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15-1-1
Prime Minister Gaston Browne has 

led the Antigua and Barbuda Labour 
Party (ABLP) to an emphatic elec-
toral victory in the April 30 general 
elections. The ABLP won 15 of the 
17 seats in the House of Representa-
tives with the two losing ABLP candi-
dates- Kendra Beazer of Barbuda and 
Lamin Newton of All Saints East and 
St. Luke – performing creditably well 
even in defeat.
The ABLP’s electoral victory marks 

the fourth consecutive victory for 
the party under the leadership of PM 
Browne. This takes the ABLP leader 
into rarified air. Only Sir V.C Bird, the 
Father of the Nation, has been able 
to record such an impressive record. 
Based on the trends throughout the 
Caribbean, this achievement is only 
eclipsed by the former Prime Minister 
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Dr. 
Ralph Gonsalves.
The ABLP picked up seats in St. Phil-

ip South, St Mary’s South, St. George 
and St. John’s Rural West, all of which 

the United Progressive Party won in 
the January 2023 general elections. 
The All Saints West seat won by An-
thony Smith Jnr. as a UPP candidate 
in 2023 and who became and indepen-

dent member of parliament when he 
broke from the UPP, he retained after 
becoming a member of the ABLP.
In doing so, Smith may have driven 

the final nails in the political coffin of 
the former UPP Political Leader, Har-
old Lovell, who switched constituen-
cies from 2023 hoping to pick up the 
ASW seat.
Interestingly, the St. Mary’s North 

seat that was held by former Health 
Minister, Sir Molwyn Joseph, was re-
tained by the ABLP even after he re-
tired from electoral politics and he was 
replaced by Dr. Philmore Benjamin, 
who pulled off a victory.
History was also created with two 

female members elected simultane-
ously to the House of Representatives. 
This as Maria Browne returned as the 
representative for the St. John’s Rural 
East and who is now joined by Kiz 

Johnson, the new representative for St. 
Philip South when she defeated UPP 
Deputy Leader, Sherfield Bowen.

ABLP Wins Decisively

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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The ABLP not only won, but it in-
creased the margins significantly. 
Pollster, Peter Wickham, suggested 
that the swing towards the ruling party 
may be in double digits.
In his victory speech, PM Browne 

called for national unity, noting that 
‘this was not a time to gloat’. He 
thanked the people of Antigua and 
Barbuda for the confidence they ex-
pressed not only in the ABLP but his 
leadership.
He noted that there has been a cam-

paign to vilify him within the body 
politic of the country; that there has 
been a campaign of lies, mis-informa-
tion aimed at creating distrust among 
the people.
He congratulated the electorate for 

having the sense to ‘see through’ the 
lies and mis-information and for con-
tinuing to support the ABLP and he as 
its leader. The prime minister is prom-
ising the nation that the developments 
will be more evenly spread out across 
constituencies in the new term; that 
no constituency will lack for develop-
ment and for infrastructure.

He also expressed special thanks 
and appreciation to the people of the 
St. John’s City West constituency for 
the lopsided victory they gave him 
on election day. Recognising that the 
constituency had not had sustained 
infrastructural development for some 
time, PM Browne said this will now 
change as the teams from the Minis-
try of Works will not move until all the 

roads ‘are fixed’.
At the end of the count, the ABLP 

won 15 seats, the UPP 1 and The Bar-
buda People’s Movement 1.
Meanwhile, both PM Browne and 

Attorney General, Sir Steadroy Ben-
jamin are to be sworn in this morning 
(Friday May 1) at Government House.

Local News
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Barbadian political pollster Peter 
Wickham has described Thursday’s 
general election in Antigua and Bar-
buda as a historic moment, highlight-
ing what he called a “total breakdown” 
of the opposition United Progressive 
Party (UPP) alongside a commanding 
performance by the ruling Antigua 
and Barbuda Labour Party.
In his post-election analysis, Wick-

ham pointed out that the UPP, which 
came close to forming the govern-
ment in the previous general election, 
suffered a dramatic decline in support 
this time around. He attributed much 
of this shift to leadership issues with-
in the party, noting that the transition 
from former leader Harold Lovell to 
current political leader Jamale Pring-
le did not resonate strongly with the 
electorate.
“This has been an electoral disaster 

quite frankly, and it’s not surprising 
given the expectations going in,” 
Wickham said, adding that concerns 
about the party’s readiness and di-
rection had been evident even before 
voters went to the polls.
Another major factor highlighted 

by Wickham was what appears to be 
low voter turnout, particularly among 
UPP supporters. While official figures 
from the Antigua and Barbuda Elec-
toral Commission (ABEC) are still 

being finalised, Wickham said early 
indications suggest a lack of enthusi-
asm among opposition voters.
“I spent time on the ground in An-

tigua and got the distinct impression 
that many UPP supporters were al-
ready resigned to defeat,” he ex-
plained. “When people believe their 
party is unlikely to win, it often leads 
to disengagement, and that seems 
to have translated into fewer people 
turning out to vote.”
Wickham added that some support-

ers appeared to be looking beyond 
the current election cycle, focusing 
instead on rebuilding for the future 
rather than contesting the present out-
come. This sentiment, he said, may 
have played a decisive role in sup-
pressing voter turnout and weakening 
the party’s overall performance.
He also referenced the St. John’s 

City East constituency as a key indi-
cator of the broader trend. According 
to Wickham, the performance of UPP 
candidates in that seat underscores 
the party’s decline when compared to 
previous elections.
“In hindsight, Lovell’s performance 

in the last election now appears stron-
ger than it was perhaps given credit 
for at the time,” he noted. “He brought 
the party very close to victory overall 
and mounted a competitive challenge 

in key constituencies.”
Despite acknowledging that Lovell 

was not without his shortcomings, 
Wickham suggested that his lead-
ership yielded comparatively better 
results than those seen under the cur-
rent administration of the UPP.
Meanwhile, the ruling ABLP, led by 

Prime Minister Gaston Browne, has 
strengthened its position with an in-
creased parliamentary majority and a 
higher share of the popular vote.
“This is significant not just for Anti-

gua and Barbuda, but for the region,” 
Wickham said. “It is rare to see a 
government not only win multiple 
consecutive terms, but also expand 
its support over time.”
He noted that Prime Minister Gas-

ton Browne’s administration had al-
ready achieved a similar increase in 
voter support in a previous election, 
making this latest result particularly 
noteworthy.
“To grow your vote share once is 

notable, but to do so again suggests a 
level of political resilience and effec-
tiveness that is uncommon,” Wick-
ham added.
The outcome, he said, marks a de-

fining moment in the country’s polit-
ical history. Antigua and Barbuda has 
now elected the same prime minister 
four consecutive times—an unprec-
edented achievement that signals 
strong voter confidence in the current 
administration.
Wickham concluded that while the 

ABLP celebrates a decisive victory, 
the UPP faces a period of introspec-
tion and rebuilding if it hopes to re-
gain political relevance.
“What we are seeing is historic in 

many ways,” he said. “But it also 
raises important questions about the 
future of opposition politics in An-
tigua and Barbuda and whether the 
current dynamics can shift before the 
next general election.”

