
Chet Greene Defends His 
Record In St. Paul

Story on page 2

    TUESDAY  28TH APRIL 2026   |   VOLUME 9 ISSUE 38  |  WWW.POINTVILLE.AG
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on MondayPrime Minister Gaston Browne (fifth from left) standing next to the Chinese Ambassador Jaing Wei pose with 
the workers and Chinese embassy officials following a tour of the Booby Alley Housing Project



TUESDAY 28TH APRIL 2026

PAGE 2
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Local News

Antigua Barbuda Labour Party in-
cumbent candidate E.P. Chet Greene 
is discrediting his challengers in the 
general election race while strongly 
defending his record of performance 
at the constituency level.
Appearing on yesterday morning’s 

‘Know Your Candidate’ programme 
on state television, Greene took aim 
at both independent candidate Alan 
Weston and the United Progressive 
Party (UPP) contender Franz DeF-
reitas, arguing that neither presents 
a serious alternative to his leadership 
in the constituency.
According to the ABLP candidate, 

Weston’s entry into the electoral race 
is rooted in dissatisfaction over not 
being reappointed to a diplomatic 
post. He said that under the admin-
istration of Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne, performance remains the 
guiding principle for appointments.
“You do not renew people who don’t 

work. The mantra of this government 
is performance,” Greene stated, add-
ing that the former ambassador failed 
to demonstrate effectiveness during 
his tenure in the United Kingdom.
He further alleged that Alan Weston 

did not adequately engage with the 
High Commission in London and 
could not point to any significant 
achievements. Mr. Greene specifical-
ly rejected claims that the indepen-
dent candidate played a role in secur-
ing COVID-19 vaccines for Antigua 
and Barbuda.
“Absolutely false,” Greene declared. 

“There is no involvement on that part 
where vaccines are concerned. Any-
body can write a letter, but that does 
not mean anything came from it.”
The senior minister suggested that 

external interests were backing 
Weston’s independent bid, adding 
that such support may be tied to at-

tempts to influence control over na-
tional assets.
“English Harbour is not for sale,” 

Greene declared, referencing ongo-
ing sensitivities surrounding devel-
opment in the historic area. “If your 
mission is to take over the Sailing 
Academy, it will not happen.”
Addressing the UPP’s selection, 

E.P. Chet criticised Franz DeFreitas, 
arguing that the opposition has once 
again introduced an individual with 
little to no connection to the constit-
uency of St. Paul’s.
“You don’t come into a communi-

ty a month or two before an election 
and expect people to support you,” 
Greene said. “Even persons who 
traditionally support the UPP are of-
fended by this approach.”
He claimed that several individuals 

were approached by the opposition 
to contest the seat but declined, cit-
ing what he described as widespread 
recognition of his work over the past 
12 years.
The Foreign Affairs Minister ac-

knowledged that St. Paul’s is not 
without its challenges, but main-
tained that his leadership has ensured 
stability and cohesion. He pointed to 

disputes involving taxi operators, 
unlicensed business activities, and 
maritime use as examples of issues 
requiring careful management.
“The tensions are real,” he said. “As 

a leader, I have to balance and man-
age those dynamics. If I were to say 
everything that comes to me, it could 
become explosive.”
Greene credited his approach with 

maintaining harmony in the constit-
uency, noting that there have been no 
racial or major social conflicts under 
his watch.
“We continue to have one commu-

nity,” he added. “That is because of 
the way these matters have been han-
dled.”
He also underscored his commit-

ment to serving all constituents, 
regardless of political affiliation, 
highlighting his involvement with 
churches, schools, and community 
initiatives as evidence of his inclu-
sive approach to representation.
“If I were only serving supporters 

of my party, I would not be working 
with the entire community,” he said. 
“Between elections, I serve every-
one. When elections come, people 
vote their conscience.”
Expressing confidence ahead of 

Thursday’s poll, the ABLP St. Paul’s 
candidate referenced internal polling 
that he said shows him with a signif-
icant lead, while acknowledging that 
a core base of opposition support re-
mains.
However, he argued that even that 

base is eroding due to dissatisfac-
tion with the opposition’s candidate 
selection and his continued engage-
ment with constituents.
“I remain confident of victory,” 

Greene said. “The work that I have 
done speaks for itself.”

Candidate E.P. Chet Greene

Chet Greene Defends His Record In St. Paul
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Labour Minister and Attorney Gener-
al Sir Steadroy Benjamin has rejected 
calls for the introduction of a four-day 
work week in Antigua and Barbuda, 
arguing that such a model is incom-
patible with the country’s economic 
realities.
The proposal is part of the main op-

position United Progressive Party’s 
plans it intends to examine should it 
form the new government.
But Sir Steadroy has dismissed the 

proposal as impractical, warning 
against adopting policies from devel-
oped nations without considering the 
unique characteristics of small, devel-
oping economies.
“They talk of a four-day work week,” 

Benjamin said. “That system works in 
countries which are developed, with 
economies very different from ours. 
Those arrangements do not work in a 
society like ours.”
His comments mark the first clear and 

unequivocal stance from a senior gov-
ernment official against the concept, 
which has gained traction internation-
ally as some countries and companies 
experiment with reduced workweeks 
aimed at improving productivity and 
work-life balance.
The Labour Minister described the 

proposal as a “fanciful” and overly 
theoretical idea that cannot simply be 
transplanted into the local context.
“These are theoretical notions that 

may have merit elsewhere, but you 

cannot just import them into Antigua 
and Barbuda,” he argued. “We have 
our own special idiosyncrasies as a de-
veloping country.”
Sir Steadroy Benjamin stressed that 

policymaking must be grounded in 
local realities, particularly in econo-
mies that are less diversified and more 
vulnerable to external shocks. He cau-
tioned that blindly adopting foreign 
models could have unintended con-
sequences for productivity, business 
operations, and overall economic sta-
bility.
“We must cut the cloth to fit our 

bodies,” Benjamin stated, invoking a 
common expression to underscore the 
need for tailored solutions. “You can-
not take a system from a highly diver-
sified, developed economy and expect 

it to function the same way here.”
The debate over a four-day work 

week has intensified globally in recent 
years, with pilot programmes in parts 
of Europe and North America report-
ing mixed but often positive results. 
Proponents argue that shorter work-
weeks can boost employee morale, re-
duce burnout, and even enhance pro-
ductivity.
In contrast, critics contend that such 

models may not be feasible in all sec-
tors, particularly in smaller or devel-
oping economies where workforce 
flexibility, infrastructure, and econom-
ic diversification are more limited.
In 2024, The People’s Union broached 

the idea of a four-day work week, and 
signaled its intention to engage gov-
ernment officials on the proposal. But 
almost immediately, the Minister of 
Labour publicly stated that the govern-
ment had taken no position on such an 
idea, and expressed skepticism about 
its practicality.
In 2025, Sir Steadroy Benjamin an-

nounced that a comprehensive study 
will be undertaken to determine the 
benefits that can be derived from Anti-
gua and Barbuda implementing a four-
day work week. However, an assess-
ment is yet to commence.
The Labour Minister did not outline 

any alternative labour reforms but re-
iterated that any policy direction must 
reflect the country’s developmental 
stage and economic structure.

