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Fire Leaves Seven 
People Homeless

Prime Minister Gaston Browne (second from left) and High Commissioner Karen-Mae 
Hill (extreme right) along with two members of the CWEIC in London
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Local News

Seven people are reportedly homeless 
today following a fire that tore through 
three small wooden houses on Lower 
Dickenson Bay Street on Wednesday 
afternoon.
Reports are that two of the three hous-

es burnt to the ground while the third 
was partially destroyed by the fire. 
The occupants of one of the houses, 
reportedly Haitian non-nationals, re-
ported that all their belongs including 
passports and other documents were 
destroyed in the fire.
Residents reported that three of the 

persons affected by the fire were at 
work when they received word of 
the fire, while an elderly woman with 
mobility issues had to be rescued by 
others in the community. There were 
no reports of injuries only that persons 
lost all their belongings.
A fourth house on the compound that 

is located at the front of the property 
was untouched by the fire

There are conflicting reports about 
whether or not the first fire engine to 
arrive on the scene did so without wa-
ter as claimed by residents. However, 

this claim has been strongly refuted by 
Fire Chief, Vivian Parker,
The cause of the fire is now the sub-

ject of an ongoing investigation.

Fire Leaves Seven People Homeless
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A tropical wave weather system 
forced the Antigua and Barbuda Met 
Office to issue a flash flood warning 
Wednesday afternoon as heavy show-
ers fell on parts of the country.
The Met Office issued the flash flood 

warning to be in effect from 5:00 pm to 
8:00 pm during which the heaviest of 
the showers fell. Most of the rain fell 
in the area surrounding the Sir Vivian 
Richards Stadium where 31 mm or 1,2 
inches of rain fell.
The other areas that recorded heavy 

showers were on the northern side of 
Antigua with the airport recording 
20.6 mm or .8 of an inch. In com-
parison, less rain was recorded in the 
southern corridor of Antigua. The bulk 
of the rain fell within a 6-hour period.
At 8:00 pm, the flash flood warning 

was lifted, although the Met Office in-
dicated that lingering clouds and mois-
ture could give rise to isolated thunder 
storms and showers overnight into to-
day, Thursday.
Overnight, the Met Office reported 

that the system had already drifted 
past Antigua and Barbuda but noted 
that it could further strengthen and af-
fect those countries further north of the 
Leeward islands.
According to the Met Office there is 

more than a sixty percent chance for 
rain today (Thursday) and on Sunday. 
Friday and Saturday had a less than 
fifty percent chance of rainfall.

All four days are forecast to be hot 
with temperatures above 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

There are no major weather systems 
out in the Tropical Atlantic that could 
later pose problems for the Eastern 
Caribbean.

Met Office Lifts Flash Flood Warnings Overnight
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Local News

The police are seeking the public’s 
assistance in locating Janiah Antion 
of Golden Grove, who is wanted in 
connection with the ongoing mur-
der investigation into the death of 
60-year-old Mordecai Eleazar Francis 
of Swetes.
Antion is believed to be in his early 

twenties. He is believed to be armed 
and is therefore considered dangerous. 
Police are appealing to Antion to sur-

render himself at any police station 
without delay.
Anyone with information concerning 

his whereabouts is asked to contact 
any police station or the Criminal In-
vestigations Department at 462-3913. 
Members of the public are strongly 

warned not to approach or engage him 
if he is seen. Instead, immediately no-
tify the police. 
The Police Administration is appeal-

ing for the public’s continued cooper-
ation and urges anyone with informa-
tion that may assist the investigation to 
come forward.

Police Seek Janiah Antion In Connection With 
Murder Investigation
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Local News

Prime Minister of Antigua and Bar-
buda, Gaston Browne, met with se-
nior officials of the Commonwealth 
Enterprise and Investment Council 
(CWEIC) to advance preparations 
for the Commonwealth Business 
Forum (CBF), which will take 
place in Antigua and Barbuda from 
2nd to 4th November 2026 as part 
of CHOGM Week. 
The discussions focused on practi-

cal arrangements for the three-day 
Forum, including the programme, 

participation by Heads of Gov-
ernment and Ministers, high-level 
business representation, prospec-
tive invitees, and opportunities to 
attract leading investors and corpo-
rate decision-makers from across 
the Commonwealth and beyond. 
Prime Minister Browne empha-

sised the importance of ensuring 
that the Forum delivers tangible 
outcomes and serves as a practical 
platform for connecting govern-
ments, investors and the private 

sector. 
He noted that the Commonwealth 

Business Forum should provide op-
portunities not only for high-level 
dialogue but for the development 
of new commercial partnerships, 
investment opportunities and proj-
ects capable of contributing to sus-
tainable economic growth across 
Commonwealth member states. 
Particular attention was given to 

ensuring strong representation from 
leading international and Common-
wealth businesses, investors, entre-
preneurs and financial institutions, 
as well as creating opportunities to 
showcase investment-ready proj-
ects from Antigua and Barbuda and 
other Commonwealth countries.
Prime Minister Browne also 

stressed the importance of the Fo-
rum addressing the specific eco-
nomic and investment needs of 
Small Island Developing States and 
demonstrating how private capital 
and international partnerships can 
be mobilised to support resilience, 
infrastructure, innovation and sus-
tainable development.
 The Prime Minister thanked 

CWEIC for its partnership with the 
Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda in organising the Forum and 
expressed confidence that the event 
will be one of the major highlights 
of CHOGM 2026.
The Commonwealth Business 

Forum will bring together senior 
government and business leaders 
for high-level discussions, busi-
ness-to-business engagement, net-
working and investment promotion, 
consistent with the overarching 
CHOGM 2026 theme, “Accelerat-
ing Partnerships and Investment for 
a Prosperous Commonwealth.”

Prime Minister Browne and CWEIC Discuss Final Arrangements 
for the Commonwealth Business Forum
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Local News

A national consultation was con-
vened in St. John’s on Wednesday 
with stakeholders from the public and 
private sectors as part of a regional 
assessment of the readiness of CAR-
ICOM Member States to engage in 
further tariff liberalisation with exter-
nal trading partners. 
The organisers of the event were the 

Office of the National Authorising Of-
ficer (ONAO) within the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Trade and Immigra-
tion in collaboration with the Caribbe-
an Community (CARICOM) Secretar-
iat conducted
The consultations formed part of a 

wider process being undertaken across 
CARICOM Member States that par-
ticipate in negotiations with third 
countries aimed at liberalising trade 
in goods. The Readiness Assessment 
seeks to strengthen CARICOM’s ap-
proach to negotiating market access 
commitments, by placing greater em-
phasis on evidence-based analysis of 
the Region’s trade interests and per-
formance.
One of the session facilitators, Vin-

cent Atkins, Technical Advisor and 
Market Access Specialist (Goods), 
CARICOM Secretariat, told partici-

pants that the consultations were an 
important opportunity to examine the 

current trading environment and to 
identify the interests, opportunities 

National Consultation Examines CARICOM’s Readiness 
To Accept Further Tariff Liberalisation
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Local News

and challenges facing Antigua and 
Barbuda.
Dennis Crawford, Agriculture Spe-

cialist with the CARICOM Secre-
tariat, emphasised the importance of 
gathering accurate information and 
meaningful input from national stake-
holders, particularly businesses and 
other private-sector actors directly in-
volved in the production importation 
and distribution of goods. Such infor-
mation, he explained, would assist in 
ensuring that the Region’s negotiating 
positions are informed by the realities 
of its economies.
Stakeholders welcomed the opportu-

nity and expressed the view that such 
engagements are vital to developing 

national negotiating positions. 
The consultations were divided into 

two groups and attracted about twen-
ty-five (25) persons from both the pub-
lic and private sectors. The national 
consultations provided an important 
opportunity for stakeholders in An-
tigua and Barbuda to share their per-
spectives, experiences and concerns 
on the potential implications and op-
portunities associated with further tar-
iff liberalisation.
Inputs from stakeholders will contrib-

ute to the assessment of Antigua and 
Barbuda’s interests and evaluate its 
readiness to engage in future negotia-
tions as part of CARICOM in relation 
to specific sectors, imports, exports, 

competitiveness, and opportunities for 
increased market access.
The information gathered through the 

national consultations will contribute 
to the broader CARICOM assessment 
and support efforts to ensure that fu-
ture negotiations with external trading 
partners are informed by reliable trade 
data, national priorities and the inter-
ests of regional producers and con-
sumers.
Antigua and Barbuda remains com-

mitted to constructive participation 
in CARICOM’s trade agenda and to 
ensuring that its national interests and 
priorities are appropriately reflected 
in the Region’s approach to external 
trade negotiations.
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WE'RE HIRING - HOTEL MANAGER 

         

Our client, who operates a small-scale boutique hospitality property, is seeking a hands-on hospitality 
professional with strong experience in hotel operations, Food & Beverage, events and catering, 
together with the ability to support the marketing and promotion of the property and its services, to fill 
the position of Hotel Manager. 

