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Chairman of the national CHOGM 
Task Force, Foreign Minister, E P Chet 
Greene is ‘clearing the air’ regarding 
arrangements that will be in place 
during the hosting of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) in Antigua and Barbuda 
from November 1 – 4.
Speaking at a recent meeting of the 

Task Force, Minister Greene made 
specific reference to St. John’s, the 
country’s business centre and the plans 
that will affect operations in the capital 
during the event.
“We understand that businesses must 

proceed even while we accept that 
there will be some disruptions to nor-
mal operations and these we will try to 
keep as short as possible. It will only 
be for the opening ceremony planned 
for Tuesday November 3 where parts 
of the city will form part of a security 
perimeter operation. So for example, 
operations can continue west of Corn 
Alley as a cruise ship is due in port 
on that day, and we must expect taxi 
operators, vendors, Heritage Quay and 
Redcliffe Quay to operate as normal,” 
Greene explained.
According to the minister, the open-

ing ceremony is the only event planned 
for St. John’s city centre and it will be 
the only time when areas of the city 
will see heightened security. However, 
after the opening ceremony comes to 
an end, it is anticipated that the bar-
riers and restrictions to the movement 
of pedestrians and motor vehicles will 
be removed and normal business may 
proceed.
The only other event when security 

will be of major significance on parts 
of St. John’s will be the Inter-Faith 
Service planned for Sunday Novem-
ber 1st at the St. John’s Pentecostal 
House of Restoration. Here too, at 
the end of the service, the restrictions 
will again be quickly removed. These 
restrictions will only be limited to the 
northern portion of the city, including 

Friar’s Hill road.
Minister Greene said he expects the 

major supermarkets, the public mar-
ket, the West Bus Station to operate 

as normal throughout the hosting of 
CHOGM. Additionally, in the case of 
the East Bus Station, this will only be 
affected on November 3 from early 
morning to about 1:30 in the afternoon 
when all restrictions are expected to be 
lifted.
These and other CHOGM related 

matters will be the subject of at least 
two town hall meetings planned this 
week by the CHOGM Task Force. The 
first takes place on Wednesday night 
at the Sir John E St. Luce Conference 
Centre and the second to be held in 
St, Paul at a time and place to be an-
nounced.
The town hall meeting planned for 

the Sir John E, St, Luce is expected to 
be a simulcast involving ABS Radio 
and television and other media entities 
in Antigua and Barbuda.

No Plans to ‘Lock Down’ St. John’s For CHOGM

Chairman of the national CHOGM Task 
Force, Foreign Minister, E P Chet Greene
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Local News

The Cabinet has been updated n plans 
for One Commonwealth Night, a ma-
jor cultural and entertainment event 
being planned as part of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) 2026.
The presentation outlined an ambi-

tious programme designed to bring 
together music, culture, storytelling, 
youth participation and leadership 
from across the 56 member countries 
of the Commonwealth.
The event, being promoted under the 

theme  “Many Voices. One Common-
wealth,”  is scheduled for Monday, 
November 2, 2026, at the Sir Vivian 
Richards Cricket Stadium, beginning 
at 8:00 p.m. and concluding at 11:00 
p.m.
Cabinet was informed that the three-

hour production is being developed 
as a flagship live cultural experience 
of CHOGM 2026, providing an op-
portunity for Antigua and Barbuda to 
showcase its artistic excellence while 
celebrating the diversity, creativity 
and shared values of Commonwealth 
nations.
The representative outlined a pro-

posed programme featuring interna-
tionally acclaimed performers along-

side some of Antigua and Barbuda’s 
leading musical talents.
Among the artists identified in the 

presentation were Jamaican reggae star 
Tarrus Riley, Grammy Award-winning 
Indian vocalist Falguni Shah, popular-
ly known as Falu, Ghanaian musician 
Rocky Dawuni, the internationally 
recognised Kanneh-Mason family of 
classical musicians, and Jamaican-Ca-
nadian reggae performer Jah’Mila.
The presentation also identified Brit-

ish actor and musician Idris Elba as 
a proposed host, alongside Antiguan 
Senator Jamilla Kirwan. Elba’s partic-
ipation remains subject to confirma-
tion.
The programme is expected to fea-

ture prominent Antiguan performers, 
including soca artiste Claudette “CP” 
Peters, singer-songwriter Asher Otto 
and vocalist Arlen Seaton.
Cabinet was particularly pleased with 

the proposed involvement of the An-
tigua and Barbuda Youth Symphony 
Orchestra, which is expected to play a 
central role in the production.
The orchestra and choir will provide 

musical accompaniment for several 
performances, demonstrating the tal-
ent and accomplishments of young 

Antiguan and Barbudan musicians on 
an international stage.
The presentation indicated that inter-

nationally acclaimed conductor Dan-
iel Bartholomew-Poyser is expected 
to conduct the youth orchestra during 
the event.
The representative explained that 

One Commonwealth Night is being 
designed as more than a traditional 
concert.
The production will employ a three-

stage arrangement, with separate per-
formance areas dedicated to orchestral 
music, storytelling and leadership, and 
cultural performances.
These stages will operate as one con-

tinuous production, creating a seam-
less experience for the audience.
The programme will be presented 

through four principal chapters: “Our 
Commonwealth,” “Voices That In-
spire,” “The Future We Create,” and 
“Prosperity, Together.”
The opening chapter will celebrate 

Antigua and Barbuda as the host nation 
and is expected to include a welcome 
by Prime Minister Gaston Browne.
Subsequent segments will highlight 

inspirational Commonwealth voices, 
cultural diversity, innovation, oppor-

Cabinet Receives Presentation on “One Commonwealth 
Night” Concert for CHOGM 2026
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tunities for young people and the im-
portance of inclusive development.
The programme also proposes con-

tributions from Commonwealth Poet 
Laureate Professor Selina Tusitala 
Marsh and Commonwealth Young 
Person of the Year Shifra Ainomugi-
sha.
A special segment titled  “Digital 

Futures for Youth” will focus on em-
powering young people across the 
Commonwealth through technology, 
innovation, entrepreneurship and ac-
cess to new economic opportunities.
The presentation indicated that Com-

monwealth Secretary-General Shirley 
Botchwey is expected to participate in 
this segment, highlighting the impor-
tance of creating lasting opportunities 
for the Commonwealth’s younger gen-
eration.
Cabinet was advised that the concert 

will also celebrate cultural heritage 
and inclusion through performances 
featuring steel orchestras, traditional 
music and artists representing differ-
ent Commonwealth regions.
The proposed programme includes a 

contribution from Scotland’s National 

Piping Centre, alongside Caribbean 
and international musical expressions.
The evening is expected to conclude 

with a grand finale bringing togeth-
er participating artists, the orchestra, 
choir and audience in a celebration of 
Commonwealth solidarity.
The proposed finale will feature a col-

lective performance of Bob Marley’s 
One Love, reinforcing the message of 
unity and shared responsibility among 
Commonwealth nations.
Cabinet recognised the importance of 

using the occasion to promote Antigua 
and Barbuda’s creative industries and 
provide exposure for local artists, mu-
sicians and cultural practitioners.
The presentation also demonstrat-

ed how cultural events associated 
with CHOGM can provide a platform 
for international collaboration and 
strengthen the country’s reputation as 
a destination capable of hosting major 
global events.
Cabinet welcomed the presentation 

and acknowledged the creative vision 
behind the proposed production, par-
ticularly its emphasis on combining 
international talent with Antiguan and 

Barbudan cultural expression.
The Cabinet noted that the event rep-

resents an opportunity to showcase 
the country’s rich musical traditions, 
youthful talent and cultural heritage 
before an international audience.
Cabinet also recognised the signif-

icance of the concert’s broader mes-
sage, which seeks to move beyond en-
tertainment by promoting cooperation, 
youth empowerment, innovation and 
shared prosperity.
The Government remains committed 

to ensuring that the cultural activities 
associated with CHOGM 2026 reflect 
the highest standards of organisation 
and provide meaningful opportunities 
for local participation.
Cabinet noted that the final pro-

gramme and participation of some 
international personalities remain sub-
ject to confirmation as preparations 
continue.
The presentation forms part of the 

ongoing preparations for Antigua and 
Barbuda’s hosting of CHOGM 2026 
under the theme  “Accelerating Part-
nerships and Investment for a Prosper-
ous Commonwealth.”
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne is in 
Perth, Western Australia, to partici-
pate in the prestigious Global Citizen 
NOW: Perth Summit,  scheduled for 
October 18–20, 2026, where he will 
renew his call for urgent international 
action to address the existential threats 
posed by climate change to Small Is-
land Developing States (SIDS).
The Prime Minister’s participation 

comes at a critical juncture in global 
climate diplomacy, as world leaders 
prepare for the 31st Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change 
(COP31) and Antigua and Barbu-
da prepares to host the Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) from November 1–4, 2026.
The international summit will bring 

together political leaders, business 
executives, philanthropists, environ-
mental advocates and representatives 
of civil society to advance practical 
solutions to some of the world’s most 
pressing development challenges, in-
cluding climate change, energy securi-
ty, sustainable development and equi-
table access to financing.
Prime Minister Browne is scheduled 

to participate in a high-level discus-
sion on Tuesday, October 20, under the 
theme “The Cost of Complacency.”
During the session, the Prime Min-

ister is expected to highlight the dev-
astating human, social and economic 
consequences of climate inaction, par-
ticularly for vulnerable countries in 
the Caribbean and Pacific regions.
Drawing on Antigua and Barbu-

da’s own experience, Prime Minister 
Browne will underscore the reality 
that climate change is not a distant 
threat for small island nations but an 
immediate challenge affecting homes, 
livelihoods, infrastructure, food secu-
rity and national development.
The Prime Minister is expected to ref-

erence the devastation caused by Hur-

ricane Irma in 2017, which damaged 
or destroyed approximately 95 percent 
of buildings in Barbuda and forced the 
evacuation of the island’s population.
He will also draw attention to the ex-

perience of other vulnerable countries, 
including Dominica, where Hurricane 
Maria caused damage and losses esti-
mated at more than twice the country’s 
annual gross domestic product.
Prime Minister Browne has consis-

tently maintained in international fo-
rums that small island states contrib-
ute disproportionately little to global 
greenhouse gas emissions yet bear 
some of the most severe consequences 
of climate change.
He has repeatedly argued that climate 

vulnerability must be recognised as a 
fundamental development challenge 
and that the international community 
has a responsibility to provide practi-
cal assistance to countries facing re-
peated climate-related disasters.
The Prime Minister’s participation in 

