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The Ministry of Health continues to 
take proactive measures to safeguard 
the nation’s borders and protect public 
health amid ongoing global concerns 
regarding Ebola disease and other 
emerging and reemerging infectious 
disease threats.
As part of these efforts, the Ministry 

convened a high-level interagency pre-
paredness meeting on Monday, 1 June 
2026, bringing together key stakehold-
ers responsible for public health, bor-
der security, emergency management, 
and national response coordination. 
The meeting focused on reviewing and 
strengthening Antigua and Barbuda’s 
preparedness and response framework 
for Ebola disease while reinforcing 
readiness for other infectious disease 
threats of public health importance.
The meeting was chaired by Perma-

nent Secretary Mrs. Stacey Gregg-
Paige and brought together the Min-
istry’s senior technical leadership, 
including Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Kamara De Castro, Deputy Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Teri-Ann Joseph, 
and Acting Chief Health Inspector Mr. 
Daryl Spencer. The discussions also 
included agency heads and senior rep-
resentatives from the Central Board 
of Health (CBH), the Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Centre, the Antigua and Bar-
buda Emergency Medical Services, as 
well as the National Office of Disaster 
Services (NODS), the Department of 
Immigration, the Antigua and Barbu-
da Airport Authority, the Antigua and 
Barbuda Defence Force, the Royal 
Police Force of Antigua and Barbuda, 
and the Ministry of Tourism.
While there are currently no reported 

cases of Ebola disease in Antigua and 

Barbuda and the risk of Ebola disease 
occurring locally remains low, the 
Ministry emphasized that recent inter-
national developments underscore the 
importance of maintaining a high lev-
el of vigilance and operational read-
iness. Participants received updates 
on ongoing preparedness activities 
aimed at strengthening the country’s 
readiness for infectious disease threats 
and reviewed measures already in 
place across key sectors. Discussions 
also focused on the country’s existing 
prevention, detection, reporting, and 
response protocols; interagency coor-
dination mechanisms; and opportuni-
ties to further strengthen national pre-
paredness and response capacity.
Participants reviewed current pre-

paredness plans, examined potential 
response scenarios, identified opera-
tional gaps, and discussed measures 
to enhance coordination, communica-
tion, and resource mobilization across 
agencies. The meeting also provided 
an opportunity for participating agen-
cies to present updates on their re-
spective preparedness activities and 
to identify areas requiring additional 
training, equipment, or support.
The Ministry of Health, Wellness, 

Environment and Civil Service Af-
fairs reaffirmed its commitment to 
protecting the health and well-being 
of residents and visitors alike and will 
continue to work closely with local, 
regional, and international partners to 
strengthen national health security and 
maintain a coordinated and effective 
preparedness and response framework 
for infectious disease threats and other 
public health emergencies.

Ministry of Health Leads Interagency Preparedness Meeting 
on Ebola and Other Emerging Infectious Diseases

Ministry of Health holds preparatory meeting ahead of any dangers from Ebola or other 
emerging infectious diseases
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The Antigua Public Utilities Author-
ity (APUA) confirms that a fuel leak 
has been identified involving a storage 
tank located at the former Friars Hill 
Facility.
In a statement, APUA confirmed 

that upon becoming aware of the sit-
uation, it immediately initiated the ap-
propriate internal response measures 
and engaged the relevant authorities, 
including the National Office of Di-
saster Services (NODS), the Antigua 
and Barbuda Police Force, the Cen-
tral Board of Health, the Development 
Control Authority (DCA), and other 
stakeholders to assess the situation and 
determine the most appropriate and ef-
ficient course of action.
Minister with responsibility for 

APUA, Melford Nicholas, who is 
also the constituency representative 
for St. John’s City East, emphasized 
the importance of swift action:  “We 
are committed to ensuring the safety 
of our residents while addressing this 
leak.  Our primary focus is to mitigate 
any potential environ mental impact 
and safeguard the community.”
The authority is in consultation with 

the National Solid Waste Management 
Authority, West Indies Oil Company 
(WIOC), the Department of Public 
Health, the Ministry of Environment, 
Antigua and Barbuda Fire Depart-
ment, the Public Works Department 
(PWD), and other agencies to coordi-
nate efforts.

Minister Nicholas added, “Collabora-
tion with all relevant authorities is cru-
cial.  We will leave no stone unturned 
in addressing this situation effective-
ly.” 
According to the statement, at this 

stage, investigations and assessments 
are ongoing. APUA remains commit-
ted to providing clear and timely up-

dates and encourages everyone to act 
in a safe, responsible, and environ-
mentally friendly manner.
The Authority said it will continue to 

monitor the situation and will provide 
further updates as more information 
becomes available, adding that it ap-
preciates the public’s patience and un-
derstanding as this process continues.

APUA, Minister Nicholas Acknowledge Fuel Leak 
at Former Friars Hill Facility
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Meanwhile, the Authority issued an 
updated statement overnight to bring 
more clarity to the situation.
The statement reads; The Antigua 

Public Utilities Authority (APUA) 
wishes to provide a further update re-
garding response efforts related to the 
fuel seepage identified at a storage 
tank located at the former Friars Hill 
Power Station facility.
Following continued consultations 

with stakeholders, arrangements have 
now been finalized for the transfer of 
the fuel from the affected storage tank. 
A local fuel contractor has agreed to 
accept the fuel, and preparations are 
being made to facilitate the safe re-
moval and transportation of the resi-
due from the site.
Containment measures implemented 

earlier remain in place and continue 
to support the safe management of the 
situation.
Once the fuel transfer process has 

been completed, attention will shift 
to the removal and disposal of mate-
rials used during the containment and 
cleanup efforts. APUA will continue 
to work closely with the Department 
of Environment, the National Sol-
id Waste Management Authority, the 
Central Board of Health, the National 
Office of Disaster Services (NODS), 
and other relevant stakeholders to en-
sure that all cleanup and disposal ac-
tivities are conducted in accordance 

with the appropriate 
environmental and public health stan-
dards.
APUA remains committed to address-

ing this matter safely, responsibly, and 
with the continued support and guid-
ance of the relevant agencies.
The Authority thanks the general pub-

lic for their continued understanding 
and support and will provide further 
updates as response efforts progress.
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Director of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Meteorological Service, Dale Destin, 
is forecasting a potentially less active 
Atlantic hurricane season as the like-
lihood of a strong El Niño event con-
tinues to increase, creating conditions 
that are expected to suppress tropical 
cyclone development across the re-
gion.
Speaking monday on state television, 

which marked the commencement of 
the 2026 Atlantic Hurricane Season, 
Destin noted that forecasts are becom-
ing less aggressive, with the probabil-
ity of an above-normal season steadily 
declining.
“We started at 59 percent, and we’re 

now down to 49 percent. It has been a 
while since, at this stage of the season, 
the forecast was calling for only a 49 
percent probability of an above-nor-
mal season,” Destin said.
He added that meteorologists expect 

the probability to decrease further as 
conditions continue to evolve in the 
Pacific Ocean, where forecasters are 
closely monitoring the development 
of what could become a very strong El 
Niño.
“We’re looking at a very strong El 

Niño—some call it a super El Niño, 
others a Jurassic El Niño—but the bot-
tom line is that the forecast is for a very 
strong El Niño to form,” he noted.
According to the meteorological di-

rector, El Niño events are character-
ised by unusually warm sea surface 
temperatures across the central and 
eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean. His-
torically, these events have had a sig-
nificant suppressing effect on hurri-

cane activity in the Atlantic basin.
“Whenever there’s an El Niño, it has 

a suppressing effect on the Atlantic 
hurricane season. The stronger the El 
Niño, generally, the more suppressed 
the season becomes,” he explained.
Destin stated that El Niño creates 

atmospheric conditions that make it 
more difficult for tropical cyclones 
to form and strengthen. Even storms 
that do develop often struggle to reach 
higher intensities.
Among the factors associated with El 

Niño are increased atmospheric sta-
bility, stronger wind shear, and drier 
air across the tropical Atlantic. Wind 
shear, which occurs when winds blow 
at varying speeds and directions at dif-
ferent levels of the atmosphere, can 
disrupt the structure of developing 
storms and prevent them from organ-
ising.

“We see an increase in what we call 
wind shear, which makes it even 
tougher for cyclones to develop,” Des-
tin noted. “The atmosphere is general-
ly more stable, and it is also drier, so 
these are some of the conditions that 
keep storms in check.”
The presence of Saharan dust, which 

frequently travels across the Atlantic 
during the hurricane season, is also ex-
pected to contribute to the suppression 
of tropical cyclone activity.
“The Saharan dust is always good 

in terms of suppressing tropical cy-
clones,” Destin said. “It’s not good 
from a health standpoint for many 
people, but it is an indication of the 
dryness of the atmosphere and other 
factors that make it difficult not only 
for cyclones to form but also for rain-
fall-producing clouds to develop.”
While the reduced rainfall associated 

