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of the Environment Division (second from right) and a Chinese official explaining details of the solar kits pre-
sented to the government by the PRC
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Government Says Claims Regarding the Prime Minister’s

Prime Miniister Gaston Browne

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
taken note of a statement circulating
in the public domain suggesting that
the visa of Prime Minister of Antigua
and Barbuda has been revoked by the
Government of the United States of

US Visa Are False

Ministry,

Foreign Affairs

America.

The Ministry wishes to state unequiv-
ocally that these claims are false and
entirely without foundation.

The Embassy of the United States in
Barbados, which has responsibility for
Antigua and Barbuda, has indicated
that there is no basis whatsoever for
the suggestion that the Prime Minis-
ter’s visa has been revoked.

The Ministry regards the circulation
of this claim as political mischief, in-
tended to mislead the public and to
create unnecessary concern during the

current election period.

The Government of Antigua and
Barbuda and the Government of the
United States continue to maintain a
constructive and collaborative work-
ing relationship, including on matters
related to visas and consular affairs,
as well as on broader issues of mutual
interest.

The Ministry urges all concerned to

exercise responsibility in public dis-
course and to refrain from disseminat-
ing unfounded and misleading infor-
mation.
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UAE-Antigua direct flights announced for 2027

The Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda has established a national Work-
ing Committee to prepare for inaugu-
ral direct flights between the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Antigua,
scheduled to begin in 2027, with on-
ward connections to other Caribbean
islands. The initiative marks a signifi-
cant step in strengthening aviation and
investment ties between the UAE and
the Eastern Caribbean.

The Committee is chaired by Henry
Charles Fernandez, Antigua’s Minister
of Tourism, Civil Aviation, Transpor-
tation and Investment. Theon Ali has
been appointed as deputy chairman,
responsible for coordination, stake-
holder engagement, and alignment of
aviation logistics with investment ob-
jectives.

“This direct corridor connects the
UAE and the Gulf to the Eastern Ca-
ribbean, not through London or New
York, but through shared ambition. We
are cutting flight hours in half and re-
moving the final barrier to investment,
tourism, and synergy,” said Theon Ali.

For travelers and investors based in

the UAE, the proposed direct route
would eliminate multi-leg journeys
via European or North American hubs
such as London, Paris, New York, or
Toronto, which currently add four to
twelve hours of travel time. A non-stop
UAE—-Antigua flight would reduce
total journey time to approximately
13—-14 hours, making the Caribbean
far more accessible for Gulf-based
travelers.

Currently, fewer than 30,000 Gulf
visitors travel to the Caribbean annu-
ally— a fraction of potential demand.
Industry analysts attribute this low
figure directly to the absence of di-
rect air links. The UAE—Antigua route
therefore represents not merely a new
flight, but a market expansion capable
of unlocking high-spend tourism.

Beyond tourism, the route carries
strategic economic weight. Antigua’s

Citizenship by Investment Programme
(CBI) already attracts UAE-based
high-net-worth individuals, who value
visa-free access to over 140 countries.
However, the lack of direct connec-
tivity has been cited by investment
migration firms as a barrier to closing
applications, as prospective citizens
often wish to visit before committing.
A direct flight would remove this ob-
stacle, allowing investors to conduct
due diligence in person with minimal
disruption.

Additionally, Antigua is positioning
itself as a hub for blockchain, fintech,
and digital nomad initiatives — sec-
tors where the UAE has established
global leadership. Direct flights would
facilitate business delegation exchang-
es and regulatory cooperation between
both jurisdictions.

For travelers: A direct route from the
UAE to Antigua home to 365 beaches,
English Harbour, and the annual Sail-
ing Week means a week-long Caribbe-
an holiday without overnight layovers
or complicated transit arrangements.

For investors: Enhanced access
to Antigua>s CBI programme (from
$100,000 donation or $200,000 real

estate purchase), along with tax ad-
vantages including no capital gains,
inheritance, or worldwide income tax.
Direct flights would allow investors to
inspect properties and meet local part-
ners in person.

