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Local News

The Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda announces the publication of a 
White Paper on proposals by the Gov-
ernment of the United States concern-
ing the possible reception in Antigua 
and Barbuda of certain third-country 
nationals removed from the United 
States.
The White Paper sets out the back-

ground to the discussions, the issues 
engaged for Antigua and Barbuda, the 
Government’s assessment of the pro-
posals received, and the principles and 
conditions on which any cooperation 
could responsibly be considered.
The Government has determined that 

the matter engages important ques-
tions of sovereignty, legal responsi-
bility, public finance, national secu-
rity, social stability, and Antigua and 
Barbuda’s international obligations. It 
has therefore concluded that the issue 
should be addressed in a clear, orderly, 
and transparent manner.
The White Paper explains that Anti-

gua and Barbuda has approached the 
matter in a spirit of friendship and co-
operation, while making clear that, as a 
small state with limited resources and 
limited absorptive capacity, it cannot 

responsibly accept open-ended ob-
ligations involving persons who are 
not its nationals and whose removal 
is sought by another country.
The Government further announces 

that the White Paper will be laid be-
fore Parliament for debate at a Special 
Session to be convened for that pur-
pose during the week of July 13. This 
will afford Members of Parliament 
the opportunity to consider the matter 
fully and to express their views on an 
issue of national importance.
In taking this step, the Government 

reaffirms its commitment to transpar-
ency, accountability, and informed 
national discussion. Parliamentary 
consideration will ensure that Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s position is exam-
ined in the nation’s highest represen-
tative forum. 
The White Paper is appended to this 

Media Release and will also be made 
available on official Government web-
sites for public access.

Government White Paper on U.S. Proposals Concerning 
Third-Country Nationals to be Tabled in Parliament

1 
 

 
 

Government of Antigua and Barbuda 

 

 

White Paper  
On 

U.S. Proposal for Arrangements  

To transfer Third-Country Nationals Removed from the United States 

Government of Antigua and Barbuda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FRIDAY 03RD JULY 2026

PAGE 3

FRIDAY 03RD JULY 2026

TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Local News

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua and Barbuda – 
July 2, 2026 – Prime Minister the Hon-
ourable Gaston Browne has extended 
warm congratulations to the President 
of the United States of America, the 
Honourable Donald J. Trump, and the 
American people on the occasion of 
the 250th Anniversary of the Indepen-
dence of the United States, to be cele-
brated on July 4, 2026.
In a letter addressed to President 

Trump, Prime Minister Browne de-
scribed the historic milestone as one 
of global significance, noting that it is 
celebrated not only across the United 
States but by freedom-loving people 
around the world.
The Prime Minister reflected on the 

enduring legacy of the Declaration of 
Independence, observing that the prin-
ciples proclaimed in Philadelphia in 
1776—particularly the affirmation of 
the unalienable rights to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness—remain 
among the most influential ideals in 
human history.
“The American founders did not 

merely claim independence for them-
selves; they proclaimed a universal 
principle that became a beacon for 
oppressed peoples everywhere,” the 
Prime Minister wrote.
Prime Minister Browne also ac-

knowledged the profound influence 
those ideals had on Antigua and Bar-
buda’s own journey to nationhood. He 

noted that when Antigua and Barbuda 
achieved Independence on November 
1, 1981, the nation embraced the same 
tradition of self-determination and the 
universal rights championed by the 
American patriots more than two cen-
turies earlier.
The Prime Minister further com-

mended President Trump for the lead-
ership and commitment demonstrated 
in organizing commemorative activi-
ties befitting the historic anniversary. 
He recognized the President’s efforts 
in mobilizing the resources of the 
United States Federal Government to 
ensure that the nation’s 250th anniver-

sary is observed with the grandeur and 
dignity such a landmark deserves.
Prime Minister Browne also con-

veyed prayers for God’s continued 
guidance and blessings upon President 
Trump and the people of the United 
States, expressing the hope that the en-
during flame of liberty first ignited in 
Philadelphia in 1776 will continue to 
shine brightly for generations to come.
Reaffirming the longstanding friend-

ship between Antigua and Barbuda 
and the United States, the Prime Min-
ister emphasized the shared democrat-
ic values, mutual interests, and deep 
people-to-people ties that have char-
acterized the relationship between the 
two countries for decades.
He expressed confidence that the 

partnership between Antigua and Bar-
buda and the United States will con-
tinue to deepen in the years ahead, ad-
vancing cooperation in areas of mutual 
benefit and strengthening the bonds of 
friendship between the peoples of both 
nations.
Prime Minister Browne concluded 

his correspondence by extending his 
warmest congratulations to President 
Trump and the American people on 
this historic occasion, while reaffirm-
ing Antigua and Barbuda’s commit-
ment to maintaining and expanding 
the close bilateral relationship enjoyed 
by both countries.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne Congratulates President Donald Trump and 
the American People on the 250th Anniversary of U.S. Independence

President of the United States of America, 
the Honourable Donald J. Trump
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Local News

The Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda has approved a sweeping pack-
age of healthcare investments aimed at 
modernising the Sir Lester Bird Med-
ical Centre (SLBMC), including the 
purchase of new medical equipment, 
expanded ophthalmic services, a 24-
hour pharmacy, and the introduction 
of advanced diagnostic technology.
The decisions were taken during this 

week’s Cabinet meeting after Minister 
for Health, Michael Joseph, presented 
a comprehensive plan outlining the 
hospital’s most pressing equipment 
and infrastructure needs.
Cabinet authorised the Ministry of 

Health to begin negotiations with a fi-
nancial institution to secure a EC$14 
million loan to finance the acquisition 
of critical medical equipment and tech-
nological upgrades. The investment is 
expected to significantly strengthen 
healthcare delivery at the country’s 
principal referral hospital.
Negotiations are expected to con-

clude within a week it was noted.
As a matter of urgency, Cabinet ap-

proved the immediate allocation of 
EC$2.5 million for the purchase of 
a new Computed Tomography (CT) 
scanner to replace ageing equipment 
currently in use. The new scanner is 
expected to improve diagnostic ac-
curacy, reduce patient waiting times 
and enhance emergency and specialist 
care.
The modernisation programme will 

also include the procurement of new 
hospital beds, fluoroscopy equipment, 
laparoscopic tower systems, neonatal 
incubators, digital X-ray equipment, 
ophthalmology surgical equipment, 
anesthesia machines, patient moni-
tors, operating theatre tables, diather-
my machines, cryotherapy equipment 
for eye procedures, cybersecurity up-
grades and other specialised medical 
devices.
Cabinet described the initiative as one 

of the most comprehensive equipment 
modernisation programmes undertak-
en at the Sir Lester Bird Medical Cen-
tre in recent years, noting that it will 

improve the quality, efficiency and re-
liability of healthcare services across 
multiple clinical disciplines.

Government Commits Millions to Modernise 
Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre
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Local News

Minister of Health, Michael Joseph 
has underscored the critical link be-
tween food, environmental health and 
disease prevention, calling for a more 
integrated approach to public health 
during the opening of the workshop, 
“Food as Medicine, Soil as Health: 
Cultivating Health from the Ground 
Up.”
The workshop, hosted by the Ameri-

can University of Antigua (AUA) Col-
lege of Medicine in collaboration with 
the University of Illinois and the Uni-
versity of Birmingham, brought to-
gether researchers, healthcare profes-
sionals, policymakers, educators and 
community stakeholders to explore 
the relationship between soil health, 
nutrition and human wellbeing.
Addressing participants, Minister 

Joseph commended the partnering in-
stitutions for convening experts from 
multiple disciplines to examine what 
he described as an issue that lies at the 
heart of public health.
“Our health begins long before we 

enter a doctor’s office or a hospital,” 
Minister Joseph said. “It begins with 
the quality of the food we eat, the soil 
in which it is grown, the water that 
nourishes it, and the environment that 
sustains it.”
Drawing on his background as a 

pharmacist, the Minister emphasized 
that while medicines remain essential 
in treating illness, prevention must re-
main the cornerstone of healthcare.
“One of the greatest lessons from 

healthcare is that prevention will al-
ways be preferable to treatment. While 
medicines are essential, they should 
never replace the value of healthy 
living, balanced nutrition and disease 
prevention. In many respects, the 
healthiest prescription we can write 
begins with the choices we make ev-
ery day about the food we consume,” 
he stated.
Minister Joseph also highlighted the 

natural connection between his min-

isterial responsibilities for health and 
the environment, noting that healthy 
people depend on healthy ecosystems.
“Healthy soils produce nutritious 

crops. Clean water sustains agricul-
ture. Biodiversity supports resilient 
food systems. Responsible environ-
mental stewardship protects the nat-
ural resources upon which our health 
ultimately depends. When we care for 
our environment, we are investing in 
the health of current and future gener-
ations,” he said.
The Minister noted that global chal-

lenges such as climate change, food 
insecurity and the growing burden of 
non-communicable diseases demon-
strate that health outcomes are influ-
enced by sectors far beyond health-
care, including agriculture, education, 
environmental management and com-
munity development.
He reaffirmed the Government of 

Antigua and Barbuda’s commitment 
to strengthening preventive health-
care, promoting healthier lifestyles, 

supporting sustainable environmental 
practices and fostering partnerships 
that encourage evidence-based solu-
tions to improve national health out-
comes.
Minister Joseph encouraged partici-

pants to actively engage in the day’s 
discussions, share their expertise and 
explore innovative approaches that 
shift the focus from treating illness to 
cultivating wellness.
“The path to a healthier nation is not 

found solely in our healthcare facili-
ties, but also in our farms, our gardens, 
our schools, our communities and the 
environment that surrounds us,” he 
said.
The Minister officially declared the 

workshop open, expressing confi-
dence that the collaboration among 
academia, healthcare professionals, 
environmental experts and govern-
ment agencies would contribute mean-
ingfully to shaping healthier and more 
sustainable communities.

Minister Joseph Highlights Food, Soil and Environment 
as Pillars of Preventive Healthcare
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Local News

The Centre for Excellence for 
Oceanography and the Blue Econ-
omy (COBE), a research unit es-
tablished at the University of the 
West Indies Five Islands Campus, 
says while its main focus is on 
research, it wants to develop pro-
grammes to help the local fishing 
community as well.
Speaking on ‘The Road to 

CHOGM’ television programme 
aired on ABS Television on Thurs-
day night, Director of COBE, Dr. 
Brandon Belle, said it is the inten-
tion of COBE to undertake pro-
grammes to upskill members of 
the fishing community to reduce 
risks as well as to diversify their 
businesses.
“At the Centre for Excellence for 

Oceanography and the Blue Econ-
omy, our main remit, our mission 
statement is to build capacity and 
research expertise around areas re-
lated to oceanography and the blue 
economy. However, this is not 
our only mandate, we also have a 
mandate to build capacity in the 
local economy, and this means vo-
cational training,” he revealed.