Labour Minister Rules Out Four-Day Work Week

Labour Minister and Attorney General Sir 
Steadroy Benjamin
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His Excellency Donald J. Trump 
President of the United States of 
America 
The White House Washington, 
D.C. 
 
April 27, 2026 
Dear Mr. President, 
On behalf of the Government and 

people of Antigua and Barbuda, and 
on my own behalf, I extend to you, 
to Mrs Trump, and to all who were 
present at the White House 
Correspondents’ Association Din-

ner, our deep relief that you were un-
harmed in the disturbing armed inci-
dent of Saturday evening. 
We strongly condemn this act of 

violence. No grievance or political 
difference can ever justify the use 
of arms against democratic institu-
tions, elected leaders, members of 
the press, or citizens gathered in the 
exercise of free expression. 
My Government stands with the 

United States in affirming that de-
mocracy must be defended by law, 
reasoned debate, respect for insti-
tutions, and peaceful civic conduct. 
Violence has no place in public life. 
We also commend the courage and 

swift action of the United States law 
enforcement officers whose pro-
fessionalism prevented a far great-
er tragedy. Please convey our best 
wishes for the full and speedy recov-
ery of the injured officer. 
Antigua and Barbuda expresses its 

solidarity with you, with the Govern-
ment of the United States, and with 
the American people. 
Please accept, Mr President, the 

assurances of my highest consider-
ation. 

 
Gaston Browne 
Prime Minister of Antigua and Bar-

buda 

 

PM Browne Pens Letter Of Concern To US 
President Donald Trump

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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The Office of the Cabinet has tak-
en note of a post now being circu-
lated by elements aligned with the 
United Progressive Party (UPP), 
purporting to rely on a filing made 
on April 25, 2026 in the United 
States District Court for the South-
ern District of Florida in relation to 
the Alfa Nero matter.
This latest effort, appearing just 

days before the general elections, is 
a transparent and desperate attempt 
to mislead the people of Antigua 
and Barbuda.
The public must understand a sim-

ple and important fact: a court filing 
is not evidence; it is a self-serving 
statement of allegations that must 
be tested and proven. This one has 
not been.
The filing in Florida has not been 

tested, not been accepted, and not 
been adjudicated by the Court. It 
is merely a document in which one 
party advances claims for its own 
purposes.
Indeed, the filing is no different 

in substance from allegations that 
have already been pursued else-
where and have not succeeded.
The individual advancing these 

claims, Ms Yulia Guryeva-Mot-
lokhov, is the daughter of Andrey 
Guryev, a Russian oligarch who 
has been sanctioned by the United 
States. She has pursued these alle-
gations in multiple jurisdictions, in-
cluding the United States, without 
success, and is now attempting to 
revive them through fresh proceed-
ings in another forum. This back-
ground is material because the Alfa 
Nero was itself caught up in the in-
ternational sanctions regime arising 

from Russia’s war against Ukraine.
It is also a matter of record that 

this Florida proceeding is not a case 
against the Government of Antigua 
and Barbuda or its officials. It is a 
discovery application involving 
private parties, including yacht 
brokers. Any attempt to portray it 
otherwise is deliberately mislead-
ing.
Further, senior officials of the 

Ministry of Finance have already 
provided a full and detailed ac-
counting of the proceeds of the sale 
of the Alfa Nero. That accounting 
was submitted to the courts in the 
United States and forms part of the 
official record. These facts stand in 
direct contradiction to the unfound-
ed allegations now being recycled.
The Prime Minister has also ini-

tiated legal proceedings against 
the principal attorney advancing 
these claims for false and defam-
atory statements. This latest filing 

therefore bears all the hallmarks 
of a desperate fishing expedition 
aimed at manufacturing material in 
response to those proceedings.
The timing of this filing, on April 

25, just days before the April 30 
general election, raises serious con-
cerns about an attempt to interfere 
in the democratic process of Anti-
gua and Barbuda. Those concerns 
are reinforced by the fact that these 
allegations are now being circu-
lated through channels associated 
with the political opposition.
Any party can say anything in 

a pleading. That does not make it 
true.
What is now evident is a troubling 

alignment between political actors 
in Antigua and Barbuda and ex-
ternal interests seeking to advance 
unproven and previously rejected 
claims. This conduct is reckless and 
contrary to the national interest.
The Government of Antigua and 

Barbuda rejects these allegations 
entirely. It will continue to defend 
the integrity of its actions, the repu-
tation of its officials, and the inter-
ests of the people of this country.
The people of Antigua and Barbu-

da should see the Guryeva court fil-
ing, and the UPP’s promotion of it, 
for what it is: a last-minute attempt 
to mislead the public, spread false-
hoods, and influence the outcome 
of a democratic election.
Mr Konata Lee 
Secretary to the Cabinet
Government of Antigua and Bar-

buda

Statement by the Secretary to the Cabinet, Mr Konata Lee
Cabinet Office Rejects Politically Timed “ALFA NERO” Claims As 
Desperate and Misleading

Cabinet Secretary Mr. Konata Lee
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Chief Executive Officer of the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Tourism Authority, 
Colin C. James, has expressed con-
fidence that the country’s hosting of 
the 44th Caribbean Hotels and Tour-
ism Association’s (CHTA) Caribbean 
Travel Marketplace will generate last-
ing economic and promotional bene-
fits for local businesses.
The event, scheduled for May 12–15, 

2026, at the American University of 
Antigua Conference Centre, is expect-
ed to attract more than 500 delegates 
from across the global tourism indus-
try. James emphasized that the pres-
ence of over 40 international media 
representatives will significantly en-
hance Antigua and Barbuda’s visibil-
ity in key overseas markets.
 “Having a crew of 40-odd interna-

tional press from the hospitality sector 
in Antigua and Barbuda can only be 
good news for us because they do help 
us to tell our story and to really help 
to raise the profile of the destination,” 
James stated.
In addition to media coverage, orga-

nizers are incorporating locally pro-
duced goods into delegate gift pack-
ages, including jams and hot sauces, 
to provide direct exposure for small 
businesses. James noted that such ini-
tiatives will ensure that the benefits of 
hosting extend beyond the conference 
itself, supporting local entrepreneurs 
and service providers.
Reflecting on last years’ experience, 

James expressed confidence in Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s logistical capacity 
to accommodate delegates across mul-
tiple hotels and to facilitate efficient 
transport between the airport, accom-
modations, and the conference venue. 
He highlighted the role of local trans-
portation providers in ensuring smooth 
operations.
During the staging of Caribbean 

Travel Marketplace, Antigua and Bar-
buda aims to position itself as a lead-
ing destination in the region, lever-

aging international exposure, product 
promotion, and efficient infrastructure 

to future-proof its tourism economy.

