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Diann Black-Layne Steps
Down As Director of
the Environment
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Minister Responsible for Carnival, Dwayne George, makes presentation to the new Queen of Car-
nival Zaine Frederick as members of the Festivals Commission look on
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Diann Black-Layne Steps Down As Director of the Environment

Ambassador Diann Black-Layne
is stepping down as the Director of
the Department of the Environment,
a post she has held for multiple de-
cades.

The announcement comes from
the Ministry of Health and the En-
vironment which also announced
that Ambassador Ruleta Cama-
cho-Thomas has been appointed as
Acting Director of the Department
of Environment.

.The Ministry expresses its sincere
appreciation to Diann Black-Layne
for her dedicated service and lead-
ership as Director of the Department
of Environment. Throughout her
distinguished tenure, Black-Layne
played an instrumental role in shap-
ing the Department into the respect-
ed institution it is today, laying a
strong foundation for environmental
protection, climate resilience, and
sustainable development in Antigua
and Barbuda. Her vision, passion,
and unwavering commitment have
left a lasting legacy that will contin-
ue to benefit the nation for years to
come.

The Ministry, together with its
management and staff, as well as the
staff of the Department of Environ-
ment, extends its heartfelt gratitude
to Black-Layne for her many years
of exemplary service and wishes her
a long, healthy, and fulfilling retire-
ment. The Ministry also wishes her
every success and happiness in her
new endeavours that she will choose
to pursue in this new chapter of her
life.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of extends
sincere congratulations to Ambas-
sador Ruleta Camacho-Thomas
on her appointment as Acting Di-
rector of the Department of Envi-
ronment. It noted that Ambassador
Camacho-Thomas has consistently

Ambassador Diann Black-Layne

demonstrated exceptional leader-
ship, professionalism, and an un-
wavering commitment to environ-

mental stewardship and sustainable
development. The Ministry is con-
fident that her experience, vision,
and commitment will continue to
strengthen the Department as it ad-
vances its mandate to protect and
sustainably manage the nation’s nat-
ural resources.

The Ministry says it and looks
forward to Ambassador Cama-
cho-Thomas’ continued leadership
in advancing the Department’s work
and building upon the strong foun-
dation established by her predeces-
sor. The Ministry wishes her every
success as she assumes her respon-
sibilities as Acting Director of the
Department of Environment and re-
mains confident that the Department
will continue to make meaningful
strides under her stewardship.
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Government Is Exploring New Building Technologies
In China To Benefit Antigua and Barbuda

A high-level government technical
delegation is undertaking an extensive
16-city mission across China aimed at
identifying technologies, equipment,
materials and strategic partnerships to
advance Antigua and Barbuda’s hous-
ing and infrastructure development
programme.

Led by Minister of Social and Urban
Transformation, Rawdon Turner, the
delegation includes Deputy Direc-
tor of Public Works Telly Cornelius,
Public Works Engineer Nigel Francis,
Public Works Senior Architect Randell
Pyle, and Chairman of NAMCO Brian
D’Ornellas.

During the mission, the team will
visit manufacturers, engineering and
construction companies, technology
providers and other major industry op-
erations across China. The delegation
will also engage Chinese officials and
industry leaders as it evaluates solu-
tions that can be adapted to Antigua
and Barbuda’s development needs.

A major focus will be housing, includ-
ing construction systems and technol-
ogies that could allow the Government
to build quality homes faster and more
cost-effectively.

The delegation will also examine
solutions for government office build-
ings, sewerage and wastewater sys-
tems, urban renewal, municipal infra-
structure, construction equipment and
other critical public works.

Minister Turner said the mission is
focused on finding practical solutions
that can translate into projects on the
ground.

“We are not simply going to China to
observe. We are going to identify solu-
tions, establish partnerships and deter-
mine what can work for Antigua and
Barbuda. Whether it is housing, sew-
erage, government buildings or other
critical infrastructure, our objective
is to find ways to deliver better, faster
and at greater value for the people.”

The 16-city programme will allow
Antigua and Barbuda’s technical team

to assess technologies and products
directly, engage manufacturers and en-
gineers, and explore opportunities for

cooperation, procurement and tech-
nology transfer.
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First Responders Strengthen Skills in Mental
Health Crisis Management

The Pan American Health Orga-
nization (PAHO), recently con-
cluded a four-day Crisis Manage-
ment and De-escalation Training
for police officers and other first
responders, aimed at strengthening
the country’s response to persons
experiencing mental health crises.

Held in collaboration with the
Ministry of Health, at the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Port Authority
Conference Room, the training
brought together representatives
from the Antigua and Barbuda Po-
lice Force, Antigua and Barbuda
Defence Force, His Majesty’s Pris-
on, the National Office of Disaster
Services (NODS), the Office of
National Drug and Money Laun-
dering Control Policy (ONDCP),
and the Antigua and Barbuda Fire
Service.

The programme focused on
equipping participants with practi-
cal knowledge and evidence-based
techniques to safely assess, com-
municate with, and de-escalate
situations involving individuals
experiencing mental health crises.
Participants also explored strate-
gies for reducing stigma, promot-
ing human rights, and strengthen-
ing collaboration among agencies
that are often the first point of con-
tact during mental health emergen-
cies.

The training forms part of the Min-
istry’s ongoing commitment to im-
proving mental health services and
ensuring that frontline responders
are equipped with the skills neces-
sary to provide compassionate, ap-
propriate, and effective assistance
while safeguarding the wellbeing
of both the individual in crisis and

Family photo from recent first responders workshop conducted by PAHO in collaboration

with the Ministry of Health
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Teaching session at first responders workshop conducted by PAHO

the wider community.

By investing in the capacity of
first responders, Antigua and Bar-
buda continues to strengthen its
national mental health response
and improve outcomes for persons
living with mental health condi-
tions.

The Ministry of Health, expressed
its appreciation to the Pan Amer-

ican Health Organization (PAHO)
for its continued partnership and
technical support in advancing
mental health initiatives in Antigua
and Barbuda. The Ministry also
thanked all participating agencies
and officers for their commitment
to enhancing their knowledge and
skills in this critical area.
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New Queen of Carnival Attributes Win to
Hard Work & Dedication

Zaine Frederick has described her
journey towards winning the Queen of
Carnival crown on Tuesday evening as
one of self-discovery.

Frederick spoke to members of the
media just minutes after she staved
off competition from six delegates to
capture the coveted title of Queen of
Carnival 2026.

She said the possibilities are endless
for anyone seeking to challenge them-
selves through pageantry, giving in-
sight into her own experience.

“This journey has really allowed me
to discover parts of myself that I did
not know existed. I would encourage
any young woman out there to go and
take a chance,” Zaine stated.

Tuesday evening’s competition was
made up of five judged segments un-

der the theme, ‘Feel the Rhythm of
Pageantry’.

Frederick, delegate number seven,
who was sponsored by Furniture Gal-
lery, won Best Interview, Best Per-
forming Talent, and Staying True to
the Theme, expressing satisfaction
that her hard work has paid off.

“When you know that you have put in
the work, you kind of have this sense
of confidence that you’re going to do
well,” the beauty queen declared. “I
will not say that I looked forward to
winning or I expected to win because
the competition was a great one. But |
know the work that I put in, and I'm
just glad that the results rather turned
out to be exactly what I expected”.

Asked who or what served as her in-
spiration, Zaine Frederick spoke of her

young sister and the mission she is on
to serve as her role model.

