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Prime Minister Gaston Browne (centre) along with Sir David Harrison, MP Michael Freeland, High Commis-
sioner Karen-Mae Hill, Dr. Jonah Greene and others toured the Potters Sports Field Redevelopment Project 
on Thursday
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Local News

Prime Minister Gaston Browne has 
reported to the Cabinet details of dis-
cussions he has had with the Spanish 
Ambassador to the Caribbean sur-
rounding the government’s decision to 
adopt Spanish as the country’s official 
second language.
The discussions focused on Spain’s 

willingness to provide technical as-
sistance and support to Antigua and 
Barbuda as the Government advanc-
es its goal of making Spanish the na-
tion’s second language. Cabinet was 
informed that the initiative forms part 
of a broader strategy to strengthen An-
tigua and Barbuda’s engagement with 
Latin America and to position citizens 
to take advantage of expanded oppor-
tunities in tourism, trade, education, 
and international business.
Among the areas of cooperation dis-

cussed were the provision of lecturers, 
teaching resources, teacher training 
programmes, software and education-
al tools, and the development of short 
courses in Spanish. Particular empha-
sis was placed on training for pro-
fessionals working in sectors such as 
tourism, hospitality, airport services, 
seaport operations, security, and cus-
toms.
The Prime Minister also advised Cab-

inet that discussions included the pos-
sibility of establishing a Spanish lan-
guage and cultural institute in Antigua 
and Barbuda, which would serve as a 
hub for language instruction, cultural 

exchange, and educational collabora-
tion.
Additional proposals under consid-

eration include student exchange pro-
grammes with Spain, opportunities 
for Antiguan and Barbudan teachers 
to travel to Spain to teach English, 
and the provision of scholarships and 
other forms of technical cooperation 
designed to build national capacity in 
language education.
Cabinet was informed that Antigua 

and Barbuda will also explore oppor-
tunities for support from other Span-
ish-speaking countries in Latin Ameri-
ca as part of a wider effort to strengthen 
Spanish language instruction and pro-
ficiency across the country.
Cabinet also highlighted its commit-

ment to the initiative by leading from 
the front. Several senior government 

officials and Cabinet members are al-
ready fluent Spanish speakers, includ-
ing the Hon. E.P. Chet Greene, Cabi-
net Secretary Konata Lee, Hon. Maria 
Browne and the Hon. Dwayne George, 
demonstrating the value of multilin-
gualism in public service and interna-
tional engagement.
The Government recognizes that 

Spanish is one of the most widely spo-
ken languages in the world and that 
increasing Spanish-language com-
petency among citizens will enhance 
Antigua and Barbuda’s competitive-
ness in tourism, commerce, diploma-
cy, and regional integration. Cabinet 
therefore welcomed the discussions 
and expressed support for continued 
engagement with Spain and other in-
ternational partners to advance this 
important national objective.
The Government remains committed 

to equipping future generations with 
the linguistic skills necessary to thrive 
in an increasingly interconnected glob-
al economy while deepening Antigua 
and Barbuda’s cultural and economic 
ties with the wider Spanish-speaking 
world.
Cabinet spokesman Maurice Mer-

chant reported that Ambassador to 
the Organisation of American States, 
Sir Ronald Sanders, has informed the 
government of the positive feedback 
he has received from Latin American 
countries at the OAS and how they 
have welcomed the initiative.

A&B Gets Much Applause For Spanish Language Adotion

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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Local News

The Barbuda Council is being cau-
tioned yet again that any attempt to 
lease, sell, or otherwise dispose of land 
on the sister isle is illegal and unau-
thorised structures erected on Crown 
lands could face demolition.
The latest warning came Thursday 

from Director General of Communica-
tions Maurice Merchant as he outlined 
the government’s position on land 
ownership and the ongoing establish-
ment of a Barbuda Land Registry. He 
said Cabinet remains convinced that 
the legal questions surrounding land 
ownership on Barbuda have already 
been settled and that efforts by the 
Barbuda Council to transfer interests 
in land are without legal standing.
“There has been a mad push by the 

council to provide lease to individuals 
on Barbuda, and there is where Cab-
inet says that it’s illegal, it’s against 
the law,” Merchant said. “It has been 
proven in the highest courts. There is 
no other court that anyone can go to 
address the land issue in Barbuda any-
more. The matter is closed.”
“The lands on Antigua, the lands on 

Barbuda belong to the Crown, full 
stop,” he stated. “Cabinet believes 
that any attempts by anyone, including 
the Barbuda Council, to divest lands, 
whether via lease, whether financially, 
for financial gain or just simply giving 
away the land, is illegal.”
He added that the government is pre-

pared to take decisive action to halt 
any such activities.
His comments came as Cabinet re-

ceived an update from Attorney Gen-
eral and Minister for Legal Affairs Sir 
Steadroy Benjamin on the progress 
being made toward establishing and 
operationalising the Barbuda Land 
Registry and preparing for the sale of 
Crown lands on the island.
According to Cabinet, significant ad-

vances have been made in developing 
the legal and administrative frame-

work required to facilitate land regis-
tration and ownership transactions in 
Barbuda, and any purported transac-
tions made by the council will not be 

recognised or honoured by the Gov-
ernment of Antigua and Barbuda.
Merchant also issued a stern warning 

regarding structures being built with-
out proper authorisation.
“If they are erecting structures ille-

gally on Barbuda without adequate 
permission from the owners of the 
land, the owners being the Crown, 
then Cabinet says that the government 
reserves the right to demolish those il-
legal structures,” he said.
“And Cabinet is very serious about 

it.”
At the same time, the Director Gen-

eral of Communications moved to 
reassure long-time residents that the 
government’s plans are not intended 
to displace Barbudans who have occu-
pied land for generations.

Barbuda Council Warned Land Leases Illegal, 
Unauthorised Structures Will Be Demolished

Attorney General, Sir Steadroy Benjamin
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Tourism Minister Charles Fernandez 
has challenged stakeholders across 
Antigua and Barbuda’s tourism indus-
try to elevate standards of profession-
alism and service excellence as the 
country seeks to strengthen its stand-
ing as one of the Caribbean’s premier 
cruise destinations.
Speaking at the 2025/2026 Cruise 

Season Review Workshop held at Den-
nis Beach Bar Restaurant and Con-
ference Centre on Thursday, Fernan-

dez said the continued success of the 
cruise sector depends on the collective 
commitment of everyone involved in 
delivering the visitor experience.
The workshop brought together gov-

ernment officials, tourism profession-
als, cruise industry representatives, 
taxi operators, vendors, tour operators, 
and other stakeholders to review the 
recently concluded cruise season, as-
sess performance, and identify oppor-
tunities for future growth.
“The success of the cruise industry 

does not rest with any one organiza-
tion,” Fernandez told participants. “It 
is the result of the collective efforts of 
government agencies, Antigua Cruise 
Port, taxi operators, retailers, vendors, 
tour operators, excursion partners, 
security personnel, port workers and 
countless others who work tirelessly to 
ensure every visitor leaves our shores 
with a positive impression.”
The minister emphasized that while 

Antigua and Barbuda is international-

ly recognized for its beaches and natu-
ral beauty, the country’s greatest asset 
remains its people.
“There are countries with beaches 

almost as nice as Antigua’s, but what 
sets us apart is our people. We are 
more welcoming and we provide a 
better experience,” he said.
Fernandez praised Antigua Cruise 

Port and its parent company, Global 
Ports Holding, for helping to modern-
ize and expand the country’s cruise 
tourism product through strategic in-
vestment, international expertise, and 
partnerships that have enhanced Anti-
gua’s reputation within the industry.
He noted that Antigua and Barbuda’s 

success has become a model for other 
destinations in the region, pointing to 
a recently announced agreement be-
tween the Government of Saint Vin-
cent and the Grenadines and Global 
Ports Holding for the future develop-
ment and operation of the Kingstown 
Cruise Port.

Fernandez Urges Tourism Stakeholders to Raise 
Standards as Antigua Positions for Cruise Growth
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Meanwhile, General Manager of An-
tigua Cruise Port, Gaspar George, re-
ported another strong performance for 
the destination, citing steady growth 
in cruise calls and passenger arrivals 
over recent years.
According to George, cruise ship 

calls increased from 391 during the 
2022-2023 season to 455 during the 
2025-2026 season, while passenger ar-
rivals reached approximately 850,000 
during the latest season.
He also highlighted significant growth 

in Antigua’s homeporting sector, not-
ing that passenger numbers have more 
than doubled in recent years. The 
opening of the port’s fifth berth, he 
said, has created additional capacity 
and generated increased interest from 
major cruise lines seeking expanded 
operations in Antigua.
The workshop also featured a presen-

tation from Colin C. James, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority, who outlined 
emerging trends shaping the global 
cruise industry.
James pointed to the recent visit by 

internet personality  IShowSpeed  as 
an example of how younger travellers 
are increasingly seeking authentic and 
immersive experiences when choosing 
destinations.

“People want to hear our stories, ex-
perience our culture and engage with 
our communities,” James said. “No 
one can tell Antigua and Barbuda’s 
story better than Antiguans and Bar-
budans.”
He noted that modern cruise passen-

gers are increasingly interested in cul-
tural experiences, culinary tourism, 
sustainability initiatives, and personal-

ized excursions rather than traditional 
sightseeing activities alone.
James also encouraged tourism stake-

holders to embrace technological ad-
vancements, including digital payment 
systems, to meet the expectations of 
younger travellers who increasingly 
prefer seamless, cashless transactions 
and customized experiences.
Among the opportunities identified 

for future growth was the continued 
expansion of homeporting operations, 
which James said could generate in-
creased hotel occupancy, transporta-
tion demand, employment opportu-
nities, and broader economic activity 
across the country.
Also attending the workshop was 

Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Tourism, Michael Freeland.
The workshop concluded with inter-

active discussions focused on identi-
fying practical solutions to enhance 
visitor experiences, strengthen col-
laboration among industry stakehold-
ers, and ensure Antigua and Barbuda 
remains among the Caribbean’s most 
competitive and desirable cruise des-
tinations.
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Members of the Potters Sports Field 
Redevelopment Committee today wel-
comed Sir David Harrison, principal 
donor of the multi-million-dollar Pot-
ters Sports Field Redevelopment Proj-
ect, on his third visit to the site. The 
Right Honourable Gaston Browne, 
Prime Minister, joined the visit and 
expressed sincere appreciation to Sir 
David for his significant investment in 
the development of the Potters com-
munity and the people of Antigua and 
Barbuda. 
Earlier this week, High Commission-

er Karen-Mae Hill, the visionary be-
hind this redevelopment, invited the 
Honourable Michael Freeland, the 
Parliamentary Representative for St. 
George’s, to conduct a walk-through 
and to update him on the plans and 
projected timelines for this project.
The redeveloped facility will feature 

state-of-the-art basketball, netball 
and volleyball courts, a dual-purpose 
cricket and football field, a Little 
League baseball diamond, a children’s 
play area, a walking trail, and a half-
sized Olympic swimming pool. The 
project is designed to create opportu-
nities for youth development, sports 
excellence, recreation, and communi-

ty engagement while introducing new 
sporting pathways, including baseball, 
to young Antiguans and Barbudans.
The initiative has attracted support 

from several generous donors, in-
cluding the late Sir Aziz Hadeed, in 
whose honour the cricket and football 
pavilion will be named the Aziz Fares 
Hadeed Pavilion. Additional contribu-
tions have been provided by Satellite 
Energy Ltd., Ophir Daniel and Ann 

Chapman-Daniel, the Department of 
the Environment and Bonnie Floyd 
Ministries. Critical support and advice 
have also been received from the Gov-
ernor General, Sir Rodney Williams, 
the Ministry of Works, the Board of 
Education, the Ministry of Sports, 
APUA, the Port Authority, Evron 
Zachariah from C.E.A.S Engineering, 
Cricket West Indies, the Survey De-
partment and the National Solid Waste 
Management Authority.