Antigua and Barbuda anticipates long-term benefits 
from hosting Caribbean Travel Marketplace
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  Sir Lester Bird Medical 
Centre (SLBMC) has 
officially launched Project 
Bloom, a public education 
and engagement campaign 
aimed at encouraging early 
prenatal care, improving 
access to services, and 
supporting healthier 
outcomes for mothers and 
babies across Antigua and 
Barbuda.
The initiative comes in 

response to a growing con-
cern: too many women are 
either starting prenatal care 
late in their pregnancies or 
not accessing care at all un-
til delivery. Project Bloom 
seeks to address this by 
providing clear, supportive 
messaging and practical 
guidance to help expectant 
mothers take that first step, 
early.
At its core, the campaign 

promotes a simple but im-
portant message: start care 
early, utilize community 
clinics and providers for 
routine check-ups, and 
transition to hospital ser-
vices for high-risk support 
and delivery. Crucially, the 
campaign emphasizes that 
it is never too late to start 
care, aiming to remove 
stigma and support women 
at any stage of pregnancy.
“Early prenatal care is 

one of the most important 
things we can do to protect 
the health of both mother 
and baby,” said  Dr.  Ray-
mond Mansoor, Chair of 
Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy at SLBMC. “We are 
seeing cases where wom-

en present late with con-
ditions like hypertension 
and even infections such as 
syphilis—issues that can 
be identified early, man-
aged effectively, and in 
many cases prevented from 
causing serious compli-
cations. Through Project 
Bloom, we want women to 
understand that starting 
care early gives us the op-
portunity to act early, en-
suring safer pregnancies 
and better outcomes for 
both mother and child.”
Project Bloom will roll 

out over one year through 
a mix of social media con-
tent, public service an-
nouncements, media in-
terviews, and enhanced 
antenatal classes. Each 
phase of the campaign will 
address common barriers 
to care, from uncertainty 
about where to go, to fear 

of the first visit, to miscon-
ceptions around high-risk 
pregnancies.
For many women, access 

to care is not just about 
availability, but about feel-
ing supported and under-
stood.
“We see every day how 

much of a difference early 
care makes for both mother 
and baby,” said Ann-Ma-
rie Browne-Isaac, SLBMC 
Departmental Nurse Man-
ager for Maternity and 
Outpatient Clinic  (which 
includes the antenatal 
clinic). “Our message is 
simple: start early with 
your community clinic or 
healthcare provider. This 
is one of those moments 
where most families come 
in happy, and we want them 
to leave happy. Starting 
care early helps us keep it 
that way—ensuring safer 

pregnancies, smoother 
deliveries, and the best 
possible outcomes.”
From a social support per-

spective, Project Bloom 
also seeks to address the 
real-life challenges many 
women face when navigat-
ing pregnancy.
“Sometimes the barriers 

aren’t just medical, they’re 
emotional, financial, or 
simply not knowing where 
to start,” said  Chanier 
Moore, Social Worker at 
SLBMC. “Our message is 
simple: you are not alone 
in this. There is support 
available, and taking that 
first step, no matter how 
small, can make a real dif-
ference for you and your 
baby.”
By combining education, 

community outreach, and 
patient-centered messag-
ing, Project Bloom aims to 
increase early engagement 
in prenatal care, improve 
outcomes, and ensure that 
more mothers and babies 
receive the care they need, 
when it matters most.
SLBMC is encouraging 

all expectant mothers and 
their families to connect 
with their community clin-
ics or healthcare providers 
and begin their prenatal 
journey as early as possi-
ble.
For more information 

about Project Bloom, an-
tenatal services, or upcom-
ing classes, please contact 
the SLBMC Outpatient 
Clinic 484-2727.

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre Launches “Project 
Bloom” to Strengthen Prenatal Care
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The Ministry of Works, through its 
Project Implementation Unit (PIU), 
has issued a call for qualified con-
tractors to express interest in under-
taking civil and electro-mechanical 
works under Phase One of the ex-
pansion of The University of the 
West Indies Five Islands Campus.
The invitation forms part of ongo-

ing efforts to advance infrastructure 
development at the Five Islands 
campus, a key educational hub in 
Antigua and Barbuda. Interest-
ed contractors are being asked to 
demonstrate their technical capaci-
ty, experience, and financial strength 
to execute the project in accordance 
with established international stan-
dards.
According to the notice, eligible 

contractors must provide detailed 
information confirming their quali-
fications and relevant experience in 
civil or related works. Among the 
core requirements is the submission 
of an organisational structure out-
lining key departments capable of 
managing and executing the scope 
of works.
Additionally, firms must show ev-

idence of having successfully com-
pleted at least three projects within 
small island developing states over 

the past five years, each with a min-
imum value of US$5 million. This 
criterion is intended to ensure that 
applicants possess both the expe-
rience and familiarity with similar 
operating environments.
The Ministry has also stipulat-

ed that interested contractors must 
employ at least ten permanent staff 
members in areas such as project 
supervision, management of works, 
procurement, or related disciplines. 
Financial capacity is another key 
consideration, with bidders required 
to demonstrate an average annual 
turnover of no less than US$50 mil-
lion over the last three years.
To further ensure the seriousness 

of bids, contractors will be required 
to submit bid security—either in the 
form of a bank guarantee, insurer 
guarantee, or cash deposit—ranging 
from two to five percent of the esti-
mated contract value. Unsuccessful 
bidders will have their bid securities 
returned following the award of the 
contract.
The Ministry noted that contractors 

may form joint ventures or enter 
into subcontracting arrangements 
to strengthen their qualifications. 
However, all expressions of inter-
est must clearly state the nature of 

the association and identify the lead 
firm.
Selection will be conducted using 

the Quality and Cost-Based Selec-
tion method, in accordance with 
guidelines established under financ-
ing from the Saudi Fund for Devel-
opment. The process will evaluate 
both the technical competence and 
financial proposals of applicants.
While the call is open to all eligible 

companies, a margin of preference 
of 10 percent will be granted to Sau-
di Arabian firms and local joint ven-
tures, reflecting the funding partner-
ship and the government’s support 
for local participation.
Interested contractors can obtain 

additional information during stan-
dard business hours, Monday to Fri-
day, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., by 
contacting the Project Implementa-
tion Unit at the Ministry of Works on 
Friars Hill Road. Submissions must 
be made in English and include one 
original and three copies, delivered 
in a sealed envelope clearly marked 
for the project.
Proposals may be hand-delivered 

or submitted electronically and 
must be received no later than July 
29, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. local time.

Ministry of Works Invites Contractors for UWI 
Five Islands Campus Expansion Project
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Despite his planned retirement 
and the imminent swearing-in of a 
new parliamentarian for St. Mary’s 
North, outgoing Minister of Health, 
Sir Molwyn Joseph, continues to 
carry out his duties with dedication 
up to the final days of his term.
In a gesture underscoring his 

longstanding commitment to com-
munity care, Sir Molwyn recent-
ly facilitated the presentation of a 
state-of-the-art, high-end wheel-
chair to a recipient with physical 
limitations. The wheelchair was 
received by the recipient’s mother, 
Gwendolyn King. 
The wheelchair, equipped with 

specialized footrest attachments, is 
intended to significantly improve 
mobility and daily comfort. 
The donation reflects the Minis-

try’s broader focus on supporting 
vulnerable individuals and enhanc-
ing quality of life through targeted 
assistance.
King expressed gratitude for the 

timely intervention, noting that the 
equipment will make a meaningful 

difference to her son. 
Sir Molwyn’s continued engage-

ment, even as he prepares to demit 
office, highlights a career defined 
by public service and attention to 
the needs of the most vulnerable. 
As the transition approaches in St. 
Mary’s North, his final acts in office 
serve as a testament to his endur-
ing commitment to healthcare and 
community support in Antigua and 
Barbuda.