Dr. Belle also highlighted some 
of the areas where COBE can as-
sist fisher folks with improved 
safety measures to reduce injuries 
or being lost at sea, both regular 
occurrences.
“For example, we have fisher 

folks who dive for conch and lob-
ster, many of whom end up with 
the ‘bends’ for various reasons, so 
we would like to help educate the 
local community in safe dive prac-
tices. We would like to empower 
them through dive certification so 
that they can carry out their prac-
tice in a safer manner,” he noted. 
The COBE director said the train-

ing for fisher folks would also in-
clude boat-handling skills.
“Often we hear we have lost fish-

ermen at sea and this happens too 
often. We believe that this is be-
cause our fishing community could 
perhaps do with some upskilling, 
understand the limitations of their 
own skill-set as well as the capac-
ity of their vessels. So we believe 
through vocational training for the 
maritime sector, we believe that 

this would be a powerful tool to 
help reduce the amount of inci-
dents that we currently have,” Dr. 
Belle added.
He noted that while the Harri-

son Centre is offering many pro-
grammes in vocational training, so 
far, there is nothing that focuses 
on the maritime sector.
He said COBE wants to fill that 

void.
Regarding upskilling of fisher 

folks, Dr. Belle said arming the 
fishing community with certifi-
cation in boat-handling and other 
skills can help fisher folk diversify 
their skills-set to allow them to do 
other things such as special tours. 
Additionally, with certification, 
the fisher folks an obtain insurance 
thus giving visitors the assurance 
that they are traveling in a vessel 
that is skillfully handled but is also 
insured.
The Road to CHOGM regularly 

airs Wednesdays at 8:00 pm on 
ABS. The programme was aired 
Thursday night this week because 
of scheduling issues at ABS.

COBE Sees Upskilling the Local Fishing Community 
As Part of Its Mandate
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Local News

The Antigua and Barbuda Tourism 
Authority Canada Office is celebrat-
ing a proud culinary moment after 
12-year-old junior chef Gigar Camp-
bell, representing Antigua and Bar-
buda, was named the overall winner 
of the Grace Junior Chef Challenge 
at the Island Eats Toronto Food and 
Travel Festival. 
Held at Mel Lastman Square on 

June 13, the Grace Junior Chef Chal-
lenge invited young chefs ages 10 to 
14 to create an original, island-in-
spired meal using Grace products. 
Participants were tasked with prepar-
ing a complete culinary experience, 
including a flavourful entrée, fresh 
salad, and mocktail, while incorpo-
rating Grace Honey Jerk Paste and 
Grace Coconut Milk into their dish-
es. 
Gigar represented Antigua and Bar-

buda through the support of the An-
tigua and Barbuda Tourism Author-
ity Canada Office, which sponsored 

Gigar’s participation in the com-
petition. The connection was made 
through Gigar’s mother, a makeup 
artist who has worked with the tour-
ism board, helping create a meaning-
ful opportunity for a young chef to 
step into the spotlight and celebrate 
Caribbean flavour on a public stage.
In recognition of Gigar’s achieve-

ment and as a thank you for rep-
resenting Antigua and Barbuda, 
the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism 
Authority Canada Office has also 
awarded him a $500 travel voucher 
to visit Antigua with his family.
 For his winning menu, Gigar cre-

ated a Caribbean-inspired chicken 
schnitzel marinated with jerk paste 
and buttermilk, served with fried 

egg aioli, mango and pineapple sal-
ad, coconut ranch, and a mango mo-
jito made with Grace Island Mango 
Soda. The dish reflected creativity, 
confidence, and a thoughtful ap-
proach to island-inspired cooking. 
Gigar was mentored by two An-

tiguan and Barbudan culinary tal-
ents: Chef Giovanni Meyer, Anti-
guan-born chef and founder of Pinch 
of Black Salt, and Kanto George, 
award-winning mixologist and res-
ident bar manager at Goldwyn & 
Sons Cocktail Bar and Barber Shop. 
Together, they helped guide Gigar’s 
menu development, flavour direc-
tion, and mocktail concept, offering 
mentorship rooted in both technical 
skill and Caribbean culinary pride.

Antigua and Barbuda Celebrates Grace Junior Chef Challenge 
Win at Island Eats Toronto Food and Travel Festival

Overall winner Gigar Campbell represented Antigua and Barbuda with mentorship from 
Chef Giovanni Meyer and cocktail expert Kanto George

Overall winner Gigar Campbell represented 
Antigua and Barbuda with mentorship from 
Chef Giovanni Meyer and cocktail expert 
Kanto George
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Local News

The Antigua and Barbuda 
Tourism Authority (ABTA) is 
inviting artists and creatives 
to help shape the fourth edi-
tion of Antigua and Barbuda 
Art Week, taking place No-
vember 11–18, 2026.
The call for participation 

officially opens this week as 
planning begins for the des-
tination-wide celebration of 
visual arts, culture and cre-
ativity.
Marketing Communications 

Manager at the Antigua and 
Barbuda Tourism Authority, 
Maria Blackman said, “An-
tigua and Barbuda Art Week 
has become an important 
platform for showcasing the 
incredible talent within our 
destination while deepening 
the connection between art, 
culture and tourism. We in-
vite artists and creatives from 
across Antigua and Barbuda 
to join us as we continue to 
grow Art Week into an un-
forgettable celebration of 
creativity that reflects the es-
sence of our twin-island par-
adise.”
Visual artists are invited to 

register their interest in ex-
hibiting as part of Antigua 
and Barbuda Art Week 2026. 
Expressions of interest are 
welcomed from emerging 

and established artists work-
ing across painting, photog-
raphy, mixed media, textile 
art, digital art and other visu-
al art disciplines.
The Antigua and Barbuda 

Tourism Authority is also 
inviting expressions of in-
terest from artists, creatives, 
organisations and venues 
wishing to host official satel-
lite events as part of the 2026 
Antigua and Barbuda Art 
Week programme, including 
workshops, open studios, 
performances, fashion shows 
and other creative experienc-
es.
Online participation forms 

are available at the link: Reg-
ister for Antigua and Barbu-
da Art Week or by contacting 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Tourism Authority on 1 
268 562 - 7600 and should 
be submitted on or before 
July 30, 2026.   Registered 
artists and participants will 
receive further information 
on exhibition requirements, 
artwork submission timelines 
and Art Week experiences 
guidelines.
The full Antigua and Barbu-

da Art Week programme will 
be unveiled in the coming 
months.

ABTA Launches Art Week 2026 With Open 
Call To Creatives, Artists
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Local News

The police are urging residents to 
exercise increased vigilance and take 
practical steps to safeguard their per-
sonal property following recent reports 
of jewelry and mobile phone thefts.
In one incident, police are investi-

gating a burglary at a residence in the 
Green Bay area shortly before mid-
night on Monday, June 29. 
Preliminary investigations indicate 

that three unknown men allegedly 
forced their way into the home of fe-
male occupant.
The suspects reportedly stole several 

items, including gold jewelry, silver 
chains, a cellular phone, a handbag, 
and a jewelry box before fleeing the 
scene.
In a separate incident, police are also 

investigating the theft of a Samsung 
Galaxy A22 cellular phone, valued at 
approximately EC$650.00. The phone 
was reportedly stolen sometime be-
tween 4:30 p.m. and 5:10 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 30, while the owner was 
in the Joseph Lane area.
The Police Administration reminds 

members of the public that criminals 
often target valuables that are easily 
accessible or left unattended. Resi-
dents are therefore encouraged to:
- Ensure all doors and windows are 

securely locked, especially during the 

night.
- Install adequate lighting and, where 

possible, security cameras or alarm 
systems around their homes.
- Avoid displaying expensive jewelry 

in public unless necessary.
- Keep mobile phones and other valu-

ables secured and never leave them 
unattended.
- Remain alert in public places and 

report any suspicious persons or activ-

ities to the police immediately.
- Record the serial numbers and iden-

tifying features of valuable items to 
assist with recovery if stolen.
The police continue their investiga-

tions into both incidents and appeal 
to anyone with information that may 
assist to contact the Criminal Investi-
gations Department at 462-3913/462-
3914, the nearest police station, or 
anonymously through Crime Stoppers 
at 800-TIPS (8477).

Police Urge the Public To Remain Vigilant Against 
Jewelry and Mobile Phone Theft
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Local News

Less than a week after two teenagers 
were injured in a shooting incident, the 
police say they are investigating a sec-
ond shooting incident on Wednesday 
evening that left two teenage males 
nursing gunshot injuries.
Around 5:30 p.m. on July 1, police 

responded to reports of a shooting on 
Christian Street.
Preliminary investigations indicate 

that the two teenagers were walking 
along Armstrong Road when they 
were approached by a lone gunman 
dressed in black clothing with his 
face covered. The assailant reportedly 
opened fire, striking both victims be-
fore fleeing the area on foot.
One of the victims, a 16-year-old, 

sustained a gunshot wound to the 
chest and remains hospitalized in crit-
ical condition. The second victim, a 
17-year-old, received gunshot wounds 
to both legs. His injuries are not con-
sidered life-threatening, and he re-
mains under medical care.
The suspect is described as being ap-

proximately 5 feet 6 inches tall with a 
slim build. Investigations into the inci-
dent are ongoing.

Last Saturday, a 16-year-old of South 
Street and a 17-year-old of Villa, were 
transported to the Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Centre for medical treatment 
reportedly after sustaining gunshot 
wounds.
Medical personnel have confirmed 

that the injuries sustained by both vic-

tims are not considered life-threaten-
ing. 
Anyone with information that may 

assist the investigation is asked to 
contact the Criminal Investigations 
Department at 462-3913 or 462-3914, 
call the anonymous Crimestoppers ho-
tline at 800-TIPS (8477), or dial 911.

Two Teenagers Reportedly Injured In 
Another Shooting Incident
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Local News

The Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda has announced a nationwide 
crackdown on the wearing of illegal 
ski masks, warning that police officers 
will confiscate the prohibited apparel 
from anyone found wearing them in 
public.
Speaking during Thursday’s 

Post-Cabinet Press Briefing, Director 
General of Communications Maurice 
Merchant said Cabinet has become in-
creasingly concerned about the grow-
ing number of people, particularly 
young individuals, wearing ski masks 
in public.
Merchant said while the trend may 

be viewed by some as a fashion state-
ment, ski masks are prohibited under 
Antigua and Barbuda’s laws unless 
they are being used for legitimate oc-
cupational purposes.
“You would notice as you drive 

through Antigua and Barbuda and 
walk the streets that there is an increase 
in the individuals who are wearing ski 
masks,” Merchant said. “However, the 
police and the Cabinet wish to advise 
parents and the general public that ski 
masks are banned apparel in Antigua 
and Barbuda.”