Australia will also provide an oppor-
tunity to highlight Antigua and Barbu-
da’s growing leadership in advancing 
the interests of Small Island Develop-
ing States.
Under Prime Minister Browne’s lead-

ership, Antigua and Barbuda hosted 
the Fourth International Conference 
on Small Island Developing States 

(SIDS4) in May 2024, which result-
ed in the adoption of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS): 
A Renewed Declaration for Resilient 
Prosperity.
The ten-year framework provides a 

platform for addressing the structural 
vulnerabilities of small island nations 
and advancing international coopera-
tion in areas including sustainable de-
velopment, climate resilience, financ-
ing and economic transformation.
Prime Minister Browne has also been 

a leading advocate for the Multidi-
mensional Vulnerability Index (MVI), 
which seeks to ensure that the interna-
tional financial system gives greater 
consideration to countries’ exposure 
to climate disasters, economic shocks 
and other vulnerabilities when deter-
mining eligibility for development as-
sistance and concessional financing.
The Prime Minister has long argued 

that traditional measurements based 
primarily on per capita income fail to 
reflect the unique challenges faced by 
small island economies.
Another major focus of his partici-

pation will be the international legal 
efforts undertaken by Antigua and 
Barbuda, in partnership with Tuva-
lu, through the Commission of Small 
Island States on Climate Change and 
International Law (COSIS).
The Commission played a central 

role in securing the landmark adviso-
ry opinion of the International Tribu-
nal for the Law of the Sea concerning 
states’ obligations to protect the ma-
rine environment from the effects of 
climate change.
The Prime Minister is expected to 

emphasise the importance of translat-
ing these legal and diplomatic achieve-
ments into concrete international ac-
tion, particularly in relation to climate 
finance, accountability and support for 
vulnerable countries.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne to Champion Climate 
Justice at Global Citizen NOW Summit in Australia
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The Cabinet of Antigua and Barbu-
da has expressed concern regarding 
an area of the proposed acquisition of 
CIBC Caribbean by Butterfield, partic-
ularly as it relates to the employment 
rights and severance entitlements of 
workers employed by the bank in An-
tigua and Barbuda.
During its meeting last Wednesday, 

Cabinet considered the matter follow-
ing concerns about the rights of em-
ployees under the laws of Antigua and 
Barbuda and the arrangements being 
proposed for the continuation of their 
employment following the acquisition.
Cabinet noted that the employees 

have drawn attention to the provisions 
of the  Antigua and Barbuda Labour 
Code (Amendment) Act No. 9 of 2019, 
particularly Sections C40 and C44, to-
gether with the consequential amend-
ment to Section 176(g) of the Banking 
Act No. 10 of 2015.
The employees contend that these 

provisions protect their rights to sever-
ance benefits in circumstances involv-
ing redundancy, the sale of assets or 
other forms of transfer of an undertak-
ing to a successor employer.
Cabinet calls upon Butterfield, as the 

proposed purchaser, and the existing 
management of CIBC Caribbean to 
ensure full compliance with the coun-
try’s Labour Code and all other appli-
cable legislation governing the trans-
fer of businesses and the protection of 
employees.
Cabinet further noted the concerns 

raised by employees regarding the 
structure of the proposed transaction, 
including whether it constitutes a 
transfer of shares or a transfer of the 
banking undertaking, and the impli-
cations of those arrangements for the 
application of Antigua and Barbuda’s 
labour legislation.

The Government considers it essen-
tial that the legal nature of the transac-
tion be clearly established and that the 
rights of employees be determined in 
accordance with the applicable laws.
Cabinet recognises the importance of 

maintaining a stable and competitive 
banking sector and welcomes respon-
sible investment in Antigua and Bar-
buda. Cabinet encourages the parties 
involved in the proposed acquisition 
to engage constructively with employ-
ees and the relevant labour authorities 
to ensure that all legal obligations are 
properly addressed before the transac-
tion is finalised.

Cabinet Calls on Butterfield to observe Employees’ Rights 
and Severance Entitlements in Proposed Acquisition of 

CIBC Caribbean
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International

Russian drones hit a military hospital, 
shopping center, apartment blocks and 
other buildings in Kharkiv late Satur-
day, killing two people and wounding 
35 others, Ukrainian officials said.
Regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said 
that a 67-year-old man and a 70-year-
old woman were killed in the attack on 
Ukraine’s second-largest city.
Ukraine’s General Staff denounced 

the “deliberate, targeted shelling” of 
the military hospital. Among the ca-
sualties were “servicemen who were 
undergoing treatment,” it said.
The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 
Russia fired 111 exploding drones and 
decoys in the latest wave of attacks 
overnight into Sunday. It said 65 of 
them were intercepted and another 35 
were lost, likely having been electron-
ically jammed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said Sunday that over the past 
week “most regions of Ukraine” came 
under Russian attack. Writing on X, 
he said “1,310 Russian guided aerial 
bombs, over 1,000 attack drones — 
mostly ‘Shaheds’ — and nine missiles 
of various types, including ballis-
tic ones” had been launched against 
Ukraine.
Zelenskyy also repeated his assertion 
that “Russia is dragging out the war,” 
echoing comments he made Thurs-
day in Paris that Russia is prolonging 
ceasefire talks “just to buy time and 
then try to grab more land.”
Russia’s Ministry of Defense, mean-
while, said its air defense systems shot 
down six Ukrainian drones. It also 
claimed Sunday that its troops had 
taken control of a village in Ukraine’s 
partly occupied Donetsk region. The 
Russian claim could not be inde-
pendently verified, and Ukraine did 
not comment.
According to Ukrainian government 
and military analysts, Russian forces 
are preparing to launch a fresh mil-
itary offensive in the coming weeks 
to maximize pressure on Ukraine and 
strengthen the Kremlin’s negotiating 
position in ceasefire talks. (Loop Ca-
ribbean)

2 people killed and dozens 
wounded in Russian attack 
on Kharkiv
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TUESDAY 24TH OCTOBER 2023

Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10

con’t from pg 21



MONDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2026

PAGE 7
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

MONDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2026

Local News

The Antigua and Barbuda St. John’s 
Taxi Association Inc. (ABSJTA) 
conducted a clean-up and beautifi-
cation exercise on Saturday, cover-
ing Big Ffryes Beach, Little Ffryes 
Beach and the surrounding areas.
Undertaken in support of prepara-

tions for the 2026/2027 cruise sea-
son, the initiative brought members 
and volunteers together to improve 
the coastal environment for the 
benefit of residents and visitors.
Participants collected 40 biode-

gradable 48-gallon garbage bags 
filled with bottles, cans, paper, 
plastics, and other waste. Addition-
al leaves and large debris were also 
removed from the beaches and sur-
rounding areas.
The initiative reflects the Associa-

tion’s recognition of the importance 
of maintaining Antigua and Barbu-
da’s beaches as valued community 
spaces and central features of the 
national tourism product. Preserv-
ing these areas supports recreation 
and public enjoyment while con-
tributing to the quality of the visitor 
experience and the livelihoods sus-
tained by tourism.
The ABSJTA extends its appre-

ciation to all members, volunteers 
and supporters who contributed to 
the exercise. Donations of supplies 
and refreshments, together with the 
provision of a dump truck for waste 
collection and disposal, supported 
the successful completion of the 
activity.
Following discussions with the 

Association, the management of 
Dennis Beach Bar pledged to sup-
port future beach clean-up initia-
tives through donations of rakes 
and other essential equipment. This 

collaboration will help volunteers 
undertake the exercises more ef-
ficiently and support safe and hy-
gienic waste handling.
The ABSJTA has committed to 

conducting these exercises twice 
annually: once before the start of 
the cruise season and again at its 
conclusion. The Association also 
encourages other tourism providers 

to participate in coordinated clean-
up and beautification initiatives. 
The Association’s President stated, 
“Through sustained collaboration, 
the tourism sector can contribute 
to the preservation of the country’s 
beaches, the enhancement of sur-
rounding areas and the continued 
appeal of Antigua and Barbuda as a 
destination.”

St. John’s Taxi Association Conducts Clean-up 
and Beautification Exercise at Ffryes Beach
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The Administration of the Royal Po-
lice Force of Antigua and Barbuda 
expresses sincere regret over an un-
fortunate incident involving several 
dogs during the execution of a search 
warrant at a property in All Saints on 
Friday, October 16, 2026.
At approximately 4:50 a.m., a joint 

team of police officers, comprising 
personnel from the Criminal Investi-
gations Department Task Force, Spe-
cial Services Unit, Gang and Guns 
Suppression Unit, and K-9 Unit, exe-
cuted a search warrant at a residential 
property in All Saints.
During the operation, officers re-

portedly encountered several dogs, 
including pit bulls, a Rottweiler, and 
a Bullmastiff, which were displaying 
aggressive behaviour as police at-
tempted to enter the premises.
In an effort to control the situation 

and prevent possible injuries to offi-
cers, less-lethal measures were initial-
ly employed.
However, one of the dogs reportedly 

continued to advance aggressively to-
wards the officers despite these mea-
sures, resulting in an officer discharg-

ing a firearm. Regrettably, the animal 
was fatally wounded.
The Police Administration deeply re-

grets that the circumstances surround-
ing this operation resulted in harm to 
the animals, particularly the unfortu-
nate loss of one of the dogs.
As an organization that operates its 

own K-9 Unit, the Royal Police Force 
of Antigua and Barbuda fully recog-
nizes the important role dogs play in 
our society, not only as working ani-
mals but also as loyal companions and 
valued members of many families.
The Royal Police Force of Antigua 

and Barbuda reiterates that it does not 
condone unnecessary harm or cruelty 
to animals. The organization remains 
committed to protecting life, respect-
ing animal welfare, and maintaining 
the highest standards of professional-
ism in the execution of its duties.