Sir Mowyn Presents A Wheelchair As One 
Of His Final Acts In Office
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The Systems Administrator is responsible for maintaining 
APUA’s IT infrastructure, ensuring the reliable operation of 
network systems, and providing technical support across the 
organisation. This role includes monitoring and maintaining 
computer systems, installing and configuring hardware and 
software, and resolving technical issues to support efficient 
day-to-day operations.

• Conducts hardware repair & maintenance functions.
• Provides technical support for APUA’s server system.
• Performs network operating system installation and upkeep, 

software installation. 
• Provides technical support and operating system installation 

for workstations, laptops and computer peripheral equipment 
to include printers, facsimile machines, photocopiers, small 
UPS equipment and handheld meter readers.

• Performs productivity & utility software installation and 
upkeep on workstations, to include MS Office products, CRM 
products, anti-virus and anti-spyware software. 

• Develops and maintains software, performs computer systems 
gap analysis, defines new product specifications and conduct 
product procurement.

• Sets up accounts for new users and test new technology.

• A Computer Science, Network, Computing or Engineering Degree;
• At least 4 years of experience working in IT or related field;
• Strong leadership qualities, project management, problem 

solving, network trouble shooting, debugging, and written and 
verbal communication skills;

• Proficiency in programming languages (Java, C++, C#, CSS, HTML);
• Sound knowledge of proxy servers, LAN, software and 

application development life-cycle, Frameworks and Libraries, 
Algorithm design, SQL Server, Python, and Database Administration;

• A high degree of flexibility, team oriented and a willingness to learn.

The Inventory Controller will have responsibility for all stores 
sites and stores functions throughout the Authority. The 
Controller will be responsible for safeguarding the inventory 
and ensuring strict adherence to internal control processes. 
The Controller will also report formally on all aspects of the 
operations on a monthly basis.

• Forecasting supply and demand to prevent overstocking and 
running out-of-stock;

• Placing orders to replenish merchandise as needed;
• Tracking shipments and resolving challenges including delays;
• Ensuring adequate and appropriate storage and security of 

products;
• Keeping updated inventory records and maintaining 

documentation on Purchases;
• Liaising with Stores staff and other internal teams to test 

product quality (status upon delivery and storage conditions);
• Ensuring storerooms are maintained in accordance with health 

and safety standards;
• Ensuring that employee performance management policies are 

adhered to in all areas including, but not limited to, employee 
training and development, performance appraisals and 
recommends disciplinary action where appropriate.

• A Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, Business Administration or 
related field from a reputable tertiary institution.

• Stores/ Warehouse and Stock Management experience would be 
an asset.

• Good analytical, problem solving and organizational skills.
• Proven excellent customer service and management skills.
• Ability to work collaboratively within a team environment.
• Demonstrated ability to motivate others to meet Department 

objectives.
• Good knowledge & understanding of supply chain procedures and 

a working knowledge of Great Plains Software.
• Ability to communicate clearly and effectively, both orally and in 

writing.

INVENTORY 
CONTROLLER

VACANCY

Interested persons are asked
to apply in writing to: 
Human Resources Manager

Antigua Public Utilities Authority
Cnr. High Street & Independence Avenue

St. Johns, Antigua
OR Email: hr@apua.ag

Deadline for application is Friday, 8th May, 2026
** Only suitable applicants will be acknowledged **

“APUA is an equal opportunity Employer”

Key duties include:

The successful candidate MUST possess the following:

Key duties include:

The successful candidate MUST possess the following:

IT SYSTEMS
ADMINISTRATOR

Visit us at www.apua.ag
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Regional News

In a November 2025 reflection, 
UWI Emeritus Professor and Ja-
maica Chapter Principal Director of 
Transparency International, Trevor 
Munroe, praised Dr the Hon Ralph 
Gonsalves as a transformational 
statesman, saying, “geniuses like 
Gonsalves come only once in a life-
time.”
Munroe highlighted Gonsalves’ 

visionary support for higher educa-
tion and its impact on national de-
velopment, noting that he pulled St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines (SVG) 
from being the third-poorest CAR-
ICOM country to 76 on the human 
development index. With SVG now 
only 0.11 points from top-tier de-
veloping countries, and positioned 
just behind Iran, the country is on 
a trajectory toward first-world sta-
tus by 2040, with a goal of one uni-
versity graduate per household by 
2030. Munroe credited Gonsalves 
for remarkable developmental 
progress and for asserting sover-
eignty through measured advance-
ment.
The University of the West Indies 

(The UWI) announces a historic 
honour in celebration of this re-
spected Caribbean leader, scholar, 
and alumnus. This decision was 
confirmed at a special meeting of 
the University Council on April 17, 
2026, and commends Dr Gonsalves’ 
six decades of service, scholarship, 
and leadership across the region.
To appreciate the significance of 

this honour, it helps to look back 
at Dr Gonsalves’ journey with The 
UWI, which began as an under-
graduate student leader. Serving as 
President of the Guild of Students, 
he played a key role in historic cam-
paigns, including the call to reverse 
the regional governments’ stance on 

scholar Walter Rodney. He graduat-
ed with distinction in Economics in 
1969, then pursued advanced stud-
ies in East Africa and Manchester, 
earning his PhD before returning to 
The UWI as a lecturer in Political 
Science. He taught at both Mona 
and Cave Hill campuses, shaping 
generations of Caribbean thinkers. 
His most enduring impact, howev-
er, has been in politics. As Prime 
Minister of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, he served five consec-
utive terms—the longest in Carib-
bean history—before continuing as 
Opposition Leader after 2025.
This latest recognition continues 

a tradition by the regional univer-
sity of honouring alumni who have 
shaped Caribbean development. 
Tributes to past honourees, includ-
ing PJ Patterson, Owen Arthur, Ed-
ward Seaga, Michael Manley, Bruce 
Golding, Portia Simpson-Miller, 
and Sir Erskine Sandiford, all re-
flect the university’s belief in high-
er education as a foundation for 
leadership and nation-building.
The honour for Dr Gonsalves, 

however, is unprecedented in both 
symbolism and practicality. When 
approached about the University’s 
intention, he humbly requested that 
no building or centre be named af-
ter him. So instead, The UWI has 
chosen to dedicate a research scope 
specifically to development, sover-
eignty and education in his honour.
Building on this unique tribute, a 

Centre for Public Policy and Gov-
ernance at Cave Hill Campus will 
conduct research in the areas of Dr 
Gonsalves’ long academic interest, 
such as regional integration, decol-
onisation and sovereignty.
Vice-Chancellor Professor Sir Hil-

ary Beckles praised Dr Gonsalves’ 
fearless leadership, commitment 
to Caribbean sovereignty, and life-
long support for higher education. 
“It is only appropriate that we hon-
our him in this way, befitting him, 
and having this defined intellectual 
discourse in development and sov-
ereignty aligned with Dr Gonsalves 
at The UWI.” (St Vincent Times)

UWI recognizes Gonsalves’ six decades of Caribbean service
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Regional News

