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Thursday marked a significant mile-
stone in Antigua and Barbuda’s hous-
ing efforts, as 150 condominium 
homes at Pelican Court, formerly Boo-
by Alley, were officially handed over 
to the Government by the People’s Re-
public of China.
The handover ceremony brought to-

gether government officials, Chinese 
representatives and project stakehold-
ers to celebrate the completion of a 
development that provides new living 
opportunities for families.
Prime Minister Gaston Browne 

thanked China for its contribution, 
describing Pelican Court as a major 
investment in improving the lives of 
vulnerable citizens.

He said the project reflects the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to ensuring 
that more families have access to de-
cent housing, even as rising construc-
tion costs make homeownership in-
creasingly difficult.
“When we provide these new homes, 

we’re touching lives. We are improv-
ing lives. And ultimately, we’re build-
ing better societies.” PM Browne said.
While celebrating the handover, he 

reminded prospective homeowners 
that maintaining the properties and 
respecting community rules would be 
essential to preserving the develop-
ment for future generations.
Chinese ambassador to Antigua and 

Barbuda Jiang Wei Li in her address 
during the handing over ceremony of 

the Pelican Court to the government, 
reaffirmed China’s commitment to 
aiding in Antigua and Barbuda’s con-
tinued push for sustainable develop-
ment and social transformation. 
Ambassador Jiang noted that despite 

the evident distance between the two 
countries, there is an enduring friend-
ship that has consistently yielded 
tangible results, and with the Pelican 
Court Development, the results have 
entered into communities.
With nine three storey buildings and 

150 units, Pelican Court marks a new 
chapter for an area long associated 
with difficult living conditions, as the 
focus now turns to the families who 
will make these homes their own.
The prime minister added however 

Pelican Court Housing Development Formally Handed 
over to the Government of Antigua
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that notwithstanding the virtue of de-
livering the units to the former resi-
dents of Booby Alley, all recipients 
will be subject to an established code 
of conduct. Among the rules to be es-
tablished, Prime Minister Browne not-

ed that there will be no tolerance gam-
bling, narco-trafficking, and littering. 
These rules, he said, are intended to 

“ensure that the homes are properly 
maintained, and are able to be passed 
down through generations.” He says 

that the Pelican Court is a Governmen-
tal effort to empower the people of the 
community, providing families with  
assets to begin generating intergener-
ational wealth.



FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2026

PAGE 4
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Local News

Deputy Secretary Landau, 
Thank you for hosting this gathering.
Antigua and Barbuda would like this 

dialogue to advance four specific ar-
eas: port security, tourism investment, 
access to financing and business trav-
el.
The figures in our regional briefing 

show that, in 2025, the United States 
exported US$17.2 billion in goods to 
CARICOM and imported US$11.7 
billion, earning a surplus of US$5.5 
billion. 
There is room to expand this business 

further.
For Antigua and Barbuda, secure and 

efficient ports are essential to both 
trade and tourism. 
We propose cooperation on cargo 

screening, advance cargo information, 
maritime surveillance and training for 
customs and port personnel. 
This should include detecting illegal 

firearms before shipment and protect-
ing the digital systems on which port 
operations depend. 
Better security should also shorten 

clearance times for legitimate cargo.
In tourism, we invite American in-

vestment in hotels, marinas and related 
services, including partnerships with 
Antiguan and Barbudan enterprises. 
We propose a joint investment pro-

gramme that identifies projects, brings 
developers together with financiers, 
and establishes clear approval require-
ments and timelines. 
Investment should also create oppor-

tunities for local suppliers and training 

for our people.
Renewable energy can be part of that 

programme. 
Solar generation, battery storage and 

more efficient cooling systems can 
lower operating costs for hotels and 
other businesses, while creating mar-
kets for American equipment and ex-
pertise.
Financing will determine whether 

these opportunities proceed. 
We ask the United States agencies to 

identify the project preparation sup-
port, loan guarantees and financing 
they can make available, with terms 
and minimum project sizes that ac-
commodate small island economies.
Finally, business requires people to 

meet. 
We ask that blanket visa restrictions 

affecting Caribbean nationals be re-
moved and legitimate business travel-
lers assessed individually against clear 
security criteria. Eligible business-
people from every Caribbean country 
should have timely access to appoint-
ments and multiple-entry visas to meet 
suppliers, attend exhibitions and nego-
tiate contracts.
We are ready to deepen cooperation 

on identity verification and risk assess-
ment. 
Let us use that cooperation to facili-

tate legitimate travel.
We propose designated officials and a 

ninety-day timetable to develop these 
measures.
Thank you.

Statement by Hon. E P Chet Green, Foreign 
Minister of Antigua and Barbuda

At US-Caribbean Dialogue - 15 October 2026, Washington, DC
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Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Tourism, Michael Freeland, is explor-
ing the possibility of bringing Sunsail 
and The Moorings charter fleets to An-
tigua and Barbuda for the 2027/2028 
season, potentially expanding the coun-
try’s sailing tourism business.
Freeland held discussions with Ian 

Pedersen, Head of Brand and Go-to-
Market during the Annapolis Sailboat 
Show, where he is promoting Antigua 
and Barbuda’s sailing events and op-
portunities for increased charter activ-
ity.
Accompanying the minister is Devin 

Joseph, the Antigua and Barbuda Tour-
ism Authority’s Yachting Business De-
velopment Manager for Antigua, the 
United States and the United Kingdom.
According to Freeland, the representa-

tive welcomed the prospect of bringing 
fleets to Antigua to offer charters, par-
ticularly during Antigua Sailing Week. 
The discussions remain exploratory, 
and no fleet deployment has been con-
firmed.
Freeland said the two brands operate 

out of the British Virgin Islands and St 
Maarten and have more than 400 sail-
ing boats and catamarans across their 
operations.
He indicated that attracting both brands 

could help Antigua and Barbuda reach 
customers in key tourism markets, with 
The Moorings primarily appealing to 
the United States market and Sunsail 
having a stronger European focus.
A presence in Antigua could provide 

more opportunities for visiting sailors 
to charter vessels locally, participate in 
sailing events and explore the country’s 
waters.
Additional charter activity could also 

generate business for marinas, provi-
sioning companies, restaurants, trans-

portation providers and other business-
es serving the yachting sector.
Freeland’s engagements at the show 

also involve Rana Lewis, Marketing 
and Event Manager for Antigua Sailing 
Week and Antigua Racing Cup, who is 
part of the travelling delegation. He has 
also connected with Brian Duff of BVI 
Yacht Sales, who charters in Antigua 
and participates in the country’s racing 
events.
The Annapolis Sailboat Show brings 

together sailors, charter operators, boat 
manufacturers and marine businesses, 
providing an opportunity to strengthen 
industry relationships and promote An-
tigua and Barbuda’s sailing calendar.
The proposed 2027/2028 operations 

remain a subject for further discussion, 
with Antigua Sailing Week identified as 
a particular opportunity for collabora-
tion.

