts 

Centre represented an important mile-
stone in our national development. 
Beyond the physical structure, it sym-
bolised an investment in our cultural 
identity, creative expression and the 
development of future generations.
The musical presentations associated 

with our celebrations were particularly 
impressive, demonstrating the remark-
able talent that exists within Antigua 
and Barbuda and the professionalism 
with which our people can deliver per-
formances of the highest standard.
These achievements remind us that 

national development must embrace 
not only economic growth and infra-
structure, but also the arts, culture, 
education and the nurturing of human 
potential.
The Governor-General’s Welcome 

Reception: Independence and Com-
monwealth Fellowship
Another memorable occasion was the 

Welcome Reception hosted by His Ex-
cellency Sir Rodney Williams, Gover-
nor-General of Antigua and Barbuda, 
in celebration of our 45th Anniversary 
of Independence and the Common-
wealth.
Held on the evening preceding the 

Commonwealth church service, the re-
ception was a distinct and significant 
event within the wider celebrations. It 
provided an opportunity to recognise 
our nation’s Independence while em-
bracing the friendship, cooperation 
and shared heritage that unite mem-
bers of the Commonwealth.
The occasion reflected the dignity of 

the Office of the Governor-General and 
the importance of hospitality, fellow-
ship and mutual respect in strengthen-

ing relationships among nations.
For me, the reception was another 

reminder of Antigua and Barbuda’s 
growing confidence and maturity as 
an independent state, capable of cele-
brating its national identity while ex-
tending a warm welcome to members 
of the wider international community.
It was a fitting expression of national 

pride, gracious hospitality and Com-
monwealth solidarity.
A Moment of Faith, Unity and Na-

tional Reflection
Another memorable experience was 

the Service to Celebrate the Common-
wealth, held on Sunday, 1 November 
2026, as Antigua and Barbuda prepared 
to host the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM).
Although formally a Commonwealth 

service, its timing alongside our 45th 
Anniversary of Independence gave the 
occasion particular national signifi-
cance.
The service brought together faith, 

national identity, international fel-
lowship and a shared commitment 
to peace, justice and human dignity. 
Its conduct reflected dignity, careful 
preparation and an exceptional stan-
dard of professionalism.
I was particularly impressed by the 

musical contributions of the Hellsgate 
Steel Orchestra, the Antigua and Bar-
buda Youth Symphony Orchestra and 
the Inspire Youth Choir, together with 
the accompanying musicians and solo-
ists.
The rendition of You Raise Me Up, 

performed by soprano Desrie Markham 
and the Inspire Youth Choir, accompa-
nied by pianist Isata Kanneh-Mason 
and the Antigua and Barbuda Youth 
Symphony Orchestra under conductor 
Daniel Bartholomew-Poyser, was es-
pecially memorable.
The welcome by the Very Reverend 

Dwane Cassius, Dean of the Cathedral 
and Parish of St. John the Divine, the 
scripture readings by our Prime Min-
ister and Governor-General, and the 
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prayers offered throughout the service 
contributed to its spiritual significance.
I was particularly inspired by the 

message delivered by the Right Rev-
erend Ernest Flemming, Bishop of the 
Anglican Diocese of the North East-
ern Caribbean and Aruba. His contri-
bution encouraged reflection on our 
shared humanity, our responsibilities 
to one another and the importance of 
faith and moral purpose in our lives.
The prayers for peace, responsible 

leadership, justice, compassion and 
environmental stewardship were par-
ticularly relevant to the challenges 
facing our nation and the wider world.
The Act of Affirmation, led by Com-

monwealth Secretary-General the 
Honourable Shirley Botchwey, further 
reinforced the principles of human 
dignity, diversity, mutual respect and 
international cooperation.
For me, the service was a remind-

er that the true measure of a nation’s 
progress extends beyond physical 
development and economic achieve-
ment. It must also be reflected in the 
values we uphold, the compassion we 
demonstrate and the integrity with 
which we serve.
The Independence Ceremonial Pa-

rade: Discipline and National Pride
The Independence Ceremonial Pa-

rade was another exceptional occasion 
that filled me with immense pride. As 
I observed the precision of the march-
ing, the ceremonial proceedings and 
the professionalism of our uniformed 
services, my thoughts returned to that 
historic night in 1981 when I stood on 
the ceremonial field and gave the com-
mand for the raising of our national 
flag.
Having experienced that defining 

moment in our nation’s history, I have 
a particularly deep appreciation for the 
discipline, preparation, coordination 
and attention to detail required to ex-
ecute such ceremonial occasions suc-
cessfully.
Forty-five years later, witnessing the 

continued commitment to excellence 
among our uniformed services was 
both moving and reassuring. It re-
minded me that the traditions of ser-

vice, discipline and national pride es-
tablished at Independence continue to 
find expression in those entrusted with 
serving and protecting our nation.
The musical renditions and overall 

standard of the ceremonial proceed-
ings were truly commendable, reflect-
ing extensive preparation and a collec-
tive commitment to excellence.
The presence of Their Majesties King 

Charles III and Queen Camilla added a 
further dimension of historical signifi-
cance to the occasion.
As I observed the parade, I also re-

flected on the dedication of those who 
serve our nation, often under demand-
ing circumstances and without the 
public recognition their contributions 
deserve.
The quality of the parade was a credit 

not only to those who participated, but 
also to the commanders, instructors, 
musicians, planners and supporting 
personnel whose collective efforts en-
sured its success.
It reinforced my conviction that Anti-

gua and Barbuda possesses the human 
resources, institutional capabilities 
and professional standards necessary 
to undertake responsibilities of con-
siderable national and international 
importance.
Cricket: One Commonwealth, United 

Through Sport
The cricket matches between the Ca-

ribbean and the Rest of the Common-
wealth provided another memorable 
dimension to our Independence and 
Commonwealth celebrations.
Cricket has long been an import-

ant part of our Caribbean identity 
and shared Commonwealth heritage. 
These matches went beyond sporting 
competition, symbolising the friend-
ship, camaraderie and enduring bonds 
that unite nations across geographical, 
cultural and historical boundaries.
For me, the occasion reflected the true 

spirit of the Commonwealth: different 
nations, cultures and traditions coming 
together through sport, united by mu-
tual respect, friendship and a shared 
sense of purpose.
It was a fitting reminder that interna-

tional partnerships are strengthened 
not only through diplomacy and for-
mal engagements, but also through 
sporting exchanges that bring people 
together.
One Commonwealth, united 

through sport, friendship and part-
nership.
Antigua and Barbuda on the Interna-

tional Stage
Our 45th Anniversary of Indepen-

dence also provides an appropriate op-
portunity to reflect on the remarkable 
international responsibilities Antigua 
and Barbuda has undertaken in recent 
years.
In 2024, our nation hosted the Fourth 

International Conference on Small Is-
land Developing States (SIDS4), plac-
ing Antigua and Barbuda at the centre 
of international discussions concern-
ing sustainable development, climate 
resilience and the future of small is-
land states.
In 2025, Antigua and Barbuda hosted 

the General Assembly of the Organi-
zation of American States, bringing to-
gether representatives from across the 
hemisphere to deliberate on matters of 
regional and international importance.
Now, in 2026, our nation is hosting 

the Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting, welcoming leaders and 
delegations from across the Common-
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wealth.
To have undertaken these three ma-

jor international engagements in three 
consecutive years is an extraordinary 
achievement for a small island devel-
oping state.
It would be remiss of me not to ac-

knowledge the contributions of the 
many individuals and organisations 
whose dedication, professionalism 
and commitment have made these en-
gagements possible.
Our volunteers, who willingly give of 

their time and talents, deserve special 
recognition. Their enthusiasm, hospi-
tality and spirit of service exemplify 
the national pride and civic responsi-
bility that distinguish our people.
Equally deserving of commendation 

are our security forces, whose plan-
ning, vigilance, professionalism and 
personal sacrifices are fundamental to 
the safety and successful execution of 
events of this magnitude.
We must also express sincere appre-

ciation to our regional and internation-
al partners, whose technical expertise, 
resources, cooperation and steadfast 
support have strengthened our nation-
al capacity to undertake these respon-
sibilities.
These achievements epitomise the 

strength of national cooperation and 
regional partnership. They demon-
strate what can be accomplished 
when government institutions, secu-
rity agencies, the private sector, civil 
society, volunteers and international 
partners work collectively towards a 
common purpose.
Our national leaders must also be 

commended for the vision and con-
fidence demonstrated in committing 
Antigua and Barbuda to hosting events 
of such international significance. In 
doing so, they have challenged our 
people and institutions to rise to de-
manding responsibilities, extend their 
capabilities and demonstrate that ex-
cellence is not the exclusive preserve 
of larger nations.
These accomplishments are not the 

achievements of any single individual 
or institution. They represent the col-
lective determination of a nation, sup-

ported by valued partners, to pursue 
excellence and fulfil its responsibili-
ties with distinction.
Our country has shown that geo-

graphical size need not determine the 
significance of a nation’s contribution 
to international affairs.
These experiences should inspire 

confidence in our people, particularly 
our young citizens, who must recog-
nise that their ambitions and opportu-
nities need not be constrained by the 
size of the country in which they were 
born.
Forty-Five Years of Independence: 

Gratitude and Responsibility
As I reflect on these experiences, I 

am reminded that Independence is not 
merely a historical event commemo-
rated annually on 1 November. It is an 
ongoing responsibility.