El Niño Expected to Keep Atlantic Storms in Check
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with these conditions can help limit 
storm formation, it can also contribute 
to drought concerns and reduced pre-
cipitation across the region.
Despite expectations for a quieter 

season, Destin cautioned against com-
placency, emphasising that seasonal 
forecasts do not predict where storms 
will form or travel.
“The forecast gives you an idea as to 

what we’re looking at, but it doesn’t 
tell you where storms are going to go,” 
he said. “The greater focus should be 
on preparation and being prepared for 
the hurricane season.”
Destin also highlighted significant 

advances in hurricane forecasting 
technology, particularly in predicting 
storm tracks. These improvements 
are expected to provide residents with 
more time to prepare for approaching 
systems.
He revealed that regional meteoro-

logical agencies are considering ex-
tending the lead times for tropical 
storm watches and warnings over the 
next two years. Under the proposed 
changes, tropical storm watches could 
be issued as much as 72 hours before 
anticipated impacts, while warnings 
could be issued 48 hours in advance.
“As it stands now, it’s 48 hours for a 

watch and 36 hours for a warning,” he 
explained. “Because of the improve-
ment in the accuracy, especially with 
the track forecasting, we are now look-
ing to increase the lead time to give 
persons more time to prepare and de-

cide what they’re going to do once a 
storm is threatening.”
Meanwhile, Destin noted that dis-

cussions about extending the official 
Atlantic hurricane season beyond its 
traditional 1st June to 30th November 
dates have largely faded. Several years 
ago, the issue gained attention after a 
series of pre-season storms formed be-
fore 1st June, but recent trends have 

reduced momentum for such a change.
“For about six or seven years consec-

utively, we had pre-season cyclones. 
We haven’t had any for a few years 
now,” he said. “When we look at the 
number of storms that form outside the 
season, it didn’t make sense to extend 
it.”
However, he reminded the public that 

tropical systems can still develop out-
side the official hurricane season and 
encouraged year-round awareness.
“Persons are to be prepared for the 

season, but also be mindful that there 
can be storms outside of the season,” 
Destin said.
The National Oceanic and Atmo-

spheric Administration (NOAA) 
has forecasted a total of 8-14 named 
storms (winds of 39 mph or higher) for 
the 2026 Atlantic Hurricane Season. 
Of those,  3-6 are forecast to become 
hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or high-
er), including 1-3 major hurricanes 
(category 3, 4 or 5 with winds of 111 
mph or higher).
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The Governor General Sir Rodney 
Williams has emphasised the impor-
tance of preparedness as the 2026 At-
lantic Hurricane season opens.
Sir Rodney was speaking at a special 

church service on Sunday organized 
by the National Office of Disaster Ser-
vices and held at the Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church at Creekside.
The Governor General told the con-

gregation that preparation is both a 
practical duty and a spiritual disci-
pline. “We come before Almighty 
God acknowledging that, while we 
cannot control the winds, the seas, or 
the storms, we can prepare our hearts, 
our homes, our communities, and our 
nation.
“In Antigua and Barbuda, we know 

from experience that even one storm 
can change lives, disrupt livelihoods, 
and test the strength of families and 
communities. Therefore, this service 
is timely. It calls us not to fear, but to 
be wise; not to panic, but to prepare; 
not to be careless, but to be watchful 

and responsible,” he urged.
He called on all residents of Antigua 

and Barbuda to take the matter of pre-
paredness seriously. 
“Secure important documents. Check 

your supplies. Ensure that children 
understand what to do. Pay special at-

tention to elderly neighbours, persons 
living alone, and those who may need 
assistance in the event of an emergen-
cy.
“Preparedness is not only the respon-

sibility of government agencies and 
emergency services. It is a shared re-
sponsibility, rooted in love of neigh-
bour and care for community,” he em-
phasised.
Sir Rodney also expressed the na-

tion’s thanks and appreciation to those 
who put their lives at risk to help oth-
ers during national emergencies. 
“Today, we give thanks for all those 

who serve before, during, and after 
times of emergency: the National Of-
fice of Disaster Services, the security 
forces, health workers, utility workers, 
churches, service clubs, volunteers, 
community leaders, and all persons 
who stand ready to assist when danger 
comes. Their work reflects courage, 
compassion, and national duty,” he re-
marked.

Sir Rodney Emphasises Preparation In Hurricane 
Season-Related Speech

The Governor General Sir Rodney Williams
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The National Office of Disaster Ser-
vices (NODS) will engage in dis-
cussions later this week with repre-
sentatives of the Caribbean Disaster 
Emergency Management Agency 
(CDEMA) on a 5-year country 
work-programme for Antigua and 
Barbuda.
Deputy Director of NODS, Craig Cole 

said the CDEMA team and his agency 
will begin those discussions on Friday 
at its American Road headquarters. He 
explained that the work-programme 
will cover all facets of disaster man-
agement related to both the public and 
private sectors.
According to Cole...NODS is not an 

entity unto itself, but rather relies on 
input from all sectors of the society to 
contribute actions that relate directly 
to them, which are then subsumed into 
the overall national plan. For example, 
he further explained that the tourism 
sector will develop its own set of plans 
which then are submitted for inclusion 
into the overall country plan.
“It is important that we reach out to 

both the public and private sectors 
when we create the plan. That is why 
for instance, we communicated with 
the business sector for their input when 
the plan is being composed,” he stated.
In addition to the country work plan, 

NODS will this week launch two ma-
jor projects. One is a purpose-built 
hurricane shelter which it intends to 
launch later in the week. 
“All the shelters that we currently 

use were designed for other purposes 
and are re-purposed to serve as hurri-
cane shelters. We are currently at the 
concept stage for a purpose built shel-
ter for which we will seek funding to 
move it from concept to reality. 
“Additionally, we intend to announce 

an expanded warehouse structure to 
serve the sub-region. Antigua and 
Barbuda serves as the focal point for 
the Sub-regional Warehouse Devel-
opment Project. Already, we store 

materials for the northern Leeward 
Islands – St. Kitts and Nevis, the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands, St Maarten, Mont-
serrat and Anguilla. We have items 
stored here currently but we are at the 
point where the capacity of the current 

warehouse is not sufficient to meet the 
needs of the sub-region. Therefore, we 
have the conceptual plans for a big-
ger warehouse with appropriate office 
space to be unveiled later this week,” 
he announced.

NODS To Discuss 5-Year Country Work Plan With CDEMA

Deputy Director of NODS, Craig Cole
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne 
says his government will approve 
The Bank of N.T. Butterfield & 
Son Limited’s acquisition of CIBC 
Caribbean, while at the same time 
make representation for local banks 
to participate in the process.
Speaking on his radio programme 

the Browne and Browne Show on 
Saturday, days after the announce-
ment was made that Butterfield has 
entered into a definitive agreement 
to acquire CIBC’s 91.7% interest 
in CIBC Caribbean Bank Limited, 
the Prime Minister, who also has 
responsibility for Finance and Cor-
porate Governance, stated that al-
ready, one local banking institution 
is showing interest.
“ACB [Caribbean] would have 

come to see me, they have indicat-
ed they have an interest. If CIBC 
and Butterfield are willing to coop-

erate, they are willing to be part of 
this ownership,” he revealed.
The new arrangement will result 

in combined assets worth $ US 29 
billion, and is expected to “provide 
enhanced corporate, personal and 
wealth management services across 
their combined client bases”, a 
statement outlined.
Prime Minister Browne explained 

that unlike the case of Scotiabank 
several years ago, the Butterfield/
CIBC agreement is more of a merg-
er rather than a sale, which does not 
require him to press for local banks 
to be granted first right of refusal.
“If they were just selling the branch 

as a discrete entity, we’d tell them 
to sell local. But it is structured dif-
ferently. Notwithstanding, we’re 
still looking for the carve out.”
The head of government stressed 

the importance of domestic own-
ership, pointing to his administra-

tion’s successes in this regard in 
the areas of banking, real estate, 
the hospitality sector, and state-
owned companies to include West 
Indies Oil Company Limited, and 
State Insurance Company Limited. 
However, Mr. Browne also believes 
that there must be room for interna-
tional businesses and their expand-
ed services, specifically within the 
banking sector, “beyond what our 
domestic banks offer”.
Meantime, employees of CIBC 

Caribbean in Saint John’s have 
been told there will be no displace-
ment. The assurance came from the 
Prime Minister Browne who indi-
cated that he was assured there will 
be no loss of employment.
Under the new arrangement, CIBC 

Caribbean will retain 22% in the 
new company.
The agreement will likely take ap-

proximately one year before it is 
finalised.

Gov’t Greenlights Butterfield/CIBC Transaction, 
Wants Carve Out for Local Banks

Prime Minister Gaston Browne speaking 
on the Browne and Browne show
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Court (ECSC) has announced that 
His Majesty King Charles III has, by 
letters patent, appointed Her Lady-
ship the Honourable Madam Margaret 
Price Findlay as Chief Justice of the 
ECSC, effective 9th April 2026.
 Her Ladyship takes office following 

a remarkable legal and judicial career 
defined by exemplary service, sound 
jurisprudence, and an unwavering 
commitment to justice across the East-
ern Caribbean sub-region.
  As Chief Justice, she will provide 

vital judicial leadership and adminis-
trative oversight for the ECSC, which 
serves six independent Member States 
and three British Overseas Territories 
within the Organisation of Eastern Ca-
ribbean States (OECS). This appoint-
ment marks a significant milestone in 
the pursuit of judicial excellence, re-
gional cooperation, and the reinforce-
ment of the rule of law in the Eastern 
Caribbean.
 Her Ladyship’s ascension to the of-

fice of Chief Justice underscores her 
exceptional contributions to the judi-
ciary and her steadfast dedication to 
justice and regional service. We hold 
firm in our belief that under her leader-
ship, the Eastern Caribbean Supreme 
Court will continue to exemplify the 
highest standards of judicial excel-
lence and innovation.