The Ministry of Education is-
sued an alert to principals, teach-
ers, students, parents and the 
general public that the following 
schools were closed in the wake 
of the severe trough system that 
impacted Dominica on April 26, 
2026.
The alert stated that heavy rain-

fall and widespread flooding had 
caused significant disruption 
across several districts, particu-
larly in the Eastern and North-
eastern Districts.
Assessments conducted by the 

Ministry and the Office of Disas-
ter Management had confirmed 
that access to several schools 
was either compromised or en-
tirely impassable.
The Ministry of Education 

closed the following schools on 
27, April as a result:
• Concord Primary
• Atkinson Primary
• Salybia Primary
• Sineku Primary
• Castle Bruce Primary
• San Sauveur Primary
• Wesley Primary
• Wills Strathmore Stevens (WS 

Stevens) Primary
• ⁠Temple Seventh Day Adven-

tist Primary
• Castle Bruce Secondary
• North East Comprehensive
The decision was taken follow-

ing an emergency meeting of 
Cabinet, convened in response to 

the weather system.
Residents of these areas are 

urged to continue exercising cau-
tion, remain vigilant and follow 
all official updates.

The ministry promised further 
updates will be provided as the 
situation evolves. (Dominica 
News Online)

Several schools closed in wake of heavy rain-
fall over the weekend
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Regional News

Four CARICOM nationals, including 
a Jamaican, are accused of running 
afoul of The Bahamas’ immigration 
laws.
Jamaican Bryan Omar Brooks was 

denied bail after he pleaded not guilty 
to obtaining a Bahamian passport by 
fraud. He has been charged with being 
in possession of a forged document, 
uttering a forged document, and fraud 
by false pretences.
When he appeared before Senior 

Magistrate Kendra Kelly-Burrows, the 
prosecution alleged that Brooks sub-
mitted a forged immigration certificate 
of registration to the Passport Office 
on May 4, 2024.

The prosecution said that one week 
later Brooks obtained the passport and 
presented the false passport to Baha-
mian Immigration officers on August 
8, September 6, September 9, October 
29, and November 11 of 2024.
Brooks denied the allegations and 

was granted US$8,000 cash bail and is 
required to sign in at the Carmichael 
Road Police Station until the conclu-
sion of his trial, which is set to begin 
on July 11.
Meanwhile, three Haitian nation-

als, were arrested over the weekend 
after they were found in possession 
of forged National Insurance Board 
(NIB) cards.

Police said that during a routine check 
of passengers arriving domestically 
from New Providence on Saturday, 
three individuals presented Nation-
al Insurance identification cards that 
raised suspicion.
Police said officers had been alerted 

to the situation by an official from the 
Bahamas Immigration Department 
and in collaboration with a representa-
tive from the NIB, examined the cards 
and the documents which were con-
firmed to be fraudulent.
Three Haitian men, ages 29, 30 and 

36, were taken into custody and cau-
tioned on suspicion of possessing 
forged documents. (CMC)

Jamaican man, three Haitians accused of 
breaching Bahamian immigration laws



TUESDAY 28TH APRIL 2026

PAGE 33

TUESDAY 28TH APRIL 2026

TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Oil prices rose and stock markets 
were steady on Monday as peace talks 
between the US and Iran stalled, ahead 
of a week full of central bank decisions 
and corporate earnings.
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-

ghchi’s visit to Islamabad had fanned 
hopes for fresh negotiations with 
Washington at the weekend until US 
President Donald Trump scrapped a 
planned trip by envoys on Saturday.
Trump told Fox News after calling off 

his emissaries’ trip that, if Iran wanted 
talks, “they can come to us, or they can 
call us.”
The international oil benchmark 

Brent crude stayed above US$100 a 
barrel on Monday as the crucial Strait 
of Hormuz waterway remained largely 

closed.
Both main oil contracts were up 

around one percent, though lingering 
hopes that a deal can eventually be 
reached tempered gains.
Stock markets in London, Paris and 

Frankfurt all advanced despite elevat-
ed oil prices and a lack of progress in 
negotiations.
“It may be that hopes of a diplomatic 

breakthrough were pretty faint to start 
with, and markets are now in wait-and-
see territory ahead of a heavy week of 
earnings and economic touchpoints,” 
said Derren Nathan, head of equity re-
search at Hargreaves Lansdown.
With energy prices remaining high, 

the US Federal Reserve is expected 

to keep interest rates unchanged on 
Wednesday, followed by similar deci-
sions from the European Central Bank 
and Bank of England.
Asian stock markets were mixed on 

Monday, as Tokyo and Seoul were 
buoyed by a tech rally, while Hong 
Kong slipped.
Investors were also looking ahead to 

earnings this week from US tech titans 
Alphabet, Meta, Microsoft, Amazon 
and Apple.
“Investors have been encouraged by 

corporate news flow over the past few 
weeks, leading to higher equity pric-
es,” said Russ Mould, investment di-
rector at AJ Bell.
He added, however, that “higher oil 

for longer spells trouble for inflation, 
which in turn could act as a headwind 
for the economy.”
Tehran’s top diplomat blamed Wash-

ington on Monday for the failure of 
talks in Pakistan this month — the first 
and only round of negotiations in a bid 
to strike a deal to end the conflict.
Araghchi blamed the United States 

for its “excessive demands”, adding 
that “safe passage through the Strait of 
Hormuz is an important global issue”.
US media outlet Axios — citing a 

US official and two other sources with 
knowledge of the matter — reported 
on Sunday that Iran had sent a new 
proposal to end the war centred on re-
opening the Strait of Hormuz and end-
ing a US naval blockade there, with 
nuclear negotiations postponed for a 
later stage. (AFP)

Oil rises, stocks steady as US-Iran peace 
talk hopes wobble



TUESDAY 28TH APRIL 2026

PAGE 34
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Two and a half centuries af-
ter the American colonies 
declared independence from 
Britain under King George III, 
his descendant King Charles 
III lands in Washington on 
Monday with trans-Atlantic 
ties under strain and security 
in the spotlight.
A shooting at a Washington 
dinner attended by President 
Donald Trump on Saturday 
sparked a last-minute security 
review of the four-day state 
visit, intended to celebrate the 
United States’ 250th anniver-
sary, and the US-UK “special 
relationship.”
Buckingham Palace said the 
king “is greatly relieved to 
hear that the president, first 
lady and all guests have been 
unharmed.” After a security 
review, the palace said the trip 
“will proceed as planned.”
A rift between the UK gov-
ernment and Trump over is-
sues including the Iran war 
had already raised the politi-
cal stakes for the British mon-
arch’s visit.
In recent weeks, Trump has 
lambasted Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer over his unwill-
ingness to join US military at-
tacks on Iran, dismissing Brit-
ain’s leader as “not Winston 
Churchill,” the World War II 
prime minister who coined the 
phrase “special relationship” 
for the UK-US bond.
It’s part of a wider rift be-
tween Trump and the United 
States’ NATO allies, whom 
he has called “cowards” and 
“useless” for not joining ac-
tion against Iran. A leaked 
Pentagon email suggested the 
US could reassess support for 
the UK’s sovereignty over the 
Falkland Islands in the south 
Atlantic. Britain and Argenti-
na fought a 1982 war over the 
islands, also known as the Is-
las Malvinas.