It requires each generation to protect 
the freedoms inherited, strengthen the 
institutions established, preserve the 
values that unite us and create oppor-
tunities for those who will follow.
Our national journey has not been 

without difficulties. Like every devel-
oping nation, Antigua and Barbuda 
has faced economic challenges, natu-
ral disasters, social pressures and the 
continuing demands of national devel-
opment.
Yet our resilience, resourcefulness 

and determination have enabled us to 
persevere and progress.
We must never take our achieve-

ments for granted. We must continue 
to strengthen our institutions, promote 
excellence in public service, uphold 
integrity and accountability, and nur-
ture the sense of national unity essen-
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tial to sustainable development.
My Prayer for Antigua and Barbuda’s 

Future
As I reflect on our nation’s journey 

over the past 45 years, my prayer is 
that Antigua and Barbuda will contin-
ue to develop into a country where my 
children, grandchildren and genera-
tions yet unborn can enjoy meaningful 
opportunities to learn, grow, prosper 
and fulfil their God-given potential.
I pray for a nation that places edu-

cation at the forefront of its develop-
ment, equipping our young people 
with the knowledge, skills and values 
necessary to succeed.
I pray for continued improvements in 

healthcare, ensuring that every citizen 
has access to quality, affordable and 
compassionate medical services.
I pray for a nation that protects its nat-

ural environment, embraces sustain-
able development and strengthens its 
agricultural sector, not only to improve 
food security and create economic op-
portunities, but also to establish stron-
ger linkages with our tourism industry, 
allowing more of our people to benefit 
from national economic progress.
Above all, I pray for peace, stabili-

ty and improved safety and security 
throughout our beloved country, where 
families can live without fear, children 
can grow in safe and nurturing com-
munities, and every citizen can enjoy 
the dignity, freedoms and protection 
that Independence should guarantee.
My greatest hope is that the Antigua 

and Barbuda we leave to our children 
and grandchildren will be stronger, 
safer, healthier, more prosperous and 
more united than the nation we inher-
ited.
A Final Reflection: Faith, Gratitude 

and God’s Enduring Love
As I conclude these reflections, I am 

reminded of the profound truth ex-
pressed in Psalm 127:1:
“Unless the Lord builds the house, 

those who build it labor in vain.”
For me, this biblical principle applies 

not only to our individual lives and 
families, but also to the building and 
development of our nation. However 
ambitious our plans, however impres-

sive our achievements, and however 
determined our efforts, we must never 
lose sight of our dependence upon Al-
mighty God.
My appeal to my fellow Antiguans 

and Barbudans is that, amid our cel-
ebrations and daily responsibilities, 
we take time to reflect upon our own 
journeys. When we look back over the 
years, through our triumphs and disap-
pointments, our challenges and bless-
ings, may we recognise the evidence 
of God’s abiding love, His grace, His 
mercies and His goodness.
Let us never become so consumed 

by our achievements that we forget to 
give thanks to the One who has sus-
tained us.
I encourage each of us to cultivate 

a deeper and more personal relation-

ship with our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, allowing His teachings of love, 
forgiveness, humility, compassion and 
service to guide our lives and our rela-
tionships with one another.
As we celebrate 45 years of Inde-

pendence, may we do so with grate-
ful hearts, renewed faith and a shared 
commitment to building a nation wor-
thy of the sacrifices of those who came 
before us and the hopes of generations 
yet to come.
May Almighty God continue to bless, 

protect and guide Antigua and Barbu-
da, grant wisdom to those entrusted 
with its leadership, and inspire each 
of us to contribute meaningfully to 
the continued advancement of our be-
loved nation.
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Rarely does a former Prime Minis-
ter call his own country’s vote at the 
United Nations “an abominable be-
trayal which history will never for-
get”. P.J. Patterson did, in a statement 
dated 29 October that deserves to be 
read in full by every Caribbean citi-
zen, whatever they think of the Cuba 
embargo.
The vote
On Wednesday 28 October the UN 
General Assembly voted on its annu-
al resolution calling for an end to the 
United States economic, commercial 
and financial embargo against Cuba. 
It passed by 130 votes to 17, with 25 
abstentions. A year ago, it drew 165 
votes in favour, seven against and 12 
abstentions.
Jamaica, which has voted yes, every 
year since the resolution was first ta-
bled in 1992, abstained. Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Kamina Johnson Smith 
said the Government had been “re-
flecting on this issue for some time” 
and described the abstention as a 
shift in policy, citing concern for the 
humanitarian situation in Cuba and 
support for dialogue between Wash-

ington and Havana. The Government 
says no outside pressure was applied. 
Trinidad and Tobago voted against 
the resolution, and Guyana abstained.
What Mr Patterson says
Mr Patterson, who served as Prime 
Minister of Jamaica and was present 
in 1972 when four newly independent 
Caribbean states resolved to establish 
relations with Cuba, calls himself 
“the last surviving participant in that 
decision”. His statement makes five 
points, which I set out here as his ar-
guments and not as findings of fact.
First, a break with a bipartisan pol-
icy. Every Administration since 1992, 
of both parties, voted yes. He notes 
that former Prime Minister Bruce 
Golding joined him and ten other for-
mer CARICOM heads of government 
in an open letter four days before the 
vote urging support for the resolution.
Second, a charge about Parliament. 
He says the House of Representatives 
passed, without dissent, the Govern-
ment’s own resolution on the eco-
nomic and humanitarian situation in 
Cuba on Tuesday 27 October, and 
that Jamaica abstained within twen-
ty-four hours. He calls that a flouting 
of Parliament’s authority and says 
the Government must explain how it 
happened.
Third, an argument about small 
states. “When a powerful nation im-
poses its will unilaterally on a small 
neighbour, and we do not object, we 
weaken the very shield on which our 
own sovereignty depends.”
Fourth, a debt of gratitude. He re-
calls Cuban doctors and nurses in 
Jamaican clinics, nearly 25,000 Ja-
maicans whose sight was restored or 
improved through Operation Miracle, 
and scholarships and schools. He ac-

cuses the Government of repaying that 
solidarity by sending the Cuban doc-
tors home and by concluding a secret 
arrangement to receive third-country 
deportees from the United States.
Fifth, a pattern. He links the Cuba 
vote to Jamaica’s absence from a vote 
on Palestine last year, which he calls 
“cowardice”.
He ends with questions the nation, 
he says, is entitled to have answered: 
how the decision was taken, by whom 
and on whose advice, and whether 
pressure was applied, and from what 
quarter.
Mr Patterson’s questions about pro-
cess are fair ones whatever one thinks 
of the embargo. If a resolution passed 
the Jamaica House on Tuesday and 
the delegation abstained on Wednes-
day, the public should be told why.
Why it matters beyond Jamaica
This is not only a Jamaican argument. 
The region is being asked, openly or 
quietly, to choose between the rules 
that protect small states and the favour 
of a powerful neighbour. In the same 
week the United States sanctioned 
the International Criminal Court, 
whose idea came from Trinidad and 
Tobago’s A.N.R. Robinson. Govern-
ments from Port of Spain to Kingston 
to Georgetown will be judged by how 
they answer.
Mr Patterson’s full statement is at-
tached, and I encourage editors to 
carry it as they see fit.
Julian Rogers is founder and pub-
lisher of Caribbean Bridges.
Caribbean Bridges by Julian Rog-
ers. julian@caribbeanbridges.com
#CaribbeanBridges #Jamaica 
#Cuba #CARICOM

Patterson’s Choice Words On the Cuban Vote
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The Most Hon. P.J. Patterson, ON, 
OCC, OE, KC Former Prime Minister 
of Jamaica 29 October 2026

