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Prime Minister Browne Advances Renewable Energy,
Electric Mobility and Investment Partnerships During
High-Level Bilateral Engagements in Australia

Prime Minister Gaston Browne

Prime Minister Gaston Browne is
using his participation in the Glob-
al Citizen NOW Summit in Perth,
Western Australia, to advance a series
of high-level bilateral engagements
aimed at strengthening Antigua and
Barbuda’s renewable energy transi-
tion, expanding investment opportu-
nities and securing practical partner-
ships for sustainable development.

The Prime Minister’s engagements
include meetings with senior rep-
resentatives of the Government of
Western Australia, international re-
newable energy companies, philan-
thropic organisations and Common-
wealth leaders.

The discussions are intended to build
international support for Antigua and
Barbuda’s development priorities,
particularly renewable energy, elec-
tric mobility, climate resilience and
the creation of new economic oppor-
tunities.

Prime Minister Browne met on
Monday with the Premier of Western
Australia, Roger Cook, and the Min-

ister for Energy and Decarbonisation,
Amber-Jade Sanderson.

The discussions focused on Western

Australia’s experience in expanding
renewable energy, strengthening en-
ergy security and developing clean
industries.

The Prime Minister outlined a pro-

posed Organisation of Eastern Ca-
ribbean States (OECS) Renewable
Islands Initiative, which seeks to
transform the energy systems of
participating island nations through
greater regional cooperation and in-
vestment in renewable technologies.

The initiative reflects the Prime
Minister’s commitment to reducing
the region’s dependence on imported
fossil fuels, improving energy afford-
ability and strengthening economic
resilience.

Prime Minister Browne highlighted
the need for stronger international
support for Small Island Developing
States in both the Caribbean and Pa-
cific regions.

He presented the proposed OECS
Renewable Islands Initiative and ex-
plored whether Fortescue and the
Minderoo Foundation could contrib-
ute technical expertise, financial sup-
port or other forms of cooperation as
the initiative develops.

The Prime Minister also outlined
Antigua and Barbuda’s efforts to es-
tablish a sustainable electric mobility
programme, building on the Govern-
ment’s partnership with Octopus En-
ergy.

A further bilateral engagement is
scheduled with Ms. Zoisa North-
Bond, Chief Executive Officer of Oc-
topus Energy Generation.

The meeting will focus on progress
under the partnership between Anti-
gua and Barbuda and Octopus Ener-
gy, including arrangements for elec-
tric vehicles to support transportation
during CHOGM 2026.

Some of the vehicles have already
arrived in Antigua and Barbuda, rep-
resenting an important step in the
Government’s efforts to incorporate
cleaner transportation technologies
into national operations.

Prime Minister Browne will explore

how the electric vehicles can be in-
tegrated into a longer-term national
electric mobility strategy following
the Commonwealth meeting.

The discussions will address practi-
cal considerations including charging
infrastructure, maintenance, opera-
tional requirements, vehicle deploy-
ment and potential financing arrange-
ments.

The Prime Minister is expected to
emphasise that the electric vehicle
initiative should not be limited to a
single international event but should
create a lasting legacy that supports
Antigua and Barbuda’s climate com-
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mitments and national development
objectives.

He will also explore whether Fortes-
cue, Minderoo and other internation-
al partners could assist with the next
phase of the programme.

Prime Minister Browne will also use
the bilateral engagements to promote
investment opportunities associated
with the upcoming Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting,
scheduled for November 1-4, 2026.

The Government is developing
an Invest Antigua and Barbuda op-
portunity during CHOGM to encour-
age greater international interest in
the country’s investment prospects.

The Prime Minister is expected to
invite participation from internation-
al business leaders and organisations
with interests in renewable energy,
sustainable infrastructure and other
priority sectors.

He will emphasise that Antigua and
Barbuda is seeking partnerships that

deliver measurable benefits, create
employment and strengthen the coun-
try’s long-term economic competi-
tiveness.

The Prime Minister’s bilateral pro-
gramme also included a meeting with
the former Prime Minister of Samoa,
Fiame Naomi Mata‘afa, who pre-
viously served as Commonwealth
Chair-in-Office.

The engagement provided an oppor-
tunity to exchange perspectives on the
development challenges confronting
Caribbean and Pacific island nations.

Prime Minister Browne sought her
reflections on Samoa’s experience
hosting the previous Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting and
discussed lessons that could inform
Antigua and Barbuda’s preparations
for CHOGM 2026.

The meeting also provided an oppor-
tunity to discuss how the Common-
wealth can deliver more meaningful
benefits to its citizens, particularly
vulnerable communities and young
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people.

Prime Minister Browne’s bilateral
engagements in Australia form part of
the Government’s broader strategy to
leverage international partnerships in
support of national and regional de-
velopment.

The discussions reflect Antigua and
Barbuda’s commitment to moving
beyond declarations of intent towards
practical cooperation in renewable
energy, investment, climate resilience
and sustainable economic growth.

The Prime Minister has consistently
maintained that small island nations
must pursue strategic international
partnerships to overcome the struc-
tural challenges associated with lim-
ited resources, high energy costs and
exposure to external shocks.

The Government anticipates that the
engagements in Perth will provide
opportunities for continued dialogue
and the development of mutually ben-
eficial partnerships as
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CHOGM Task Force To Host Town Hall
Meeting Tonight

The first of four town hall meetings
planned by the National CHOGM i h St Heads of Government Meeting
Task Force takes place tonight at the
Sir John E. St. Luce Conference Cen- o LIVE K@
tre on the Factory Road. - - b

The town hall meetings form part of
the Task Force’s Outreach programme
and are designed to provide members
of the public with accurate informa-
tion regarding Antigua and Barbuda’s
hosting of the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting (CHOGM) o oL,
from November 1 — 4. —/fJ

“We are taking the town hall meet- (ST TSN\ GREPARC e 2020

ings to the people; we want to hear

their concerns generally, but more spe-
cifically, we want to hear from them

what impact the event will likely have

on their daily lives. Importantly, we
want to assure the business communi-

ty, residents of the city centre and peo-

ple generally that we do not and will JOHN E. ST. LUCE FINANCE
not shut down the city as has been ru- <> AND CONFERENCE CENTER
moured throughout the society,” For-
eign Minister, E.P Chet Greene stated. PANELISTS
L : Hon. E.P Chet Green - Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister Greene will head the.p.anel Superintendent Rodney Ellis - Head of Traffic RPFAB
at the town hall and he will be _]Oll’led Superintendent Elson Quammie - Head of Major Events RPFAB
by ngh Commissioner and Nation- Her Excellency Karen-Mae Hill - High Commissioner for Antigua and Barbuda to the UK
al CHOGM Focal Point, Karen-Mae
HIH, and Superintendents of POliCC, Join us for a town hall meeting on traffic changes, security
1 1 - arrangements, checkpoints and access to your community during
ROdney Ellis and Elson Quammle’ . CHOGM 2026. Learn how these measures may affect your daily
A special invitation was sent to the travel, homes and businesses, and get answers to your questions.
,p - Stay informed. Plan ahead. Be prepared.
Antigua and Barbuda Chamber of
Commerce and Industry inviting its FOLLOW US @ ® ® | LEARN MORE
members to attend to town hall meet- @abchogm2026 | chogm26.gov.ag
ing so that they can get direct answers
on the impact of the Opening Cere- businesses. for Five Islands, Parham and Cobbs

mony in particular, will have on their  Qther town hall meetings are planned Cross.

NT
ACB MORTGAGES
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Double Homicide At Creekside

The police are investigating a double
homicide following a shooting inci-
dent at Creek Side on Tuesday after-
noon, which claimed the lives of two
residents.

The victims are a 49-year-old man
and an 18-year-old woman, both res-
idents of Creek Side.

Preliminary reports indicate that
sometime between 4:00 p.m. and 5:00
p.m., a silver Honda CR-V, reportedly
carrying several occupants, drove into
the area and stopped in front of a shop.

It is alleged that more than one oc-
cupant exited the vehicle armed with
firearms and opened fire, striking both
victims multiple times. Both victims
reportedly sustained several gunshot
wounds about their bodies and were
transported to the hospital, where they
were subsequently pronounced dead.