He explained that there are limited 
exceptions for workers who require 
ski masks as part of their jobs, such 
as certain construction workers, but 
stressed that these individuals would 
not be expected to wear the masks out-
side of work.
Merchant said the Royal Police Force 

of Antigua and Barbuda will launch a 
rigorous enforcement campaign aimed 
at removing illegal ski masks from the 
nation’s streets.
“If you have a ski mask, the police 

will be removing that from your per-
son,” he said, adding that officers are 
legally empowered to use necessary 
force if an individual resist.
Cabinet’s decision comes amid 

growing concerns about an apparent 
increase in incidents involving the 
snatching of jewelry and other person-
al property. Officials believe the use of 
face coverings makes it more difficult 
to identify suspects involved in such 
crimes.
Merchant also revealed that Cabinet 

discussed stronger measures to deter 
offenders, including comments made 
by Prime Minister Gaston Browne re-
garding the treatment of individuals 
caught committing robberies.
According to Merchant, the Prime 

Minister suggested that offenders 
should face more meaningful conse-
quences rather than what he described 
as merely being taken before the courts 
and receiving light penalties.
The Government said the enforce-

ment initiative forms part of broader 
efforts to improve public safety, deter 
criminal activity and reassure resi-
dents that authorities are taking deci-
sive action against crime.

Public Warned as Police Prepare Crackdown 
on Illegal Ski Masks

Director of Communications in the Office of 
the Prime Minister, Maurice Merchant
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In a brief presentation, the Senator 
Shaquan O’Neil has donated cleaning 
and other supplies to the Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre and in the pro-
cess has made a commitment to con-
tinuing his assistance to supporting the 
health institution.
The donation included hygiene and 

cleaning items as well as screens to be 
utilized for public education and train-
ing needs hospital wide.
Minister of Health, Michael Joseph, 

expressed his gratitude for this dona-
tion and applauded the efforts of Sen-
ator O’Neil. 
“As the hospital continues to enhance 

its services and focus on improving 
patient care and experiences, our Med-
ical Director expressed her enthusiasm 
with this donation and stressed the im-

portance of corporate and community 
support. 
Thank you Senator! Your donation 

will definitely make an impact in our 
delivery of care,” Minister Joseph stat-
ed. 

Senator Shaquan O’Neil made a donation to SLBMC

A brief presentation ceremony was held as Senator Shaquan O’Neil (yellow shirt) made a 
presentation to the SLBMC
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The Cabinet has been updated on 
plans to expand eye care services 
through a strategic partnership 
with China’s HE Vision Group, 
a global leader in digital oph-
thalmology and artificial intelli-
gence-powered vision screening 
technologies.
Minister of Health Michael Jo-

seph is scheduled to travel to the 
People’s Republic of China next 
week to discuss the acquisition of 
three advanced ophthalmic sys-
tems, including intelligent reti-
nal imaging technology, portable 
AI-assisted vision screening de-
vices and digital ophthalmology 
platforms that support rapid diag-
nosis and specialist consultations.

Cabinet said the initiative could 
enable more than 80 percent of 
Antigua and Barbuda’s popula-
tion to receive vision screenings 
before the end of the year, allow-
ing for earlier detection of condi-
tions such as glaucoma, diabetic 
retinopathy, cataracts, refractive 
errors and amblyopia. The porta-
ble equipment will also facilitate 
screenings in schools, workplac-
es, community centres and health-
care facilities across the country.
Another area of focus for the 

health upgrade at the SLBMC, 
Cabinet was also informed that 
the hospital’s Sickle Cell Unit 
will become fully operational on 
6th August, further expanding 

specialized healthcare services 
available to patients.
The Government said the ini-

tiatives form part of its broader 
strategy to modernize Antigua 
and Barbuda’s healthcare system 
through sustained investment in 
medical technology, digital inno-
vation, infrastructure and special-
ized clinical services.
Cabinet reaffirmed its com-

mitment to improving access 
to high-quality healthcare and 
pledged continued support for 
initiatives designed to enhance 
medical services and improve the 
quality of life for all residents.

Government’s Comprehensive Health Programme 
To Include Eye Care and Blindness prevention
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The life and enduring 
legacy of Irene B. Lady 
Williams, one of Antigua 
and Barbuda’s most distin-
guished educators and com-
munity leaders, were cel-
ebrated when the Irene B. 
Williams Secondary School 
presented an Honorary 
Posthumous Award in rec-
ognition of her outstanding 
contribution to education, 
community development 
and nation-building.
The presentation, held on 

Monday, 22 June 2026, hon-
oured the woman whose vi-
sion, leadership and unwav-
ering commitment helped 
shape generations of Anti-
guans and Barbudans and 
whose life’s work continues 
to inspire students attending 
the institution that proudly 
bears her name.
The award citation recog-

nized Irene B. Lady Wil-
liams as the foundation 
upon which the school was 
built, acknowledging her 
immeasurable contribution 
to education and affirm-
ing that her dedication and 
service remain worthy of 
praise. It further noted that 
the institution is privileged 
to carry her name.
His Excellency The Rt. 

Hon. Sir Rodney Williams, 
Governor-General of Anti-
gua and Barbuda, was un-
able to attend the ceremo-
ny as he was overseas on 
official duties. The Gover-
nor-General was represent-
ed by His Excellency Sir 
Clare K. Roberts, Gover-
nor-General’s Deputy, while 
the award was accepted on 
behalf of the Williams fam-
ily by the Governor-Gener-

al’s brother, Mr. Ewart Lee 
Williams.
For the Williams fami-

ly, the honour represented 
far more than a ceremonial 
recognition. It was a touch-
ing affirmation that Lady 
Williams’ decades of ser-
vice continue to be appre-
ciated and remembered by 
the school community and 
by the nation she served so 
faithfully.
Lady Williams was the de-

voted wife of the late Sir 
Ernest Emmanuel Williams, 
former Cabinet Minister and 
Member of Parliament for 
the St. Paul’s Constituency. 
Together they raised five 
children: Rev. Dr. Stepha-
nie Morris, The Rt. Hon. Sir 
Rodney Williams, Iva Da-
vid, Reginald Williams and 
Ewart Lee Williams. Be-

yond her own family, how-
ever, she became a mother, 
mentor and guiding influ-
ence to countless children 
and young people through-
out her community.
Her career in education 

spanned more than for-
ty years and began at the 
remarkable age of fifteen 
because of her exception-
al academic ability. After 
graduating from the An-
tigua Teachers’ Training 
College, she answered the 
call to teach in Montserrat 
before returning to Antigua, 
where she served at Swetes 
Government School, All 
Saints Government School 
and Liberta Government 
School. She later returned to 
Swetes Government School 
as Principal, leading the in-
stitution with distinction. 

Today, the school stands as 
a lasting tribute to her dedi-
cation and proudly bears her 
name.
Throughout her distin-

guished career, Lady Wil-
liams was recognized not 
only as an outstanding ed-
ucator but also as a disci-
plinarian, life coach and 
humanitarian. She firmly 
believed that education was 
the pathway to opportunity 
and devoted herself to en-
suring that every child was 
given the chance to succeed.
Her commitment often 

extended well beyond the 
classroom. She was known 
to seek out children work-
ing in agricultural fields 
and personally counsel their 
parents on the importance 
of education, encouraging 
them to return their chil-
dren to school where they 
belonged. Many of those 
young people went on to 
become professionals, edu-
cators, public servants and 
community leaders who 
have since credited Lady 
Williams with changing the 
course of their lives.
Her service to the commu-

nity was equally remark-
able.
Affectionately known as 

the “Village Nurse,” Lady 
Williams provided care and 
comfort to countless fam-
ilies, treating cuts, bruises 
and minor ailments while 
offering sound advice and 
encouragement to those 
who sought her help. Par-
ents frequently entrusted 
their children to her not only 
for medical attention but 
also for the discipline, guid-
ance and moral instruction 

School Honours Irene B. Lady Williams for a Lifetime 
of Service to Education and Community

EWART WILLIAMS RECEIVING PLAQUE FOR IRENE B WILLIAMS
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for which she was widely 
respected.
A woman of deep Christian 

faith, Lady Williams dedi-
cated herself to the spiritual 
and social development of 
her community. She estab-
lished a Women’s Fellow-
ship and a Support Group 
and founded both a Church 
Choir and a Village Choir. 
She also taught Home Eco-
nomics and the fine art of 
culinary practice to young 
women, served as the par-
ish representative for the 
Red Cross and encouraged 
stronger family and com-
munity life through initia-
tives such as village garden 
competitions.
Lady Williams possessed 

an unwavering sense of jus-
tice and responsibility. She 
was never reluctant to chal-
lenge young men who had 
fathered children and failed 
to support them, believing 
that accountability was es-
sential to building strong 
families and communities. 
Her firm but compassion-
ate approach earned wide-
spread admiration and often 
resulted in positive chang-
es in the lives of those she 
counselled.
Known for her honesty, in-

tegrity, compassion and ex-
ceptional love for humanity, 
Lady Williams led by exam-
ple. Her strength of charac-
ter, unwavering principles 
and commitment to serving 
others earned her the ad-
miration of all who knew 
her. Such was her influence 
throughout Swetes Village 
that she became affection-
ately known as the de facto 
Mayor of Swetes, reflect-
ing the immense respect 
she commanded within the 
community.
Speaking on behalf of the 

Williams family, Mr. Ew-
art Lee Williams expressed 
heartfelt appreciation to the 
Principal, staff, students, 
alumni and the wider Irene 
B. Williams Secondary 
School community for en-
suring that Lady Williams’ 
extraordinary legacy con-
tinues to be celebrated and 
preserved.
The family also conveyed 

its sincere appreciation to 
His Excellency Sir Clare 
K. Roberts for representing 
the Governor-General at the 
ceremony during his official 
overseas engagement.
Although the award recog-

nizes the achievements of an 
exceptional educator whose 
influence transformed thou-
sands of lives, it also serves 
as a powerful reminder that 
true greatness is measured 
not by titles or honours but 
by a lifetime devoted to 
serving others.
For every student who en-

ters the gates of the Irene 
B. Williams Secondary 
School, the name on the 
building represents more 
than the identity of an in-
stitution. It stands as a last-
ing tribute to Irene B. Lady 
Williams, a remarkable ed-
ucator, mentor, humanitar-
ian and community leader 
whose life’s mission was to 
educate, inspire and uplift 
generations of Antiguans 
and Barbudans, and whose 
legacy continues to shape 
the nation today.
The Irene B. Williams Sec-

ondary School, led by Prin-
cipal Ms. Ursula Willock, 
remains committed to pre-
serving the rich legacy of 
Irene B. Lady Williams by 
fostering academic excel-
lence, strong values and 
community service among 
its students.
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Antigua and Barbuda 1st 
July 2026 - Vulnerable 
school-aged children across 
Antigua and Barbuda are set 
to benefit from a new ini-
tiative launched by the Ki-
wanis Club of Antigua AR 
Fusion. The project, dubbed 
Bright Eyes, was officially 
launched last weekend and 
has already provided sever-
al students with comprehen-
sive eye examinations and 
prescription eyeglasses.
Bright Eyes builds on the 

club’s ongoing sister proj-
ect, Bright Minds, and aims 
to improve children’s vi-
sion, helping them achieve 
greater success in the class-
room and beyond.
The project is being im-

plemented in partnership 
with Dr. Salem Zreibi of 
Progressive Vision and in 

collaboration with the Min-
istry of Education’s Student 
Support Unit.
Through the initiative, the 

Kiwanis Club of Antigua 
AR Fusion and Dr. Zrei-
bi have committed to pro-
viding comprehensive eye 
examinations and prescrip-
tion eyewear valued at up 
to EC$600 per student for 
twenty (20) vulnerable stu-
dents. The total budget for 
the project is EC$12,000.
President of the Kiwanis 

Club of Antigua AR Fusion, 
Oslyn Matthew, said the 
initiative reflects the club’s 
commitment to improving 
the health and education-
al outcomes of vulnerable 
children by ensuring they 
have access to quality vision 
care.