ABLP’s Fourth-Term Victory Signals ‘Breakdown’ 
of Opposition, Says Pollster

political pollster Peter Wickham
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Highly respected regional pollster, 
Don Anderson of Jamaica, has iden-
tified a number of reasons for the 
Antigua and Barbuda Labour Party’s 
overwhelming victory in the April 30 
general elections.
Anderson was among a panel that 

discussed the elections results as the 
results came in from the various con-
stituencies on election night.
He revealed that his own polling in 

Antigua and Barbuda had predicted a 
victory for the ABLP with the party re-
taining its seats in the House of Repre-
sentatives and with the likelihood of it 
picking up seats previously held by the 
United Progressive Party (UPP).
Anderson said the issue of ‘leader-

ship’ was paramount in the minds of 
the electorate as they prepared to cast 
ballots in the general elections. The 
UPP has been plagued by a leadership 
crisis with the party torn between loy-
alties to current leader, Jamale Pring-
le, and former Political Leader, Harold 
Lovell.
Additionally, the pollster felt that 

the UPP’s failure to mount a national 

campaign also hampered its chances 
in the general elections as its strategy 
of trying to win on a constituency by 
constituency basis was not a winning 
strategy.
In contrast, he said the ruling ABLP 

mounted a national campaign, was 
more visible and made much more 
forceful argument to the electorate. 
In his mind, based on his polling and 

the early results that came it, Ander-
son said there was an obvious swing 
towards the ruling party.
Coupled with that was the ABLP’s 

Political Leader, Gaston Browne, who 
projects an image of confidence and 
competence which gave him a higher 
ranking as an effective leader among 
the electorate.

Political Pollster Don Anderson Said ‘Leadership’ 
Was A Factor In ABLP Victory
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Antigua and Barbuda is building 
up its human resource in a number 
of key areas each time it hosts ma-
jor international events such as the 
upcoming Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM).
This is the assessment of the coun-

try’s High Commissioner to the 
United Kingdom, Karen-Mae Hill, 
who is the Focal Point for CHOGM 
26 slated for November 1 to 4 this 
year. 
In 2024, Antigua and Barbuda host-

ed the 4th International Conference 
of Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS4) and last year its hosted the 
58th General Assembly of the Organ-
isation of American States (OAS). 
Coming out of all this, according to 

HC Hill is the knowledge that yes, 
Antigua and Barbuda can do it.
“I think the first lessen we have 

learnt is that we can actually do this; 
that size is not a deterrent to hosting 
something bigger than ourselves, 
which is what CHOGM is. So we did 
it with SIDS4 and it was successful, 
we did it with OAS and now we will 
do it again with CHOGM. With each 
event, we are ramping up to a higher 
level. The second lesson is because 
we know we can do it we are build-
ing a team of persons who can do it,” 
she emphasized.
The High Commissioner noted that 

many of the persons who form part 
of the National Task Force have 
worked across SIDS4 and the OAS 
who are able to advise on protocol, 
security, and transportation etc. and 
in the process Antigua and Barbuda 
is building up a cadre of people with 
the skills necessary to organize and 
host major international events such 
as CHOGM.
“We are seeing these lessons learnt 

because these same people are say-

ing to us; we know this works be-
cause we saw it in SIDS; we know it 
doesn’t work because we tried it and 
it didn’t work, so we refined the pro-
cess. Interestingly, it is not just about 
the ‘know-how’, it’s also about how 
you go about attracting these major 
events; how do you demonstrate to 
the world that you can do this. We 
know the government has said it 
wanted to attract more Meetings, 
Incentives, Conferences and Exhi-
bitions (MICE) business and we are 
seeing more of these organisations 
reposing their confidence in Antigua 
and Barbuda,” she remarked.

Antigua and Barbuda Strengthens Its Human Resource 
Through Hosting Major Events Such As CHOGM

High Commissioner to the United King-
dom, Karen-Mae Hill
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A five-member delegation from An-
tigua and Barbuda will join global 
leaders at United Nations Headquar-
ters this week for the Transforming 
Global Education Summit, poised to 
be a ground breaking initiative for the 
modernization of education systems 
in small island states. 
The one-day Summit, being today, 

Friday 1st May, is convened by the 
PVBLIC Foundation in collaboration 
with the Governments of Antigua and 
Barbuda, the Kingdom of Tonga, and 
the Learning Economy Foundation. 
It will bring together heads of state, 
ministers, multilateral leaders, tech-
nologists, educators, private sector in-
novators, and youth leaders to discuss 
a range of matters under the theme 
Redefining Education as Global In-

frastructure. 
The Summit is seeking to advance 

a new model for national education 
systems, designed to align policy, 
technology, funding and multilat-
eral cooperation under a single for-
ward-looking framework. 
Leading Antigua and Barbuda’s del-

egation will be Director of Education, 
Mr. Clare Browne, alongside Director 
of Youth, Dr. Jrucilla Samuel. They 
will be joined by three youth repre-
sentatives – the President of the Na-
tional Youth Volunteer Corps and for-
mer CARICOM Youth Ambassador, 
Pia Nicholas; current Caricom Youth 
Ambassador, Janet Simon and Assis-
tant to the Safe Schools Focal Point, 
Chevaughn Burton.
The participation of both senior of-

ficials and youth leaders is testament 
to the Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda’s commitment to inclusive 
education reform and to ensuring that 
young people play an active role in 
shaping the future of learning.
Antigua and Barbuda is playing an 

active role in the summit, with the 
Permanent Mission to the United Na-
tions coordinating the delegation’s 
participation and ensuring the coun-
try’s voice is heard in the discussions. 
“For countries like ours, education 

is not simply a social service, it is a 
matter of national resilience and sov-
ereignty,” said Ambassador Walton 
Webson, Permanent Representative 
of Antigua and Barbuda to the Unit-
ed Nations. “Small Island Developing 
States understand that our ability to 
adapt, innovate, and compete global-
ly depends on how we invest in the 
knowledge and skills of our people,” 
Ambassador Webson further noted. 
Mr. Browne, as Director of Educa-

tion, will deliver remarks on behalf of 
Antigua and Barbuda at the opening 
and will be featured on a panel dis-
cussion, Focus on Small Island De-
veloping States. The Caricom Youth 
Ambassador Janet Simon is also 
down to speak during another panel 
discussion on the subject “Scaling the 
Model: From Youth to National De-
velopment.” 
Another panel discussion, “Redefin-

ing Education Systems for the Future: 
Integrating Mental Health, Nutrition, 
and Holistic Youth Development as 
Global Priorities” will be moderated 
by Dr. Samuel. The youth members of 
the Antigua and Barbuda delegation 
will be featured in this discussion. 
The delegation is also scheduled to 

hold bilateral discussions with the 
PVBLIC Foundation and other part-
ner countries of the Government of 
Antigua and Barbuda. 

Antigua and Barbuda delegation participates in Transforming 
Global Education Summit at the United Nations
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Commentary

Principal of The University of the 
West Indies Five Islands Campus, C. 
Justin Robinson, has pointed to sus-
tained economic growth and stable 
leadership as central factors behind 
the outcome of Thursday’s general 
election in Antigua and Barbuda.
Offering his assessment of the re-

sults, Professor Robinson pushed 
back against claims that citizens are 
not benefiting from the country’s 
economic expansion. He argued that 
key economic indicators suggest that 
growth is not only real, but also reach-
ing households across the country.
“I’m always wary when people ar-

gue that people are not feeling the 
economic growth,” Robinson said. 
“The economy has shown tremen-
dous growth since I’ve been here, and 
the data supports that.”
He pointed to measurable indica-

tors such as increased employment 
reflected in Social Security registra-
tions, higher levels of bank deposits, 
and growth in the money supply as 
evidence of widespread economic ac-
tivity.
“The economy cannot grow at that 

rate—more jobs, more savings, more 
liquidity—without it reaching peo-
ple,” he explained. “Those gains 
are translating into real impacts for 
households.”