Meanwhile, the police are appealing
to anyone who may have witnessed the
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incident or has information that could
assist with the ongoing investigation
to contact the Criminal Investigations
Department at 462-3913 or 462-3914,
or Crimestoppers at 800-TIPS (8477).

The Commissioner of Police and the

entire Police Administration extend
their deepest condolences to the fam-
ilies, relatives, and loved ones of the
deceased during this difficult time.

Further information will be provided
as the investigation unfolds.

)

Mprs. JeLLeTTE RALPH
(JeLLy BEaNS)
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Run of show Program and Focus Points

Zone 1-3 Wednesday October 21st,
2026, 6pm-8pm

Venue: John.E. St. Luce Finance
and Conference Center

10 min Moderator -Welcome, intro-
ductions, purpose of the meeting and
overview of the programme

10 min CHOGM Task Force Lead
-CHOGM briefing, key dates and im-
portance of public sensitization

15 min Hon. E. P. Chet Greene -Min-
isterial remarks and significance of
CHOGM

15 min Her Excellency Karen-Mae
Hill, High Commissioner- Remarks on
CHOGM and its significance

10 min NODS Representative -Pub-
lic preparedness and relevant public
information

15 min Superintendent Rodney El-
lis, Head of Traffic, and Superinten-
dent Elson Quammie, Head of Major
Events Traffic management, security
arrangements, and major event oper-
ations

35 min Moderator and Panel Public
question-and-answer session, clarifi-
cation of concerns and responses from
relevant panelists

10 min Moderator Summary of key
points, final announcements, appreci-
ation, and closing remarks

Zone 4 — Friday October 23rd,
2026, 6pm-8pm

Venue: University of The West In-
dies Five Island Campus

10 min Moderator -Welcome, intro-
ductions, purpose of the meeting and
overview of the programme

10 min CHOGM Task Force Lead
Chaneil Imhoff -CHOGM briefing,
key dates and importance of public
sensitization

10 min Youth Forum Donte Walter’s
- Youth participation and community
engagement

15 min Superintendent Rodney FEl-
lis, Head of Traffic, and Superinten-
dent Elson Quammie, Head of Major
Events Traffic management, security
arrangements, and major event oper-
ations

45 min Moderator and Panel Public
question-and-answer session, clarifi-
cation of concerns and responses from
relevant panelists

10 min Moderator Summary of key
points, final announcements, appreci-
ation, and closing remarks

Zone 5- Monday October 26th,
2026, 6pm-8pm

Venue: Parham Primary School

10 min Moderator -Welcome, intro-
ductions, purpose of the meeting and
overview of the programme

20 min CHOGM Task Force Lead
-CHOGM briefing, key dates and im-
portance of public sensitization

20min Superintendent Rodney El-
lis, Head of Traffic, and Superinten-
dent Elson Quammie, Head of Major

Events Traffic management, security
arrangements, and major event oper-
ations

50 min Moderator and Panel Public
question-and-answer session, clarifi-
cation of concerns and responses from
relevant panelists

10 min Moderator Summary of key
points, final announcements, appreci-
ation, and closing remarks

Zone 6- Tuesday October 27th,
2026, 6pm-8pm

Venue: Cobbs Cross

School

Primary

10 min Moderator -Welcome, intro-
ductions, purpose of the meeting and
overview of the programme

I15min CHOGM Task Force Lead
-CHOGM briefing, key dates and im-
portance of public sensitization

20 min Hon. E. P. Chet Greene -Min-
isterial remarks and significance of
CHOGM

20 min Superintendent Rodney El-
lis, Head of Traffic, and Superinten-
dent Elson Quammie, Head of Major
Events Traffic management, security
arrangements, and major event oper-
ations

40 min Moderator and Panel Public
question-and-answer session, clarifi-
cation of concerns and responses from
relevant panelists

10 min Moderator Summary of key
points, final announcements, appreci-
ation, and closing remarks

Open Daily -
12:00pm - 10:30pm
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Emergency drills take place ahead of CHOGM

Over the next two weeks emergen-
cy personnel will test their response
plans in preparation for the Com-
monwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) to be held here
in Antigua later this month.

On Thursday 22nd October, a
mass casualty exercise simulating
a vehicle crash at Scotts Hill will
take place, resulting in several peo-
ple being injured.

The objective is to test the re-
sponse mechanism at the Sir Lester
Bird Medical Centre and it is there-
fore expected that individuals will

be transported there via the Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS).

Personnel from the hospital, po-
lice, fire, various clinics and the
National Office of Disaster Ser-
vices (NODS) will all be part of
this week’s exercise expected to
run from 10:00 am to 1:00pm.
There will be some disruptions to
vehicular traffic in the vicinity of
the exercise.

Meanwhile, an evacuation drill is
being planned for next week Tues-
day 27™ October at the newly con-
structed Performing Arts Centre on
High Street in St. John’s.

This venue has been designated
for the opening ceremony for the
Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting which will see a host
of high-level delegates in atten-
dance. The safety of participants
will be paramount and it’s import-
ant that emergency personnel are
well prepared for any incident.

NODS has been working with var-
ious hotels and event venues to en-
hance their emergency plans ahead
of the most significant international
meeting ever to be held in Antigua.

V1

STATE INSURANCE

COMPANY LIMITED

Live in a better State of mind

. (268) 481-7800/04 . (268) 727-7422 info@siclfinancial.com @& www.siclfinancialcom Q@Y
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Chinese Embassy Hosts Youth Parliament
Representatives To Social Evening

Members of the Youth Parliaments
of Antigua and Barbuda, Montserrat,
St. Kitts and Nevis, Anguilla and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines who are in
St. John’s for a meeting of the region-
al youth parliament, were on Tuesday
night guests of honour of the Ambas-
sador of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na, Jiang Wei and the staff of the Chi-
nese Embassy.

The youth parliamentarians partici-
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pated in several activities during the
evening, including helping to colour
the Chinese characters on the China
and Caribbean Friendship Wall at the
entrance to the reception hall.

Ambassador Jiang noted that she was
very pleased to meet young friends
from the Eastern Caribbean region at
the Embassy, noting that she could feel
a strong sense of youth, which is open,
confident and energetic. This atmo-

%)
4
|
Yy B
x\.. 1 7
v ¢
= WY
B (ARBS Al S
ol
{+ 1 g :
e, v =
K : P
il
I
2
o
¢ AR,
ot TR
2 (el
L T, =
i
@
"
< el
o L

sphere is truly inspiring.

“We live in a closely connected world.
Technology makes staying in touch
easy, yet true mutual understanding
and knowledge of one another have
become more difficult. Without face-
to-face dialogue, misunderstandings
and uncertainty often take root. How
we see each other matters. How we
understand ~ different development
paths matters. How we seek common




WEDNESDAY 215TOCTOBER 2026

Local News

ground while respecting differences
matters. These are shared challenges
for young people everywhere. That is
why we are holding this cultural ex-
change reception,” Ambassador Jiang
remarked.

The ambassador is hopeful that events
such as the reception will strengthen
understanding and friendship between
youth from China and this region.

Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, Osbert Frederick expressed his
delight in listening to the debate by
the youth parliamentarians earlier in
the day which led him to remark that
the future of the Caribbean is in good
hands.

He described the various presenta-
tions as quite impressive and he urged

the young leaders to remain focused
on their roles as they prepare to at
some point assume leadership roles
throughout Antigua and Barbuda and
the rest of the Caribbean.

Also in attendance at the social were
the Opposition Leader, Jamale Pringle
and two of his senators, Maleika Park-
er and Jonathan Whenner.
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16-Year Old
Charged with
Burglary

The police have arrested

and charged a 16-year-
old juvenile of Kentish
Road with burglary in
connection with an in-
cident that occurred at
Tindale Road on October
15.

It is alleged that the
juvenile broke into a
dwelling house and
stole electronic devices,
household appliances,
jewelry, personal belong-
ings, food and beverag-

es, along with EC$550 in
cash.

Among the items re-
portedly stolen were a
Chromebook laptop, a
tablet, a Samsung cellu-
lar phone, a microwave
oven, an air fryer and a
blender. The stolen prop-
erty and cash were report-
ed to have a combined
value of EC$9,171.50.

Further investigations
into the matter remain
ongoing.
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Why Small Islands May Hold Big
Answers to Global Challenges

By Garfield Joseph
The world is searching for answers.