Police Administration Expresses Regret Over Incident Where 
a Dog Was Fatally Shot During a Police Operation
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Senator Joel Rayne is call-
ing for a renewed focus on po-
lice-community engagement, 
youth outreach and sport-based 
initiatives as part of a stronger na-
tional response to gun violence. 
 
Speaking during the Senate debate 
on the Firearms (Amendment) Bill 
2026, Senator Rayne said police 
officers must be visible, accessible 
and actively engaged with residents 
well before an emergency arises. 
 
“The police should not be strangers 
in our communities until an emer-
gency occurs. We should know our 
police officers, and they should know 
us. There must be a relationship built 
on trust, communication and mutu-
al respect,” Senator Rayne stated. 
 
He called for regular police engage-
ment in communities through meet-
ings with residents, school visits, 
youth outreach programmes and 
other initiatives that allow officers to 
interact with citizens outside emer-
gency or enforcement situations. 
 
Rayne, who is also the Parliamen-
tary Secretary in the Ministry of 
Finance, said these efforts could 
strengthen public confidence, 
encourage the sharing of credi-
ble information and help identi-
fy potential problems before they 
escalate into serious incidents. 
 
He placed particular emphasis on 
using sport to build relationships 
between police officers and young 
people. Recalling a time when offi-
cers participated actively in football, 
cricket and netball, he said com-
munity sporting activities created 
opportunities for positive interac-

tion, familiarity and mutual respect. 
 
Senator Rayne urged the police and 
sporting organisations to revive and 
expand sport-based initiatives, in-
cluding national competitions and 
activities involving young peo-
ple and law enforcement officers. 
 
“Sometimes, the best way to build 
trust is not through a uniform 
or a police vehicle, but through 
meaningful interaction. When our 
young people can play alongside 
police officers, speak with them 
and get to know them as individ-
uals, it helps to break down barri-
ers and build relationships that can 
make a real difference,” he added. 
 
He said sport could promote disci-
pline, teamwork and positive deci-
sion-making while providing young 
people with constructive opportu-
nities and helping officers become 
more familiar and approachable 
figures within their communities. 
 
While acknowledging that legis-
lation is necessary to strengthen 
the country’s response to illegal 

firearms and gun-related offenc-
es, Senator Rayne said lasting 
progress would also require a pre-
ventative approach rooted in sus-
tained police-community contact. 
 
“Public safety cannot be the respon-
sibility of the police alone. Commu-
nities must play their part by report-
ing suspicious activities, sharing 
credible information and helping to 
create an environment where crimi-
nal activity is not tolerated. But for 
that cooperation to flourish, people 
must feel that the police are part-
ners in their communities, not sim-
ply a presence they encounter when 
something goes wrong,” he stated. 
 
Senator Rayne also stressed 
that community coopera-
tion must be matched by ac-
countability, professionalism 
and respect for citizens’ rights. 
 
He maintained that addressing 
gun violence requires a compre-
hensive national response that 
combines appropriate laws and ef-
fective enforcement with public ed-
ucation, youth outreach and mean-
ingful community involvement. 
 
Senator Rayne concluded that the 
immediate priority should be to 
strengthen relationships before cri-
ses occur, create positive avenues for 
youth engagement and ensure that 
police officers are known and trusted 
within the communities they serve. 
 
“We must move beyond responding 
to emergencies. We must rebuild re-
lationships, reconnect through our 
communities and use every avail-
able opportunity to prevent crime 
before it happens.”

Senator Joel Rayne: “The Police Should Not Be 
Strangers Until an Emergency Occurs”

Senator Joel Rayne
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Local News

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
launched an exercise to distribute 
more than thirty thousand seedlings to 
farmers, backyard gardens and others 
in the society as part of ongoing efforts 
to boost food security.
Agriculture Minister Anthony Smith 

Jnr. made the announcement during 
recent activities marking World Food 
Day.
“Under this year’s World Food Day 

theme, Innovate Today, Nourish To-
morrow, we joined farmers, educa-
tors, students and partners to distribute 
more than 30,000 seedlings, our larg-
est donation yet. Eggplant, cucumbers, 
peppers, tomatoes, beans, melons, 
Chinese cabbage, herbs and spices 
are going to small-scale and backyard 
farmers, helping more households 
grow what they eat,” the minister an-
nounced.
He said a nation that feeds itself is 

a nation that’s more secure. “By pro-
ducing more locally, we reduce what 
we spend on imports, including about 
$150 million in livestock products 
each year. New poultry, pork and 
small ruminant abattoirs will help our 
livestock farmers meet more of that 
demand right here at home.
I encourage all farmers to register 

with the Ministry of Agriculture’s Ex-
tension Division to help us direct re-
sources, infrastructure and technical 
support where they’re needed most,” 
the minister urged.
The minister explained that the new 

poultry abattoir will produce chicken 
that will be sold in parts as is preferred 
by local consumers. The second abat-
toir will focus on pork and small rumi-

nant meats.
Government is aggressively promot-

ing local food production to strength-
en the country’s food security at a time 

when disruptions in supply-chains and 
instability in the international market-
place make such moves critically im-
portant.

More Than 30-Thousand Seedlings to Boost 
Agricultural Production
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From delicious jams and jellies to in-
fused honey, chutneys and handmade 
soaps, the IICA Delegation in Antigua 
and Barbuda showcased the creativity 
and talent of local agro-processors at 
the 2026 World Food Day celebration 
under the theme “Innovate Today, 
Nourish Tomorrow.” 
The IICA booth highlighted small 

businesses such as ANBROP, Gran-
ma Aki, Kima’s Delectables, Ack-
ees Acres, GARDC and SHAADE 
Hydroponics, showcasing how local 
entrepreneurs are adding value to ag-
ricultural products and creating new 
opportunities in the agri-food sector. 

Representing IICA were Technical 
Specialist Craig Thomas and Assistant 
Executive Secretary Tamisha Edge-
combe-Doram, who helped highlight 
the Institute’s commitment to support-
ing local enterprises and advancing 
agricultural development.
Visitors to the IICA booth learned 

about technical cooperation initiatives 
in Antigua and Barbuda, including the 
Vetiver Grass Initiative, the rehabili-
tation of the Antigua Black Pineapple 

and the Next Generation Sweet Potato 
Project. 
Through partnerships, innovation and 

support for local entrepreneurs, IICA 
continues to champion a stronger, 
more resilient and sustainable agricul-
tural sector.
Nourishing today. Empowering local 

innovators. Growing a better tomor-
row! t

Local News
Celebrating Local Innovation and the Peo-

ple Behind Our Food. 
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Local News

The Ministry of Health announces 
the appointment of new members to 
the Midwifery Board, who were re-
cently sworn in by Sir Rodney Wil-
liams, Governor General, at Govern-
ment House. 
Dr. Kamaria DeCastro has been 

appointed Chairperson of the 
Board, with Nurse Patricia-Ann 
Clarke-Thomas serving as Depu-
ty Chairperson. The other members 
are Nurse Jacqueline Jno-Baptiste, 
Nurse Laurellyn Williams, Nurse Ar-
lea Gregory, Nurse Wanda Samuel 
and Dr. Andre Winter. A Secretary to 
the Board will be appointed by the 
Governor General at a later date.
The Board plays an important role 

in supporting the regulation of mid-
wifery practice and the maintenance 
of professional standards, helping to 
ensure that women and newborns re-
ceive safe and quality care through-
out Antigua and Barbuda.
Minister of Health, Michael Jo-

seph, welcomed the appointments 
and highlighted the value of having 
a medical doctor serving alongside 
experienced nursing professionals on 
the Board.
“The practice of midwifery is an es-

sential part of maternal and newborn 
healthcare, and the Board has an 
important responsibility in support-
ing professional standards and safe 
practice. The inclusion of a medical 
doctor alongside nursing profession-
als brings complementary clinical 
expertise and perspectives to the 
Board’s work. This multidisciplinary 
approach can strengthen collabora-
tion among healthcare professionals, 
support informed decision-making 
and contribute to the continued im-
provement of maternal and newborn 
care in Antigua and Barbuda,” the 
Minister said.

The Ministry looks forward to 
working with the newly appointed 
members as they undertake their re-
sponsibilities in support of profes-
sional accountability, the continued 

development of midwifery practice 
and the delivery of safe, quality ma-
ternal and newborn healthcare ser-
vices across Antigua and Barbuda.

Ministry of Health Congratulates Newly Appointed 
Midwifery Board Members
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Local News

Lady Sandra Williams, President of 
the Halo Foundation, and Lady Ma-
hasen Hadeed, wife of the late Sir Aziz 
Hadeed, visited Cedar Grove Primary 
School recently to celebrate learning, 
encourage youth development, and 
strengthen educational opportunities 
for children in the community.