Looking ahead, she intends to repre-
sent Antigua and Barbuda regionally,
while at the same time expanding her
platform and placing emphasis on en-
trepreneurship.

“I’m a young entrepreneur myself,
and I would have seen the capabilities
that owning my own business has pro-
vided for me. I’'m more confident and
I’'m independent, and I believe that is
something that every young girl out
there should be able to experience.,”
Frederick noted.

In addition to the Queen of Carnival
title, Zaine Frederick, a graduate of
The University of the West Indies Five
Islands Campus, is the reigning Miss
Saint John’s Rural West.
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CHOGM National Taskforce Launches “Dual Thresholds”
Public Art Initiative Ahead of CHOGM 2026

As Antigua and Barbuda prepares to
welcome the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2026
the CHOGM National Taskforce has
officially launched Dual Thresholds a
landmark public art initiative that cel-
ebrates the nation’s cultural identity
while symbolizing the unity, diversity
and enduring partnerships of the Com-
monwealth’s 56 member states.

The exhibition will feature 28 free-
standing, double-sided door creat-
ing 56 individual artistic canvases
each representing one Commonwealth
member state. Together the doors will
form a powerful visual representation
of the Commonwealth family inter-
preted through the artistic and cultural
lens of Antigua and Barbuda.

Designed and executed by Antiguan
and Barbudan artists each artwork
will draw inspiration from the nation’s
landscapes, heritage, history, ecology
and material culture showcasing the
creativity and cultural richness of An-
tigua and Barbuda.

As part of the official launch of Dual
Thresholds two doors were unveiled
during the launch of Art Week fa-
cilitated by the Antigua and Barbuda
Tourism Authority offering the public
a first look at the creativity and artistic
excellence that will define the full ex-
hibition.
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The showcased pieces highlight the
exceptional talent of Antiguan and
Barbudan artists Heather Doram
and Dylan Elias Phillips whose dis-
tinctive artistic expressions reflect the
depth diversity and cultural heritage
of Antigua and Barbuda’s vibrant cre-
ative community.

To bring this ambitious vision to life
the CHOGM National Taskforce is
launching a National Door Donation
Drive.

The Taskforce is inviting donations
of new or gently used wooden doors
from homeowners, businesses, hotels,
schools, contractors and construction
projects across Antigua and Barbuda.
Each donated door will become part
of a lasting public art installation and
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contribute to the cultural legacy of
CHOGM 2026.

Members of the public wishing to
contribute to this historic initiative
may donate doors at The Barracks
or Quay Studios at Redcliffe Quay.
For further information or to arrange
a donation please contact Dylan Elias
Phillips at (268) 780-7618 or Khan
Cordice at (268) 727-8712.

The CHOGM National Taskforce en-
courages citizens, residents, business-
es and community partners to support
this national initiative and help bring
Dual Thresholds to life as a lasting
celebration of Antigua and Barbuda’s
creativity, culture and Commonwealth
spirit.
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SJA Makes Lasting Investments With TOW Prize Monies

St. Joseph»s Academy has trans-
formed success in the Taste of Wadadli
Junior Chef Competition into a lasting
investment in the future of its students
with the purchase of two commercial
convection ovens for the schoobs
Home Economics Department.

The ovens were purchased using a
combined EC$12,500 in prize money
earned through the school>s outstand-
ing performances in the competition
over two consecutive years.

In 2023, St. Joseph’s Academy’s rep-

resentative, Azarie Crump, captured
the coveted title of Taste of Wadad-
li Junior Chef Champion, earning
the school’s first-place cash prize
of EC$10,000, generously sponsored
by the Eastern Caribbean Amalgam-
ated Bank (ECAB), the competition’s
official sponsor.

Building on that success, the school
returned to the competition in 2024,
where student Calbert Francis III de-
livered another impressive perfor-
mance, placing fourth and securing an
additional EC$2,500 in prize money.

The school invested its EC$12,500 in
prize money in two commercial con-
vection ovens for its Food and Nu-
trition Department, creating a lasting
benefit for current and future students.
The new equipment will enhance prac-
tical culinary training by providing
access to industry-standard tools and

“lN
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Rudolph Davis (left), Princial of St. Joseph’s Academy, and Michelle Marshall (right), Mar-

keting Manager of Eastern Caribbean Amalgamated Bank (ECAB), with the school’s newly
acquired commercial convection ovens, purchased using prize money earned through the

Taste of Wadadli Junior Chef Competition.

preparing students for careers in the
hospitality industry.

Highlighting the impact the new
equipment will have on classroom
learning, Chanda Joseph, Food and
Nutrition Teacher at St. Joseph’s
Academy, said:

“These new commercial convection
ovens will completely shift how I teach
food and nutrition to my boys. Instead

of just following recipes, we’re now
exploring the science behind why food
cooks the way it does, experimenting
with temperatures, timing, and tech-
niques that bring out the best in every
dish. For competitions, the even heat
and faster cooking mean we can run
full practice menus in record time,
build the speed and consistency that
judges look for.”
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The ‘Stars of Tomorrow’ Gives Recognition to Beneficiaries
Of The Social Protection Board
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Social Protection Board, used
its platform, the Annual Children
Awards Ceremony to recognise the
achievements of graduates from
among the Board’s approximately
400 beneficiaries under the theme
“Stars of Tomorrow.”

The ceremony was chaired by Di-
rector of the Youth Education and
Empowerment Programme (YEEP)
Dr. Troy Allen, and graduates rang-
ing from five-year-old pre-schoolers
to eighteen-year-old tertiary students
filled the room, alongside their par-
ents, guardians, teachers, and mem-
bers of the Social Protection Board’s
sponsor network.

In her opening remarks, Mary Bal-
timore, Operations Manager of the
Social Protection Board, told the
audience that the Board’s work goes
well beyond its monthly stipend pro-
gramme.

“Our commitment extends far be-
yond monetary assistance. We be-
lieve in supporting the whole child
by focusing on education, personal
growth, development, and overall
well-being,” she said.

She thanked the Board’s staff and
sponsors directly for what she called
their “commitment, teamwork, and
tireless effort” in making the day
possible.

Guest speaker Senator Shaquan

O’Neil shared a personal story of re-
silience with the graduates, encour-
aging them to draw strength from the
community around them rather than
face challenges alone.

“Use your story of where you came
from to be better in life. Use your
story to power your future,” he told
students, adding that the road ahead
would not always be easy but that
self-belief and respect for others
would carry them through it.

This year’s Valedictorian, Teeann
John-Jules of the Irene B. Williams
Secondary School, delivered the stu-

dent address, reflecting on the disci-
pline it took to reach graduation.

“There were late nights, tough sub-
jects, and moments where 1 want-
ed to give up, but I kept pushing. 1
learned that showing up, staying or-
ganised, and asking for help makes
all the difference,” she said, encour-
aging younger students still coming
up through the system to stay fo-
cused and trust the process.

Minister of State within the Min-
istry of Social and Urban Transfor-
mation, Kiz Johnson, delivered the
feature address, telling graduates
plainly that circumstance does not
decide outcome.

“Your address does not define you.
Your family’s income does not de-
fine you. The challenges you face do
not define you,” she said, adding that
character, determination, and kind-
ness were what would carry each of
them forward.