From climate change and economic

uncertainty to geopolitical tensions,
technological disruption, food secu-
rity, and sustainable development,
nations everywhere are confronting
challenges that transcend borders.
In the midst of these global conver-
sations, an extraordinary moment is
approaching for Antigua and Bar-
buda. The Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM) will
bring leaders from across the Com-
monwealth to our shores, placing this
small twin-island nation at the center
of discussions that could help shape
the future for billions of people.

For Antigua and Barbuda, CHOGM

is more than a diplomatic gathering.
It is an opportunity to demonstrate
something the world is increasingly
coming to understand: size does not
determine significance.

For generations, influence was often
measured in terms of population, mil-
itary strength, or economic power. Yet
the defining issues of the 21st centu-
ry have begun to challenge those as-
sumptions. Increasingly, the world is
discovering that some of its most valu-

able lessons are emerging not from the
largest nations, but from communities
that have learned to thrive through re-

g silience, adaptability, and innovation.

Few places understand these quali-
ties better than small island states.

Long before climate resilience be-
came a global buzzword, Caribbean
nations were finding ways to adapt to
environmental vulnerabilities. Before
discussions about sustainable devel-
opment dominated international con-
ferences, island communities were

| learning how to balance economic

growth with the responsible steward-
ship of natural resources. Before many
countries appreciated the importance
of community-based resilience, our
people understood that survival and
success often depended upon cooper-
ation, ingenuity, and shared purpose.

These experiences give small states
something valuable to contribute to
global conversations.

As Commonwealth leaders gather in
Antigua and Barbuda, they will dis-
cuss many of the issues defining our
era. They will examine pathways to
economic growth, environmental sus-
tainability, digital transformation, ed-
ucation, security, and youth empow-
erment. While the participants may
come from vastly different regions and
circumstances, they share a common
understanding that today’s challenges
require solutions built on partnership
rather than isolation.

There may be no better place to host
that conversation than Antigua and
Barbuda.

Visitors arriving for CHOGM will
undoubtedly be captivated by our
breathtaking landscapes. They will
experience turquoise waters that seem
almost unreal, coastlines kissed by
year-round sunshine, and hospitality
that has become one of our nation’s
defining characteristics.

Yet beyond the beauty lies a deeper

story.

They will encounter a nation that has
mastered the art of welcoming the
world while preserving its identity.

They will find a people whose histo-
ry reflects courage, perseverance, and
optimism. A people who transformed
challenges into opportunities and who
continue to embrace the future with-
out losing sight of their heritage. They
will witness communities where tradi-
tion and innovation coexist comfort-
ably, where culture remains vibrant,
and where progress is pursued without
sacrificing authenticity.

Perhaps that is one of Antigua and
Barbuda’s greatest strengths.

In a world often divided by political
differences, economic disparities, and
social tensions, our islands offer a re-
minder that connection still matters.
We understand the value of relation-
ships. We understand the importance
of dialogue. And we understand that
meaningful progress is rarely achieved
alone.

The Commonwealth itself embodies
these ideals. It brings together nations,
large and small, rich and developing,
from every continent and every back-
ground. Despite their differences,
member states are united by a com-
mitment to cooperation and mutual
respect. In many ways, that spirit mir-
rors the values that have long charac-
terized Caribbean societies.

As a host nation, Antigua and Barbu-
da has a unique opportunity to show-
case not only its natural beauty but
also its character.

This is a chance to present ourselves
not simply as a tourist destination,
but as a country of ideas, innovation,
and possibility. A nation capable of
convening meaningful dialogue. A
nation prepared to contribute to con-
versations that extend far beyond our
shores.

More Than a Government Event
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The opportunity before us is not sim-
ply to host a successful conference,
but to leave a lasting impression on
the world.

As the days count down to CHOGM,
every citizen has a role to play in shap-
ing the impression our nation leaves
on the world.

The success of this gathering will not
be measured solely by official com-
muniqués, policy discussions, or dip-
lomatic engagements. It will also be
reflected in the experiences visitors
have when they interact with our peo-
ple, visit our communities, and wit-
ness firsthand the values that define
Antigua and Barbuda.

Whether serving in hospitality, oper-
ating a small business, driving a taxi,
assisting a visitor, volunteering at an
event, or simply extending a warm
greeting, each citizen becomes an am-
bassador for our nation.

Long after delegates return home,
they may forget the details of indi-
vidual meetings. What they are likely
to remember is how they were wel-
comed, how they were treated, and
how our country made them feel.

In that respect, CHOGM belongs not
only to governments. It belongs to all
of us.

For many visitors, CHOGM may be
their first experience of Antigua and
Barbuda. They will arrive expecting
beautiful beaches and warm weather.
They will certainly find both. But they
may leave with something even more
valuable: a deeper appreciation for the
role small nations can play in shaping
global solutions.

In many respects, that may become
the legacy of this historic gathering.

At a time when the world faces
unprecedented challenges, the an-
swers are unlikely to come from any
one country acting alone. They will
emerge through collaboration, shared
experiences, and a willingness to learn
from one another. They will come
from recognizing that wisdom is not
the exclusive property of larger na-

tions and that innovation often flour-
ishes in unexpected places.

That is why the world coming to An-
tigua matters.

For a few days, the attention of gov-
ernments, businesses, media organi-
zations, investors, and international
observers will focus on these islands.
The conversations that take place here
may influence partnerships, invest-
ments, and initiatives that extend far
beyond the Caribbean. Yet beyond
the official meetings and ceremonial
events lies a more powerful story, one
that speaks to the promise of coopera-

ABGMA
NOV 5TH - 8TH 2026

17 Lﬁlétlﬂlf

lavotored,

tion in an increasingly complex world.

It is the story of a small nation with a
global outlook.

A story of resilience, hospitality, and
hope.

A story that reminds us that while
some countries may be small on the
map, they can still make a remarkable
impact on the world.

And as Antigua and Barbuda pre-
pares to welcome the Commonwealth,
that may be the most important mes-
sage we have to share.

SCAN FOR
TICKETS

ANTIGUA BARBUDA GLOBAL MUSIC & MEDIA AWARDS

VERNON A. SPRINGER
ABGMA MEDIA AWARDS TOP FINALIST
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2 NOMINATIONS

RADIO SHOW TALK | SPORTS JOURNALIST
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

45™ INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS
' SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SUNDAY
1 8 Independence Church Service
Precision Center 4:00 PM
OCTOBER
THURSDAY National Youth Rally, Special Drills and
22 Cheerleading Competition
Sir Vivian Richards Stadium 8:30 AM
OCTOBER
” SUNDAY National Food Fair
2 5 Sir Vivian Richards Stadium 10:00 AM
National Schools' Panorama
SROEE Sir Vivian Richards Stadium 6:00 PM
MONDAY National Heroes Day Wreath Laying Ceremony .
26 Heroes Park - Sir Sydney Walling Highway 10:00 AM
OCTOBER National Independence Business Decor Competition
Starts: October 26 Ends: October 29
TUESDAY ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
27 Voices in Harmony - Festival of Choirs - N
St. Anthony’s Secondary School 8:00 PM 45 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE
OCTOBER
=— Schools’ Independence Programs %W 8O/ TCE
2 8 Schools Across the State
ROOTED IN PRIDE, BOUNDED BY PROSPERITY FOR ALL

Island Treasures Gala - Golden Age ,

OCTOBER :
Casa Palmadita

' THURSDAY

29 Barbuda Day Activities

Evening of Theatre

SESTBEN St. Anthony's Secondary School 7:00 PM
FRIDAY Independence Calypso Competition

30 Green Lounge - Cedar Valley 8:00 PM

OCTOBER National Dress and Flag Day

SUNDAY Independence Flag Ceremony
1 Barbuda 7:00 AM

Independence Ceremonial Parade
Sir Vivian Richards Stadium

NOVEMBER

SCHEDULE IS TENTATIVE
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Social unrest sets Europe’s streets ablaze

Rising fuel costs, discontent with the
state of schools, declining public ser-
vices, and a housing crisis have cre-
ated perfectly stormy weather for an
autumn of protests in Europe.

Crowds have taken to the streets for
weeks in major cities, resulting in ar-
rests, looting, injuries, and violence
across France, Italy, and Albania. In
Spain and Portugal, tent camps have
sprung up in protests against unattain-
able rents and housing costs.