Potters Sports Field Redevelopment Project Advances
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Importantly, 80 per cent of the labour 
force engaged on the project has come 
directly from Potters Village, ensuring 
that the economic benefits of the rede-
velopment remain within the commu-
nity while fostering local skills devel-
opment and employment.
The technical team advised that con-

struction will be completed in phases, 
with the hardcourt facilities scheduled 

as the first major component to be 
delivered. Materials for the spectator 
stands have already been ordered and 
are expected to arrive by the end of 
July.
High Commissioner Hill noted that 

the project is ultimately about empow-
ering the community that helped shape 
her. She emphasised that the facility 
will serve as a catalyst for physical 

health, mental well-being, social co-
hesion, youth development, and en-
trepreneurship. Upon completion, the 
redeveloped sports complex will serve 
as a premier venue for community 
activities, school sports, and national 
events, while positioning Potters as 
a future host community for regional 
and international sporting activities, 
including the Commonwealth Games.

Local News
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The Cabinet of Antigua and Barbuda 
has instructed the Labour Department 
and the One Stop Employment Cen-
tre (OSEC) to strengthen their efforts 
to publicise available jobs, amid con-
cerns that too many work permit ap-
plications are being approved for posi-
tions that could be filled by Antiguans 
and Barbudans.
Speaking during Thursday’s 

post-Cabinet press briefing, Director 
General of Communications Maurice 
Merchant said Cabinet members rou-
tinely review work permit applica-
tions submitted by Labour Minister Sir 
Steadroy Benjamin and have become 
increasingly concerned about the types 
of jobs for which foreign workers are 
being sought.
“Every Wednesday, the Minister for 

Labour brings to Cabinet a list of re-
quests for work permits, and these re-
quests are prepared by the Labour De-
partment,” Merchant explained. “They 
come with either recommendations, 
highly recommended, or for Cabinet 
to make considerations on whether or 
not to grant these requests.”
Merchant said Cabinet has repeatedly 

observed applications from businesses 
seeking permission to import workers 
for positions that do not appear to re-
quire specialised skills. Those Cabinet 
members are of the opinion that “there 
is something drastically wrong with 
that process because they believe that 
locals can assume those positions”. 
Such positions include cooks and nan-
nies.

As a result, Cabinet believes more 
must be done to ensure that local work-
ers are aware of available employment 
opportunities before employers turn to 
foreign labour.
“And so Cabinet says there needs to 

be more communication from the La-
bour Department advising the gener-
al public of the availability of jobs,” 
Merchant stated. “Cabinet wants the 

Labour Department, the OSEC, to im-
prove on its footprint, improve on how 
it advertises available jobs in Antigua 
and Barbuda, so that Antiguans and 
Barbudans have first preference.”
During its regular weekly meeting on 

Wednesday, the Cabinet heard from 
Labour Commissioner and the Man-
ager of the One Stop Employment 
Centre Eltonia David on labour mar-
ket conditions, employment trends, 
and the administration of work permit 
applications.
While she stated that employers are 

already required to advertise vacancies 
and provide evidence that efforts have 
been made to recruit locally, Cabinet 
concluded that stronger measures are 
needed.
Going forward, employers seek-

ing work permits will be required to 
demonstrate that vacancies were ad-
vertised through a range of recognised 
media platforms, including print and 
digital outlets, in addition to OSEC’s 
existing recruitment mechanisms.

Cabinet Questions Rise in Work Permits for 
Jobs Locals Can Fill

Director of Communications in the Office of 
the Prime Minister, Maurice Merchant
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Local News

The dynamic twin-island nation of 
Antigua and Barbuda was spotlight-
ed this week at the Caribbean Tour-
ism Organization’s (CTO) Caribbean 
Week in New York, held from June 
1–5 at the InterContinental New York 
Times Square. The Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority (ABTA) 
joined representatives from across the 
Caribbean under this year’s theme, 
“One Caribbean: Infinite Experienc-
es,” playing an active role in showcas-
ing the diversity, resilience, and future 
of Caribbean tourism.
 The high-profile delegation from An-

tigua and Barbuda was led by Minister 
of Tourism, Charles H. Fernández. He 
was joined by:

►►Senator Angelica O’Donoghue, 
Government Relations Manager in 
the Ministry of Tourism, Transpor-
tation, Civil Aviation and Invest-
ment
►►Colin C. James, Chief Executive 
Officer, the Antigua and Barbuda 
Tourism Authority
►►Dean Fenton, Director of Tourism, 
Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Au-
thority-USA
►►Charmaine Spencer, Chief Market-
ing Officer, the Antigua and Barbu-
da Tourism Authority
►►Abena Merchant, Senior Digital 
Marketing Officer, the Antigua and 
Barbuda Tourism Authority

  “Caribbean Week continues to be 
a powerful reminder of what makes 
our region so special,” said Minister 
Fernández. “It is an opportunity for 
us to collaborate as Caribbean desti-
nations, while also sharing the unique 
story of Antigua and Barbuda with one 
of our most important source markets. 
From our beaches and heritage to our 
cuisine, culture, and the unmatched 
energy of Antigua Carnival, we are 
proud to show travellers why our des-
tination remains one of the Caribbe-
an’s most compelling.”
  The Antigua and Barbuda delega-

tion made the most of their time in 

Antigua and Barbuda Spotlighted At CTO’s 
Caribbean Week in NYC

L-R Michelle Lightfoot, Consular Officer of the Antigua and Barbuda Consulate General in 
New York. Senator the Hon. Angelica O’Donoghue, Government Relations Manager in the 
Ministry of Tourism, Transportation, Civil Aviation and Investment, Dona Regis-Prosper 
is Secretary-General and Chief Executive Officer of the Caribbean Tourism Organization 
(CTO), The Hon. Charles H. Fernández, Minister of Tourism, Civil Aviation, Transportation 
and Investment and his wife, Jill Fernandez, Mrs. Charmaine Spencer, Chief Marketing 
Officer, the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority. Credit: CTO

L-R Dean Fenton, Director of Tourism, Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority-USA The 
Hon. Charles H. Fernández, Minister of Tourism, Civil Aviation, Transportation and In-
vestment Senator the Hon. Angelica O’Donoghue, Government Relations Manager in the 
Ministry of Tourism, Transportation, Civil Aviation and Investment, Carnival dancers from 
Tropical Fete and Antiguan Steel Pan Drummer Johnny Gomes. Credit: Cessie Cerrato
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New York through a robust schedule 
of ministerial forums, industry discus-
sions, media engagements, and cultur-

al showcases. Minister Fernández par-
ticipated in key CTO programming, 

including the Council of Ministers’ 
forum, where regional leaders ex-
changed insights on tourism growth, 
airlift, sustainability, marketing, and 
the continued competitiveness of the 
Caribbean.
A major highlight of the week was 

Antigua and Barbuda’s appearance 
on  WPIX-TV,  where the destination 
brought the excitement of Antigua 
Carnival directly to New York viewers. 
This year’s segment featured  Anti-
guan native Johnny Gomes on steel 
pan, along with  Carnival models 
from Tropical Fete, placing the spot-
light on Antigua Carnival 2026, sched-
uled for July 25–August 4 under the 
theme “Feel the Rhythm.” The live-
ly appearance showcased the colour, 
rhythm, music, movement, and pag-
eantry that define Antigua and Bar-
buda’s summer festival season and 
invited travellers to experience the 
Caribbean’s Greatest Summer Festival 
first-hand.

Local News

 L-R Mrs. Charmaine Spencer, Chief Marketing Officer, the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority, Michelle Lightfoot, Consular Officer 
of the Antigua and Barbuda Consulate General in New York. Senator the Hon. Angelica O’Donoghue, Government Relations Manager in 
the Ministry of Tourism, Dean Fenton, Director of Tourism, Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority-USA, Antiguan mixologist Ralph and 
chef Claude Lewis.  Credit: Cessie Cerrato