  

The successful candidate will be responsible for the effective day-to-day management of the property, 
including: 

 Front Office, Reservations, Housekeeping and 
Room Attendant operations; 

 Kitchen, Restaurant and Bar operations; 
 Coordination and oversight of private events, 
corporate functions, meetings and catering 
activities; 

 Planning, staffing and executing events to the 
required standard; 

 Guest experience, service quality and resolution of 
guest concerns; 

 Staff supervision, scheduling, training and 
performance; 

 Online booking engines and property management 
systems; 

 Hotel supplies, linen, Food & Beverage inventory 
and cost controls; 

 Monitoring occupancy, room revenue, Food & 
Beverage and event performance; 

 Supporting promotions, marketing initiatives and the 
property's online presence; 

 Coordinating routine maintenance and service 
providers; 

 Liaising with clients, suppliers and service providers 
on event requirements; and 

 Assisting with event and catering packages and 
identifying opportunities to increase revenue. 

The role requires a proactive and versatile manager who is comfortable working hands-on within a small 
hospitality operation and identifying opportunities to improve service, occupancy and revenue. 

   

 A minimum of five (5) years' experience in hotel or 
hospitality management; 

 Strong experience in Food & Beverage operations, events 
and catering; 

 Proven staff supervisory and leadership experience; 
 Proficiency with online booking engines and property 
management systems; 

 Knowledge of budgeting, inventory management, cost 
control and operational reporting; 

 Demonstrated understanding of marketing and 
promotional strategies aimed at increasing occupancy 
and revenue; and 

 Excellent communication, organisational, problem-solving 
and guest-relations skills. 

Experience managing a boutique or small hotel property would be an advantage. Candidates must be prepared to work 
flexible hours, including evenings and weekends where required, and must be legally entitled to work in Antigua and 
Barbuda. 

   

Interested candidates should submit a cover letter and current résumé/CV       
to  with  line      

Applications will be treated in confidence. Only suitably qualified or shortlisted applicants may be contacted. 

   
Attorneys-at-Law & Notaries Public 

(268)462-1083 
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Local News

Antigua and Barbuda as a signato-
ry to the Montreal Protocol on Sub-
stances that Deplete the Ozone Layer 
joined the International community 
in observing September 16th as World 
Ozone Day under the theme “Global 
Action for a Cooler Planet”.
 The Montreal on substances that De-
plete the Ozone Layer and described 
as  the most successful environmen-
tal treaty focuses on the preservation 
of the Ozone Layer which protects 
humans, plant and marine life. Other 
benefits include energy efficiency and 
climate sustainability.
  The National Ozone Unit in the 
Ministry of Trade celebrated the day 
with Refrigeration and Air Condition 
Students at the Dr. Alister Francis 
Campus, one of the campuses of the 
Antigua and Barbuda College of Ad-
vanced Studies (ABCAS). It includ-
ed presentation on the importance of 
World Ozone Day, responsibility of 

RAC technicians in undertaking Good 
Refrigeration Practices in their trade 
to protect the Ozone Layer and the 
environment generally. Students also 
received hands on demonstration on 
recovery and recycling, another im-

portant element of the trade.
 A highlight of the day included the 
presentation of equipment by the Na-
tional Ozone Unit in the Ministry of 
Trade for use in the Refrigeration and 
Air Condition Program at the college.

Antigua and Barbuda Mounts Activities 
Marking World Ozone Day
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1.	First and Second Year RAC Stu-

dents along with RAC lecturer, Mr. 
Carl David, Deputy Principal, Mrs. 
Sonia Whittaker, Dr. Elvis Watkins 
former student of the RAC Program 
at the college along with National 
Ozone Officer in the Ministry Trade 
take time for a group photo as part 
of the day’s observance.

2.	Teaching Equipment presented   by 
the National Ozone Unit  in the 
Ministry of Trade to the Head of 
Engineering Department, Mr. Jace 
Gore, Deputy Principal of the Dr. 
Alister Francis Campus, Mrs. Sonia 
Whittaker and RAC Lecturer, Mr. 
Carl David.

3.	First and Second-year Female Re-
frigeration and Air Condition Stu-

dents at the Dr. Alister Francis 
Campus during today’s practical 
demonstration.

4.	Refrigeration and Air Condition 
Students listen to presentation by 
Dr. Elvis Watkins former RAC Stu-

dent of the College and Managing 
Director of Murwat Enterprises on 
Good Practices in Refrigeration

5.	Practical Demonstration in Prog-
ress for RAC Students as part as 
World Ozone Day Activities.

Local News
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International

Russian drones hit a military hospital, 
shopping center, apartment blocks and 
other buildings in Kharkiv late Satur-
day, killing two people and wounding 
35 others, Ukrainian officials said.
Regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said 
that a 67-year-old man and a 70-year-
old woman were killed in the attack on 
Ukraine’s second-largest city.
Ukraine’s General Staff denounced 

the “deliberate, targeted shelling” of 
the military hospital. Among the ca-
sualties were “servicemen who were 
undergoing treatment,” it said.
The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 
Russia fired 111 exploding drones and 
decoys in the latest wave of attacks 
overnight into Sunday. It said 65 of 
them were intercepted and another 35 
were lost, likely having been electron-
ically jammed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said Sunday that over the past 
week “most regions of Ukraine” came 
under Russian attack. Writing on X, 
he said “1,310 Russian guided aerial 
bombs, over 1,000 attack drones — 
mostly ‘Shaheds’ — and nine missiles 
of various types, including ballis-
tic ones” had been launched against 
Ukraine.
Zelenskyy also repeated his assertion 
that “Russia is dragging out the war,” 
echoing comments he made Thurs-
day in Paris that Russia is prolonging 
ceasefire talks “just to buy time and 
then try to grab more land.”
Russia’s Ministry of Defense, mean-
while, said its air defense systems shot 
down six Ukrainian drones. It also 
claimed Sunday that its troops had 
taken control of a village in Ukraine’s 
partly occupied Donetsk region. The 
Russian claim could not be inde-
pendently verified, and Ukraine did 
not comment.
According to Ukrainian government 
and military analysts, Russian forces 
are preparing to launch a fresh mil-
itary offensive in the coming weeks 
to maximize pressure on Ukraine and 
strengthen the Kremlin’s negotiating 
position in ceasefire talks. (Loop Ca-
ribbean)