During the visit, the distinguished 
guests presented John Nathan and his 
teaching partner Kofe James, as well 
as the school’s Chess Club with 20 
chess sets, enabling the club to more 
successfully continue after-class stra-
tegic chess sessions. The donation un-
derscores the importance of inclusive 

activities that promote both academic 
enrichment and character develop-
ment among young learners.
The visit also included meaningful 

discussions with the school’s lead-
ership and teaching staff. Lady Wil-
liams and Lady Hadeed met with 
Mrs. Anthony, the Headmistress and 
Class Teacher Mrs.Gonsalves, to ex-
plore how the Halo Foundation and 
its partners could continue supporting 
Cedar Grove Primary School through 
small, practical initiatives tailored to 
the school’s needs and geared towards 
improving day-to-day learning experi-
ences.

Chess is widely recognized as more 
than just a game—it is a structured ac-
tivity that trains children to think care-
fully, plan ahead, and learn via strat-
egy. Through consistent participation, 
this is a game that  can help children 
to build a foundation of skills that are 
valuable both in and out of the class-

Chess Sets donated to Support After-Class Sessions
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room.
 There is a requirement for chil-

dren to evaluate positions, consid-
er consequences, and make deci-
sions based on evidence. Chess 
strengthens the habit of thoughtful 
problem-solving rather than im-
pulsive responses.
Amongst many other benefits, 

chess supports the understanding 
of patterns, geometry-like board 
relationships, and logical sequenc-
ing. Children often become more 
confident in tackling puzzles and 
structured reasoning activities.
Speaking  to the class during the 

visit, Lady Williams emphasized 
that initiatives like chess sup-
port the full development of chil-
dren—not only academically but 
also mentally and socially.
“Education is not limited to 

books and classrooms,” she said. 
“It is also about providing young 
people with activities that develop 
their minds, build confidence, and 
encourage strategic thinking. We 

are proud to support Cedar Grove 
Primary School and to empower 
the Chess Club with the tools they 
need to learn, grow, and excel.”
Lady Hadeed added, “When chil-

dren are encouraged to think crit-
ically and creatively, the benefits 
extend into every part of their 
lives. We look forward to seeing 
the Chess Club thrive and to sup-

porting the school in additional 
ways that make a meaningful dif-
ference.”
The leadership team welcomed 

the guests’ commitment and ex-
pressed appreciation for the chess 
sets and the opportunity they pro-
vide for after-class learning and 
enrichment.

Local News
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Approximately 80 yachts participat-
ing in the Salty Dogs Rally are expect-
ed to arrive in Antigua between No-
vember 10 and 15, with most planning 
to remain based on the island for the 
winter.
 

Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Tourism, Michael Freeland, said the 
rally is returning after visiting Anti-
gua last year, bringing another oppor-
tunity for the country to strengthen 
its ties with the sailing community. 
Ahead of the arrivals, the Antigua and 
Barbuda Tourism Authority has deliv-
ered a selection of local products and 
visitor information for the participants, 
with English Harbour Rum sponsoring 
rum miniatures.
 

The packages also include hot sauce, 
caps and marine guides containing 
information about Antigua, giving 
sailors a taste of the destination while 
helping them prepare for their stay.
 

Devin Joseph, the Tourism Author-
ity’s Yachting Business Develop-
ment Manager, made the presen-
tation on behalf of the authority. 
The anticipated extended stay of many 
participating yachts could bring busi-
ness to marinas, provisioning compa-
nies, restaurants, marine service pro-
viders and other businesses serving the 
yachting sector.
 

For tourism officials, the returning 
rally also provides an opportunity 
to encourage repeat visits and build 
lasting relationships with sailors who 

choose Antigua as their winter base. 
The welcome initiative brings together 

tourism promotion and local business 
support as Antigua and Barbuda pre-
pares to receive the fleet in November.

80 Yachts Expected in Antigua as Salty Dogs 
Rally Returns in November

Local News
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Commentary

On Saturday October 10, 2026, the 
UWI Five Islands Campus graduated 
its largest class ever as over 200 grad-
uates crossed the stage. That milestone 
deserves celebrating, and we celebrate 
we did but as anyone in that hall knows 
the headline number was not the real 
story, the real story was in the faces, 
the families, and the firsts.
Two lives, one lesson
This year our university and campus 

awarded honorary doctoral degrees to 
two Caribbean icons who belong in 
the same sentence, Drs Thea LaFond 
and Don Rojas.
Thea LaFond won Dominica’s first 

Olympic gold medal, in the triple jump 
in Paris, with a national record leap of 
15.02 meters in 2024. She told the au-
dience that she had her Olympic debut 
at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Summer 
Olympics where she competed in the 
women’s triple jump and finished last 
in the qualification round. Her 2024 
gold medal proves that where you start 

does not decide where you finish. For 
the young people in the audience, she 
is a living example that excellence 
from a small island is not an exception 
it is a possibility.
Don Rojas, a son of St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines , has spent more than 
half a century using words as tools of 
liberation, from the Grenada Revo-
lution to the front ranks of the Black 
press across the diaspora. For the older 
generation, his is a story of conviction 
kept across a lifetime and a history les-
son for the younger ones present.
Side by side, they show what a Carib-

bean university is for, connecting gen-
erations. As one spoke to what we can 
achieve now while the other reminds 

us of what was struggled for and is still 
unfinished.
Our first public health graduates
For the first time, the Five Islands 

Campus graduated a class in the Mas-
ter of Public Health. For years, senior 
health professionals in Antigua and 
Barbuda hit a ceiling. They had the 
experience, but promotion required a 
qualification that meant leaving home, 
work and family and many simply 
could not.
Now they can earn it here, and sever-

al are now eligible for promotion into 
leadership roles in our health system 
which is not only good for them but 
for the health care system. I was espe-
cially pleased to see a practicing doc-

More Than a Number: What the Class of 2026 Tells Us
By Professor C. Justin Robinson 

Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal, The UWI Five Islands Campus
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Commentary
tor in this first cohort; we need more 
doctors focused and public health and 
equipped to lead in the sector.
Our first MBA class
We also graduated our first MBA 

class, professionals who studied while 
running departments, businesses and 
households. A country that wants to 
own more of its economy needs peo-
ple at home trained to build and lead 
its enterprises.
Teachers who never had to leave
Once again, we graduated expe-

rienced teachers who are now ful-
ly certified, without having to leave 
their classrooms or their children. 
Among them was a class valedictori-
an, Chemique Harris-Benjamin. That 
a working teacher can top the gradu-
ating class tells you about the calibre 
of the people we have been asking to 
wait.
Behind many of these graduates stood 

someone the programme booklet does 
not name, the grandmother, aunt or 
neighbour who minded the children 
through evening classes and exam 
weeks. Caribbean progress has always 
been financed by these unbooked 
transfers and these degrees belong to 
them too.
The gap we cannot ignore
One more thing was plain on that 

stage. Our graduates were overwhelm-
ingly women. We are not alone in this 
as across The UWI, roughly 70 of ev-
ery 100 students are female.
We celebrate every one of these wom-

en. Caribbean women never entered 
the workforce, because they were 
never out of it, and they have walked 
boldly through the door education 
opened. But a degree earns a seat, not 
yet the chai as our boardrooms are still 
chaired mostly by men. The work for 
our daughters is not yet finished.
The question for our sons is different. 

The anthropologist Peter Wilson ob-
served that Caribbean societies run on 
two value systems. The first is respect-
ability, earned through school, church 
and work. The second is reputation, 

earned among peers on the street cor-
ner. We raise our girls towards the first 
and our boys towards the second. A 
degree is a slow investment in respect-
ability, with years of discipline before 
the dividends arrive. Too many young 
men are being offered faster, riskier 
returns elsewhere, and too many of 
those offers end badly.
The men who graduated on Saturday 

show the other road, they chose the 
long road, and it paid. So here is my 
request. Look at the men and boys in 
your life, your sons, brothers, neph-
ews, partners and colleagues. Talk to 

them about what further study could 
do for them. Not as a lecture, but as 
an invitation and if cost, time or con-
fidence is the barrier, we want to hear 
about it, and we want to help.
What comes next
The largest class in our history is a be-

ginning, not a finish line. To the Class 
of 2026, you have made your families 
and your campus proud, now go and 
make your country proud.
And to those still thinking about it, 

especially the men, the door is open, 
right here at home.

TO:  Your Worship 
St. John’s Magistrate Court 
High street 
St. John’s 
Antigua 

TO:  The Commission of Police 
Police Headquarters 
American Road 
St. John’s 
Antigua 

Dear Sir/Madam 

RE: Notice- Application for Tavern License 

I, Curdyan Harper of Golden Grove, with registered business 
situate at Golden Grove St. John’s Antigua and Barbuda DO 
HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that it is my intention to apply at the 
next sitting of the liquor licensing Court to be held at the Mag-
istrate’s Court High Street, St. John’s Antigua on Friday 4th 
December, 2026 next ensuring for a Liquor Licensing Pursu-
ant to section (11) (5) of the licensing (Intoxication Liquor) Act 
Cap 249 of the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda 1992 Revised 
Edition in respect of premises known as “C.E.S.H E Enter-
prise” situated at Golden Grove in the parish of St. John’s 
Antigua and Barbuda. 

Dated the 18th day of October, 2026

Tel# 722-3334
……………………………………..

NOTICE
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Feature

By Raulito Torres
Prominent Cuban composer and sing-

er
Why so much hatred, so much cruel-

ty, so much gloating over the misfor-
tune of our neighbor?
Because politics is one thing, and 

self-indulgence is another. Blockades 
as a tool of the state are one thing, and 
watching a nation bleed to death is an-
other. And that’s exactly what Marco 
Rubio and Donald Trump are doing: 
they’re licking their chops.