Local News
The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court Has Named 

Margaret Price Findlay Its New Chief Justice

Honourable Madam Margaret Price Findlay
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International

Russian drones hit a military hospital, 
shopping center, apartment blocks and 
other buildings in Kharkiv late Satur-
day, killing two people and wounding 
35 others, Ukrainian officials said.
Regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said 
that a 67-year-old man and a 70-year-
old woman were killed in the attack on 
Ukraine’s second-largest city.
Ukraine’s General Staff denounced 

the “deliberate, targeted shelling” of 
the military hospital. Among the ca-
sualties were “servicemen who were 
undergoing treatment,” it said.
The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 
Russia fired 111 exploding drones and 
decoys in the latest wave of attacks 
overnight into Sunday. It said 65 of 
them were intercepted and another 35 
were lost, likely having been electron-
ically jammed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said Sunday that over the past 
week “most regions of Ukraine” came 
under Russian attack. Writing on X, 
he said “1,310 Russian guided aerial 
bombs, over 1,000 attack drones — 
mostly ‘Shaheds’ — and nine missiles 
of various types, including ballis-
tic ones” had been launched against 
Ukraine.
Zelenskyy also repeated his assertion 
that “Russia is dragging out the war,” 
echoing comments he made Thurs-
day in Paris that Russia is prolonging 
ceasefire talks “just to buy time and 
then try to grab more land.”
Russia’s Ministry of Defense, mean-
while, said its air defense systems shot 
down six Ukrainian drones. It also 
claimed Sunday that its troops had 
taken control of a village in Ukraine’s 
partly occupied Donetsk region. The 
Russian claim could not be inde-
pendently verified, and Ukraine did 
not comment.
According to Ukrainian government 
and military analysts, Russian forces 
are preparing to launch a fresh mil-
itary offensive in the coming weeks 
to maximize pressure on Ukraine and 
strengthen the Kremlin’s negotiating 
position in ceasefire talks. (Loop Ca-
ribbean)

2 people killed and dozens 
wounded in Russian attack 
on Kharkiv
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Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10

con’t from pg 21
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Antigua and Barbuda has become the 
centre of regional aviation discussions 
this week as top civil aviation officials 
from across North America, Central 
America and the Caribbean gather for 
the 14th Meeting of Directors of Civil 
Aviation of the North American, Cen-
tral American and Caribbean (NACC) 
Region.
The high-level conference, being 

held from June 1 to 5 at the Ameri-
can University of Antigua, marks the 
first time the important aviation forum 
is taking place within the OECS-EC-
CAA region.
The meeting has brought together 

directors of civil aviation, aviation 
regulators, airport officials, and rep-
resentatives from the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), 
the Eastern Caribbean Civil Aviation 
Authority (ECCAA), and several in-
ternational aviation partners to discuss 
key issues affecting the future of air 
transportation.
Speaking during the opening ceremo-

ny, Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Tourism, Investment, Civil Aviation 
and Transportation, Michael Freeland, 
stressed the critical role aviation plays 
in the survival and development of 

small island nations.
“For Antigua and Barbuda, aviation 

is far more than transportation. It is 
our connection to the world,” Free-
land told delegates. “It is the bridge 
that drives tourism, trade, investment, 
family connections, and economic op-
portunity.”
Freeland also reflected on Antigua 

and Barbuda’s longstanding role in 
regional aviation development, not-

ing that the country once served as 
the base for the Eastern Caribbean Di-
rectorate of Civil Aviation during the 
1960s.
“That legacy continues today through 

ECCAA,” he said. “It demonstrates 
what small states can accomplish 
when regional cooperation is placed at 
the forefront.”
Acting Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of Civil Aviation, Marietta 

Antigua Hosts Major Regional Aviation Summit as 
Industry Leaders Tackle Future of Air Travel
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Christian, said the conference comes 
at a challenging period for the aviation 
industry as countries continue grap-
pling with rising operational costs, 
fuel prices, and emerging global health 
concerns.
Christian also used the opportunity 

to highlight Antigua and Barbuda’s 
growing reputation as a destination for 
major international conferences and 
events, ahead of the country hosting 
the Commonwealth Heads of Gov-

ernment Meeting (CHOGM) later this 
year.
ICAO Secretary General Juan Car-

los Salazar addressed delegates on the 
organisation’s long-term strategic pri-
orities, including its ambitious vision 
to achieve zero aviation fatalities and 
net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.
Salazar also referenced ongoing ef-

forts to strengthen global aviation gov-
ernance through amendments to the 
Chicago Convention, noting that mo-

mentum continues to build following 
recent ratifications by member states.
Meanwhile, ECCAA Director Gen-

eral Anthony Whittier described the 
gathering as one of the most important 
aviation meetings ever staged in Anti-
gua and Barbuda.
“This is the crème de la crème of 

aviation collaboration in the region,” 
Whittier said.
He also announced that ECCAA is 

expected to sign an initial aviation 
security agreement with Transport 
Canada during the conference and 
confirmed that the Eastern Caribbean 
Airport Executives Forum will be held 
in St. Vincent and the Grenadines this 
August.
The opening ceremony also paid trib-

ute to veteran civil aviation officer Pe-
ter Abraham, who was recognised for 
more than four decades of service to 
Antigua and Barbuda, particularly in 
aviation security and facilitation.
Abraham, who is expected to retire 

officially in October, received a spe-
cial plaque from Minister Freeland in 
recognition of his contribution to re-
gional aviation development.
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The Next Generation Sweet Potato 
Production in the Caribbean (Next-
GenSp) project has announced the 
commencement of Focus Group Dis-
cussions (FGDs) in the participating 
project countries Antigua and Barbu-
da, Jamaica and St. Lucia. 
These discussions will be facilitated 

by Dr. Lisa Myers, Consultant with 
the NextGenSp Project. In Antigua 
and Barbuda, this FGDs will be fa-
cilitated on Tuesday, 02 June 2026 at 
the Environment Division at the Bo-
tanical Garden.
 The FGDs are being conducted 

to generate qualitative information 
that will support the strengthening 
of sweet potato seed systems, va-
rietal selection, climate resilience 
strategies, and sector development 
planning across the region. They are 
designed to gather practical insights 
and experiences from stakeholders 
involved in the sweet potato sector.
The discussions will help the proj-

ect to:
• Understand current sweet potato 

production systems and challenges
• Identify preferred sweet potato va-

rieties and traits
• Assess seed sourcing and clean 

planting material systems
• Explore production costs and cli-

mate-related challenges
• Understand gender and youth par-

ticipation in the sector
• Inform future project interventions 

and country-level planning
The NextGenSp project is encour-

aging stakeholder-participation not-
ing that the quality of the information 
generated will depend significantly 
on ensuring that knowledgeable and 
representative stakeholders are en-
gaged in the process.

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) under the Next 
Generation Sweet Potato Set For Today
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Liberty Caribbean, the opera-
tors of Flow, Liberty Business 
and BTC, has confirmed its state 
of readiness for the 2026 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season, which officially 
begins on June 1.
With more than a century of ser-

vice across the Caribbean, the 
company continues to strengthen 
its preparedness, resilience, and 
emergency response capabilities to 
support customers, governments, 
and communities throughout the 
region during periods of crisis.
The announcement follows the 

significant impact of Hurricane 
Melissa in Jamaica last year, which 
reinforced the critical importance 
of resilient communications infra-
structure and rapid response capa-
bilities across the Caribbean.
“Hurricane Melissa reminded us 

once again that connectivity is far 
more than technology. In moments 
of crisis, it becomes a lifeline for 
families, businesses, emergency 
responders, and governments,” 
said Inge Smidts, Chief Executive 
Officer, Liberty Caribbean.
“The lessons from that experi-

ence have further strengthened our 
resolve and accelerated our invest-
ments in network resilience, oper-
ational preparedness, and recovery 
capabilities across the region. We 
remain committed to ensuring our 
customers and communities can 
rely on us when it matters most.”

Over the past year, Liberty Carib-
bean has continued to make stra-
tegic investments to strengthen 
its networks and improve disaster 
resilience across multiple markets. 
In Jamaica, this included major in-
vestments in a new and enhanced 
mobile network, expanded spec-
trum capabilities, strengthened 
transport diversity, hardened infra-
structure, backup power systems, 
and additional redundancy mea-
sures aimed at improving reliabili-
ty and accelerating recovery.
The company has also contin-

ued simulation exercises, emer-
gency response drills, fuel and 
logistics readiness planning, and 
cross-functional coordination ef-
forts across all operating markets 
to ensure rapid mobilisation if re-
quired during the hurricane season.
“Our teams have worked tireless-

ly to modernize our infrastructure, 
strengthen operational readiness, 
and improve how we respond 
during emergencies. While no 
network is immune to extreme 
weather events, our focus remains 
on building stronger, smarter, and 
more resilient systems capable of 
supporting the Caribbean through 
disruption and recovery alike,” 
added Smidts. 
Forecasters at the National 

Weather Service of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA) are predicting a 

below-normal hurricane season for 
the Atlantic basin this year. 
NOAA’s forecast for the 2026 At-

lantic hurricane season, which runs 
from June 1 to November 30, indi-
cates a 35% chance of a near-nor-
mal season, a 10% chance of an 
above-normal season, and a 55% 
chance of a below-normal season. 
The agency forecasts a total of 8 

to 14 named storms (winds of 63 
km/h or more). Of these, 3 to 6 
are expected to become hurricanes 
(with winds of 75 mph or more), 
including 1 to 3 major hurricanes 
(Category 3, 4, or 5 with winds 
of 115 mph or more). An average 
season sees 14 named storms, in-
cluding seven hurricanes, three of 
which are major hurricanes.
“We understand the responsibili-

ty that comes with serving the Ca-
ribbean. Our commitment extends 
beyond connectivity alone. It is 
also about supporting the resil-
ience of the communities we serve 
and standing beside them before, 
during, and after times of crisis,” 
said Smidts.

Liberty Caribbean continues to 
encourage customers and business-
es across the region to review their 
own hurricane preparedness plans 
and remain informed throughout 
the season.