Robinson also highlighted the role of 
tourism in driving economic expan-
sion, noting record levels of stay-over 
visitors and cruise arrivals. According 
to him, these sectors have had a ripple 
effect throughout the wider economy, 
supporting jobs and business activity.
“Tourism flows through the entire 

economy,” he said. “When you see 
record arrivals, that is not isolated—it 
affects transportation, retail, hospital-
ity, and a range of services.”
Beyond economic performance, Pro-

fessor Robinson underscored what he 
described as the importance of expe-
rienced leadership, particularly that 
of Prime Minister Gaston Browne 
and the ruling Antigua and Barbuda 
Labour Party.
“I think the economic management, 

infrastructure development, and the 
aura of experienced leadership have 
all contributed,” he stated. “Prime 
Minister Browne has established him-
self as a steady hand when it comes to 
managing the economy.”
Robinson suggested that this com-

bination of economic stability and 
leadership confidence has created a 
challenging environment for political 
change. In his view, elections are of-
ten driven by a catalyst—such as eco-
nomic hardship or public dissatisfac-
tion—that motivates voters to shift 
support. However, he questioned 
whether such a catalyst currently ex-
ists in Antigua and Barbuda.
“What would be the catalyst for 

change?” he asked. “I’m not sure 
there is one. The economy is doing 
well, there is no major crisis, and the 
government appears stable.”
At the same time, the UWI FIC 

principal noted what appears to be a 
significant decline in support for the 
opposition United Progressive Party 
(UPP), describing it as a “national 

swing” away from the party.
Drawing on constituency-level ob-

servations, he referenced St. Mary’s 
South, where UPP candidate Kelvin 
Simon had previously secured con-
vincing victories but struggled this 
time around.
“Simon won the general election and 

subsequent by-election convincingly, 
and now he’s behind,” Robinson said. 
“That suggests something broader is 
happening beyond individual candi-
dates.”
He added that similar patterns were 

evident across the country, with op-
position figures including Jamale 
Pringle and Harold Lovell also facing 
difficulties, pointing to a wider ero-
sion of support.
“Their own supporters are not com-

ing out, and they are not convincing 
new voters,” Robinson observed. 
“That indicates a deeper issue within 
the party.”
While he acknowledged the natural 

advantage of incumbency, Robinson 
stressed that the ABLP’s appeal is be-
ing reinforced by tangible economic 
performance and public perception of 
stability.
“In some ways, I understand the ap-

peal of the ABLP,” he said. “They are 
the incumbent, the economy is per-
forming strongly, and there is confi-
dence in leadership.”
He concluded that while the absence 

of a clear trigger for political change 
has worked in the government’s fa-
vour, the apparent “negativity” sur-
rounding the opposition warrants 
closer examination.
“There may not be a catalyst for 

change,” Robinson said, “but there 
certainly seems to be a catalyst for 
declining support for the UPP, and 
that is something that needs to be 
carefully probed,” he declared.

UWI FIC Principal Questions ‘Not Feeling Growth’ 
Narrative in Sections of Society
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By Sir Ronald Sanders
There are moments in internation-

al affairs when a seemingly small act 
reveals a much larger contest of prin-
ciple. The recent controversy over the 
wearing, during official engagements 
in the Caribbean, of a brooch depict-
ing Guyana’s Essequibo region as part 
of Venezuela is one such moment.
It would be easy, and politically con-

venient, to dismiss the issue as trivi-
al. Some have suggested that concern 
over the display amounts to little more 
than sensitivity to matters of person-
al attire. That characterisation is not 
merely dismissive; it is misleading.
The matter is not about dress. It is 

about conduct.
When a Head of Government dis-

plays, in official engagements with 
other states, a symbol that asserts a ter-
ritorial claim against a neighbour, that 
act ceases to be personal expression. It 
becomes an instrument of state policy. 
It is intended to communicate, to rein-
force, and to normalise a position that 
is very much in dispute.
That dispute is not abstract. It is cur-

rently before the International Court 

of Justice, to which Guyana has turned 
for a final and binding determination of 
the validity of the 1899 Arbitral Award 
that fixed the boundary between the 
two countries.
Venezuela now asserts that its position 

is grounded in international law and 
in the Geneva Agreement. That claim 
requires careful scrutiny. The Geneva 
Agreement did not determine sover-
eignty, nor did it invalidate the 1899 
Award. It established a mechanism for 
the peaceful resolution of a controver-
sy and, ultimately, the pathway that 
has led the matter to the Court. It is 
therefore incorrect to suggest that the 
Geneva Agreement justifies unilater-
al assertions of territorial entitlement 
while the very question it addresses is 
before judicial determination.

In that context, it is difficult to rec-
oncile assertions of fidelity to interna-
tional law with conduct that appears 
designed to shape perceptions of a 
matter that is sub judice. A state cannot 
credibly submit a controversy to judi-
cial settlement while simultaneously 
seeking, through symbols, legislation, 
or administrative acts, to advance the 
outcome it desires outside the court-
room.
The wearing of a brooch, displaying 

Essequibo as part of a map of Venezu-
ela, is part of a wider pattern. It accom-
panies legislative measures purporting 
to annex the territory, the appointment 
of officials for it, and a sustained nar-
rative of sovereign entitlement. Taken 
together, these actions suggest not re-
straint pending adjudication, but a par-

A Pin, a Principle, and the Integrity of the Caribbean
-Territorial claims are decided in court, not worn on a lapel-
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allel effort to consolidate a claim by 
political means.
In this connection, the response of the 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
assumes particular importance.
CARICOM’s statement of 28 April 

2026 was measured, but it was also 
clear. It reaffirmed the sovereign right 
of Member States to engage with ex-
ternal partners. But it placed that right 
within a framework of collective obli-
gation under the Revised Treaty of Ch-
aguaramas. Most significantly, it un-
derscored that Community platforms 
must not be used, directly or indirect-
ly, to advance or appear to legitimise 
claims that are before the Court.
That formulation is a quiet but firm 

assertion of regional discipline, even 
amid claims of disunity in the integra-
tion movement.
The CARICOM statement protects 

the integrity of the judicial process. It 
preserves the unity of the Community. 
And it signals that, while CARICOM 
will not interfere in the bilateral rela-
tions of its members, neither will it al-

low its forums to become instruments 
in the prosecution of a territorial claim 
against one of its own. That latter point 
must not be discounted.
President Irfaan Ali’s response, in 

writing to the Chair of CARICOM, 
was therefore both justified and neces-
sary. It was not an overreaction, nor an 
exercise in rhetoric. It was a defence 
of principle at a moment when ambi-
guity could easily have taken hold.
I worked with Delcy Rodríguez be-

tween 2015 and 2017 when I opposed 
efforts by some member states of the 
Organization of American States to 
impose measures against the Venezue-
lan government outside the established 
rules of the Organization. I did so out 
of respect for procedure, law, and fair-
ness. I respected her as a formidable 
advocate for her government in a diffi-
cult and contested period.
But this matter is not about person-

alities, political alignment, or attire. It 
is about principle, process, and respect 
for a matter now before the Court.
The broader issue is whether all par-

ties will match their stated commit-
ment to international law with conduct 
consistent with it.
If the controversy is to be resolved 

peacefully, finally, and in accordance 
with international law, then the pro-
cess before the Court must be allowed 
to proceed free from actions that risk 
prejudging or politicising its outcome. 
That requires restraint, not symbolism; 
discipline, not theatre.
A lapel pin cannot alter a boundary. 