The Miami mythomaniac
Marco Rubio was born in Miami in 

1971, but he has spent his life peddling 
a false story: that his parents fled Cuba 
after 1959, escaping the Revolution. 
A lie. His parents left the island in the 
1950s, under Batista’s dictatorship, 
long before Fidel Castro came to pow-
er. Even the Washington Post confirms 
this with supporting documentation. 
But this fabrication served his purpos-
es. It helped him win over Miami’s 
hardline right wing, to cultivate a vic-
tim image of communism that guaran-
teed him votes.
 Rubio isn’t a politician with a coher-

ent ideology. He’s a man who turned 
hatred of Cuba into a lucrative busi-
ness. His entire career was built on 
that foundational myth. And when a 
lie feeds you for thirty years, you end 

up believing it. Or worse: you end up 
needing it to be true. You need Cuba to 
be the hellhole you claim it is, because 
otherwise, who are you? A son of im-
migrants who lied to play the martyr?
Young Marco grew up boasting that 

one day he would lead an army of ex-
iles to overthrow Fidel Castro and be-
come president of Cuba. That’s not a 
political project. That’s the obsession 
of a rich kid who never learned to lose.

The millionaire who doesn’t know 
how to lose.
For Trump, Cuba isn’t a cause. It’s a 

trophy. It’s the missing piece to com-
plete his “win-win-win” puzzle. He 
looks at Cuba and says, like a spoiled 
child, “I want it.” There’s no strategy, 
no geopolitics . There’s an old man 
who needs to prove, at almost eighty, 
that he’s still the strongest in the yard.

The shared obsession
What unites these two is something 

darker than politics. It’s a psycholog-
ical need to humiliate, to see the oth-
er on their knees. Rubio needs Cuba 
to fail to justify his lies. Trump needs 
Cuba to surrender to feed his legend. 
And between them, they’ve built an 
unprecedented machine of cruelty.
The more than sixty-year-long embar-

go is not enough for them. The more 
than 240 measures Trump implement-
ed during his first term are not enough. 
Now, in 2026, they have signed exec-
utive orders blocking the assets of any 
company or individual doing business 
with Cuba. They have cut off fuel sup-
plies. They have sanctioned the Cuban 
oil company. They have sent letters 
to world capitals threatening sanc-
tions against anyone who dares to vote 
against the embargo at the UN.
And meanwhile, here on the island, 

people are dying. Without bullets or 
bombs. Cuba is dying from blackouts. 
From a lack of medicine. From not be-
ing able to pump water because there’s 

no electricity for the pumps. Infant 
mortality has risen to 9.8 per 1,000 
live births, when it used to be 4. There 
are more than 67,000 children who ha-
ven’t been able to complete their vac-
cination schedule. That’s not collateral 
damage. That’s genocide, no longer so 
slow, as you called it some time ago.

The million-dollar question
Why? Why so much cruelty? Why 

don’t you let Cuba be a successful 
country, even if it’s a different kind 
of success than you understand it to 
be—imperfect, with its mistakes, its 
rhythm, and its shortcomings?
The answer lies in fear. A prosperous, 

sovereign Cuba, one that doesn’t need 
to ask Washington for permission to 
trade with the world, would be a liv-
ing proof that the blockade was never 
a matter of national security. It would 
be proof that all this suffering was un-
necessary. And they can’t allow that. 
Because if Cuba demonstrates that it’s 
possible to live without the empire, 
then the empire will be left without 
subjects, without vipers licking its 
boots.
That’s why the cruelty. That’s why 

the reveling in the misfortunes of oth-
ers. That’s why Rubio lies and Trump 
threatens. It’s not strength. It’s fear. 
Fear that this small, blockaded, but 
dignified people will show the world 
that it can be done.
And meanwhile, here we are. With 

the blackout, with “solving” by in-
venting solutions every day. But we’re 
still here. My grandfather always told 
me: “The ones whom endures wins.” 
I don’t know what he would say right 
now with the times we’re living in 
and the thunder that’s crashing down. 
What I am sure of is that the US gov-
ernment, with all their power and all 
their hatred, haven’t been able to de-
feat us. Nor will they ever be able to!
And I dedicate these scribbles to my 

grandfather.

Why such cruelty? (Chronicles of a blockade that never ends)
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Feature

By Julian Rogers

Mia Mottley’s call for “Slave” to 
join the CXC syllabus drew the head-
lines from Sparrow’s farewell. But 
the Prime Minister who spoke after 
her, Kamla Persad-Bissessar, said 
two things that matter just as much, 
and she deserves the same careful 
reading.
She began with a joke she shares 

with Mottley, that neither of them 
could ever have made a career as a 
singer, and then settled into a tribute 
better organised than most eulogies. 
Sparrow, she said, was an icon, an 
ambassador, a storyteller and a so-
cial commentator. Then came the 
line I would put on a wall. Calypso, 
she said, was “our newspaper”, “our 
parliament”, “our theatre”, “our com-
edy”, “our protest” and “our history 
book”.
It is not every day that a head of gov-

ernment concedes that the real parlia-
ment sat in a tent. She meant it as a 
compliment to both institutions, and 
the point is sound. A great many peo-
ple learned how the country saw itself 
from calypsonians.
Then she turned to education, which 

she said has always had a special 
meaning for her. She grew up on ca-
lypso because her mother had a roti 
shop with a jukebox, and Sparrow’s 
advice to children about going to 
school and learning well was part 
of the soundtrack. She said it car-
ried a serious message, that “educa-
tion gives our children the power to 
change their circumstances,” and that 
Sparrow could take a national issue 
and put it into words ordinary peo-
ple remembered. His words, she said, 
travelled “from the calypso tent into 
the classroom and into the home”. 
That is exactly the argument for put-
ting him on the CXC syllabus, made 
by the person who now has to help 
deliver it.
She also said something about him 

that applies to the whole region: “He 

never had to become less Caribbean 
in order to become international.” 
She noted his honours, including the 
Order of the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, conferred in 2014 during her 
first tenure as Prime Minister.
Then came the two commitments. 

On the syllabus, she told Mottley that 
Trinidad and Tobago would “work 
with you and the others in the Car-
icom to make your suggestion be-
come a reality.” On the monument, 
she announced that the Grand Stand 
at the Queen’s Park Savannah will be 
refurbished and will bear the name 
of Dr Slinger Francisco, the Mighty 
Sparrow. The Savannah is the open 
ground at the heart of Carnival in Port 
of Spain, and it is an apt place for the 
name of a man who sang Carnival 

What the Grand Stand Needs Next
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into the world.
Both commitments are generous. 

Neither has a date. I say that with-
out criticism, because a funeral is 
for sentiment, and a government that 
announces a grandstand in the same 
breath as a pledge on the curriculum 
has at least picked two things worth 
doing. But the next stage is admin-
istrative, and administration needs 
three things the speech did not sup-
ply: an owner, a deadline and a bud-
get.
So here is what I would ask of her 

government. First, name the lead 
ministry for the CXC proposal and 
put it on the agenda of the next Car-
icom Heads of Government meeting, 
in writing, with Mottley’s name be-
side hers. Second, publish a timetable 
and a cost for the refurbishment, and 
say whether it will be ready for Carni-
val in February. Third, link the two. A 
renamed grandstand will be seen by 
Carnival crowds. A teaching kit with 
the licensed recordings, the history 
and the lesson plans will be seen by 
every child in the region. If the gov-
ernment can do the first, it can fund 
the second.
Mottley asked for a syllabus. Per-

sad-Bissessar offered a building. The 
sensible reading is that they are one 
project: the place where the crowd 
gathers and the place where the child 
learns. “The king has left the stage, 
but the song goes on,” she said at the 
close. Songs do not go on by them-
selves. They need schools, archives 
and a budget line.
Julian Rogers is founder and pub-

lisher of Caribbean Bridges. Read 
more at caribbeanbridges.substack.
com

Caribbean Bridges by Julian Rogers 
. julian@caribbeanbridges.com
#CaribbeanBridges #MightySpar-

row #Calypso #CXC #KamlaPersad-
Bissessar
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Tomorrow, in the gardens, we begin, 
With caps once scattered, gathered in. 
Small circles saved from roadside rain, 
Now waiting for a purpose once again. 
We bring our hands, our time, our care, 

And build a brighter picture there.

The Botanical Gardens is the place, 
Where colour finds a patient, careful space. 
From eight until four, come share the day, 
And help us give these caps another way. 
With CHOGM now just two weeks away, 

Our community has something clear to say.

A cap beside a gutter may seem small, 
Too slight to draw attention there at all. 
Yet joined with others, fitted into place, 
It helps a flag reveal its shape and face. 

What once lay loose beneath a passing shoe, 
Can form a field of red, or white, or blue.

We gather colours, working side by side, 
And give each careful contribution pride. 

Some sort the shades; some help the work proceed; 
Some offer guidance where they see a need. 

No single pair of hands can do it all, 
Yet every willing contribution answers a call.

Across the Commonwealth, our colours rise, 
With stories held beneath familiar skies. 
Each flag invites a question and a name, 

While every nation’s story keeps its claim. 
We learn how difference helps a picture grow, 
Through all the separate colours that we show.

And as we work, let understanding grow, 
Beyond the things appearances may show. 

A disability cannot define 
The worth within a life as full as mine. 
Our beauty needs no trophy to be true; 

Our dignity belongs to me and you.

Ask what allows a neighbour to take part, 
And let their answer guide a thoughtful start. 

THE BEAUTY WE CAN MAKE
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A seated place, instructions made more clear, 
A listening person ready to draw near. 

Inclusion grows through choices that we make, 
And through the time we willingly will take.

No person is an object cast aside; 
No human worth should ever be denied. 

Our work with waste invites a different view 
Of habits we can question and renew. 

Respect means seeing people as they are, 
With dreams that reach beyond a label’s bar.

The caps can teach us something as we go: 
Responsibility must learn to grow. 

A finished drink still leaves a choice behind, 
An opportunity to act with care in mind. 

Collecting caps is one useful place to start; 
Reducing waste must also play its part.

Let children see that careful hands can build, 
And spaces once neglected can be filled 

With purpose, conversation, hope and cheer, 
With neighbours finding reasons to draw near. 

Let lessons travel home beyond the gate, 
And help another thoughtful habit germinate.