Liberty Caribbean prepared for 2026 Hurricane Season
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Good Humans 268 Inc. is once again 
taking Antigua and Barbuda to the in-
ternational stage as the organization 
continues expanding its work in cli-
mate action, sustainability, and dis-
ability inclusion.
This week marks a major milestone 

for the organization as two members 
of the team  represent the country at 
separate international environmental 
forums in Uzbekistan and Paris.
Founder and President Joshuanette 

Francis is attending the 8th Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) Assem-
bly in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, while 
Logistics Coordinator Kelisha Pigott 
is participating in the UNESCO x 
Nestlé Youth Impact Closing Event 
in Paris, France. Together, these op-
portunities represent years of work, 
advocacy, and determination from a 
grassroots organization that started 
with a simple  mission —  creating 
opportunities for individuals with 
disabilities while tackling waste 
management challenges.
The GEF Assembly is one of the 

largest environmental gatherings in 

the world and brings together leaders, 
policymakers, scientists, activists, 
and civil society organizations to 
discuss climate change, biodiversity, 
pollution, and environmental 
sustainability. The Assembly serves 
as a space where countries and 
organizations share solutions and 
discuss the future of environmental 
policy and action.
For Joshuanette Francis, attending 

the Assembly is symbolic of how 
far the organization has come. What 
started as a local movement has 
evolved into a recognized voice in 
regional and international discussions 
surrounding sustainability and inclu-
sion.
Good Humans 268 Inc. has spent the 

last three years openly advocating for 
changes in how Antigua and Barbuda 
manages waste. The organization has 
repeatedly stated that stronger legis-
lation, better enforcement, and public 
education are necessary if the country 
hopes to reduce landfill pressure and 
environmental damage.
The organization has also identi-

fied the need to rethink waste man-
agement  from the  source. Instead 
of waiting until waste reaches the 
landfill, Good Humans 268 Inc. 
believes that households, businesses, 
schools, and events must all become 
part of the solution.
This belief has led to several com-

munity-based initiatives that com-
bine education, recycling, and envi-
ronmental advocacy with disability 
inclusion. Through their work, the 
organization has demonstrated that 
environmental action can simultane-
ously create jobs, opportunities, and 
visibility for individuals with disabil-
ities.
What has made the organization par-

ticularly impactful is its commitment 
to research and learning from other 
countries and systems. Over the last 
few months, Good Humans 268 Inc. 
has conducted environmental and 
waste management research in Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Jamaica, Barbados, 
and Louisiana in the United States.
The recent Louisiana research trip 

allowed the organization to observe 
environmental initiatives and waste 
management systems firsthand while 
exploring how similar models and 
solutions could potentially be adapted 
within Caribbean communities.
The organization also confirmed 

plans to continue research in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, Grenada, Trinidad and To-
bago, and Saint Lucia. The long-term 
goal is to gather enough information 
and regional insight to help shape rec-
ommendations for better waste man-
agement systems and policy reform 
within Antigua and Barbuda.
The urgency behind this work has 

become even more evident in recent 
years. Following several landfill fires 
and an oil spill that affected Antigua 
and Barbuda, the organization has 
consistently highlighted the envi-
ronmental risks associated with poor 

From Antigua to the World: Good Humans 268 Showcasing 
Waste, Inclusion, and Climate Leadership
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waste management practices.
However, Good Humans 268 Inc. 

has worked hard to approach the issue 
differently. Rather than focusing sole-
ly on the negative impacts of waste, 
the organization has also emphasized 
creativity, innovation, and opportuni-
ty.
Their philosophy that “waste is 

worth” and “waste is wealth” has 
become a major part of their public 
messaging. Through art installations, 
recycling drives, environmental cam-
paigns, and educational projects, the 
organisation continues encouraging 
communities to see value in materials 
often thrown away.
The organization’s journey gained 

significant momentum in 2023 after 
securing USD $50,000 through the 
GEF Small Grants Programme. That 
funding helped launch and strength-
en their national recycling and waste 
management initiatives across schools 
in Antigua and Barbuda.
Since then, the Student Commu-

nity Service Recycling Project has 
expanded significantly, engaging 
thousands of students throughout the 

country and encouraging schools to 
participate in recycling and environ-
mental education activities.
The organization’s work received an-

other major boost when they secured 
USD $8,000 through the UNESCO 
x Nestlé Youth Impact Programme 
for Environmental Sustainability and 
Climate Action.
The grant supported the develop-

ment of an online waste management 
classroom aimed at educating young 
people about recycling, sustainability, 
climate change, and environmental 
responsibility.
Kelisha Pigott has played a leading 

role in coordinating the project and 
is now representing the organization 
in Paris at the programme’s closing 
event. According to the official UNE-
SCO invitation letter, the event brings 
together 100 youth project leaders 
from around the world to celebrate 
climate action and sustainable devel-
opment initiatives.
For the organization, having rep-

resentatives in both Uzbekistan and 
Paris at the same time is a reminder 

that local action can have global im-
pact.
Good Humans 268 Inc. continues to 

prove that even small island organi-
zations can contribute meaningful-
ly to international conversations on 
sustainability and climate resilience. 
More importantly, the organization 
continues ensuring that individuals 
with disabilities are included in those 
conversations and recognized as lead-
ers within environmental movements.
As the organization continues to 

grow, its mission remains clear — 
build a more sustainable future, cre-
ate opportunities for individuals with 
disabilities, and inspire a generation 
to see the beauty and value hidden 
within waste.
--
Joshuanette Francis
Founder and President, Good Hu-

mans 268 Inc.
Mobile: +1 (268) 789 GOOD (4663)
Website:  https://goodhumans268.

org/
Tel 268 727 2120 or 268 463 5674

https://goodhumans268.org/
https://goodhumans268.org/
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The extensive search for a missing 
child came to a heartbreaking con-
clusion on Monday morning, June 1, 
2026, when the body of 10-year-old 
Caldon Robeiro was discovered along 
the coastline in the Gorse area.
The young boy, a resident of Park 

Hill was reportedly found by a civilian 
amidst accumulations of sargassum on 
the shoreline.
The grim discovery follows a desper-

ate multi-day search operation initiat-
ed after Caldon went missing at sea 
over the weekend.
On Saturday afternoon, May 30, Cal-

don had gone to the beach for a routine 
swim with a group of friends off the 
shores of Colonarie, which is a com-
mon recreational activity in the com-
munity.
The group reportedly encountered 

difficulties in the water; while the oth-
er children managed to return to the 
shore safely, Caldon tragically dis-
appeared. A distress call and missing 
person report were issued at approxi-
mately 3:30 p.m. that day.
In response to his disappearance, the 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Coast 
Guard mounted a frantic rescue mis-
sion, supported by emergency person-
nel and civilian volunteers
However, the search crews faced 

immense, compounding challenges. 
Recovery efforts were heavily restrict-
ed by a combination of deteriorating 
weather conditions and fiercely rough 
seas. Furthermore, the presence of a 

hazardous ground reef in the coastal 
waters of Colonarie made navigating 
the area exceedingly dangerous for the 
first responders.
The exact circumstances surround-

ing the drowning remain under inves-
tigation by relevant authorities, with 
the friends who were swimming with 
Caldon actively cooperating with the 
police. (St Vincent Times)

Tragic End to Search For 10-yro Caldon Robeiro
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Jamaica is facing a grow-
ing science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics 
(STEM) education crisis as 
only 6,000 of the 30,000 
students sitting Caribbean 
Secondary Education Cer-
tificate (CSEC) examina-
tions annually are achieving 
the qualifications needed to 
enter the country’s tertiary 
institutions.
Dr Kevin Brown, president 

of The University of Tech-
nology, Jamaica (UTech), 
said the limited number of 
students is creating intense 
recruitment competition 
among Jamaica’s universi-
ties and teachers’ colleges.
“We have a little crisis 

emerging,” said Brown, 
while addressing the launch 
of UTech’s third annual 
Science Technology Engi-
neering and Mathematics 
Summer Camp at the insti-
tution’s Western Campus 
last Wednesday. “We have a 
situation where 30,000 high 
schoolers take CSEC. Thir-
ty thousand sounds like a 
big number; it is a big num-
ber, but only 6,000 get five 
passes with maths and En-
glish included.”
“Now here is the chal-

lenge: UWI wants some, 
UTech wants some, and 
CMU wants some. We are 
all fighting over the 6,000,” 
he stated, referencing The 
University of the West In-
dies and the Caribbean Mar-
itime University.
Brown further noted that 

local tertiary institutions, 
including public universi-
ties, private universities and 
teachers’ colleges, largely 
require applicants to obtain 
five CSEC subjects inclu-

sive of mathematics and En-
glish.
“The teachers’ colleges 

want some because if you 
go on any of our websites, 
there are over 15 tertia-
ry institutions in Jamaica. 
Many of them are teachers’ 
colleges, and we have pub-
lic and private universities. 
They all said they want five 
CSEC maths and English,” 
he explained.
He added that the figures 

point to a weak educational 
pipeline that could threaten 
Jamaica’s development.
“UTech alone wants 3,000. 

That’s half the amount that’s 
qualified, so you have a 
pipeline issue,” he said.
Brown also noted that 

while another estimated 
5,000 students may attain 
five CSEC subjects without 
passing either mathematics 
or English, the country is 
still left with a significant 
number of young people 
outside the formal tertiary 
education system.
“It means you have 24,000 

[left]. Where do they go? 
Some might go to HEART, 
some might go find a job, 
but you now have a wide 
and large number of [youth] 
who are not in tertiary ed-
ucation. That’s a scary 

thought.”
Brown said that the 

strengthening Jamaica’s 
STEM pipeline is critical if 
the country hopes to build a 
modern, technology-driven 
economy.
“For Jamaica to become 

a STEM country, which is 
the ambition, it has to pivot 
towards Maths, not for you 
to count your money, but to 
ensure that we have students 
who are mathematicians 
who will then use maths as 
a foundation to become sci-
entists, to become technolo-
gists, to become engineers,” 
he said.
According to Brown, math-

ematics remains central to 
most STEM careers.
“Engineering, and I’m 

from that field, is applied 
mathematics. Most chosen 
career paths in STEM are 
underpinned by mathemat-
ics,” he said.
Brown also expressed 

concern about the widen-
ing academic performance 
gap between boys and girls, 
noting that girls continue to 
outperform boys throughout 
the education system.
“When you look at the per-

formance of girls across the 
education system, whether 
it is from basic school to 

primary schools, you look 
at the PEP results, the CSEC 
results, CAPE results, girls 
are outperforming boys at 
every level,” he said, in ex-
plaining that programmes 
such as the STEM Sum-
mer Camp are designed to 
engage students through 
hands-on learning and prac-
tical exposure to science 
and technology.
“The good thing about boys 

is that they like what we do 
here at the STEM camp, 
the hands-on education, the 
tinkering, and the ability to 
really see the mathematics 
in an applied environment,” 
he said. “A robot moving 
around is all about coordi-
nates, and there’s a lot of 
maths behind it, but for a 
young boy or girl, the robot 
is bringing to life the STEM 
without teaching them the 
pure maths.” 
Brown also made an ap-

peal to corporate Jamaica 
to continue supporting the 
initiative, stressing that the 
programme is intended to 
strengthen the country’s fu-
ture workforce and national 
development goals.
“You are not sponsoring 

a programme for UTech. 
You are sponsoring a pro-
gramme for Jamaica. UTech 
is Jamaica’s national uni-
versity, and you are giving 
us the funding and the sup-
port because you want to 
see Jamaican students – not 
UTech students, Jamaican 
students – do better and to 
allow this country to have 
that STEM pipeline. The 
wider ambition here is to 
make Jamaica better,” he 
said. (Jamaica Gleaner)