But the conduct it represents can ei-
ther support or undermine the princi-
ples by which that boundary is to be 
determined.
In this instance, the Caribbean has 

chosen, quietly but firmly, to stand on 
the side of law.
(The Author is Ambassador of Anti-

gua and Barbuda to the United States 
and the Organization of American 
States, and Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Guyana. The Chancellorship 
is not a paid position. The views ex-
pressed are entirely his own.)
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The Caribbean Examinations Council 
(CXC) exam season is officially un-
derway, with Local Registrar Magalie 
Celestine announcing that more than 
900 candidates will sit the exams this 
year.
“This year, our exam season began on 

April 13 with music practicals, which 
have already been completed,” Celes-
tine said. She noted that Physical Ed-
ucation and Sports practicals, along 
with French and Spanish oral exams, 
are currently ongoing and will con-
clude on April 30.
Written exams are scheduled to be-

gin on May 4—May Day, a public 
holiday—and will run until June 9 for 
CSEC students. CAPE and CCSLC 
candidates will continue until June 16.
“We have a long six-week period of 

exams, and I must say that I am very 
satisfied with our progress thus far,” 
Celestine stated. “All our invigilators 
have been trained, and we have 70 of 
them this year.”
Exams will be administered across 

17 centres islandwide. This year, 965 
candidates are registered for CSEC, 
including 222 private candidates and 
743 school candidates. In addition, 
119 CAPE candidates and 641 CCSLC 
candidates are registered. Celestine 
also confirmed that the centres will 
host GCE A-Level Cambridge Exams.
She highlighted the introduction of 

a new pilot program—the Caribbe-
an Targeted Education Certificate 
(CTEC). While not a new exam, CTEC 
offers a modular approach compared 
to the traditional linear CSEC model.

“For example, in Mathematics, the 
syllabus is broken down into three 
modules,” Celestine explained. “Can-
didates will sit Paper 1 alongside 
CSEC students, but instead of 60 mul-
tiple-choice questions in 90 minutes, 
they will answer 20 questions in 30 
minutes. Paper 2 is also shorter, with 
four structured questions in 50 min-
utes.”
Fifty private candidates are registered 

for the CTEC exams, marking the first 
time the program is being piloted in 
the region.
“It is the very first in the Caribbean,” 

Celestine stated. “Eventually, all 33 
CSEC subjects will be modularized, 
giving students the option to choose 
between the linear version or the mod-
ularized version.” (Dominica News 
Online)

Over 900 candidates to sit Caribbean Examinations 
Council exams this year says CXC Registrar
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Former prime minister of Jamaica, 
Bruce Golding, has been appointed to 
lead a Commonwealth observer group 
for The Bahamas’ general election 
scheduled for May 12, 2026.
The appointment was made by Com-

monwealth Secretary-General Shirley 
Botchwey, following an invitation 
from Prime Minister Philip Davis.
The full composition of the Com-

monwealth observer group includes 
Golding as chairperson; Josephine Ta-
mai, chief elections officer of Belize; 
Orin Gordon, a Guyanese journalist; 
and Estelle Thadea Alaine George, le-
gal and electoral expert, Saint Lucia.
Announcing the appointment, the sec-

retary-general expressed her apprecia-
tion to Golding for accepting the role 
and acknowledged the commitment of 
members of the observer group.
“Credible and transparent elections 

are fundamental to democratic gover-
nance. The Commonwealth observer 
group plays an important role in rein-
forcing public confidence in elector-

al processes and supporting member 
countries in upholding their democrat-
ic commitments,” Botchwey said in a 
release on Thursday.
The observer group will be support-

ed by a team from the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, led by Professor Michelle 
Scobie, head and adviser for Good Of-
fices and the Caribbean and Americas 
Section.
During their time in-country, the ob-

server group will observe all aspects 
of the electoral process and assess 
whether the elections are conducted in 
line with the democratic standards and 
commitments upheld by the Common-
wealth of Nations, the release said.
The group is expected to arrive on 

May 4 and will issue an arrival state-
ment shortly after, outlining its man-
date and methodology for the observa-
tion mission. (Jamaica Observer)

Bruce Golding to head Commonwealth observation 
mission for Bahamas polls
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When Member of Parliament for St 
Andrew South Western Dr Angela 
Brown Burke hoisted the mace from 
“under the table” while the commit-
tee of the whole House examined the 
controversial National Reconstruc-
tion and Resilience Authority (NaR-
RA) bill on Tuesday, there was a pre-
dictable outcome – chaos ensued.
The parliamentary Opposition had 

made their position clear from early 
in the debate that they did not intend 
to support the NaRRA bill in its cur-
rent form and demanded meaningful 
changes to insert effective oversight 
in the proposed law. The NaRRA bill 
gives sweeping powers to the chief 
executive officer of the authority to 
spend billions of dollars towards re-
construction efforts post-Hurricane 
Melissa without a strong oversight 
framework.
As the committee conducted its de-

liberations into late Tuesday, a vid-
eo shared with The Gleaner showed 
that Brown-Burke left her seat and 
advanced towards the mace, the 
symbol of authority by which Par-
liament meets to pass laws, amend 
legislation or repeal them.
At the start of each day’s sitting, 

the presiding officer is preceded by 
the Marshal bearing the mace, and 
the mace is placed on the table of 
the House. When the House resolves 
into a committee of the whole and 
the presiding officer functions as 
chairman, the mace is placed under 
the table.
Notably, Brown Burke, in a seem-

ing jest, took up the mace, put it 
down and repeated her action, then 
turned to engage members on the 
government side.
The Opposition MP’s action drew 

a sharp and swift response from 
chairman of the committee, Juliet 
Holness, who demanded that Brown 

Burke leave the chambers. “Mar-
shal, please, Angela Brown Burke, I 
name you. Marshal go for her,” she 
declared.
A motion was subsequently moved 

by Leader of Government Business 
Floyd Green for Brown Burke to 

be suspended for the rest of the sit-
ting. However, when the Marshal, 
Captain Wayne Blake, approached 
Brown Burke to usher her out of the 
Chamber, Opposition members en-
circled her and broke out into a pop-
ular Gospel chorus singing, “I shall 

Messing with the mace
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not, I shall not be moved”.
After a short break, Opposition 

members left the chamber, and 
Brown Burke did not return with 
them when the House resumed.
Former Leader of Government 

Business Derrick Smith said Brown 
Burke was “completely out of order” 
and that the action of House Speaker 
Holness was appropriate for the in-
fringement.
“I am wondering if she was igno-

rant of the Standing Orders or she 
was ignorant of the repercussions of 
removing the mace,” he said, while 
speaking with The Gleaner yester-
day.
Smith also chided members of the 

Opposition who seemingly sided 
with Brown Burke after she commit-
ted the breach.
“Speaker Holness was completely 

correct in her actions to have her re-
moved from the House,” he said.
Asked if further action should be 

taken against Brown Burke, the for-
mer veteran parliamentarian and 
House leader said he would not rec-
ommend any further disciplinary 
measure, as it was a one-off action 
from the Opposition lawmaker.
Brown Burke has been a member of 

parliament for about two terms.
One former senior member of the 

People’s National Party, who asked 
not to be named, said he believed the 
issue was being blown out of propor-
tion as the member may have lifted 
the mace without ill will and was 
just creating a little drama.
The removal of the mace in Jamai-

ca’s parliamentary sittings might be 
rare but not new. In December 2003, 
then Opposition MP Edmund Bart-
lett, in an uncharacteristic move, lift-
ed the mace and sprinted with it to 
bar the front door of Parliament. In 
its story of the incident, The Gleaner 
headline screamed: ‘Pandemonium 
in the House’.