Come bring your patience; come and bring your care; 
Come meet the people working with you there. 

The beauty lives within the work we share, 
The time we give, the welcome we prepare. 

A flag may catch a visitor’s passing eye; 
Our daily choices help its meaning fly.

Tomorrow, let the gardens hear our call: 
A cleaner, kinder country needs us all. 

From eight to four, let willing hands unite, 
And turn discarded colours towards the light. 
For when our care becomes the work we do, 

A more inclusive future comes to view.

Let Antigua and Barbuda show 
How shared responsibility can grow. 

Beyond the photographs, beyond this day, 
May care continue guiding what we say. 

One cap, one conversation, one fresh start: 
A Commonwealth of colour, built with heart.
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Regional News

A Manchester father has been 
charged with conspiracy to mur-
der in relation to the killing of 
two men in the parish in March 
that is believed to have been a 
reprisal for the shooting death of 
his daughter a month earlier.
Charged is 37-year-old Ku-

mar Obrien, otherwise known 
as ‘Frazzle’, of Melrose Drive, 
Land Settlement.
The deceased have been identi-

fied as 29-year-old farmer Yakie-
ni Shaw, also known as ‘Yankee’, 
of Comfort District, Manches-
ter, and 21-year-old Damien 
Edwards, otherwise known as 
‘Damie’, of Melrose Gardens, 
Williamsfield, in the parish.
Reports from the Mandeville 

Police are that Obrien allegedly 
conspired with other men to kill 
Edwards and Shaw, who were 
gunned down about 3:50 pm on 
Saturday, March 14, 2026.
The shooting is believed to 

have been a reprisal for the fatal 

shooting of Obrien’s four-year-
old daughter, Saniyah Obrien, on 
Sunday, February 8, while they 
were seated in his Voxy motor 
car in the parish.
An investigations led to Obrien 

being apprehended, interviewed, 
and subsequently charged. He 
is scheduled to appear before 
the Manchester Parish Court on 
Wednesday, October 21. (Jamai-
ca Observer)

Manchester dad charged in suspected revenge 
killing of two men over daughter’s murder
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Minister of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Transformation, Hon Isra-
el Bruce is presently in Canada on a 
visit to farms that are participating in 
the Seasonal Workers Programme.
Minister Bruce is accompanied by 

Agricultural Officer, Research and 
Development-Camille Walsh De-
Jong and Executive Officer, Min-
istry Transport, Infrastructure and 
Physical Planning, Candice Bullock 
Seargeant.
The purpose of the visit is to assess 

prospective farms to expand the pro-
gramme so that more Vincentians 
can have the opportunity to partici-
pate in the programme.
While in Canada, the delegation is 

expected to meet with Deputy Min-
ister of Labour, Employment, Social 
Development Canada-Temporary 
Foreign Worker Programme Direc-
torate.
Meetings are also scheduled with 

the Foreign Agricultural Resource 
Management Services (FARMS) & 
CanAg Travel Agency and Presi-
dent, CEO and Labour committee of 
the British Columbia Fruit Growers 
Association (BCFGA).
Also on the agenda is a visit to po-

tential employers in Kelowna, a city 
in the south of Canada’s British Co-
lumbia province, as well as potential 
employers in Surrey and Abbotsford.
The delegation will also participate 

in activities staged by the Consulate 
in Canada to mark St Vincent and the 
Grenadines’47th anniversary. The 
delegation will also meet with the 
SVG Consulate General in Canada, 
Dr. Roderick McKree.
The delegation left the state on Oc-

tober 14 and will return on October 
28. (St Vincent Times)

SVG explores big opportunities for seasonal 
workers in Canada

One 150KVA 3phase Generator with Out Door Enclosure. 
One 50KVA Single Generator with Out Door Enclosure.

THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300

Generators for Rent

GENERATORS FOR RENT
150KVA 3Phase 3wire.120/240v. 
50KVA 3Phase 3wire 120/240v.
CONTACT:
THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300

GENERATOR  RENTALS
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President Irfaan Ali on 
Saturday night announced 
plans to restrict the impor-
tation of all types of vaping 
products into Guyana, citing 
growing concerns over their 
widespread and unregulat-
ed use, particularly among 
children and young people.
In a statement delivered 

via his Facebook page, 
President Ali said Finance 
Minister, Dr. Ashni Singh 
would soon sign an order 
under the Customs Act, 
Chapter 82:01, imposing 
the restrictions, with ex-
ceptions requiring approval 
from the Minister of Health, 
the National Tobacco Con-
trol Council or the Tobacco 
Control Board, as specified 
in the order.
The President said the mea-

sure was intended to address 
the growing public health 
risks associated with vaping 
while allowing legitimate 
medicinal, therapeutic and 
alternative applications to 
continue under the supervi-
sion of the relevant health 
authorities. “This measure 
is necessary in light of 
growing concerns over the 
widespread and unregulated 
importation, sale, and use of 
vapes and vaping products 
in Guyana,” the Guyanese 
leader said.
He added that the Govern-

ment had a responsibility to 
protect public health, par-
ticularly the well-being of 
children and young people, 
and to ensure that products 
posing potential risks to 
consumers were subjected 
to appropriate oversight. He 
said the decision followed 
engagements with parents, 
teachers, children, religious 

leaders and other members 
of society who had ex-
pressed concern about the 
increasing use of vaping 
products. He warned that 
vaping products were not 
harmless, despite often be-
ing marketed as alternatives 
to conventional cigarettes.
The President pointed to 

concerns about exposure 
to toxic substances, nico-
tine addiction, respiratory 
problems and the potential 
effects on the mental health 
and brain development of 
children and adolescents. 
“Vaping with all of the oth-
er alternative substances 
is negatively affecting our 
children and young people,” 
he said.
Ali also highlighted the 

risks associated with ex-
posure during pregnancy, 
noting that the potential 
consequences extended be-
yond immediate health con-
cerns. He warned that the 
easy availability of vaping 
products could expose chil-

dren and teenagers to risks 
at an early age, including 
in the school system. “The 
absence of complete knowl-
edge about those long-term 
effects must not be mistaken 
for evidence of safety,” the 
President said.
President Ali urged par-

ents, teachers, religious 
leaders and community 
leaders to educate young 
people about the dangers as-
sociated with vaping, partic-
ularly products containing 
additives. He said the Gov-
ernment had received con-
cerns from teachers, parents 
and children about the use 
and misuse of vaping prod-
ucts among teenagers and, 
in some instances, young-
er children in schools. The 
President acknowledged 
that some vaping products 
were promoted as alterna-
tives to conventional ciga-
rettes and nicotine products, 
and that certain technolo-
gies might have medicinal 
or therapeutic applications.

However, he stressed that 
such uses would have to be 
assessed and approved by 
the relevant health author-
ities. “The decision on the 
qualification has to be done 
at the level of the Tobacco 
Control Board,” he said.
According to the President, 

the restrictions are primarily 
intended to address the im-
portation of vaping products 
for recreational use, with-
out preventing legitimate 
applications that health au-
thorities deem necessary 
and appropriate. He said 
the move formed part of a 
broader international effort 
to strengthen regulation of 
vaping products, adding 
that several countries had 
already imposed restrictions 
on their importation and dis-
tribution.
President Ali maintained 

that the Government was 
seeking to protect children, 
schools, families and com-
munities while ensuring that 
any permitted use of vaping 
products remained subject 
to established laws, regula-
tions and medical standards. 
“We have to protect our 

children, we have to pro-
tect our schools, we have to 
protect our society,” he said. 
The President described 
the announcement as a re-
sponse to concerns raised 
across Guyanese society 
and said the Government 
had a duty to take measures 
to address emerging public 
health challenges. The order 
is expected to establish the 
restrictions and the frame-
work under which excep-
tions may be granted by the 
designated health authori-
ties. (Kaeiteur News)

Govt. moves to restrict vape imports
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

New York City Mayor Zohran 
Mamdani has welcomed a federal 
district court’s ruling dismissing a 
lawsuit brought by the Trump ad-
ministration challenging the city’s 
sanctuary laws for Caribbean and 
other immigrants.
In his ruling, Judge Ramón Reyes 

Jr, who was appointed by former 
President Joe Biden, wrote that the 
Trump administration lacks stand-
ing to bring its 2025 lawsuit claim-
ing New York City’s sanctuary laws 
are pre-empted by federal law.
“This is a victory for New Yorkers 

and a rebuke to ICE’s (US Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
agency) deportation agenda,” Mam-
dani said.
“The federal government came to 

court seeking to force New York 
City to turn its public servants into 
deportation agents and divert our re-
sources towards carrying out ICE’s 
cruel agenda. Today, they lost.
“The court made clear that the fed-

eral government has no standing 
to bring this case and cannot com-
mandeer our city workers to do its 
bidding. Our local laws make New 
York City safer. They allow us to fo-
cus our resources on protecting and 
serving our communities and ensur-
ing that every New Yorker can turn 
to their city government without fear 
that asking for help will make them 
a target for deportation,” he said.
The mayor said that the federal 

government wanted to use fear to 
divide the city, adding: “We will not 
let them. We will continue to uphold 
our local laws and use every tool at 
our disposal to protect New Yorkers 
from ICE’s abuses.
“Our city belongs to all of us, and 

we will not abandon our neighbours 
to satisfy an inhumane, xenophobic 

agenda,” he said.
New York City Mayor’s Office of 

Immigrant Affairs Commissioner 
Faiza N. Ali said that, for decades, 
New York City’s sanctuary laws 
have helped build trust between im-
migrant New Yorkers and their local 
government.
“These local laws are essential to 

ensuring that all New Yorkers can 
access critical public services, in-
cluding healthcare, housing and 
public education, without fear. At a 
time when federal immigration en-
forcement is destabilising and sep-
arating families and putting com-
munities across the five boroughs at 
risk, defending these protections has 
never been more important.
“Today’s ruling is a win for New 