Minister Freeland Explores Antigua Charter Operations 
with Sunsail and The Moorings for 2027/2028
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The Antigua and Barbuda College 
of Advanced Studies (ABCAS) cele-
brated its first cohort of short course 
graduates on Wednesday, during a cer-
emony at the John E. St. Luce Finance 
and Conference Centre, recognising 
the successful completion of training 
across 11 professional and technical 
programmes.
With more than 100 course comple-

tions recorded, the graduation marked 
an important occasion for the College, 
bringing together individuals from 
a wide cross-section of Antigua and 
Barbuda’s workforce.
Among the graduating class were 

board members, farmers, janitorial and 
security personnel, established profes-
sionals, and people from various other 
occupational backgrounds. The diver-
sity of the graduating class reflected 
the accessibility of the College’s short 
course offerings and its ability to meet 
the training needs of people at differ-
ent stages of their careers.
The ceremony was attended by the 

Minister of Education, Daryll S. Mat-
thew; Director of Education, Clare 
Browne; Chairman of the ABCAS 
Board of Trustees, Dr. Vernon Sol-
omon; Deputy Chair of the Board of 

Trustees, Desrie Markham; President 
of ABCAS, Dr. E. Jonah Greene; 
Vice-President, Dr. Na-Ajele Wil-
liams-Buffonge; other members of 
the Board of Trustees; members of 
the College’s executive leadership and 
management teams; faculty and staff; 
graduates and their families; and invit-
ed guests.
The short course programme drew on 

the areas of specialisation represented 
across the College’s five campuses: 
the Eustace Hill Campus (Business, 
Innovation and Information Technol-
ogy), Glanvilles Campus (School of 
Agriculture), Harrison Centre (Tech-
nical and Vocational Education), Mu-
riel O’Mard Campus (Tourism and 
Hospitality), and Dr. Alister Francis 
Campus (Education, Arts, Science and 
Industry).
The courses offered included Broiler 

Production, Basic Household Plumb-
ing Repairs, Crop Production, Electri-
cal Fundamentals, Hospitality Service 
Excellence – Front Desk, HVACR for 
Technicians, Governance and Insur-
ance for Board Directors, Professional 
Bartending and Mixology, Profession-
al Desserts and Presentation, Profes-
sional Eyelash Application, and Pro-

fessional Food and Beverage 
Service.
Delivering the welcome re-

marks, President of ABCAS, 
Dr. E. Jonah Greene, shared 
her vision for the College to 
become the institution that 
individuals and organisa-
tions turn to whenever they 
seek to improve their knowl-
edge and skills.
She encouraged graduates 

to use what they had learnt 
to create opportunities for 
themselves and others, re-
minding them that the val-
ue of their training extends 
beyond the certificates they 
received. She concluded her 
remarks with the words, “I 

am ABCAS. We are ABCAS.”
Delivering congratulatory remarks, 

Chairman of the ABCAS Board of 
Trustees, Dr. Vernon Solomon, em-
phasised the importance of personal 
choice and lifelong learning.
“Today, one word comes to mind: 

choices. You made the choice to devel-
op a new skill when it would have been 
easy to remain comfortable. Lifelong 
learning is an important part of life, 
particularly as technology continues 
to evolve. We all have an obligation to 
continue growing.”
Dr. Solomon further expressed the 

Board of Trustees’ commitment to 
ensuring that individuals who enter 
ABCAS are given the opportunity and 
support to succeed.
Minister of Education, Science and 

Technology, the Honourable Daryll S. 
Matthew, emphasised the importance 
of education and skills training in An-
tigua and Barbuda’s national develop-
ment.
“Now more than ever, the Govern-

ment of Antigua and Barbuda has ex-
panded access to education, ensuring 
that more citizens have opportunities 

ABCAS Celebrates First Short Course Graduates
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to acquire the knowledge and skills 
needed to contribute to national de-
velopment. If we are going to be se-
rious about food security, we have to 
support the School of Agriculture. I 
also want to appeal to corporate An-
tigua and Barbuda to support these 
graduates by providing opportunities 
through internships and employment, 
allowing them to put the skills they 
have acquired into practice. We must 
continue to expand our short course 
offerings so that more Antiguans and 
Barbudans can benefit from training 
that prepares them for the workforce 
and contributes to the development of 
our country.”
Vice-President of ABCAS, Dr. Na-

Ajele Williams-Buffonge, who over-
sees academic affairs, including the 

College’s short course programmes, 
was among the officials who presented 
certificates to the graduates, alongside 
Minister Matthew and Dr. Solomon.
A major feature of the ceremony was 

the recognition of the Most Outstand-
ing Students across the 11 short course 
programmes, acknowledging grad-
uates who distinguished themselves 
through their performance during the 
training period.
Delivering the graduate response, Ms. 

Joe Anna Stevens of the School of Ag-
riculture reflected on the experiences 
and challenges that brought graduates 
to the ceremony.
“Today represents hope, achievement 

and success. Behind these gowns are 
journeys filled with long days, de-
manding responsibilities and, for some 

of us, the fear of trying something new. 
ABCAS gave us an opportunity to take 
that step. To my fellow graduates, take 
what you have learnt and put it to good 
use. Continue to learn, apply what you 
know, advance and, most importantly, 
give yourself a chance.”
Stevens also expressed special appre-

ciation to the School of Agriculture 
and the course facilitators for their 
guidance and support throughout the 
programmes.
The graduation marked the comple-

tion of ABCAS’s first short course 
programmes under its unified struc-
ture. The College intends to build on 
these offerings, providing further op-
portunities for individuals to acquire 
skills that can be applied in their work-
places, businesses and communities.
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The Sustainable Markets Initiative 
(SMI), founded by His Majesty King 
Charles III in 2020 when he was 
Prince of Wales, is partnering with 
the Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda in support of the 28th Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) 2026, taking place in Anti-
gua and Barbuda in November.
As part of the partnership, the SMI 

will serve as the Exclusive Sustain-
ability Partner of the Commonwealth 
Business Forum 2026, one of the Of-
ficial Forums of CHOGM, and will 
support the Government in delivering 
elements of the wider CHOGM pro-
gramme. 
The partnership will also extend to 

a number of key CHOGM moments, 
with the SMI being the partner for One 
Commonwealth Night, the flagship 
live cultural experience of CHOGM 
2026; the CHOGM Leaders Cricket 
Match bringing together leaders and 
young people through the shared lan-
guage of sport; and the Joint Forums 
and Side Events Official Launch, 
opening the programme of dialogue, 
collaboration and engagement sur-
rounding CHOGM.
The partnership reflects the growing 

importance of sustainability, invest-
ment and private-sector action to the 
Commonwealth’s future. Through its 
global network of CEOs and its work 
across industries, finance and coun-
tries, the SMI will bring its expertise 
and convening power to support the 
Commonwealth’s ambition to accel-
erate partnerships, unlock investment 
and deliver practical action for sus-
tainable growth. 
Jennifer Jordan-Saifi, CEO of the 