2 people killed and dozens 
wounded in Russian attack 
on Kharkiv
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Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10

con’t from pg 21
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Commentary

Grenadian criminal defence attorney 
Jerry Edwin has criticised Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne’s proposal 
to consider chemical castration for 
repeat offenders convicted of sexu-
ally abusing children, describing the 
suggestion as a “political stunt.”
It is the latest in a string of reactions 

regarding the tough stance Prime 
Minister Browne is taking against 
criminals, including child rapists.
Edwin made the comments in an 

interview with MTV News GD as 
regional debate continues over Mr. 
Browne’s calls for tougher penalties 
for serious and repeat criminal of-
fending.
Prime Minister Browne recently 

proposed chemical castration as a 
possible additional penalty for repeat 
child sex offenders, saying stron-
ger measures are needed to protect 
children. He has also said the Gov-
ernment is preparing amendments 
to introduce tougher minimum sen-
tences for serious sexual and firearm 
offences. 
Edwin questioned the need for such 

a measure, pointing to the existing 
penalties available to courts across 
the region.
“One wonders what in the 21st cen-

tury could motivate the leader of a 
nation to suggest the most barbaric 
punishment on the face of this earth,” 
Edwin said.
He noted that Antigua and Barbu-

da has a specialised sexual offences 
court and argued that courts across 
the Organization of Eastern Caribbe-
an States have already responded to 
sexual offences against minors with 
lengthy prison sentences.
Edwin also pointed to sentences 

imposed for serious sexual offences 
elsewhere in the region, including 

a maximum of 30 years in Grenada 
and life imprisonment in Guyana.
“What more does the Prime Minis-

ter of Antigua want?” he questioned, 
accusing Browne of resorting to ex-
treme proposals to address a difficult 
social problem.
Edwin further suggested that politi-

cal considerations could be influenc-
ing the Prime Minister’s position, al-
though Antigua and Barbuda’s next 
general election is constitutionally 
due in 2031.
Prime Minister Gaston Browne was 

swift in his response to attorney Jer-
ry Edwin, rejecting his interpreta-
tion, saying his proposal is aimed at 
repeat offenders and is not connected 
to electoral politics.
Mr. Browne questioned the law-

yer’s criticism of the proposal and 
asked whether repeated sexual of-
fences against children should not 
also be regarded as barbaric. He 
made clear that the Government’s 
position is driven by inadequate sen-
tences for some repeat offenders and 
maintained that although life impris-
onment is available as a maximum 
penalty in Antigua and Barbuda and 

other CARICOM jurisdictions, sen-
tencing practices have sometimes re-
sulted in much shorter prison terms.
The Prime Minister said the Gov-

ernment intends to use Parliament to 
pursue changes to sentencing laws, 
with amendments being prepared for 
consideration in October. The pro-
posed reforms are expected to ad-
dress minimum sentences for serious 
firearm and sexual offences while 
retaining some judicial discretion in 
exceptional circumstances. 
Mr. Browne defended chemical cas-

tration as an alternative to what he 
described as harsher penalties, in-
cluding the death penalty or lengthy 
imprisonment.
“Chemical castration grounded in 

law, is certainly a viable alternative 
compared to a death sentence or 30 
years imprisonment,” he said.
He also rejected Edwin’s character-

isation of his proposal as a political 
stunt, reiterating the need for stron-
ger measures against repeat offend-
ers who sexually violate children.
The Prime Minister accused some 

criminal defence attorneys of focus-
ing primarily on protecting their cli-
ents while giving insufficient atten-
tion to victims of sexual offences.
“Edwin should first remove the hu-

bris from his eyes before condemn-
ing others.
I am fighting for justice for our 

young vulnerable girls. Edwin is 
fighting to protect his livelihood rep-
resenting criminals.”
Mr. Browne maintained that offend-

ers are not the only people whose 
rights must be considered, arguing 
that the protection of children and 
victims must also form part of the 
justice equation.

Grenadian Lawyer and PM Browne Lock Horns 
Over Chemical Castration Proposal

Grenadian criminal defence attorney Jerry 
Edwin
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WE'RE HIRING: MARKETING MANAGER 

 

     

Our client, who operates a small-scale boutique hospitality property, is seeking to hire a commercially 
minded Marketing Manager to strengthen the property’s market presence, increase room occupancy and 
direct bookings, promote events and catering services, and drive measurable revenue growth. 

  
This is a hands-on role combining strategy and execution. The successful candidate will take ownership of 
marketing initiatives from concept through implementation and measurement, working closely with 
management to grow the property’s accommodation, events and catering business. 
 

  
• Develop and execute an integrated marketing strategy 

for the boutique property, rooms, events, catering and 
related services. 

• Increase room occupancy and direct bookings through 
targeted campaigns, packages, promotions and 
effective use of online booking channels and OTAs, 
where applicable. 

• Plan and manage digital marketing, including social 
media, content creation, online advertising, website 
promotion, email marketing and online reputation 
management. 

• Develop campaigns to grow weddings, private 
functions, catered events and other revenue-generating 
activities in both local and visitor markets. 

• Build strategic relationships with tourism partners, 
travel agents, destination-management companies, 
corporate clients, event planners and other referral 
partners. 

• Maintain consistent branding, imagery and messaging 
across all platforms and promotional materials. 

• Conduct market and competitor analysis to identify new 
customer segments, commercial opportunities and 
emerging trends. 

• Prepare and manage the marketing budget and direct 
expenditure toward initiatives that deliver measurable 
value. 

• Establish and monitor key performance indicators, 
including enquiries, bookings, occupancy, event leads, 
digital engagement and return on marketing 
expenditure, and report periodically to management. 

    
• Minimum 5 years' progressive marketing experience, 

preferably in hospitality, tourism, events or a related 
service industry. 

• Demonstrated success in marketing initiatives that 
increased bookings, sales, customer engagement or 
revenue. 

• Strong digital marketing, social media, content creation 
and online advertising skills. 

• Experience in brand development, campaign planning, 
market research and performance reporting. 

• Excellent written, verbal and relationship-management 
skills. 

 
  

Creative, commercially focused, self-motivated and 
comfortable working in a small hospitality environment. 
The successful candidate must be able to think 
strategically while also executing day-to-day marketing 
activities and taking ownership of results. 

 

Candidates must be prepared to work flexible hours, including evenings and weekends where required, and must be 
legally entitled to work in Antigua and Barbuda. 

   
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter and current résumé/CV        

to  with  line      

Applications will be treated in confidence. Only suitably qualified or shortlisted applicants may be contacted 

   
Attorneys-at-Law & Notaries Public 

(268)464-1083 
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Regional News

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
alongside four other Caribbean na-
tions, has launched a USD 12.55 mil-
lion regional project to build climate 
and disaster resilience across the fish-
eries sector and coastal communities.
The initiative, titled the Climate 

Change Resilience in the Caribbean 
Fisheries Sector Project (CC4FISH-
II), was officially launched at an In-
ception Meeting in Dominica on Sep-
tember 15, 2026.
Funded by the Global Environment 

Facility (GEF), the project is spear-
headed by the Caribbean Community 
Climate Change Centre (CCCCC) in 
partnership with the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) and national partners, 
with implementation running through 
2030.
Across Saint Vincent and the Grena-

dines, Dominica, Grenada, Saint Kitts 
and Nevis, and Trinidad and Tobago, 
more than 21,800 people—including 
small-scale fisherfolk, boat owners, 
vendors, traders, and processors—are 
set to benefit directly from the initia-
tive. The project places special em-
phasis on advancing leadership, eco-
nomic opportunities, and livelihood 
resilience for women and youth in 
coastal fishing communities.
The project addresses urgent climate 

threats, including extreme weather 
events, changing ocean conditions, 
habitat degradation, and infrastructure 
damage, which threaten regional food 
security, local incomes, and key sec-
tors like tourism.
Building on the foundation of the ini-

tial CC4FISH project (2017–2022), 
CC4FISH-II will implement practical 
interventions across four key pillars
Climate-Ready Boats & Infrastruc-

ture: Introducing safer, fuel-efficient 
fishing vessels while strengthening 
fish landing sites, processing facilities, 
and markets against severe weather.

Ecosystem Restoration & Monitor-
ing: Engaging local communities to re-
store damaged coral reefs, mangroves, 
and seagrass beds, alongside enhanced 
tracking of marine ecosystem health.
Policy Integration & Financial Ac-

cess: Incorporating climate adaptation 
and disaster risk management into na-
tional fisheries policies while expand-
ing fisherfolk access to insurance and 
financial services.
Regional Knowledge Sharing: Es-

tablishing a Community of Practice 
to share best practices and scalable 
solutions across CARICOM member 
states
Regional officials highlighted the 

critical importance of unity in con-

fronting climate challenges. Honour-
able Lakeyia Joseph, Dominica’s Par-
liamentary Secretary in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries, Blue and Green 
Economy, noted that no single nation 
can address climate impacts alone.
Dr. Renata Clarke, FAO Sub-Region-

al Coordinator for the Caribbean, de-
scribed CC4FISH-II as a vital invest-
ment in protecting marine resources 
and regional food security.
Additionally, CCCCC Executive Di-

rector Dr. Colin Young emphasized 
that the program will equip fishing 
communities with the tools needed to 
recover faster and adapt more effec-
tively to climate events. (St Vincent 
Times)

SVG to benefit from USD-12M climate resilience fund

One 150KVA 3phase Generator with Out Door Enclosure. 
One 50KVA Single Generator with Out Door Enclosure.

THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300

Generators for Rent
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Regional News

Relatives of victims missing in the 
MV Barima sinking and family mem-
bers of maritime staff criminally 
charged in connection with the disas-
ter returned to the picket line outside 
the Office of the President on Tuesday.
 Protesters criticised systemic injus-

tice, government opacity, and what 
they termed a slow, reactive state re-
sponse nearly three months after the 
vessel went down.
‘Float the Barima’ ...Families de-

mand answers, slam systemic failures 
and unequal payouts‘Float the Barima’ 
...Families demand answers, slam sys-
temic failures and unequal payouts
Demonstrators demanded the imme-

diate refloating of the vessel, faster 
proceedings from the Commission of 
Inquiry (COI), and true accountability 
from state authorities, accusing offi-
cials of scapegoating low-level work-
ers while offering unequal financial 
support and poor communication to 
grieving families. 
A central point of contention on the 

picket line was the legal targeting and 
remand of lower-level Transport and 
Harbours Department employees, in-
cluding Goods Superintendent Delon 
Grandison. Relatives argued that au-
thorities are detaining front-line staff 
while shielding higher-ranking man-
agement responsible for overall safety 
oversight and maintenance.
Grandison’s mother, Marlene Grandi-

son, maintained her son’s innocence, 
emphasizing that he was not aboard 
the vessel when it sank. “He is not sup-
posed to be in prison,” Grandison said, 
noting her son had completed his day-
time shift and was at home when the 
tragedy occurred at night. “He wasn’t 
on the boat… He finished working and 
he came home, and all of a sudden, he 
ended up in prison. He’s just a goods 
superintendent.” A relative of miss-
ing passengers, Neil and Kenrick Cort 
echoed these concerns, stating that au-

thorities “jail three men that I would 
consider at the bottom of the ladder 
instead of holding those who are ac-
countable, accountable.”
Family members of missing passen-

gers stressed that retrieving the sub-
merged vessel remains the only way 
to find closure and gather physical ev-
idence for the ongoing investigation.
Tiana Thomas, whose 13-year-old 

brother Brian Thomas remains un-
accounted for following the tragedy, 
criticised the government’s timeline 
for salvage operations.
“We need the boat to float because 

we need some kind of evidence that he 
died, because we don’t know where he 
is,” Thomas said. “It’s September… 
time is going. I feel like when Septem-
ber is done, they’ll forget about me. 
We’re fighting because we need the 
boat to float.”
Thomas, whose mother survived the 

sinking, added that the government’s 
relief efforts have failed families left 
without breadwinners or answers, 
leaving households to fend for them-
selves.
Protesting families also revealed dis-

crepancies in how the State has distrib-
uted financial assistance, alleging that 

different households have received 
varying amounts of relief for funeral 
expenses without clear explanation. 
According to family members, while 
the Cort family received $650,000 per 
missing family member to assist with 
burial costs, other families were pro-
vided only $350,000.
“Why is the figure different? Why are 

persons getting different amounts?” 
the Cort family spokesperson asked. 
“Shouldn’t it be the same across the 
board? There is no life that is more 
important than the other. All lives on 
that boat deserve the same treatment, 
the same amount of dignity, the same 
amount of respect.”
Families further criticised the com-

plete lack of direct communication 
from the State and the COI. Relatives 
reported learning about major devel-
opments, such as the opening of sal-
vage bids 25 days after submission, 
through public social media channels 
rather than official State updates.
Demonstrators vowed to continue 

their weekly protests outside the Office 
of the President every Tuesday until 
the MV Barima is refloated and formal 
proceedings under the Commission of 
Inquiry commence. (Kaietuer News)

‘Float the Barima’ …Families demand answers, 
slam systemic failures and unequal payouts
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Regional News

Nearly 11 months after Hurricane 
Melissa forced their closure, Royal-
ton’s two Trelawny resorts reopened 
their doors Tuesday morning, welcom-
ing their first set of guests and putting 
approximately 1,200 tourism workers 
back on at the job.
Royalton Blue Waters, and Royalton 

Hideaway Blue Waters, both Auto-
graph Collection properties, returned 
578 rooms to Jamaica’s tourism inven-
tory following extensive repairs, refur-
bishment and upgrades in the wake of 
the Category Five hurricane.
The reopening comes with encour-

aging signs of demand, with the prop-
erties starting operations at approx-
imately 60 per cent occupancy and 
commanding room rates higher than 
those achieved before Hurricane Me-
lissa.
Kerry-Ann Quallo-Casserly, region-

al commercial director for Jamaica at 
Royalton Hotels and Resorts, told The 
Gleaner that forward bookings are also 
strong.
The resorts are already sold out for 

the Heroes Weekend period, while 
Thanksgiving occupancy is running at 
approximately 80 per cent and Christ-
mas at 90 per cent.
“It’s fantastic,” Quallo-Casserly said, 

noting that the company’s sales opera-
tion never stopped during the closure.
For the tourism-dependent communi-

ties surrounding the resorts, however, 
perhaps the most significant number 
attached to today’s reopening is the 
approximately 1,200 employees re-
turning to work.
Quallo-Casserly said the company 

retained approximately 98 per cent of 
its employees, including workers who 
had sought employment elsewhere 
during the prolonged shutdown.
“Part of that restoration has to come 

from the heart. We have to show that 
we care. We have to acknowledge and 
recognise our employees.”

Royalton Blue Waters, the family-ori-
ented resort, underwent the more ex-
tensive renovation of the two proper-
ties.
Guestrooms were refreshed with 

changes to colours, fixtures, bedding 
and some furniture, while lobby and 
other common areas were refurbished.
Poolside areas were upgraded with 

new umbrellas and lounge chairs, and 
new branding and signage have also 
been installed.
Hideaway at Royalton Blue Waters, 

the adults-only resort, had undergone a 
major renovation approximately three 
years earlier and therefore received a 

less extensive refresh. However, it re-
quired substantial repairs after sustain-
ing damage during Melissa.
Quallo-Casserly said glass in lobby 

and buffet areas was shattered during 
the hurricane, while roofing was also 
damaged.
The company used the closure to 

address roofing, plumbing, air-condi-
tioning and other maintenance issues 
while examining guest reviews and 
previous feedback to identify areas 
where the overall experience could be 
improved.
The properties are reopening with 11 

restaurants, nine bars and five swim-

1,200 back on the job as Royalton reopens Trelawny resorts

GENERATORS FOR RENT
150KVA 3Phase 3wire.120/240v. 
50KVA 3Phase 3wire 120/240v.
CONTACT:
THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300

GENERATOR  RENTALS
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Regional News
ming pools, along with enhanced 
common areas and improvements to 
the Diamond Club butler service for 
selected room categories.
Menus have also been reviewed, with 

Quallo-Casserly saying the compa-
ny has sought to better anticipate the 
expectations of Jamaican and North 
American guests, as well as travellers 
from the United Kingdom, Europe 
and the increasingly important Latin 
American market.
With destinations such as St Lucia, 

Barbados and Grenada increasingly 
competing in the all-inclusive market 
and commanding higher rates, Qual-
lo-Casserly said Jamaica’s hotel sector 
must continue raising its service stan-
dards.
Royalton also remained active in the 

marketplace throughout the months its 
Jamaican resorts were closed, main-
taining relationships with travel ad-
visers, tour operators and customers 
rather than waiting until shortly before 
reopening to resume selling.
Quallo-Casserly said that strategy is 

now reflected in the forward bookings 
for the Trelawny properties.
Tuesday’s reopening follows the 

August 25 return of Royalton’s three 
Negril resorts, Royalton Negril, Hide-
away at Royalton Negril and Grand 
Lido Negril, which together account 
for another 573 rooms.
Quallo-Casserly said the Negril prop-

erties have already exceeded the occu-
pancies projected for their reopening.
She credited the performance to con-

tinued support from travel partners 
and customers and to the company’s 
decision to maintain its presence in the 
marketplace throughout the shutdown.
“We never made the mistake to say 

we’re closed and let us just wait un-
til three months prior to opening,” she 
said.
Instead, she said, the commercial 

team continued working immediate-
ly after the hurricane, examining how 
Royalton could strengthen its position 
not only against traditional compet-

itors in Mexico and the Dominican 
Republic, but against emerging all-in-
clusive competition elsewhere in the 
Caribbean
The reopening of the Trelawny re-

sorts now marks another major step 

in Royalton’s recovery in Jamaica, 
restoring hundreds more rooms to the 
island’s tourism inventory and return-
ing another 1,200 employees to work. 
(Jamaica Gleaner)

 

 

 
We are looking for friendly and dedicated individuals who 
can provide outstanding customer service to join our KFC 

restaurants. 
 