Young Europeans are experiencing “a
strong sense of uncertainty and a lack
of control”, said Maria Silvestre, pro-
fessor of sociology at the University of
Deusto in Spain. “And when specific
situations come together, a spark sud-
denly ignites that is capable of chan-
neling that discontent and driving peo-
ple into the streets.”

Cities have turned into battlefields as
top EU economies, including France,
Italy, and Spain, approach pivotal
elections while far-right parties have
made electoral gains in Germany and
could do so elsewhere. It also comes
as Europe faces a critical moment in
its support for Ukraine, with President
Donald Trump making overtures to
President Vladimir Putin even as Rus-
sia is blamed for increasingly frequent
hybrid attacks in NATO countries.

Right-wing politicians have seized
on the chaos. While protests in France
have appeared broad-based, Trump
portrayed immigrants as responsi-
ble for the destruction, writing on his
Truth Social platform: “The migrants
have taken over France. They must
CLOSE THE BORDERS, FAST!” on
Monday.

Many of the protests have been fu-
elled by frustrated young people.
Other elements, including black-clad,
masked agitators, have fomented vio-
lence, but French authorities and po-
lice have not blamed immigrants.

Here is a look at what is driving the
unrest:

In France, which has a centuries-old
tradition of popular protest, high

schoolers have staged blockades and
demonstrations for more than three
weeks, demanding more resources for
schools they call understaffed and di-
lapidated, especially in lower-income
neighbourhoods.

The protests then broadened as
France’s CGT labor union and oth-
er activists joined in while students
paused for a fall break. The movement
now includes demands over rising liv-
ing costs and public services.

Despite hundreds of thousands of
people marching peacefully, the week-
end’s unrest led to 2,400 arrests and
serious disturbances in parts of France,
including looting in Paris, Marseille,
Lyon, and Bordeaux. In Limoges,
flames engulfed the 19th-century City
Hall and nearly destroyed the build-
ing. Some schools were set on fire. As
students and rioters threw firebombs
and law enforcement responded with
tear gas, hundreds have been injured.

French President Emmanuel Macron
condemned Saturday’s violence, ac-
cusing far-left activists of trying to fo-
ment chaos by attacking buildings and
police.

“Those who looted will have to pay
for the damage, and those who sought
to bring down the Republic will be

held accountable,” Macron said Sun-
day in a rare televised address.

In Spain, elementary and secondary
schoolteachers began an indefinite
strike in Madrid last week to demand
better pay and working conditions.
Discontented teachers staged similar
walkouts elsewhere in Spain this year.

In Madrid’s central Puerta del Sol,
tarpaulin tents have blanketed the
square for weeks to protest rising
housing costs, sparked by the eviction
of Maricarmen, an 87-year-old wom-
an who later died while hospitalised.
Smaller protest camps followed in oth-
er Spanish cities.

The public pressure led the ruling
Socialist government to approve af-
fordable housing measures, but they
lacked support in Parliament, trig-
gering a snap election announced by
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez for
November. A general strike was also
called for November — the first in 14
years.

Similar housing protests have sprung
up in Portugal’s largest cities, Lisbon
and Porto, and in Barcelona, a focal
point of Spain’s overtourism and hous-
ing challenges.

Spain’s minimum wage is €1,221
(US$1,370), while the average month-




WEDNESDAY 215TOCTOBER 2026

Regional News

PAGE 19

ly rent for an 80-square-metre apart-
ment is around 1,130 euros (about
$1,270), according to an analysis by
the business newspaper Expansion.

“Most of my paycheck goes to the
rent. My roommate struggles to make
ends meet just like I do,” said Diana
Manzanares, a 20-year-old waitress at
the Madrid encampment. “This is my
reality and the reality of most of us liv-
ing in this city.”

“Italia in Piazza,” or Italy in the
Streets, has galvanised thousands of
demonstrators, voicing demands for
better employment, healthcare, educa-
tion, and access to housing, as well as
higher wages. Inflation in Italy rose to
4.2 per cent in September, surpassing
the eurozone’s 3.8 per cent, according
to government data.

The peaceful marches were followed
by violent riots in Turin and Bologna
and in Italy’s finance and fashion cap-
ital of Milan, where masked rioters
clashed with police, looted stores and
set property on fire. Milan police said
271 people were arrested — most of
them minors — and 14 security offi-
cers were injured during two days of
unrest.

Now a newly formed group calling
itself the “October 17 Movement”
has announced what it describes as a
“permanent mobilisation” to demon-
strate every Saturday at 3 p.m. in cities
across Italy.

Anti-government  protests  have
stretched over a week in Albania’s
capital of Tirana, with clashes esca-
lating after high school and university
students joined the broad anti-govern-
ment “Flamingo” movement calling
for Socialist Prime Minister Edi Rama
to resign.

Rama has condemned the protesters
as “ideologised and radicalised” by
antifa, an umbrella term for loosely or-
ganised far-left militants in the United
States, where President Donald Trump
has designated the movement a terror-
ist organisation.

Ending corruption is a major demand
of the movement, which was named
for the natural habitat of flamingos
in an area where Rama’s government

agreed to allow a major luxury tourism
development linked to Jared Kushner,
Trump’s son-in-law. They also want
protections for healthcare, education,
and public pensions, according to its
website.

In Serbia, the university students
leading mass anti-corruption protests
for nearly two years are challenging
an attempted return to power by the

Balkan country’s former populist lead-
er Aleksandar Vucic in parliamentary
elections.

The former authoritarian president
is aiming to be named prime minister
after the October 25 vote. The youth-
backed Students’ List party is believed
to be running close to Vucic’s party,
making the outcome uncertain and fu-
eling fears of possible violence. (AP)
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Doomsday cult leader convicted of 191 murders

The leader of a Kenyan doomsday

cult linked to more than 400 deaths
was convicted yesterday of murder-
ing 190 children and one adult after
ordering followers to starve them-
selves to death to meet Jesus.

Justice Diana Kavedza ruled that
Pastor Paul Mackenzie, leader of the
Good News International Church,
oversaw an organised system that
used religious teachings to compel
followers to fast until they died.

In 2023, more than 400 bodies were
exhumed from shallow graves on
the 800-acre (320-hectare) Chaka-
ma Ranch in coastal Kilifi County,
where Mackenzie’s followers lived
in mud huts, away from the scrutiny
of local communities and authorities.

Mackenzie was arrested and
charged with murder alongside his
wife and dozens of his followers.
Some followers later became prose-
cution witnesses in the case. The trial
began in 2023.

He has denied all charges, saying he
did not force his followers to fast.

A mitigation hearing will be held
on October 30 while sentencing is

scheduled for November 6.

The court found that the directive
to fast to death was implemented by

GENERATOR RENTALS

targeting children first, while guards
were deployed to prevent them from
escaping, beating those who attempt-
ed to escape or eat.

Mackenzie also told his followers
to shun education and healthcare. In
her ruling, Justice Kavedza said that
“medical treatment was presented as
an instrument of Satan”.

In April last year, the Court of Ap-
peal allowed the prosecutor to pro-
ceed with 191 murder charges against
Mackenzie and his co-accused.

In May 2024, the High Court direct-
ed prosecutors to reduce the murder
charges to no more than 12 counts.
However, the Court of Appeal ruled
that the law does not limit the num-
ber of charges that can be brought
against a defendant. (AP)
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Teen wakes up in
coffin at her own
funeral in Guatemala

A 15-year-old girl in Gua-
temala shocked mourners
when she reportedly woke
up inside her coffin during
her own funeral, hours after
her family believed she had
died.

According to the New York
Post, Yuleidy Ixcotoyac col-
lapsed while being driven
to a medical centre by her
father, Abraham Ixcotoyac,
an evangelical pastor. He
reportedly believed she had
died after finding no signs of
breathing or a pulse, but no
doctor confirmed her death
and no death certificate was
issued.

-r-.‘_‘l'

A funeral was arranged
about eight hours after she
collapsed. During the wake,
her mother, Lesvia Rios, no-
ticed movement inside the
coffin and alerted relatives.

The teenager, dressed in a
pink T-shirt, reportedly sat
up and began speaking be-
fore family members helped
her out of the coffin and
gave her water.