The president insists the polit-
ical chill won’t affect the royal 
visit. Charles “has nothing to 
do with that,” Trump said in 
March, meaning NATO.
The president has spoken in 
glowing terms about Charles, 
repeatedly referring to the 
monarch as his “friend” and a 
“great guy.”
He also continues to mention 
his “amazing” trip to the U.K. 
in September with first lady 
Melania Trump for an un-
precedented second state vis-
it. Starmer hand-delivered the 
invitation from the king in the 
Oval Office five weeks after 
Trump returned to office, in a 
very public attempt to woo the 
Republican president.
The UK royal family laid on 
pomp and pageantry for the 
Trumps, with scarlet-clad 
guardsmen, brass bands and a 
sumptuous banquet at Wind-
sor Castle.
“President Trump has always 
had great respect for King 
Charles, and their relationship 
was further strengthened by 
the president’s historic visit 
to the United Kingdom last 
year,” White House spokes-
person Anna Kelly told The 
Associated Press. “The pres-
ident looks forward to a spe-
cial visit by Their Majesties, 
which will include a beauti-
ful state dinner and multiple 
events throughout the week.”
Trump, meanwhile, told the 

BBC that the king’s visit could 
“absolutely” help repair the 
trans-Atlantic relationship.
“He’s fantastic. He’s a fan-
tastic man. Absolutely the 
answer is yes,” the president 
said.
Kristofer Allerfeldt, a Univer-
sity of Exeter professor spe-
cialising in American histo-
ry, said the two governments 
have very different objectives 
for the trip.
He said that for Charles, the 
trip is about “reinforcing 
long-term ties, showcasing 
the monarchy’s soft power 
and reminding the world that 
Britain still carries diplomatic 
weight.”
For Trump, it’s more about “a 
media event,” with emphasis 
on the optics of a visit that 
resembles a meeting of “two 
gilded monarchs.”
Some UK politicians worry 
that the trip is fraught with 
opportunities for embarrass-
ment. Trump’s recent broad-
sides at Pope Leo XIV have 
heightened those concerns.
Ed Davey, leader of the UK 
centrist opposition Liberal 
Democrats party, earlier this 
month called Trump “a dan-
gerous and corrupt gangster” 
and implored the government 
to cancel the trip.
“I really fear for what Trump 
might say or do while our king 
is forced to stand by his side,” 
Davey said in the House of 

Commons. “We cannot put 
His Majesty in that position.”
Starmer defended the visit, 
saying “the monarchy, through 
the bonds that it builds, is of-
ten able to reach through the 
decades” and bolster import-
ant relationships.
Raising the stakes is the shad-
ow of the king’s younger 
brother Andrew Mountbat-
ten-Windsor, who has been 
stripped of his royal title of 
Prince Andrew, exiled from 
public life and put under po-
lice investigation over his 
friendship with Jeffrey Ep-
stein. He has denied commit-
ting any crimes.
Epstein victims have urged 
the king to meet with them 
and other sexual abuse survi-
vors. It’s unlikely he will do 
so.
Charles has visited the US 
19 times, but this is his first 
state visit to the country since 
becoming king in 2022. His 
mother, Queen Elizabeth II, 
made four state visits to the 
US.
The king, who is 77 and was 
diagnosed in early 2024 with 
an undisclosed form of can-
cer, will spend four days in the 
US accompanied by Queen 
Camilla.
In Washington, the king and 
queen will have a private tea 
with the Trumps and attend 
a garden party and a formal 
White House state dinner. The 
president and the king will 
also have a one-on-one meet-
ing.
The royal couple will also vis-
it the September 11 memori-
al in New York and attend a 
250th birthday block party in 
Virginia, where Charles will 
also meet Indigenous leaders 
involved in nature conserva-
tion — a favourite cause of the 
environmentalist king. (AP)

King Charles III heads to Washington on a delicate 
mission to restore the UK-US relationship
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

A California man accused 
of storming a gala dinner at-
tended by President Donald 
Trump was to appear in court 
Monday over a shooting that 
marks the latest spasm of po-
litical violence in deeply di-
vided America.
Administration officials 

said the suspect in Saturday 
night’s shocking attack ap-
parently aimed to kill Trump 
and senior officials at the 
press dinner in a Washington 
hotel, in what would be the 
third attempt on the presi-
dent’s life in two years.
Trump, who was rushed out 

of the ballroom in Washing-
ton by Secret Service agents, 
posted surveillance footage 
of the gunman attempting to 
sprint past a checkpoint one 
floor above the room where 
the dinner was held.
After a brief exchange of 

gunfire with agents, the 
suspect was detained at the 
scene.
Trump shared photos of the 

suspect handcuffed on the 
carpeted hotel floor, lying 
shirtless and face down.
In an interview aired Sun-

day night on the CBS pro-
gram “60 Minutes” Trump 
was asked if he feared there 
would be casualties as the 
chaotic scene unfolded be-
fore him: Washington’s 
government and media elite 
in formal attire ducking for 
cover at a fancy dinner.
“I wasn’t worried. I under-

stand life. We live in a crazy 
world,” Trump said.
“He’s not actively cooperat-

ing. I expect that he will be 
formally charged tomorrow 
morning in federal court in 
Washington,” acting US At-
torney General Todd Blanche 

told CBS’s “Face The Na-
tion” earlier in the day.
“We do believe, based upon 

just a very preliminary start 
to understanding what hap-
pened, that he was targeting 
members of the administra-
tion.”
Blanche added that no fur-

ther motive was known for 
the attack, and confirmed the 
suspect — who officials said 
was armed with a shotgun, 
handgun and knives — was 
staying at the Washington 
Hilton hotel where the black-
tie White House Correspon-
dents’ Dinner was held.
Trump, without providing 

details, said the gunman had 
written an “anti-Christian” 
manifesto.
“The guy is a sick guy,” 

Trump told Fox News. “His 
sister or his brother actually 
was complaining about it. 
They were even complaining 
to law enforcement.”
The New York Post said 

the suspect, widely named 
as Cole Allen, 31, had writ-
ten in a message shared with 
his family shortly before the 
attack that his targets would 
be “prioritized from high-

est-ranking to lowest.”
In the seconds after the 

shooting a floor above, Se-
cret Service agents swarmed 
into the ballroom, prompting 
chaotic scenes as attendees 
dove under tables.
Crowded into the ballroom 

were Trump, First Lady Me-
lania Trump, Vice President 
JD Vance, several cabinet 
members and top lawmak-
ers, and hundreds of guests 
in black tie.
Trump said at a hastily ar-

ranged late-night news con-
ference at the White House 
that he first thought the noise 
was a tray being dropped, 
before realizing it was gun-
fire.
He said he hoped the annu-

al gala, hosted by the White 
House Correspondents As-
sociation, would be resched-
uled within a month.
“They seem to think he 

was a lone wolf, and I feel 
that too,” the president said. 
One officer was shot at close 
range in his safety vest and 
appeared to be not seriously 
harmed.
Trump added that the hotel 

venue was “not a particularly 

secure” facility, as questions 
swirled about the president’s 
safety protocols.
Trump was the target of an 