As a Team Member, you will have a range of duties from engaging 
with our customers, delivering a fast and friendly service, and 
preparing our much-loved products. 

 

Join us and be part of a team that is customer-oriented and works 
together to ensure a positive and effective environment. 
 
Interested persons can pick up application forms at KFC Administration Office, 
Brysons Complex, Friars Hill Rd., St. John’s, Antigua. 
  

All applications must be submitted to the Admin Office  

by Friday 18th September 2026. 

VACANCY 
Join Our 

Team 
 

 

FOR SALE
One 30KVA  open set Generator with 200amp Automatic 
Transfer Switch.                                                       $40.000.00ec.
THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION. 
PAYNTERS. 
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

The U.S. war against Iran has cost the 
Department of Defense more than $38 
billion through Aug. 1 and will contin-
ue costing up to $3 billion a month or 
more depending on the intensity of the 
conflict, according to an assessment 
released Tuesday by the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office.
CBO said the war is expected to con-

tribute to inflation into the first quarter 
of 2027, making inflation roughly 0.5 
percentage points higher than they had 
previously estimated. That’s driven 
largely by the reduction of oil and nat-
ural gas shipments through the Strait 
of Hormuz and disruptions to shipping 
through the Red Sea.
The estimate, prepared in response to 

a request for information from the top 
Democrat on the House Budget com-
mittee, Rep. Brendan Boyle, largely 
aligns with a previous estimate from 
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, who 
pinned the costs at $37.5 billion, ac-
cording to his Senate testimony.
The estimates come largely from re-

placing munitions and equipment lost 
in battle, the CBO said, and do not 
include costs related to U.S. military 
personnel killed or injured in the con-
flict or longer term veterans’ health-
care and disability compensation.
Boyle said that beyond with the war’s 

human toll, “this nonpartisan CBO 
report makes clear that the war has 
also cost American taxpayers tens of 
billions of dollars and counting, while 
continuing to drive up costs.”
“Donald Trump and Republicans have 

spent years telling Americans that we 
cannot afford to help families here at 
home,” Boyle said in a statement, “but 
apparently they can find tens of bil-
lions of dollars, and potentially much 
more, for a reckless war that is leaving 
Americans to pay the price.”
The findings come as voters eye the 

war and high prices heading toward 
the midterm elections that will deter-
mine control of Congress, where Re-

publicans now hold majority power in 
the House and Senate. The war, which 
started Feb. 28, is now in its seventh 
month, with no signs of a quick end to 
the on-off conflict.
The White House made a request for 

$87.6 billion in supplemental funding 
in June, largely for the war effort, but 
Congress has not approved it. CBO 
said the portion of that request that ap-
pears to be directly related to the con-
flict, $42.3 billion, is about 10% larger 
than CBO’s estimate of DoD’s costs.
The Office of Management and Bud-

get sent the supplemental spending 
request on Wednesday. It arrived just 
hours after President Donald Trump 
assailed Republican senators during a 
private lunch — engaging in a shout-
ing match with one — over their votes 
to approve a war powers resolution 
that would halt further hostilities.
The request is mostly for expenses in-

curred by the Defense Department as 
part of Operation Epic Fury, the U.S.-
led attack on Iran. But it also includes 
a range of other items, including $11.1 
billion toward economic assistance for 
American farmers, $1.4 billion for the 
Ebola virus outbreak in Central Africa 

and $500 million to support ongoing 
efforts “to complete restoration and 
construction projects in and around 
Washington, D.C.”
“I urge the Congress to take action on 

these important and urgent requests as 
soon as possible,” said OMB Direc-
tor Russ Vought in a letter to House 
Speaker Mike Johnson.
Senate Democratic Leader Chuck 

Schumer said, “President Trump is 
asking taxpayers to clean up his mess-
es, to the tune of $87.6 billion.”
“After dragging America into a reck-

less war, he now wants Congress to 
hand him tens of billions more to pa-
per over the damage — while families 
are still paying higher prices.”
It’s unclear how quickly the House 

and Senate could act on the White 
House’s request, or if Congress takes 
up the matter at all. The funding faces 
a difficult path because many lawmak-
ers could view any votes as a reflec-
tion of test of their support for the war 
effort.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth re-

turned to Capitol Hill on Wednesday 
briefing House GOP lawmakers from 
the conservative Republican Study 

Iran war has cost the U.S. more than $38B, budget office says
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Committee on the Pentagon’s budget-
ary needs. The White House is seek-
ing as much as $1.5 trillion in defense 
spending in this year’s budget, a near-
ly 50% increase over previous levels.
But many lawmakers have com-

plained they have yet to receive any 
formal briefing from the adminis-
tration on the Iran war, nearly four 
months after it was launched, and as 
Trump’s team is now working to se-
cure a fragile ceasefire and bring an 
end to the conflict.
Washington Sen. Patty Murray, the 

lead Democrat on the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, said the request 
is not merely to pay for “the presi-
dent’s disastrous war, but an attempt 
to secure tens of billions of additional 
dollars for unrelated Pentagon priori-
ties.”
Murray said she would review to en-

sure servicemembers are taken care 
of, “but I will not rubberstamp tens of 
billions more for this disastrous war of 
choice.”
Yet the White House was clear to in-

clude provisions to interest lawmakers 
from various regions, including $1 bil-
lion to assist “the final design and con-
struction of a modernized Penn Station 
in New York City,” which would be of 
interest to Schumer and House Demo-
cratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries, both of 
New York.

Rep. Tom Cole, R-Okla., the chairman 
of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, and Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Ca., 
who chairs the panel’s subcommittee 
on Defense, said in a joint statement, 
“President Trump’s request reflects the 
reality that our defense strength must 
be maintained, not merely demonstrat-
ed.”
The bulk of the request, $67 billion, 

is to replenish the Pentagon from the 
Iran war. The largest portion of that 
defense funding, $21 billion, would go 
to weapons and munitions, with anoth-
er $17.3 billion for operational costs 
and $12.1 billion for other classified 
programs. Funds are also requested to 
cover fuel costs, drone manufacturing 

and cybersecurity.
The money for farmers would provide 

$10 billion in economic assistance to 
row and specialty crop farmers and 
$1.1 billion specifically to Florida ag-
riculture producers who suffered loss-
es from this past year’s winter storms.
The package also includes a collec-

tion of policy proposals that the ad-
ministration strongly supports, and 
which are certain to raise interest 
among lawmakers.
Among them, the package propos-

es revisions to federal regulations of 
hemp products that have long been 
in dispute, changes to the year-round 
sales of renewable fuels and lifting of 
restrictions around federal investment 
support in Venezuela.
The administration also requested 

$550 million to prevent and detect the 
Ebola virus in Congo, where an out-
break has killed more than 250 peo-
ple. Another $800 million would go to 
provide humanitarian assistance to the 
region. (AP)
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International

At least 21 people have been killed, 
including eight children, and dozens 
are missing after a war-damaged 
building collapsed in the Gaza Strip 
overnight, local rescuers and med-
ics say.
Witnesses told the BBC that the 

six-storey building in the Tal al-Ha-
wa area of Gaza City had been left 
tilting dangerously to one side after 
an Israeli strike more than a year 
ago. Displaced families were living 
inside because they were desperate, 
they said.
UN agencies and an Egyptian team 

have joined the search for survivors, 
but officials say it is proceeding 
slowly due to a lack of equipment.
In the initial rescue effort, members 

of the Hamas-run Civil Defence 
agency resorted to using their bare 
hands.
“We are still hearing voices from 

under the rubble, so there is still 
hope to find people,” said Raed al-
Dahshan, the director of the Civil 
Defence in Gaza City.
He added: “The limited availability 

of shelter options forced residents to 
move into this building, believing it 
was safe. However, at one point it 
collapsed entirely, tragically crash-
ing down on people as they slept.”
“It felt like an earthquake. There 

was a loud sound and I couldn’t 
stand up. Stones rained down on us 
and when I looked outside I saw a lot 
of dust,” she told the BBC. “Within 
minutes, there were screams every-
where.”
Another witness, Mansour Abu 

Mohammed, said the building col-
lapsed “in a few seconds”.
“Every day, a stone or a few stones 

would fall from it, but the people in-
side couldn’t find anywhere else to 
live. I used to live next door to it and 
you could see that it was tilting to 
one side.”
Locals said some 10 families had 

been living in the building’s apart-
ments.
Satellite imagery shows that the 

area around the building was tar-
geted in the early weeks of the war, 
while damage to the building itself 

first became evident in 
2024.
The head of the United 

Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) 
Gaza office, Alessandro 
Mrakic, told reporters at 
the scene that between 
70 and 100 people were 
believed to be trapped 
under the rubble.
“The situation, as you 

see, is tragic because we 
don’t have the equip-
ment and machinery 
that is needed. There are 
actually people digging 
with their bare hands,” 
he said.