But what triggered the incident? 
Bartlett wanted to move a suspen-
sion of the Standing Order to allow 
for a motion moved by the then lead-
er of Opposition business to be de-
bated.
However, the then deputy speaker, 

the late O.T. Williams, had adjourned 
the House amid a loud chorus of “No, 
no, no” from the opposition benches.
As Williams descended from the 

Speaker’s chair to make the 15-me-
tres walk along the centre aisle to the 
bar of the House (front door), Bart-
lett got hold of the mace and rushed 
towards the door, using the parlia-
mentary symbol to block the exit of 
the Speaker from the Chamber.
Bartlett was assisted by members 

of the Opposition, while government 
members, on the other hand, tried 
to force the door open. The govern-
ment members ultimately succeeded 
in opening the door and the Speaker 
exited the chambers.
The following week, then Speaker 

of the House Michael Peart said the 
“seizing of the mace by Mr Bartlett 
is a grave violation by all accounts. 
No one is permitted to touch the 
mace other than the marshal, once 
he accepts it from my office, brings 
it into this Parliament, and returns it 
to my office”.
Bartlett then offered his unreserved 

apology for what he said was “a crit-
ical departure” from the accepted 
practice and principle of the House.
“To the extent that my own action, 

Mr Speaker, did in fact contravene 
those rules and those principles, 
I offer to this chamber, to you, Mr 
Speaker, and to the country at large 
my personal apology.”
A search through Hansard – the 

official records of Parliament – has 
revealed that on October 17, 1968, 
Hugh Lawson Shearer, then prime 
minister, rose to give a ministeri-
al statement and was cut short in 

his tracks by Opposition lawmaker 
Maxwell Carey, who left his seat and 
removed the mace from the table of 
the House.
While removing the mace, Car-

ey said: “I am protesting because I 
think this is intellectual murder.” The 
member then walked away bearing 
the mace to the opposition benches.
When asked by the then Speaker, 

Eugene Parkinson, to give a reason 
for his conduct, Carey said he want-
ed to register his protest against the 
barring of Pan-African socialist and 
University of the West Indies lecturer 
Walter Rodney from Jamaica, noting 
that the then prime minister, Shearer, 
“did not even give an opportunity to 
the gentleman to reach his yard and 
to see his wife and child”.
Carey then left the chambers with-

out further comment. Speaker Par-
kinson said he deplored the conduct 
of the opposition MP, calling it “un-
parliamentary”.
“It is unprecedented and I hope 

there will be no recurrence of acts 
like this,” Parkinson declared.
However, messy mace debacles are 

not confined to the local jurisdiction. 
In December 2018, Labour MP in 
Britain, Lloyd Russell-Moyle, in the 
House of Commons, seized the mace 
in protest against a decision by then 
British Prime Minister Theresa May 
to call off her Brexit vote.
When the government declared it 

would not continue with the with-
drawal debate, Russell-Moyle 
grabbed the mace, held it up in the 
centre of the chambers to a chorus of 
outrage from the Tory benches.
Conservative MPs called for his ex-

pulsion, saying he was a disgrace as 
the Labour MP raised the mace aloft.
He eventually handed the mace 

back to Commons officials and was 
suspended by the Speaker for the 
rest of the sitting. (Jamaica Gleaner)
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As St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
prepares for Vincy Mas 2026, the 
spotlight is shifting toward the heart of 
the country’s cultural identity: its rural 
communities. 
Newly appointed Rural Carnival Co-

ordinator Codrian Simmons, popularly 
known as “DJ Flip,” recently outlined 
the highly anticipated rural carnival 
season, which aims to decentralise the 
festivities and highlight the unique 
cultural heritage of each district.
Rural carnivals are about more than 

just street parties; their core purpose 
is to showcase the distinct cultural 
strengths of non-centralised areas. For 
instance, North Leeward will highlight 
its traditional “old mass,” while other 
communities will celebrate their own 
unique customs. The Carnival Devel-
opment Corporation (CDC) is empha-
sising the need for these local events 
to feature all the core components of 
Vincy Mas including pan, mas, calyp-
so, and pageantry rather than limiting 
the festivities strictly to “wet fetes” 
and street jams.
Currently, seven rural communities 

have been officially sanctioned by the 
CDC: North Leeward, South Leeward, 
Central Leeward, Bequia, Canouan, 
East St. George, and a newly formed 
“All Windward” entity, which merged 
the festivities of Georgetown, Park 
Hill, South Rivers, and Sandy Bay.
The season officially kicks off in 

Central Leeward with the Barrouall-
ie (Bagga) launch on Friday, May 
1st. Starting at 7:00 p.m. at Morgan 
Square, the launch will be creatively 
integrated with the community’s fa-
mous Fish Fest (Blackfish festival). 
Organizers promise a full Vincy Mas 
experience, complete with artists, DJs, 
mas, and pan. Other notable upcoming 
launches include North Leeward and 
East St. George, with the latter reviv-
ing its beloved “Culture Pot” festival.
Despite the excitement, local com-

mittees face significant challenges, 

particularly regarding sponsorship. 
Flip noted that these rural committees 
sacrifice their personal time to offer 
affordable—and sometimes free—en-
tertainment during difficult economic 
times, bridging the gap for those who 
cannot afford expensive all-inclusive 
events or travel to Kingstown.
He issued a strong plea to local busi-

nesses and the diaspora to support 
these grassroots initiatives, emphasiz-
ing that financial and material assis-
tance goes directly toward community 
building. Furthermore, there is a strong 
push for youth involvement to ensure 
cultural succession. North Leeward, 
for example, is planning a kiddies car-
nival centered around a “play mass a 
yard” theme, utilizing local environ-
ments and materials to build costumes 
and pass down cultural traditions.
Improved Communication, Stream-

ing, and Safety To make keeping track 
of the various events easier, a cen-
tralised social media page representing 
all rural carnivals will be created. This 
platform will help inform the public 
about event schedules, potential noise 
in residential areas, and necessary traf-
fic diversions, such as those expected 
along the South Leeward route.
For members of the diaspora eager 

to be involved, major streaming plat-
forms like Soca Nation, VC3, and API 
have partnered with the organizers to 
broadcast the events globally.
On the ground, safety remains a top 

priority. A strict “no bottle policy” 
will be enforced for security reasons, 
requiring vendors and patrons to pour 
drinks into cups. The Royal St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines Police Force 
is working closely with the CDC, and 
even holds representation on the board 
of directors, to ensure peace and se-
curity are maintained throughout the 
events.
Rural carnivals offer a vital, afford-

able avenue for locals and early-ar-
riving tourists to experience authentic 
Vincy culture outside of the peak July 
season. As DJ Flip stated, these festi-
vals do more than just entertain; they 
bring communities together, support 
local businesses, and help combat so-
cietal issues like violence. With the 
season about to start, organizers are 
calling on everyone to rally behind 
the local committees, practice good 
behaviour, and enjoy the start of the 
“hottest carnival in the Caribbean”. (St 
Vincent Times)

SVG rural carnivals gear up for 2026 mas
Regional News
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Oil prices jumped to their highest since 
2022 after a report that the US military 
is set to brief President Donald Trump 
on new plans for potential action in the 
Iran war.
Brent crude rose by almost 7% to more 
than $126 (£94) a barrel at one point, 
before falling back.
US Central Command has prepared a 
plan for a wave of “short and power-
ful” strikes on Iran to try to break the 
deadlock in negotiations with Tehran, 
news site Axios reported. The BBC has 
contacted US Central Command and the 
White House for comment.
Energy prices have been rising this week 
as peace talks appear to have stalled, 
with the key Strait of Hormuz waterway 
still effectively closed.
About 20% of the world’s oil and liq-
uefied natural gas (LNG) usually passes 
through the strait and the conflict has 
sent global energy prices soaring.
Crude oil is a key ingredient in petrol 
and diesel, and the jump in costs since 
the start of the Iran war has pushed up 
pump prices for motorists.
In the UK, petrol currently costs an av-
erage of 157p a litre, according to mo-
toring group RAC, which is 24p higher 
than before the start of the war. Diesel is 
at 188.5p a litre, up 46p compared with 
its pre-war price.
RAC head of policy Simon Williams 
said that while the price of petrol at 
the pumps has fallen, “our analysis of 

wholesale costs shows petrol is now 
more expensive for retailers to buy than 
at any time since the war began”.
“However, diesel, which has come down 
by 3p a litre, is currently well below its 
highest wholesale price since the start of 
the conflict, so should fall further.”
But the potential impact is wider than 
just petrol and diesel prices. The UK 
government has warned people could 
face higher energy, food and flight ticket 
prices as a result of the war.
Some airlines have already started to 
raise fares or reduce flights. Fertilis-
er prices have also started to increase, 
which could have a knock-on effect on 
food prices.
Brent crude touched $126.31 a barrel 