 L-R The Hon. Charles H. Fernández, Minister of Tourism, Civil Aviation, Transportation 
and Investment, Dean Fenton, Director of Tourism, Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Author-
ity-USA, Senator Hon. Angelica O’Donoghue, Government Relations Manager in the Min-
istry of Tourism, Transportation, Civil Aviation and Investment, Ms. Abena Merchant, Se-
nior Digital Marketing Officer, the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority PIX 11 Hosts. 
Credit: Cessie Cerrato

https://tracking.us.nylas.com/l/dba23226340c4e74a8d3d11129cbe73e/3/2dcea3eb2bd10c6aa9f83288c574ce5cdbd3427f90bbc9d0e6b40076319dd3e8?cache_buster=1781133931
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Antigua and Barbuda will host a 
Specialised Services Sector Training 
Programme in collaboration with the 
OECS Secretariat from June 29 to July 
2, 2026, at the Customs and Excise Di-
vision Conference Room, Deep Water 
Habour. 
This initiative forms part of a region-

al consultancy titled “Technical Sup-
port to OECS Independent Protocol 
Member for Specialized Training to 
Strengthen and Enhance Knowledge 
Capacity, Policymaking and Negotiat-
ing Skills of Public and Private Sector 
Stakeholders in the Services Sector.”
The programme is being implement-

ed under the framework of the Organ-
isation of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS), which comprises Antigua 
and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, 
Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines. The initiative supports 
the objectives of the Revised Treaty 
of Basseterre, which established the 
Eastern Caribbean Economic Union 
(ECEU) and promotes deeper eco-
nomic integration, policy harmonisa-
tion, and the development of a single 

economic space.
The programme comes at a critical 

time as OECS Member States seek to 
strengthen their resilience and compet-
itiveness in global services markets, 
particularly in the face of ongoing eco-
nomic challenges and the long-term 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The programme is designed to 

strengthen the technical competencies 
of: 
· Trade officials and public sector 

policymakers 
· Business Support Organisations 

(BSOs) 
· Private sector stakeholders in the 

services industry

Participants will benefit from a series 
of activities, including: 
· Development of a Specialized Ser-

vices Sector Training Plan tailored to 
national needs 
· National Training Workshop to 

build practical policy and negotiation 
skills

 · A Stakeholder Sensitisation and 
Awareness Seminar focused on key is-
sues such as: 
o Trends in services and non-tradi-

tional sectors 
o Trade in Services (TIS) obligations 
o Addressing barriers to services trade 
o Market intelligence tools for ser-

vices development
The training will be delivered in a 

hybrid format to ensure broad partic-
ipation from public and private sector 
stakeholders. This initiative enables 
Member States to better leverage trade 
agreements, modernise regulatory 
frameworks, and enhance competi-
tiveness in global services markets. 
By strengthening institutional capac-
ity and improving policy coherence, 
the programme aims to support sus-
tainable economic growth, resilience, 
and increased participation in regional 
and international trade. Stakeholders 
in Antigua and Barbuda interested in 
participating are encouraged to contact 
the Ministry of Trade at 562-1532/562-
8114 or MOT@ab.gov.ag for further 
information and registration details

Specialised Services Sector Training Is 
Coming To Antigua and Barbuda



FRIDAY 12TH JUNE 2026

PAGE 13

FRIDAY 12TH JUNE 2026

TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Local News

Hope for the Future in Antigua and 
Barbuda, in collaboration with the 
Healthy Caribbean Coalition, Healthy 
Caribbean Youth, the Antigua and 
Barbuda Diabetes Association, the 
Antigua and Barbuda Heart and Stroke 
Foundation, Scrub Life Cares, and oth-
er local and regional partners, hosted a 
public engagement activity as part of 
the Make it Make Sense for Our Fu-
ture / Hope for the Future 3.0 regional 
advocacy initiative.
The activity was held during the Scrub 

Life Cares Grow With the Flo Women 
& Girls Health Expo on May 23rd, 
2026, providing an opportunity to en-
gage children, youth, parents, caregiv-
ers, educators, health professionals, 
and community members in important 
conversations about children’s health, 
school food environments, and the im-
pact of unhealthy food and beverage 
marketing in and around schools. This 
event is also taking place in Barbados, 
Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
and Trinidad and Tobago.
Make it Make Sense for Our Fu-

ture builds on the regional Hope for 
the Future youth advocacy movement, 
which emerged from the 2024 meet-
ing, Caribbean Youth Voices in Health 
Advocacy Spaces – Healthy Food Pol-
icy Action, hosted in Bridgetown, Bar-
bados by the Healthy Caribbean Co-
alition and Healthy Caribbean Youth, 
in partnership with the Jamaica Youth 
Advocacy Network, the Heart Founda-
tion of Jamaica, the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation of Barbados, and UNICEF 
Jamaica.
The 2024 meeting brought together 

more than 50 youth and young pro-
fessionals from across the Caribbean 
to strengthen youth advocacy around 
healthy food policies, including front-
of-package nutrition warning labels 
and stronger protections for children in 
school food environments. As an out-
come of that meeting, youth advocates 
across the region committed to leading 
synchronized advocacy activities fo-
cused on improving and strengthening 
school nutrition policies.
For 2026, Hope for the Future 3.0 

focuses on building public awareness 
and support for policies that restrict 
the marketing of ultra-processed prod-
ucts in and around schools. It aligns 
with the Healthy Caribbean Coalition 
and partners’ digital campaign - Make 
it Make sense - which highlights the 
need to protect children from harm-
ful marketing, sponsorship, and com-
mercial influence that may shape food 
preferences, normalize unhealthy 
products, and undermine healthy 
school environments.
During the Antigua and Barbuda ac-

tivation, community members were 
invited to reflect on questions such 
as whether schools should promote 
healthy choices for children and how 
they feel about soft drinks, fast food, or 
other ultra-processed product brands 
sponsoring school events. Through 
conversation, visual campaign mate-
rials, and photo advocacy, the activity 
encouraged the public to think critical-
ly about the messages children receive 
in and around school spaces.
The activity also gave community 

members an opportunity to show vis-

Hope for the Future in Antigua and Barbuda Engages Community 
on Protecting Children from Unhealthy Food Marketing
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ible support for healthier school envi-
ronments by adding their name in sup-
port for healthier food environments 
and taking photos with advocacy signs 
calling for stronger protection of chil-
dren from unhealthy food marketing.
“Schools should be spaces where 

children are encouraged and supported 
to make healthy choices,” said one at-
tendee at the event. “When unhealthy 
products are repeatedly promoted in 
and around schools, it can influence 
what children see as normal, desirable, 
or acceptable. This campaign is about 
helping our communities make sense 
of that issue and building support 
for policies that put children’s health 
first.”

The collaboration reflects a growing 
regional call for urgent action to ad-
dress non-communicable diseases and 
improve food environments for chil-
dren and young people. In Antigua and 
Barbuda and across the Caribbean, 
youth advocates and civil society orga-
nizations continue to play an important 
role in raising awareness, mobilizing 
communities, and encouraging policy 
action that supports healthier futures.
By bringing Make it Make Sense for 

Our Future into a community-cen-
tered space like the Grow With the Flo 
Health Expo, the Antigua and Barbuda 
activation helped connect the issue of 
food marketing to broader conversa-
tions around child health, family well-

ness, prevention, and equity.
“This is not only about what children 

eat,” said another attendee. “It is also 
about the environments that shape 
their choices. Protecting children from 
harmful marketing in schools is an im-
portant step toward creating healthier 
communities and a stronger future for 
Antigua and Barbuda.”
Hope for the Future in Antigua and 

Barbuda extends appreciation to all 
collaborating organizations, volun-
teers, youth advocates, and communi-
ty members who supported the activity 
and added their voices to the call for 
healthier school environments.

Local News
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By Sir Ronald Sanders
Small and medium-sized states, from 

the most vulnerable island nations to 
more diversified middleincome econ-
omies, have always faced a difficult 
reality. They have to navigate a world 
in which power is unevenly distribut-
ed and in which the decisions of larger 
countries can have profound conse-
quences for their security, prosperity, 
and independence.
For decades, however, there was a de-

gree of predictability in international 
affairs. While powerful countries exer-
cised greater influence, there remained 
broad acceptance of certain principles: 
that sovereignty should be respected, 
territorial integrity protected, disputes 
settled peacefully, and international 
agreements honoured. International 
institutions and rules did not eliminate 
inequalities of power, but they helped 
to moderate them.
Today, that environment is less cer-

tain.
Geopolitical rivalry is intensifying. 

Economic pressure is increasingly 
used as an instrument of policy. Long-
standing assumptions about alliances, 
international obligations, and sov-

ereignty itself are being questioned 
more openly than at any time in recent 
memory.
For small and medium-sized states 

alike, these developments are espe-
cially significant—for the smallest 
because they magnify existing vulner-
abilities, and for the medium-sized be-
cause they narrow the room for their, 
hitherto, independent initiative. They 
do not possess the military, econom-
ic, or political weight to shape inter-
national events on their own. Their 
prosperity depends upon stable inter-
national arrangements. Their securi-
ty depends upon predictability. Their 
ability to pursue national objectives 
often rests on cooperation rather than 
coercion.
In a world where power is becoming 

more assertive and international rules 
less certain, the ability to build part-
nerships, form coalitions, and advance 
common interests through association 
may become one of the most import-
ant strategic assets for both small sates 
and medium sized nations, such as 
Australia and Canada.
This is where the Commonwealth as-

sumes renewed importance.
The Commonwealth – a voluntary as-

sociation of fifty-six states from across 
the world - remains one of the few in-
ternational organisations that brings 
together major developed economies, 
emerging powers, and small vulnera-
ble states within a single framework. It 
includes countries such as the United 
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and In-
dia alongside nations from Africa, the 
Caribbean, the Pacific, and Asia.
At a time when states need wider 

partnerships and greater influence, the 
Commonwealth offers something in-
creasingly rare: a forum where coun-
tries of vastly different size and power 
engage one another regularly and di-
rectly.
Yet the Commonwealth should not be 

romanticised. The Commonwealth has 

never been free of power imbalanc-
es within its own association. Larger 
and wealthier members have often 
exercised considerable influence over 
its priorities and decisions. The Unit-
ed Kingdom has historically played a 
central role in shaping the institution. 
Australia and New Zealand have long 
exercised significant influence in the 
Pacific. Canada, India, South Africa, 
and Nigeria each carry weight that 
smaller members cannot match.
The question, therefore, is not wheth-

er larger countries possess greater in-
fluence. They plainly do. The more 
important question is whether the 
Commonwealth provides opportu-
nities for smaller states to be heard, 
build coalitions, and affect outcomes 
in ways that would be far more diffi-
cult outside the association; and, also, 
provides support for medium-sized 
nations that they now need.
The international system remains 

largely hierarchical. The Common-
wealth, by contrast, functions primari-
ly through relationships, consultation, 
and consensus. That distinction mat-
ters.
Within the association all states pos-

sess something they would otherwise 
lack: regular access, established net-
works, coalitionbuilding opportuni-
ties, and channels through which ideas 
and concerns can be advanced directly 
to decisionmakers.
While that does not create equality of 

influence, it provides opportunities for 
smaller states to amplify their voice 
and advance their interests. Small 
states have frequently exercised in-
fluence disproportionate to their size 
through collective action, whether on 
climate change, debt vulnerability, 
ocean governance, or broader ques-
tions of international development.
But there is another reason the Com-

monwealth matters today. For many 
years, concerns about sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity, and vulnerability to 