Mrakic also warned that approx-
imately 400 other war-damaged 
buildings across Gaza were at im-
minent risk of collapse, particularly 
as winter approaches.
“We need support, most impor-

tantly with machinery, equipment, 
among others. Our colleagues here 
don’t have [engine] oil and spare 
parts to continue to work with all 
the equipment that is still in Gaza.”
The UN’s humanitarian relief 

co-ordinator, Ramiz Alakbarov, said 
he was “devastated” by the reports 
of the building collapse.
“No-one should have to risk their 

life simply to find a safe place to 
shelter,” he said.
He also urged Israeli authorities to 

approve deliveries to Gaza of heavy 
machinery for rescue operations, as 
well as tents, tarpaulins and other 
non-food items for displaced people 
ahead of the winter rains.
Israel says its restrictions are meant 

to keep equipment out of the hands 
of Palestinian armed groups that 

Eight children among 21 killed after war-damaged 
Gaza building collapses, rescuers say
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

could also have military uses.
An estimated 80% of all struc-

tures in Gaza have been destroyed 
or damaged during the war between 
Israel and Hamas, according to the 
UN.
More than 1.9 million people - 

about 90% of the territory’s popula-
tion - have been displaced, many of 
them multiple times, and 1.2 million 
of them are currently living in tents 
or makeshift shelters, it says.
The UN has warned that the hu-

manitarian situation in Gaza remains 
dire despite the ceasefire agreed last 
October, as Israeli air strikes and 
other attacks continue to hit popu-
lated areas, causing casualties and 
property damage and driving further 
displacement.
On Tuesday, Israeli air strikes 

killed at least five Palestinians, in-
cluding two children and a Hamas 
commander, according to health of-
ficials and Hamas sources.
The Israeli military said it killed 

a Hamas commander in southern 
Gaza and another fighter in the 
north. In both cases, a child was also 
reportedly killed.
Separately, the British charity 

Medical Aid for Palestinians said 
that a patient was killed by an Is-
raeli drone at a health centre it sup-
ports in Jabalia in northern Gaza. A 
spokesperson for the Israeli military 
told the BBC it was not aware of 
such an incident.
The Gaza war was triggered by the 

Hamas-led attack on southern Isra-
el on 7 October 2023, when about 
1,200 people were killed and 251 
others were taken hostage.
Since then, more than 73,790 peo-

ple have been killed in Gaza, ac-
cording to the territory’s Hamas-
run health ministry, whose figures 
are considered reliable by the UN. 
(BBC)
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The president of the European Com-
mission has backed proposals for 
Canada to become the EU’s first “as-
sociate member”.
Ursula von der Leyen told the Euro-

pean Parliament on Wednesday she 
wanted to work on “opening the door” 
for Canada, which would involve 
closer ties on various key sectors.
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Car-

ney last week spoke of seeking a 
“unique alliance” with the EU. The 
country currently faces tense relations 
with the US, compounded by an in-
tensifying dispute over trade.
Without mentioning US President 

Donald Trump by name, von der Ley-
en said offering Canada some sort of 
EU membership was “not a partner-
ship against anyone else, but for our 
common strength”.
She added: “Partnerships are a stra-

tegic choice for Europe. But they also 
respond to the fracture in the interna-
tional rules-based system”.
Carney was in attendance at the an-

nual key note speech in Strasbourg, 
and is due to address the parliament 
on Thursday.
Trade talks between Canada and the 

US collapsed last month, sparking a 
series of new tariff measures. Trump’s 
repeated talk of making Canada a 
“51st state” has also helped to fuel 
the feud between the North American 
neighbours.
Von der Leyen told the EU’s State of 

the Union address that the bloc and 
Canada “see the world with the same 
eyes”, including on topics ranging 
from AI, to climate change and geo-
politics
“And we have stood together: on 

Ukraine, on defence, on raw materials 
and on supply chains. But above all... 
Europe and Canada believe in democ-
racy.
She did not give specific details 

on how any Canadian membership 
would work, but listed manufactur-
ing, technology, AI, defence, energy, 
critical minerals and economic secu-

rity as key areas for cooperation.
Both she and other European leaders 

have found a reliable ally in Carney as 
they deal with similar problems.
In particular, they have faced 

Trump’s aggressive use of tariffs and 
his threat to annex Greenland which 
is a sovereign territory of EU member 
Denmark.
But “associate membership” of the 

EU does not currently exist and the 
process, if agreed, could take years.
Earlier this year, Germany’s Chan-

cellor Friedrich Merz suggested - to 
a mixed reaction - that Ukraine could 
be granted this new status.
Some countries in the western Bal-

kans including Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, and Serbia are already on 
the long road towards full EU mem-
bership.
In Eastern Europe, Georgia and Mol-

dova are also applying.
Ten of the bloc’s 27 members are yet 

to ratify a free-trade agreement struck 

EU chief backs plan for Canada to become ‘associate member’
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The Ebola epidemic in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo is still spreading but 
appears to be showing “en-
couraging” signs of improve-
ment, the head of the World 
Health Organization said on 
Wednesday.
“We are starting to see en-

couraging signs that we’re 
gaining ground,” Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus told a 
news conference in Geneva. 
(AFP)

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

with Ottawa nearly a decade ago, and 
some capitals would prefer to build 
on existing defence and trade agree-
ments rather than create a new form 
of membership for Canada.
“For a long time, we have discussed a 

leaders’ format focused on the securi-
ty of our continent, with partners like 
Canada, Norway, Ukraine, the United 
Kingdom and others involved,” she 
said in the wide-ranging address.
“This is even more urgent now, giv-

en the nature and scale of the risks at 
play. This is why we will set out our 
ideas to make a European Security 
Council a reality.”
Calls for such a body have been 

growing since Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in 2022.
It was initially a French-German 

conception but more countries have 
shown support, particularly as Trump 
has questioned the Nato military al-
liance. Other nations worry such a 
council could unhelpfully rival Nato.
Von der Leyen said the EU was 

“strengthening our work with Nato” 
and that expanded defence spending 
would be “fully aligned” with the al-
liance.