On Wednesday, 28 October 2026, 
Jamaica abstained when the United 
Nations General Assembly voted on 
the resolution calling for an end to the 
economic, commercial and financial 
embargo imposed by the United States 
against Cuba. For more than three 
decades, under every Administration 
since the resolution was first tabled in 
1992, Jamaica voted yes. We did so 
under governments of both parties, be-
cause the yes vote was never partisan. 
It was a matter of principle.
It was a day of shame for the land of 

Marcus Garvey, and a stain on the re-
cord of a nation which, before we had 
even raised our own flag, closed its 
ports to trade with apartheid South Af-
rica. That was an unequivocal declara-
tion that the Jamaican people, though 
a small nation, would not support the 
oppression of others. On Wednesday, 
Jamaica’s Government trampled that 
tradition. It was an abominable betray-
al which history will never forget.
In December 1972, I accompanied 

Prime Minister Michael Manley to the 

meeting at which four newly indepen-
dent Caribbean states resolved to es-
tablish diplomatic relations with Cuba, 
defying the isolation others sought to 
impose. We took that decision not be-
cause it was easy, but because it was 
right, and because we understood that 
the sovereignty we had so recently 
won would mean little if we allowed 
others to choose our friends, least of 
all a friend that is our closest neigh-
bour.
I am the last surviving participant in 

that decision, and I write with a sense 
of agony and seething outrage that Ja-
maica could so suddenly abandon the 
fundamental tenets on which it rest-
ed: the sovereign equality of states, 
non-interference in their domestic ju-
risdiction, and the right of every peo-
ple to self-determination free from ex-
ternal threat or coercion.
Four days before the UN vote, eleven 

of my fellow former Heads of Gov-
ernment of the Caribbean Communi-
ty and I wrote to all the nations of the 
world urging support for the resolu-
tion. We said then, and I repeat now, 
that the embargo is contrary to interna-
tional law, that it violates Cuba’s sov-
ereignty and the most elemental rights 
of its people, and that the pressures be-
ing deployed to defeat the resolution 
must be resisted. Former Prime Min-
ister Bruce Golding signed that letter 
alongside me. On this crucial matter, 
Jamaica’s former leaders spoke with 
one voice. The present Government 
has chosen silence.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs tells 

us that the Government had been re-
flecting on this matter for some time, 
that the abstention represents a shift in 
policy, and that the resolution left no 
scope to reflect the broader context the 
Government wished to see. That ex-
planation does not withstand scrutiny.
If there was no external pressure, as 

the Government insists, then it must 
explain how a fundamental reversal 

of a policy pursued by every Admin-
istration since 1992 serves Jamaica’s 
best interest. It must also explain why 
it was never brought to parliament if 
this reflection had been under way for 
some time.
On Tuesday, 27 October, the House 

of Representatives passed, without 
dissent, a resolution on the economic 
and humanitarian situation in Cuba. It 
was the Government’s own resolution, 
brought to the House by the Minister 
of State in the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. In moving it, he declared that Ja-
maica could not support a unilaterally 
imposed blockade against Cuba. The 
resolution called for efforts to reduce 
the economic restrictions on Cuba and 
to facilitate its progressive integration 
into the international economic sys-
tem, rather than its isolation under a 
blockade.
Within twenty-four hours, Jamaica 

abstained. Our abstention violated the 
unanimous decision of the Legislature. 
It was a deplorable flouting of Parlia-
ment’s constitutional authority, the 
highest expression of the will of the 
people in our democracy.
Members on both sides of the House 

were led to believe one thing on Tues-
day and confronted with its opposite 
on Wednesday. This is no mere dis-
courtesy. It was an act of deception 
and a grave parliamentary offence. In 
any Parliament modelled on Westmin-
ster, what took place between Tuesday 
and Wednesday would have resulted in 
censure and ministerial resignations. 
The Parliament of Jamaica is entitled 
to no less. It was an abominable be-
trayal which history will never forget.
The Minister of State’s own words 

explain precisely why we should have 
voted yes. Small states have no mighty 
army to defend us, and insufficient 
economic weight to shield us against 
the exercise of military might and 
power. Our security rests on the inter-
national rule of law and on a credible 

AN ABOMINABLE BETRAYAL WHICH HISTORY 
WILL NEVER FORGET
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multilateral system with the Charter of 
the United Nations at its centre. When 
a powerful nation imposes its will uni-
laterally on a small neighbour, and 
we do not object, we weaken the very 
shield on which our own sovereignty 
depends.
Foreign policy must rest on each na-

tion’s enlightened determination of its 
own sovereign  interests. It is a consid-
ered judgment, drawn from a nation’s 
history, its values and the commit-
ments it has freely made to others. It 
must be guided by principle, not ex-
pediency.
If ever Cuba needed our support, it is 

now. Our Caribbean neighbour faces 
the threat of extinction from a hege-
mon that denies energy, food, medi-
cine, water and sanitation to human 
beings whose only sin is to be Cuban.
International law cannot be selec-

tively applied. Inhumane measures of 
this kind are not imposed upon great 
powers whose political systems differ 
from that of the United States. They 
are imposed upon Cuba because Cuba 
is small and adjacent. Jamaica cannot 
afford to look away.  
The Government speaks of encourag-

ing dialogue between Washington and 
Havana and reform within Cuba, and 
the Minister reminds us that the Prime 
Minister raised these matters with his 
CARICOM colleagues in St Kitts and 
Nevis. If dialogue between Washing-
ton and Havana is indeed the Govern-
ment’s objective, the Jamaican people 
are entitled to know what initiatives 
have been taken since the St Kitts and 
Nevis meeting, and what role CAR-
ICOM has been invited to play. Absent 
such an account, the language of dia-
logue cannot justify a drastic change 
of policy.
The people of Cuba stood with us 

whenever we needed support and 
asked nothing in return. Their doctors 
and nurses served in our rural clinics 
and hospitals. 
Through Operation Miracle, near-

ly 25,000 Jamaicans have had their 
sight restored or improved, free of 
charge. Cuba’s scholarships trained 

our young people. Cuba donated and 
built schools that have benefited gen-
erations of teachers and students. That 
solidarity was freely given.
And how have we repaid it? By send-

ing the Cuban doctors and nurses 
home, terminating a medical cooper-
ation programme that had served our 
people for half a century. By conclud-
ing an arrangement to receive from the 
United States deportees who have no 
connection to Jamaica, the so-called 
third-country nationals (TCN) deal, 
entered into without consultation with 
Parliament or the people, and kept se-
cret. And now, by this abstention.
Nor is Cuba the only cause on which 

this Government has lost its voice. 
Last year, on a crucial vote pertaining 
to Palestine and its people, Jamaica 
chose to be absent from the chamber. 
That was not neutrality. It was coward-
ice. One hundred and forty-five coun-
tries voted in favour. 
Taken together, these egregious er-

rors form a pattern: absence from the 
vote in support of the Palestinian peo-
ple; the sending home of the Cubans; 
the secret TCN deal; and now the UN 
vote on Cuba. Each step has been tak-
en quietly; each has been explained 
away; and each carries Jamaica further 
from the principled ground on which 
we have always stood.
Jamaica has a long and honourable 

record in the councils of the world. 
That record was not built by abstain-
ing when principle was on the line. 
It was built by a small nation that 
proved, time and again, what it means 
to say: we likkle but we tallawah. On 
apartheid, and in the struggles of the 
developing world for a just interna-
tional order, our voice carried a weight 
far beyond our size, because the world 
knew we could not be bought or bent. 
We are now in mortal danger of losing 
the universal respect we once enjoyed, 
and respect squandered is not easily 
regained.
The harm is not confined to our inter-

nal reputation and standing abroad. It 
is felt in every Jamaican household, at 
home and across the Diaspora. Jamai-
cans in Toronto and London, in New 

York and Miami, who have carried our 
name with pride and defended our na-
tion wherever they have gone, are of-
fended, hurt, angry and ashamed that 
their government has chosen to shat-
ter our nation’s reputation in this way. 
They did not help to build that reputa-
tion so that it could be traded away in 
a single vote.
The entire nation and the Diaspora 

are entitled to a full and truthful ac-
count of how this decision was taken, 
by whom, and on whose advice. They 
are entitled to know whether pressure 
was applied, from what quarter, and 
what, if anything, was promised or 
threatened. They are entitled to a Par-
liament whose unanimous resolutions 
are honoured, not set aside overnight 
in New York. And they are entitled to 
see Jamaica restored to the position 
which successive Administrations of 
both parties have proudly held.
We are a people who came through 

the holds of slave ships, the brutality 
of the plantation and the long humili-
ation of colonial rule. We did not win 
our freedom to bend the knee. Our 
good name was earned after centuries 
of profound oppression, and a proud 
people is rightly jealous of it.