Oil price hits highest since 2022 after report 
Trump to be briefed on new Iran options
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earlier on Thursday, the highest since 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
However, the price then fell back sharp-
ly later in the day to around $114.
The current Brent futures contract for 
June delivery is due to expire on Thurs-
day. The more active July contract was 
trading at around $109 a barrel. Futures 
contracts are agreements to buy or sell 
an asset at a set date.
The Axios report cited anonymous 
sources, saying the proposed wave of 
strikes would be likely to include infra-
structure targets.
Another plan focused on taking over 
part of the Strait of Hormuz so that it 
can be reopened for commercial ship-
ping, Axios reported, adding that doing 
so could involve troops on the ground.
Meanwhile, a statement attributed to 
Iran’s Supreme Leader Mojtaba Kha-
manei said that Tehran would secure the 
Strait of Hormuz and eliminate “the en-
emy’s abuses of the waterway”.
Khamanei’s statement on Thursday also 
said a “new chapter” for the region had 
been taking shape since the start of the 
US-Israeli war with Iran on 28 February.
The US said it would blockade Iranian 
ports for as long as Tehran continues to 
threaten vessels that try to use the Strait 

of Hormuz, severely disrupting global 
energy shipments.
Iran retaliated against US-Israeli air-
strikes by threatening to attack ships in 
the waterway, through which about a 
fifth of the world’s energy usually pass-
es.
Oil prices had surged by 6% on Wednes-
day following reports that Washington 
was preparing for an “extended” block-
ade of Iran.
“It does seem as though escalation in 
the war is back on the table, be it in the 
guise of the US continuing its blockade 
in Iran, but also reports and rumours that 
in order to get out of this bind, Iran may 
start to strike again,” said Naveen Das, 
senior oil analyst at Kpler.
He told the BBC’s Today programme an 
oil price approaching $125 is the point 
where businesses and politicians “start 
to get a bit more jittery”.
“We might start seeing maybe more 
headlines of trying to de-escalate again,” 
he added, because the increase in prices 
“has a knock-on effect not only on oil, 
but oil-related products, inflation and 
basically every factor of our day-to-day 
lives”.
Susannah Streeter, chief investment 
strategist at Wealth Club, said costs 

could remain high into next year.
“Urea shipments, used for fertiliser, are 
blocked and costs have rocketed for 
farmers around the world, who didn’t 
buy stocks in advance.
“The worry is that all these costs will be 
passed on through supply chains, push-
ing up the price of everyday goods, later 
in the year and into next year.”
The BBC understands that energy exec-
utives met Trump on Tuesday to discuss 
ways to limit the impact of the war on 
US consumers, fuelling concerns in the 
market about an extended disruption to 
energy supplies.
“The big question in my mind is how 
long the Trump administration can stand 
the economic heat,” Will Walker-Arnott, 
investment manager at Raymond James, 
told the Today programme.
“People are really beginning to worry 
about the inflationary impact coming 
through from the rise in the oil price”, 
he added.
Stock markets in Asia closed lower, with 
Japan’s Nikkei down 1.1% and South 
Korea’s Kospi closing 1.4% lower.
But markets in Europe were higher. 
London’s FTSE 100 rose 1.6%, Germa-
ny’s Dax climbed 1% and France’s Cac 
40 edged up 0.1%. (BBC)
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A government inquiry into a rise in 
antisemitism across Australia before 
a mass shooting killed 15 people at a 
Hannukah celebration late last year 
recommended on Thursday that au-
thorities prioritize gun reform.
The government established the Roy-

al Commission on Antisemitism and 
Social Cohesion after father and son 
Sajid and Naveed Akram allegedly 
opened fire with legally-owned guns 
at the celebration at Bondi Beach on 
Dec. 14., 2025. Authorities say their 
attack was inspired by the Islamic 
State group.
Royal Commissioner Virginia Bell 

made 14 recommendations on Thurs-
day in her first interim report, five of 
which were not made public because 
they were classified as confidential for 
national security reasons.
The report also noted there had been 

a sharp rise in antisemitic incidents in 
Australia since the war between Israel 
and Hamas began on Oct. 7, 2023.
The United States and Israel’s attack 

on Iran in February was “likely to have 
increased the risk of attacks directed at 
the Australian Jewish community,” it 
said.
Report proposes new limits on gun 

ownership and follow-up on gun li-
censes.
The recommendations included that 

the federal and state governments pri-
oritize implementing nationally con-
sistent gun laws and a gun buyback.
Sajid Naveed was shot dead by police 

at the crime scene. He was a licensed 
shooter who legally owned the guns 
used.
Under new restrictions proposed 

by the federal government, the Indi-
an-born Australian permanent resident 
would have been banned from holding 
a gun license because he was not an 
Australian citizen.
His son was wounded but survived. 

Naveed Akram has been charged with 
committing a terrorist act, 15 counts 
of murder and 40 counts of attempted 
murder. He has entered no pleas.

The government has also proposed 
limiting the number of guns someone 
can own to as few as four and imple-
menting periodic reviews of existing 
gun licenses.
The new restrictions would be accom-

panied with a gun buyback scheme to 
compensate gun owners who must 
hand in weapons. The government has 
proposed sharing the cost of the buy-
back with the six states and two terri-
tories. But some states have said they 
won’t pay.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese 

said his government had agreed to im-
plement all the recommendations that 
were relevant to federal authorities.
“I certainly hope that that occurs and 

would continue to engage construc-
tively with state and territory govern-
ments to say that this is reform which 
is necessary,” Albanese told reporters.
Albanese noted that Australia com-

memorated on Tuesday the 30th anni-
versary of Australia’s deadliest mass 
shooting in modern times.
A landmark national firearms agree-

ment virtually banned rapid-fire rifles 
after a gunman killed 35 people in Tas-
mania state on April 28, 1996.
“The nation is safer because of that,” 

Albanese said.
Albanese noted that despite conclud-

ing that risks to Australian Jews were 
rising, the report found that no urgent 

changes were required to keep Austra-
lians safe.
“There has been a rise in antisemi-

tism. That is a global phenomenon,” 
Albanese said.
“That is something that has happened 

right around the world. Governments 
need to respond to it. We are respond-
ing to it,” he added.
The report noted that the government 

had allocated 102 million Australian 
dollars ($73 million) to increase se-
curity at Jewish sites including syna-
gogues and schools.
The money is administered by the Ex-

ecutive Council of Australian Jewry, 
the community’s peak organization.
The council’s co-chief executive Alex 

Ryvchin said the report was an import-
ant part in the process of making Jew-
ish Australians feel safe again.
“We need to get to a point where Jew-

ish Australians at Hanukkah this year 
… feel safe, that we can gather again, 
that we won’t be targeted,” Ryvchin 
told Australian Broadcasting Corp.
“It’s going to be a long process to get 

us to that point. There’s a deep sense 
of trauma in the community and … a 
lot of unanswered questions, bit this is 
an important step in the process,” he 
added.
Public hearings in the inquiry begin 

on Monday next week. (AP)