Sustainable Markets Initiative, 
said: “We are delighted to partner 
with the Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda in support of CHOGM 2026, 
and to serve as the Exclusive Sustain-
ability Partner of the Commonwealth 
Business Forum. This is a chance to 

connect global business leadership 
with governments and communities 
across the Commonwealth, turning 
ambition into practical partnerships, 
investment and action.”
The Commonwealth Business Fo-

rum 2026, taking place alongside 
CHOGM, will bring together govern-
ment and business leaders from across 
the Commonwealth to explore oppor-
tunities for trade, investment, innova-
tion and sustainable economic growth. 
As the Exclusive Sustainability Part-
ner, the SMI will support the Forum’s 
sustainability agenda and contribute 
to the wider program of CHOGM-re-
lated activity.
The partnership reflects the SMI’s 

wider commitment to demonstrating 
how business, government and other 
sectors can work together to create sus-
tainable and resilient markets, while 
supporting the Commonwealth’s am-
bition to accelerate partnerships and 
investment for a prosperous future.
Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Minis-

ter, Gaston Browne said: “For Antigua 
and Barbuda, sustainability and pros-

perity are inseparable. As a Small Is-
land Developing State, we understand 
that building resilience, protecting our 
environment and creating sustainable 
economic opportunities are essential 
to securing a prosperous future for our 
people. The theme of CHOGM 2026, 
‘Accelerating Partnerships and In-
vestment for a Prosperous Common-
wealth,’ reflects our conviction that 
no country can meet these challenges 
alone. Through stronger partnerships 
between governments, the private sec-
tor and our communities, we can mo-
bilise investment, accelerate practical 
solutions and build a more resilient, 
sustainable and prosperous Common-
wealth.”
With CHOGM 2026 taking place 

under the theme “Accelerating Part-
nerships and Investment for a Pros-
perous Commonwealth,” the collabo-
ration will provide an opportunity to 
demonstrate how the Commonwealth 
can harness the power of business, in-
vestment and partnership to support a 
more sustainable and prosperous fu-
ture.

An Organisation Associated with King Charles Partners 
with Antigua and Barbuda to Support CHOGM 2026

His Majesty King Charles III, founder of the Sustainable Markets Initiative (SMI) when he 
was The Prince of Wales, during a roundtable organised by the SMI (PRNewsfoto/Sustain-
able Markets Initiative)



FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2026

PAGE 11
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2026

Local News

The National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS), in collaboration with its re-
gional counterparts and National Sta-
tistical Offices across the Caribbean, 
commemorated the 17th anniversary 
of Caribbean Statistics Day, under the 
theme “Harmonising Data, Strength-
ening Resilience.”
Caribbean Statistics Day provided 

an opportunity to highlight the criti-
cal role of official statistics in national 
and regional development, while rec-
ognizing statisticians and other statis-
tical professionals for their hard work, 
dedication and contribution to evi-
dence-based decision-making.
With the 2025 Population and Hous-

ing Census still underway in Antigua 
and Barbuda, officers from the Census 
Office used the occasion to visit a few 
schools across the island to engage 
students on the importance of the Cen-
sus and the value of statistics in every-
day life.
During the visits, students were en-

couraged to take the Census message 
home to their parents and guardians 
and remind them of the importance of 
cooperating with Census Enumerators 
when they visit their households.
Officers explained that information 

collected through censuses and sur-
veys helps the country to better un-
derstand its population and plan effec-
tively for essential services, including 
schools, healthcare, housing, employ-

ment, infrastructure and other areas of 
national development.
Students also learned that a census 

can be considered the “stock-taking” 
of a country, as it seeks to count ev-
eryone living in a country and gather 
important demographic and socio-eco-
nomic information.

Census Enumerators visit households 
to collect information on the number 
of persons living in each household, 
their age and other demographic char-
acteristics, employment status and ad-
ditional information required to pro-
vide a comprehensive picture of the 
population.

NBS Marks Caribbean Statistics Day with School 
Outreach on the Importance of Census Data
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Residents of St. Paul’s are invited 
to take part in a free Community 
Health Screening Day on Sunday, 
October 18, from 1:30 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. on the deck of the St. 
Paul’s Empowerment Center. 
The one-day event forms part of 
St. Paul’s Health Month 2026 and 
will provide blood pressure test-
ing, blood sugar testing, eye test-
ing, prostate screening and breast 
examinations. The screenings are 
free, and all residents are welcome 
to attend. Healthcare profession-
als will be available to conduct 
the screenings and provide prac-
tical guidance.
Free dual blood pressure and 
blood glucose monitors will also 
be available to the first 100 people 
who register for a monitor, limited 
to one monitor per household. Ad-
vance registration is encouraged 
for anyone requesting a monitor 
or wishing to reserve a spot for a 
particular screening service. 
Registration is now open. Resi-
dents may register online at https://
epchetgreene.ag/form-h-004/ or 
in person at the St. Paul’s Constit-
uency Office at the St. Paul’s Em-
powerment Center. The registra-
tion form allows each participant 
to select any requested screening 
service and to indicate whether 
they are requesting a monitor.
The event is presented by Honor-
able E.P. Chet Greene as part of 
the ongoing Health Month cam-
paign, Know Your Numbers. Own 
Your Health. The initiative en-

courages residents to take small, 
practical steps toward earlier de-
tection, better health awareness 
and stronger household wellness.
Event at a glance;
►► Sunday, October 18, 2026 
►► 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
►► On the Deck, St. Paul’s Em-
powerment Center 

►► Free blood pressure, blood 
sugar, eye, prostate and breast 
screenings; all are welcome
►►  Advance registration is en-
couraged to reserve a spot for 
the requested service 
►► Free dual monitors for the first 
100 registered people, limited 
to one per household