Those who lead such people act in 
its name. They must never mortgage 
its good name for favour, nor trade its 
principles for the promise of reward or 
the avoidance of displeasure. 
They must never mistake silence for 

prudence, or submission for statecraft. 
What they must do is speak, as Jamai-
ca has always spoken, for the right of 
the small to stand unafraid before the 
strong.
The time has come to repudiate, once 

and for all, the habits of genuflection. 
We live in no one’s backyard. Jamai-
ca must never accept the doctrine that 
might makes right.
When the annals of this era are writ-

ten, they will  record that on 28 October 
2026 a Government of Jamaica resiled 
from our finest traditions of standing 
for law, justice, and sovereign equality 
but that the people of Jamaica did not.
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Feature

Forty-five years of freedom, for-
ty-five years of pride, Antigua and 
Barbuda, with the ocean by our side. 
Our history tells a story, our colours 
proudly fly, Our flag reflects the cour-
age of the generations gone by.
The red speaks of our struggles, the 

sun announces dawn, 
The blue reflects our waters, where 
our hopes are carried on. 
The gold reveals the promise of a 
brighter, better day, The white reflects 
the purity that guides us on our way.
And now the Commonwealth gathers 

on our beautiful island shore, With 
nations, flags and cultures, and stories 
to explore. 
From distant lands and oceans, across 
the rolling sea, 
We celebrate our differences, our 
shared humanity.
But what if we could celebrate in a 

different kind of way? 
By turning yesterday’s waste into 
something bright today? 

What if every bottle cap, once thrown 
upon the ground, Could tell a story 
of a nation, where belonging can be 
found?
Over eighty thousand bottle caps, 

collected one by one, 
Have formed a Commonwealth of 
colours beneath our Caribbean sun. 
Along Queen Elizabeth Highway, 
the flags now proudly stand, A mas-
terpiece of unity, created by many 
hands.
From classrooms filled with children 

to volunteers working late, Each con-
tribution helped us build something 
truly great. 
Some collected, some were sorting, 
some arranged the caps with care, 
And through their dedication, a cele-
bration now stands there.
Eighty-one institutions helped this 

vision come alive, 
With thousands of young learners 
helping environmental action thrive. 
Our teachers shared their knowledge, 

our students played their part, Proving 
change begins with action, determina-
tion and heart.
For every cap discarded, there is a 

choice that we can make, To protect 
our precious planet for our children’s 
future’s sake. 
What washes through our waterways 
may reach the open sea, A danger to 
the creatures that deserve to live there 
free.
Our beaches need protection, our 

oceans deserve care, 
Our forests need defending, clean air 
is ours to share. 
We cannot claim to love our land, 
then watch its beauty fade, While 
mountains grow from plastic and 
pollution fills the shade.
Climate action starts with choices, 

both the little and the grand, With 
bottles placed in recycling bins and 
rubbish off the sand. 
It’s not enough to make a pledge or 
speak about what’s right, We have to 

From Waste to Wonder, Let Our Commonwealth Colours Shine
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turn our words to work and bring our 
goals to light.
The Sustainable Development Goals 

provide a path to follow, To build a 
better world today, not leave it for 
tomorrow. 
Through education, partnerships and 
responsible consumption too, We 
prove that lasting progress starts with 
what we choose to do.
And every flag reminds us that our 

nations have a voice, 
That protecting our environment must 
become a conscious choice. 
Though our borders may divide us, 
our futures intertwine, 
For the Earth belongs to everyone, 
beyond each border line.

So come and find your country’s 
flag, and stand beside its pride, Let 
your heritage and culture be a joy you 
need not hide. 
Capture all the colours, let your pho-
tograph explain, 
How discarded plastic found a pur-
pose once again.
But please respect the artwork, let 

every flag remain, 
For countless hours of effort should 
not be spent in vain. 
Enjoy the lovely display, let its beauty 
touch your heart, 
But do not touch the flags themselves; 
we each must play our part.
For independence means respon-

sibility beyond the celebration, It’s 
building stronger communities and 
protecting every nation. 
It’s teaching future generations that 
the choices made today, Will shape 
the world tomorrow in more than just 
one way.
Our flags are more than colours, they 

represent our story, 
Our sacrifices, dreams and struggles, 
our independence and glory. 
And though each flag is different, 
each country has its name, The need 
to save our planet is a responsibility 
we claim.
Let every bottle cap remind us that 

small actions can unite, That even 
waste, once overlooked, can make a 
future bright. 
From waste to works of wonder, from 
discarded caps to art, We’ve shown 

that transformation begins within the 
heart.
So let our flags keep flying, let our 

young people lead, 
Let environmental education become 
the growing seed. 
For when a community comes togeth-
er, there’s so much we can do, 
To build a cleaner, greener world for 
me, for them, for you.

Happy Independence, Antigua, and 
to Barbuda, shining bright, May our 
Commonwealth of colours fill our 
hearts with joy and light. 
For every cap has value, every nation 
has a story, 
And every act of kindness adds to our 
collective glory.
When we protect the land, together 

we stand. 
When we care for the sea, we protect 
what will be. 
When we turn waste into art, we give 
the Earth a brand-new start. 
And when communities unite, our 
future shines bright.
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Regional News

Barbados has been certified by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
for eliminating mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV as a public 
health problem, following years of 
efforts to prevent infants from con-
tracting the virus.
“I congratulate Barbados on pro-

tecting a generation of children from 
HIV,” said WHO Director-General 
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
He said the achievement demon-

strated the impact of universal health 
coverage, highlighting Barbados’ 
provision of free healthcare services 
to all pregnant women, regardless 
of nationality, while respecting their 
rights and privacy.
The Pan American Health Organi-

zation (PAHO) announced on Friday 
that Barbados had joined 26 coun-
tries and territories worldwide rec-
ognised by the WHO for eliminating 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV, 
syphilis or hepatitis B, or being on 
track to achieve elimination.
Fifteen of those countries and terri-

tories are in the Americas, including 
the Caribbean, making the region a 
global leader in efforts to prevent the 
transmission of these diseases from 
mothers to their children.
An independent assessment con-

firmed that Barbados had met the in-
ternational elimination targets, with 
no new cases of mother-to-child HIV 
transmission recorded among infants 
born in the country between 2022 
and 2024.
During the same period, 98 per cent 

of pregnant women accessed ante-
natal care, 98 per cent were tested 
for HIV and 98 per cent of pregnant 
women living with HIV received an-
tiretroviral treatment.
“Barbados has shown that eliminat-

ing mother-to-child transmission of 

HIV is possible when women and 
children have access to quality health 
services without barriers,” said 
PAHO Director Dr Jarbas Barbosa.
He described the certification as a 

significant achievement for Barba-
dos, the Caribbean and global efforts 
to end AIDS in children.
Lisa Cummins, the health and well-

ness minister in Barbados, welcomed 
the recognition, saying it would 
help ensure that children could live 
healthy lives while mothers received 
the treatment and support needed 
during pregnancy.
“This is incredible for us, and it al-

lows us to be able to see our children 
living their full, best lives,” Cum-
mins said.
PAHO attributed the achievement 

to sustained collaboration between 
the Barbados Government and inter-
national partners to strengthen HIV 
services, disease surveillance and 
healthcare delivery.
UNICEF Regional Director for 

Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Robert Benes, said the certification 
demonstrated that an HIV diagnosis 
during pregnancy no longer had to 
result in transmission to a child.
Meanwhile, UNAIDS Regional Di-

rector for Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean, Luisa Cabal, also welcomed 
the milestone, crediting healthcare 
workers, civil society, people living 
with HIV and government leaders 
for their contributions.
She said the achievement reflected 

political commitment, investment 
in integrated health services and a 
strong emphasis on human rights and 
gender equality.
Barbados joins several Caribbean 

countries and territories recognised 
in recent years for progress towards 
eliminating mother-to-child trans-
mission. These include the Baha-
mas and Turks and Caicos Islands 
in 2026, and Jamaica and St Vincent 
and the Grenadines in 2024.
Brazil received certification in 2025. 