CSEC underperformance creating STEM crisis for Jamaica
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Convicted serial killer Kemar Thomp-
son, whose bloody 2014 crime spree 
claimed eight lives in three separate in-
cidents across St Catherine, will remain 
behind bars for at least 66 years and sev-
en months before parole considerations.
This follows the dismissal by the Court 

of Appeal of his challenge to the sen-
tence imposed by the Home Circuit 
Court, which he argued was manifestly 
excessive.
In a ruling affirming the life sentenc-

es, the appellate court concluded that 
although the sentencing judge made 
several procedural and methodological 
errors, the punishment was neither ex-
cessive nor disproportionate given the 
“exceptional gravity” of the crimes.
“The sentencing judge properly and 

correctly exercised her discretion in im-
posing the consecutive sentences, given 
that the murders took place on separate 
occasions.
“In all the circumstances, the aggregate 

minimum pre-parole period of 66 years 
and seven months does not offend the 
‘totality principle’ and is commensurate 
with the gravity of the appellant’s crim-
inal conduct across separate and devas-
tating episodes of extreme violence,” 
the judges stated in the written judgment 
published last Friday.
Thompson, who was 23 at the time of 

the murders, killed eight men in less 
than three months between August and 
October 2014 in what the court de-
scribed as escalating and calculated acts 
of violence.
The first killing occurred on August 

4, 2014, when Carlton ‘Selly Selly’ 
Blake was gunned down in Bog Walk, 
St Catherine. Evidence presented to the 
court revealed that a witness heard the 
words “now or never” moments before 
Thompson pulled a firearm and shot 
Blake in broad daylight.
Just over two months later, Thomp-

son and armed accomplices carried out 
a deadly ambush along Highway 2000, 
targeting a vehicle transporting approx-
imately $1.5 million intended for China 
Harbour Engineering Company con-
struction workers. Three men were mur-
dered during the robbery, while an in-

nocent truck driver, who happened upon 
the scene, was also killed.
Ten days after the highway massacre, 

Thompson launched another attack in 
Pineapple Lane, Bog Walk, where three 
men were fatally shot in what he later 
described as reprisal killings.
The St Catherine higgler was handed 

eight life sentences in July 30, 2019 af-
ter pleading guilty to the murders along 
with robbery and gun charges.
The Court of Appeal noted that 

Thompson showed little remorse for the 
killings, expressing regret for only one 
victim. According to a social enquiry 
report, he claimed that many of the de-
ceased were connected to a community 
don and had posed threats to him or his 
relatives.
In a judgment delivered by Justices 

Marcia Dunbar Green, Nicole Fos-
ter-Pusey and Georgiana Fraser, the 
court found that the sentencing judge, 
failed to properly apply the structured 
sentencing approach established in pre-
vious appellate decisions.
The judges also noted that insufficient 

explanation was provided regarding sen-
tencing ranges, starting points, and the 
balancing of aggravating and mitigating 
factors. Additionally, the statutory guilty 
plea discounts had been improperly ap-
plied to all the murders, although Parlia-
ment had expressly excluded deductions 
after the first murder in a series.
The appellate judges also found that 

pre-trial custody credits had been in-
correctly calculated across overlapping 
indictments.
Despite these findings, the court con-

ducted its own assessment and conclud-
ed that the sentences were not manifest-
ly excessive, although one of the three 
minimum parole periods imposed,17 
years and seven months, 40 years, and 
26 years and seven months, was “nota-
bly lenient”.
The judges stressed the extraordinary 

seriousness of the offences, highlighting 
the use of firearms, execution-style kill-
ings, multiple victims, public attacks, 
and Thompson’s apparent lack of re-
morse.
The court also upheld the consecutive 

sentencing structure which had been ap-
plied, finding that the murders occurred 
on separate occasions and reflected es-
calating criminality warranting distinct 
punishment. Both the 17 year and the 26 
year sentences had been orderd to run 
concurrent but consecutive to the 40 
year sentence.
Thompson’s attorney, Oswest Se-

nior-Smith, however, had argued that 
the sentencing judge had “materially 
departed” from established sentencing 
principles by failing to adequately iden-
tify sentencing ranges, explain starting 
points, or properly weigh mitigating 
factors such as Thompson’s youth, lack 
of previous convictions, guilty pleas, 
cooperation with investigators, and 
prospects for rehabilitation.
Senior-Smith also argued that Thomp-

son spared the State significant judicial 
resources by pleading guilty to eight 
murders and two additional offences, 
avoiding multiple murder trials and 
sparing witnesses and relatives further 
trauma.
Senior-Smith further contended that 

the judge improperly calculated the dis-
counts for the guilty pleas and erred in 
ordering consecutive sentences, result-
ing in what he described as a manifestly 
excessive aggregate sentence.
However, Crown counsel Kimber-

ly Dell-Williams, who appeared with 
Tasha Powell, maintained that despite 
flaws in the sentencing methodology, 
the punishment imposed was appropri-
ate given the scale and brutality of the 
offences.
She acknowledged that while the sen-

tencing judge did not fully adhere to 
the structured sentencing methodology 
required by law, the murders qualified 
as capital murders under the Offenc-
es Against the Person Act because of 
Thompson’s prior murder conviction 
arising from the first killing.
Consequently, she argued that the law 

permits life sentences with substantial 
minimum parole periods for multiple 
murders of this nature. (Jamaica Glean-
er)

SERIAL KILLER STAYS PUT - Judges uphold 66-year 
term for eight-murder killing spree
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Local News

Regional News

The 2026 Atlantic Hurricane Season 
officially begins today, June 1, and 
will run through November 30, ac-
cording to Marshall Alexander, Acting 
Director of Meteorology.
Mr. Alexander noted that the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) is predicting a 
below-normal season this year, with 
a 55 percent chance of 8 to 14 named 
storms, 3 to 6 hurricanes, and 1 to 3 
major hurricanes forming across the 
Atlantic Basin.
Despite this outlook, Mr. Alexander 

cautioned against complacency. “Our 
history has shown us that it only takes 
one storm to make for a very danger-
ous and devastating season,” he said, 
recalling the severe impacts of Tropi-
cal Storm Erika and Hurricane Maria, 
which caused catastrophic flooding, 
landslides, destruction of infrastruc-
ture, and loss of life and livelihoods in 
Dominica.
He emphasized that the island re-

mains highly vulnerable to hazards 
such as flash flooding, river overflow, 
landslides, rockfalls, strong winds, 
rough seas, and coastal damage due to 
its mountainous terrain and location 
within the hurricane belt.
The public is being urged to stay in-

formed through official sources, in-
cluding the Dominica Meteorologi-
cal Service, via radio, the website at 
www.weather.gov.dm, and social me-

dia platforms on Facebook, Instagram, 
and WhatsApp.
“Preparedness, early action, commu-

nication and coordination remain our 
strongest defenses during the hurricane 
season,” Mr. Alexander said. He add-
ed that the forecast for a below-normal 
season should not alter the way resi-
dents prepare, stressing: “It only takes 
one.”
NOAA’s forecast for the 2026 Atlan-

tic hurricane season is built on climate 
models, satellite data, and analysis of 
large-scale atmospheric and oceanic 
patterns. The agency projects a 55 per-
cent chance of below-normal activity, 
estimating 8 to 14 named storms, 3 to 
6 hurricanes, and 1 to 3 major hurri-
canes. A strengthening El Niño is ex-
pected to increase wind shear in the 

Atlantic, suppressing storm formation, 
while warmer-than-average ocean 
temperatures could counteract that ef-
fect.
NOAA integrates advanced tools such 

as AI-based models and next-genera-
tion satellites to monitor sea surface 
temperatures, wind patterns, and atmo-
spheric moisture. The forecast is pro-
duced collaboratively by the Climate 
Prediction Center, National Hurricane 
Center, and Atlantic Oceanographic 
and Meteorological Laboratory, with 
the outlook presented as probabilistic 
ranges rather than precise predictions.
While the season is expected to be 

quieter than average, NOAA empha-
sizes that preparedness remains essen-
tial, as even one storm can be devastat-
ing. (Dominica News Online)

Atlantic hurricane season officially begins with 
below-normal forecast, but vigilance is urged
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Health authorities in the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo are celebrating 
after five patients, who had Ebola and 
now recovered, were allowed to leave 
hospital.
The current outbreak is suspected to 
have killed almost 250 people. But 
those infected can get better and of-
ficials stress that people should seek 
medical help if they believe they have 
contracted the virus.
On Sunday, there was a ceremony for 
a group of four nurses who were dis-
charged from a hospital in Bunia, the 
provincial capital of Ituri, the epicen-
tre of the outbreak.
“You are living stories that this out-
break can be stopped,” World Health 
Organization (WHO) chief Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told the four 
on a visit to Bunia.
“We were really demoralised because 
we knew that at some point... we were 
going to die. That was it... I’m telling 
you, if you have never been isolated, 
you will not know that it’s not easy,” 
Nurse Etienne Ezo told the Reuters 
news agency as he reflected on his ex-
perience.
The first survivor, a laboratory work-
er, to have recovered left hospital last 
week.
Health workers are on the frontline in 
the battle against the spread of the vi-
rus and are often the most at risk.
“It pains me to see health workers who 
have already died because of Ebola 
while serving others... this is the risk 
which comes with the profession, but 
your commitment and coming back 
again to serve means a lot,” Tedros 
told the four nurses, three men and one 
woman, at Sunday’s ceremony where 
they all received certificates recognis-
ing their recovery.
“This encouraging milestone bears 
witness to the effectiveness of field 
interventions: early detection, medical 
care, contact tracing and community 
engagement,” DR Congo’s Institute of 
Public Health wrote on social media.