Certificates and top student awards

were presented across pre-school,
primary, secondary, and tertiary cat-
egories, with dental certificates and
gift cards contributed by sponsors
including Family Dentistry, Pearl
Dentistry, Ghanem Dental Center,
Signs and Impressions, Harpers,
Paper Clips, Business Systems and
Supplies, and the Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China.
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Sunrise Airways Launches Inaugural Flight
from Antigua to Barbados

The inaugural Sunrise Airways flight
from V.C. Bird International Airport in
Antigua to

GrantleyAdams International Airport

in Barbados departed on Wednesday
July 22nd, diversifying the regional
travel markets for both destinations

Senior members from the Ministry of
Tourism and the Antigua and Barbuda
Tourism

Authority, including the Minister of
State in the Ministry of Tourism the
Honourable Michael Freeland, Tour-
ism Authority CEO Colin James, and
Director of tourism for the Caribbean
and Latin America Shermain Jeremy,
were on board to commemorate the
launch of the new route.

Sunrise Airways Chief Executive
Officer Garry Stone and Chairman
Philippe Bayard were also present to
mark the occasion. The flight depart-
ed Antigua and Barbuda at 10:45 a.m.
and arrived at Grantley Adams Inter-
national Airport at midday.

Upon arrival, the Antiguan delega-
tion was welcomed by senior repre-
sentatives of the Barbados Tourism
Marketing Inc., underscoring the
enduring diplomatic relationship be-
tween the two nations and their con-
tinued commitment to strengthening
regional connectivity.

Minister of State in the Ministry of
Tourism, Transportation and Civil
Aviation, Michael Freeland, speaking
during the welcome ceremony, said the
inaugural flight represents yet anoth-
er example of the collaborative spirit
that Antigua and Barbuda and Barba-
dos has long embraced. The minister

0

further thanked the Board of Sunrise
Airways for their continued support of
Antigua and Barbuda as a destination,
to which Sunrise CEO confirmed, the
Airline “remains committed to Anti-
gua and Barbuda as a regional travel

I' Thursdays,
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The introduction of Sunrise Airways’
new service expands options for inter-
regional travel and represents another
important step toward a more connect-
ed and united Caribbean.
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Senator O’ Donoghue Launches “Your Future Is
Yours” Award to Inspire Young Dreamers

Seventy-one students were honoured
during Villa Primary School’s 2026
Graduation Ceremony, but for one
graduate, the occasion was marked by
a special recognition designed to in-
spire a lifetime of ambition and pos-
sibility.

Senator Angelica O’Donoghue, an
alumna of Villa Primary School, pre-
sented the inaugural “Your Future Is
Yours” Award to graduate Nerissa
Harris, recognizing her for embodying
“the courage to dream, the determina-
tion to achieve, and the belief that your
future has no limits”.

Selected by the school’s teachers from
among the graduating class of 71 stu-
dents, Nerissa was chosen as the stu-
dent who best exemplified persever-
ance, character, and the determination
to succeed despite life’s challenges.

More than a commemorative plaque,
the award also included sponsorship
of Nerissa’s registration fees to attend
Princess Margaret Secondary School,
where she earned placement through
the National Assessment, along with
financial assistance toward the pur-
chase of her school uniforms.

Senator O’Donoghue explained that
while she has previously sponsored
awards at her alma mater, she wanted
to establish something that celebrates
students whose dreams are matched by
resilience and determination.

“Success isn’t defined by where you
begin or the obstacles you face. It is
defined by your willingness to dream,

to persevere, and to keep believing that
your future belongs to you. I wanted
this award to recognize a child who
embodies that spirit and to remind
them that someone believes in their
potential.”

She added that investing in young
people is one of the most meaningful
ways to strengthen communities and
create opportunities for the next gen-
eration.

Guardian of the award recipient,
Tahna Weston, expressed heartfelt
gratitude to Senator O’Donoghue,
thanking her not only for the sponsor-
ship but also for believing in Nerissa’s

abilities and investing in her future.

Senator O’Donoghue also presented
a laptop computer to Top Graduating
Girl and Salutatorian, Jaedah Baird,
recognizing her outstanding academ-
ic achievement and encouraging her
continued pursuit of excellence as she
transitions to secondary school.

The Senator Angelica O’Donoghue
“Your Future Is Yours” Award is ex-
pected to become an annual presenta-
tion, recognizing Villa Primary School
graduates who demonstrate courage,
determination, and the belief that their
future has no limits.

Open Daily -
12:00pm - 10:30pm
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BEST PERFORMING TALENT
DELEGATE #7 ZAINE FREDERICK
MISS FURNITURE GALLERY

BEST COSTUME
DELEGATE #4 — CHRISTINE POWELL
MISS ACB CARIBBEAN

BEST EVENING WEAR
DELEGATE #6 -AALIYAH TAYLOR
, MISS COOL AND SMOOTH

BEST INTERVIEW
DELEGATE #7 — ZAINE FREDERICK
‘MISS FURNITURE GALLERY

”~ TRUE TO THEME

DELEGATE #7 — ZAINE FREDERICK
MISS FURNITURE GALLERY

Antigua’s Carnival Festivals Commission 0 @antiguacarnival . @antiguacarnival @antiguafestivalsofficial
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2ND RUNNER UP
DELEGATE #6 -AALIYAH TAYLOR S &
MISS COOL AND SMOOTH

ISTRUNNERUP
DELEGATE # 4 — CHRISTINE POWELL
MISS ACB CARIBBEAN

WINNER
DELEGATE # 7 — ZAINE FREDERICK
MISS FURNITURE GALLERY

@Mﬁgua'anmlvalFasﬁvqlsc mmis 0 @antiguacarnival . @antiguacarnival @antiguafestivalsofficial
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UNJUDGED AWARDS

MISS PHOTOGENIC
DELEGATE # 3 - QUEENELLA WILLIAMS
MISS ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA PORT AUTHORITY

MISS CONGENIALITY
[ DELEGATE #1- DENESHA SAMUEL- MISS LIAT AIR

PEOPLE CHOICE AWARD
» DELEGATE #1 — DENESHA SAMUEL — MISS LIAT AIR

BEST SWIMWEAR

DELEGATE # 4 — CHRISTINE POWELL
MISS ACB CARIBBEAN
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RHYME AND RESOLVE: CLIMATE CALLS

Geed Humans
268 Inc

Our Planet, Our Responsibility

The earth is speaking soft today,
Yet louder with each passing day.
The winds are changing, tides arise,
A warning written in our skies.

The forests whisper, oceans cry,
The smoke keeps reaching ever high.
The coral fades beneath the sea,
While asking, “What will become of me?”

The rivers carry more than rain,
They carry plastic, waste and pain.
The mountains stand but slowly sigh,

As countless species wave goodbye.

Yet hope is never far away,
It’s found in choices made each day.
Not only grand, not only new,
But in the little things we do.

A bottle placed inside the bin,
May start a change that grows within.
A can recycled, glass restored,
Becomes tomorrow’s new reward.

A compost pile instead of waste,
Means nothing precious goes to waste.
The scraps we thought were good as gone,
Can help new life keep growing on.

A tree today provides tomorrow,
A shade for joy, relief from sorrow.
Its branches dance against the breeze,
Its roots protect both land and seas.

The climate isn’t just a chart,
It’s every beating human heart.
It’s every farmer watching skies,
And every child with hopeful eyes.

It’s every fisherman at dawn,
Who wonders where the fish have gone.
It’s every family forced to flee,
From storms that reshape land and sea.