Bright Eyes Project to Improve Vision for 
Vulnerable Students

 cross section of members of Kiwanis Club of Antigua AR Fusion attending the launch of The Bright Eyes Project

President of the Kiwanis Club of Antigua AR Fusion, Oslyn Mat-
thew and Dr. Salem Zreibi of Progressive Vision
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Dr. Salem Zreibi said Pro-
gressive Vision was hon-
ored to partner with the AR 
Fusion Kiwanis Club on the 
Bright Eyes project, noting 
that 80 percent of classroom 
work requires vision to be 
successfully processed.
He explained that read-

ing, writing, copying notes 
from the board, recognizing 
colors, and participating in 
sports all depend on good 
eyesight.
He added that the project 

goes beyond basic vision 
screenings by providing 
children with comprehen-
sive eye examinations and 
ensuring they receive their 
prescription glasses as 
quickly as possible.
The Kiwanis Club of An-

tigua AR Fusion recognizes 
that poor eyesight often goes 
undetected, creating barri-
ers that can limit children’s 

ability to learn, thrive, and 
reach their full potential. 
The Club is committed to 
eliminating this obstacle 
through initiatives that im-
prove children’s vision and, 
ultimately, their futures.
According to Club Presi-

dent Oslyn, “This initiative 
brings a tremendous sense 
of accomplishment. Our 
collaboration with Progres-
sive Vision has allowed us 
to address a critical need 
and provide children with 
the opportunity to see more 
clearly and build a brighter 
future.” She added, “That 
is why our members are so 
passionate about what we 
do. We are helping to create 
the positive change we want 
to see in our community.”
The Kiwanis Club of An-

tigua AR Fusion expressed 
its sincere appreciation to 
Dr. Zreibi and Progressive 
Vision for their generosity, 

partnership, and commit-
ment to improving the lives 
of young people through 
this meaningful initiative.
The Bright Eyes project is 

expected to make a lasting 

impact by ensuring that vul-
nerable students have the vi-
sion care they need to thrive 
both academically and so-
cially.
Ends

Local News

 Dr. Salem Zreibi of Progressive Vision
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By Sir Ronald Sanders
Two hundred and fifty years ago, in 

the sweltering heat of a Philadelphia 
summer, a small group of men did 
something without precedent in mod-
ern history. They gathered, argued, de-
liberated, and then signed their names 
to a declaration that was a declaration 
of war against the mightiest empire 
on earth. They did so knowing that, if 
they failed, they would almost certainly 
hang.
We mark that moment today as citizens 

of nations that were themselves shaped, 
directly or indirectly, by the audacity of 
what was proclaimed in Philadelphia 
on 4 July 1776.
Words That Shook the World
The document they produced was re-

markable in its language as much as 
in its courage. Its opening announced 
a philosophy of government that was 
revolutionary, challenging the authority 
of King George III and the British po-
litical establishment.
They declared:
“When in the Course of human events, 

it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which 

the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.”
That single sentence challenged centu-

ries of accepted thinking about the rela-
tionship between rulers and the ruled. 
Sovereignty, the patriots were saying, 
did not reside in the Crown. It resided in 
the people. A people who had endured 
what they described as “a long train of 
abuses and usurpations” had not merely 
the right, but the duty, to throw off such 
government and establish new institu-
tions for their future security.
Yet there was another remarkable fea-

ture of that opening sentence which 
resonates just as strongly today. The 
Declaration was not addressed solely to 
fellow colonists or even to the British 
Crown. It was consciously addressed 
to world opinion. The founders under-
stood that their cause required legit-
imacy beyond their own shores. They 
sought, in their own words, “a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind”. 
In many respects, this was the begin-
ning of modern public diplomacy. The 
founders understood that military vic-
tory alone would not secure legitimacy. 
They also had to persuade the wider 
world that their cause was just, and they 
appreciated that, even in the eighteenth 
century, ideas could travel farther than 
armies.
The Declaration went on to specify 

the grievances that justified separa-
tion. Among them was the charge that 
the King had “endeavoured to prevent 
the population of these States; for that 
purpose, obstructing the Laws for Nat-
uralization of Foreigners; refusing to 
pass others to encourage their migra-
tions hither.” It also accused him of 
combining with others to subject the 
colonies “to a jurisdiction foreign to 
our constitution, and unacknowledged 
by our laws.” These were grievances 
that many colonists genuinely believed 
they had suffered. They felt that fun-
damental rights to govern themselves, 
to make their own laws, and not to be 

taxed without representation had been 
systematically denied.
Then came the second paragraph. Per-

haps no passage has had a greater in-
fluence on the development of modern 
constitutional government.
“We hold these truths to be self-evi-

dent, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness. That to secure 
these rights, Governments are institut-
ed among Men, deriving their just pow-
ers from the consent of the governed.”
Self-evident truths. Unalienable rights. 

The consent of the governed. Today, 
many nations regard these principles 
as fundamental to legitimate govern-
ment, though they remain elusive under 
repressive regimes. In 1776, however, 
they were revolutionary. As Thomas Jef-
ferson himself reflected fifty years later, 
the Declaration was “pregnant with our 
own and the fate of the world.” History 
has vindicated that judgement.
A Beacon Beyond Borders
The Declaration was addressed not 

merely to the thirteen colonies, nor 
solely to the King of Great Britain, but, 
with “a decent respect”, to the opinions 
of mankind. Within months, translations 
had circulated across Europe, reaching 
France, the Netherlands, the German 
states, Scandinavia and beyond.
Its greatest influence, however, was 

felt among peoples living under colo-
nial rule or foreign domination. Scores 
of the nations now represented at the 
United Nations possess founding docu-
ments that are declarations of indepen-
dence. The American Declaration pro-
vided the model, much of the language 
and many of the principles for many of 
them.
Nowhere was this more dramatically 

demonstrated than in the Caribbean. 
Haiti, in January 1804, became the first 
Black republic and the first indepen-
dent nation in the Western Hemisphere 
to abolish slavery. Its revolution drew 
inspiration from principles proclaimed 
in 1776, even though many leaders of 

The Beacon of Freedom Seen Across Oceans: Reflections 
on 250 Years of American Independence
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the young United States recoiled from 
their full implications.
For the Caribbean as a whole, the ide-

als proclaimed in Philadelphia became 
a lasting source of inspiration. When 
our nations eventually raised their own 
flags and assumed sovereign statehood, 
they entered a tradition of self-determi-
nation whose roots reached, in part, to 
Philadelphia. The Declaration ultimate-
ly belonged not to America alone, but 
to all peoples seeking freedom.
The Men Who Made It
It is right that, on this anniversary, free 

peoples should honour the remarkable 
men who gathered in Philadelphia and, 
despite their rivalries and competing 
ambitions, found common cause in 
declaring the rights and freedoms of 
human beings. John Adams, Benja-
min Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Rog-
er Sherman and many others helped 
produce a document whose influence 
would far outlive them.
They disagreed, often profoundly, on 

the powers of government, the balance 
between state and national authority, 
and the future character of the Repub-
lic. Some owned enslaved people while 
proclaiming that all men were created 
equal, a contradiction so fundamental 
that it nearly destroyed the nation with-
in a century and whose consequences 
remain evident today.
They were flawed men, with all the 

imperfections and contradictions of 
their age. Yet they produced ideas 
whose influence extended far beyond 
their own generation and the shores on 
which they lived.
Whatever their personal limitations, 

the ideals they proclaimed acquired a 
unique force that exceeded both their 
intentions and, at times, their own con-
duct.
The America Free Peoples Honour
It is that America - the America of the 

Declaration and of universal principle 
- that peoples who won their freedom 
have long admired and sought to emu-
late in their own journeys towards de-
mocracy.
We should also remember the America 

that helped rebuild Europe through the 
Marshall Plan, championed the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights, and 
helped establish many of the institu-

tions and alliances that underpinned the 
post-war international order.
It is that America whose 250th anni-

versary we celebrate today: an Ameri-
ca born from the simple and powerful 
proposition that the rights of human 
beings are not granted by kings or gov-
ernments, but are inherent, self-evident, 
and secured only by governments that 
enjoy the consent of the governed.
That idea was audacious in 1776. It 

remains so today. The world of states, 
large and small, is immeasurably better 
because those men dared to proclaim it.
Their greatest legacy is not simply the 

nation they founded, but the universal 

principle they affirmed: that liberty be-
longs to all humanity, and that govern-
ments derive their legitimacy from the 
consent of those they govern. Wherev-
er tyranny yields to freedom, wherever 
peoples peacefully claim the right to 
determine their own future, the endur-
ing light - first kindled in Philadelphia 
- continues to shine across oceans and 
generations.
(The writer is the Ambassador of An-

tigua and Barbuda to the United States 
of America and the Organisation of 
American States, and Chancellor of 
the University of Guyana. The view ex-
pressed are his own)
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The 2026 World Cup is under way. 
Before a ball is struck, before the 
anthem ends, the camera performs 
a kind of cartography. It glides 
across the line-ups and reveals what 
stump speeches and border walls try 
to conceal. Nations are no longer 
bloodlines, and power is no longer 
arranged around a single pole. The 
football pitch is the early twenty-first 
century’s most honest map
The football pitch is the early twen-

ty-first century’s most honest map.
Start with the mixing because it 

stands in the goalmouth. Japan’s 
goalkeeper is Zion Suzuki, born in 
Newark, New Jersey, to a father of 
Ghanaian descent and a Japanese 
mother, raised in Saitama, claimed 
by Japan, yet still made to carry the 
burden of other people’s racial arith-
metic. He has been abused for the co-
lour of a skin that is, by any serious 
accounting, entirely Japanese, entire-
ly Ghanaian, entirely American, and 
entirely his own.
He is not the exception but rather 

he is the rule the tournament keeps 
proving. France’s captain, Kylian 
Mbappé, is the son of a Cameroo-

nian father and a mother of Algeri-
an descent. Spain’s young geniuses, 
Lamine Yamal and Nico Williams, 
carry Morocco, Equatorial Guinea 
and Ghana into a team once imagined 
more narrowly. Switzerland leans on 
Breel Embolo, born in Cameroon. 
Germany, England, the Netherlands 
and Portugal all carry the histories of 
migration, empire, labour and return. 
The old fiction of the nation as a pure 
bloodline dies on the grass, a little 
more with every pass.
That is the first truth the pitch re-

veals. The second is harder to swallow 

as influence itself has shifted. Look 
at who is good at the world’s game. 
Here the map of twentieth-century 
dominance begins to dissolve. Foot-
ball’s aristocracy is not the G7. Bra-
zil, a multiracial giant of the Global 
South, sits near the summit while 
Argentina holds the crown. Moroc-
co, the first African and Arab nation 
to reach a World Cup semifinal, now 
plays Brazil not as a ceremonial guest 
but as a peer and on opening night in 
New Jersey the five-time champions 
needed Vinícius Júnior to rescue a 
1–1 draw after Ismael Saibari had put 