Inquiry into antisemitic attack that left 15 dead 
in Sydney recommends gun reform
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

The Norwegian Nobel Institute 
on Thursday announced that 287 
nominations had been submitted 
for this year’s Nobel Peace Prize.
The list comprised 208 individ-

uals and 79 organisations, it said, 
without identifying them.
While fewer than the record 376 

registered in 2016, the institute 
said the number remained “con-
sistently high”.
“In an increasingly conflictual 

world, there is no lack of can-
didates whose principled com-
mitment and innovative action 
points towards a brighter future,” 
the institute said in a statement.
In line with Nobel statutes, the 

identity of the nominees is kept 
confidential for 50 years.
But those eligible to nominate 

— including former laureates, 

lawmakers and cabinet ministers 
from any country in the world, 
and some university professors 
— are free to reveal the name of 
the person or organisation they 
have proposed.
Some of the names disclosed for 

this year’s prize, to be announced 
on October 9, are Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
Swedish climate activist Greta 
Thunberg and international in-
stitutions like the International 
Criminal Court.
Several people have also stated 

that they have nominated United 
States President Donald Trump, 
who had campaigned hard to win 
last year’s peace prize for what 
he said were his efforts to stop 
eight wars.
Trump was not shy about vent-

ing his frustration about being 
passed over, as the prize commit-
tee instead chose to honour Ven-
ezuelan opposition leader Maria 
Corina Machado.
But Machado did dedicate her 

award to Trump, and in an unusu-
al move gave him her prize med-
al in January.
The Nobel Peace Prize com-

mittee however stressed that the 
medal itself was not the prize, 
and the honour is inseparable 
from the person who won it.
Nominations have to be sub-

mitted by January 31 each year, 
but committee members can add 
names to the list of candidates 
during their first meeting after the 
deadline, which was held on Feb-
ruary 26, the institute said. (AFP)

287 nominations for Nobel Peace Prize — institute
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

The gunman accused of open-
ing fire at the White House Cor-
respondents’ Association dinner 
this past weekend is expected to 
appear in court Thursday for a de-
tention hearing, as his attorneys 
push for his release.
Cole Tomas Allen, a 31-year-old 

teacher and engineer from Cali-
fornia, was charged Monday with 
attempting to assassinate the pres-
ident and related crimes after he 
allegedly began shooting outside 
the packed Washington Hilton 
ballroom, where President Don-
ald Trump and other White House 
officials had gathered with jour-
nalists for the annual dinner.
Allen was arrested after a U.S. 

Secret Service Officer fired at him 
multiple times. A criminal com-
plaint states that Allen fell to the 
ground and sustained minor inju-
ries, but was not struck by gunfire.
In a court filing Wednesday in 

support of Allen’s pre-trial re-
lease, his public defenders argued 
that he has no past criminal his-
tory and was “gainfully employed 

as a tutor” in California. The at-
torneys said that he “has support 
from family and friends” who 
would make sure he did not vio-
late the conditions of his release.
“As previously stated, Mr. Al-

len’s history and characteristics 
counsel in favor of release in this 
case,” the public defenders wrote, 
calling him a “loved and respect-
ed teacher and colleague who has 
always demonstrated kindness, 
empathy and compassion and 
never violence.”
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jocelyn 

Ballantine argued for Allen to be 
held in pre-trial detention. She al-
leged that he traveled to Washing-
ton with a pump-action shotgun, 
a semi-automatic pistol, three 
knives and “other dangerous par-
aphernalia.”
A criminal complaint alleged 

that Allen approached a security 
checkpoint on the terrace level of 
the hotel around 8:40 p.m. Satur-
day. Allen had been a guest at the 
hotel.
He then ran through a magnetom-

eter with a long gun, and as he did 
so, secret service personnel heard 
“a loud gunshot,” according to the 
complaint. Federal investigators 
said a U.S. Secret Service Officer, 
who was wearing a ballistic vest, 
was shot once in the chest. That 
officer fired “multiple times” at 
Allen, who was not shot.
Trump and top members of his 

Cabinet and Congress were evac-
uated from the room. The officer 
who was shot was taken to the 
hospital for treatment and later 
released.
Just moments before the attack, 

Allen sent his family members a 
note apologizing and criticizing 
Trump without mentioning the 
President by name, according to 
a transcript of some of his writ-
ings provided to NBC News by a 
senior administration official. He 
also wrote that “administration 
officials (not including Mr. Pa-
tel)” were “targets.”
The charge of attempting to as-

sassinate the president of the 
United States carries a sentence 
of up to life in prison if convicted.
Allen was also charged with 

transportation of a firearm and 
ammunition through interstate 
commerce with intent to commit 
a felony, which carries a sentence 
of up to 10 years if convicted.
The third count he was charged 

with was discharge of a firearm 
during a crime of violence, which 
can carry a sentence of an addi-
tional term of a mandatory mini-
mum of 10 years in prison. (NBC)

Suspect in White House Correspondents’ Association 
dinner shooting to appear in court
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Sports News
Success for both UWI teams in national 

volleyball club league

The University of the West Indies 
(UWI) enjoyed double success in 
their latest matches in their respec-
tive divisions in the Antigua and 
Barbuda Amateur Volleyball Asso-
ciation’s (ABAVA) national club 
championship league on Wednes-
day evening.
After losing their previous four 

matches, the University of the West 
Indies recorded their first win in the 
Women’s Division 1 league by pull-
ing off a 3-2 victory over the Royal 
Cruisers in the opening game of a 
double-header at the indoor stadi-
um at the YMCA Sports Complex.
The UWI women needed two 

hours to prevail 19-25, 25-19, 25-
23, 24-26, and 15-8 over the Royal 
Cruisers, who remain second from 

the bottom of the seven-team stand-
ings with a record of one win and 
four losses in five matches.
Despite their victory, the UWI 

women remain in the cellar with a 
similar record of one win and four 
losses.
The University of the West In-

dies moved into fourth place in the 
Men’s Division 1 League by se-
curing a 3-1 victory against TOA 
Media and MKUU Tours Chargers 
Velocity in Wednesday’s second 
encounter.
It took the UWI men an hour and 

36 minutes to prevail 25-20, 22-25, 
28-26, and 25-16 against the Char-
gers Velocity, who remain in the 
cellar of the eight-team standings 
after crashing to their fifth defeat in 

as many games.
The UWI men moved into fourth 

place by recording their third win in 
five matches.
The national club volleyball league 

will continue with a triple-header at 
the indoor stadium at the YMCA 
Sports Complex on Saturday.
Dynasty will take on the Falcons 

in a Women’s Division 2 affair at 
5:30 pm. It will be followed by a 
men’s Division 2 encounter be-
tween Chargers Momentum and the 
ASCSC Stingers at 7 pm.
Gwava and N18 Construction 

Invaders will face the Cool and 
Smooth/JOMA Caribbean Da 
Storming Lions in a men’s Division 
1 matchup at 8:30 pm.