York City and immigrant New York-
ers. It affirms our right to determine 
how to best use resources to serve 
and protect our communities. The 
federal government’s attempt to un-
dermine our laws has been rejected, 
and we will not back down from our 
commitment to protecting our immi-
grant neighbours.”
She said her office would “keep 

working to ensure immigrant New 

Yorkers know their rights, can ac-
cess trusted support and have the 
opportunity to live with safety and 
dignity”.
President and Chief Executive Of-

ficer of the New York Immigration 
Coalition (NYIC), Murad Awawdeh, 
whose organisation represents more 
than 200 immigrant and refugee 
groups in New York, hailed Judge 
Reyes for “upholding our constitu-
tional rights and the state’s rights to 
pass laws that keep our communities 
safe”.
Awawdeh said Trump’s lawsuit was 

“a last-ditch attempt to make an end 
run around the Tenth Amendment”.
He said neither New York City nor 

New York State would be bullied by 
the federal government into giving 
up their rights and protections.
In his ruling, Judge Reyes wrote 

that “even if the United States has 
standing — and it does not — its 
pre-emption claims fail.
“All of the United States’ pre-emp-

tion claims — express, conflict and 
field — fail because the relevant 
federal statutes do not regulate pri-
vate actors,” he said, adding that 
“there is nothing within federal law 
that obligates states to participate in 
federal immigration enforcement or 
compels states to comply therewith.
“The United States’ pre-emption 

arguments amount to nothing more 
than a backdoor around the Tenth 
Amendment and rest on a false dis-
tinction between (a) compelling lo-
cal governments’ participation in 
federal immigration enforcement 
and (b) prohibiting local govern-
ments from dictating how their per-
sonnel and other resources may be 
utilised towards federal immigra-
tion enforcement,” the judge said. 
(CMC)

Mamdani welcomes court ruling rejecting Trump administration 
challenge to NYC sanctuary laws
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A car and a newspaper kiosk were 
set on fire in Paris as police used tear 
gas and water cannons to disperse 
violent groups of protesters, while 
similar tensions erupted Saturday in 
other big cities on the fringes of na-
tionwide demonstrations against ris-
ing living costs and in support of high 
school students’ grievances.
Interior Minister Laurent Nuñez’s 

office described “a growing number 
of violent incidents,” including as-
saults on police officers, looting or at-
tempted looting of shops and damage 
to public buildings.
Authorities reported at least 272 ar-

rests across the country, including in 
Paris.
In the French capital, police used tear 

gas and water cannons to push back 
people wearing hoods and masks and 
throwing fireworks and other objects 
at officers in the Place de la Répub-
lique, northeast of the Paris city cen-
tre.
Large numbers of riot police were 

deployed in the square and surround-
ing streets.

The majority of peaceful protesters 
joined a march that moved toward 
northwestern Paris.
The crowd chanted France’s national 

anthem as French flags were waved.
The chants were accompanied by 

people playing trumpets and violins.
Meanwhile, police were working to 

prevent other small groups of protest-
ers from converging on government 
buildings, Nuñez’s office said.
Many metro stations were closed 

Saturday at police request, including 
those around the Champs-Elysées 
and near the presidential palace, par-
liament and government offices.
In Lyon, France’s third-largest city, 

where about 20,000 protesters joined 
the march, fire broke out inside a 
tourist office. Smoke and flames were 
seen rising from the building.
In the southern port city of Mar-

seille, some shops and a municipal 
police station were damaged, while 
some protesters briefly forced their 
way into the lobby of City Hall.
“This is unacceptable,” Marseille 

Mayor Benoît Payan told BFM TV, 
describing the damage in City Hall as 
“limited.”
Nuñez’s office also reported vio-

lence by masked groups in Rennes, 
Toulouse, Montpellier and Grenoble, 
among other cities.
Protesters across France respond-

ed to calls on social media to revive 
the “yellow vest” movement, which 
emerged in 2018 against social in-
justice. Demonstrators expressed 
widespread frustration and anger at 
the government as gasoline, energy 
and food prices have spiked in recent 
months.
Student groups protesting since 

mid-September through school 
blockades have urged supporters to 
join them.
The CGT, one of France’s major la-

bour unions, also backed the protests, 
calling for “higher wages and pen-
sions, lower prices and the protection 
of public services that meet people’s 
needs.”
In recent weeks, France has seen 

thousands of arrests, hundreds of in-
juries and schools set on fire as the 
new school year descended into na-
tionwide student protests that are in-
fluencing the country’s presidential 
election campaign and drawing inter-
national attention.
Among protesters, particularly grue-

some wounds suffered by some teen-
agers have been blamed on police ri-
ot-control weapons.
Nuñez suspended the use of a type of 

police stun grenade against the young 
demonstrators after a 15-year-old lost 
a hand.
On Tuesday, climate and social jus-

tice activist Greta Thunberg joined 
students at a high school in the Paris 
suburb of Saint-Denis. (AP)

Scuffles and fires break out as protesters rally 
across France, joining students
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International

A court in China on Friday sen-
tenced the operator of a kindergar-
ten and other employees to prison 
terms for serving tainted food, af-
ter more than 200 students were 
found with abnormally high levels 
of lead in their blood, official me-
dia reported.
Li Huifang, who operated the 

Heshi Peixin Kindergarten in the 
city of Tianshui in Gansu prov-
ince, was sentenced to life in pris-
on, with 500,000 yuan ($75,000) 
of her personal assets ordered to be 
confiscated, according to Chinese 

state broadcaster CCTV.
The Lanzhou Intermediate Peo-

ple’s Court also sentenced Zhu 
Jinglin, the kindergarten’s execu-
tive principal, to 15 years in pris-
on with a 300,000 yuan ($44,800) 
fine, CCTV reported.
Four others who worked in the 

kindergarten kitchen were sen-
tenced to prison terms of between 
six and eight years, it said.
The court ruled that Li and Zhu 

instructed the four kitchen workers 
to add toxic and harmful substanc-

es to food consumed by young 
children and kindergarten staff.
In July 2025, more than 200 stu-

dents and over 20 staff members 
were found to have abnormally 
high blood lead levels, with me-
dia reports saying that the school 
added inedible lead-containing 
pigments to their food for visual 
appeal.
High levels of lead exposure can 

damage a child’s brain and ner-
vous system. (AP)

China sentences six for lead-tainted kindergarten 
food that sickened over 200 children
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Sports News
BOE keeps hopes alive in retaining business 

basketball league title

Cup-holders, the Board of Education 
(BOE), have kept alive their hopes of 
making a successful defense of their 
round-robin title in the 2026 Cool 
and Smooth Antigua and Barbuda 
Basketball Association’s (ABBA) 
Business League.
The Board of Education enhanced 

their chances of retaining their title 
by prevailing 74-63 against Sandals 
in their penultimate match of the 13-
team round-robin league at the JSC 
Sports Complex on Saturday eve-
ning.
Xavier “X-Man” Meade produced 

a game-high 23 points, Daniel Pe-
rez sank 20 points, and his brother 
Danny Perez and Adonis Humphreys 
each chipped in with 10 points for the 
BOE.
Adissa “Ras I” Harris converted 15 

points, Keroi Lee had 13 points, Kim 
Casey got 12 points, and Selassie 
Braithwaite scored 10 points for San-
dals, who finished their quota of 12 

round-robin matches with a record of 
eight wins and four losses.
Their latest victory lifted the BOE to 

their 10th win in 11 games, but they 
remain in second place behind un-
beaten leaders Richie’s Shooterz.
Last year’s losing finalists, Richie’s 

Shooterz, have a perfect record of 11 
victories in as many encounters.
To stay in contention to win this 

year’s league title, the BOE must 
defeat Richie’s Shooterz when both 
teams clash in the final round-robin 
game of the season at the JSC Sports 
Complex on Monday (today) at 7 pm.

Meanwhile, APCMOL 
wrapped up their cam-
paign in the round-robin 
league by surging to a 
commanding 75-55 vic-
tory over Anjo Wholesale 
in their final encounter at 
the JSC Sports Complex 
on Saturday.
Takeem Martin shot a 

game-high 28 points, 
Judah Ferris converted 
13 points, and Amare 
Browne scored 10 points 
for APCMOL, who fin-
ished their league cam-
paign with a record of 
eight wins and four losses 
in their 12 games.
Nathan Matthew sank 21 

points, and Erije Joseph 
scored 13 points for Anjo 
Wholesale, who wrapped 
up their league campaign 

with a record of six wins and six loss-
es in their 12 encounters.
The top eight finishers at the end of 

the round-robin league will advance 
to contest the business league playoff 
championship, in which the BOE are 
also the defending champions.
The business league playoff cham-

pionship will tip off at the JSC Sports 
Complex on Wednesday, October 21.
The playoffs will be preceded by an 

all-star knockout contest, which is 
open to all 13 teams, at the same ven-
ue on Tuesday evening.

The Board of Education basketball team

FOR SALE
One 30KVA  open set Generator with 200amp Automatic 
Transfer Switch.                                                       $40.000.00ec.
THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300
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Sports News
Winning start for Bolans FC in ABFA’s Second 

Division League

Bolans FC produced a prolific shoot-
ing display upon their return to contest 
the Antigua and Barbuda Football As-
sociation’s (ABFA) Second Division 
League on Friday.
After being relegated from the first di-

vision last season, Bolans FC launched 
their campaign in the second division 
with a 9-0 drubbing of Herberts FC at 
the Pigotts playing field in their open-
ing encounter.
Davis Joseph scored four times after 

Herberts United FC made the worst 
possible start, with the conversion of 
an own goal by Zenworth Thomas in 
the first minute of play.
Joseph had conversions in the 21st, 

37th, 47th, and 52nd minutes. Rom-
ario Christion converted twice with 
strikes in the 48th and 69th minutes. 
The other two goals were scored by 
Andrew Martin in the 75th minute and 
Omarrie Ford in the 84th minute.
Bendals FC, which was also relegat-

ed from the first division last season, 
got off to a winning start by surging 
to a 4-1 victory over Wadadli United 
in their opening match in the second 
division at the Golden Grove playing 
field.