We’ve watched the hurricanes grow strong,
Their seasons stretching deep and long.
We’ve seen the droughts consume the land,
While empty rivers cross the sand.

We’ve seen the flooding take control,
Leaving scars on every soul.
The earthquakes shake beneath our feet,
Reminding us our world is deep.

But still there stands a brighter way,
If we begin our work today.
For change is built with hand in hand,
Across each nation, sea and land.
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The schools can teach, the youth can lead,
Communities can plant the seed.
Businesses can play their part,

With innovation, mind and heart.

Governments can choose to stand,
Protecting sea as well as land.
Policies that look ahead,

Instead of words that stay unsaid.

Tourists too can help us grow,
By caring where they choose to go.
Respect the beaches, reefs and bays,
Leave only footprints through your days.

Hotels can lessen what they throw,
And watch sustainability grow.
Restaurants can compost more,

Instead of sending scraps offshore.

Waste is not the end we fear,
But often opportunity near.
The things we throw, the things we waste,
Still hold tremendous hidden grace.

A bottle isn’t simply trash,
Nor cans that sparkle with a flash.
Glass can live another life,

Reducing mining, easing strife.

Food can nourish soils once more,
Instead of filling landfill’s core.
Every choice begins to show,
The kind of future we will know.

Climate conscious is a choice,
A daily action, not a voice.
Not only speeches, plans or praise,
But countless ordinary days.

It’s switching off an empty light,

Protecting stars that fill the night.
It’s carrying bottles you reuse,
And thinking first before you choose.

It’s asking questions, seeking more,
Of what our actions stand for.
It’s seeing value where we tread,
Not simply what gets thrown instead.

Because this planet isn’t ours,
To use until its final hours.
We borrow it from those to be,
From every child we’ll never see.

Our children deserve skies of blue,
Clean oceans sparkling into view.

They deserve forests standing tall,

And wildlife thriving through it all.

So let us answer nature’s call,
Before we stumble, before we fall.
For every action, great or small,
Still echoes through the lives of all.

The future isn’t built someday,
It’s shaped by choices made today.
So stand with hope, let courage bloom,
And never make the earth your tomb.

Be climate conscious, proud and wise,
See possibility arise.
For when we choose to care as one,
The greatest victories are won.

One heart can start, one voice can guide,
One dream can spread both far and wide.
Together let this message ring—
Protect the earth, protect everything.

PAGE 19
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Kim Poole Brings Soul-Fusion to Antigua

The performing artivist arrives for Emancipation Watch Night and begins a new musical journey into

the sounds of Carnival.

International performing artivist
Kim Poole is bringing her distinc-
tive Soul-Fusion sound to Antigua
and Barbuda during the nation’s
192nd Emancipation celebrations,
arriving at a moment when history,
reparations and the vibrant energy
of Carnival meet.

Poole will perform at the Emanci-
pation Watch Night service along-
side Sir Hilary Beckles, Chair of the
CARICOM Reparations Commis-
sion and one of the world’s leading
reparations scholars and elders. On
Friday 31st July from 8pm at the
Botanical Gardens, the gathering
will unite music, cultural memory,
historical reflection and the continu-
ing call for justice across the Carib-
bean and the wider African world.

For Poole, the invitation is both a
performance opportunity and the
beginning of a new musical explora-
tion. Her music has always reflect-
ed the journey she is living. As that
journey now turns toward the Carib-
bean, she is ready to listen for the
rhythms, voices and creative energy
that make Antigua and Barbuda dis-
tinctive.

Her musical style, which she calls
Soul-Fusion, moves freely across
soul, African diasporic rhythms,
spiritual expression, spoken word,
jazz, movement and cultural story-
telling. Rather than treating musical
traditions as fixed categories, Poole
allows the places, people and expe-
riences she encounters to shape the
next chapter of her sound.

Antigua and Barbuda offers a rich
environment for that evolution. The
island’s musical landscape carries
the pulse of calypso, soca, steelpan,

Kim Poole

drumming, Carnival procession, sa-
cred gathering and African-Caribbe-
an memory. Poole arrives not only
to share her own music, but also to
listen—to local musicians, cultural
bearers, storytellers and the rhythms
moving through the island during
Carnival season.

That spirit of exchange is central to
her work as an artivist. Her perfor-
mances connect music to questions
of identity, freedom, cultural inher-
itance and collective possibility.
She approaches the stage as a place
where audiences can experience joy
while also confronting the histories
that continue to shape African-de-
scended communities.

Her Emancipation Watch Night
appearance carries particular sig-
nificance. Sir Hilary Beckles will
offer the historical and intellectual
grounding of the reparations move-
ment, while Poole’s performance

will engage 1ts emotional, spiritual
and creative dimensions. Together,
their presence reflects the many lan-
guages through which reparations
must be understood: policy, histo-
ry, scholarship, memory, music and
lived cultural experience.

Poole’s arrival just in time for Car-
nival also places her within one of
the Caribbean’s most powerful tra-
ditions of cultural survival. Carnivall
is celebration, but it is also testimo-
ny. Its music, masquerade, move-
ment and public gathering carry the
histories of people who transformed
restriction into expression and an-
cestral memory into new forms of
freedom.

For Poole, these are not simply
sounds to borrow. They are living
cultural languages to encounter with|
respect, curiosity and collaboration.
Her time in Antigua and Barbuda
may become part of future compo-
sitions as she continues developing
music shaped by her travels through-
out Global Africa.

As Antigua and Barbuda commem-
orates 192 years of Emancipation,
Kim Poole arrives ready to contrib-
ute her voice—and to discover what
the island may add to her own. The
result may be more than a single per-
formance. It may be the beginning
of a new sound: Soul-Fusion meet-
ing the spirit of Antigua, the move-
ment of Carnival and the continuing
music of freedom.

“My future music will reflect my
current journey, and now it is time to,
include the Carnival vibes. I'm look-
ing for the sounds of the islands, and
Antigua is a great place to start.”

— Kim Poole
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Death toll from Guyana hoating tragedy nears 50

The death toll from last Saturday’s
boating disaster has risen to 41, with
eight more people rescued as the
search continues along Guyana’s Es-
sequibo Coast, the Guyana Govern-
ment said in a statement Tuesday.

It said 14 bodies had been recovered
and 77 people rescued as of 2 p.m. lo-
cal time, with 16 vessels deployed in
the wreckage area as the search-and-
rescue operation continued.

Guyana President Irfaan Ali, yester-
day, proclaimed three days of national
mourning beginning July 22.

The Government estimates that 179

people, including 18 crew members,
were aboard the 87-year-old vessel
when it went down almost 10 miles
from the Essequibo Coast late Satur-
day night.

The official manifest listed 116 pas-
sengers and a 17-member crew. The
captain and another crew member
have since been detained as investiga-
tions continue into the circumstances
that led to the tragedy.

“The designated search area has been
expanded by an additional 400 square
miles, extending up to Waini Point,
to maximise the likelihood of locat-
ing any remaining persons,” the gov-
ernment statement said, adding that
French and local divers were continu-
ing underwater search-and-recovery
operations at the wreckage site.

“The identification of recovered bod-
ies is currently being undertaken by
family members at Suddie Hospital,”
the statement read. It added that stake-
holders involved in the operation had
been advised that any bodies retrieved
during search-and-rescue or recov-
ery operations should be immediately
transferred to the custody of the Guy-
ana Police Force at the established fa-
cility at Charity River Dam.