The Pitch Is the Map
A multiracial, multipolar world is playing out at the World Cup 

on the soil of a power trying to hold both at the gate.
By Professor C. Justin Robinson 

Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal, The UWI Five Islands Campus
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Morocco ahead. Both advanced, sep-
arated only by goal difference.
Senegal, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Cabo 

Verde, these are not sentimental addi-
tions, they are nations to be feared. 
Côte d’Ivoire reached the knockout 
stage for the first time in their history. 
And Cabo Verde, a nation of barely 
half a million on its World Cup debut, 
held the reigning European champi-
ons Spain to a goalless draw, then 
came from behind to draw 2–2 with 
two-time world champions Uruguay. 
That fact alone says more about the 
coming century than many policy pa-
pers.
And the supposed poles of this cen-

tury’s power? The United States hosts 
the tournament, fills its stadiums, and 
won its group, yet it is still not one of 
football’s ruling houses. It can stage 
the spectacle but it cannot command 
the sport. China has reached a single 
World Cup, in 2002, and left with-
out a goal. India, already the world’s 
most populous nation, has never ap-
peared at all. In the one arena that 
is genuinely global, where wealth, 
population and weaponry guarantee 
nothing, American, Chinese and In-
dian scale shrinks. The world’s game 
has been multipolar for a genera-
tion. It was telling us where history 
was going long before the diplomats 
caught up.
It was telling us where history was 

going long before the diplomats 
caught up!
That is the paradox. The United 

States is staging, on its own soil and 
before the largest audience on earth, 
a vivid demonstration of the very 
world its politics is trying to resist, 
already mixed, already multipolar.
The contradictions are not theoreti-

cal. As the tournament opened, coun-
try-specific entry restrictions were 
reinstated and widened. Haiti and 
Iran, both World Cup nations, un-
der full bans with Senegal and Côte 
d’Ivoire under partial ones. Its lan-
guage is screening, vetting, national 

security. Its effect is plainer; the play-
ers are written into exceptions but the 
people who raised them and would 
have filled the stands behind them are 
left outside the gate. Iran’s squad was 
forced to base itself in Mexico, sever-
al staff denied visas, allowed into the 
United States only to play and then 
made to leave. Journalists from af-
fected nations have faced single-en-
try limits that make following a team 
across three host countries difficult.
Consider Omar Artan, one of Afri-

ca’s finest referees and the only So-
mali on FIFA’s list, denied entry at 
Miami despite a valid visa and dip-
lomatic passport after an eleven-hour 
interview. Officials produced no pub-
lic evidence, alleging only, anony-
mously, “association with suspected 
members of terror organizations.” 
Somalia sits on the banned list; the 
vocabulary of security did the work 
the nationality ban wanted done. 
FIFA, for its part, said host govern-
ments control immigration decisions.
To be fair, security concerns are 

not always fiction and nations have 
a legitimate interest in who enters. 
But when the pattern is this precise, 
the barred so often the very nations 
whose players the world most wants 
to watch, one asks whether security 
is the whole story, or merely the lan-
guage power has learned to speak.
The grandstands fly the flags of na-

tions whose ordinary citizens may 
struggle to enter and the host sells a 
festival of belonging while remind-
ing much of the world that belonging 
stays conditional. Name it for what it 
is. The wall of paperwork, the menace 
at the perimeter, the talent welcomed 
and its people doubted, this is not a 
show of strength. It is the behaviour 
of a power that feels the ground shift-
ing beneath it. You do not slam the 
door on a world you still command. 
You slam it on a world you can feel 
slipping from your grip.
You do not slam the door on a world 

you still command. You slam it on a 

world you can feel slipping from your 
grip.
We in the Caribbean, the world’s 

oldest laboratory of forced mixture, 
are not naive about either fact. Mix-
ture does not deliver justice on its 
own. Brazil is proof enough, a mul-
tiracial giant still shadowed by racial 
hierarchy, still fluent in the old myth 
of “racial democracy,” still able to 
turn Black genius into national glory 
while Black citizens fight for full dig-
nity off the field.
Nor is multipolarity salvation. A 

world of many poles is not automati-
cally kinder or freer; it may only mean 
more doors to knock on, more pow-
ers to bargain with, more appetites. 
The old empires do not vanish; they 
learn new languages. The new pow-
ers do not arrive innocent. A world 
with more poles still requires small 
nations to know themselves, orga-
nize themselves, and build something 
worth bringing through the door.
That is why this World Cup matters 

beyond football. It is not entertain-
ment, it is revelation. It shows the 
world as it is, not as nostalgia imag-
ines it, mixed beyond reversal, plural 
beyond command, competitive be-
yond old rankings.
For ninety minutes, the truth that 

borders deny becomes obvious. A 
Black goalkeeper named Suzuki rises 
to claim a cross for Japan. A Camer-
oonian-Algerian-Frenchman remains 
the most devastating footballer alive. 
Spain’s future runs through the chil-
dren of immigrants. Morocco makes 
Brazil sweat in New Jersey. Cabo 
Verde holds Spain and Uruguay. The 
map redraws itself in studs and sweat.
The visa line is the world as a 

frightened power wishes it still was, 
ranked, filtered, suspicious, obedient. 
The pitch is the world as it insists on 
becoming, mixed, multipolar, and in-
creasingly indifferent to who used to 
run it.



FRIDAY 03RD JULY 2026



FRIDAY 03RD JULY 2026



FRIDAY 03RD JULY 2026

PAGE 28
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Regional News

MORE than $2.5 million in dam-
ages has been awarded to the estate 
of murdered domestic violence vic-
tim Samantha Isaacs after a High 
Court judge ruled that failures by 
the State, including the police and 
a magistrate, contributed to her 
death.
The award was made last Friday 

by Justice Robin Mohammed, in 
which he directed the Office of the 
Attorney General to pay a total of 
$2.51 million in compensatory 
and vindicatory damages, together 
with interest and legal costs, after 
finding that Isaacs’ constitutional 
rights, including her right to life 
and the protection of the law, had 
been breached.
The award follows a prior ruling 

in which the judge held that the 
State was liable for failing to pro-
tect Isaacs despite her repeated 
reports to the police about threats 
and abuse from her former partner, 
Kahriym Garcia.
Justice Mohammed found that the 

Trinidad and Tobago Police Ser-
vice (TTPS) failed to properly in-
vestigate her complaints, initiate 
prosecutions or take reasonable 

steps to protect her despite what he 
described as an obvious and esca-
lating risk.
He also ruled that a magistrate had 

acted prematurely and arbitrarily 
in dismissing her application for a 
protection order without conduct-
ing a meaningful assessment of the 
danger she faced or considering the 
impact on her and her young son, 
Kaiden.
Issacs was subsequently mur-

dered.
In assessing damages, Moham-

med awarded:
• $960,000 for Samatha’s loss of 

earnings during her lost years of 
life
• $450,000 for the pain, suffering 

and other non-pecuniary losses she 
endured before her death, including 
aggravated damages
• $600,000 for the non-pecuniary 

loss suffered by Samantha’s moth-
er, Tot Lampkin, and her son, Kaid-
en Garcia, arising from breaches of 
their right to respect for family life
• $500,000 in vindicatory damag-

es to reflect the seriousness of the 

constitutional breaches and deter 
similar failures by State authorities.
The court also awarded prejudg-

ment interest of $131,609.58, 
calculated at 2.5% per annum on 
the non-pecuniary damages, and 
ordered that post-judgment inte
rest at 5% per annum be paid on all 
sums until they are settled.
Additionally, the judge directed 

the State to bear Lampkin’s legal 
costs.
In his ruling, Mohammed de-

scribed the actions of State agen-
cies as displaying “institutional 
inertia” despite repeated warning 
signs.
He found that Isaacs had repeat-

edly sought protection but was 
met with inaction, with the TTPS 
failing to properly investigate her 
complaints, recognise the pattern 
of escalating violence outlined in 
her reports or bring appropriate 
criminal proceedings.
The judge also noted that although 

the Police Complaints Authority 
(PCA) had recommended disci-
plinary action against an officer 
involved in handling one of Isaa-
cs’ reports, no action was taken, 
further compounding the breach of 
her constitutional rights.
In awarding vindicatory damages, 

Justice Mohammed said ordinary 
compensation was insufficient to 
reflect the gravity of the breach of 
Issacs’ right to life, stressing that 
such awards are intended to ex-
press public condemnation of con-
stitutional violations, reaffirm the 
importance of fundamental rights, 
and discourage similar failures 
by State authorities in the future. 
(Trinidad Express)

Court awards over $2.5m to estate of murdered woman
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Regional News