But at the core of such a security 
council would be the ability to trigger 
an emergency meeting if one member 
felt under threat, similar to Nato’s Ar-
ticle 4.
The EU chief said it would be a 

“mechanism to flank” Article 4, a term 
that could be interpreted as comple-
menting Nato functions or - if taken in 
a military context - bypassing them.
Alongside global threats, von der 

Leyen also said many European fam-
ilies were worried about the cost of 
living, and the “dizzying speed of 
change” of technology and its impacts 
on jobs and society.
Other proposals included inviting 

the world’s largest AI labs for talks 
on how to support industry efforts to 
pace the frontier, as well as slashing 
bureaucracy for businesses in the EU.
Plans to curb social media use among 

children, including banning platforms 
for under 13s, were also put forward. 
Under the proposal, children aged 13 
to 15 would only be able to set up so-
cial media accounts which are super-
vised by parents.
A new emergency tool to help coun-

tries better deal with mass migration 

movements following the deadly in-
flux of migrants to the Spanish en-
clave of Ceuta in July would also be 
outlined.
The pledge chimes with the message 

of European politicians on the right 
and hard right who have gained sup-
port in recent years for proposing a 
tougher approach.
Some of them called the mass at-

tempt to enter the EU through Ceu-
ta an “invasion” and argued asylum 
rules should be suspended to deal 
with such a crisis.
Von der Leyen said the new emer-

gency tool would “only be triggered 
under a strictly defined set of criteria” 
and for a specific period of time, and 
that fundamental rights would be pro-
tected.
Human rights groups worry such a 

move would see vulnerable people, 
including women and children, turned 
back and denied the protection afford-
ed to them under international law. 
(BBC)

‘Encouraging signs’ in DR Congo Ebola fight: WHO
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Charlie Kirk’s family blamed Utah of-
ficials for failing to prevent the conser-
vative activist’s assassination at a state 
university, in a wrongful death notice 
announced Wednesday that presages a 
possible lawsuit.
Attorneys for the family said Kirk’s 

death resulted from a string of “reck-
less decisions” by officials at Utah Val-
ley University that left him exposed to 
a rooftop sniper, who fired a fatal shot 
from more than 400 feet (122 meters) 
away on Sept. 10, 2025. The universi-
ty has faced harsh criticism for a lack 
of key safety measures on the day of 
the shooting.
Kirk, 31, had been debating students 

in an outdoor courtyard surrounded by 
tall buildings and with several thou-
sand people in attendance. An Associ-
ated Press review following the shoot-
ing showed the campus in Orem did 
not use several public safety practices 
that have become standard safeguards 
at events around the country.
Campus police staffing was far below 

recommended levels for a school of 
that size. They also did not fly a drone 
to monitor rooftops or coordinate with 
local law enforcement to secure the 
event attended by about 3,000 people. 
There were no bag checks or metal de-
tectors.
“The risk of a rooftop shooter should 

have been especially top-of-mind 
given the attempted assassination of 
President Trump, Charlie Kirk’s close 
friend and political ally, by a rooftop 
shooter the previous year,” Kirk fam-
ily attorney D. Loren Washburn wrote 
in the notice to state and university of-
ficials.
The document, dated Sept. 9, a day 

before the one-year anniversary of 
Kirk’s death, is a required step under 
state law before his family can file a 
formal claim or lawsuit. It names the 
university and its then-president, As-
trid Tuminez; the campus police de-
partment and its chief, Jeffrey Long; 
and the state of Utah.

A spokesperson for Utah Valley Uni-
versity said the school was aware of 
the notice and would address it “con-
sistent with our established process-
es.”
“Our focus remains on supporting our 

campus community,” spokesperson 
Sharon Turner said in a statement.
The Utah Attorney General’s Office 

said it does not comment on potential 
litigation.
Attorneys for Kirk’s family alleged 

additional lapses by officials, includ-
ing not conducting an adequate risk as-
sessment before approving the event, 
failing to establish a secure perimeter 
and having no first responders imme-
diately available, resulting in Kirk be-
ing taken to a nearby hospital in a pri-
vate vehicle rather than an ambulance 
after he was shot.
“Tragically, the UVU Parties took 

none of these safety measures — steps 
only they had the authority to take — 
resulting in a situation that rendered 
Mr. Kirk helpless before his assassin,” 
Washburn wrote.
Long said after the shooting that six 

of his officers staffed the event and 
coordinated with Kirk’s eight-person 
private security team. The school said 
it was expanding its police force fol-

lowing the shooting.
Utah resident Tyler Robinson turned 

himself in a day after Kirk’s killing. 
Prosecutors say he told his roman-
tic partner that he “had enough of his 
(Kirk’s) hatred.”
Robinson is charged with aggravated 

murder, making him eligible for the 
death penalty if convicted. A judge on 
Sept. 1 ordered the case to proceed to-
ward trial. A date has not yet been set.
Prosecutors during a preliminary 

hearing in July presented what they 
characterized as overwhelming evi-
dence against Robinson. That includes 
surveillance video of Robinson on the 
campus, DNA tests linking him to a 
rifle found near the assassination site 
and a handwritten note he allegedly 
left for his romantic partner that read, 
“I had the opportunity to take out 
Charlie Kirk, and I took it.”
Kirk’s parents, Robert and Kathryn 

Kirk, and widow, Erika Kirk, attended 
the hearings.
State law allows heirs or personal 

representatives of people who die to 
file lawsuits seeking damages if the 
death was caused by a wrongful act 
or negligence. The notice from Kirk’s 
family did not specify what damages 
they may seek.  (AP)

Charlie Kirk’s family says security failures by 
Utah officials led to his assassination
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Sports News

More success for CTM Auto Spa & APCMOL 
in ABBA Business League

Newcomers CTM Auto Spa and 
APCMOL maintained their winning 
starts to their campaigns in the 2026 
Cool and Smooth Antigua and Barbu-
da Basketball Association’s (ABBA) 
Business League on Tuesday evening.
CTM Auto Spa secured their sec-

ond straight win with a 69-49 victory 
over Sir Lester Bird Medical Center 
(SLBMC) in the second game of a tri-
ple-header at the JSC Sports Complex.
Donte Trimingham sank 14 points, 

and Javon Andrew and Andrew Simon 
each scored 12 points for CTM Auto 
Spa.
Ricky Willock shot a game-high 21 

points, and Raheem Charles convert-
ed 10 points for SLBMC, who remain 
winless after suffering their third de-
feat in as many games.

APCMOL also claimed their second 
win in as many matches by surging 
to a 69-50 victory over newcomers 
Curtain Bluff Hotel in Tuesday’s last 
game.
Humroy Wright sank 12 points, and 

Judah Ferris and Amare Browne each 
converted 10 points for APCMOL. 
Javonte Daley produced a game-high 
17 points, and Shalom Bloodman 
scored 11 points for Curtain Bluff Ho-
tel, who slumped to their second loss 
in as many games.
But another newcomer, the Anti-

gua and Barbuda Union of Teachers 
(ABUT), recorded their first win in 
Tuesday’s opening match.
After suffering a 50-82 loss to Anjo 

Wholesale in their debut encounter, 
the ABUT rebounded to pull off a 59-

49 victory over Christos in their sec-
ond game.
Israel Clarke and Lena Mills each 

scored 19 points for the Antigua and 
Barbuda Union of Teachers. Bruce 
White shot a game-high 22 points, and 
Tyreek John converted 10 points for 
Christos, who lost for the second time 
in as many outings.
The business basketball league will 

continue with another triple-header at 
the JSC Sports Complex on Thursday 
evening.
The Philippines will take on Curtain 

Bluff Hotel at 6:30 pm, Sledge’O Bal-
lers will face CTM Auto Spa at 7:30 
pm, and Sandals will meet the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Union of Teachers at 
8:30 pm.
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Sports News
ABFA mourns the passing of Ivor Davis and Carver Browne

The Antigua and Barbuda Football 
Association (ABFA) has learned 
with deep sadness of the passing 
of Ivor Davis, former long-serving 
president of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Referees Association, 
and Carver Browne, former Empire 
and national team footballer.
On behalf of the President, the Ex-

ecutive Committee, the secretariat, 
member clubs, and the wider football 
family, the ABFA extends its condo-
lences to their families, friends, and 
colleagues via a media release.
Davis gave the greater part of his 

life to match officiating in Antigua 
and Barbuda. An active referee for 
many years, he went on to lead the 

Antigua and Barbuda Football Ref-
erees Association as its president for 
more than three decades.
Across those years he recruited, 

trained, mentored, and defended 
generations of match officials, and 
he held the line on the standards by 
which the game of football is judged.
Browne represented Empire Foot-

ball Club and went on to wear the 
colours of the Antigua and Barbuda 
national team on the football field, 
where, in his heyday, he was regard-
ed as one of the most feared defend-
ers in the game.
Browne was the uncompromising 

marker his coaches turned to when-

ever the opposition fielded a player 
who had to be stopped. He also rep-
resented Antigua in cricket as a fast 
bowler.
“These are two men who served 

our football in very different ways, 
and both served it fully,” said ABFA 
President Ickford Roberts.
“Ivor Davis protected the integrity 

of the game for more than 30 years, 
and Carver Browne defended his 
club and his country with a courage 
that supporters of that era still speak 
about. We have lost a great deal in a 
short time. Our sympathies are with 
the Davis and Browne families.”