Ixcotoyac is now conscious
and recovering at home.
Guatemalan health authori-
ties have not publicly com-
mented on the incident. (Ja-
maica Observer)
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Florida brings more charges against Raul Castro

Former Cuban President Raul Castro
is facing more charges in Florida re-
lated to the 1996 downing of civilian
planes flown by Miami-based exiles
after the US government indicted the
former leader earlier this year.

Florida Attorney General James Uth-
meier yesterday accused Castro, 95,
of directing spies to infiltrate the exile
group Brothers to the Rescue and or-
dering the attack on their planes. The
state charge of conspiracy to commit
first-degree murder is based largely
on a federal indictment announced in
May that included charges of murder
and destruction of an airplane.

It remains unclear whether Castro
will ever step foot in a US courtroom.
Uthmeier said the arrest warrant will
restrict Castro’s ability to leave the is-
land nation and prevent him from trav-
elling to any place with an extradition
agreement with the US.

“I’m not ignorant of the fact that Raul
Castro is an older man who’s proba-
bly not looking to march himself into
Miami,” Uthmeier said. “I think others
would get him before the court of law
would, but at the end of the day, we
stand ready to prosecute the case.”

According to the state complaint,

Castro was the minister of the Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces and First Vice
President of Cuba when he gave the
final authorisation to shoot down the
planes. Cuban Directorate of Intelli-
gence agents operating as part of the
Wasp Network in the Miami area and
the Florida Keys infiltrated Brothers to
the Rescue and reported flight plans,
investigators said.

On February 24, 1996, three unarmed
Cessna aircraft departed Opa-Locka
Airport in Miami-Dade County. Well
outside Cuba’s territorial waters, Cu-
ban MiGs destroyed two of the civil-
ian planes with air-to-air missiles, kill-
ing the four occupants, the complaint
said. Both aircraft were traveling away
from Cuba and received no warning
despite contact with Havana air traffic

control, US officials said.

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel
called the federal indictment earlier
this year a political stunt that sought
only to “justify the folly of a military
aggression against Cuba”. He accused
the US of lying and manipulating
events surrounding the shootdown.

“Our historic federal indictment laid

the groundwork, and James and his
team have now taken the important
step of bringing charges under Flor-
ida law,” US Attorney for the South-
ern District of Florida Jason Reding
Quifiones said at a news conference.

Castro took over as president from
his ailing older brother Fidel Castro in
2006 before handing power to a trust-
ed loyalist, Diaz-Canel, in 2018.

While he retired in 2021 as head of
the Cuban Communist Party, he is
widely believed to wield power behind
the scenes, underscored by the promi-
nence of his grandson, Ratl Guillermo
Rodriguez Castro.

Meanwhile, US President Donald
Trump has been threatening military
action in Cuba ever since US forces
captured former Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro, the Cuban govern-
ment’s longtime patron.

After ousting the Venezuelan leader
earlier this year, the White House or-
dered a blockade that choked off fuel
shipments to Cuba, leading to severe
blackouts, food shortages, and an eco-
nomic collapse across the island. (AP)

Transfer Switch.

PAYNTERS.

One 30KVA open set Generator with 200amp Automatic

THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION.

Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300

$40.000.00ec.




WEDNESDAY 215TOCTOBER 2026

...............

International

AROUND THE WORLD

MV Barima disaster: Engineer lacked maritime certification,
search faced obstacles, rescue logs relied on media

The Commission of Inquiry (COI) into
the fatal capsizing of the MV Barima on
Monday exposed troubling gaps in ves-
sel maintenance, maritime safety proce-
dures and the coordination of the initial
search-and-rescue operation, with testi-
mony revealing that the vessel’s chief
engineer lacked formal maritime certifi-
cation for his position, mandatory safe-
ty drills were not being conducted, and
official rescue records relied on figures
obtained from media reports.

The disclosures emerged during Mon-
day’s resumed hearings at the Arthur
Chung Conference Centre, where com-
missioners examined the operational
preparedness of the vessel, the lim-
itations confronting military aircraft
during the early search, and the accu-
racy of information recorded by the
authorities as rescuers worked to locate
passengers and crew following the July
18, 2026 disaster.

Taken together, the testimonies raise
questions about whether adequate sys-
tems were in place to maintain the
vessel, ensure compliance with safety
requirements, and coordinate an emer-
gency response when the MV Barima
got into difficulty.

Chief Engineer Christopher Clark, of
the Maritime Administration Depart-
ment (MARAD), told the commission
that he held no formal maritime licence
or certification for his position, relying
instead on an internal promotion letter
issued by management.

Under questioning by commissioners,
Clark disclosed that although he had
spent approximately two decades in the
department, much of his work involved
shore-based plumbing and electrical
repairs rather than engineering duties
aboard vessels.

His testimony also raised questions
about his familiarity with the MV Bari-
ma and the vessel’s maintenance histo-
ry.

Clark acknowledged that he had not
worked on or maintained the vessel in
nearly 18 years and could not recall ba-
sic structural details, including the loca-
tion of its onboard water tanks.

The commission also heard that the

2026/10/19 09:04

MYV Barima operated without a formal
planned maintenance system or stan-
dard operating procedure manuals. In-
stead, servicing was carried out on an
ad-hoc basis every 500 engine hours.

Adding to the concerns, Clark admit-
ted that mandatory safety drills were not
being conducted.

The testimony raises questions about
the standards governing appointments
to senior maritime engineering posi-
tions, the systems used to monitor ves-
sel maintenance, and the enforcement
of safety procedures within the mari-
time sector.

It also places the vessel’s maintenance
arrangements under scrutiny as the
commission seeks to establish the cir-
cumstances that led to the tragedy and
whether deficiencies in operational pre-
paredness contributed to the outcome.

The commission also heard how inade-
quate nighttime landing facilities along
the Essequibo Coast limited the options
available to the Guyana Defence Force
(GDF) Air Corps during the early hours
of the search.

Major Loyden Layne testified that he
received an urgent telephone call from
his commanding officer, Lieutenant
Colonel Jocelyn Hosanah, shortly after
1:00 a.m. on July 19, 2026, following
the emergency involving the MV Bari-
ma.

He was initially asked to fly from Ogle
to either Anna Regina or Hampton

Court. However, Major Layne advised
that landing at either airstrip before first
light would not be advisable unless run-
way lighting was activated.

He told the commission that neither
runway was lit and that the operation
could proceed only at first light or if the
necessary lighting was available.

The flight objective was subsequently
changed to an offshore reconnaissance
mission using a GDF Islander aircratft.

Major Layne recounted that he and his
co-pilot operated in pitch-black con-
ditions at an altitude of approximately
500 feet, spending between 20 and 25
minutes circling a steady red light ob-
served offshore.

The location was estimated to be 49.5
nautical miles from Ogle and 14 nauti-
cal miles from Hampton Court.

The aircraft did not have specialised
searchlights, limiting the crew’s abili-
ty to observe the area to what could be
seen with the naked eye.

The coordinates of the location were
entered into the aircraft’s GPS and re-
layed to GDF headquarters for further
operational action.

Major Layne’s witness statement and
accompanying map were tendered into
evidence as Exhibits LL1 and LL2.

His testimony highlighted the practical
constraints confronting the early aerial
search, including the absence of runway
lighting at the two coastal airstrips and
the limited visual-search capability of
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the aircraft deployed.

Questions about the reliability of the
first emergency response were also
raised during the testimony of Rickford
Samaroo, Director of Air Navigation
Services at the Guyana Civil Aviation
Authority (GCAA).

When commissioners questioned him
about figures indicating that 67 persons
had been rescued while 66 others re-
mained the subject of the search, Sama-
roo acknowledged that the information
came from media reports rather than re-
cords independently maintained by the
authority.

“Well, that’s what we had from the
media releases,” Samaroo told the com-
mission.

Pressed on whether the figures came
directly from the media and whether
subsequent updates had been recorded,
he confirmed that they had not been in-
corporated into the authority’s log

“Media, yeah,” he said, adding that al-
though the media issued several updates
during the day, those updates were not
recorded.

“No, not in our log. Thank you,” Sa-
maroo told the commission

The exchange raised questions about
how survivor and missing-person fig-
ures were tracked and verified during
the initial response to the disaster, par-
ticularly while search operations were
continuing.

The testimony did not, by itself, estab-
lish that the figures used by the authori-
ties were incorrect. However, it exposed
a gap in the record-keeping process,
with the commission hearing that media
updates were available but were not en-
tered into the relevant operational log.