Cuba’s foreign minister said on ⁠Tues-
day ⁠that talks initiated earlier this year 
with ⁠long-time foe the United States 
had stalled, leaving little hope for an 
end to U.S. sanctions that ​have laid 
siege to the island’s ailing economy.
Top diplomat Bruno Rodriguez told 

reporters that U.S. sanctions were 
“causing deaths” in Cuba as the is-
land’s economy collapses and ‌severe 
shortages of food, fuel, medicine and 
electricity ‌make life nearly unbearable 
for the island’s approximately 9 mil-
lion residents.
“Talks between Cuba and the US show 

no progress,” Rodriguez said at a press 
⁠conference in Havana. “The ⁠conduct 
of US government delegations — gen-
erally respectful — has been accompa-
nied by constant threats against Cuba, 
the ​application of coercive measures, 
and offensive statements regarding our 
country’s independence.”
“Despite this, Cuba remains open to 

dialogue and the peaceful resolution of 
differences, based on mutual respect 
and non-interference in Cuba’s inter-
nal affairs.”
  The U.S. State Department did not 

immediately respond to a request for 
comment on the foreign minister’s 
statement.
  The U.S. has called Cuba’s ​govern-

ment a national security threat and 
says sanctions are necessary to force 
a change in the island’s government, a 
long-time aim of ⁠U.S. ⁠policy towards 
Cuba. 
Cuba, 90 miles off ⁠the shores of the ​

Florida Keys, has long maintained it is 
not a threat to the United States.
United Nations experts have previ-

ously called the U.S. fuel ​blockade, 
implemented in January, illegal and 
a ⁠violation of the human rights of all 
Cubans.
Rodriguez also said the U.S. State 

Department was “pressuring and in-
timidating” United Nations member 
states to put off an upcoming floor 
debate over the U.S. blockade of the 
communist-run island.
The debate, slated for July 7, typically 

precedes a largely symbolic, non-bind-
ing U.N. vote of member states later in 
the year to call on the U.S. to end its 
sanctions against Cuba. 
The United Nations has voted 31 

times, including ⁠in November of 2025, 
to ask the United States to end the 
decades-long trade embargo. Those 
votes have historically ⁠been near unan-
imous, with typically only the United 
States and Israel in opposition.
The vote this year, however, takes on 

special relevance for Cuba after the 
Trump administration in January im-
posed a fuel blockade on the island 
and fresh sanctions that have led to an 
exodus of foreign investment and the 
near total collapse of tourism.
Foreign minister Rodriguez add-

ed that promised aid from the Unit-
ed States - slated to be distributed by 
church groups - appeared delayed.

The State Department did not re-
spond to Reuters questions about the 
United Nations vote, but did say that 
the promised aid to Cuba should be-
gin to flow shortly, adding that Cuba’s 
government had been stalling delivery.
“We can confirm the aid is ready to 

go,” a State Department spokesperson 
told Reuters. “We expect big ship-
ments in July, if ⁠the regime will allow 
them.”
Cuban lawmakers earlier this month 

approved sweeping economic reforms 
that, if implemented, would represent 
the single largest change to Cuba’s so-
cialist model since former leader Fidel 
Castro’s 1959 revolution and a major 
shift towards a market economy.
Rodriguez told reporters those re-

forms, however, had nothing to do 
with U.S. threats or sanctions.
“The (reforms) adopted are a matter 

of sovereignty,” Rodriguez said. “We ​
have neither listened to nor are we in-
terested in the United States’ opinion.” 
(US News)

Cuba’s Top Diplomat Says Talks With United 
States Showing ‘No Progress’
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Regional News

Cabinet Minister Audrey Marks has 
denied proposing the controversial 
deal under which Jamaica would re-
ceive up to 10,000 third-country na-
tionals (TCNs) from the United States 
(US).
Marks said media reports have con-

flated the TCN Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) with a separate 
proposal she developed in March 
last year as Jamaica’s Ambassador to 
Washington to recruit skilled foreign 
workers.
Speaking yesterday at the National 

Corporate Consultation on Workforce 
Alignment and Jamaica’s Economic 
Competitiveness, at the Institute for 
Workforce Education and Develop-
ment (IWED) Corporate Consultation, 
Marks also suggested that the furore 
was intended to damage her reputa-
tion.
“To make it clear, the TCN requests 

originated in the United States... I no-
ticed that there were all kinds of sug-
gestions that I originated a TCN. Now 
I’m good at some things, but I’m not 
that good that I could dictate US poli-
cy,” she said.
She said the US has already entered 

into TCN deportation agreements with 
27 countries and has ongoing negotia-
tions with at least 54 others.
Marks said Jamaica was approached 

on January 2, 2026 to also consider fa-
cilitating third-country nationals being 
removed from the US.
A diplomatic note from the US Em-

bassy in Kingston, shared with The 
Gleaner in June, states that Marks, the 
former Jamaican ambassador to the 
US and current minister without port-
folio in the Office of the Prime Min-
ister with responsibility for efficiency, 
innovation, and digital transformation, 
made the proposal “for a third-coun-
try national arrangement that would 
have Jamaica receive up to 10,000 
third-country nationals from the Unit-
ed States”.

The note states that she made the pro-
posal to a US official attached to the 
US Department of Homeland Security 
during the Americas Counter Cartel 
Conference at the US Southern Com-
mand in Miami, Florida on March 5, 
2026.
After revealing the existence of the 

MOU, The Gleaner sought responses 
from Marks to several questions about 
whether she played a role in the devel-
opment of the proposed arrangement.
On June 17, The Gleaner asked the 

minister, via WhatsApp, what role, if 
any, she played in initiating or advanc-
ing discussions with US counterparts 
on the arrangement.
Marks was also asked, if she played 

any role, whether she acted on her own 
initiative or if she was operating under 
instruction from Cabinet or the line 
minister.

Further, the minister was asked, if she 
played a role, when did the discussion 
with US counterparts take place?
In a late night response however, 

Marks would not respond directly to 
the questions raised.
“It is actually not protocol to com-

ment on the matters that fall in the 
portfolio of other ministers. The only 
comment that I could make is that I 
supported the MOU as part of the Cab-
inet-approved process and decision,” 
she had said then.
However, in speaking out on the mat-

ter yesterday, Marks said the discus-
sions around the TCN MOU were be-
ing conflated with a proposal she made 
to recruit skilled workers to Jamaica 
while serving as Jamaica’s ambassa-
dor to the US in March 2025. (Jamaica 
Gleaner)

‘I can’t dictate US policy’
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Regional News

A new regional initiative is set to 
provide young people in Saint Lucia 
and across the Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) with easier 
access to confidential mental health 
support. 
The OECS, in partnership with 

UNICEF, the University of the West 
Indies (UWI), the Government of An-
tigua and Barbuda and Zenith Centre, 
has launched the Young Caribbean 
Minds (YCM) Chatline, a free, anon-
ymous, text-based mental health and 
child protection support service for 
children and young people
The platform was developed follow-

ing the largest youth consultation on 
mental health legislation conducted in 
the Eastern Caribbean, with more than 
1 000 young people contributing their 
views on the challenges they face and 
the support they need.
Their feedback helped shape the 

development of the Chatline and in-
formed discussions around the future 
of mental health care in the region.
The Youth Voices: Mental Health Care 

Bill Survey Report, released alongside 
the platform, highlighted stigma as the 
biggest barrier preventing young peo-
ple from seeking support.
The report found that 34.2 per cent of 

respondents feared being judged when 
seeking mental health assistance. 
More than half called for stronger 
protections in mental health legisla-
tion, while nearly 90 per cent support-
ed rights-based approaches to mental 
health care.
Privacy was also identified as a ma-

jor factor in building trust, with on-
line chat support ranking among the 
preferred ways young people want to 
access help.
The Young Caribbean Minds Chatline 

will provide real-time psychosocial 
support through UWI-trained volun-
teers supervised by qualified psychol-
ogists. Users will be able to access the 

service anonymously, without sharing 
personal information.
An integrated child protection referral 

system will also allow young people at 
risk to be connected with appropriate 
support services.
The initiative builds on a five-month 

pilot programme, during which more 
than 1,000 support sessions were pro-
vided. According to organisers, 88 per 
cent of users said they would use the 
service again.
The Chatline has also received inter-

national recognition, being identified 
as a best practice at the Global Con-
ference on Child and Adolescent Men-
tal Health and named among the Top 
Three finalists in the UNICEF Global 
INSPIRE Awards.
Following its launch, the platform 

will undergo further volunteer training 
and system strengthening before being 
rolled out across all nine OECS Mem-
ber States, including Saint Lucia. (St 
Lucia Times)

New mental health chatline to support youth

NOTICE
TO:      LICENSING MAGISTRATE
             Magistrate’s Court
             Highstreet
             St. John’s,
             Antigua 

TO:     COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
            Police Headquarters
            American Road
            St. John’s, Antigua 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A BOTTLE LICENSE FOR 
BUSINESS

REGISTERED AS

BIGGIE MINI MART

 I, Fabian Biggs, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that it is my in-
tention to apply at the next sitting of the Liquor Licence Court 
to be held at the Magistrate’s Court, High Street, St. John’s, 
Antigua on Monday, 6th July, 2026 next ensuing for Bottle Li-
cense in respect of premises known as “BIGGIE MINI MART” 
situated at East Bus Station, in the parish of St. John, Antigua 
pursuant to Section (11) (5) of the Licensing  ( Intoxicating 
Liquor) Act Cap 249 of the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda, re-
vised edition 1992.

Dated the 19th day of June 2026
………………………………………………….
Fabian Biggs
(268) 723-9771
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

The official death toll in an Eb-
ola outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo now exceeds 
more than 400, according to of-
ficial figures released on Thurs-
day.
The highly contagious disease 

has claimed 438 lives, with 
1,406 people infected since the 
outbreak was declared in north-
eastern Ituri province on May 
15, the National Institute of Pub-
lic Health said in its latest report. 
(AFP) 

DR Congo’s Ebola official death toll exceeds 400 — authorities
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

An 11-year-old Canadian boy has 
died from rabies after being awoken 
by a bat on his nose and mouth.
The incident took place while the 

child was on a visit to a cottage in On-
tario with his family in 2024, accord-
ing to a report in the Canadian Med-
ical Association Journal published on 
Monday.
The boy, who was not named in the 

report, swatted the bat off his face, af-
ter which his father caught the winged 
mammal in a pot and released it out-
side.
The boy’s parents did not immediate-

ly seek medical attention due to their 
son not having any visible injuries and 
not thinking the bat behaved erratical-
ly, the journal states. But 19 days later, 
the boy began experiencing numbness 
and swelling on his face.
The Canadian Medical Association 

Journal chronicled his family taking 
him to get emergency care over the 
following days and both clinics and 
hospital doctors trying to diagnose his 
symptoms.
At first, an emergency clinic pre-

scribed the boy antiviral medication 
used to treat infections caused by her-
pes viruses as they presumed he might 
have Bell’s palsy, the temporary paral-
ysis of facial muscles on one side of 
the face.
Then he went to hospital on back-to-

back visits, first getting a presumed di-
agnosis of herpes gingivostomatitis, a 
viral infection of the mouth and gums, 

then returning the following day after 
the right side of his face went weak, 
the journal states.
While awaiting to be admitted, he de-

veloped a fever of 39C (102F), along 
with difficulty swallowing, confusion 
and visual hallucinations. His con-
dition rapidly worsened that day. He 
was intubated and admitted to the pae-
diatric intensive care unit, the journal 
notes.
Doctors at the University of Manito-

ba, Canada’s Department of Pediatrics 
and Child Health said they strongly 
suspected rabies.
Days later, a test confirmed that was 

the case. The Canadian Food Inspec-
tion Agency also identified a bat rabies 
virus variant.
The boy died 17 days after being ad-

mitted to hospital.