For UAE aviation: Potential
partnerships with carriers such as
Emirates, Etihad, or flydubai, using
wide-body aircraft like the Boeing
777 or Airbus A380. Codeshare agree-
ments with Caribbean airlines could
offer onward connections to Barbados,
St. Lucia, Grenada, and Trinidad.

Ambassador Theon Ali and minis-
ter Fernandez are expected to engage
with UAE counterparts in the coming
months to formalise bilateral air ser-
vices agreements and explore airline
partnerships. The 2027 target allows
for regulatory approvals, airport read-
iness, and commercial negotiations to
proceed systematically.

For UAE-based travelers and inves-

tors, the Antigua route represents a
promising new connection between
the Gulf and the Caribbean.

Reprinted from: Khaleej Times,
The Voice of the UAE
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PM Browne Signals Zero-Tolerance Crime Policy, Emphasises
Youth Opportunity and Women’s Protection

Prime Minister and political leader of
the Antigua and Barbuda Labour Party
(ABLP), Gaston Browne, has issued a
strong warning against perpetrators of
crime and violence, declaring that his
administration will adopt a zero-tol-
erance approach as part of its broader
national development agenda.

Speaking earlier this week at his par-
ty’s manifesto launch, PM Browne
made it clear that criminal activity—
particularly among young people—
will not be tolerated under what he
described as a national “Renaissance.”

“Crime and violence, especially
among young people, are clearly un-
acceptable. The Renaissance will have
zero tolerance for criminals involved
in gangs, narcotics trafficking, gun
violence and domestic violence,” he
said.

The Prime Minister underscored
the government’s commitment to
strengthening national security, noting
that additional investments are being
made across multiple areas.

“We’re investing heavily in policing,
in border protection, surveillance and
maritime security. Additional resourc-
es are being deployed and capabilities
are being strengthened,” Mr. Browne
stated, adding that national progress
must be anchored not only in prosperi-
ty but also in safety and stability.

He also signaled plans to tighten leg-

islation aimed at deterring criminal
behavior.

“The laws will be further strength-
ened and those who threaten our na-
tion’s stability and security will face
the full force of the law,” he warned.

Beyond enforcement, Prime Minis-
ter Gaston Browne emphasised that
expanded opportunities in education,
skills training and employment will
play a critical role in reducing crime.

“With a myriad of educational, skills
training and employment opportuni-
ties available, there can be no excuse

to pursue a life of crime and violence,”
he declared.

In a direct appeal to the nation’s
youth, the Prime Minister encouraged
young people to make positive life
choices.

“To our young people, there is a bet-
ter road, and we will make that road
wider—so choose wisely,” he urged.

The ABLP Political Leader also
placed significant emphasis on the
protection and empowerment of wom-
en, describing them as central to the
country’s future.

“We must protect our women and our
girls,” he said, while calling for stron-
ger societal respect and support for
women.

“To the women of Antigua and Bar-
buda, you will be central to this Re-
naissance because no nation can rise if
its women are left behind.”

He added a broader call to action,
particularly directed at men: “Empow-
er our women and treat them with re-
spect.”

The Prime Minister’s remarks form
part of a wider policy narrative that
seeks to balance economic develop-
ment with law enforcement and social
intervention. By combining stricter
penalties with expanded opportunities,
the government aims to address both
the causes and consequences of crime.

PAYING SCHOOL FEES?
IT'S AS EASY AS ACEB,
AND HASSLE FREE!

Use the ACB Smart App and pay fees on the go.
With our instant ACB Merchant Payment
or EFT Options, we've got you covered!
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Political Analyst says General Elections
Outcome Centres Around Three Key Seats

With general elections exactly one
week away, political analyst Arvil
Grant has identified three margin-
al constituencies as critical battle-
grounds, which he believes will
likely determine which party forms
the next government.