(CMC)

Barbados eliminates mother-to-child transmission of HIV
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Regional News

Survivors of the MV Barima tragedy 
and relatives of those who died are ex-
pected to testify when the Presidential 
Commission of Inquiry (CoI) resumes 
public hearings on November 10, Guy-
ana’s Attorney General Anil Nandlall 
has said.
Nandlall said the hearings are expect-

ed to continue into December, with per-
sonnel from the Transport and Harbours 
Department (T&HD) and the Maritime 
Administration Department (MARAD) 
also expected to give evidence.
The commission suspended oral hear-

ings on October 22 to allow its secre-
tariat to visit survivors in their commu-
nities and make statements in settings 
where they might feel more comfort-
able.
The commission’s chair, Belizean Jus-

tice Godfrey Phillip Smith, stressed that 
the pause “does not mean that the work 
of the commission comes to a stand-
still”.
During seven days of hearings at 

the Arthur Chung Conference Centre 
(ACCC), the commission heard testi-
mony from 33 witnesses, including first 
responders from the Guyana Defence 
Force (GDF) Coast Guard and Air 
Corps, as well as officials from MA-
RAD and the Guyana Civil Aviation 
Authority (GCAA).
The commissioners are now reviewing 

a large volume of documents submitted 
alongside the testimony.

The commission was sworn in on July 

30, 2026. Its other members are Polish 
physician Dr Andrzej Jasionowski, Ja-
maican Captain Hamada Fouda, Trini-
dad and Tobago attorney Nyree Dawn 
Alfonso, and Trinidad and Tobago Rear 
Admiral (Ret’d) Hayden Pritchard.
The inquiry is tasked with determin-

ing the cause of the incident, examining 
whether maritime laws and regulations 
were followed, and assessing the search 
and rescue operation. At the conclusion 
of its work, the commission is to submit 
its findings, observations and recom-
mendations to President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali.
The MV Barima capsized on July 18 

while travelling from Georgetown to 
Port Kaituma. (CMC)

MV Barima inquiry to hear survivors, relatives in November
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Opposition Leader Azruddin Mo-
hamed and a police officer were re-
manded to prison on Friday after 
being charged under the Cybercrime 
Act in connection with the alleged 
leak of government surveillance 
footage.
Mohamed and Police Constable 

Ryan Greene were denied bail when 
they appeared at the Sparendaam 
Magistrates’ Court and remanded to 
prison until November 24.
The charge, brought under Section 

9(2)(b) of the Cybercrime Act, relates 
to the alleged unauthorised access to 
and disclosure of electronic data con-
nected to national security.
The case stems from the alleged 

downloading and disclosure of sur-
veillance footage showing an Octo-
ber 12 incident in which Senior Su-
perintendent Prem Narine, head of 
the Guyana Police Force’s Special 
Branch, shot at a vehicle Mohamed 
was travelling in. The incident oc-
curred after the vehicle was allegedly 
intercepted near Narine’s residence.
Police have said Greene admitted 

to downloading the footage from the 
Government’s Safe Country surveil-
lance system. They allege that Mo-
hamed paid the officer GY$800,000 
(US$3,828) for the recording, which 
he played at a news conference this 
week.
Mohamed, his driver and the staff 

member are also on bail in connec-
tion with separate allegations of fire-
arm and ammunition possession and 
attempting to obstruct the course of 
justice by discharging a loaded fire-
arm near Narine’s residence.
Narine is a key witness in proceed-

ings concerning a United States re-
quest for the extradition of Mohamed 
and his father, Nazar Mohamed.
The media were prevented from 

entering the courtroom to cover the 
proceedings on Friday. Following the 
hearing, Mohamed’s attorney, Senior 
Counsel Roysdale Forde, said there 
was “absolutely no basis for the re-
fusal of bail” for Mohamed.
He said the magistrate had refused 

bail because Mohamed had previous-
ly been granted bail and had been ac-
cused of committing other offences.
Forde also argued that the prosecu-

tion had failed to demonstrate the el-
ements of the cybercrime offence.
“Mr Mohamed was charged under 

Section 9 of the Cyber Crime Act, 
and a simple reading by a Common 
Entrance student would understand 
what are the elements of an offence. It 
requires for you to obtain something 

– in this case, data – and requires you 
to give it to someone. The prosecu-
tion’s case has failed to demonstrate 
the elements of the offence,” he said.
Greene’s attorney, Darren Wade, 

also criticised the decision to deny 
bail, describing the charge as im-
proper and disputing that the footage 
constituted information relating to 
national security.
“The charge of itself is nonsensi-

cal,” he said.
Both attorneys said they would go to 

the High Court to seek bail for their 
clients.
In a statement, the A Partnership for 

National Unity (APNU) said it was 
“deeply concerned” by Mohamed’s 
remand to prison, noting that the 
charge he faces relates to a non-vio-
lent offence.
“The Bail Act requires a court to 

have reason to believe, on evidence, 
that a defendant is likely to commit 
another offence before bail is re-
fused,” APNU said in a statement on 
Friday. “Pending allegations are not 
convictions, and the presumption of 
innocence applies. We believe the ba-
sis for the finding deserves close scru-
tiny, and we trust his High Court ap-
plication will be heard independently 
and on the evidence alone.” (CMC)

Regional News

One 150KVA 3phase Generator with Out Door Enclosure. 
One 50KVA Single Generator with Out Door Enclosure.

THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300

Generators for Rent

Guyana Opposition leader, policeman jailed 
on cybercrime charge
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Regional News

Caribbean Community (Caricom) 
Secretary-General Dr Carla Barnett 
is urging member states to acceler-
ate investment in renewable energy 
and resilient infrastructure to reduce 
dependence on imported fuels and 
strengthen regional energy security.
In a message marking the launch of 

Caricom Energy Month 2026, Bar-
nett said the region must take concrete 
steps to develop sustainable, afford-
able and resilient energy systems in 
the face of rising energy costs and the 
growing threat of climate change.
This year’s observance is being held 

under the theme, “Harnessing Energy, 
Advancing Resilient Development”.
Barnett noted that Caricom member 

states, as small island and low-ly-
ing coastal developing states, remain 
among the most vulnerable to the ad-
verse effects of climate change, while 
continuing to grapple with volatile 
global energy prices.
“These converging challenges under-

score the urgency of building energy 
systems that are sustainable, afford-
able and resilient,” she said.
The secretary-general said the Ca-

ribbean possesses significant renew-
able energy resources, including solar, 
wind, hydro, geothermal, biomass and 
marine energy, which could help trans-
form the region’s energy landscape.

She said greater use of these resourc-
es would improve energy security, re-
duce fuel imports, lower energy costs 
and create new opportunities for eco-
nomic development.
However, Barnett stressed that invest-

ments in renewable energy must be ac-
companied by modernised electricity 
grids, energy storage technologies and 
infrastructure capable of withstanding 
hurricanes and other external shocks.
She acknowledged that conventional 

energy sources would continue to play 
an important role during the transition 
to cleaner technologies.
Barnett noted that although the Ca-

ribbean accounts for less than one per 
cent of global greenhouse gas emis-
sions, Caricom remains committed to 
expanding renewable energy use.
She said the transition was not only 

about reducing emissions, but also 
conserving foreign exchange, strength-

ening energy security, generating eco-
nomic opportunities and advancing 
the United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals.
The Caricom secretary-general also 

called for stronger collaboration 
among governments, the private sec-
tor, development partners, academic 
institutions and civil society to accel-
erate the region’s energy transforma-
tion.
“Through collective action, innova-

tion, investment, and knowledge-shar-
ing, we can unlock the full potential of 
the Caribbean’s renewable energy re-
sources, and build a more prosperous 
and resilient community for present 
and future generations,” Barnett said.
She emphasised that the region’s 

commitment to climate resilience and 
sustainable development must now 
be translated into measurable action. 
(CMC)

Caricom urges greater investment in renewable 
energy to strengthen regional resilience

GENERATORS FOR RENT
150KVA 3Phase 3wire.120/240v. 
50KVA 3Phase 3wire 120/240v.
CONTACT:
THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300

GENERATOR  RENTALS

FOR SALE
One 30KVA  open set Generator with 200amp Automatic 
Transfer Switch.                                                       $40.000.00ec.
THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

India’s opposition parties on Sunday 
renewed calls for the resignation of 
the country’s election chief, staging 
fresh protests in the latest display of 
public dissent against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government.
The protest, called by opposition 

bloc INDIA, drew tens of thousands 
of demonstrators, some carrying mu-
sical instruments and waving various 
flags, as they chanted slogans against 
the policies of the central govern-
ment. Several opposition parties of 
the alliance, formed in 2023 to unseat 
Modi, mobilized their cadres from 
different states for the protest, which 
comes weeks after a police crack-
down on protesters in New Delhi.
Led by Rahul Gandhi, leader of the 

main opposition Congress party, and 
backed by the youth “Cockroach” 
movement, the protesters called for 
the safeguarding of India’s democ-
racy while demanding the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar over a contentious 
voter roll revision.
The protesters gathered at Ramlila 