He had no history of allergies, sick 
contacts, tick bites, or recent travel 
outside the country.
Rabies infections are rare in Canada. 

There have been 28 human deaths due 
to rabies in the country since 1924, 
according to the Canadian Veterinary 
Medical Association.
“This low rate of rabies is due to 

widespread, ongoing vaccination pro-
grams, and failure to continue these 
programs can and will result in a re-
turn of disease,” the association states 
on its website.
Any direct human contact with a bat 

is an indication for rabies postexpo-
sure prophylaxi - medical treatment 
given immediately after potential ex-
posure to a rabid animal.
Infection is almost always fatal once 

symptoms develop, the report states. 
(BBC)

Canadian boy, 11, dies of rabies after waking 
to bat on his face
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Rescuers pulled a 43-year-old securi-
ty guard alive from a collapsed base-
ment early Thursday, ending a gruel-
ing days-long operation that became a 
symbol of hope after the devastation 
of twin earthquakes that struck Vene-
zuela eight days earlier.
Hernán Alberto Gil Flores was ex-

tracted safely after being trapped since 
June 24 under the rubble in the base-
ment of the Galerías Playa Grande 
shopping center in the coastal town 
in La Guaira. Rescuers initially made 
contact with him over the weekend.
Teams carrying flags from across the 

world cheered as rescuers carried Gil, 
wearing an oxygen mask on a stretch-
er covered in an orange tarp, through 
throngs of people into a Red Cross 
ambulance.
A group of men in red Costa Rican 

Red Cross uniforms embraced and 
laughed in relief, while others broke 
out into applause.
The rescue was considered a small 

miracle cutting through a week of trag-
edy. With teams sustaining him with 
food and water while they excavated 
the concrete, they were able to keep 
him alive far longer than the 48-to-72-
hour threshold most rescue operations 
give to find survivors in disasters.
Gil Flores worked as a night-shift se-

curity guard at the complex, and was 
inside his small security cabin when 
the first violent tremor struck. While 
the surrounding concrete structure 
collapsed around him, his workstation 
cabin held ground, shielding him from 
crushing debris and creating a vital 
pocket of air.
“When we found him, he asked us not 

to tell his wife that he was alive, just in 
case he wouldn’t make it,” Costa Ri-
can Red Cross rescuer Minyar Colla-
do told The Associated Press, but she 
added “We were never going to leave 
him here.”

A specialized team from the Costa 
Rican Red Cross first detected signs of 
life and established contact with him 
on Sunday.
His wife, Gusbimar González, told 

the AP that she had days of despair 
before hearing that rescuers made con-
tact. “When I learned he was alive, 
I saw a ray of light in the darkness,” 
she said. The couple has two children, 
ages 8 and 10.
The operation was coordinated by an 

urban search and rescue team of Chil-
ean firefighters, who worked around 
the clock with specialized teams from 
the United States, Portugal and Mexi-
co, Costa Rica, El Salvador and Ven-
ezuela.
Rescuers navigated a highly unsta-

ble structure, torrential rain and per-
sistent aftershocks to tunnel down to 
the survivor. They used a telescopic 
camera to help maintain constant con-
tact with Gil Flores, passing water and 
liquid nutrients through a narrow shaft 
to keep him hydrated during the final 
three days of the extraction.

María Paz Campos, a veteran fire-
fighter from Chile, talked him through 
the entire operation, and kept him calm 
during the final excruciating hours of 
Thursday.
In a video published by the Chilean 

firefighters in the hours before the res-
cue, Gil Flores is seen drawing, seem-
ingly to pass the time. Campos then 
gently tells him to look at the camera 
and to wear protective goggles.
“I need you to keep the goggles on, 

for the small particles that are falling, 
to avoid them getting into your eye,” 
Campos told the Venezuelan survivor.
The collapse of the building was 

triggered by two back-to-back earth-
quakes on June 24 that registered mag-
nitudes of 7.2 and 7.5, respectively. 
The shallow, violent tremors dam-

aged or destroyed tens of thousands of 
buildings across northern Venezuela, 
killing more than 2,200 people, injur-
ing over 11,000 and leaving La Guaira 
state as the hardest-hit region in the 
country. (AP)

Venezuelan security guard pulled alive from building 
basement eight days after twin quakes
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

The United Nations (UN) health 
agency on Thursday declared an end 
to the deadly hantavirus outbreak on 
a cruise ship which sparked interna-

tional alarm, after the last person left 
quarantine.
World Health Organisation (WHO) 

chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
told a press conference he was “very 
pleased to say that WHO considers the 
outbreak of hantavirus over”. (AFP)

WHO says cruise ship-linked hantavirus outbreak over
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025
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International

Russian drones hit a military hospital, 
shopping center, apartment blocks and 
other buildings in Kharkiv late Satur-
day, killing two people and wounding 
35 others, Ukrainian officials said.
Regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said 
that a 67-year-old man and a 70-year-
old woman were killed in the attack on 
Ukraine’s second-largest city.
Ukraine’s General Staff denounced 

the “deliberate, targeted shelling” of 
the military hospital. Among the ca-
sualties were “servicemen who were 
undergoing treatment,” it said.
The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 
Russia fired 111 exploding drones and 
decoys in the latest wave of attacks 
overnight into Sunday. It said 65 of 
them were intercepted and another 35 
were lost, likely having been electron-
ically jammed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said Sunday that over the past 
week “most regions of Ukraine” came 
under Russian attack. Writing on X, 
he said “1,310 Russian guided aerial 
bombs, over 1,000 attack drones — 
mostly ‘Shaheds’ — and nine missiles 
of various types, including ballis-
tic ones” had been launched against 
Ukraine.
Zelenskyy also repeated his assertion 
that “Russia is dragging out the war,” 
echoing comments he made Thurs-
day in Paris that Russia is prolonging 
ceasefire talks “just to buy time and 
then try to grab more land.”
Russia’s Ministry of Defense, mean-
while, said its air defense systems shot 
down six Ukrainian drones. It also 
claimed Sunday that its troops had 
taken control of a village in Ukraine’s 
partly occupied Donetsk region. The 
Russian claim could not be inde-
pendently verified, and Ukraine did 
not comment.
According to Ukrainian government 
and military analysts, Russian forces 
are preparing to launch a fresh mil-
itary offensive in the coming weeks 
to maximize pressure on Ukraine and 
strengthen the Kremlin’s negotiating 
position in ceasefire talks. (Loop Ca-
ribbean)

2 people killed and dozens 
wounded in Russian attack 
on Kharkiv
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Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10

con’t from pg 21
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Sports News
CPTSA Wings Sports Club recognizes patron Sir 

Reginal Samuel on his 93rd birthday
Two members of the CPTSA Wings 

Sports Club took the time out on 
Thursday morning to visit and greet 
the patron of the organization, Sir 
Reginal Samuel, on his 93rd birthday.
Vice-President and Chairperson of 

the Wings Youth Football Unit Barbara 
Coates and fellow Chairperson of the 
Wings Youth Football Unit Dennise 
Bascom presented a monetary gift to 
Sir Reginal in appreciation of his pa-
tronage and outstanding contribution 
to the nation of Antigua and Barbuda.
Sir Reginal Samuel is remembered 

as the sports master and art teacher of 
the Antigua Grammar School in the 
1960s. Sir Reginald also served as the 
nation’s second director of sports and 
second chairman of the now defunct 
National Sports Council.
Sir Reginal is well known for his 

works of art, such as the designer of 
the Antigua & Barbuda National Flag, 
the sculpture of Prince Klass on In-
dependence Avenue, the Statue of the 
Family at the State Insurance build-

ing on Redcliffe Street in St. John’s, among other works of art.

Vice-President and Chairperson of the Wings Youth Football Unit Barbara Coates, right, 
and fellow Chairperson of the Wings Youth Football Unit Dennise Bascom, left, during a 
presentation to Sir Reginal Samuel, second right, on the day of his 93rd birthday, Thurs-
day, July 2, 2026. (Photo courtesy of the CPTSA Wings Sports Club)
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Sports News
Former Premier champions youth teams to compete in Antigua Cup
Three former Premier Division 

champion teams have entered their 
youth teams and academies to contest 
the third edition of the Antigua Cup 
International Youth Football Tourna-
ment, which will commence at the 
Buckley’s Primary School Playing 
Field on Sunday, July 5.
Four-time top-flight winners, Bassa 

and Parham, will join another ex-Pre-
mier League champion, Villa Lions, 
in the weeklong competition, which 
will conclude on July 12.
Participating teams will compete 

in five age categories: under-9, un-
der-11, under-13, under-15, and un-
der-17.
Bassa, who are rebuilding, having 

not played in the Antigua and Barbu-
da Football Association (ABFA) do-
mestic programme for the past three 
seasons, replace Attackers, who were 
one of three teams who shared the 
under-15 title last year.
Also entering for the first time is the 

academy team of current Premier Di-
vision club Pigotts Bullets, as well 
as CPTSA Wings, the Young Lions 
of Old Road, Soccer Academy, and 
Jennings.
They will come up against under-17 

champions Old Road; Cutting Edge, 
who are the reigning under-11, un-
der-13, and girls’ division winners; 
and joint under-15 champions Lion 
Cubs and Bath United of Nevis.
The other teams and clubs partici-

pating are Empire, Earthquake, Free-
town, and the host club, Young War-
riors.
Organizers say they are humbled 

by the response of the teams taking 
part, which set the scene for an excit-
ing tournament with a number of the 
country’s best young talented players 
on display.
The 2026 Antigua Cup starts at 3pm 

on Sunday with an opening ceremo-

ny, featuring addresses from govern-
ment and sports officials represent-
ing the ABFA, the National Olympic 
Committee, and the Department of 
Youth Affairs.
There will be a parade of teams with 

awards going to the best-disciplined 

team, the best-dressed team, and the 
best-organized team.
Matches on Sunday begin from 4 

pm in the under-9, under-11, and un-
der-13 divisions as well as the girls’ 
segment.
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Sports News
Cricket West Indies announces strategic 

engagement with Teneo

Cricket West Indies (CWI) on 
Thursday announced a strategic ad-
visory engagement with Teneo, a 
global advisory firm with a strong 
presence across the Caribbean and 
an established track record advising 
leading organisations in internation-
al sport. The engagement was en-
dorsed by the CWI Board of Direc-
tors at its meeting on June 27.
Teneo, which has worked to shape 

innovative commercial models 
across football, motorsport, crick-
et, and tennis, will work alongside 
CWI’s leadership to provide an in-
dependent review of the governing 
body’s ongoing reorganisation and 
cost optimisation initiatives, with a 
focus on strengthening operational, 
financial and commercial perfor-
mance to secure CWI’s long-term 
sustainability.
The work will be led by Teneo’s 