In the proclamation, Ali said, “The
tragic loss of lives, arising from the di-
saster involving the M.V. Barima has

brought profound and widespread sor-
row and immeasurable grief through-
out our nation.

“At this time of deep national sad-
ness, as we pause to honour the mem-
ory of those who have lost their lives,
to stand with their families, to offer
comfort to survivors, and to demon-
strate our collective compassion and

solidarity.”

He said that during the period of na-
tional mourning, all national flags of
Guyana would be flown at half-mast
on government buildings, public in-
stitutions, and other appropriate loca-
tions throughout the country as a mark
of respect and remembrance for those
whose lives were lost. (CMC)

Pilates Instructor Wanted

Join Ciba Fitness! We’re seeking a passionate, profession-
al Pilates Instructor to deliver exceptional reformer and mat
classes in a welcoming, client-focused studio. Certification
and excellent communication skills required. Competitive
compensation, ongoing development, and a supportive team
environment. Apply today and inspire movement, strength,
and confidence.

GENERATOR RENTALS

GENERATORS FOR RENT

150KVA single phase 3wire.120/240v.
S50KVA single phase 3wire 120/240v.

CONTACT:

THE ELECTRIC CONNECTION.
PAYNTERS.
Telephone: 462-6615 Or 727-0300
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Venezuela’s Nicolas Maduro trial date set for next June

A start date has been set for the crim-
inal trial of Nicolas Maduro on drug
trafficking charges.

Maduro, 63, and his wife, Cilia
Flores, 69, have been held at a Brook-
lyn jail ever since U.S. forces seized
them from their Caracas home in a
stunning raid in the middle of the night
and brought them to New York in early
January.

Both have pleaded not guilty. They
face potential life prison sentences if
a jury agrees that they were part of a
conspiracy to send cocaine into the
U.S.

He and his wife were in court on
Wednesday. Maduro was wearing a
tan prison outfit and sneakers. He was
not handcuffed.

President Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration has defended the raid as a “sur-
gical law enforcement operation” in
a criminal case first brought six years
ago. Maduro has called himself a pris-
oner of war and his capture a kidnap-
ping.

U.S. prosecutors say Maduro carried
out a conspiracy to move thousands of
tons of cocaine into the U.S. by col-
luding with Venezuelan law enforce-
ment to help drug kingpins.

“I am not guilty. I am a decent man,
the constitutional president of my
country,” he said in Spanish at his ar-
raignment in January.

Maduro’s lawyer, Barry Pollack, has
said he expects to contest the legality
of Maduro’s “military abduction.”

The lawyers have said there are com-
plex legal defenses that the court must
address before a trial can begin.

Maduro and Flores have not asked to
be released on bail.

A group of protesters gathered out-
side the courthouse in downtown
Manhattan, with some waving plac-
ards that read: “Free President Madu-
ro.” Some of the protesters accused the
U.S. government of pursuing fabricat-
ed charges against Maduro.

”This is what the U.S. has always
done with coups and assassinations,”
said Ché¢ Marino of Workers World
Party, a Marxist-Leninist communist

party. (NBC)
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CXC to conduct regional sensitisation on SBA reform

The Caribbean Examinations Coun-

cil (CXC) will be conducting sensiti-
sation sessions across its 21-member
territories to assist stakeholders with
understanding the recently announced
reform to its School Based Assessment
(SBA) framework.

Speaking in an interview with JIS
News, Director of Operations at CXC,
Dr Nicole Manning, said the organisa-
tion will provide additional informa-
tion to help teachers, students and oth-
er stakeholders navigate the transition.

“We are aware that persons are not
so familiar with the paper 32 because
they may not have been so engaged.
But it exists. It’s on our website,” she
said.

Recently the CXC announced that
candidates  pursuing  non-practi-
cal-based subjects will transition from
the traditional SBA to Paper 032,
which will be conducted under exam-
ination conditions with adjustments to

preserve elements of extended and re-
flective learning.

Candidates will receive their assess-
ment topics approximately one month
in advance and be allowed to carry ref-
erence notes to the exam.

Dr Manning stressed that the sensiti-
sation programme will also provide an
opportunity for CXC to address ques-
tions and concerns from stakeholders
across the region.

Additionally, it will issue frequently
asked questions, conduct live webi-
nars and work through local registrars
to provide guidance on the reforms.

This approach is intended to ensure
that students, teachers and parents are
adequately informed about the chang-
es and understand how the revised as-
sessment framework will operate.

The director is encouraging stake-
holders to engage with CXC as the re-
forms are implemented, noting that the

organisation will continue its commu-
nication efforts across the region.

The reforms are aimed at strengthen-
ing the integrity of CXC qualifications
amid the growing use of Generative
Artificial Intelligence and other tech-
nological developments affecting as-
sessment.

Caribbean Secondary Education Cer-
tificate (CSEC) students will have the
option of completing either the SBA or
Paper 032 in 2027 before full imple-
mentation of Paper 032 in non-practi-
cal-based subjects in 2028.

Meanwhile, Caribbean Advanced
Proficiency Examination (CAPE) can-
didates will transition to Paper 032 for
non-practical-based subjects effective
May-June 2027.

Dr Manning is encouraging stake-
holders to review the available infor-
mation, including the syllabus and
specimen papers, to gain a better un-
derstanding of the assessment. (JIS)
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Efforts to refloat sunken Guyanese vessel

to begin Wednesday

-—

The Guyana Government says it will
begin operations at midday on Wednes-
day to refloat the sunken MV Barima
using specialised flotation equipment
as rescue and recovery efforts enter a
critical new phase.

The MV Barima capsized Saturday
night, resulting so far in the deaths of
53 people, including 15 children and
the rescue of 76 others.

Authorities say the search continues
for the estimated 70 people still un-
accounted for after the 87-year-old
vessel sank as it made its way from
Georgetown to Port Kaituma, a small
village within the Barima-Waini ad-
ministrative region of the country.

“We are continuing all night. There
is a plan also being discussed now be-
tween the technical people, the Coast
Guard and the expertise that came in.
We are going to try to activate that
plan by midday tomorrow,” Presi-
dent Irfaan Ali said during a late-night
briefing on Tuesday with families of

-

)

He assured them that technical teams
and emergency responders would con-
tinue working around the clock until
every possible effort has been exhaust-
ed. He said the operation will involve
using flotation devices in an effort to
move the vessel from the seabed.

President Ali said it allows respond-
ers greater access to continue the res-
cue and recovery mission and that ad-
ditional divers and specialised assets
are scheduled to arrive early Wednes-
day to support the operation.

Ali said teams from the Guyana
Defence Force Coast Guard, police,
private sector partners and civilian
volunteers will maintain their search
throughout the night.

President Ali said the Government
has utilised advanced seabed mapping
technology, with support from Exxon-
Mobil, to determine the vessel’s exact

m

those still missing following the mari-
time tragedy.

position and guide recovery efforts.
The survey revealed that the vessel is
resting on its starboard side on the sea-
bed, with its stern closest to the shore-
line.

“We have not ruled out rescue just
yet,” he told the families.

The official manifest had 116 passen-
gers and a 17-member crew but the
authorities said that as many as 179
passengers and crew may have been
on board the vessel.

Guyana’s Prime Minister Mark Phil-
lips said that “based on the fact that
they had 179 passengers on board...
there is a likelihood that they may en-
counter more bodies there”.