St. Paul’s Announces One Day Community 
Health Screening Event
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By Sir Ronald Sanders
On 14 October, IMF Managing Di-

rector Kristalina Georgieva warned 
that higher borrowing costs, falling 
development assistance and other 
economic pressures threaten to wid-
en the distance between advanced and 
developing economies. She appealed 
for additional resources for the Fund’s 
Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust 
and its Catastrophe Containment and 
Relief Trust, which assist low-income 
and particularly vulnerable countries.
That appeal deserves support. The 

poorest countries should not be aban-
doned.
But the discussion must also in-

clude countries whose vulnerability 
is obscured by their designation as 
middle-income or even high-income 
economies. Several Caribbean states 
fall into these categories. Their in-
come classifications say something 
about their economies, but far less 
about their capacity to withstand a ma-
jor disaster or a prolonged collapse in 
earnings.
This is hardly a new argument.
As far back as October 2009, I wrote 

about Caribbean leaders who attended 
the IMF and World Bank meetings in 
Turkey seeking relief and restructur-
ing for the debt of vulnerable, mid-
dle-income countries. The late David 
Thompson, then Barbados Prime Min-
ister, explained that restricted access 
to World Bank funding had pushed 
countries towards private borrowing at 
higher interest rates and with shorter 
repayment periods.
Seventeen years later, the region is 

still having to make the case that the 
terms on which countries borrow can 
determine whether they develop or 
spend years struggling to meet pay-
ments.
There has been progress, and it should 

be acknowledged.
The World Bank’s International De-

velopment Association makes provi-
sion for some small economies above 
its normal income threshold. The 
IMF’s Resilience and Sustainability 
Trust also provides longer-term financ-
ing for eligible vulnerable middle-in-
come countries and small developing 
states. These arrangements are import-
ant departures from a system that re-
lied too heavily on income alone.
However, eligibility for a particular 

facility does not settle the larger ques-
tion of whether a country can obtain 
sufficient financing, on suitable terms, 
when it needs it. Nor does a new loan 
remove the burden of existing debt.
For Caribbean people, that burden 

has practical consequences.
Money committed to debt payments 

cannot also purchase medical equip-
ment, improve schools or repair water 
systems. When governments have lit-
tle room to spend, necessary work is 
postponed. Roads deteriorate, public 
services struggle and opportunities for 
young people diminish.
The consequences extend beyond 

government budgets. Businesses de-

pend on reliable electricity, function-
ing ports, good roads and workers with 
the skills their enterprises require. A 
government unable to finance these 
services will find it harder to support 
the economic activity from which fu-
ture revenue must come.
Debt can therefore weaken the very 

capacity needed to repay it.
None of this excuses careless borrow-

ing, wasteful expenditure or poor ad-
ministration. Caribbean governments 
owe their people transparent accounts, 
sound procurement, competent debt 
management and investments that 
can withstand scrutiny. Borrowing for 
projects with doubtful benefits places 
an unfair obligation on future taxpay-
ers.
The region’s case is stronger when 

governments demonstrate that they are 
managing public money responsibly.
But even the best-managed small 

state cannot prevent a hurricane, con-
trol international oil prices or stop a 
recession in the countries from which 
its visitors arrive. Nor can it spread 
those risks across the range of indus-
tries and markets available to a much 
larger economy.
Consider a country whose hotels, 

roads, electricity network and homes 
suffer extensive damage in a single 
storm. Its government faces urgent ex-
penditure just as tax receipts decline. 
It must restore essential services and 
help people recover their livelihoods 
while continuing to meet obligations 
incurred before the disaster.
An income figure calculated before 

the storm offers little guidance on 
what that government can now afford.
There is also a distinction between 

borrowing to create new productive 
assets and borrowing to replace what 
has been destroyed. Replacing a bridge 
may restore an essential connection, 
but it does not necessarily create the 

The Caribbean “Too Rich for Help”: When 
Will the Fiction End?

Commentary
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additional income needed to service 
another loan. Repeated reconstruction 
can leave a country owing more sim-
ply to recover the standard of living it 
previously enjoyed.
International financing arrangements 

must take account of this reality.
The United Nations General Assem-

bly adopted the Multidimensional 
Vulnerability Index (MVI) in August 
2024. Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime 
Minister, Gaston Browne, co-chaired 
the UN High-Level Panel that devel-
oped it, alongside Norway’s former 
Prime Minister, Erna Solberg. The 
index provides a fuller assessment of 
countries’ vulnerability to external 
shocks and their structural capacity 
to withstand them. That work should 
inform actual financing decisions, in-
cluding access, interest rates and re-
payment periods. Recognition of vul-
nerability is of limited use if it leaves 
the terms of borrowing untouched.
There should also be wider provision 

for suspending debt payments after 
major disasters, allowing governments 

to direct scarce resources towards im-
mediate recovery. Such arrangements 
should be agreed before emergencies 
occur, when there is time to settle the 
terms properly.
Where repeated disasters have con-

tributed substantially to unsustainable 
debt, creditors should be prepared 
to examine restructuring and relief. 
Grants and deeply concessional fi-
nance should carry a greater share of 
the cost of adaptation and disaster re-
covery.
Caribbean governments and region-

al institutions have already done sub-
stantial work to advance this case. 
Barbados’ Bridgetown Initiative, the 
MVI, and the Caribbean Development 
Bank’s collaboration with other devel-
opment banks on debt and resilience 
financing demonstrate serious region-
al effort.
These initiatives require decisions 

by international governments and in-
stitutions with the power to change 
financing rules and provide resources. 
Caribbean countries can develop pro-

posals, supply evidence and negotiate 
persistently. They cannot, by them-
selves, secure changes that depend on 
the agreement of major shareholders 
and creditors.
The forthcoming Commonwealth 

Heads of Government Meeting in An-
tigua and Barbuda offers an opportu-
nity to press influential governments 
for specific commitments to advance 
these proposals within international 
financial institutions.
The people of small Caribbean is-

land-states need financing arrange-
ments that give them a reasonable 
chance to build, recover and advance. 
An income classification should help 
explain a country’s circumstances. It 
should never become an excuse for ig-
noring them.
(The writer is Antigua and Barbu-

da Ambassador to the US and the 
OAS and Chair of the Inter-American 
Council for Integral Development.  
The views expressed are his own)

Commentary



FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2026

PAGE 18
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Feature

Liberty Caribbean is rein-
forcing the importance of 
human judgment in pro-
tecting people, informa-
tion, and digital systems as 
it observes Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month under 
the theme, “In the AI era, 
human judgment cannot be 
replaced.”
The campaign, aligned 

with parent company Lib-
erty Latin America (LLA), 
encourages employees and 
customers to adopt three 
simple cybersecurity prac-
tices: Pause. Verify. Report. 
It focuses on the responsi-
ble use of artificial intel-
ligence (AI), recognising 
impersonation and suspi-
cious requests, protecting 
sensitive information, and 
safeguarding critical busi-
ness processes.
Liberty Caribbean are the 

operators of Flow, Liberty 
Business and BTC.
A highlight of this year’s 

calendar was LLA’s com-
pany-wide Cybersecuri-
ty Awareness Town Hall 
on October 13 under the 
theme: In the AI Era, Your 
Judgement Leads, which 
brought employees togeth-
er to examine how AI is 
transforming the workplace 
and why human judgment 
remains essential to digital 
security.
Hosted by Wendy Madriz, 