Why the Commonwealth Matters Again
Commentary
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external pressure were viewed primar-
ily as a small states’ problem. Smaller 
nations understood instinctively the 
importance of international law be-
cause they lacked the power to rely 
on anything else. Now, medium-sized 
states need to embrace it too.
The international environment is less 

predictable. Assumptions that once 
appeared secure are being questioned 
more openly. Longstanding under-
standings about borders, alliances, and 
international obligations can no longer 
be taken for granted.
The Commonwealth’s commitment 

to sovereign equality, peaceful dispute 
settlement, and respect for internation-
al law therefore serves the interests of 
large and small members alike.
Historically, support within the Com-

monwealth was often viewed as flow-
ing primarily from larger countries to 
smaller ones. Increasingly, however, 
larger members may also see value 
in the collective support that smaller 
states can provide in defence of sover-
eign equality, territorial integrity, and 
international law.
The Commonwealth is becoming 

more than a forum in which stronger 
states assist weaker ones. It is increas-
ingly a community in which coun-
tries of all sizes have a shared interest 
in preserving an international order 
based on rules, cooperation, and mu-
tual respect.
Therefore, the Commonwealth’s sig-

nificance extends beyond development 
programmes, technical cooperation, or 
historical ties. It remains one of the 
few associations through which states 
of very different size and influence can 
strengthen their voice, reinforce their 
resilience, and work together in sup-
port of an international order in which 
sovereignty remains meaningful.
The Commonwealth has historically 

achieved its greatest successes when 
it has combined principle with prag-
matism. The same approach is needed 
today.
As the international environment be-

comes less predictable, countries of 

all sizes have a renewed interest in 
strengthening sovereignty, peaceful 
dispute settlement, and international 
cooperation. The Commonwealth re-
mains one of the few forums in which 
those interests can be pursued collec-
tively despite disparities of power.
The Commonwealth Heads of Gov-

ernment Meeting in Antigua and Bar-
buda this November offers an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that relevance 

in practical ways and to help make the 
Commonwealth matter again.
(The writer was a member of the 

2011 Commonwealth Eminent Per-
sons Group that produced the Report 
“A Commonwealth of the People: 
Time for Urgent Reform”. He is Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s Ambassador to the 
US and the OAS and Chancellor of the 
University of Guyana. The views ex-
pressed are his own)

Commentary

For more info call 462-3750
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When trading opens on the Nasdaq 
on 12 June under the ticker SPCX, in-
vestors will be asked to value Space 
Exploration Technologies at roughly 
US$1.75 trillion. At a target of about 
US$135 a share for some 556 million 
shares, the offering aims to raise close 
to US$75 billion, comfortably the larg-
est initial public offering (IPO), where 
a company offers its shares for sale to 
the public for the first time) ever at-
tempted, dwarfing Saudi Aramco’s 
US$29 billion debut in 2019.
The numbers invite awe, and a good 

deal of the commentary has obliged. 
But an IPO is not a coronation, it is a 
transaction. The newly filed prospec-
tus gives the public its first audited 
look inside a company that has spent 
twenty-four years as one of the most 
consequential and mostopaque enter-
prises in the world. It rewards careful 
reading, because what SpaceX is sell-
ing is more complicated than the rock-
ets suggest.
Three companies wearing one logo
It is tempting to think of SpaceX as a 

rocket company. It is more accurate to 
think of it as three businesses bolted 
together, each at a very different stage 
of life.
The first is Space, the launch busi-

ness that built the brand. It flies satel-

lites and cargo, carries astronauts for 
NASA, and holds national-security 
contracts with the U.S. government. 
In 2025 it generated roughly US$4 
billion in revenue. It also lost money, 
to the tune of about US$657 million, 
as the company poured cash into de-
veloping Starship, its next-generation 
vehicle.
The second is Connectivity, essen-

tially Starlink, the low-Earth-orbit sat-
ellite internet network that began com-
mercial service in 2019. This is the part 
that pays the bills. Starlink produced 
about US$11.4 billion in revenue in 
2025, around 61 percent of the com-
pany’s total, and roughly US$4.4 bil-
lion in operating profit. It was the only 
segment that made money. By the end 
of March 2026 it served 10.3 million 
subscribers, up from 2.3 million just 
three years earlier, over a constellation 
of more than 10,000 satellites.
The third, and newest, is AI, the xAI 

business (including the Grok assistant 
and the former Twitter, now X), folded 
into SpaceX through a merger. It gen-
erated about US$3.2 billion in revenue 
in 2025 and lost some US$6.35 bil-
lion. This is the segment that turns an 
otherwise profitable enterprise into a 
loss-making one, and it is the segment 
a prospective shareholder must scruti-
nize most closely.
From near-bankruptcy to near-mo-

nopoly
The historical record is genuinely re-

markable, and it explains the faith the 
market is extending. Founded in 2002, 
SpaceX nearly died in its infancy.  
There were three consecutive failures 
of its small Falcon 1 rocket between 
2006 and 2008 which brought it within 
days of insolvency. The fourth flight, 
in September 2008, reached orbit, the 
first privately funded liquid-fuelled 
rocket to do so, and a US$1.6 billion 

NASA resupply contract that Decem-
ber kept the lights on.
What followed reshaped an indus-

try. The Falcon 9 first flew in 2010. In 
2012 the Dragon capsule became the 
first commercial spacecraft to reach 
the International Space Station. In 
December 2015 SpaceX landed an or-
bital-class booster upright for the first 
time, and in 2017 it reflew a recovered 
one and the breakthroughs in reus-
ability that collapsed launch costs and 
made the rest possible. By 2020 it was 
flying NASA astronauts and by 2025 it 
accounted for more than 80 percent of 
all mass humanity put into orbit.
This is the positive case, or in finan-

cial market speak, the bull case in a 
single sentence. Spece X is a company 
that has repeatedly done what estab-
lished aerospace said was impossible, 
and that now dominates a market it has 
largely created.
What the prospectus actually shows
The current picture is more tex-

tured. Consolidated revenue reached 
US$18.7 billion in 2025, up about 
33 percent on the prior year, strong 
growth at considerable scale. Yet the 
company reported a loss from opera-
tions of roughly US$2.6 billion and a 
net loss of about US$4.9 billion.
This is the central tension a buyer 

must contemplate. The core launch-
and-Starlink machine is a cash-genera-
tive, market-leading franchise. Bolted 
onto it is an AI venture burning capi-
tal at a rate that, for now, overwhelms 
those profits. The company also carries 
some US$29 billion in debt, including 
a US$20 billion bridge loan used to re-
tire xAI’s obligations, and is commit-
ting to enormous future spending such 
as a semiconductor joint venture with 
Tesla alone contemplates capital ex-
penditure that could run into the tens 
of billions.

The Largest IPO in History
What SpaceX Is Actually Selling

By Professor C. Justin Robinson 
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal, The UWI Five Islands Campus
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There are softer signals worth not-
ing too. Starlink’s growth, while still 
impressive, is maturing.  Revenue per 
user has fallen roughly 18 percent over 
two years as the company has traded 
price for volume, and consolidated 
revenue growth slowed to about 15 
percent in the first quarter of 2026. 
Elon Musk himself has reportedly 
warned of a “genuine risk of bankrupt-
cy” should Starship fail to reach a sus-
tainable flight cadence.
The price of the ticket and the ab-

sence of a vote
Two further issues deserve any seri-

ous reader’s attention.
The first is valuation. A roughly 

US$1.75 trillion price tag implies a 
multiple of earnings that sits far above 
established public peers, and rests 

heavily on a forecast, chiefly that the 
AI segment will, in time, become a 
profit centre rather than a drain. The 
company’s own filing cites a total ad-
dressable market it values at US$28.5 
trillion, most of it in AI. Such figures 
describe an opportunity, not a guaran-
tee. Where there is this much enthu-
siasm, there is also the risk that price 
has run ahead of fundamentals.  One 
prominent commentator has mused 
that shares could open at a US$4 tril-
lion valuation in a “1999-style” fren-
zy, a comparison that should reassure 
no one.
The second is control. After the offer-

ing, Musk is expected to hold roughly 
42 percent of the economic interest but 
about 85 percent of the voting power, 
having recently been granted a billion 

performance-based shares. In plain 
terms, public shareholders would buy 
exposure to the company’s fortunes 
while ceding almost any say over its 
direction. For investors who believe 
Musk’s judgement is the company’s 
single greatest asset, that is a posi-
tive feature. For those uneasy about 
key-man risk and the concentration of 
power in one person across several en-
tangled ventures, it is a material con-
cern. Both views can be held honestly.
A measured conclusion
None of this is an argument against 

SpaceX, and none of it is advice to 
buy or to avoid. It is an argument for 
clear eyes. The company is, by almost 
any operational measure, an extraor-
dinary success, a genuine engineering 
and commercial achievement that has 
changed what is possible. It is also 
being brought to market at a historic 
price, carrying a loss-making AI bet, 
significant debt, and a governance 
structure that asks shareholders to trust 
rather than to vote.
The rocket and the satellite business 

are real, profitable and dominant. The 
valuation and the AI ambitions are a 
wager on a future that has not yet ar-
rived. A prudent reader of the prospec-
tus will separate the two, decide for 
themselves what each is worth, and re-
sist the gravitational pull of the head-
line number. The largest IPO in history 
deserves at least that much skepticism 
and that much respect. Maybe SpaceX 
will not hold that title for long as 
Open AI (ChatGPT) and Anthropic 
(Claude), the mega AI companies, are 
also expected to launch IPOs in 2026. 
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By Sergio Martínez. Ambassador 
of the Republic of Cuba in Antigua 
and Barbuda.
On Thursday, June 11, the US gov-

ernment took another step in its crim-
inal war of economic strangulation 
and total suffocation against the Cu-
ban people. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio announced the inclusion of 
the company CUBAPETROLEO, 
commonly known as CUPET, on 
the list of sanctioned Cuban enti-
ties. CUPET is the Cuban company 
responsible for importing oil and its 
derivatives into the country, as well 
as for domestic oil and gas produc-
tion (it produces 100% of the gas 
that Cuban families use for their dai-
ly cooking). With this new measure, 
the fascist US Secretary of State 
is not only trying to prevent a sin-
gle drop of oil from entering Cuba, 
but is also seeking to obstruct at all 
costs, the country’s ability to extract 
and produce even a small portion of 
the fuel it needs for its survival from 
its own natural resources.
It is no coincidence that this new 

attack was announced after Cuba 
revealed that its scientists and oil 
industry workers had developed a 

novel technology that allows for the 
refining of its high-density, high-sul-
fur crude oil, to produce lighter fuels 
and derivatives, which can be used 
more efficiently for electricity gen-
eration. At the same time, CUPET 
has signing new contracts with ma-
jor foreign companies, that present 
the possibility for Cuba to increase 
its currently very limited domestic 
oil production. Therefore, this mea-
sure seeks to obstruct any possibility 
of Cuba surviving the genocidal en-
ergy blockade imposed by the Unit-
ed States.
As usual, Marco Rubio doesn’t hold 

back in launching all sorts of lies and 
outlandish arguments to try to justify 
this new aggression against the Cu-
ban people. His objective continues 
to cause the greatest possible suffer-
ing and hardship to the entire pop-
ulation, to force us to surrender, to 
accept a return to the colonial and 
neocolonial past of total dependence 
and subordination to the interests of 
our powerful neighbor to the north. 
The Secretary of State himself ac-
knowledged this criminal intention 

when he cynically stated recently 
that “in the summer, Cubans will not 
be able to alleviate the heat and high 
temperatures; they will have no way 
to store their food or cook it.”
The US government is using every 

means possible to promote a scenar-
io of total collapse in the econom-
ic and social living standards of the 
Cuban population, in a way that the 
White House can be able to sustain 
their slanderous campaign of por-
traying Cuba as a failed state, and 
to justify a military aggression as a 
supposed “humanitarian and liberat-
ing action.”
We want to reiterate our calls upon 

the governments and peoples of the 
world to raise their voices in a sov-
ereign manner and denounce the at-
tempts by the US government to try 
to subjugate a small nation through 
genocidal policies of economic and 
social strangulation, and to unequiv-
ocally reject the threats to impose its 
imperial interests of domination by 
the use of military force.