“But right now, the focus and the con-
centration is on searching and recov-
ering as much as possible bodies from
the vessel,” Phillips said, adding that
the authorities are also facilitating the
release of bodies to loved ones. (CMC)
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Cause of Nolan Wells’ death still unknown, initial
results of independent autopsy show

The cause and way in which Missis-
sippi teenager Nolan Wells died after
going missing earlier this month are
still unknown following a preliminary
independent autopsy.

The body of Wells, 18, was found in
the water near Horn Island two days
after he did not return with friends
from a boating trip there on 4 July.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office
said they did not suspect foul play, but
Wells’ family requested an indepen-
dent autopsy to address what they say
are ‘“‘serious, unanswered questions
about the circumstances that left No-

lan alone on the island and about how
he died”.

Initial findings from the autopsy show
foul play cannot be ruled out, the fami-
ly’s lawyer said on Wednesday.

Ben Crump told a press conference
that the exam had found some red dis-
coloration on the back of the teenag-
er’s head, the cause of which has not
been determined.

The examiner, forensic pathologist
Dr Roger Mitchell, did note there were
no wounds on the skin or fractures of
the skull in the area.

Mitchell, according to Crump, could
not determine if there was any bruis-
ing on Wells’ body because it had been
too decomposed, nor could he tell if
Wells was conscious or unconscious
when he went into the water.

If Wells did drown, determining how
he got into the water and whether or
not he was conscious or unconscious
when he did so is the “crux of the mat-
ter,” Crump said.

Mitchell’s autopsy report also stated
that parts of Wells’ throat had been
held back following the initial autop-
sy, which is standard practice if there
are any concerns.

“Therefore, this pathologist cannot
rule out injury to the neck as a con-

tributing a contributor or a cause of
death,” said Crump.

Mitchell also noted that the original
toxicology results had not yet been re-
ceived.

“We have more questions than an-
swers at this time,” said the lawyer,
who specialises in wrongful death
lawsuits.

The results from an initial autop-
sy carried out by the Jackson County
Coroner have not yet been released.
The BBC has contacted them for com-
ment.

Crump and the Wells family have
questioned conflicting reports that
have surfaced in the time since Wells
went missing.

His mother Christine Wonsley was
the first to raise the alarm that her
son, who played American football
at Southwest Mississippi Communi-

e i R ke bt bt e p—

ty College and was described by his
coach as a “happy-go-lucky kid”, had
gone missing after he did not return on
the evening of 4 July.

She said she was bothered that her
son’s mobile phone and car keys had
been found with his friends after they
returned from Horn Island and felt
“uncomfortable” about the police say-
ing her son had accidentally drowned.

Crump has also questioned this, say-
ing: “This is a kid who knew how to
swim.”

“It is our hope that our local author-
ities will do what they need to do,
because us having the preliminary
autopsy results and hearing nothing
from them — it’s heartbreaking, and
it’s concerning,” Wonsley said on
Wednesday. “Which again is why we
are here, why we have asked for this
help.” (BBC)
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France records over 5,700 excess deaths in June heatwave

France recorded 5,764 more deaths
than usual during a record-breaking
heatwave last month, health authori-
ties said on Wednesday, describing the
excess mortality among people aged
15 and older as “unprecedented”.

It was the highest excess mortality
rate during a heatwave in the coun-
try since a devastating episode of
high temperatures in 2003 that killed
around 15,000 people, they added.

Three heatwaves have swept across
France since May, the latest in increas-
ingly frequent such extreme weather
events that scientists have linked to
man-made climate change.

The soaring temperatures caused hav-
oc in a country where many homes,
schools and hospitals are not designed
for heat and do not have air condition-
ing.

They have also dried up riverbeds
and sparked wildfires, including one
that last week ravaged a tenth of the
vast UNESCO-listed forest of Fon-

tainebleau outside Paris.

The extra deaths between June 17 and
July 2 this year were due to “all caus-
es” — none yet clearly linked to the
heat, Santé Publique France said, say-
ing final figures would be published in
the autumn.

In comparison, the country report-
ed 5,722 excess fatalities linked to
high temperatures between June and
mid-September last year.

Of the excess deaths last month,
around two-thirds were people aged

75 or older, while less than a fifth were
aged 45 to 64.

Half passed away in just three days
from June 25 to 27.

France last month recorded its hot-
test June since records began in 1947
with a heatwave that saw temperatures
spike above 40C in many places.

The average temperatures on June 24
and 25, 2026, were the highest ever
recorded in France, all months com-
bined.

T“

Deaths in the Paris region rose by 80
per cent, Santé Publique France said,
after saying last week they doubled in
the week of June 22 to 28.

During that last week of June, four
young children died across France af-
ter finding themselves trapped in boil-
ing hot cars.

This did not however, appear to affect
official death rates for that age catego-

ry.
At least 300 more people died than

usual during an uncommonly early
first heatwave in May.

Scientists have said human-caused
climate change was “unequivocally”
responsible for the intensity of the
heatwave that battered Europe in late
June.

Of the 53 heatwaves recorded nation-
wide from 1947 until late June, half
have occurred since 2010, according
to national met office Meteo-France.
(AFP)
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Michelin-starred restaurateur faces jail for using
ants as dessert garnish

South Korean prosecutors sought a
one-year jail term for the owner of a
Michelin-starred restaurant accused of
using ants as a dessert garnish, local
media reported.

Ants are not among the 10 insect spe-
cies approved for human consumption
under the country’s laws. The approved
list includes grasshoppers, locusts and
two-spotted crickets, among others.

Prosecutors on Monday also asked
that the restaurant, which holds two
Michelin stars, be fined 20 million Ko-
rean won ($13,510; £10,100).

The owner admitted to serving
ants but argued that they were used
in a “small part” of the restaurant’s
15-course menu — as a topping for sor-
bets — and that diners were told they
could opt for non-ant toppings.

The case came to light after officials
from the Ministry of Food and Drug
Safety found reviews that diners had
posted online with photographs of

dishes sprinkled with ants.

Investigators estimate that some
49,000 ants, imported from the US and
Thailand, were used in several dishes
over four years.

Health authorities also found that the
restaurant used ants that “contained up
to 55 times more heavy metals than
typical edible insects”, according to a
report on The Chosun Daily.

South Korean authorities consider
several criteria in deciding whether in-
sects can be approved as food. These
include food safety risks, toxicity, nu-
tritional value, and whether they can
be bred and processed hygienically.

In its defence the restaurant owner
argued that just 60% of diners had opt-
ed to try the ants, while the rest were
served alternatives like fermented vin-
egar and edible flowers.

He added that restaurants in other
countries, such as Australia, Denmark
and the UK, also use ants as ingredi-

ents.

Court documents did not name the
restaurant nor its owner. Ten restau-
rants in South Korea, all located in
capital city Seoul, have been awarded
two Michelin stars.

The Michelin Guide awards up to
three stars to eateries based on ingre-
dient quality, flavour mastery, cooking
technique, chef’s personality and con-
sistency.

Two stars denote restaurants that do
“excellent cooking” and are “worth a
detour”, according to Michelin’s crite-
ria.

The court is set to deliver its verdict
on 2 September.