CARICOM Chairman, Brian 

Glasgow, and Managing Director, 
David Collins, supported by spe-
cialists from Teneo’s global network 
of more than 1,800 professionals 
across 50-plus offices worldwide.
Speaking on the engagement, CWI 

CEO Chris Dehring said, “The West 
Indies brand is one of the most 
powerful and recognisable in world 
sport. We need to engage partners 
who understand how to translate 
that kind of brand power into long-
term operational strength. Teneo 
brings that experience, having ad-
vised some of the most iconic names 
in global sport, such as Manchester 
United.
“Importantly, this engagement 

gives us an independent, external 
lens on the work we have already 
begun, testing our thinking, and 
ensuring we are building on the 
soundest possible foundation. This 
is a natural next step in the broader 

transformation agenda of our 2024-
2027 Strategic Plan,” Dehring add-
ed.
Brian Glasgow, CARICOM Chair-

man at Teneo, expressed the com-
pany’s delight in having an oppor-
tunity to work with the West Indies 
cricket brand.
“Cricket West Indies is far more 

than a sporting organisation. It is a 
symbol of Caribbean pride, identity 
and achievement that has brought 
our region together for generations. 
We are honoured to have been in-
vited to support Cricket West Indies 
and look forward to working closely 
with its leadership, stakeholders and 
partners as they continue to build 
for the future.”
David Collins, Managing Director 

at Teneo, said the firm is ready to as-
sist CWI in achieving its long-term 
objectives.
“Cricket West Indies has already 

undertaken significant work in de-
veloping its plans for the future, 
and we are excited to bring our ex-
perience in organisational, financial 
and commercial advisory services 
to support that journey. Our focus 
will be on helping strengthen the 
foundations for long-term success 
so that Cricket West Indies can con-
tinue to invest in the game, create 
opportunities for future generations 
and maximise the potential of one of 
the most recognised brands in world 
sport.”
The engagement builds on CWI’s 

broader transformation agenda in-
cluding efforts to strengthen the or-
ganisation’s governance, rebuild the 
production pipeline, and deepen en-
gagement with territorial boards and 
regional stakeholders.

A Memorandum of Understanding was recently signed by the two organisations. From left 
to right: CWI President Dr. Kishore Shallow; CWI CEO Chris Dehring; David Collins, Manag-
ing Director at Teneo; and Brian Glasgow, CARICOM Chairman at Teneo. 
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Sports News
Winning start for Enforcers in New Winthorpes football league
Enforcers made a winning start in the 

New Winthorpes Community Football 
League on Wednesday.
The Enforcers launched their cam-

paign by pulling off a 3-1 victory 
against Wile Syde FC in their opening 
game of the eight-team round-robin 
community league at the New Win-
thorpes playing field.
Gisner Joseph scored his first of two 

goals in the fifth minute to give En-
forcers the lead. Delano Gilead drew 
Wile Syde FC level with a 32nd-min-
ute conversion.
But Joseph scored his second goal of 

the match when he converted a penalty 
kick in the 35th minute to restore the 
Enforcers’ lead by giving his team a 
2-1 advantage.
Keon Greene wrapped up the victory 

by scoring the third and final goal for 
the Enforcers with a strike in the 40th 
minute.
Eight teams, which are equally divid-

ed into two groups, are contesting the 
league. The re-birth of the New Win-
thorpes Community Football League 
is a collaborative venture by Nat Pan 
My Team and Real Blizzard FC.
Meanwhile, there were opening game 

wins for West Bank Hatton and Jen-
nings United when action continued in 
the Gray’s Green Community Football 
League at the Keithley Sheppard Rec-
reational Park on Wednesday evening.
West Bank Hatton launched their 

campaign with a 6-0 drubbing of 
Earthquake in the opening game of a 
double-header.

Shaquille Perry struck a hat trick, 
Navar Mason had a double conver-
sion, and the other goal was scored by 
Shavin Graham.
Goals by Ian Francis, Daniel Wil-

liams, and Jvontia Benjamin propelled 
Jennings United to a 3-0 victory over 
Black Storm in their opening encoun-
ter.
The competition kicked off with wins 

for Xclusive Ballaz and Hothead & 
Friends in the opening games at the 
same venue on Tuesday.
Carlos Tittle and Akeem Issac each 

scored once to give Xclusive Ballaz a 
2-0 victory against CPTSA Wings FC.
It was much closer in the other en-

counter in which Hothead & Friends 
snatched a 3-2 victory against El Gua-
po in a keenly contested affair.
Kamali Looby, Josue Arias, and Ad-

jani Thomas converted the goals for 
Hothead & Friends, while Rakeem 
Joseph and Troy Jules scored for El 
Guapo.
Twelve teams are contesting the 

Gray’s Green Community League, 
which is organized by the Empire 
Football Club.
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Sports News

The Dredgers men’s softball cricket team

Dredgers reap more success in ABSCA 
men’s T20 contest

The Dredgers have continued their 
winning run in their campaign in the 
Antigua and Barbuda Softball Crick-
et Association’s (ABSCA) WTP 93.5 
FM and Chet Greene T20 Champion-
ships.
The Dredgers made it three wins in a 

row with a crushing 111-run triumph 
over the Mix-Up Stars at the Clare 
Hall playing field in their latest outing.
Player of the match Tyrone Williams 

Jr. smashed his second successive 
century to lift the Dredgers to 240 for 
three off their 20 overs. 
After smashing an unbeaten 120 in 

his previous innings against Goody’s 
Advent 300, Tyrone Williams Jr. 
slammed 111 not out, including nine 
sixes and three fours.
The Dredgers also benefitted from a 

contribution of 46 extras, and Mervin 
Higgins chipped in with 34.
In reply, the Mix-Up Stars were re-

stricted to 129 for seven off their 20 
overs. Federick Floyd hit 42, Isiah 
Viville struck 33, and there was a con-
tribution of 29 extras. It was the third 
loss in as many games for the Mix-Up 
Stars.
Player of the match Kenrick Scott 

also smashed a century as Marcko 
Inc. Buckley’s 3Js maintained their 
unbeaten run by surging to their third 
win in as many matches with a crush-
ing 197-run victory over PMS at the 
same venue.
Scott slammed 133, including 11 six-

es and nine fours, as the Buckley’s 
3Js rattled up 239 without losing any 
wickets off their 20 overs.
Fellow opening partner Randino 

Turner hammered 90, including nine 
fours and three sixes.
In reply, PMS crashed to their third 

consecutive loss after only being able 
to muster 42 for six in 13 overs. Richie 
Thomas bagged two for 10, and Rod-

ney Williams claimed two for 17.
Meanwhile, Potters Uprising Crick-

et Team recorded their first win in the 
women’s T20 competition on Wednes-
day night.
After losing their previous two 

matches, Potters Uprising pulled off 
an eight-wicket victory against Bravos 
Wholesale and Distributors Jennings 
Rockets, who suffered their third loss 
in as many games.
The Jennings Rockets were restrict-

ed 82 for eight off their 20 overs. 
Ann-Marie Parker hit 28, and their 
total benefited from a contribution of 
26 extras. Player of the match Coller 
Simon grabbed four for 18.
The Potters Uprising Cricket Team 

secured victory by achieving their vic-
tory target of 83 runs without losing 
any wickets in 12.2 overs.
Nolia Elvin slammed an unbeaten 40, 

and Jemma Joseph hit 22 not out.
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.
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West Indies and Sri Lanka meet in second Test
The West Indies will be seeking more 

success when the second Test of the 
two-match series against Sri Lanka 
begins at the Sir Vivian Richards Sta-
dium in North Sound, Antigua, on Fri-
day (today).
The first match was a one-sided af-

fair, with West Indies winning by an 
innings and 217 runs. The hosts domi-
nated all departments, leaving Sri Lan-
ka looking for answers after a disap-
pointing performance.
The West Indies team, led by Roston 

Chase, has shown a remarkable turn-
around after a string of seven defeats 
in their last eight Tests.
Their emphatic win in the first Test 

has brought back confidence in this 
young squad. Shai Hope is likely to 
return to the playing XI for the second 
Test, further strengthening an already 
promising side.
Sri Lanka, on the other hand, have 

a lot of room for improvement after 
their first Test defeat. Key players like 
Pathum Nissanka, Kusal Mendis, and 
Kamindu Mendis had disappointing 
outings in the first match.
Despite skipper Dhananjaya de Sil-

va’s century in the first innings, more 
is expected from his teammates against 
quality pace bowling away from home.
Sri Lanka’s bowling attack was also 

hampered by Lahiru Kumara’s early 
injury in the first Test. However, Mi-
lan Rathnayake’s five-wicket haul was 
a silver lining for the team.
On the batting front, Dinesh Chandi-

mal has been Sri Lanka’s most consis-
tent red-ball batter since 2022 with an 
average of 54.65. He scored 97 runs 
in two innings during the first Test but 
will need to deliver bigger innings if 

Sri Lanka hopes to make a comeback 
in this series.
The West Indies have added fast-bowl-

ing allrounder Keemo Paul to their 
squad for the second Test, while Hope 
has recovered from his injury.
Hope’s return could mean a change in 

the playing XI as Jangoo’s impressive 
performance in the first Test makes 
him a strong contender to stay. On Sri 
Lanka’s side, Kumara’s injury will 
prompt at least one change with Vish-
wa Fernando likely to step in.
In 25 matches, Sri Lanka have se-

cured 11 wins compared to West In-
dies’ five. Nine matches have been 
drawn. On Windies soil, they have 

clashed 13 times. West Indies have 
won five matches to Sri Lanka’s two. 
Six matches have been drawn.
WI probable XI: John Campbell, 

Brandon King, Shai Hope, Amir Jan-
goo, Justin Greaves, Roston Chase 
(captain), Joshua da Silva (wk), 
Jayden Seales, Alzarri Joseph, Shamar 
Joseph, and Kemar Roach.
Sri Lanka probable XI: Pathum 

Nissanka, Nishan Madushka, Dinesh 
Chandimal, Kamindu Mendis, Dhan-
anjaya de Silva (captain), Kusal 
Mendis (wk), Sonal Dinusha, Milan 
Rathnayake, Kasun Rajitha, Vishwa 
Fernando, and Asitha Fernando.

Shai Hope, left, captain Roston Chase, center, and head coach Daren Sammy at the West 
Indies final net session in Antigua on Thursday ahead of the second Test against Sri Lanka 
at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium. (CWI Media)