Its director, Dr Mwamba Kazadi, de-
scribed the recoveries as a victory 
worth celebrating, adding that early 
detection and strong care make a dif-
ference.
Tedros has called on communities to 
work with medical staff after some 
residents attacked health centres over 
strict burial rules. The bodies of those 
suspected of having died of Ebola are 
not allowed to be handled by grieving 
relatives, regulations which clash with 
local traditions.
In a joint statement with the Congo-
lese government on Sunday, he said 
local communities are “at the heart 
of the solution” and that “success” in 
their response depends on their trust 
and engagement.
“Persistent challenges include early 
detection and isolation of cases, con-
tact tracing, safe and dignified buri-
als, robust infection prevention and 
control in health facilities, and strong 
community awareness.
“The Government and WHO call on 
all communities to continue adopting 
protective behaviours, including regu-
lar hand hygiene, early care seeking in 
health facilities, and sharing accurate 
information.”
There are now more than 1,000 sus-
pected Ebola cases in the DR Congo, 
and at least 246 deaths. Neighbouring 

Uganda has reported nine confirmed 
cases and one death.
But in some affected areas, there is a 
sense of normality. In Bunia, schools 
and markets are open as people con-
tinue to go about their daily activities.
The current outbreak - the 17th in DR 
Cngo’s history - is caused by the Bun-
dibugyo species of Ebola, which has 
no approved vaccines, though some 
are being worked on now.
While cases are concentrated in DR 
Congo’s Ituri, North and South Kivu 
provinces, and some in Uganda’s cap-
ital Kampala, people have also been 
tested outside of Africa.
Health officials in Brazil said on Sat-
urday that they were investigating two 
suspected Ebola cases in São Paulo 
state.
Meanwhile, protests have erupted in 
the Kenyan town of Nanyuki over US 
plans to construct an Ebola quarantine 
facility for American citizens at an air 
base.
Residents marching through the streets 
say the facility may expose local peo-
ple to infection and an outbreak of the 
virus. There have been no recorded 
cases of Ebola in the country.
Last week, a Kenyan court suspended 
the plans over the risks it presented to 
the public. (BBC)

Five patients recover from Ebola in DR Congo 
and leave hospital
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

A Utah judge is set to decide Mon-
day whether to bar reporters and the 
public from parts of a key upcoming 
hearing in the case of the man ac-
cused of killing Charlie Kirk.
Tyler Robinson’s defense has asked 

Judge Tony Graf to restrict access 
to the preliminary hearing on July 
6-10, when prosecutors must show 
they have enough evidence to war-
rant a trial. It will mark the most sig-
nificant presentation of evidence to 
date in a case that has so far focused 
on matters of media access.
Defense attorneys also have re-

quested to seal dozens of exhibits 
that prosecutors plan to introduce at 
the July hearing, arguing they could 

taint the jury pool before a possible 
trial.
Robinson’s lawyers have tried to 

guard against media coverage that 
they say sometimes misrepresents 
their client as his case has drawn 
tremendous public attention. The 
23-year-old from southwestern Utah 
is charged with crimes including ag-
gravated murder in the Sept. 10 as-
sassination of Kirk on the Utah Val-
ley University campus.
Prosecutors intend to seek the death 

penalty if Robinson is convicted. He 
has not yet entered a plea.
Prosecutors have argued that the 

preliminary hearing should remain 
open, but they agreed that media 

should be restricted from viewing or 
copying some exhibits that could be 
used in a future trial. They plan to 
introduce forensic analyses, surveil-
lance video, recordings of witness 
statements, autopsy findings and al-
leged messages from Robinson ad-
mitting to the crime.
Authorities have said DNA consis-

tent with Robinson’s was found on 
the trigger of the rifle used to kill 
Kirk, the fired cartridge casing, two 
unfired cartridges and a towel used 
to wrap the rifle. Prosecutors also 
have said Robinson left a note for 
his romantic partner that read, “I had 
the opportunity to take out Charlie 
Kirk and I’m going to take it.” (AP)

Judge to decide if a key hearing for the man 
accused of killing Charlie Kirk will be public
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Regional News

Malaysia on Monday began enforc-
ing rules barring millions of children 
younger than 16 from having social 
media accounts, joining a global effort 
to tighten online safety protections for 
young users.
The rules require social media plat-

forms with at least 8 million users, in-
cluding Facebook, Instagram, TikTok 
and YouTube, to implement age-veri-
fication systems and block users under 
16 from creating accounts.
Malaysia’s Communications and 

Multimedia Commission said Monday 
that age verification for existing users 
will be rolled out progressively over 
the next six months.
Users identified as under 16 will have 

a month to download or transfer their 
data, including photos and videos, be-
fore any restrictions, suspensions or 
other actions are applied, it said in a 
statement.
Companies that fail to comply could 

face penalties of up to 10 million ring-
git ($2.5 million). But parents whose 
children manage to bypass the law will 
not be penalized.
The government said the measures 

are aimed at protecting children from 
harmful content, cyberbullying and 
platform features designed to encour-
age excessive use.
Other countries including Australia, 

Brazil and Indonesia have introduced 
or announced age-based restrictions or 
requirements for children’s access to 
social media. Countries including Brit-
ain, France, Spain, Denmark, Thailand 
and South Korea are also studying or 
developing similar approaches.

The regulator said the rules are not 
intended to prevent children from ac-
cessing digital technology.
“These measures help strengthen the 

protection of children in the online 
environment, while providing added 
reassurance to parents in navigating 
increasingly complex digital risks,” it 
has said.
Platforms are required to improve 

user safety, discourage excessive use 
and take action against underage ac-
counts and harmful content.
Technology companies have yet to 

detail how they will comply with Ma-
laysia’s new requirements.
Clara Koh, Meta’s director of public 

policy for Southeast Asia, had cau-
tioned in April that Malaysia’s blanket 
under-16 ban could backfire by driv-
ing teenagers away from protected 
apps and into unregulated corners of 

the internet.
She said Meta has launched “teen ac-

counts” for those under 18 that limits 
contact, screen time and exposure to 
inappropriate content.
Malaysia’s curbs come as govern-

ments face growing pressure to ad-
dress concerns about social media’s 
impact on children’s mental health and 
online safety.
In March, a U.S. jury ordered Meta 

and YouTube to pay millions of dol-
lars in damages in a case alleging that 
platform design features contributed 
to harm suffered by a young user.
Kuala Lumpur parents Saravanan 

Ganasan and Jayaradha Veerasamy 
— whose children are 12 and 15 — 
approve of the changes. They already 
banned their children from using so-
cial media, believing minors lack the 
psychological capacity to cope with it.

Malaysia enforces ban on social media accounts 
for children younger than 16
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

International International

The couple ban unsupervised scroll-
ing on TikTok and Instagram. Devices 
are kept out of bedrooms, screen time 
is limited to common areas, and their 
son is not allowed to lock his phone 
with a password.
“Exposure is what we fear,” Sarava-

nan said. “The wrong kind of exposure 
will do damage to the mind.”
Aadhavan Saravanan, 15, said he be-

lieves he would be addicted to social 
media if allowed full freedom. “Social 
media is, like, a luxury and it’s not a 
necessity,” he said.
The couple said the restrictions have 

forced their children to develop offline 
life skills. Instead of scrolling, Aadha-
van reads books in a backyard mango 
tree and repairs broken household ap-
pliances, while their daughter cooks 
and does crafts.
“A lot of parents are very scared that 

children get bored,” the children’s 
mother, Jayaradha, said. “But bore-
dom is actually very good because 
they start thinking out of the box.”
But Shaun Hew, who lives in the 

Kuala Lumpur suburb of Cheras, feels 
the new restrictions go too far.
Hew believes social media offers an 

outlet for his children to spend time 
productively, as long as there is prop-
er adult oversight. His 11-year-old son 
uses platforms to learn cooking and 
his daughter, 14, uses YouTube for 
exam revision.
He worries a sudden cutoff could 

cause teenagers to rebel and find un-
regulated ways to bypass internet 
blocks.
Some critics contend that Malaysia’s 

move could increase the risks of data 
privacy breaches and expand state sur-
veillance.
“It is very much following the trend 

but in a way that is raising alarms due 
to requiring a government ID for age 
verification,” said Benjamin Loh, so-
cial science lecturer at Monash Uni-
versity in Malaysia.
Loh also said experiences elsewhere 

suggest that age-based restrictions 

have yet to prove consistently effec-
tive. Without penalties on parents, 
families can easily bypass the law by 
creating accounts for their children, he 
said.