Ants are eaten, sometimes even val-
ued as a delicacy, in several Asian,
African and Latin American cultures.
Weaver ants and their eggs are used in
Thai and Cambodian cooking, while
in Colombia, queen ants are as prized
as caviar. (BBC)
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Five teams to battle in MDBA Youth Summer
Invitational Splash

The anticipation is reaching its
climax for the 3rd Annual MDBA
Youth Summer Basketball Invita-
tional Splash Tournament, which
is slated to take place at the JSC
Sports Complex from August 11
to 15.

This year, five sensational youth
development teams are ready and
eager to light up the island in an
exciting summer basketball show-
down.

Representing the Spanish com-
munity in Antigua and Barbuda
will be Jr. Spanish Lava, who will
be making their first appearance in
the tournament. They are expected
to be one of the most exciting and
well-supported teams throughout
the competition.

Also returning from the famous
Noel “Nyah” Roberts Park, better
known as the Lower Ottos Basket-
ball Court, are the Dadli Ballers.
This will be their second appear-
ance in the tournament, and they
will be looking to accomplish
greater things this time around.

Under the guidance of Byron
Andrew, the household name Wa-
dadli Elites will be making their
tournament debut as they seek
to capture the championship on
home soil in this youth summer
basketball battle.

The Wadadli Elites are well
known for creating a storm wher-
ever they compete, so fans can
certainly expect plenty of excite-
ment from this talented squad.

From the Spice Isle of Grenada,
the MDBA tournament proudly

The Dadli Ballers youth basketball team

welcomes the Kevin Cox Basket-
ball Academy (KCBA) Knights
for their first outing in the tourna-
ment.

KCBA Knight’s coach Kevin
Cox is a remarkable basketball
icon in Grenada, and the MDBA
tournament looks forward to see-
ing the outstanding young talent
developed through the Knights’
programme as they aim to make
a strong statement in this year’s
competition.

Returning as the defending cham-
pions are the Antiguan Ballers,
who reclaimed the crown from the
Bajan Ballers from Barbados and
will now attempt to defend their
title.

Coached by Cedric “Supa” David
and his staff, the Antiguan Ballers

will have to outplay these hungry
challengers, who have nothing to
lose, and lift a second champion-
ship trophy in this year’s show-
down.

After conducting a small analysis
among the participating teams, the
Wadadli Elites are slight favorites
to win the tournament. Close be-
hind are the Antiguan Ballers and
the KCBA Knights from Grena-
da, while Jr. Spanish Lava and the
Dadli Ballers are also expected to
make a strong push.

Of course, predictions only go
so far. The only way to find out
who will be crowned champions
is when the battle begins on Au-
gust 11 in what promises to be an
unforgettable summer basketball
showdown.
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Willock gets first win in Masters Division in
ABDA draughts tourne

—

The nation’s top player, Bernard
“Premier” Willock, recorded his
first win in the Masters Division
on the second day of the Antigua
and Barbuda Draughts Associa-
tion’s (ABDA) Cool and Smooth
Invitational Tournament at the
Gray’s Green Community Basket-
ball Court, also known as Knockle
Block.

After being held to a 3-3 draw by
St. Clair Josiah in his opening en-
counter, Willock rebounded to pull
off a commanding 7-1 victory over
Marvin “Bruce” Gray in his second
match at the invitational draughts
tournament on Tuesday night.

Anthony “Tony” Gomes also re-
corded his first win in two match-
es in the Masters Division. After
battling to a 4-4 draw with Marvin
“Bruce” Gray in his first encounter,
Gomes prevailed 6-3 against St.
Clair Josiah in his second match.

Amakusa Jeremiah continued his
successful campaign in the Seniors
Division. After coasting to a 6-3
victory against Eustace “Zocio”
Samuel in his opening encoun-
ter, Jeremiah recorded his second
win in as many matches with a 7-1
drubbing of Tion “Hard GT” Grant.

Although Jeremiah’s unbeaten run
remained intact, he was held to a
3-3 draw by Stevenson “Smoothie”
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West Indies beat New Zealand in final ODI

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados (AP) —
Shimron Hetmyer held his nerve late
in the run chase to make an unbeaten
69 and steer West Indies to a two-wick-
et win over New Zealand in the fifth
and final One-Day International (ODI)
at the Kensington Oval in Barbados in
Tuesday night.

New Zealand took the series 3-2,
clinching it in Game 4 after winning
Game 2 by five wickets and Game 3
by six wickets in a comeback follow-
ing West Indies’ seven-wicket victory
in the opening game.

Hetmyer’s fifth ODI half-century and
his fifth-wicket partnership of 95 runs
with Sherfane Rutherford (61) allowed
the West Indies to achieve victory at
269 for eight in 47.3 overs in reply to
New Zealand’s 268 for nine. All five
matches in the series were won by the
team batting second.

When Hetmyer and Rutherford were
together in a fifth-wicket partnership
that built on the foundation set by Shai
Hope (39) and Keacy Carty (20), who
put on 59 for the third wicket, West In-
dies looked like winning with ease.

But the match was a seesawing en-
counter. Rutherford was out when
West Indies was 218 for five, need-
ing 41 to win with almost 10 overs
remaining, and then Gudakesh Motie
fell at 239 for six.

When Jacob Duffy dismissed Mat-
thew Forde (8) and Alzarri Joseph (0)
with consecutive deliveries in the 45th
over, and with 21 runs still needed for
a West Indies win, the complexion of
the match changed again.

New Zealand captain Mitchell Sant-
ner made the unusual decision to take
left-arm spinner Jayden Lennox out of
the attack after he had taken three for
35 from nine overs.

Hetmyer hit two sixes off Duffy in the
47th over and West Indies got home
with 15 balls to spare. Lennox took 14
wickets at an average of 13.6 and was

fifth-wicket partnership against New Zealand during the fifth and final ODI at the Kens-
ington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, on Tuesday, July 21, 2026. (Getty Images)

voted player of the series.

“I wasn’t really thinking about get-
ting a half-century to be honest, I was
just thinking about how ... I can make
sure the team crosses the line,” Het-
myer said.

“Every time a new batter came out |
was just like ‘make sure you’re there
at the end.” I’m just happy that I could
be there to make sure we crossed the
line.”

New Zealand appeared to be heading
for a much bigger total when it was
181 for three in the 35th over and 230
for five with five overs to go.

Will Young made 56, Tom Latham
struck 69, and Nick Kelly scored 64 in
their innings. But the finish was miss-
ing against tight bowling, especially
from Alzarri Joseph, who took two for
38 from his 10 overs.

West Indies’ innings began at more
than eight runs per over through the
first five overs. Then, in a double set-
back, the Windies lost openers Ack-

eem Auguste (34) and Justin Greaves
(22) in the space of five deliveries.

Still, the home team was scoring
at more seven runs per over after 10
overs as Hope and Carty kept up the
pace.

New Zealand began to apply pressure
through the spinners, Carty faced a se-
ries of dot balls and after the West In-
dies reached 118 for two, both players
were dismissed within three overs.

Hope fell to a poor ball from Lennox,
which he tried to hoist over the leg
side field but pulled to Kristian Clarke
coming off the midwicket boundary.

Carty was frustrated to be pinned
down and finally slashed across the
line at a straight ball from Lennox,
which hit his middle stump.