The University of the West Indies men’s volleyball team
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Sports News
Hoppers return to top of First Division League

The Greenbay Hoppers have returned 
to the top of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Football Association’s (ABFA) First 
Division league.
The Greenbay Hoppers opened up a 

two-point gap on second-placed Swetes 
Vipers FC by recording their 17th win 
in 24 matches with a 2-1 victory against 
Five Islands FC at the ABFA Technical 
Center on Wednesday evening.
Khimani Cox, who scored both goals 

for the Greenbay Hoppers, struck the 
winner with a strike in the 85th minute. 
Cox ensured both teams reached half-
time level at 1-1 when he scored the 
equalizer by converting a penalty kick 
in the 35th minute. 
Jaheim Jeremy gave Five Islands the 

early lead with a conversion in the sev-
enth minute.
The result allows the Greenbay Hop-

pers to take over the lead of the First 
Division by advancing to 53 points. It 
caused the Swetes Vipers FC to drop 
from first to second place with 51 points 
from 25 matches.
The Freemans Village Scorpions re-

main in third place with 50 points from 
23 matches.
Five Islands FC remains in fifth place 

with 43 points from 25 matches. Five 
Islands are awaiting the result of their 

22nd match against Willikies FC, which 
ended prematurely after a brawl be-
tween players of both teams in Willikies 
on Tuesday, April 7.
SAP FC lost ground on the front-run-

ners after crashing to a 1-0 defeat 
against Willikies FC at the St. John-
stone Village Stadium.
Following a goalless first half, Jason 

Harris broke the deadlock when he 
scored the only goal of the match in the 
61st minute to snatch victory for the 
Willikies FC.
The result allows SAP FC to remain 

in fourth place with 48 points from 25 
matches. It also allows Willikies FC to 
leapfrog Golden Grove FC from ninth 
to eighth place on goal difference.
Willikies FC advanced to 31 points 

from 24 matches. Golden Grove FC, 
which dropped from eighth to ninth 
place, also has 31 points from 25 match-
es.
Bendals FC consolidated their posi-

tion in 11th place by being awarded a 
3-0 victory via default over FC Master-
ballers, who failed to show up for their 
encounter at the Radio Range playing 
field.
The result allows Bendals FC to ad-

vance to 21 points from 25 matches, 
while FC Masterballers remain in the 

cellar of the 14-team standings with 
nine points after losing for the 20th time 
in 25 matches.
Pares Secondary among winners in 

Under-15 schools’ cricket contest
Pares Secondary School (PSS) was 

among the winners in the latest round 
of matches in the Ministry of Sports In-
ter-School Under-15 Competition.
Pares Secondary School snatched an 

eight-run victory over All Saints Sec-
ondary School at the Factory Grounds 
in a keenly contested low-scoring affair.
Pares Secondary School made 62 for 

nine off 17 overs after losing the toss 
and being sent in to bat. Their total ben-
efited from a contribution of 19 extras. 
Martin snapped up four wickets, and 
Nasri Brooks claimed two wickets.
In reply, All Saints Secondary tumbled 

to 55 all out. Brooks top-scored with 24. 
Freeland captured three wickets, while 
Jarvis, Tonge, and John each picked 
up two wickets for Pares Secondary 
School.
There was success as well for Sir No-

velle Richards Academy, which re-
corded a nine-wicket run against Jen-
nings Secondary at Antigua Grammar 
School’s playing field.
The Sir Novelle Richards Academy 

made 95 for eight off 20 overs after win-
ning the toss and electing to bat. Sher-
win Martin hit 22 off 20 balls, Clayton 
Joseph struck 15 off 20 balls, and Ro-
han John scored 12 off 16 balls.
Estan Hill snapped up three wickets for 

five runs, Tyler Martin claimed three for 
27, and Orane Morrison captured one 
for 12.
In reply, Jennings Secondary School 

was dismissed for 86 in 19.1 overs. 
Captain Jariek Francis hit 45 off 52 
balls. Kevon Charles bagged two for 
14, Sherwin Martin took two for 19, and 
Ayden Bazil had two for 23.
The Ottos Comprehensive School was 

awarded victory via default against 
Irene B. Williams Secondary, who was 
unable to field a team for their encoun-
ter at Swetes Village.

Players of the Greenbay Hoppers FC
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Keacy Carty and captain Justin 
Greaves both scored crucial centuries 
to earn the Leeward Islands Hurricanes 
a share of the spoils in their third-round 
West Indies Four-Day Championship 
match against the Trinidad and Tobago 
Red Force, at the Antigua Recreation 
Ground, on Wednesday.
The two batters led a Herculean effort 

by the Hurricanes, who despite start-
ing the final day on 160 for four, got 
up to 467 for seven before both teams 
agreed to a draw.
While the writing seemed to be on 

the wall for an easy Red Force victory, 
Carty and Greaves had other plans. 
With their backs against the walls, the 

pair added 174 runs for the fifth wicket 
to breathe life back into the LI Hurri-
canes’ innings.
The pair carried the score to 271 

before the Red Force finally got the 
breakthrough when left-arm spinner 
Khary Pierre held on to a return catch 
offered by Carty.
In all, Carty faced 212 balls and struck 

16 fours and two sixes in his four-hour 
and 45-minute stay at the crease.
The Red Force continued to push for 

victory and were rewarded with the 
wickets of Cameron Pennyfeather for 
20 and the key wicket of Greaves, who 
scored 122 off 178 balls, counting 14 
fours and one six, to leave the score 
355 for seven.
But any hope that the T&T Red Force 

had of bowling out their opponents 
was brought to a screeching halt by 
Rahkeem Cornwall and Jahmar Ham-
ilton.
Cornwall scored an unbeaten 66 off 

100 balls, while Hamilton finished on 
50 not out off 111 balls, to frustrate 
the Red Force’s bowling attack in an 
unbroken partnership of 112 runs that 
sealed the outcome.

Pacer Anderson Phillip took four for 
89 for the Red Force, who finished 
second in the standings and will now 
take on Barbados Pride for a place in 
the final to face the Guyana Harpy Ea-
gles.
In the other third-round matches in 

the bilateral series, the Guyana Harpy 
Eagles trounced the Windward Islands 
Volcanoes by 93 runs at the Coolidge 
Cricket Grounds in Antigua.
The Harpy Eagles made 242 and 299, 

while the Windwards were dismissed 
for 223 and 225.
The Barbados Pride crushed the Ja-

maica Scorpions by an innings and 11 
runs at Sabina Park in Jamaica. The 
Barbados Pride amassed 439, while 
the Jamaica Scorpions fell for 142 and 
286.

Sports News
Carty, Greaves hit hundreds as Hurricanes 

keep Red Force at bay

Justin Greaves
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.
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Players of the Jennings Grenades starting XI

Grenades go level on points with United in Premier League
The Sandals and APUA Inet Jennings 

Grenades have cut the gap on defend-
ing champions and current leaders All 
Saints United in the Premier Division 
League.
The Grenades moved level on points 

with leaders and reigning back-to-
back champions, All Saints United, by 
recording their 17th win in 20 match-
es via being awarded a 3-0 victory by 
default against Old Road FC, which 
failed to show up for their encoun-
ter at the ABFA Technical Center on 
Wednesday evening.
The result allows the Jennings Gre-

nades to remain in second place on 

goal difference by advancing to 53 
points, the same as leaders All Saints 
United, who have also played 20 
matches. 
The Grenades and All Saints United 

will still have to meet on Saturday, 
May 9, in a rescheduled second-round 
affair that is expected to determine the 
Premier League champions this sea-
son.
Old Road FC finished their Pre-

mier League campaign in fifth-place 
with 36 points from their quota of 22 
round-robin matches in the 12-team 
competition.

The Premier Division will resume 
with a double-header at the ABFA 
Technical Center on Sunday, May 3.
The Potters Tigers will wrap up their 

Premier League campaign with their 
final encounter against All Saints Unit-
ed at 5 pm, while the Pigotts Bullets 
will also play their final match when 
they tackle the Jennings Grenades at 7 
pm.
The Pigotts Bullets currently occu-

py the fourth-place position with 39 
points from 21 matches. The Potters 
Tigers are in sixth place with 33 points 
from 21 matches.
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