During Samaroo’s testimony, the com-
mission received several technical ex-
hibits, including the status incident re-
port and integrated time log generated
by the Rescue Coordination Centre, an
air traffic control audio transcript in-
volving Roraima Airways aircraft ROR
401, and excerpts from the 2019 Aero-
nautical Search and Rescue Plan, as
amended in 2024.

These were admitted as Exhibits RS3,
RS4 and RSS5, respectively.

Samaroo explained that the timestamps
in the integrated operational logs were
recorded in Coordinated Universal

Time (UTC), requiring four hours to be
deducted to establish local Guyanese
time.

According to the status report, the Res-
cue Coordination Centre was formally
activated at 1:10 a.m. local time on July
19, with L. Fernandez designated as the
Search and Rescue Mission Coordina-
tor for aerial operations.

At 1:08 a.m., Aeronautical Information
Services had queried a Cospas-Sarsat
beacon alert and confirmed that a bea-
con message had been received for the
vessel.

Roraima Airways flight ROR 401 de-
parted Eugene F. Correia International
Airport at 1:39 a.m., while a Guyana
Defence Force helicopter departed at
2:04 a.m. to join the search.

The asset movement records tendered
into evidence showed that seven aircraft
were mobilised to search maritime tar-
get zones and coastal areas.

Theaircraftincluded Roraima Airways’
BN2 Islander, registration 8R-GRC,
and Trislander, registration 8R-GRF;
GDF Air Corps assets comprising a
BN2 Islander, registration 8R-GMN, a
helicopter, registration 8R-GKE, and a
Dornier 228, registration 8R-BKS; and
two additional rotorcraft identified in
the records as P-R-O-0-J and 8R-MVA.

The air traffic control transcript docu-
mented ROR 401 making contact over
the search grid at 3:11 a.m. local time.

The pilot reported that a flare had been
located and that the aircraft had detect-
ed a strong emergency locator transmit-
ter signal.

Because the aircraft was operating at
low altitude over the water, control-
lers instructed the crew to switch radio
frequencies from 128.6 MHz to 124.2
MHz.

The records provided the commission
with a timeline of the activation of the
rescue coordination centre, the deploy-
ment of aircraft and communications
between search aircraft and controllers.

However, the questions surrounding
the recording of survivor figures indi-
cate that the existence of operational
logs alone does not settle whether all
critical information was consistently
captured and updated during the emer-
gency.

Samaroo also outlined the framework

governing search-and-rescue opera-
tions, explaining that Guyana’s system
is structured around standards estab-
lished under International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAO) Annex 12
and the International Aeronautical and
Maritime Search and Rescue manual.

The framework brings together sev-
eral agencies, including the GDF Air
Corps and Coast Guard, Civil Defence
Commission, MARAD, Guyana Po-
lice Force, Georgetown Public Hospital
Corporation, the Aerodromes Depart-
ment and local airport authorities.

Asked whether the plan was regularly
tested, Samaroo said communication
exercises and biannual full-scale field
operations were audited by the GCAA’s
regulatory division to identify and cor-
rect deficiencies.

The commission requested that copies
of previous exercise evaluation reports
be submitted to its secretariat.

Those reports could provide further
information about the deficiencies iden-
tified during earlier exercises, the cor-
rective measures recommended and
whether the relevant agencies had im-
plemented them.

The testimonies have placed sever-
al aspects of the disaster under exam-
ination: the qualifications and experi-
ence required for senior engineering
positions, the maintenance and safety
systems governing the MV Barima,
the limitations confronting aircraft de-
ployed during the initial search, and the
reliability of information recorded by
the authorities as rescue operations un-
folded.

While the evidence presented does not,
on its own, establish the precise cause
of the vessel’s capsizing or determine
whether any individual failure directly
caused the loss of life, it has highlight-
ed areas in which the commission may
need to examine existing procedures,
operational decisions and institutional
accountability.

The inquiry continues as commission-
ers seek to reconstruct the events sur-
rounding the disaster, assess the pre-
paredness of the agencies involved and
determine what lessons must be drawn
to prevent a recurrence. (Kaieteur
News)
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‘Poppy Manrn’

Peter Xavier “Poppy Man” Williams
has spent decades immortalising the
memory of veteran soldiers.

Now, Jamaica has saluted the
93-year-old once more, awarding
him the Order of Distinction in the
rank of Officer for his tireless advo-
cacy for veterans of both world wars.

Shortly after receiving his award
on Monday, the retired army man
returned to a familiar duty: Handing
out poppies to guests at the Ceremo-
ny of Investiture and Presentation of
National Honours and Awards.

It was a fitting occasion for Wil-
liams, whose name has become syn-
onymous with the poppy flower — a
universal symbol of remembrance of
the sacrifice made by world war vet-
erans and hope for a peaceful future.

“Well, the poppy, lest we forget,
[highlights] the services that real
soldiers gave for the freedom that
everybody enjoys today, and it is
well-supported. So that is why they
call me the Poppy Man,” Williams
told the Jamaica Observer with a
proud smile.

He proudly counted the honours
earned over a lifetime of service.
“Look, see how much medals I
have?” he asked, pointing excitedly
to the badges attached to his chest.
“Three national honours! And I hope
to get more,” commented Williams.

The latest addition joins the Jamaica
Independence Medal and the Badge
of Honour for Long and Faithful Ser-
vice.

The Jamaica Independence Medal
was instituted by Queen Elizabeth
IT to honour members of the Jamai-
ca Defence Force (JDF) and select
public officials serving when the na-
tion gained independence from Great
Britain.

Dressed in the khaki uniform and
boots that he said were issued to him

gets third national honour

on October 6, 1952, when he joined
the JDF, Williams noted that national
service completely changed his life’s
trajectory.

Leaving his home in St Mary in
search of a better life in Kingston,
Williams hailed National Hero Sir
Alexander Bustamante as the mentor
who put him on the right path.

“When I ran away from country |
was trying to find Kingston. But the
Holy Spirit led me to Bustamante.
He was mayor of Kingston and St
Andrew in the 1940s. Him listen to
me and send me to school because
I walked from St Mary to Kingston
to find him. So, from that he became
my mentor,” he said.

Williams then attended Alpha Boys’
School, after which he made the de-
cision to serve in the JDF.

When he enlisted, Williams joined
the Royal Corps of Signals of the
British Army. He later served through
its transition to the West India Reg-
iment and then the JDF. Before re-

tiring in 1978, he worked as a post-
master and chief photographer and
was seconded to Jamaica Telephone
Company for training as a JDF tele-
phone operator.

After retiring from the JDF, Wil-
liams spent 12 years as chief secu-
rity officer at Jamaica Telephone
Company, followed by another 12
years in the same role at the newly
established St Mary Banana Estates.
During that period, he also became
active in social work and later joined
semi-military organisations.

Now, Williams dedicates his time
to the Jamaica Legion, which is an
affiliate of the British Common-
wealth Ex-Services League and was
established in 1949. It recognises Ja-
maicans who lost their lives during
World Wars I and II and raises funds
to support ex-servicemen through its
annual poppy appeal which runs from
October to November each year.

But after a career of wearing uni-
forms, and receiving honours for
his service, Williams argues that the
most important uniform that he’s
ever worn is the “uniform of self-dis-
cipline”.

“I was a boy scout from I was 14.
On my honour, I promised to do my
best, to do my duty to God and the
Queen, to help other people at all
times, and to obey the Scouts’ law.
And the Scouts’ law is trusty, loyal,
helpful, brotherly, courteous, kind,
obedient, and last of all, to be clean
in body and mind,” he said, noting
that this principle has stuck with him
and influenced his decision to advo-
cate on behalf of veteran soldiers.

That moral, he argued, has become
scarce among the current generation.
However, he told the Observer that
he will continue to play his part to
get more youth into the practice of
national service. (Jamaica Observer)
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Guyana’s oil earnings hit US$3.88B, surpass

Guyana has already received more
oil money than government antici-
pated to earn for 2026. The country
initially projected the Natural Re-
source Fund (NRF) would receive
approximately US$2.8B for the year
but the oil account has already over-
flowed with over US$3B by August.