Maidan, a sprawling public square 
in New Delhi, after police last month 
withdrew Jantar Mantar from the list 
of officially designated venues for 
demonstrations. The historic obser-
vatory had long served as the capi-
tal’s main protest site.
Authorities deployed thousands 

of police and paramilitary soldiers 
and mounted extensive surveillance, 
with more than 200 CCTV cameras, 
drones and body-worn cameras at the 
venue and along the protest route, of-
ficials said.
The ongoing review of voter lists 

has removed more than 130 million 
names since last year. Critics say 
the exercise is politically motivated, 
threatens to disenfranchise millions 

more, and has disproportionately af-
fected minorities, particularly Mus-
lims.
The Election Commission and Mo-

di’s administration deny the allega-
tions and say the revision is intended 
to remove duplicate and ineligible 
entries.
Human Rights Watch on Thursday 

said the accusations over the voter 
roll revision raise “serious questions 
about the fairness of future Indian 
elections.”
“The authorities should immediate-

ly scrap the voter roll revision pro-
cess that has denied India’s most 
marginalized people their right to 
vote and other government services,” 
said Elaine Pearson, the group’s Asia 
director, in a statement.
The call for Kumar’s resignation 

has for weeks been a rallying cry for 
opposition parties and supporters of 
the Cockroach Janta Party seeking 
to challenge Modi’s Hindu nation-
alist Bharatiya Janata Party, or BJP. 
Opposition parties, mainly the Con-
gress, say the ruling BJP has under-

taken systemic manipulation of the 
electoral process, accusing the party 
of “vote chori”, or vote theft.
Modi has not publicly commented 

on the protests. Some of his party 
leaders have dismissed the demon-
strators as “anarchists” and suggest-
ed, without offering evidence, that 
they are backed by foreign powers.
In July, protests led by the youth 

“cockroach” movement forced the 
resignation of Modi’s education min-
ister, a rare setback for Modi, who 
has been in power for more than 12 
years. The movement began as an on-
line satirical campaign this summer 
after India’s chief justice compared 
unemployed young people to para-
sites.
Suresh Sharma, a protester from 

northern Haryana state, said the 
country’s system needed reform as 
democracy was being throttled.
The process of voter roll revision 

needs to be scrapped, Sharma said, 
adding: “We demand that Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar 
resign and be arrested.” (AP)

Opposition parties stage new protest against 
the elections chief
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Somali pirates have seized an Irani-
an fishing vessel carrying 23 people, 
the Maritime Security Center Indian 
Ocean said, warning that the ship was 
approaching a commercial shipping 
lane and could become a floating base 
for further attacks.
The Azini was hijacked Thursday 

between the coastal towns of Bandar 
Bayla and Hafun in northeastern So-
malia, a maritime security officer with 
the Puntland Maritime Police Force 
said Sunday.
The officer told The Associated Press 

that 12 pirates seized the vessel, which 
was carrying 21 Iranian crew mem-
bers and two Somali security guards. 
He spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he wasn’t authorised to speak 
with the media.
The crew’s safety was unknown, the 

centre said in an alert dated Saturday. 
In an updated warning, it said that pi-

rates could use the vessel as a “mother 
ship” to support attacks on commer-
cial vessels.
The European Union’s naval Oper-

ation Atalanta was investigating. The 
centre urged ships in the area to remain 
vigilant and report suspicious activity.
The seizure follows a resurgence of 

Somali piracy across the Gulf of Aden 
and western Indian Ocean. By August, 
pirates had hijacked six commercial 
vessels since April, with some attacks 

taking place far from Somalia’s coast-
line. The captures included the oil 
products tanker Sibu 1, seized about 
136 nautical miles (252 kilometres) 
east of al-Mukalla, Yemen.
In September, Puntland authorities 

said pirates killed five crew members 
of the tanker MT Honour 25 before se-
curity forces recovered the vessel. The 
tanker had been held since April. Au-
thorities said that 16 suspected pirates 
were detained. (AP)

Pirates seize Iranian fishing vessel, raising 
fears of attacks on cargo ships
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

A business jet carrying nine peo-
ple nose-dived into a South Florida 
neighbourhood Sunday and erupted 
into a giant fireball that appeared to 
just miss homes near a busy road-
way.
Everyone on board was killed, the 

nation’s transportation secretary 
said.
Video recorded by people inside 

their cars captured the terrifying 
moment the Bahamas-bound air-
craft plunged from the sky before 
striking near the Palm Beach Coun-
ty roadway and exploding.
Flames flickered around chunks of 

pavement lining a crater as people 
milled about, expressing shock that 
it landed only feet from homes and 
inches from passing vehicles.
Thick black smoke engulfed the 

crash site.
Transportation Secretary Sean 

Duffy posted on X that the Learjet 
60 crashed in Palm Beach County 
at 12:50 p.m. and called it a “horrif-
ic tragedy.”
The Federal Aviation Administra-

tion is sending a team to support 
the National Transportation Safety 
Board’s investigation, he said.
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis 

said there were no immediate re-
ports of anyone on the ground in-
jured or killed.
“It was a cataclysmic plane crash,” 

DeSantis told reporters at the scene. 
“It looked like a missile going down 
and left a big crater on the side of 
the road.”
Rain pounded the region on Sun-

day.
A flood watch due to excessive 

rainfall was in effect through Mon-

day afternoon, the National Weath-
er Service said.
The aircraft had departed Aus-

tin-Bergstrom International Air-
port in Texas and was headed to the 
Bahamas, according to the Federal 
Aviation Administration. Authori-
ties did not immediately say what 
caused the jet to go down or who 
was on it.
The plane was heading east at 

35,000 feet (about 11 kilometres) 
when pilots reported turbulence, ic-
ing and precipitation and requested 
to climb another 2,000 feet (about 
610 meters).
Moments later, the plane entered 

a steep dive, first 10,000 feet per 
minute, then 20,000 feet per minute 
and up to 30,000 feet per minute, 
speeding the plane beyond its de-
sign limits, according to air traffic 
control recordings and flight track-
ing data.
A pilot declared an emergency 

and issued distress calls. The plane 
banked sharply to the right before it 
smashed into the ground.

Minutes before the crash, the pilot 
reported ice accumulating on the jet 
and turbulence that was jolting it by 
as much as 700 feet (213 meters), 
according to air traffic control re-
cordings captured by LiveATC.net.
“We have light, clear ice that is 

manageable and moderate turbu-
lence,” the pilot told controllers.
But the situation rapidly deterio-

rated. After encountering precipi-
tation and requesting to climb, the 
pilot declared an emergency as the 
aircraft began losing altitude at an 
alarming rate.
“We’re descending 8,000 – may-

day, mayday - we’re descending 
10,000 feet per minute,” the pilot 
radioed.
“We are in an overspeed condi-

tion descending 20,000 feet per 
minute,” the pilot radioed, before 
delivering a devastating acknowl-
edgment of what was about to hap-
pen. “We’re going to crash into the 
ground.” (AP)

Jet nosedives and erupts into fireball near busy roadway 
in South Florida, all 9 on board died
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Lindsay Clancy returns to court Mon-
day in a bid to dismiss the charges that 
she murdered her three young chil-
dren.
The hearing Monday is the second 

time the Massachusetts mother has 
been in court since her trial ended with 
a deadlocked jury in September after 
jurors were unable to agree on a ver-
dict. Prosecutors have yet to announce 
whether they plan to retry Clancy. 
They could choose to retry her on 
first-degree murder charges or pursue 
lesser charges, including second-de-
gree murder or manslaughter, or drop 
the case entirely.
Clancy has never disputed killing her 

three young children in 2023, but her 
lawyer has argued she had postpartum 
psychosis and was unable to control 

her behavior. Prosecutors have ac-
knowledged that the 36-year-old Clan-
cy had mental health problems but said 
she acted deliberately and understood 
her actions were wrong.
The focus at Monday’s hearing in 

front of Judge William Sullivan is ex-
pected to be on a motion from the de-
fense to dismiss the charges on double 
jeopardy grounds.
They argue that the court did not need 

to declare a mistrial. Instead, it could 
have questioned the lone holdout ju-
ror Michael Desronvil, or the jury 
foreperson, regarding reports that he 
was refusing to follow court instruc-
tions with regards to reasonable doubt 
and failing to follow the law as he was 
instructed. That could have led to Des-
ronvil being removed, thus avoiding 

the need for a mistrial.
Since the trial ended, Desronvil said 

he was certain of Clancy’s guilt but 
that no one would listen to him.
Prosecutors, in their motion to dis-

miss, argue that double jeopardy “does 
not bar the Commonwealth from seek-
ing justice on behalf of the three vic-
tims.”
They argue it was unnecessary to in-

vestigate Desronvil, whom they don’t 
name but describe as the dissenting ju-
ror, because the foreperson complaint 
did not allege “any personal issue, 
bias, or extraneous attributable to the 
dissenting juror.” Singling that juror 
out, they argued, for an investigation 
“surely would have led to judicial co-
ercion” and the “impermissible intru-
sion into the substance of the jury’s 
private deliberations.”
The other motion expected to be 

discussed is the Commonwealth’s re-
quest for a gag order that would bar 
attorneys and their supporters “from 
making extrajudicial statements to the 
media that would have a substantial 
likelihood of materially prejudicing 
the criminal proceeding.”
Attorney Kevin Reddington has giv-

en a series of interviews since the 
mistrial and held walking news con-
ferences almost every day during the 
proceedings. Prosecutors, in contrast, 
never talked to reporters.
In response, Clancy’s lawyers said 

this motion would amount to prior re-
straint since it is barring speech before 
it occurs. “The government bears a 
heavy burden to justify such an order,” 
Laura McConnell, who was hired by 
Clancy’s defense team, wrote. “There 
is no jury and it is unknown whether 
one will ever be impaneled. There is 
no trial date. The motion should be de-
nied.” (AP)