“This is a major gap that unless reg-
ulators are willing to fix, will result in 
the law having little effect in stopping 
children from using social media,” he 
added. (AP)
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

The World Health Organi-
zation’s top doctor has trav-
eled to the Ebola hot spot to 
help bring the unfolding cri-
sis under control as authori-
ties in Brazil said they were 
looking into two suspected 
cases.
Meanwhile, the Interna-

tional Rescue Committee, 
a global humanitarian aid, 
relief and development non-
governmental organization, 
warned that the outbreak 
is likely significantly larg-
er and more advanced than 
official figures suggest be-
cause of delayed detection 
and poor contact tracing.
“With only 20% of con-

tacts currently being traced, 
health authorities are strug-
gling to identify and isolate 
new chains of transmis-
sion,” it said in a statement 
Monday.
World Health Organization 

Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
who traveled over the week-
end to the capital of the 
eastern province of Ituri in 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and ground zero 
of the current outbreak, said 
those who contract the virus 
could survive the strain of 
the disease.
“Even without vaccines or 

specific therapeutics, people 
can survive Ebola disease 
caused by the Bundibugyo 
virus if they receive timely 
healthcare and seek treat-
ment as soon as symptoms 
appear,” he said in a post on 
X on Monday after visiting 
a newly opened Ebola treat-
ment facility in Bunia on 

Sunday.
On Sunday, WHO an-

nounced that four nurses 
who were being treated for 
Ebola have been discharged 
from a hospital in Bunia af-
ter recovering from the dis-
ease. A laboratory worker 
had also recovered earlier 
this week, the agency said, 
bringing the total number of 
people who have recovered 
from the virus in Congo to 
five.
In an op-ed in the Finan-

cial Times on Sunday, Dr. 
Jean Kaseya, director-gen-
eral of the Africa Centres 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, said more than 
1,100 suspected cases are 
being investigated in Con-
go and neighboring Uganda 
as of Saturday, with the two 
countries having reported 
263 confirmed cases and 43 
confirmed deaths.
WHO reported the same 

number of confirmed deaths 
Sunday, but said there were 
291 confirmed cases be-
tween Congo and Uganda. 
Those numbers stood at 
128 confirmed cases and 18 

deaths a week ago, accord-
ing to the WHO tracker.
“We must move at the 

speed of the epidemic,” 
Kaseya wrote in the op-ed, 
adding that “the risk of re-
gional spread is already 
happening.”
Health officials and med-

ical workers are facing 
“persistent challenges” in 
containing the outbreak, a 
joint statement issued by 
the Congo government and 
WHO said, including early 
detection and isolation of 
cases, contact tracing, and 
safe and dignified burials of 
the victims.
Last month, WHO de-

clared the outbreak caused 
by the rare Bundibugyo ver-
sion of the virus in Congo 
and Uganda a public health 
emergency of international 
concern, although it does 
not meet the criteria of a 
pandemic emergency.
The outbreak, the 

third-largest since Ebola 
was discovered half a cen-
tury ago, is outpacing the 
global response, as doctors 
in the region are playing 

catch-up, and fear and an-
ger over the growing health 
crisis among local commu-
nities has at times turned 
violent.
“Never before has an Eb-

ola outbreak recorded so 
many cases so soon after 
its declaration,” Doctors 
without Borders (Medecins 
Sans Frontieres) said in a 
statement Saturday. “Like 
everyone in the affected ar-
eas, MSF teams are witness-
ing a response that has not 
yet caught up to the rapid 
spread of the epidemic,” the 
statement said, as it called 
for more medical staff and 
testing on the ground.
Meanwhile, health authori-

ties thousands of miles away 
are probing whether the 
deadly strain had reached 
their shores.
In Brazil, a man with a 

suspected case of Ebola in 
Sao Paulo tested positive 
for meningitis. Another 
suspected case emerged in 
Rio de Janeiro, where the 
patient tested positive for 
malaria, local health author-
ities said Sunday. In neither 
case does the diagnosis rule 
out the possibility of Ebola, 
they said.
In Italy, protocols for a sus-

pected case of Ebola were 
triggered in Sardinia’s cap-
ital, Cagliari, for a man who 
had flown back from Con-
go on Saturday with some 
symptoms, but the health 
ministry said Monday that 
he had tested negative. 
(NBC)

Brazil investigates possible Ebola cases 
amid scramble to contain outbreak
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Sports News
West Indies Academy squad embarks on 

development tour of Sri Lanka
A 16-member West Indies Academy 

squad has departed the region for a re-
ciprocal tour of Sri Lanka from June 3 
to 27, 2026, where the team will face 
the Sri Lanka Emerging Players in a 
multi-format series designed to further 
strengthen the region’s player devel-
opment pathway.
It follows the visit by the Sri Lanka 

Emerging Team to Antigua in 2025, 
where the sides competed in two four-
day matches, which ended one game 
apiece, and three One-Day matches, 
with the Academy coming out on top 
2 to 1.
Once again consisting of two four-

day and three 50-Over matches, this 
tour represents another significant in-
vestment in the development of the 
next generation of West Indies cricket-
ers, offering players the opportunity to 
gain valuable overseas experience and 
adapt to challenging subcontinental 
conditions against quality opposition.
The squad features a strong blend of 

emerging regional talent, with thirteen 
members being regular participants in 
the Academy programme, including 
Johann Layne, Jediah Blades and Zis-
han Motara, each having already rep-
resented the region at the senior level.
With Ackeem Auguste being selected 

for the West Indies Senior Team and 
Carlon Bowen-Tuckett being unavail-
able for selection (personal reasons), 
emerging players Kevlon Anderson, 
Shaqkere Parris and Johann Jeremiah 
have been afforded the international 
developmental experience opportuni-
ty.
Guyana Harpy Eagles Head Coach 

Ryan Hercules will join the Academy 
coaching staff as an Assistant Coach 
for the tour, adding further experience 
and support to the management unit.
Academy Head Coach Ramesh Sub-

asinghe spoke about the objectives for 
the tour.

“Our Academy objective is simple, to 
develop players into the next level of 
their careers, and tours like this play 
a key part in that journey. Sri Lanka 
has historically been one of the tough-
est places for West Indian teams. This 
tour represents the perfect platform to 
immerse our brightest emerging talent 
in conditions that will truly test and 
shape them.
“Last year we hosted a highly com-

petitive home series against Sri Lanka 
in Antigua, and four players from that 
squad have since gone on to represent 
the West Indies senior men’s team, 
with many others earning regional 
franchise and CPL opportunities.”
CWI’s High-Performance Manager 

Dwain Gill highlighted the signifi-
cance of the tour as part of the organ-
isation’s wider player development 
strategy.
“This tour is an extremely important 

component of our long-term develop-
ment pathway programme as we con-
tinue to invest in the future of West 
Indies cricket. Opportunities like these 
allow our emerging players to experi-
ence competitive international envi-

ronments, adapt to unfamiliar condi-
tions and further develop the technical, 
tactical and mental skills required at 
the highest level of the game,” said 
Gill.
The squad will travel to Hambantota 

for the four-day series before moving 
to Colombo for the white-ball leg of 
the tour, with all matches being played 
under standard ICC playing condi-
tions.
West Indies Academy Squad: Rival-

do Clarke (captain), Kevlon Ander-
son, Ryan Bandoo, Jediah Blades, 
Giovonte Depeiza, Mavendra Dindy-
al, Nathan Edward, Damel Evelyn, 
Amari Goodridge, Johann Jeremiah, 
Shaqkere Parris, Mbeki Joseph, Jo-
hann Layne, Zishan Motara, Kelvin 
Pitman, and Raneico Smith.
Team Management Unit: Don Ra-

mesh Subasinghe (head coach); Rohan 
Nurse (assistant coach); Ryan Hercu-
les (assistant coach); Shanique Peters 
(physiotherapist); Hance Richards 
(strength & conditioning coach); and 
Clint St. Hill (manager).

Players of the West Indies Academy. (CWI Media)
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Sports News

Players of the Green City FC starting XI

Green City and E. Harbour wins ABFA Playoffs Series

The Green City FC and English Har-
bour FC have won their respective 
three-team round-robin playoff series 
to retain their status to compete in next 
season’s Antigua and Barbuda Foot-
ball Association’s (ABFA) domestic 
league competitions.
Both teams secured draws in the final 

match of their respective three-team 
round-robin playoff series at the ABFA 
Technical Center on Sunday evening.
Green City and Swetes Vipers battled 

to a 1-1 draw in the final encounter in 
the Premier/First Division Playoff Se-
ries.
Premier Division side, Green City 

FC, salvaged their draw via an equal-
izing own goal, which was scored by 
Ne-Quan Tanner in the 86th minute.
The Swetes Vipers appeared on 

course for victory after Kimoi Alexan-
der gave them a one-nil lead by scoring 

the opening goal in the second minute.
But the Swetes Vipers were unable to 

maintain their lead and composure in 
the later stages of the match in which 
they were reduced to 10 men with the 
expulsion of Lyndon Goodwin, who 
received a red card in the 84th minute.
It went from bad to worse two min-

utes later, with Tanner converting the 
own goal, which allowed Green City 
to salvage a draw and win the playoff.
The two teams finished with four 

points from their two matches, both 
securing wins against SAP FC, which 
was the other First Division team in 
the playoff series.
However, Green City won the playoff 

by virtue of scoring more goals than 
the Swetes Vipers, thus maintaining 
their right to compete in the Premier 
Division instead of being relegated to 
the First Division next season.

English Harbour and Police FC also 
battled to a 1-1 draw in the final en-
counter in the First/Second Division 
Playoff Series.
Both goals were scored minutes apart 

in the first half, with Jahwa Harvey 
putting English Harbour ahead via a 
32nd-minute conversion, and Jamary 
Galloway snatching an equalizer for 
Police with a strike in the 34th minute.
The two teams finished with four 

points from their two matches, both 
securing wins against Kelton Dalso 
Real Blizzard FC, which was the oth-
er Second Division team in the playoff 
series.
However, English Harbour FC won 

the playoff by virtue of scoring more 
goals than Police FC, thus maintaining 
their right to compete in the first divi-
sion instead of being relegated to the 
second division next season.
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GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School
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A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Sports News
Seatons Stingers off to winning start in 

ABNA Village Netball League

The Seatons Stingers got off to 
a winning start in the Antigua and 
Barbuda Netball Association’s 
(ABNA) Antigua Generators and 
Cool and Smooth Village League on 
Sunday.
The Stingers launched their cam-

paign in the female division of the 
Village League with a commanding 
53-9 drubbing of Pares in the open-
ing encounter at the Seatons Netball 
Court.
Shakora Prince sank 30 of her 46 

tries, Christina converted 21 of 
her 31 attempts, and Sonya Drew 
scored her two shots for the Seatons 

Stingers.
Andrea Benjamin sank four of her 

seven attempts; Annika Watson con-
verted three of her nine tries; and 
Lucian Smith scored two of her five 
shots for Pares.
The match was preceded by an of-

ficial march past and opening cere-
mony to start the 2026 ABNA Vil-
lage Netball League.
Teams are competing for suprema-

cy in the female and mixed divisions. 
Nine teams have been confirmed to 
contest the female division.
They are Willikies, Seatons, Pares, 

All Saints, Swetes/Roman Hill, 
Gray’s Green, Potters, Antigua Tal-
ented Youths, and Newfield.
Teams from Willikies, All Saints, 

Swetes, and Gray’s Green are con-
testing the mixed division.
The ABNA Village Netball League 

will resume with matches at the 
Seatons Netball Court on Tuesday 
evening.
All Saints will take on Michael Jo-

seph Gray’s Green Flyballers in a 
female division affair at 7 pm, and 
Willikies will clash with Potters in 
a mixed division encounter at 8 pm.