Marco Rubio and his criminal crusade against Cuba.
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Regional News

Senior law enforcement sources 
have described an alarming rise in 
coordinated gun attacks involving 
heavily armed groups moving with 
military-like precision across several 
parishes.
The concern follows a spate of shoot-

ings and murders over the past eight 
months in which four or more gunmen 
reportedly travelled in motor vehicles, 
launched targeted attacks, and fled be-
fore law enforcement could respond.
Speaking on condition of anonym-

ity after the fatal police shooting of 
five men in the Bog Walk Gorge on 
Tuesday, senior investigators told The 
Gleaner that a disturbing pattern is 
emerging in major crimes across the 
island.
“Over the past eight months, there 

were at least 40 shooting incidents re-
sulting in the killing of citizens where 
four or more gunmen were involved,” 
a source disclosed.
The attacks, they say, often follow 

similar operational methods.
“The criminals drive to the location, 

exit a motor vehicle, shoot the victims 
and leave in the vehicle. Sometimes 
they enter on foot, shoot the victims, 
and exit in a waiting vehicle,” a source 
explained.
Investigators believe the attacks are 

linked to organised criminal networks 
and reprisals, many of which have es-
calated into multiple murders in com-
munities already plagued by gang vi-
olence.
Among the incidents highlighted 

were the October 2025 mass shooting 
in Commodore, Linstead, where nine 
people were shot and five killed; a se-
ries of attacks in March Pen, Spanish 
Town, between November 2025 and 
June that left seven people dead and 
seven others hospitalised; and multi-
ple deadly shootings across Manches-
ter, including in Farm, New Forest, 
Old England and Barnstable, where at 

least seven people were killed between 
December 2025 and June this year.
Sources also pointed to attacks in 

Crescent Road in St Andrew South, 
where a soldier was killed and a po-
lice officer injured, as well as shoot-
ings in Adventist Close and Waterford 
in St Catherine South, Red Hills Road 
in St Andrew North, Williams Street 
in Spanish Town, and a double mur-
der involving two women in Kingston 
East earlier this year.
Taken together, officials say, the in-

cidents suggest a shifting criminal 
landscape in which gunmen are more 
coordinated and increasingly willing 
to engage security forces. At the same 
time, they noted that the Jamaica Con-
stabulary Force (JCF) has strength-
ened its operational capacity through 
expanded tactical training, increased 
manpower, and more intensive polic-
ing.
“The JCF is getting better cooperation 

from citizens. The majority of decent, 
law-abiding Jamaicans here and in the 
diaspora are supporting the police.”
The Gleaner’s sources, which include 

senior investigators, further suggested 
that amendments to the Firearms Act 
— which introduced mandatory mini-
mum sentences for possession of pro-
hibited weapons — may be influenc-

ing the behaviour of armed offenders.
“Since the amendment to the Fire-

arms Act, more criminals choose to 
confront the police. More confron-
tations will lead to more fatal shoot-
ings,” the sources stated.
The comments come amid ongoing 

debate over fatal police encounters 
and the aggressive anti-crime mea-
sures employed by law enforcement. 
Police insist that, despite the rise in 
violent reprisals and coordinated at-
tacks, recent operational successes 
show that security forces are gaining 
ground against criminal networks.
“Jamaica is at a turning point where 

crime is concerned. The few criminals 
will not be allowed to reverse the prog-
ress being made,” a source declared.
The five men killed in Tuesday’s re-

ported gun battle with police in the 
Bog Walk Gorge, along with a sixth 
man who escaped but was later cor-
nered by officers near the GC Foster 
College of Physical Education and 
Sport, were said to be linked to several 
violent crimes under active investiga-
tion.
The Independent Commission of In-

vestigations is expected to examine 
the fatal shooting, in keeping with es-
tablished procedures governing police 
killings. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Police flag rise in coordinated gun attacks
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Regional News

The British Virgin Islands has an-
nounced plans to remove visa require-
ments for work permit holders in the 
coming weeks as part of efforts to 
improve the territory’s investment cli-
mate and help businesses fill vacancies 
more quickly.
The country’s Premier Dr Natalio 

Wheatley announced the move during 
his 2026 State of the Territory Address 
earlier this week, describing it as one 
of several reforms expected to support 
economic growth and improve the 
ease of doing business in the territory.
“In the coming weeks, we will also be 

removing visas for work permit hold-
ers, giving relief to businesses who 
cannot onboard staff quickly enough 
to support their operations,” Wheatley 
said.
The announcement came as part of a 

number of initiatives centred on eco-
nomic diversification, labour market 
improvements and investment re-
forms.
According to the Premier, the gov-

ernment has already introduced digital 
improvements to work permit process-
ing, increased labour outreach efforts 
and expanded workplace rights edu-
cation. He said stronger partnerships 
with employers have also helped im-
prove efficiency and service delivery.
Wheatley said his government is also 

preparing to expand the programme to 
include sectors such as hospitality, ag-
riculture and fisheries, marine indus-
tries and skilled trades.
Customers report Grammarly saves 

them almost an entire month of work 
every year. Improve productivity and 
communicate effectively in 2025 with 
AI communication assistance at your 
fingertips.
He added that the initiative would 

complement the government’s wid-
er employment policies and help 
strengthen workforce participation.
The planned visa reform comes as 

employers across several sectors con-
tinue to report challenges in recruiting 
and onboarding workers. In recent 
years, government officials have ac-
knowledged concerns from businesses 
about delays associated with labour 
and immigration processes.
The government has already imple-

mented a number of digital reforms to 
modernise work permit administration 

and reduce processing times. Previous 
initiatives have included online appli-
cation systems and efforts to stream-
line interactions between employers 
and government agencies.
“Government is also advancing re-

forms to improve the investment cli-
mate, including the proposed Invest-
ment Act, establishment of a trade and 
investment promotion agency to pro-
vide a one-stop shop for local and for-
eign investors,” Wheatley stated.
“My government is 100 per cent com-

mitted to creating a business-friendly 
environment that will facilitate the ex-
pansion of our economy.”
No specific implementation date for 

the removal of visa requirements was 
announced. (CMC)

BVI to scrap visas for work permit holders
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Regional News

MINISTER of Finance and Public 
Service Fayval Williams gave a break-
down Wednesday of the $67 billion 
that was allocated by the Government 
to various ministries to revive crucial 
local sectors following devastation 
caused to parts of the island by Hurri-
cane Melissa on October 28 last year.
The minister explained the spend 

during a post-Cabinet press briefing at 
Jamaica House in St Andrew.
“I am here to just walk through, pretty 

quickly, where that went to and what 
ministries and how it got there. During 
the last fiscal year, we did a third and 
a fourth supplementary in order to al-
locate funds to ministries,” Williams 
said.
According to the minister, in the third 

supplementary, $189 million was allo-
cated to the Office of the Prime Min-
ister. The Ministry of Tourism was 
allocated $3.4 billion to support the 

tourism sector. Williams pointed out 
that the funds that went to tourism 
were used to repair infrastructure that 
was damaged and to assist workers in 
the sector.
The Ministry of Economic Growth 

and Infrastructure Development re-
ceived $7.5 billion for road repairs and 
clearing of debris, Williams said.
Only $57 million was allocated to the 

Ministry of Finance and Public Ser-
vice. The Ministry of Water, Environ-
ment and Climate Change was allocat-
ed $3.2 billion.
The Ministry of Labour and Social 

Security got $1.2 billion altogeth-
er, Williams shared. The Ministry of 
Education received $2.3 billion. The 
finance minister further shared that 
$1.965 billion went to the Ministry 
of Health, with a special allocation of 
$35 million going to Bellevue Hospi-
tal in Kingston. The allocation for the 

Ministry of Culture, Gender, Enter-
tainment and Sports was $280 million.
The Ministry of Agriculture received 

$3 billion while $20 million went to 
the Ministry of Industry and Com-
merce. The energy ministry was allo-
cated $1.5 billion while the Ministry 
of Local Government and Community 
Development got $4.6 billion.
“That is a total of $29.4 billion and 

then you add the $25 billion that was 
loaned to the Jamaica Public Service 
Company, and that brings it to $53.6 
billion in the third supplementary. In 
the fourth supplementary, there was 
$3 billion at the Ministry of Finance. 
At the Ministry of Labour, $10 billion 
was for the Restoration of Owner or 
Occupant Family Shelters programme, 
and the Ministry of Health and Well-
ness, $400 million. When you add the 
numbers, it is $67 billion,” Williams 
said. (Jamaica Observer)

Williams gives breakdown of $67-billion Hurricane 
Melissa allocation to ministries
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Regional News