Lindsay Clancy returns to court in a bid to dismiss 
charges she killed her three young children

Sports News
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Sandals and APUA Inet Jennings Grenades

 Grenades and Bullets advance to final of ABFA 
Knockout Cup

Defending champions Sandals and 
APUA Inet Jennings Grenades and 
Auto Craze Pigotts Bullets will bat-
tle for the title in the 2026/27 Antigua 
and Barbuda Football Association’s 
(ABFA) pre-season knockout compe-
tition.
Both teams advanced to the final of 

the ABFA Knockout Cup by securing 
wins in the semi-finals at the ABFA 
Technical Center on Saturday evening.
Obafami Poyotte scored twice as the 

top-seeded Jennings Grenades surged 
to a 4-1 victory over fifth-seed Garden 
Stars in the second semi-final.
Poyotte had conversions in the fifth 

and 51st minutes, while teammates 
Barrington Blake and Troy Jules 
scored in the 58th and 85th minutes, 
respectively.

Tarik Charles scored a consolation 
goal in the 22nd minute for the Gar-
den Stars, who finished the match with 
10 men due to the expulsion of Devon 
Spencer in the 87th minute after he re-
ceived a red card.
Kemoi Walsh also produced a 

double-conversion to propel the 
third-seeded Pigotts Bullets to a 3-2 
victory against the second-seeded As-
ton Villa Lions in the first semi-final.
Walsh had conversions in the second 

and 57th minutes, while the other goal 
for Pigotts Bullets was scored by Mal-
colm Stewart in the 81st minute.
Emerson Tibert scored in the 29th 

minute, and Jordan Francis had a 
90th-minute conversion for the Villa 
Lions, who finished the match with 
nine men.

Two Villa Lions’ players received red 
cards and were expelled, one in the 
first half and the other in the second 
half.
Meanwhile, Ranjae Williams scored 

a late equalizer for Green City FC to 
salvage a 1-1 draw with promoted 
Freemans Village Scorpions in a re-
scheduled Premier Division match at 
the ABFA Technical Center.
Williams scored in the 90th minute 

after D’Andre Bishop’s 27th-minute 
conversion gave the Freemans Village 
Scorpions a one-nil lead at halftime.
It was the first outing for Green City 

FC in this season’s Premier Division 
League, while the Freemans Village 
Scorpions picked up their first point 
after suffering a 3-0 loss to defending 
champions Jennings Grenades in their 
season opener.
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Real Blizzard FC have 
maintained their unbeaten 
start to their campaign in the 
Antigua and Barbuda Foot-
ball Association’s (ABFA) 
Second Division League.
Real Blizzard picked up 

their third win in as many 
games after being award-
ed a 3-0 victory via default 
against the Liberta Black-
hawks in their encounter at 
the New Winthorpes playing 
field. It was the third loss in 
as many matches for the Lib-
erta Blackhawks.
Sea View Farm FC contin-

ued their winning start to 
their campaign in the ABFA’s 
Second Division in impres-
sive fashion.
Sea View Farm FC fol-

lowed up their 7-0 drubbing 
of the Liberta Blackhawks in 
their season opener with an 
8-1 victory over the CPTSA 
Wings at the Sea View Farm 
playing field.
Nigel Graham and Azari 

Edwards struck first-half hat 
tricks to give Sea View Farm 
a 6-1 lead at halftime. Mark-
land Wright and Leon O’Gar-
ro each scored a goal in the 
second half to wrap up the 
victory.
Clinton Benjamin scored a 

consolation goal in the 34th 
minute for the CPTSA Wings, 
who crashed to their third de-
feat in as many outings.
Glanvilles FC claimed their 

second successive win in 
the ABFA’s Second Division 
League. After losing their 
season opener 4-0 to Point 
Westham FC, Glanvilles FC 
followed up in their 3-0 vic-
tory over Police FC with a 
4-2 win against FC Master-
ballers at the Golden Grove 
playing field.
Goals by Teejay Roberts in 

the second minute and Zach 
Stanislas in the fifth minute 

gave FC Masterballers a two-
nil lead. But Glanvilles FC 
hit back to score four goals to 
win the match.
Roshaun Martin scored his 

first of two goals in the 34th 
minute for Glanvilles, which 
allowed FC Masterballers to 
take a 2-1 lead at halftime.
Jayquanie Nanton equalized 

for Glanvilles FC by convert-
ing a penalty kick in the 60th 
minute. Martin scored his 
second goal in the 64th min-
ute, and Zaleeq Lake sealed 
the win with an 83rd-minute 
conversion.
It was the first defeat for FC 

Master Ballers after record-
ing a 3-1 victory over Wadad-
li United FC in their season 
opener.
After winning their first two 

matches, Bendals FC main-
tained their unbeaten start 
to the second division by 
salvaging a 2-2 draw with 
Tryum FC at the Cashew Hill 
playing field.
Glenroy Bartley snatched a 

late equalizer for Bendals FC 
with a conversion in the first 
minute of added time to se-
cure the draw.
Alvah Guishard Jr. scored 

in the 23rd minute to give 

Bendals FC a one-nil lead at 
halftime despite his team be-
ing reduced to 10 men with 
the expulsion of teammate 
Jahken Jacobs, who received 
a red card in the 20th minute.
But Tryum FC hit back to 

take a 2-1 lead late in the sec-
ond half. Deotcha Moses put 
Tryum FC ahead with a strike 
in the 81st minute after team-
mate Jamarre James scored 
the equalizer in the 78th min-
ute.
The result allows Tryum FC 

to pick up their first point af-
ter crashing to a 4-1 defeat 
against Police FC in their 
opening game of the season.
But the Cedar Grove Blue 

Jays, who were relegated 
from the ABFA’s First Divi-
sion last season, continued 
their dismal start to compe-
tition in the second division.
After losing their first two 

matches by defaulting to the 
Young Warriors and Black-
burn Palace, the Cedar Grove 
Blue Jays suffered their third 
successive loss with a 3-2 
defeat against Lion Hill FC 
at the Golden Grove playing 
field.
Kishorn Hamilton scored 

the opening goal via a 

fifth-minute conversion to 
put the Blue Jays ahead. But 
Jevio Grey produced a dou-
ble conversion with goals in 
the 11th and 13th minute, and 
Kenique Jackson scored in 
the 12th minute to give Lion 
Hill FC a 3-1 lead at halftime.
Damion Lara reduced the 

deficit by scoring a second 
goal in the 62nd minute for 
the Cedar Grove Blue Jays, 
who finished the match with 
10 men after Ja-Rohn Thom-
as received a red card and 
was expelled in the 84th min-
ute.
It was the first win for Lion 

Hill FC after suffering a 6-1 
drubbing to Real Blizzard FC 
in their season opener.
But the match between the 

Urlings Golden Stars and 
Point West Ham was stopped 
in the 55th minute due to bad 
light at the Fort Road playing 
field.
At the time when the match 

was halted, the Urlings Gold-
en Stars were enjoying a 3-0 
lead, courtesy of two goals 
by Kion Jackson and a con-
version from Derrick Pryce. 
Point Westham also failed to 
convert a penalty kick during 
the encounter.
Both the Urlings Golden 

Stars and Point Westham 
FC won their previous two 
matches.
The Second Division match 

between Police and Bethesda 
at Clare Hall was postponed. 
It means Bethesda remains 
on one point from two match-
es, while Police FC has three 
points from two games.
The match at Mount Pleasant 

between North Coast FC and 
Fort Road FC was also post-
poned. North Coast FC won 
their previous two matches, 
while Fort Road FC drew one 
and lost the other of their two 
previous encounters.