Communications Associ-
ate Manager, the session 
featured three panellists: 
Felipe Ruíz, Chief Infor-
mation Security Officer; 

Johanna Escobar, Gener-
al Manager, Liberty Costa 
Rica; and Luis García, Se-
nior Manager, Information 
Security. Their discussion 
focused on the importance 
of pausing, verifying, and 
reporting to protect the 
company’s digital environ-
ment and keep employees 
securely connected. 
The panellists noted that 

while artificial intelligence 
presents significant oppor-
tunities to improve how 
people work, it also intro-
duces new risks that require 
greater awareness and ac-
countability. 
They emphasised that 

technology alone cannot 
provide adequate protec-
tion and that every employ-

ee has a responsibility to 
question unusual requests, 
verify information and re-
port potential threats. They 
added that incorporating 
these practices into daily 
routines would strength-
en the organisation’s col-
lective ability to protect 
its people, customers, and 
business.
Across Liberty Caribbean, 

employees joined the semi-
nar with some markets hav-
ing watch parties and creat-
ing opportunities for teams 
to engage with the discus-
sion and reinforce cyber-
security awareness within 
their respective markets.
“Our employees were 

tuned in since this was 
an important opportuni-

ty to turn cybersecurity 
awareness into meaningful 
conversations. As a tele-
communications provider, 
protecting our customers 
and their information is fun-
damental to the trust they 
place in us,” said Wayne 
Hull, Country Manager, 
Flow Antigua and Barbuda.
“We want every team 

member to recognise that 
cybersecurity is not sole-
ly the responsibility of our 
technical teams. The deci-
sions we make every day, 
from handling customer 
information to responding 
to suspicious messages, all 
contribute to a safer digital 
environment.”
Throughout October, Lib-

erty Caribbean is amplify-
ing LLA’s campaign with 
employee engagement ac-
tivities, cybersecurity train-
ing reminders and regional 
digital communications de-
signed to promote responsi-
ble technology use.
The company is also en-

couraging customers to 
remain vigilant against in-
creasingly sophisticated 
cyber threats, particularly 
AI-enabled impersonation, 
and fraudulent requests.
Through its Cybersecurity 

Awareness Month activi-
ties, Liberty Caribbean con-
tinues to reinforce a shared 
responsibility for digital 
safety, encouraging every-
one to pause before acting, 
verify before trusting and 
report anything suspicious. 

Liberty Caribbean puts people at centre 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month
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Regional News

The Trinidad and Tobago Coast 
Guard has searched more than 
1,300 square nautical miles for two 
missing fishermen and their vessel, 
Predator, but had received no re-
ported sightings of them up to Tues-
day.
The fishermen, Kester Alexander 

and David McLean, from Tobago, 
were reported missing on the eve-
ning of October 9, and search and 
rescue operations began the follow-
ing day.
In a news release issued on October 

13, the Coast Guard said coordinat-
ed maritime and shoreline searches 
were continuing, with available re-
sources deployed to maximise cov-
erage.
The United States Coast Guard 

continues to provide updated Com-
puter-Assisted Search Planning 
support, while the Grenada Coast 
Guard and Venezuelan Coast Guard 
are also assisting.
An Urgent Marine Information 

Broadcast remains in effect to alert 
mariners and encourage anyone 
with information that could help lo-
cate the vessel and its occupants to 
come forward.
The Trinidad and Tobago Regi-

ment has also supported the opera-
tion by conducting shoreline patrols 
along the coast from Matelot to the 
Toco Lighthouse, extending the 
search beyond maritime operations.
The Coast Guard acknowledged 

the concern and distress experi-
enced by the fishermen’s families 
and said efforts to locate the men 
remained ongoing.
Further updates will be provided as 

information becomes available, the 
release stated. (Trinidad Express)

Search for missing Tobago fishermen covers 
1,300 square nautical miles

FOR SALE
One 30KVA  open set Generator with 200amp Automatic 
Transfer Switch.                                                       $40.000.00ec.
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Regional News

THE location of the first batch of 22 
third-country nationals (TCNs) that 
arrived in the island on Monday will 
remain concealed says National Se-
curity Minister Dr Horace Chang.
Responding to questions posed by 

journalists at a post-Cabinet media 
briefing at Jamaica House Wednes-
day, Chang maintained that though 
he is aware of where the TCNs are 
being housed, it’s not his “privilege” 
to announce where they are.
“I cannot give you their housing. 

We handed them over to Internation-
al Organisation for Migration (IOM) 
and they made arrangements for them 
as to where they are to stay. The offi-
cers were in Jamaica and they looked 
at a number of hotels; they now have 
the responsibility of where they are 
to stay. In fact, they can move them 
at anytime,” said Chang.
The group, which arrived under an 

agreement signed between the Jamai-
can and United States (US) govern-
ments in June this year, comprises of 
15 males and seven females, repre-
senting seven nationalities.
According to the Government, under 

the agreement, up to 25 asylum seek-
ers who have unresolved migration 
cases in the US will temporarily tran-
sit through Jamaica en route to their 
home countries every two weeks.
But Chang on Tuesday shared that 

he is unaware of when the next batch 
of TCNs will arrive.
“I cannot tell you when others will 

arrive. We have a 14-day gap. As I’ve 
indicated, we can get another trip af-
ter 14 days, but there’s no guarantee. 
It’s not like these are designated num-
bers as we have with the involuntary 
returned migrants that we receive — 
our own citizens. Every two weeks, 
we know we get a batch, a flight, 

anywhere from 50 to 75 individu-
als. The TCNs depend on the num-
ber which might penetrate the barri-
er getting into the United States, as 
well as where they are from and what 
the State Department will decide or 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) will decide where they’re 
sending them and to which country,” 
he said.
According to Chang, no limitations 

will be placed on the TCNs during 
their stay in the country.
“They are individuals from differ-

ent cultures, and what they do is up 
to them. They are here as visitors and 
they are working closely with the 
IOM in terms of conveying relevant 
information. The IOM will extract 
the information they require to pre-
pare them for transit to their home 
country. They are free to do as they 
wish, like any visitor to Jamaica.
“They are individuals, who just like 

you in this room are regular working 
people who have sought to migrate, 
but done so illegally to the United 
States. The ones we accept, there are 

no criminals in there. They’re just 
families looking for a better life and 
we are accommodating their transi-
tion back home,” Chang reiterated.
Responding to concerns about the 

number of people who may want to 
seek asylum, Chang told journalists 
that the issue is not one of the Gov-
ernment but that of the institution 
which deals with the applications.
“The commissioner that deals with 

asylum or refugee status is a public 
body. It’s like a court. The documents 
are available. And I’m not saying 
we’ll not say how many…It’s their 
right to do so. And if they do so, it 
will be established. The asylum com-
mittee will sit, and the public will 
have access to it,” he said adding that 
the process can be lengthy, but the 
Government will notify the public as 
the numbers are available.
“They may ask to stay without go-

ing to asylum. It’s their freedom to 
do so. They are here as visitors, and 
if they have a skill set that is in high 
demand, they may. Doesn’t mean we 
have to accept it, but they can apply 
for that as well as apply for refugee 
status. They have a number of op-
tions,” he said.
According to Chang, their options 

will be discussed with them by the 
IOM.
“The IOM will interrogate and not 

only make arrangements for their 
movement, if they seek other alter-
native arrangements, then the IOM 
will inform us and we take it from 
there. But that is an important part of 
the nature of the IOM. As indicated, 
the United Nations body, they do this 
kind of activity globally as a trusted 
organisation in humanitarian relief 
activity. And, therefore, we allow 
them to proceed without any interfer-
ence,” he said. (Jamaica Observer)