The goals for Bendals FC were scored 
by Alvah Guishard Jr. in the 16th min-
ute; Jahken Jacobs in the 25th minute; 
Alfred Francis in the 57th minute; and 
Zakeba McDougal in the 79th minute. 
Avante Warner scored a consolation 
goal in the 59th minute for Herberts 
FC.
Anderson Herbert scored twice to 

lead Point West Ham to a 4-0 victo-
ry against Glanvilles FC at the Golden 
Grove playing field.
Herbert scored in the 37th minute and 

converted a penalty kick in the 50th 
minute. The other goals were scored 
by Lloyd Sheppard in the 13th minute 
and Ian Michael in the 28th minute.
The Urlings Golden Stars recovered 

from falling behind to pull off a 3-1 
victory against the CPTSA Wings in 
their opening match at the Urlings 
playing field.
Clinton Daniel scored in the first min-

ute of play to put CPTSA Wings ahead. 
Derrick Pryce scored an equalizer for 
Urlings with a 29th-minute conversion 
as both teams reached halftime level at 
1-1.
But the Urlings Golden Stars clinched 

victory via second-half goals by Kion 

Jackson in the 54th min-
ute and Raheem Horsford 
in the 60th minute.
Jaquan Davis scored in 

the last minute of regula-
tion to salvage a 1-1 draw 
for Fort Road FC against 
Bethesda at the Fort Road 
playing field.
Following a goalless 

first half, O’Shale Simon 
broke the deadlock with a 
strike in the 62nd minute 
to give Bethesda the lead, 
and Davis snatched the 
equalizer for Fort Road 
FC with a 90th-minute 
conversion.

Empire FC also got off to a success-
ful start in the ABFA’s First Division 
League. Empire prevailed 2-1 against 
Five Islands FC in their opening match 
at the Keithley Sheppard Recreational 
Park.
Goals by Marvin Moses in the 23rd 

minute and Steven Ambrose in the 
48th minute gave Empire FC a two-nil 
lead. Aquez Singh scored in the 62nd 
minute to reduce the deficit for Five 
Islands.
After being relegated from the Pre-

mier Division last season, Jennings 
United marked their return to the First 
Division by snatching a 3-2 victory 
over Golden Grove FC in their open-
ing game at the Jennings playing field.
Gayon Wright snatched the winner 

for Jennings United with a strike in the 
53rd minute. A double conversion by 
Deionte Harrigan in the 22nd and 23rd 
minutes gave Jennings United a two-
nil lead.
But Golden Grove drew level via 

goals by Jamal Spencer in the 31st 
minute and Jaheem Robinson in the 
50th minute.

The Bolans FC football team
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Sports News
Quashie leads AGHS to victory in school 

girls under-20 league
Forward Nafisa Quashie scored all 

the goals as the Antigua Girls High 
School (AGHS) made a winning start 
to their campaign in the Girls Un-
der-20 Division in the Ministry of 
Sports Cool and Smooth JOMA Ca-
ribbean Schools Football League.
The Antigua Girls High Schools 

surged to a 5-0 victory over Ottos 
Comprehensive School in their open-
ing match at the ABFA Technical 
Center on Friday. Quashie had con-
versions in the third, 26th, 51st, 53rd, 
and 62nd minutes.
The Princess Margaret School (PMS) 

and the Antigua and Barbuda College 
of Advanced Studies (ABCAS) have 
continued their winning starts in the 
Under-20 Boys Division League.
The Princess Margaret School made 

it two wins in a row by surging to a 
6-3 victory over the Sir Novelle Rich-
ards Academy (SNRA) at the ABFA 
Technical Center on Friday.
Jahmari George produced a double 

conversion with strikes in the 15th 
and 72nd minutes. The other goals for 
PMS were scored by Roshon Sam-
uel in the first minute, Mario Lewis 
(32nd), Nashawn Williams (48th), 
and Shumba Thomas (63rd).
Caseam Dean also had a double con-

version with goals in the third and 
70th minutes, and teammate Ajay 
Barthley scored in the 67th minute for 
the SNRA.
After launching their campaign with 

a 12-0 drubbing of St. Mary’s Second-
ary School (SMSS), ABCAS made 
it two wins in a row in this year’s 
competition by claiming a 2-0 victo-
ry over Irene B. Williams Secondary 
(IBWS) in their second encounter at 
the Keithley Sheppard Recreational 
Park.
Following a goalless first half, AB-

CAS secured their victory via goals 

by Kymani Richards in the 50th min-
ute and Jamil Thomas in the 57th 
minute, as Irene B. Williams crashed 
to their second loss in as many games.
Defending champions, the Harrison 

Center, and Ottos Comprehensive 
School launched their campaigns by 
securing wins in their opening match-
es.
Jayden Andrew scored an own goal 

in the fifth minute of play to give 
the Harrison Center a one-nil victo-
ry over Antigua Grammar School at 
the Golden Grove playing field. Both 
teams were playing their first match 
in this year’s competition.
The Ottos Comprehensive School 

also kicked off their campaign by 
snatching a one-nil victory over Jen-
nings Secondary at the Radio Range 
playing field in Ottos.
Mickyle Samuel scored the only 

goal of the match in the third minute, 
which was sufficient to secure victo-
ry for Ottos Comprehensive School. 
Both teams were also playing their 
first match in this year’s competition.
But the match between St. Mary’s 

Secondary School and Pares Second-
ary School at Clare Hall was post-
poned due to an unmarked playing 
field and a damaged goal post.
The Princess Margaret School also 

maintained their unbeaten start in 
defense of their title in the Under-14 
Boys Division League.
The Princess Margaret School 

claimed their second win in three 
matches by pulling off a 2-0 victory 
against St. Joseph’s Academy (SJA) 
at the ABFA Technical Center.
Kiran Cordice produced a 10th-min-

ute conversion, and Aiquan Scotts 
scored in the 38th minute for PMS. It 
was the first loss for SJA after win-
ning their opening match by default 
against Ottos Comprehensive School.

Nafisa Quashie
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Sports News

India’s captain Shreyas Iyer and West Indies’ captain Shai Hope, right, pose with the winners’ trophy after the five-match T20 cricket 
series between the two countries concluded in a draw in Bengaluru, India, Saturday, Oct. 17, 2026. (AP)

India and Windies draw T20 series after no 
result in rain-hit decider

BENGALURU, India (AP) — A 
thrilling Twenty20 cricket series be-
tween India and West Indies ended 
in a 2-2 draw on Saturday after no 
result in the fifth and final match be-
cause of rain.
Play finally began at 9:15 p.m. local 

time — after a delay of nearly two 
hours at the M. Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium in Bengaluru — with each in-
nings reduced from 20 to nine overs 
per side.
India had reached 118 for five in 7.4 

overs before rain prevented any fur-
ther play after West Indies won the 
toss and opted to bowl. Ishan Kishan 
top-scored with 30 off 10 balls, hit-

ting two sixes and three fours.
Shreyas Iyer contributed a 14-ball 

22, and Naman Dhir hit 24 not out 
off only six balls, including three 
sixes, before the rain came down 
once again. Play was called off at 
10:21 p.m. – the last starting time to 
allow West Indies to bat for only five 
overs.
India won the first and third T20s at 

Lucknow and Indore by eight wick-
ets and 14 runs, respectively, but 
each time the West Indies bounced 
back.
The West Indies won the second 

and fourth T20s in Ranchi and Hy-

derabad by six wickets and 24 runs, 
respectively.
West Indies skipper Shai Hope hit 

two centuries in the matches and was 
named player of the series.
India had previously won the three-

match ODI series 2-1. India will 
head to New Zealand for a busy tour 
– five T20s, five ODIs and two Tests, 
with the T20 series starting on Oct. 
22 in Christchurch.
The West Indies will tour Bangla-

desh for two Tests, starting on Oct. 
28 in in Dhaka. 
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.
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Players of the Potters Tigers

Successive wins for Potters and Garden 
Stars in Premier League

The Potters Tigers and Garden Stars 
have maintained their successful starts 
in the Antigua and Barbuda Football 
Association’s (ABFA) Premier Divi-
sion.
Both teams notched up their second 

win in as many games during a Pre-
mier League double-header at the 
ABFA Technical Center on Saturday.
The Potters Tigers prevailed 3-2 

against the Aston Villa Lions, who 
were playing their first match in this 
season’s Premier Division League.
Keon Green scored twice, hitting the 

back of the net with a strike in the ninth 

minute and converting a penalty kick 
in the 38th minute, to give the Potters 
Tigers a two-nil lead at halftime.
Bryan Daniel gave the Tigers a 3-0 

advantage with a 55th-minute conver-
sion.
The Villa Lions reduced their margin 

of defeat by scoring twice in the sec-
ond-half via conversions by Emerson 
Tibert in the 58th minute and Nyique 
Baptiste in the 84th minute.
The Garden Stars recorded a 4-2 vic-

tory against All Saints United, who 
slumped to their second defeat in as 
many matches.

Goals by Tarek Charles in the third 
minute, Nadre Thomas in the 24th 
minute, and Jahred Williams in the 
47th minute gave the Garden Stars a 
three-nil lead. 
Delawn Ralph-Greenaway converted 

the fourth goal for the Garden Stars in 
the 71st minute after Nazir McBur-
nette scored the first of two goals for 
All Saints United with a strike in the 
50th minute.
McBurnette got his second goal of 

the match with a conversion in the 
87th minute.
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