Rutherford stepped up first to revive
the innings and found a like-minded
partner in Hetmyer, who was deter-
mined to be in at the finish.
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Tebas: Infantino should resign for ‘destroying
the football industry’

N

Spain’s Rodri (16) is greeted by FIFA President Gianni Infantin and US President Donald

J. Trump during the presentation ceremony after the World Cup final soccer match be-
tween Spain and Argentina in East Rutherford, New Jersey, near New York, USA, Sunday,

July 19, 2026. (AP)

MADRID (AP) -- Gianni Infanti-
no should resign as head of FIFA for
“destroying the football industry” by
expanding international competitions,
La Liga president Javier Tebas said
Wednesday.

It is not the first time he has lashed out
at Infantino over fixture congestion and
for considering a proposal to expand the
2030 men’s World Cup from 48 teams
to 64.

“Increasing the number of national
teams makes no sense. The football in-
dustry isn’t just the World Cup, which
is the most important event. But not ev-
erything can revolve around the World
Cup,” Tebas told La Gazzetta dello
Sport.

“In my opinion, yes, I think his time
is up,” he said of Infantino. “However,
he has the support of the system and the
federations, so there’s not much more
to add, is there? There’s no opposition
candidate, nobody wants to stand just to
lose. This is the system and it’s rotten at
its core.

“He shouldn’t stay, but he won’t leave.
I’ve heard many people who are against
Infantino. They say it, but then they do
nothing. I don’t know what’s worse, the
silence or the complicity, because those

who stay silent are perfectly aware of
the damage football is suffering.”

South American soccer’s ruling body
CONMEBOL has made an official pro-
posal to expand the 2030 World Cup to
64 teams. The competition is already set
to be the most sprawling edition with
six host nations spread across three con-
tinents.

“It’s national competition that sustains
this sport,” Tebas added. “They are de-
stroying the football industry, which
generates tens of thousands of jobs, for
an event that lasts 40 days and involves
a minority of players.”

He also criticized world football’s gov-
erning body FIFA over the new hydra-
tion breaks implemented at the World
Cup which ended Sunday, as well as the
extended 27-minute halftime interval
— rather than the standard 15 — during
the final that saw Spain defeat Argenti-
na 1-0.

The hydration breaks midway through
each half were introduced to help play-
ers deal with the summer heat in the
United States, Canada and Mexico.

But critics say they had unintend-
ed consequences, ruining the flow of
the game and giving coaches a chance
to tactically shift momentum in their

team’s favour.

“FIFA arranges things as it pleases, for
what it wants, for its own interests —
certainly not for football,” Tebas said.

“Hydration breaks are a lie. We have
them in La Liga, but only when it’s gen-
uinely hot. Here, the pitches in Dallas,
Los Angeles, and Atlanta had air condi-
tioning. It was a lie — and just a break
for advertising.”

Infantino announced in April that he
would run for re-election for a fourth
term as president. The vote for the
2027-2031 period is scheduled for
March 18 in Morocco.

The Football Supporters Europe (FSE)
group also called on the wider soccer
community to hold FIFA to account.

In a statement on its website headlined
“A World Cup that failed supporters”,
the FSE demanded ‘‘structural gover-
nance reforms to hand decision-making
power back to the FIFA Council and
Congress and ensure full consultation
with clubs, leagues, players and sup-
porters.”

It added, “The 2026 World Cup should
have been a celebration of the game and
the supporters who give it life. Instead,
it has too often become a case study in
what is so deeply wrong with football
today.

“From the outset, supporters were
asked to place their trust in FIFA and
“chill”, but it prioritized spectacle and
commercialization over the match-go-
ing experience with key elements of
football’s identity being messed with.
Over the last month, we’ve seen foot-
ball contorted to the whim of Gianni
Infantino and the Trump administration.

“All this created an environment of
confusion and distrust that has severe-
ly damaged the reputation of FIFA, the
World Cup, and the integrity of football
itself.

“The lessons from this World Cup are
clear: FIFA is unfit to govern global
football. The future of the game can-
not rest in the hands of a man, who has
proven yet again that he puts financial
and political interests ahead of the fu-
ture of our game.”
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Antigua Falcons named overseas players for 2026 CPL

The Antigua & Barbuda Falcons have
announced their overseas contingent
ahead of the 2026 Republic Bank Carib-
bean Premier League (CPL), combining
two established international headliners
with a group of specialist bowlers and
rising subcontinental talent.

The overseas signings confirmed
for the upcoming campaign are En-
gland’s Moeen Ali, Sri Lanka’s
Kusal Perera, Milind Kumar of USA,
Canadian Tajinder Singh, and the Paki-
stani duo of Shadab Khan and Sufiyan
Mugeem.

The Falcons’ overseas plans for 2026
have been carefully structured around
player availability. Moeen Ali and
Kusal Perera are fully available for the
entire tournament and will be with the
squad from day one, giving the side a

settled top-order pres-
ence throughout the
campaign.

Milind Kumar and Ta-
jinder Singh will also
link up with the team
at the start of the sea-
son, available for the
first three matches of the
campaign.

Shadab Khan and Su-
fiyan Mugeem  will
be available for seven
matches during the tour-
nament, adding proven
and emerging spin op-
tions to the squad as the
campaign progresses.

Moeen Ali headlines
the signings as one of
white-ball cricket’s most
experienced all-round-
ers. The left-handed bat-
ter and off-spinner was
part of England’s 2019
World Cup and 2022
T20 World Cup-winning
squads and continues to be a highly
sought-after franchise performer de-
spite stepping back from international
duty in 2024.

His ability to bat in the top order and
hold down an over of spin makes him
a valuable all-format asset for the Fal-
cons.

Kusal Perera brings genuine explo-
siveness at the top of the order. The Sri
Lankan left-handed wicketkeeper-bat-
ter, a member of Sri Lanka’s 2014 ICC
World Twenty20-winning squad, is re-
nowned for his aggressive strokeplay
and became the fastest Sri Lankan to
1,000 T20I runs. His powerplay hitting
and glovework add depth and firepower
to the Falcons’ batting order.

Milind Kumar is a right-handed batter
and occasional off-break bowler who

represents the USA national team af-
ter a prolific career in Indian domestic
cricket, including a Ranji Trophy-lead-
ing run tally in 2018-19. His experience
across the franchise circuit and the USA
international setup makes him a reliable
top-order option for the opening phase
of the campaign.

Tajinder Singh is an all-rounder who
bats right-handed and bowls off-spin,
representing Canada on the internation-
al stage. He has built a strong reputation
in North American franchise cricket, in-
cluding standout performances in Major
League Cricket, and joins the Falcons
looking to make an early impact.

Shadab Khan is one of world cricket’s
leading white-ball all-rounders. The
Pakistan vice-captain in T20Is com-
bines classical leg-spin with genuine
lower-order hitting, and has captained
Islamabad United to Pakistan Super
League success. His control, experience
and big-match temperament strengthen
the Falcons’ spin-bowling and finishing
options.

Sufiyan Mugeem joins as one of the
most exciting young spinners in world
cricket. The left-arm wrist-spinner was
named Player of the Tournament at PSL
2026 after finishing as the competition’s
leading wicket-taker for Peshawar Zal-
mi, adding to earlier international expe-
rience in both T201 and ODI cricket for
Pakistan. His wicket-taking threat gives
the Falcons a genuine matchwinner in
the middle overs.

Combined with a core West Indian
contingent led by Fabian Allen and Evin
Lewis, the Falcons’ overseas group
gives the franchise a balanced blend of
experience and emerging talent as they
build their squad for the 2026 Republic
Bank Caribbean Premier League.
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