Secret location...TCNs’ residency not up for 
disclosure, says Chang
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Opposition Leader, Azruddin Mo-
hamed and two members of his staff 
remain in police custody as forensic 
investigations intensify following Mon-
day night’s shooting incident outside the 
Kitty residence of a senior police officer.
Authorities have confirmed that Mo-

hamed, along with staff members Eu-
gene Thorne and Mario Mohamed, were 
swabbed for gun powder residue (GSR) 
in the wake of the October 12 confronta-
tion. However, laboratory results remain 
outstanding, and critical questions lin-
ger over whether forensic fingerprinting 
was performed on the firearm recovered 
by law enforcement.
Mohamed’s attorney Siand Dhurjon 

has said that initial checks of the vehi-
cle along Vlissengen Road immediate-
ly following its interception yielded no 
weapons. However, a firearm was sub-
sequently reported discovered inside 
the vehicle after it had been transported 
under police control to the Kitty Police 
Station.
Defence teams have pressed for trans-

parency regarding chain-of-custody 
records, demanding to know whether 
comprehensive forensic procedures, in-
cluding latent fingerprint analysis, DNA 
profiling, and ballistic matching, have 
been conducted on both the recovered 
weapon and the vehicle interior.
The incident has triggered a war of nar-

ratives between the government and the 
office of the leader of the opposition.
According to official government state-

ments, Senior Superintendent of Police, 
Prem Narine, Head of the Guyana Police 

Force’s Special Branch and a key wit-
ness in ongoing extradition proceedings 
against Mohamed, was inside his Barr 
Street, Kitty home around midnight on 
Monday when he observed a dark-co-
loured, heavily tinted vehicle lingering 
outside. The government asserts that the 
vehicle’s occupants were actively film-
ing the residence and that gunshots were 
discharged from the car, prompting Na-
rine to retrieve his service weapon and 
return fire in self-defence.
A high-speed pursuit ensued, ending at 

the junction of Sandy Babb Street and 
Vlissengen Road, where the vehicle was 
intercepted.

Conversely, the office of the leader of 
the opposition has fiercely condemned 
the encounter as a “deliberate assassina-
tion attempt.” Mohamed maintains that 
he drove past Narine’s home solely to 
document what he termed the misuse 
of state resources, specifically citing an 
excessive police security detail assigned 
to a private property. Mohamed alleges 
that Narine initiated unprovoked gun-
fire, discharging five to seven rounds 
into the vehicle before pursuing and in-
tercepting them, accompanied by phys-
ical assaults during the arrest. (Kaieteur 
News)

Regional News
Mohamed, staff remain in custody
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Hundreds of thousands of teach-
ers, doctors and civil servants 
walked off the job in Ireland on 
Wednesday, crippling public ser-
vices across the country as workers 
demand higher wages to offset the 
rising cost of living.
Most schools, colleges and uni-

versities are closed and thousands 
of medical appointments have been 
canceled because of the one-day 
strike, which was called to pres-
sure Prime Minister Micheál Mar-
tin to intervene in the talks, which 
have been stalled since June.
Speaking at Mater Hospital in 

Dublin, the head of the main public 
employees’ union, Forsa, blamed 
the government for failing to ad-
dress the pay demands of workers.
“The government needs to re-

spond to our members today, right 
across the country,” said Kevin 
Callinan, Forsa’s general secretary.
“The struggles they’re having 

with the cost of living, the sense 
of a breach of trust that’s happened 
with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure. They’re the issues that 
need to be faced up to by the gov-
ernment now.”
Consumer price inflation accel-

erated to 4.1% in the 12 months 
through September, the highest 
rate since January 2024, Ireland’s 
Central Statistics Office said last 
week.
Housing costs jumped 9.5% in the 

period and transportation expenses 
rose 7.5%.
Conor Carroll was on the picket 

line Wednesday at St. Michael’s 
Hospital in Dun Laoghaire, a 
coastal town south of Dublin. The 

hospital porter said that the dispute 
was all about the cost of living.
“Every time you go to the super-

market you feel it,” Carroll told 
The Irish Times.
“Everything’s gone up, even 

the cost of eating. And whatever 
you’re earning doesn’t feel like 
enough these days.”
The government had tried to head 

off the strike by highlighting its 
commitment to put an addition-
al 1.2 billion euros ($1.34 billion) 
into public sector pay.

Martin said Wednesday that he 
was open to being an “honest bro-
ker” to resolve the pay dispute.
The government’s budget de-

cisions provided “a very strong 
foundation” for public service pay 
talks, he said, adding that he de-
tected “goodwill all round.”
“I think the foundations are there 

for a very substantive engagement 
between unions and government, 
and we certainly will be doing ev-
erything we possibly can,” Martin 
said. (AP)

Irish public sector workers strike, leading to school 
closures and cancelled medical appointments
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

The roof of a private school collapsed 
in the northwestern Pakistani city of 
Peshawar on Thursday, killing at least 
34 children and a teacher and injuring 
more than 50 other people in the dead-
liest incident of its kind in the country, 
authorities and a hospital official said.
The children killed or injured at Al-

Khair school were between 6 and 12 
years old, while the oldest was 14, 
Lady Reading Hospital spokesman 
Mohammad Asim said. Some of the 
injured were in critical condition, he 
said.
The hospital declared an emergency 

as medical staff treated the wounded.
Hours after the collapse in Peshawar, 

the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province, emergency services spokes-
person Bilal Faizi said that everyone 
trapped beneath the rubble had been 
pulled out and crews had cleared de-
bris.
He told The Associated Press that 

the roofs of two classrooms collapsed 
when second- and third-grade children 
were in them with their teachers.
Faizi said ambulances and disaster 

management personnel arrived from a 
nearby facility within five minutes of 
being alerted.
Nearly 100 rescuers eventually joined 

the operation, he said. Panicked, griev-
ing parents were trying to help when 
crews arrived, Faizi said.
He credited the rapid evacuation with 

saving at least 40 lives. More than a 
dozen children suffered minor injuries, 
he said.
Building collapses are common in 