Opposition Leader Ralph Gon-
salves has strongly condemned 
the ruling New Democratic Party 
(NDP) government, alleging se-
vere political discrimination fol-
lowing the abrupt dismissal of 28 
public workers.
Gonsalves claims that the gov-

ernment unconstitutionally fired 
28 mobilizers and coordinators 
from the YES program, replacing 
them with known supporters of the 
NDP.
According to Gonsalves, these 

dismissals were executed in a 
“crash, cruel, illegal manner” 
without any formal assessment 
of the workers’ competencies. In-
stead of receiving formal termina-
tion letters detailing the reasons 
for their dismissal, many of the 
workers were reportedly fired via 
telephone calls or brief face-to-
face conversations with mid-level 
public servants.
Gonsalves noted that only two 

coordinators for the entire coun-
try—located in Central and East 
Kingstown—were retained, al-
legedly at the specific request of 
NDP officials.
Furthermore, Gonsalves asserts 

that these dismissed employees 
have been stripped of basic labor 
rights and standard severance ben-
efits. Despite some having worked 
for the government for up to 23 
years, the workers have reportedly 
not received their April salaries, a 
month’s pay in lieu of notice, pay-
ment for untaken holidays, or the 
standard compassionate gratuity 
typically awarded to non-pension-
able government employees.
“You can’t discriminate against 

somebody on political grounds in 
relation to their job,” Gonsalves 
stated, arguing that the firings are 
a direct violation of Section 13 of 
the St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Constitution. He emphasized that 
the directive for these mass firings 

could not have originated from 
mid-level staff, but rather rep-
resents a calculated political de-
cision made at the highest levels 
by the political directorate, specif-
ically pointing to the Cabinet and 
the Minister of Youth.
In response to the dismissals, 

Gonsalves recently met with 10 
of the affected workers and an-
nounced that legal action is being 
prepared. He confirmed that a le-
gal team is drafting the appropriate 
letters and warned that he would 
personally serve as a lawyer in a 
constitutional challenge against 
the government if the matter is not 
resolved.
Gonsalves is demanding that the 

government immediately issue 
proper termination letters, pay all 
outstanding salaries and sever-
ance benefits, and compensate the 
workers with damages for political 
discrimination. (St Vincent Times)

SVG govt under fire for mass dismissal of public workers
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Britain’s defence ⁠secretary ⁠says he 
has resigned over ‌a disagreement 
with the prime minister about defence 
spending.
In a letter addressed to Keir Starmer 

and posted on X on Thursday, John 
Healey accused the prime minister of 
failing to commit the resources need-
ed to defend the country.
“You have been unable, and the 

Treasury has been unwilling, to com-
mit the resources that the nation needs 
to defend the country at this time of 
rising threats,” he wrote.
Britain’s defence and finance min-

istries have been locked in talks for 
months over how to meet rising de-
mands to expand military spending, 
delaying the country’s Defence In-
vestment Plan since last year.
Healey said the financial settlement 

he received on Monday “falls well 
short of what is required for defence 
and the country at this dangerous 
time,” rising only to 2.68 percent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) in 
2030 at a time when he argued a firm 
3 percent headmark by that year was 
essential.
Healey invoked Starmer’s own words 

against him, saying “there could be an 
attack by Russia on Nato as soon as 
2030”.
He added: “You know what defence 

needs. You made the argument for 
this powerfully in your speech at the 
Munich Security Conference back in 
February.”
The resignation comes as Britain 

juggles an expanding set of military 
commitments: leading a multination-
al Strait of Hormuz mission amid the 
conflict with Iran, heading NATO’s 
Arctic Sentry mission in the High 
North, and facing increased Russian 
activity towards the UK and NATO 
allies alongside escalating attacks in 

Ukraine.
Without adequate funding, Healey 

said: “I am being forced to make deci-
sions that would reduce the readiness 
of our Forces and increase the risk to 
personnel on operations, and could 
make the country less safe.”
The departure lands at a particularly 

precarious moment for Starmer.
At least 95 Labour MPs had already 

called on the prime minister to resign 
or set out a departure timetable by 
mid-May. Healey is the sixth minister 
to step down in the past month.
Health Secretary Wes Streeting left 

his post on May 14. He said it was 
clear Starmer would not lead Labour 
into the next general election, criticis-
ing his government’s “drift” and lack 
of “vision”.
Starmer’s government popularity has 

collapsed just two years after a land-
slide general election victory. The de-
lay to the Defence Investment Plan 
has also frustrated Britain’s defence 
industry, which says it cannot commit 
to long-term programmes at a time of 
huge geopolitical volatility.

“This is the latest in a string of 
high-profile resignations that have be-
set the Starmer government, and it is 
yet another blow for the Starmer pre-
miership,” Al Jazeera’s Camille Ned-
elec, reporting from London, said of 
Healey’s decision.
“John Healey is a well-respected 

politician with a long career. He has 
clout, and he was a real significant 
figure within the government. His res-
ignation has opened up a new frontier 
of criticism aimed at Keir Starmer, 
because up until now the crux of the 
criticism has been focused around the 
Peter Mandelson scandal,” she said.
Starmer has faced questions over 

his judgement amid revelations that 
Mandelson, who the prime minister 
appointed as ambassador to the US, 
had close ties to late sex offender Jef-
frey Epstein.
“[The resignation] also raises the 

question of whether or not John 
Healey could be preparing his own 
leadership bid.” Nedelec added. (Al 
Jazeera English)

Britain’s defence ⁠secretary Healey quits 
over defence spending
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu has “certainly gotten some 
things wrong”, US Vice-President JD 
Vance has said, as ties between the 
two partners in the war against Iran 
appear to have become strained in re-
cent weeks.
While Vance would not provide ex-

amples, he told CBS News, the BBC’s 
US partner, that Netanyahu “aggres-
sively asserts the interests of his coun-
try” but that they were not always 
aligned with those of the US.
His comments mark a further public 

admission that relations between the 
two allies have come under pressure 
of late.
Recently, US President Donald 

Trump reportedly clashed with the 
Israeli leader over military action in 
Lebanon that brought renewed strikes 
and threatened peace talks with Teh-
ran.
The US and Iran exchanged strikes 

for a second consecutive day over-
night, straining a ceasefire between the 
two nations that has remained in place 
since April.
It came after Trump said Tehran had 

taken “too long to make a deal” to end 
the war, though the renewed hostili-
ties were triggered by events in Leb-
anon, where Israel has continued an 
operation aimed at the Iranian-backed 
armed group Hezbollah.
Last week, Trump told an Axios jour-

nalist that he had called Netanyahu 
“effing crazy” in a phone conversa-
tion, saying he had been “a little bit 
perturbed at his constantly fighting 
with Lebanon”.
In an interview due to air on Sunday, 

Vance said: “Prime Minister Netanya-
hu, look, he governs a country that has 
obviously been a very close partner of 
the United States.
“But, even when we’ve been close 

partners, sometimes we have interests 
that are perfectly aligned and some-
times we have interests that are mis-
aligned.
“And what I’ve seen with the prime 

minister is that he aggressively asserts 
the interests of his country – some-
times that means we’re on the same 
page, sometimes it means we’re not.”
The US vice-president went on to 

say that it was the job of the Trump 
administration to focus on what was in 
America’s best interests, “and where 
that diverges, we - unfortunately for 
the Israelis - have to choose the side of 
the American people”.
Asked for examples of instances 

in which Netanyahu had got things 
wrong, Vance said “those conversa-
tions sometimes are better left in pri-
vate”.
Trump has typically been an ardent 

proponent of Israel during both his 
terms in the White House - but his at-
tempts to extricate himself from a po-
tentially drawn-out and increasingly 
costly conflict in the Middle East have 
been frustrated by Israel’s ongoing op-
eration in Lebanon.
Tehran is demanding that any peace 

agreement also cover Lebanon, which 
Israel has argued was not part of the 
ceasefire struck two months ago - and 
threatened to suspend peace talks be-

fore the renewed strikes 
began.
Israel has conducted 

strikes across Lebanon 
and occupied a signifi-
cant portion of the south 
of the country in a bid 
to beat back Hezbollah 
fighters, who launched 
strikes on northern Isra-
el shortly after the Iran 
war began in retaliation 
for an Israeli strike that 
killed Iran’s supreme 
leader.

At least 3,696 people have been killed 
in the conflict, according to Lebanon’s 
health ministry, while Israeli authori-
ties say 30 soldiers and four civilians 
have been killed on both sides of the 
border.
Trump is seeking a deal that would 

reopen the Strait of Hormuz - ending a 
global energy crisis caused by an Ira-
nian blockade - and limit Iran’s nucle-
ar programme, a long-held ambition of 
the US president.
The souring of relations reflects senti-

ments in the US: opinion polling sug-
gests the Iran war is increasingly un-
popular among Americans, who will 
vote in Midterm elections this Novem-
ber and who are taking a dimmer view 
of Israel.
Netanyahu, too, faces elections this 

year, in which he will have to convince 
Israeli voters that he is winning the 
war with Iran and its regional proxies.
Netanyahu, for his part, has sought to 

downplay any rift with the Trump ad-
ministration.
“Sometimes we have, as in the best 

of families, you have these tactical dis-
agreements,” he told CNBC last week. 
“We always find a way to work them 
out, and we do so as great friends.” 
(BBC)

Vance says Israeli PM Netanyahu ‘has got 
some things wrong’
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

El Niño - the natural Pacific weather 
pattern that pushes up global tempera-
tures - has officially begun, US scien-
tists say.
The US National Oceanic and Atmo-

spheric Administration (NOAA) has 
declared that El Niño conditions are 
now under way in the tropical Pacific, 
with sea surface temperatures having 
risen sharply in recent months.
Many forecasts suggest this could 

end up as a so-called “super” El Niño, 
and even be among the strongest ever 
recorded.
Coming on top of decades of hu-

man-caused warming, it could bring 
another record-hot year - most likely 
in 2027 - with disruption to weather, 
food supplies and economies running 
well into that year.
This announcement by NOAA is not 

a surprise as forecasters have expected 
this warming phase, after the cooler 
“sister” pattern, La Niña, ended earlier 
this year.
Sea surface temperatures in the cen-

tral and tropical Pacific have now 
passed the 0.5C-above-average thresh-
old that US scientists use to define an 
El Niño event.
“El Niño conditions developed over 

the past month, as shown by above-av-
erage sea surface temperatures (SSTs) 
across the central to eastern equatorial 
Pacific Ocean,” the agency said.
NOAA has also seen the winds above 

the equatorial Pacific begin to shift - 
a sign that the atmosphere is now re-
sponding to the warmer ocean, not just 
the ocean warming on its own.
What has surprised the researchers is 

how confident the computer models 
already are about its strength.
El Niño’s intensity is measured by 

how far sea surface temperatures rise 
above average in a key zone of the Pa-
cific.
A strong event is defined as more than 

1.5C above average; a very strong one 
above 2C.
According to NOAA’s June outlook, 