assassination attempt during 
a rally in Butler, Pennsylva-
nia in 2024. A gunman fired 
several shots, killing an au-
dience member and lightly 
wounding the president in 
the ear.
A few months later, anoth-

er man was arrested after a 
Secret Service agent saw the 
barrel of a rifle poking from 
the bushes on the perimeter 
of the West Palm Beach golf 
course where Trump was 
playing a round.
The Washington Hilton, 

where Saturday’s gala was 
taking place, is the site 
where Republican President 
Ronald Reagan was shot by 
a would-be assassin in 1981.
Trump on Sunday said the 

shooting underlined the se-
curity reasons that he has cit-
ed for planning a huge new 
ballroom next to the White 
House, a project that has 
faced legal challenges.
The White House Corre-

spondents’ Association invit-
ed Trump to its gala this year 
despite his repeated attacks 
on the media.
Before this year and unlike 

all other presidents from the 
past 100 years, Trump had 
never attended while in of-
fice.
The dinner brings togeth-

er journalists and the who’s 
who of Washington to raise 
funds for scholarships and 
awards.
The incident came less 

than 48 hours before King 
Charles III and Queen Ca-
milla begin a four-day state 
visit to Washington. (AFP)

Suspect in shooting at Trump press dinner 
to appear in court
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Sports News
Sea View Farm claim fourth-place finish in 

Second Division League

Sea View Farm FC has clinched 
fourth place in the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Association’s (ABFA) 
Second Division League.
Sea View Farm achieved the feat by 

snatching a 2-1 victory over Second 
Division champions, the Guydadli 
Jets, in their final league match at Sea 
View Farm.
Caron Lewis scored in the 26th min-

ute to give Sea View Farm FC a one-
nil lead at halftime. Imani Joyce se-
cured an equalizer for the Guydadli 
Jets with a 55th-minute conversion. 
Leon O’Garro snatched the winner 
for Sea View Farm with a strike in the 
73rd minute.
It was the first defeat of the season 

for the Guydadli Jets, who clinched 
the Second Division title on goal dif-
ference with 48 points from their quota 
of 19 league matches.
The Young Lions of Old Road cap-

tured the runners-up spot with 48 points 
from their 19 matches. Both Guydadli 
Jets and the Young Lions have earned 
automatic promotion to compete in the 
First Division next season by virtue of 
finishing as the top two teams in this 
season’s Second Division league.
The result allows Sea View Farm to 

clinch fourth place on goal difference 
ahead of fifth-placed Police, with both 
teams finishing 42 points apiece from 
their quota of 19 matches.
It means Sea View Farm FC and Kelt-

on Dalso Real Blizzard, who finished 
in third place with 47 points from their 
quota of 19 matches, will advance to 
a three-team round-robin playoffs with 
the 10th-place finisher in the First Di-
vision. The winner of that playoff will 
compete in the First Division next sea-
son.
Police ended their Second Division 

league campaign by pulling off a 2-1 

victory over Point West Ham in their 
final outing at Radio Range.
Goals by Jamary Galloway in the 

44th minute and Terrel Richards in the 
57th minute gave the Police a two-nil 
lead. Stephan Whyte converted a pen-
alty kick in the second minute of add-
ed time for Point West Ham to reduce 
the deficit.
In other results, the Urlings Golden 

Stars wrapped up their Second Divi-
sion campaign on a winning note. The 
Golden Stars were awarded a 3-0 vic-
tory via default against JSC Progres-
sors, who failed to show up for their 
final match of the season.
The Urlings Golden Stars ended their 

campaign in ninth place with 31 points 
from their quota of 19 matches, while 
the JSC Porgressors finished their 
season with 10 points from the same 
number of games.

The Sea View Farm FC team
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Sports News
Swetes Vipers glide to the top of the First Division League

The Swetes Vipers have moved to the 
top of the Antigua and Barbuda Foot-
ball Association’s (ABFA) First Divi-
sion League.
The Swetes Vipers advanced from 

third place to take over the lead by 
securing their 15th win in 25 matches 
with a 4-0 victory over Golden Grove 
FC at Golden Grove on Sunday.
Shalon Knight struck a hat trick with 

conversions in the 10th, 69th, and 72nd 
minutes. The other goal was scored by 
Kimoi Alexander with a strike in the 
85th minute.

The result allows the Swetes Vipers 
FC to advance to 51 points with one 
game remaining. It means Golden 
Grove FC will stay in eighth place 
with 31 points and have two matches 
remaining.
The Greenbay Hoppers are currently 

occupying second place on goal dif-
ference and are one point adrift of the 
Swetes Vipers.
The Greenbay Hoppers claimed their 

16th win in 23 matches after being 
awarded a 3-0 victory via default over 
FC Masterballers, who failed to show 
up for their encounter at Radio Range 

in Ottos.
It also allows the Greenbay Hoppers 

to advance to 50 points, the same as 
the third-placed, the Freemans Village 
Scorpions, who have also played 23 
matches.
FC Masterballers remain in the cel-

lar of the 14-team standings with nine 
points after losing for the 19th time in 
24 matches.
Sunday’s encounter at Freemans 

Village between Parham FC and the 
Freemans Village Scorpions was not 
played due to the shortage of match 
officials.
Parham FC is currently occupying 

seventh place with 37 points and has 
three matches remaining.
The top two teams at the end of the 

First Division will gain automatic 
promotion to compete in the Premier 
Division next season. The third and 
fourth-place finishers will compete in 
a three-team round-robin playoff with 
the 10th-place finisher in the Premier 
Division league.
The winner of the playoffs will com-

pete in the Premier Division next sea-
son.
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Da Squad continue to dominate ABAVA Women’s D-1 League
Defending champions Cool and 

Smooth/Joma Da Squad have con-
tinued their title defense in dominant 
fashion in the Antigua and Barbuda 
Amateur Volleyball Association’s 
(ABAVA) Women’s Division 1 
League.
Da Squad, who are the reigning 

four-peat champions, claimed their 
fourth win in as many games with a 
3-0 victory against Hidow Caribbean 
Starz 1 at the indoor stadium at the 
YMCA Sports Complex.
Da Squad took an hour and 20 min-

utes to prevail 25-11, 25-12, and 25-
15 against Starz 1, who lost for the 
fourth time in five games.
Jets continued their successful run 

by claiming their fourth win in five 
games with a 3-0 victory over TOA 
Media and MKUU Tours Chargers 
Eagles 1.
The Jets soared to victory, winning 

25-23, 25-18, and 26-24 against the 
Chargers Eagles 1, who suffered their 
third loss in five games.
Theatric Lighting and JOMA Ston-

eville stayed in touch with the 
front-runners in the women’s Divi-
sion 1 league by securing their fourth 
win in five games with a 3-1 victory 
over the University of the West In-
dies (UWI).
After losing the opening set 23-25, 

the Stoneville women surged to vic-
tory by winning the next three sets, 
25-18, 25-19, and 25-11, over the 
UWI Women, who remain at the bot-
tom of the seven-team standings after 
losing for the fourth time in as many 
games.