Pakistan, where construction stan-
dards are often poorly enforced.
Many structures are built with sub-

standard materials, and safety regula-
tions are frequently ignored to reduce 
costs. (AP)

School roof collapse in Pakistan kills at least 
35 and injures more than 50

NOTICE
 

TO:    THE LICENSING MAGISTRATE
           Magistrate`s Court
           High Street
           St.  John`s
           Antigua

TO:     COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
            Police Headquarters
            American Road
            St. John`s
            Antigua

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAVERN LICENCE FOR BUSINESS
REGISTERED AS

“GOODRICK EXCLUSIVE VACATION COTTAGES”

I, Donna Gordon-Allen, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE, that it is 
my intention to apply at the next sitting of the Liquor Licence 
Court to be held at the Magistrate`s Court, High Street, St. 
John`s Antigua on Tuesday 5th January, 2027 next ensuing for 
a Tavern licence in respect of premises known as “GOODRICK 
EXCLUSIVE VACATION COTTAGES” situated at Freemans Vil-
lage in the Parish of St. Peter`s, Antigua pursuant to Section 
(11) (5) of the Licensing ( Intoxicating Liquor) Act Cap 249 of 
the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda, Revised Edition 1992.

Dated the 8th day of October, 2026
Donna Gordon-Allen
268-720-9832
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

US President Donald Trump has 
called off plans to livestream the ex-
ecution of former US army psychi-
atrist Nidal Hasan by firing squad.
Trump had previously said he ap-

proved of showing online the death 
of the Fort Hood attacker, while 
Vice-President JD Vance cast doubt 
on whether it would happen and 
said he would not watch it.
As criticism over the public display 

mounted, Trump said on Thurs-
day that “many very good and well 
meaning people would rather not 
watch him die”.
“I think streaming the execution 

for all to see might have been a 
strong deterrent for the World to 
witness how America deals with 
Terrorists and SCUM like Hasan,” 
Trump said.
“He will die, as scheduled, by fir-

ing squad, but this event will not be 
streamed,” the president added.

Hasan fatally shot 13 unarmed US 
soldiers at a military base in Tex-
as in 2009, injuring another 32. His 

execution by firing squad would be 
the first military execution in more 
than 60 years. (BBC)

Trump calls off livestream for Fort Hood shooter’s 
execution by firing squad
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Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday
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Sports News

ABNA selects national team for Battle of 
the Isles netball tourney

The Antigua and Barbuda Netball 
Association (ABNA) has announced 
the senior national team, which has 
been selected to represent Antigua and 
Barbuda in the 2026 Battle of the Isles 
Tournament (BOIT) in St. Maarten 
from October 28 to November 1.
The 13-member squad includes Tan-

ya Green, Charmaine Weatherill, Er-
verdine Parker-Barnarde, Shozuan 
George, Kizzy Hughes, Xandea Hob-
son, and Anayjah Anthony.
The other selected players are Shi-an-

na Payne, Juvan Richards, Joy Shaw, 
Jonelly Encarnacion, Tashana Bloom-
field, and Krizia Duncan.
The final team was selected from a 

22-member national training squad.
The head coach is former national 

goal shooter Jamila Fitz. Akiel Hazel-

wood is the assistant coach, Sanchez 
Martin  is the team manager, and Du-
rand Meade is the official to provide 
primary care.
Antigua and Barbuda is returning to 

the tournament in St. Maarten follow-
ing a four-year hiatus.
This year’s tournament will mark 

its 10th anniversary, bringing togeth-
er teams from across the region for a 
celebration of competition, unity, and 
netball. Teams from host St. Maarten, 
Antigua and Barbuda, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and Dominica have so far con-
firmed their participation in this year’s 
event.
The 2026 Battle of the Isles is be-

ing held under the theme “Where Is-
lands Compete, Unity Shines, Legacy 
Lives,” with the event also highlight-
ing the slogan “One Game, Many Is-

lands, One Passion, Stronger Togeth-
er.”
Organizers are also using the tourna-

ment to honour the legacy of the com-
petition while looking ahead to its fu-
ture, as participating islands converge 
in St. Maarten.
Antigua and Barbuda’s participation 

will provide the selected players with 
an opportunity to compete against 
teams from other islands while rep-
resenting the country on the regional 
stage.
The tournament is expected to com-

bine high-level netball competition 
with the celebration of regional sport-
ing connections as Battle of the Isles 
commemorates a decade of bringing 
island teams together.
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Sports News
Winning start for Rangers in ABFA’s First 

Division League

The Ottos Rangers made a suc-
cessful start to their campaign 
upon their return to the Antigua 
and Barbuda Football Association’s 
(ABFA) First Division League on 
Wednesday.
After being relegated from the 

Premier Division last season, the 
Ottos Rangers marked their return 
to the First Division by recording 
a 3-1 victory over English Harbour 
in their opening game at the Radio 
Range playing field in Ottos.
Striker Clarence Marsh scored the 

opening goal of the match with a 
strike in the first minute of play to 
give English Harbour the lead.
But the Ottos Rangers responded 

quickly to draw level, with forward 
Antoniel “Scuda” Campbell snatch-

ing the equalizer with a third-min-
ute conversion.
Zabuda Mc Coy scored in the 39th 

minute to give the Rangers a 2-1 
lead at halftime. An own goal by 
Andrew Bowen in the 61st minute 
extended their lead and sealed the 
win for the Ottos Rangers.
A winning start as well for the 

Swetes Vipers, who snatched a 2-1 
victory over Willikies FC in the 
second game of a First Division 
double-header at the ABFA Techni-
cal Center.
	 Shalon Knight scored both 

goals for the Swetes Vipers with 
conversions in the 63rd and 88th 
minutes. Dejzmatch Christian gave 
the Willikies FC a one-nil halftime 
lead with a 27th-minute conver-

sion.
	 Tyrique Tonge scored a late 

equalizer in extra time to snatch a 
2-2 draw for SAP FC against Par-
ham FC in their opening game of 
Wednesday’s double-header at the 
ABFA Technical Center.
	 Tonge scored in the fourth 

minute of added time to salvage 
the draw for SAP FC, which scored 
the opening goal of the match via a 
Taysean Merrick conversion in the 
13th minute.
	 After trailing one-nil at half-

time, Davrick Lockhart snatched an 
equalizer with a strike in the 47th 
minute before teammate Juan Ox-
ley gave Parham FC a 2-1 lead with 
a conversion in the 50th minute.