The Stingray Seatons Stingers on parade during the march pass to launch official opening the Antigua and Barbuda Netball Association’s 
Antigua Generators and Cool and Smooth Village League in Seatons Village on Sunday, May 31, 2026. (Photo courtesy of the ABNA)
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CWI puts the region’s emerging pace talents 
to the test in Antigua

Twelve of the region’s fast-bowl-
ing talents will take part in a 
High-Performance Fast Bowling 
Assessment Camp from June 1 to 
11 at the Coolidge Cricket Ground 
in Antigua as part of Cricket West 
Indies’ commitment to strengthen-
ing capacity and supporting player 
development across the Caribbean.
The primary objective of the pro-

gramme is to identify and assess the 
region’s pool of resources across 
both red-ball and white-ball disci-
plines through structured challeng-
es and measurable evaluation of 
speed, technique, skill execution, 
physical robustness, and prob-
lem-solving ability.
The camp will be led by for-

mer West Indies fast bowler and 
world-renowned bowling coach 
Ottis Gibson, who was recently ap-
pointed to the role of Fast Bowling 
Consultant.
Supporting him will be former 

West Indies fast bowler Jerome 
Taylor, one of the region’s emerg-
ing coaching talents who continues 
to contribute to player development 
initiatives within the CWI system.
Gibson spoke on what he is seek-

ing to achieve over the 10-day pe-
riod.
“I’m excited and honoured to be 

working with this developing gen-
eration of fast bowlers across the 
region. The main objective is to 
enhance and maximise the poten-
tial of the players we have, which 
will ultimately benefit West Indies 
cricket in the long run.
“I’ve been very impressed with 

the talent and resources I’ve seen 
so far during my time here. There 
are several promising players who 

stand out in terms of their physical-
ity, height and strength. What they 
now need is the capacity, determi-
nation, and desire to consistently 
bowl fast.”
CWI High Performance Manager 

Dwain Gill said the camp represents 
an important step in strengthening 
the region’s bowling depth and fu-
ture succession planning.
“This camp is a strategic com-

ponent of our wider High-Perfor-
mance strategy to strengthen the 
regional fast bowling pipeline and 
ensure we continue building depth 
across all formats of the game,” 
Gill said.
“We want to identify bowlers 

who demonstrate the technical 
skill, physical capabilities, tactical 
awareness and mindset required to 
compete at the international level, 
while also providing targeted sup-
port to accelerate their development 
within the CWI system.”

The High-Performance Fast Bowl-
ing Assessment Camp underscores 
CWI’s ongoing investment in de-
veloping a sustainable pipeline of 
elite fast bowlers capable of suc-
ceeding across all formats at the in-
ternational level.
High-Performance Fast Bowling 

Assessment Camp Participants: 
Khari Campbell (Jamaica Scorpi-
ons), Joshua Cepal (St. Lucia High 
Performance Centre), McKenny 
Clarke (Windward  Volcanoes), 
Joshua James (Trinidad & Toba-
go Red Force), Anderson Phillip 
(Trinidad & Tobago Red Force), 
Jakeem Pollard (West Indies Acad-
emy), Ojay Shields (Jamaica Scor-
pions), Ramon Simmons (Barbados 
Pride), Nial Smith (Guyana Harpy 
Eagles), Javier Spencer (Leeward 
Islands Hurricanes), Oshane Thom-
as (Leeward Islands Hurricanes), 
and Gilon Tyson (Windward Volca-
noes).

CWI Fast Bowling Consultant Ottis Gibson, right, conducts a session with some West In-
dies fast bowlers. (CWI Media)
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Sports News
CWI names ODI Squad for the first 2026 home series

Cricket West Indies (CWI) has an-
nounced its 15-member squad for the 
highly anticipated three-match One 
Day International (ODI) series against 
Sri Lanka, scheduled for June 3 to 8 at 
Sabina Park in Jamaica.
The series comes at the start of a cru-

cial stage in the West Indies campaign 
for automatic qualification to the 2027 
ICC Men’s ODI World Cup.
Led by captain Shai Hope, the “Men 

in Maroon” team will also be aiming 
to extend their unbeaten home ODI 
series streak to five consecutive vic-
tories, with the last triumph coming 
against Pakistan in August of last year.
The squad sees the return of fast 

bowler Alzarri Joseph, who had been 
sidelined since July 2025 due to a back 
injury, along with Gudakesh Motie 
who missed the series away to New 

Zealand back in November.
Following his impressive perfor-

mances during the recent ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup, Shimron Hetmyer has 
been reintegrated into the West Indies 
ODI setup as part of CWI’s strategic 
build-up towards the 50-Over World 
Cup in October and November next 
year. He will join the squad ahead of 
the third and final encounter.
Head Coach Daren Sammy says the 

team’s strong recent form at home has 
boosted confidence ahead of the series 
against a formidable opponent.
“Sri Lanka are a disciplined and skil-

ful ODI unit, especially in conditions 
that demand patience and smart crick-
et. For us, this series is about setting 
the standard, intensity in the field, 
clarity with the bat, and consistency 
with the ball. We want to play fearless 

but intelligent cricket and continue 
building the identity we believe West 
Indies cricket should represent,” Sam-
my added that.
“In our desire to make home a fortress 

in ODI cricket, I want the team to win 
moments consistently rather than rely-
ing on individual brilliance which we 
have stressed for the last 18 months.”
The squad arrived in Jamaica on Sun-

day, May 31, following the conclusion 
of the 10-day training camp at the 
Coolidge Cricket Ground in Antigua.
West Indies ODI Squad Against Sri 

Lanka: Shai Hope (captain), Ackeem 
Auguste, John Campbell, Keacy Carty, 
Roston Chase, Matthew Forde, Justin 
Greaves, Shimron Hetmyer, Amir Jan-
goo, Alzarri Joseph, Shamar Joseph, 
Gudakesh Motie, Sherfane Rutherford, 
Jayden Seales, and Shamar Springer.

Players of the West Indies one-day international team. (CWI Media)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.
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Grenadian Red Walters wins OECS Cycling Championship
Red Walters of Grenada captured the 

Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) Cycling Champion-
ship, which was held in conjunction 
with the Antigua and Barbuda Work-
ers Union (ABWU) Invitational Road 
Race on Sunday.
Walters secured the OECS title by 

winning the Elite Male Class ahead 
of Antiguans Jyme Bridges and Tahje 
Brown in the 59-mile race, which took 
place across the northern parts of An-
tigua.
Walters clocked the overall fastest 

time, completing the course in two 
hours, 21 minutes, and 40.79 seconds. 
Bridges took second place, while fel-
low Antiguan Tahje Browne recovered 
from a fall to claim third place.
Walters also clinched the title in the 

ABWU Invitational by winning the 
Elite Male Class. Bridges once again 
secured the runner-up position ahead 
of compatriot Robert Marsh, who 
claimed third place.
The same cyclists won the other cat-

egories in both races, which were held 
simultaneously.
Lone competitor Sage Williams of St. 

Vincent won the Cadets 11-14 Class 
with a time of one hour and 10 min-
utes.
The Juveniles Class was won by Wil-

liam Meyerer of Grenada by clocking 
one hour, 29 minutes, and 34.20 sec-
onds. Elite Thomas of Antigua claimed 
second place.
Eldon Farquharson captured the title 

in the Sports Class in a time of one 
hour, 49 minutes, and 57.35 seconds. 
Dexter Simmons claimed second 
place, and Carl Thomas finished in 
third place.

Anguilla’s Craig Emmanuel secured 
the Masters B Class by crossing the 
finishing line in two hours, 11 minutes, 
and 49.90 seconds. Patrick Niles of 
Anguilla took second place, and Paul 
Smith came third.
The Masters A Class was won by 

Samuel Talbot of the British Virgin Is-
lands (BVI) in a time of two hours and 
52.11 seconds. Desron Bynoe of St. 
Vincent finished in second place, and 
Jason Adams of Antigua came in third.
Tristan Viechweg of Grenada cap-

tured the title in the Junior Male Class 
by clocking two hours, 37 minutes, 
and 41.44 seconds. Kamari Ruan of 
Anguilla came in second, and Ephraim 
Hughes-Hodge of Anguilla finished in 
third place.
Last year’s winner, Kohath Baron of 

Dominica, was unable to retain his ti-
tle in the ABWU Invitational. Baron, 

who contested the Elite Male Class, 
finished in fourth place.
A total of 48 cyclists participated in 

the event. Cycling teams from host 
Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, Dom-
inica, the British Virgin Islands, Gre-
nada, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent took 
part in the event, which was hosted by 
the Antigua and Barbuda Cycling Fed-
eration.
The OECS Cycling Championships 

and the Antigua and Barbuda Work-
ers Union Invitational Road Race was 
held with the support of the govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda and the 
National Olympic Committee.
The event was supported via spon-

sorship from the Antigua and Barbu-
da Workers Union, APUA Inet, Heri-
tage Hotel, Paradiso Water, Sign Pro 
Antigua, Subway, Sign Plus, and HG 
Paints and Maritime Supply.

Red Walters, third right, and his Grenada team after capturing the title at Organisation 
of Eastern Caribbean States Cycling Championship, which was held in conjunction with 
the Antigua and Barbuda Workers Union (ABWU) Invitational Road Race on Sunday, May 
31, 2026.
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