Sports News

Real Blizzard football team

Real Blizzard maintain winning start in Second Division
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The Board of Education basketball team

BOE beat Shooterz to level business league playoff finals

Cup-holders Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) has drawn level with 
Richie’s Shooterz in the Cool and 
Smooth Antigua and Barbuda Bas-
ketball Association’s (ABBA) Busi-
ness League Playoff Championship 
finals.
In a repeat of last year’s finals, 

the top-seeded Board of Educa-
tion stayed on course to make a 
successful defense of their title by 
surging to a 76-59 victory over the 
second-seeded Richie’s Shooterz in 
Game 2 of the best-of-five series at 
the JSC Sports Complex on Satur-
day night.
Daniel Perez led the way for the 

BOE by scoring 22 points. In sup-
port, his brother Danny Perez and 

Xavier “X-Man” Meade each con-
verted 16 points, and Adonis Hum-
phreys sank 13 points for the BOE.
Steven Matthew shot a game-

high 27 points, and Cohen Desou-
za scored 18 points for Richie’s 
Shooterz.
The series is now tied at 1-1 after 

last year’s losing finalists, Richie’s 
Shooterz, took the early advantage 
by snatching a 68-61 victory over 
the Board of Education in Game 1.
Richie’s Shooterz were led by Ste-

ven Matthew, who produced 18 
points. Kwame Braithwaite sank 
14 points, and Cohen Desouza and 
Jaheem James each converted 13 
points for Richie’s Shooterz.

Adonis Humphreys shot a game-
high 20 points, and Daniel Perez 
scored 14 points for the Board of 
Education.
The Board of Education, which 

won the round-robin league title for 
the second successive year, will re-
sume their quest for a back-to-back 
playoff title when they clash with 
Richie’s Shooterz in Game 3 of fi-
nals at the JSC Sports Complex on 
Thursday evening at 7:30.
Richie’s Shooterz are seeking to do 

much better than their second-place 
finish in this year’s round-robin 
league by overcoming the Board of 
Education in the finals and captur-
ing the playoff title.
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Sports News
West Indies beat Bangladesh to win first Test

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — Open-
er Brandon King hit an unbeaten 81 
as West Indies chased down 170 with 
ease to beat Bangladesh by eight wick-
ets in the first cricket Test on Saturday.
Bangladesh was bowled out for 142 

in the second innings, taking a lead of 
just 169 runs after losing nine wickets 
to the West Indies spinners.
Skipper Roston Chase claimed five 

for 36 with his wily off-spin, and left-
arm spinner Jomel Warrican followed 
his five for 53 in the first with four for 
63 in the Bangladesh second innings.
On an increasingly deteriorating pitch 

on Day 4, interrupted by bad light, rain, 
and lightning, the West Indies openers 
John Campbell and King employed an 
attacking approach rather than defend-
ing the spinners.
They swept with precision to score 

runs fluently and put on 112 runs for 
the opening stand, which determined 
the course of the game.

“The two openers gave us a good 
start,” Chase said. “Sometimes, when 
a couple of wickets fall early, it creates 
a bit of panic in the dressing room, but 
the guys went out there today and got 
us off to a lovely start in the second in-
nings. It gave us that momentum, and 
we carried it right through to the end.”
King raised his sixth fifty from 68 

balls, with a late-cut-boundary toward 
deep backward point. It also brought 
up 100-run partnership, keeping Ban-
gladesh bowlers frustrated.
Bangladesh pacer Shoriful Islam 

broke through with the wicket of 
Campbell with a perfect in-swinger 
that flattened the stump. After scoring 
54 in the first innings, Campbell made 
49 in the second.
Pacer Hasan Mahmud then dismissed 

Tagenarine Chanderpaul for one to 
offer Bangladesh some hope. But Ka-
vem Hodge, unbeaten on 31, and King 
put on 50 from 58 balls to help the side 
seal the game and take 1-0 lead in the 

two-match series. King 
struck 10 fours and one 
six for his 115-ball 81 not 
out.
“We fell on the back foot 

in the first innings,” Ban-
gladesh captain Najmul 
Hossain Shanto said.
“After finishing the day 

at 213, we were bowled 
out for 272. We fell quite 
far behind at that point. 
We knew batting would 
become difficult later in 
the match.
“We are taking one 

match at a time. We did 
not play our best cricket 
in this test. Now we have 
to look forward to the sec-
ond Test and think about 
how we can come back 
strongly.”
Starting the fourth day 

on 79 for six, Bangladesh 
was able to add just 63 

runs with Nayeem Hasan scoring most 
of them. Nayeem was the last batter 
out for 52, after brining up his maiden 
half-century in the Test.
Nayeem guided the lower order as-

tutely to take the lead past 150 amid 
the vicious spin bowling from Warri-
can and Chase.
Chase dropped Nayeem on 29 but the 

batter showed the grit on tricky surface 
to raise his maiden half-century off 87 
balls when he guided a delivery from 
Warrican to mid-wicket for a single.
Chase, however, dismissed him for 

his fifth five-wicket haul and wrapped 
up Bangladesh innings as Nayeem 
miscued a shot to long-on.
Bangladesh was bowled out for 272 

in their first innings before dismissing 
West Indies for 245. The final Test is 
in Sylhet, starting on Wednesday.

West Indies John Campbell, left, and Brandon King compiled a 112-run opening partnership against Ban-
gladesh on the fourth day of the first cricket Test in Dhaka, Bangladesh on Saturday, October 31, 2026. 
(Getty Images)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.

TUESDAY 03RD NOVEMBER 2026

Second-place finish for Antiguans at Battle 
of the Isles tourney

Antigua and Barbuda’s senior nation-
al team claimed the runners-up spot 
in the 2026 Battle of the Isles Tourna-
ment (BOIT), which took place in St. 
Maarten from October 28 to Novem-
ber 1.
Antigua and Barbuda finished in sec-

ond place after suffering their only 
loss in the seven-team round-robin 
tournament with a narrow 40-43 de-
feat to champions, the Commonwealth 
of Dominica, in their final encounter 
at the LB Sports Auditorium in Phil-
lipsburg.
Tashana Bloomfield scored 22 of her 

30 attempts, and teammate Erverdine 
Parker-Barnarde, who was named the 
Most Valuable Player (MVP) for An-

tigua and Barbuda at the tournament, 
converted 17 of her 34 shots.
After launching their campaign with 

a commanding 71-7 drubbing of Saba, 
the Antiguans claimed their second 
win by snatching a 38-33 victory 
against St. Kitts and Nevis.
Erverdine Parker-Barnarde produced 

25 points from 38 shots, and Kizzy 
Hughes scored 11 of her 15 tries for 
Antigua and Barbuda.
Rochella Challenger converted 20 

of her 23 shots, and Aaliyah Gibson 
scored 13 of her 33 attempts for St 
Kitts and Nevis.
Team Antigua and Barbuda also 

surged to a commanding 60-16 vic-
tory over host St. Maarten, crushed 

Anguilla 52-13, and pre-
vailed 39-12 against St. 
Eustatius.
The Commonwealth 

of Dominica played un-
beaten to claim the title, 
winning all six matches 
at the 10th edition of the 
annual tournament. The 
Dominican prevailed 48-
33 against St. Kitts and 
Nevis before crushing St. 
Eustatius 69-8.
Dominica trounced Saba 

87-15, prevailed 65-24 
over St. Maarten, and 
crushed Anguilla 82-7 
before clinching the title 
with their three-point win 
over Antigua and Barbu-
da.

St. Kitts and Nev-
is clinched third place 
ahead of St. Maarten af-
ter both teams finished 

with identical records of three wins 
and three losses.
The Kittitians claimed the bronze 

medal by winning their last two 
matches, beating St. Maarten 62-32 
and crushing Saba 73-17.
St. Maarten captured fourth place, 

while St. Eustatius secured fifth place 
by recording two wins from their six 
matches. St. Eustatius won by default 
over St. Kitts and Nevis and prevailed 
29-13 against Saba in their final en-
counter.
Anguilla claimed one win to finish 

second from the bottom of the stand-
ings, while SABA finished in the cel-
lar, losing all six matches.

Team Antigua and Barbuda with their trophies at finishing second at the Battle of the Isles Netball Tour-
nament at the LB Sports Auditorium in Phillipsburg, St. Maarten on Sunday, November 1, 2026. (Photo 
courtesy of the ABNA)
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