“there is a 63% chance of a very strong 
El Niño during November-January, 
that would rank among the largest El 
Niño events in the historical record 
going back to 1950,” the agency said.
The three strongest events since then 

have been in 1982/83, 1997/98 and 
2015/16.
Some of the latest US and European 

(ECMWF) models go further, showing 
temperatures in the tropical Pacific po-

tentially climbing more than 3C above 
average by the end of the year.
But the US agency urged some cau-

tion on what their strength prediction 
implies.
“Even very strong El Niño events do 

not lead to the expected impact every-
where, but stronger events can more 
significantly tilt the odds in favour of 
expected outcomes.”
The bigger concern is that all this is 

happening on an already much hotter 
planet.
“We do need to worry about the im-

pacts,” said Prof Adam Scaife, head of 
monthly to decadal prediction at the 
UK Met Office.
“The current El Niño is… riding on 

top of a substantial amount of global 
warming.
“This means that the actual tempera-

tures in affected regions could well be 
unprecedented, as the warming from 
El Niño is being topped up by climate 
change.”
A very strong El Niño typically lifts 

global air temperatures by around 
0.2C, releasing heat stored in the 
ocean into the atmosphere. That extra 
blast now lands on a world that is al-
ready setting records.
The year 2024 - the warmest on re-

cord - was boosted by an El Niño that 
was not even especially strong.
And despite the cooling drag of a La 

Niña event, 2025 still came in as the 
third warmest year on record, hotter 
even than the super El Niño year of 
2016.
Line graph showing monthly glob-

al temperatures since 1975 compared 
with pre-industrial levels of the late 
19th Century. Temperatures show a 
long-term rising trend - the result of 
climate change. But temperatures tend 
to spike in El Niño periods, shown in 
red, and fall in La Niña periods, shown 

El Niño under way and threatens weather 
extremes, scientists say
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

in blue.
“At the end of this year and into 2027, 

we’re likely to see very high tempera-
tures globally,” Prof Scaife said.
“In 2027, we’re likely to see excess 

heat on top of the global warming 
we’ve already got, and that could easily 
lead to another year above 1.5 degrees 
[of warming above late-19th-Century 
levels].”
A farmer in Zambia shows a small 

ear of corn grown in a field impacted 
by drought during a previous El Niño 
event.
No two El Niños are alike, but the 

disruption is felt most sharply in the 
tropics.
Flooding is common in northern Peru 

and southern Ecuador, and can reach 
parts of East Africa, Central Asia and 
the southern United States.
At the same time, the risk of drought 

and wildfire rises across much of Aus-
tralia, Indonesia and northern South 
America - hitting agriculture and glob-
al food stocks.

El Niño also tends to suppress Atlan-
tic hurricanes, and forecasters already 
expect a quieter-than-average season.
“While that sounds like a good thing, 

for Central America that leads to a lot 
less rainfall and potentially drought 
conditions,” said Liz Stephens, profes-
sor of climate risk and resilience at the 
University of Reading.
Even the UK feels it, if faintly: El 

Niño can tilt the odds towards a mild 
start and cold end to winter, though the 
links are loose.
For many, the forecast is far from ab-

stract.
“An El Niño declaration is not just 

another weather forecast - for mil-
lions of people it is a deadly siren to 
be feared,” said Mohamed Adow, di-
rector of campaign group Power Shift 
Africa.
“It means failed rains, dying crops, 

rising food prices, and families pushed 
to the edge yet again. In East Africa 
especially, this will land on communi-
ties already battered by droughts and 

floods in recent years.”
Japan’s Meteorological Agency 

(JMA) takes a similar view to NOAA, 
judging that El Niño conditions are 
present. It adds it is all but certain to 
last into the autumn.
Not every agency is ready to call it, 

though. Australia’s Bureau of Meteo-
rology (BoM) uses a stricter criterion, 
requiring sea surface temperatures to 
exceed 0.8C above average.
This week it said the tropical Pacif-

ic was “approaching El Niño condi-
tions”, with central Pacific tempera-
tures already crossing its thresholds, 
but it stopped short of formally declar-
ing the event had begun.
It expects El Niño to develop later 

this year, and says it could be strong.
El Niño occurs every two to seven 

years and usually lasts about a year.
There is still no conclusive proof that 

climate change is making these events 
stronger or more frequent - but a 
warming world can supercharge their 
effects. (BBC)
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Two children and an adult were killed 
Thursday in the rural southern Neth-
erlands when a car struck a group of 
cyclists who were on a school camp-
ing trip, local emergency services said.
Four more children were seriously 

injured in the incident. They were tak-
en to hospitals in the Netherlands and 
nearby Belgium for treatment. The 
dead and injured were part of a group 
of 14 schoolchildren and two chaper-
ones, the Zeeland Security Region or-
ganization said in a statement.
Police are investigating the cause of 

the incident on a provincial road that 
runs between farmers’ fields near the 
small town of Vogelwaarde, some 200 
kilometers (125 miles) south of Am-
sterdam.
There was no immediate word from 

authorities on the driver of the car. 
A photo displayed on Dutch media 
showed a car, with its windshield 
smashed and hood damaged, in a field 

next to the road.
Such incidents involving multiple 

cyclists are rare in the Netherlands, 
where bicycle riding is woven into ev-

eryday life and almost all roads have 
dedicated cycle lanes.
No further details were immediately 

available. (AP)

Car hits a school group in the Netherlands, 
killing 2 kids and a chaperone
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Sports News
Browne to chase more success in ABCF Individual Time Trial
Teenager Tahje Browne will be seek-

ing to continue his dominance of the 
2026 Antigua and Barbuda Cycling 
Federation (ABCF) domestic season 
this weekend.
Browne, who has already won four of 

the five races this season, will be de-
fending his title in the ABCF Individ-
ual Time Trial Road Race on Sunday 
morning.
The Antigua and Barbuda Cycling 

Federation is inviting all cyclists to 
contest the upcoming individual time 
trial race. The race is seen as the pur-
est test in cycling, with no drafting, no 
hiding, and no excuses. Just rider, ma-
chine, road, and time.
The race will start at 7 am outside the 

Police Recreation Grounds on the Fac-
tory Road.
The cyclists will travel eastward up 

to the Pares Main Road, the Seatons 
Junction, and into Willikies Village 
and turn around near the Indian Town 
Road Junction before returning via the 
same route to finish outside the Police 
Recreation Grounds on Factory Road.
Registration will take place prior to 

the start of the race. The registration 
fee is EC$20 per cyclist. Sunday’s in-
dividual time trial is being supported 
by APUA Inet and Gatorade.

Tahje Browne
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International

Russian drones hit a military hospital, 
shopping center, apartment blocks and 
other buildings in Kharkiv late Satur-
day, killing two people and wounding 
35 others, Ukrainian officials said.
Regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said 
that a 67-year-old man and a 70-year-
old woman were killed in the attack on 
Ukraine’s second-largest city.
Ukraine’s General Staff denounced 

the “deliberate, targeted shelling” of 
the military hospital. Among the ca-
sualties were “servicemen who were 
undergoing treatment,” it said.
The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 
Russia fired 111 exploding drones and 
decoys in the latest wave of attacks 
overnight into Sunday. It said 65 of 
them were intercepted and another 35 
were lost, likely having been electron-
ically jammed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said Sunday that over the past 
week “most regions of Ukraine” came 
under Russian attack. Writing on X, 
he said “1,310 Russian guided aerial 
bombs, over 1,000 attack drones — 
mostly ‘Shaheds’ — and nine missiles 
of various types, including ballis-
tic ones” had been launched against 
Ukraine.
Zelenskyy also repeated his assertion 
that “Russia is dragging out the war,” 
echoing comments he made Thurs-
day in Paris that Russia is prolonging 
ceasefire talks “just to buy time and 
then try to grab more land.”
Russia’s Ministry of Defense, mean-
while, said its air defense systems shot 
down six Ukrainian drones. It also 
claimed Sunday that its troops had 
taken control of a village in Ukraine’s 
partly occupied Donetsk region. The 
Russian claim could not be inde-
pendently verified, and Ukraine did 
not comment.
According to Ukrainian government 
and military analysts, Russian forces 
are preparing to launch a fresh mil-
itary offensive in the coming weeks 
to maximize pressure on Ukraine and 
strengthen the Kremlin’s negotiating 
position in ceasefire talks. (Loop Ca-
ribbean)

2 people killed and dozens 
wounded in Russian attack 
on Kharkiv
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Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10
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GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Sports News
More overseas-players return for CONCACAF 

U-20 Championship
Two additional over-

seas-based players have 
officially joined the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Under-20 
Men’s National Team 
training camp at the An-
tigua and Barbuda Foot-
ball Association’s (ABFA) 
Technical Center.
United States of Ameri-

ca (USA)-based defender 
Zidaan Williams and mid-
fielder Brenden Skilling 
touched down at the V.C. 
Bird International Airport, 
both arriving from Mi-
ami to join in the national 
team’s preparations for the 
2026 CONCACAF Un-
der-20 Championship in 
Mexico this summer from 
July 24 to August 9.
Three other over-

seas-based members of 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
national football team ar-
rived home on Tuesday.
Captain Keyonte George 

and Conroy Browne, both 
Germany-based, along 
with UK-based Marco Mi-
cheal, flew home on Tues-
day afternoon and were 
greeted by the recently 
appointed Antigua and 
Barbuda Football Associ-
ation’s (ABFA) General 
Secretary Zorol Barthley. 
Upon their arrival in An-

tigua on Tuesday, the three 
young players met with 
Syrian-born, Saudi Ara-
bian-based football star 
Omar Al Somah at the air-
port.
Somah and Antiguan 

sports psychologist Launee 
Richards spent some time 
interacting with the na-
tional under-20 players 
during Wednesday’s ses-
sion at the training camp 
in Paynters.
Richards also held a moti-

vational talk with the play-
ers as part of the ABFA’s 
holistic programme for 
the team as they prepare 
for the CONCACAF Un-
der-20 Championship in 
Puebla, México, this sum-
mer.
The overseas-based 

players are joining their 
teammates in training in 
Antigua as the full squad 
assembles ahead of their 
departure for the tourna-
ment on July 2.
Antigua and Barbuda’s 

under-20 national team is 
one of only 12 nations to 
have qualified for the 2026 
CONCACAF Under-20 
Championship and the 
sole representative of the 
OECS in the tournament.
Of the Caribbean nations 

present, only Jamaica and 
Haiti stand alongside Anti-

gua and Barbuda. 
Antigua and Barbuda will 

contest group stage match-
es at the Estadio Cuauhte-
moc in Puebla, Mexico, 
against hosts Mexico on 
July 24. The young Benna 
Boys will face Guatemala 
on July 27 and tackle Cos-
ta Rica in their final group 
stage match on July 30.
The tournament is a qual-

ifier to the FIFA Under-20 
World Cup, which will be 
jointly hosted by Azer-
baijan and Uzbekistan in 
2027.
The full national under-20 

squad will depart Antigua 
on Thursday, July 2, as part 
of a 43-day programme 
that takes them through St. 
Lucia, Panama, and Mexi-
co City before arriving in 
Puebla, Mexico, for the 
CONCACAF tournament.
Meanwhile, former na-

tional player Derrick 
“Pretty Boy” Edwards has 
been added to the coach-
ing staff of the Antigua and 
Barbuda under-20 team.
Edwards, who is also a for-

mer senior national team 
head coach, joined their 
under-20 staff as an assis-
tant coach. Former nation-
al player Schyan Jeffers is 
the team’s head coach, and 
he is also being support-
ed by assistant coaches 
Gayson “Bubbler” Greg-
ory and Donavan Peart as 
well as goalkeeper coach 
Janiel “Board” Simon.