According to the NRF receipt for
the third quarter, covering the period
July 1, 2026 to September 30, 2026,
the country received a whopping
US$1.8 billion in profits and a roy-
alty payment. The document, pub-
lished in the official gazette, states
that Guyana received US$1.886 bil-
lion in three months alone.

For context, Guyana barely re-
ceived US$761 million during the
first three months 0£2026. In the sec-
ond quarter, oil revenue increased to
US$1,235,229,090 due to higher oil
prices. This means that Guyana has
already received US$3.882 billion
up to end of September.

Guyana’s share of profits grew
significantly during the third quar-
ter after ExxonMobil recovered its
US$55 billion investments in the
country. The announcement was
first made by the chairman and chief
executive officer of Exxon, Darren
Woods during the company’s July
31, 2026 earnings call for the sec-
ond quarter.

Instead of just 12.5% of profits,
Guyana is now earning 39.8% in
addition to its quarterly 2% royalty.

In accordance with the terms of
the 2016 Production Sharing Agree-
ment (PSA), Exxon was allowed to
take out 75% of the oil produced in
Guyana each month until all of the
company’s investments were repaid.

The remaining 25% of oil each

2026 projection

month was split between Guyana
and the contractors, with the coun-
try receiving half of the “profit oil”
or 12.5%. The country’s profit share
has now increased since the cost of
all projects approved to date have
been repaid; but this does not mean
the cost bank is empty as operation-
al, exploration and other expenses
still exist. Consequently, 20% of
production has been set aside in the
new formula for costs. The remain-
ing 40% is split evenly between
Guyana and ExxonMobil.

Currently, four projects are produc-
ing about 900,000 barrels of oil per
day (bpd). Guyana’s production will
surpass one million barrels per day
before the end of 2026 as the fifth
project, Uaru will add approximate-
ly 250,000 barrels. The Floating
Production Storage and Offloading
vessel (FPSO) for that project has
already arrived in Guyana.

Even as the country enjoys in-
creased revenues from the sector, its

sudden bounty could be impacted by
oil prices. While a sudden change in
oil prices is beyond the control of
the state, government can take steps
to prevent the profits from falling
again. If the GoG approves more
projects for Exxon without chang-
ing the existing arrangements, Guy-
ana’s share of profits could again
slide to 12.5%.

ExxonMobil is currently pursuing
at least two new projects in the Sta-
broek Block- its eighth and ninth-
which will add more expenses to
the cost bank. Without implement-
ing new systems like a ring-fencing
provision, Guyana’s profit share
could again fall to allow the oper-
ator to finance these multibillion
U.S-dollar projects.

President Irfaan Ali during a press
conference told this newspaper that
the GoG will seek expert advice
on the financing of future develop-
ments. (Kaieteur News)
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Big wins for PMS and OCS in school girls
under-15 league

SMOOTH

We Supply

Q

MINISTRY OF SPORTS
AND CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS’

FOOTBALL

LEAGUE 2026
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CARIBBEAN

Princess Margaret School (PMS) and
Ottos Comprehensive School (OCS)
both recorded wide margins of victo-
ries in the opening round of matches
in the inaugural Girls Under-15 Di-
vision of the Ministry of Sports Cool
and Smooth JOMA Caribbean Schools
Football League.

Both teams surged to commanding
victories in their respective matches to
kick off action in the competition on
Monday.

Jkayla Bellot struck a hat trick to pro-
pel the Princess Margaret School to
a 7-2 victory over the Antigua Girls
High School (AGHS) at the Clare Hall
playing field.

Bellot had conversions in the second,
40th, and 43rd minutes. Gimel Samu-
el converted twice with strikes in the
11th and 13th minutes. The other goals
for PMS were scored by Arika Henry
in the ninth minute and Tagontay Fer-
ris in the 20th minute.

Yanelis Martin produced a 15th-min-
ute conversion, and Kadeecia Willock
scored in the 28th minute for the Anti-
gua Girls High School.

Diandra Batchelor, Corniah Jean-
Pierre, and Iresha Mason each scored
twice to lead Ottos Comprehensive
School to a 6-0 drubbing of Sir Novel-
le Richards Academy (SNRA) at the
Radio Range playing field in Ottos.

Batchelor got her goals in the fourth
and sixth minutes; Jean-Pierre pro-
duced conversions in the 12th and
15th minutes; and Mason scored in the
16th and 46th minutes.

Clare Hall Secondary School (CHSS)
also got off to a winning start in their
under-15 girls division league compe-
tition.

Clare Hall Secondary School
launched their campaign by snatching
a 1-0 victory against St. Mary’s Sec-
ondary School (SMSS) at the Clare
Hall playing field.

Jonica Mathias scored the only goal
of the match with a conversion in the
second minute of the game.

Open Daily -
12:00pm - 10:30pm
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Swetes Vipers get second win in ABFA’s
First Division League

The Swetes Vipers maintained their
winning start to their campaign in the
Antigua and Barbuda Football Associ-
ation’s (ABFA) First Division League
on Monday.

After clinching a 2-1 victory over
Willikies FC in their opening game,
the Swetes Vipers made it two wins in
a row, coming from behind to record a
4-2 victory over Five Islands FC at the
ABFA Technical Center.

Juan Melenciano Jr., scored both
goals for Five Islands FC, got his first
with a 10th-minute conversion to give
his team an early lead.

Shalon Knight scored his first of two
goals in the 16th minute to equalize
for the Swetes Vipers. Juan Melencia-
no Jr. scored for the second time with

a strike in the 21st minute to give Five
Islands FC a 2-1 lead at halftime.

Once again, the Swetes Vipers were
able to overcome the deficit, scoring
three goals in the second half to secure
their second win in as many matches.

Makhai Browne got the second
equalizer for the Swetes Vipers with a
48th-minute conversion. Kaijah Mat-
thew gave the Swetes Vipers a 3-2 lead
with a conversion in the 54th minute,
and Knight sealed victory by scoring
his second goal of the match in the
63rd minute.

After being relegated from the Pre-
mier Division last season, John
Hughes FC won their second match
upon their return to the ABFA’s First
Division League on Monday.

John Hughes FC rebounded from a
2-1 loss against Jets Football Acade-
my in their opening encounter in this
season’s first division to snatch a 4-3
victory against Golden Grove FC at
the Sea View Farm playing field.

Garcel Morrison snatched the winner
for John Hughes FC with an 84th-min-
ute conversion after Adonijah Dyett
produced a hat trick to lead Golden
Grove FC’s fight-back from a three-nil
deficit to draw level at 3-3.

Goals by Shavon Roberts in the 31st
minute and Terrence Thomas in the
38th minute gave John Hughes FC a
two-nil lead at halftime. Teammate
Caron Davis scored in the 55th minute
to increase John Hughes FC’s advan-
tage.

Dyett struck twice with goals in the
58th and 68th minutes and achieved
his hat trick by converting a penalty
kick in the 79th minute.

After suffering a 3-1 loss to the Ottos
Rangers in their opening encounter,
English Harbour managed to salvage a
1-1 draw with the Young Lions of Old
Road in their second match at the Old
Road playing field.

Akeem  Weekes snatched En-
glish Harbour FC’s equalizer with a
63rd-minute conversion after Deante’
Anthony scored in the fourth minute to
give the Young Lions a one-nil lead at
halftime.
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Emerging batters and coaches benefit from CWVI’s
high performance batting tour

Individualised batting plans
for players and hands-on de-
velopment for coaches are
two of the lasting outcomes
of Cricket West Indies’
(CWI) ongoing High-Perfor-
mance Batting Tour, which
will reach approximately 60
emerging batters and dozens
of territorial coaches across
the region.

Currently wrapping up in
Jamaica (October 17-20),
the tour, which began on
September 24, has completed
four of its six territorial visits
— the Windward Islands, Bar-
bados, Guyana, and Trinidad
and Tobago — before ending
with the Leeward Islands
leg in Antigua from October
23-26.

Across the first four legs,
45 of the region’s emerging
batters have been assessed,
while 44 territorial coaches,
including franchise coach-
es, CWI Pathway coach-
es, and club, school, and
youth coaches, have worked
alongside Carter and CWI
High-Performance = Coach
Rohan Nurse.

Each four-day visit com-
bines technical assessment,
individual coaching, skill de-
velopment, live application,
and coach education. A key
focus is improving players’
ability to perform against
both pace and spin, while
establishing a clearer under-
standing of their individual
requirements and areas for
improvement.