Players of the Ottos Rangers football team
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Sports News

Winning start for PMS in defense of school 
girls under-20 title

Princess Margaret School (PMS) 
made a successful start in defense of 
their Girls Under-20 Division title 
in the Ministry of Sports Cool and 
Smooth JOMA Caribbean Schools 
Football League on Wednesday.
Princess Margaret School launched 

their campaign in this year’s compe-
tition by recording a 2-0 victory over 
Jennings Secondary School (JSS) 
in their opening-round match at the 
Golden Grove playing field.
Jahkayla Bellot produced a 20th-min-

ute conversion, and Faith Gallay 
scored an own goal in the 48th minute 
to seal the win for Princess Margaret 
School.

The Antigua and Barbuda College of 
Advanced Studies (ABCAS) launched 
their campaign with a 7-0 drubbing of 
Clare Hall Secondary School (CHSS) 
at the Golden Grove playing field.
Abigail McDonald achieved a hat 

trick with conversions in the third, 
seventh, and 17th minutes, while Mia 
Lake struck twice with goals in the 
21st and 23rd minutes.
The other goals for ABCAS were 

converted by Sanique Levy in the fifth 
minute and Aliah London in the 26th 
minute.
St. Anthony’s Secondary School 

(SASS) and All Saints Secondary 
School (ASSS) also won their opening 

matches at the Radio Range playing 
field in Ottos.
St. Anthony’s Secondary School 

snatched a 2-1 victory against Pares 
Secondary School. Malyka Dona-
wa scored the opening goal in the 
third minute to give Pares Secondary 
School the lead.
T’Nai Francis secured an equalizer in 

the ninth minute, and teammate Gabri-
elle Mansoor snatched the winner for 
SASS with a 37th-minute conversion.
Zah-kier Gordon scored the only goal 

of the match in the first minute of play 
to give All Saints Secondary School a 
one-nil victory over St. Mary’s Sec-
ondary School (SMSS).
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Sports News

Richie’s Shooterz close in on winning business 
basketball league title

Last year’s losing finalists, Richie’s 
Shooterz, moved a step closer to cap-
turing the round-robin title in the 2026 
Cool and Smooth Antigua and Barbu-
da Basketball Association’s (ABBA) 
Business League on Wednesday eve-
ning.
Richie’s Shooterz maintained their 

lead at the top of the 13-team league 
and remain the only unbeaten team by 
surging to their 11th win in as many 
matches with a 58-47 victory over AP-
CMOL in the second game of a dou-
ble-header at the JSC Sports Complex.
Cohen Desouza shot a game-high 21 

points, and Steven Matthew sank 13 
points for Richie’s Shooterz in their 
penultimate match in the round-robin 
league.
Takeem Martin had nine points, and 

Tristan Jacobs and Sergio Symister 
each converted seven points for AP-
CMOL, who slumped to their fourth 
defeat in 11 games.
Richie’s Shooterz will win their 

round-robin business league title if 
cup-holders, the Board of Education 
(BOE), lose their penultimate game on 
Saturday evening.
The Board of Education, who are 

currently in second place with a record 
of nine wins and one defeat, will face 
third-placed Sandals in the second 
game of a double-header at the JSC 
Sports Complex on Saturday.
Victory for the BOE over Sandals 

will set up a title decider with Richie’s 
Shooterz when both teams meet in the 
final game of the round-robin league 
at the same venue at 7 pm on Monday, 

October 19.
Meanwhile, Anjo Wholesale notched 

up their sixth win in 11 matches by 
pulling off a 71-62 victory over the 
Sledge O’Ballers in Wednesday’s 
opening game.
Marcus Murphy produced 24 points, 

and Erije Joseph scored 10 points for 
Anjo Wholesale, who will play their 
final round-robin league match against 
APCMOL on Saturday.
Leroy Percival shot a game-high 26 

points, Ariel Quallis sank 14 points, 
and Deon Jules scored 11 points for 
the Sledge O’Ballers, who wrapped up 
their league campaign by slumping to 
their sixth defeat during their quota of 
12 matches.
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.
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Premier Division matches return to the ABFA 
Technical Center

Matches in the Antigua and Barbu-
da Football Association’s (ABFA) 
Premier Division are being relocated 
from the Antigua Recreation Ground 
(ARG) in St. John’s to the national as-
sociation’s headquarters at its Techni-
cal Center at Paynters.
A double-header on Sunday, October 

11, marked the return of Premier Di-
vision matches at the Antigua Recre-
ation Ground. 
Premier Division matches at the ARG 

in the 2019–20 season were suspend-
ed on March 12, 2020, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
The return of Premier League match-

es to kick-off the 2026-27 ABFA do-
mestic league season was delayed by 
a day to complete preparations at the 
ARG.

It forces the postponement of the ini-
tial opening-day double-header at the 
ARG on Saturday, October 10.
However, in a media release, the 

ABFA is advising the public that Pre-
mier League matches will be tempo-
rarily relocated from the Antigua Rec-
reation Ground to the ABFA Technical 
Center, starting this weekend.
“Following a very successful return 

to the ARG, where fans turned out in 
impressive numbers for the opening 
round, we have been advised that the 
venue will be unavailable until No-
vember 7,” the ABFA release stated.
The ARG is required for a visiting 

schools cricket team from the United 
Kingdom and for activities connected 
to the Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting (CHOGM), which 

will be hosted for the first 
time in Antigua and Bar-
buda from November 1 to 
4.
“It is our understanding 

that, from November 7, 
matches will return to the 
ARG and continue there 
without interruption until 
Christmas,” the ABFA re-
lease added.
“We thank our clubs, 

players, and supporters 
for their patience and con-
tinued support, and we 
look forward to welcom-
ing fans back to the ARG 
in November.”
This weekend’s Premier 

Division matches at the 
ABFA Technical Center 
will commence on Friday 
(today). Green City will 

face the Freemans Village Scorpions 
at 7 pm.
In a double-header on Saturday, Gar-

den Stars FC will face All Saints Unit-
ed at 5 pm, and the Potters Tigers will 
tackle FC Aston Villa Lions at 7 pm.
On Sunday, the Greenbay Hoppers 

will take on defending champions 
Sandals and APUA Inet Jennings Gre-
nades at 5 pm, and Old Road FC will 
clash with AutoCraze Pigotts Bullets 
at 7 pm.
The quarter-finals and semi-finals of 

the ABFA Knockout Cup competition 
will also be played at the ABFA Tech-
nical Center. The quarter-finals will 
take place on October 24 and 25, and 
the semi-finals will be played on Oc-
tober 31.

Players of the Garden Stars and Pigotts Bullets (blue jersey) compete during the first match of the 2026-
27 Premier Division season at the Antigua Recreation Ground on Sunday, October 11, 2026. (ABFA)
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