Members of the ABFA executive observe a moment of silence in respect of the passing of Ivor Davis and Carver Browne during the 
Confederation of North, Central America, and Caribbean Association of Football (CONCACAF) Executive Mentorship Programme (EMP) 
it hosted last weekend. (ABFA)
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Sports News

The University of the West Indies netball team

Wins for UWI and Ministry of Education in 
ABNA Business League

There were wins for the University of 
the West Indies (UWI) and the Min-
istry of Education in the Antigua and 
Barbuda Netball Association (ABNA) 
Business League Competition on 
Monday.
Both teams recorded command-

ing victories over the Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center (SLBMC) JOMA IV 
League Netters in a Female Division 
double-header at the YMCA Sports 
Complex.
The University of the West Indies 

claimed a 34-6 victory over the SLB-
MC JOMA IV League Netters B team.
Joy Shaw netted 28 of her 45 attempts, 

and Trevisha Phillip sank six of her 
eight shots for UWI. Haleema Pierre 
converted three of her six attempts, 
and Alisha Jeremy scored two of her 

five shots for the SLBMC JOMA IV 
League Netters B team.
The Ministry of Education launched 

their campaign with a 29-6 victory 
over the SLBMC JOMA IV League 
Netters A team.
Karol Carlton sank 17 of her 24 shots, 

and Adina Andre converted 12 of her 
24 attempts for the Ministry of Edu-
cation. Sophia Wilkins netted three of 
her nine shots, and Sequoyah Survia 
scored three of her 10 attempts for the 
SLBMC JOMA IV League Netters A 
team.
Following a march past and a brief 

official opening center, Fitzroy Re-
winding Rewinders snatched a nar-
row 17-13 victory over Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center (SLBMC) JOMA IV 
League Netters in the Mixed Division 

in their first match of the competition 
on Sunday.
The competition is bringing together 

teams representing businesses and or-
ganizations in an exciting display of 
skill, teamwork, and competitive spirit 
across both female and mixed divi-
sions.
Games are being played on Mon-

day, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday 
nights at the YMCA Sports Complex.
The competition will resume with 

two matches on Thursday. The Minis-
try of Tourism will face the SLBMC 
JOMA IV League Netters A team in a 
female division affair at 6:30 pm, and 
the Ministry of Education will clash 
with Fitzroy Rewinding Rewinders in 
the mixed division at 7:30 pm.
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Sports News
India pick Kohli, Rohit for West Indies ODIs
MUMBAI (Reuters) - Stalwarts Virat 

Kohli and Rohit Sharma headline In-
dia’s One-Day International squad for 
their upcoming home series against the 
West Indies, while Vipraj Nigam has 
replaced ​injured spinner Varun Cha-
karavarthy in the Asian Games squad.
Top-order batter Shubman ‌Gill will 

captain India in the three-match ODI 
series, with wicketkeeper-batter KL 
Rahul named vice-captain, while 
batting all-rounder Naman Dhir and 
bowler Auqib Nabi have earned their 
maiden ODI call-ups.
The ODI ​series begins in Thiruvanan-

thapuram, Kerala, on September 27.
For the Twenty20 series against ​the 

West Indies, 15-year-old prodigy Vai-
bhav Sooryavanshi has been included 
in ⁠the squad, which is led by top-order 
batter Shreyas Iyer.
India will play five T20 internation-

als ​against the West Indies, starting in 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, on October 
6.
India will ​also play a one-off T20 in-

ternational against Japan on Septem-
ber 22, before beginning their Asian 
Games campaign at the quarter-final 
stage six days later.
Chakaravarthy has been ruled out 

of both the Japan ​T20 and the Asian 
Games with a side strain. All-round-
er Nitish Kumar Reddy, ​who was 
originally named in the Asian Games 
squad, has been withdrawn and in-
cluded in ‌the ODI ⁠squad for the West 
Indies series instead.
All-rounder Hardik Pandya and wick-

etkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant are nota-
ble absentees from India’s squads for 
the West Indies ODI and T20 series, 
the Japan T20 and the Asian Games.
India ODI Squad vs West Indies: 

Shubman Gill (captain), ​Rohit Shar-
ma, Virat Kohli, ​Ruturaj Gaikwad, KL 
⁠Rahul (VC), Dhruv Jurel, Nitish Ku-
mar Reddy, Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep 

Yadav, Prasidh Krishna, Gurnoor Brar, 
Mohammed Siraj, Auqib Nabi, Yash-
asvi Jaiswal, ​and Naman Dhir.
India T20 Squad vs West Indies: 

Shreyas Iyer (captain), Abhishek Shar-
ma, ​Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, ⁠Ishan Kis-
han (WK), Sanju Samson (WK), Tilak 
Varma (VC), Shivam Dube, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Axar Patel, Washington Sund-
ar, Ravi Bishnoi, Nitish Kumar Red-
dy, Arshdeep Singh, Prince Yadav, and 

Mayank Yadav.
India Updated Squad for ⁠Japan T20 ​

and Asian Games: Shreyas Iyer (cap-
tain), Abhishek Sharma, Sanju Sam-
son (WK), ​Ishan Kishan (WK), Shi-
vam Dube, Tilak Varma (VC), Axar 
Patel, Washington Sundar, Ravi Bish-
noi, Jasprit Bumrah, Arshdeep Singh, 
Vaibhav ​Sooryavanshi, Yash Thakur, 
and Vipraj Nigam.

Rohit Sharma, left, and Virat Kohli headline India’s One-Day International squad for their 
upcoming home series against the West Indies.
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.

TURSDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 2026

ABFA names squad for CONCACAF Nations League

The Antigua and Barbuda Football 
Association (ABFA) has named a 
26-member senior men’s national 
squad to represent the twin-island 
state at the 2026/27 Confederation 
of North, Central America, and 
Caribbean Association of Football 
(CONCACAF) Nations League.
The squad includes goalkeepers 

Shahoi Dorsett, Taj Moore, and 
Zaieem Scott. Also selected are de-
fenders Roneba Cordice, Amir Da-
ley, Leroy Graham, Quinton Grif-
fith, Tyrik Hughes, Kylano Isaac, 
and Blaivon James.
The midfielders chosen are Da-

jari Barthley, TJ Bramble, Vaughn 
Jackson Jr., Kwame Kirby, Shalon 
Knight, Daryl Massicott, Jahzino 
O’Garro, Dion Pereira, and Sean 
Tomlinson.

Completing the squad are forwards 
D’Andre Bishop, Raheem Deter-
ville, Christopher Douglas, Kayonte 
George, Keon Greene, Ashley Na-
thaniel-George, and Brandon Satch-
ell.
The supporting staff comprises 

Head Coach Jacques Passy; assis-
tant coaches Derrick “Pretty Boy” 
Edwards and Donavan Peart; goal-
keeper coach Janiel “Beard” Simon; 
Manager Shaun George; physiother-
apist Keston Daley; trainer William 
Richards; and equipment manager 
Jerry Aska.
After being relegated from League 

B last year, Antigua and Barbuda 
will host and compete in Group B of 
League C, which also includes the 
national teams of Anguilla and Aru-
ba, in September and October this 
year.

The four teams will bat-
tle in the first round of 
matches at the Sir Vivi-
an Richards Stadium in 
Antigua from Wednes-
day, September 23, to 
Tuesday, September 29. 
All matches will start at 
7 pm.
The Antigua and Bar-

buda Benna Boys will 
launch their campaign 
against Aruba on Sep-
tember 23. The Anti-
guans will face Anguilla 
in their second game on 
Saturday, September 26. 
Anguilla and Aruba will 
clash in the last first-
round encounter on Sep-
tember 29.

The teams will battle in the second 
round of matches at the Sir Vivian 
Richards Stadium during the first 
week in October.
Antigua and Barbuda’s Benna Boys 

will tackle Anguilla on Thursday, 
October 1. Aruba and Anguilla will 
clash on Sunday, October 4, and 
Antigua and Barbuda will take on 
Aruba in the final League C Group 
B encounter on Tuesday, October 6.
The winner of League C Group B 

will gain promotion to compete in 
League B in the next edition of the 
CONCACAF Nations League.
All group winners will also be in 

contention to secure a berth into the 
CONCACAF Gold Cup, which will 
be held in June and July next year.
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