Feedback thus far has been
consistent, with players and
coaches identifying the in-
tensity, volume and standards
of the sessions as the stand-
out feature. Several of them
praised the “specific and in-
tentional” structure of the

A plaer bats in the nets duri

ng the current CWI) ongoing High-Per-

formance Batting Tour. (CWI Media)

programme and expressed
their appreciation of Carter’s
approach to “making tweaks
for improvement” rather than
trying to completely change
a player’s game.

Reflecting on the pro-
gramme’s progress, Carter
said, “The tour has been very
successful so far, thanks to a
clearly defined programme
for each visit, which has al-
lowed us to see where the
players are and their natural
skills.

“I had a pretty good under-
standing and appreciation of
what to expect, having been
part of a camp in St Lucia a
few months ago. The stan-
dard across the territories
has been very good, and I’ve
been impressed with what
I’ve seen.”

On his approach of refin-
ing rather than overhauling a
player’s game, Carter added,
“No one likes change, but
people don’t mind tweaking
something. My approach is
to identify the one per cent
improvement that could
make all the difference to a
player’s performance and
output. It has also helped that
the players and coaches have

been inquisitive and eager to
learn and try new things.”

Coaches in each territory
pointed to the clarity of Car-
ter’s messaging and his insis-
tence on executing the fun-
damentals at a high intensity.
One coach in Barbados noted
that Carter “was really good
at underscoring simplicity
and holding players to a high
standard.”

A coach in Guyana ob-
served, “The game doesn’t
change. The fundamentals
don’t change. How you ex-
ecute; that is how you will
become successful or remain
successful.”

The camps are also building
coaching capacity in each
territory, with local coaches
progressing from observing
on the first day to coaching
actively by the second and
third days. Players have indi-
cated they would be comfort-
able turning to these coaches
for support after the camps.

Players also offered their
perspectives on the coaching
received and its relevance
to their individual develop-
ment.

Barbadian and West Indies
under-19 top-order batsman,

Zachary Carter said, “The in-
tensity and standards of the
sessions were higher than
what [’m used to in my regu-
lar training. They were more
structured and challenging,
with a strong focus on tech-
nique, decision-making, and
my bat swing.”

The tour reflects CWI’s
approach to directing its re-
sources towards programmes
with the potential to make a
meaningful and lasting con-
tribution to player develop-
ment and performance.

By investing in technical ex-
pertise, individualised coach-
ing and the development of
regional coaching capacity,
CWI aims to strengthen the
foundations required to im-
prove the quality of play and
support greater success by
West Indies teams over the
long term.

Players and coaches in each
territory have already called
for longer and more frequent
camps, more one-to-one and
video work, and wider reach
to younger age groups and
female players.

Carter, however, encour-
aged the territories to build
on the foundation already
laid.

“They don’t have to rely
on CWI all the time. There
are some excellent coaches
in the region, and they have
now seen what a four-day
programme looks like.

“We’ve given them a tem-
plate, so all they need to
do now is replicate that ap-
proach, combine it with their
own expertise, which is of a
high standard, and carry on
the work they have already
been doing.”
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UEFA demands answers from FIFA over Infantino

UEFA President Aleksander Ceferin, right, and FIFA president Gianni Infantino, left, holding a ball during

presidency

CONGRESS

the 49th UEFA congress in Belgrade, Serbia, April 3, 2025. (AP)

LONDON (AP) — UEFA has giv-
en FIFA a Nov. 2 deadline to release
documents relating to Gianni Infan-
tino ’s aborted attempts at a secretive
investment plan for the World Cup
and other governance issues.

The latest move in a power struggle
between the two governing bodies
came in the week after UEFA’s Euro-
pean delegates were disappointed by
what they perceived as a lack of clar-
ity by FIFA president Infantino over
the issues at a FIFA council meeting
last week.

Infantino provided no documents
about the US$4.2 billion World Cup
sell-off plan he launched and quickly
dropped in July amid a fierce back-
lash led by Europe.

Among the 42 questions that UEFA
is demanding an answer to are Infan-
tino’s personal remuneration pack-
age; financial payments made to
singer Marc Anthony; the handling

of US striker Folarin Balogun’s dis-
ciplinary case; business and politi-
cal relationships involving Donald
Trump and his family; and the oper-
ational independence of FIFA’s ju-
dicial, electoral, and ethics commit-
tees.

UEFA asked US federal courts to
authorize subpoenas compelling the
production of documents and sworn
testimony about the abandoned in-
vestment plan called FIFA For-
ward Enterprise. FIFA lawyers have
claimed UEFA is harassing Infanti-
no.

The formal letter, signed by UEFA
general secretary Theodore Theo-
doridis on behalf of European FIFA
council members, stated Infantino’s
apology for his actions and subse-
quent explanation failed to address
their core concerns.

“These explanations have not begun
satisfactorily to address a number

of fundamental ques-
tions raised by Council
members. Others remain
unanswered, and the in-
formation and documen-
tation requested have not
been (provided),” the let-
ter said.

“The withdrawal of
FFE, the recognition of
mistakes, and the an-
nouncement of ‘potential
governance reforms’ do
not answer how the rele-
vant decisions were taken
or why the FIFA Council
was not involved at the
appropriate stage.”

UEFA submitted 42 de-
tailed questions to FIFA,
demanding responses by
Nov. 2 — 16 days before
the nomination deadline
for the presidential elec-
tion next March 18.

With the next FIFA council meeting
scheduled for Dec. 16 in Doha — af-
ter nominations close — UEFA in-
sisted that answers cannot wait.

“These questions require answers
now. They cannot be deferred until
the next meeting of the FIFA Council
— nor can future governance reforms
substitute for scrutiny of decisions
already taken and accountability for
them,” the letter emphasized.

The earlier deadline would give
federations time to assess FIFA’s an-
swers — or its failure to answer —
while they can still nominate or en-
dorse a challenger.

Infantino will stand for reelection
in March 2027, with a November 18
deadline looming for potential candi-
dates to submit their nominations.
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BOE retains regular season title in Business
Basketball League

Champions Board of Education receives their trophy from ABBA President Michael Freeland (wearing glasses and beige shirt) after re-

taining the title by winning Business Basketball League title at the JSC Sports Complex on Monday, October 19, 2026. (Photo courtesy

of the ABBA)

The Board of Education (BOE)
are back-to-back champions of the Cool
and Smooth Antigua and Barbuda Bas-
ketball Association’s (ABBA) Business
League.

The Board of Education achieved the
feat after making a successful defense
of their round-robin title, retaining the
round-robin league championship by
surging to a commanding 72-55 victory
over Richie’s Shooterz in the final game
at the JSC Sports Complex on Monday
evening.

By winning the top-of-the-table clash,
the Board of Education clinched the
title ahead of Richie’s Shooterz, al-
though both teams finished the regular
league season with identical records of
11 wins and one defeat from their quota
of 12 matches.

It means Richie’s Shooterz had to set-
tle for the runners-up position after suf-
fering their only defeat during the reg-
ular season.

Xavier “X-Man” Meade produced a
game-high 20 points, Adonis Hum-
phreys sank 18 points, Danny Perez
converted 14 points, and his brother
Daniel Perez scored 12 points for the
Board of Education.

Point guard Tavarus Benta sank 17
points, and Steven Matthew scored 11
points for Richie’s Shooterz.

The top eight finishers at the end of
the round-robin league will advance
to contest the business league playoff
championship, in which the BOE are
also the defending champions.

The business league playoff cham-
pionship will tip off with the first two

quarter-final matches at the JSC Sports
Complex on Wednesday (today).

Second-seed Richie’s Shooterz will
face seventh seed Anjo Wholesale in
the opening encounter at 7 pm, and
top seed Board of Education will meet
eighth seed CTM Auto Spa at 8 pm.

The other two quarter-final matches
will take place at the same venue on
Thursday. The third seed, Antigua and
Barbuda Transport Board, will tackle
Curtain Bluff Resort at 7 pm, and the
fourth seed, APCMOL, will clash with
fifth seed Sandals at 8 pm.

The winners of the quarter-final
matches will advance to the semi-finals,
which will be best-of-three series. The
semi-final winners will secure berths in
the finals, which will be a best-of-five
series.
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