US-based national under-20 players Zidaan Williams, left, and Bren-
den Skilling arrive at the V.C. Bird International Airport in Antigua 
on Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (Photo courtesy the ABFA)
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Sports News
Teams advance to semi-finals of Girls’ Primary School Cup

Four teams have advanced to the 
semi-finals of the Ministry of Sports 
Cool & Smooth/JOMA Caribbean 
Girls’ Primary School Football Cup 
Championships.
JT Ambrose, New Winthorpes, Buck-

ley’s, and Bendals secured their spots 
in the semis after recording wins in 
their respective matches in the quar-
ter-finals at the Golden Grove playing 

field on Wednesday.
Arissa Hector had a double conver-

sion, and Alison Lewis scored once to 
give JT Ambrose Primary a 3-1 victo-
ry against Five Islands Primary.
New Winthorpes Primary snatched a 

one-nil victory against Old Road Pri-
mary in their encounter.
Buckley’s Primary advanced to the 

semis with a 4-0 drubbing of Jen-
nings Primary. Sapphire Thomas, 
Faith Bennet, N’fias Colbourne, and 
Dana Charles each converted once for 
Buckley’s Primary.
Bendals Primary completes the 

semi-finals lineup by coasting to a 6-1 
victory against Pigotts Primary in the 
other quarter-finals affair.
Iresha Mason, Phyana Peters, and 

Rosalie Graham each converted twice 
for Bendals Primary.
Meanwhile, eight teams will con-

tinue their battle for supremacy in 
the Boys’ Primary School Cup in the 
quarter-finals at Buckley’s on Friday.
Five Islands will face Parham at 3:30 

pm, and Old Road will tackle JT. Am-
brose Primary at 4:30 pm.
In the other matches at Golden Grove, 

T.N. Kirnon will meet Villa Primary at 
3:30 pm, and defending champions St. 
Peter’s Academy will clash with New 
Winthorpes Primary at 4:30 pm.
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Sports News
Knicks complete record rally to beat Spurs in NBA Finals

NEW YORK (AP) — A re-
cord-breaking comeback, capped off 
by what could go down as a legend-
ary play. The long road back to the 
top of the NBA is almost complete 
for the New York Knicks, and the 
step they took Wednesday night was 
unforgettable.
The Knicks came from 29 points 

down and moved to the brink of their 
first championship since 1973 by 
beating the San Antonio Spurs 107-
106 in Game 4 of the finals on OG 
Anunoby’s tip-in with 1.2 seconds 
remaining.
“That has to be the most iconic shot 

in the history of New York basket-
ball,” Knicks coach Mike Brown 
said.
It’s certainly high on the list — as 

high as Anunoby leaped when Jalen 
Brunson’s long 3-point shot bounced 
off the front of the rim, with his right 
hand stretching high to softly flick it 
in. “Right hand from God,” Knicks 
center Karl-Anthony Towns said.

The Knicks, who have just two ti-
tles in their 80-year history and 
hadn’t even been to the NBA Finals 
since 1999, have a 3-1 lead and three 
chances to win the best-of-seven se-
ries — starting with Game 5 on Sat-
urday night in San Antonio.
It looked impossible early, when 

the Spurs rolled to a 27-point half-
time lead. But Brunson helped bring 
the Knicks back with 36 points and 
Anunoby finished with 33.
No team had come from more than 

24 points down in a finals game, 
when Boston did it against the Lakers 
in 2008, since the NBA began keep-
ing detailed play-by-play for all four 
quarters in 1997. The Spurs led 81-52 
in the third quarter.
The only bigger comeback on re-

cord in any playoff game was 31 
points by the Los Angeles Clippers 
against Golden State in Game 2 of a 
first-round series in 2019.
The Knicks had their 13-game win-

ning streak snapped in Game 3 and 

seemed headed for a second straight 
defeat throughout the first half, when 
Victor Wembanyama and the Spurs 
opened the biggest halftime lead by a 
visiting team in the finals.
But the young Spurs, who made 11 

of their first 16 3-pointers, went cold 
in the second half, going 3 for 17 be-
hind the arc as the Knicks outscored 
them 58-30.
Delirious fans inside Madison 

Square Garden sang along to Jour-
ney’s “’Don’t Stop Believin’” a few 
minutes after watching something 
that seemed almost impossible.
Wembanyama had 24 points and 13 

rebounds but shot just 9 for 25 from 
the field.  Road teams had won the 
first three games, only the second 
time that had happened in the finals. 
San Antonio was well on its way to 
making it 4 for 4.
But the Knicks gave themselves a 

chance by limiting the Spurs to 14 
points on 4-for-20 shooting in the 
third quarter, using a 13-0 run to 
get back in it and cutting it to 90-75 
heading to the fourth.
These Knicks, who erased a 22-point 

deficit in the fourth quarter against 
Cleveland in Game 1 of the Eastern 
Conference finals, just don’t quit.
Even when the comeback seemed 

for naught when Stephon Castle was 
fouled after the Knicks had taken the 
lead and made two free throws to put 
San Antonio back ahead with 30 sec-
onds left, the Knicks had one more 
rally in them.
Dylan Harper scored 21 points and 

De’Aaron Fox and Devin Vassell 
each had 18 for the Spurs, who will 
try to regroup and send the series 
back to New York for Game 6 next 
Tuesday. Only one team — Cleve-
land in 2016 — has recovered from a 
3-1 deficit in the finals.

New York Knicks center Mitchell Robinson (23) and guard Josh Hart (3) celebrate after 
Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the San Antonio Spurs in New York, 
Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP) 
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.
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Mexico opens World Cup with passion, parties and protests
MEXICO CITY (Reuters) 

- Mexico City opened the 
World Cup ​on Thursday at 
the famous Azteca stadium 
with a ceremony celebrat-
ing pre-Hispanic culture, as 
the ground rocked ahead of 
the tournament’s first match 
‌between Mexico and South 
Africa that kicks off against 
a backdrop of protests 
around the capital.
Fans in Mariachi costumes, 

with sombreros and trum-
pets, formed a sea of dark 
green support as Shakira 
and Burna Boy performed 
the 2026 World Cup anthem 
and pyrotechnics filled the 
ground.
Alejandro Garcia, 50, 

decked out in a sombrero 
and carrying a replica tro-
phy, said he was proud that ​
Mexico was hosting another 
World Cup. He was a young 
kid when the country last 
hosted the tournament in 
1986.
“This is our temple,” 

he ​said on the concourse 
around the Azteca. “It’s go-
ing to be a great World Cup, 
all of the protests will now 
be ⁠forgotten.”
But outside the ground, the 

city of 9 million people re-
mained deeply divided. The 
run-up to the tournament in 
Mexico, which the coun-
try is co-hosting with the 
USA ​and Canada, has been 
marked by social unrest in 
the capital as various groups 
-- from teachers to fami-
lies of those missing in the 

drug war -- have marched 
in ​attempts to leverage the 
international spotlight to ad-
vance their cause.
At least six protests were 

planned on Thursday, with 
the city a contradiction of 
celebration and opposition. 
Freshly painted murals, new 
trains and a revamped sta-
dium aimed at welcoming 
tourists for the games con-
trasted with steel barricades 
mounted by businesses to 
protect themselves from 
rioters along the capital’s 
main avenue.
About three miles from ​

the Azteca, thousands of 
disgruntled teachers from 
around the country began 
marching towards the stadi-
um ahead of the match.
Avelina Cruz Miguel, 

who has taught elementary 
school for ​22 years, trav-
elled from Oaxaca to protest 
for better pay. She said the 

protests offered an opportu-
nity for the teachers to make 
their demands known at “an 
international level.” “There 
is no ‌support for ⁠education” 
in Mexico, she said.
Teachers had also camped 

outside the central Zocalo 
square for days leading up 
to the start of the tourna-
ment.
The encampment forced 

authorities to barricade the 
entrance to the Zocalo on 
the eve of the competition 
opener and raised fears the 
area would be closed to fans 
who had planned to amass 
in the square to watch on a 
big screen.
On Thursday, tents lined 

the streets for multiple 
blocks surrounding the 
square but authorities con-
firmed the fan zone would 
be ​open.
Mario Martinez, 30, from 

Tijuana, was one ​of the first 

fans to enter ⁠with his girl-
friend. He said they had 
come to the fan zone be-
cause stadium tickets were 
too expensive and had been 
worried the event would be 
cancelled. “Thank God it all 
worked out.”
In the Zocalo, organisers 

said the fan zone was at ​
capacity with over 50,000 
packed into the square to 
watch the game.
Many residents have com-

plained money was being 
spent to ​beautify the city for 
⁠visitors without addressing 
underlying infrastructure 
issues. Thursday was de-
clared an official holiday in 
Mexico City, in part to alle-
viate transport concerns.
Other Chilangos, as Mex-

ico City locals are known, 
complained of prohibitively 
high ticket prices that had 
kept them from seeing the 
spectacle live in their home 
town.
For the opening match be-

tween Mexico and South 
Africa some fans ⁠inter-
viewed by ​Reuters said they 
had paid US$3,000 or more, 
way out of reach for most 
Mexicans. FIFA has ​defend-
ed its pricing saying the cost 
of tickets is on a par with 
other major sporting events.
“FIFA is only interested in 

profit,” said Jonathan Cor-
doba, 33, as he stood in a 
long queue to ​enter the sta-
dium. But he said he had no 
regrets: “It’s the passion!”

Performers on the pitch during the opening ceremony before the 
start of the World Cup Group A soccer match between Mexico and 
South Africa in Mexico City, Thursday, June 11, 2026. (AP)
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