Defending champions Zamine Ship-
ping and ABI Insurance Pytonz also 
maintained their dominance in the 
Men’s Division 1 League.
The Pytonz extended their unbeat-

en run as leaders of the division by 
securing their fifth win in as many 
games with a 3-0 straight-set victory 
against Vernon G. Edwards Limited 
High Flyerz.
The Pytonz took an hour and 16 min-

utes to prevail 25-16, 26-24, and 26-
24 over the High Flyerz, who crashed 
to their third defeat in five games.
Cool and Smooth/Joma Da Storm-

ing Lions also secured a 3-0 victory 
over the Chargers Velocity.
It took Da Storming Lions an hour 

and 12 minutes to secure their third 
win in four games with a 25-23, 25-
13, and 25-15 victory over the Char-
gers Velocity, who remain at the bot-
tom of the eight-team standings after 
suffering their fourth loss in the same 
number of games.
Former perennial men’s champion 

Theatric Lighting and JOMA Ston-
eville’s unbeaten start was ended in a 
3-1 loss to the UWI men. 

It took the UWI men an hour and 
nine minutes to secure their second 
win in four games. The UWI men 
prevailed 25-22, 19-25, 27-25, and 
25-22 as the Stoneville men slumped 
to their first defeat after winning their 
previous three games.
The ASCSC Stingers continued their 

successful run in the Men’s Division 
2 League. The Stingers claimed their 
second win in as many games by 
claiming a 2-1 victory over Schools.
The Stingers prevailed 18-25, 25-23, 

and 15-6 over Schools, who suffered 
their second loss in as many games.
The Chargers Eagles 2 also kept 

their unbeaten run intact by recording 
their second win in as many games in 
the Women’s Division 2 league.
The Chargers Eagles 2 pulled off 

a 23-25, 25-14, 15-9 victory over 
Schools, who lost for the second time 
in as many games.

The Da Squad women’s volleyball team
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Sports News
CWI congratulates Chris Taylor on ICC Umpire 

Panel appointment

Cricket West Indies (CWI) has of-
fered congratulation to Jamaican 
umpire Christopher Mark Taylor on 
his appointment to the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) CWI Inter-
national Panel of Umpires, effective 
April 1, 2026.
Taylor earned his promotion by be-

ing the most recent CWI official to 
successfully complete the ICC um-
pire accreditation process.
Earlier this year, the 45-year-old 

benefitted from valuable internation-
al exposure through the ICC Umpire 
Exchange Programme, officiating in 
Pakistan’s President’s Trophy Grade 
1 competition, where his perfor-
mance was rated as outstanding.
Speaking on his promotion, Taylor 

expressed both gratitude and pride in 
the journey that has brought him to 
this point.
“I’m humbled and honoured. I’ve 

been an official now for 20 years, be-
cause in 2006 is when I did my initial 
local examination alongside Jacque-
line Williams, who is now an estab-
lished and respected International 
Women’s Umpire.
“I remember starting when I was 

still in the corporate world and being 
introduced to the role by former first-
class umpire Maurice Chung, and 
from there it has grown into some-
thing I truly love.”
He added that the road to this 

achievement required persistence 
and sacrifice.

“I’ve been on the regional sec-
ond-tier panel from 2011, so it’s been 
a long and tough journey, but those 
tough times prepare you for what’s 
to come. So, I’m excited about it and 
looking forward to experiencing new 
things and putting all the work into 
practice.”
Taylor also used the moment to 

highlight the often-overlooked path 
of officiating and to encourage aspir-
ing umpires across the region.
“Umpiring might not be seen as a 

glorious position because when per-
sons are exposed to a sport it’s usual-
ly in the capacity of a player and not 
an official. In any sport officiating is 
always tough… but that builds char-
acter,” he said.
“There is opportunity in umpiring. 

It’s now a full career that you can 
dedicate yourself to, and I’d love to 
see younger persons getting into it, 
not only when they get into their 30s 
and 40s but even thinking of it as an 
option when they’re 18 or 20 years 
old or coming out of university.”
CWI CEO, Chris Dehring, com-

mended Taylor’s achievement, not-
ing that his promotion is a proud mo-
ment for the region.
“Chris’ appointment reflects not 

only his personal commitment and 
professionalism, but also the strength 
of our officiating pathway. His recent 
international exposure and consis-
tent performances have prepared him 
well for this step, and we are confi-
dent he will represent West Indies 
cricket with distinction.”
Taylor will commence the next 

phase of his officiating career by 
making his first appearance as an 
international umpire during the up-
coming West Indies international 
home season.

Christopher Taylor
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.

TUESDAY 28TH APRIL 2026

United open up three-point lead atop of Premier Division

Defending back-to-back champions 
All Saints United have increased their 
lead at the top of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Association’s (ABFA) 
Premier Division League.
All Saints United moved three points 

clear of Sandals and Inet Jennings 
Grenades at the top of the Premier 
League by recording their 17th win in 
20 matches with an 8-1 drubbing of 
John Hughes FC in the opening game 
of a double-header at the ABFA Tech-
nical Center on Sunday.
Raheem Deterville achieved a hat 

trick with conversions in the 25th, 
57th, and 62nd minutes. Dorien Cole 
scored twice with strikes in the 81st 
and 90th minutes.
The other goals for All Saints United 

were scored by Jahzino Ogarro in the 
19th minute, Kenduka Challenger in 
the 27th minute, and D’Andre Bishop 
in the 45th minute. Terrence Thom-
as scored a consolation goal for John 

Hughes FC with a strike in the 87th 
minute.
The result allows All Saints United 

to remain at the top of the 12-team 
standings by advancing to 53 points. 
It means the Jennings Grenades, who 
have a game in hand, will remain in 
second place with 50 points from 19 
matches.
John Hughes FC has been relegated 

to compete in the First Division next 
season after finishing their Premier 
League campaign in 10th place in the 
12-team standings with 16 points from 
their quota of 22 matches.

The Aston Villa Lions FC captured 
third place after battling to a 2-2 draw 
with Green City FC in their final match 
in Sunday’s second encounter.
Eroy Gonsalves put the Villa Lions 

ahead with a 15th-minute conver-
sion. The Villa Lions were reduced to 

10 players 
with the ex-
pulsion of 
Janil Thom-
as, who re-
ceived a red 
card in the 
30th min-
ute.
E l i j a h 

W h y t e 
e q u a l i z e d 
for Green 
City FC 
with a 
38th-minute 
conversion. 
K h a r i q u e 
J o s e p h 
scored in the 
40th minute 

to give the 
Villa Lions a 2-1 lead at halftime.
But Green City equalized for the sec-

ond time in the match via a 52nd-min-
ute conversion by Carlton Warner to 
salvage the draw.
The result allows the Villa Lions to 

finish their campaign in third place 
with 44 points from their quota of 22 
matches.
It means Green City FC has been rel-

egated to compete in the First Division 
next season. Green City FC finished in 
ninth place on goal difference with 23 
points, the same as eighth-placed At-
tacking Saints, from their quota of 22 
matches.
The Attacking Saints will compete in 

a three-team round-robin playoff with 
the third and fourth-place finishers in 
this year’s first division, with the win-
ners qualifying to compete in the Pre-
mier League next season.

A starting XI of the All Saints United football team
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