In his estimation, City East, St.
George, and St. Mary’s North—
stand at the centre of the electoral
contest. According to Grant, their
narrow results in the last general
elections make them highly com-
petitive and unpredictable.

“City East, St. George and St.
Mary’s North were all decided by
less than three percent,” Grant not-
ed. “That means neither the ABLP
nor the UPP can be realistically
confident of winning any of them
going into 2026.”

Grant explained that the opposition
United Progressive Party (UPP)
must retain the six seats it secured
in 2023, capture City East and St.
Mary’s North, and rely on its coa-
lition partner, the Barbuda People’s
Movement (BPM), to hold its seat.

“That combination would give the
UPP the numbers needed to form
the government,” he said.

For the ruling Antigua and Barbuda
Labour Party (ABLP), the pathway
is somewhat more straightforward
but still uncertain he noted. The par-
ty would need to hold onto its eight
strongholds and secure at least one
of the three swing constituencies.

“If Labour retains its base and picks
up just one of those marginal seats,
it crosses the line,” Grant added.

Beyond the headline swing con-
stituencies, Grant pointed to Rural
East, Rural North, and St. Paul’s as
additional areas of interest. While

these seats were won comfortably
by the ABLP in 2023, their margins
were not as commanding as others,
he pointed out.

“In short, both ABLP and UPP
may still have something to play for
in Rural East, Rural North and St.
Paul’s,” Grant observed, noting that
these constituencies have shown a
capacity to shift allegiance in past
elections, particularly in 2004.

He added that on the opposition
side, the UPP is expected to remain
competitive in All Saints West, All
Saints East and St. Luke, Rural
West, St. Mary’s South, and St. Phil-
ip’s South, assuming it replicates its
previous performance.

Grant emphasised that the three
key constituencies have a history of
electoral volatility and were among
several that moved away from La-
bour during the political shift of
2004.

“That kind of history tells you
these are not fixed seats—they are
responsive to national mood and lo-
cal dynamics,” he declared.

He cautioned, however, that elec-
toral outcomes are influenced by
numerous variables, including con-

stituency-level campaigning, poll-
ing division trends, and voter turn-
out.

“There are many moving parts. At
times like these, political parties al-
most need God to be a pollster for
hire,” Arvil Grant remarked.

A critical factor heading into the
election will be voter registration.
Grant cautioned that fluctuations in
registration levels could significant-
ly impact the final outcome.

“High levels of re-registration can
sometimes favour the opposition,
while low turnout in registration
could lead to unpredictable results,”
he explained.

He stressed the need for both par-
ties to mobilise their bases.

“Political parties must aim for
maximum registration of their sup-
porters to negate any advantage
from the other side,” he said.

Ultimately, Grant believes the path
to government will run through the
three marginal seats.

“Whatever happens, the 2026 Gen-
eral Elections will likely be deter-
mined by City East, St. George or
St. Mary’s North,” he concluded.
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Star-Studded Lineup Set for ABLP’s Red & Reddy Concert

Antigua and Barbuda is
set for a massive night
of music, energy and
Labour excitement this
Saturday, April 25, as the
Antigua and Barbuda La-
bour Party presents “Red
& Reddy — The Con-
cert” at the Rising Sun
Grounds.

The highly anticipated
event will feature an im-
pressive lineup of interna-
tional, regional and local
stars, including Masicka,
Sizzla, Burning Flames,
Destra, Asa Banton,
Tian Winter and Clau-
dette Peters, along with
a dynamic cast of home-
grown talent such as
Menace, Soca Villain,
Young Vice, Kid Fresh,
Island Prince, Young
Lyrics, Empress and
more.

More than just a concert,
“Red & Reddy” is shap-
ing up to be a powerful
celebration of unity, cul-
ture and the growing mo-
mentum of the Antigua
and Barbuda Labour Par-
ty. With supporters and
music lovers expected
to turn out in their num-
bers, the event will blend
top-tier  entertainment
with the vibrant energy
of a movement ready for
victory.

Set to begin at 7:00 PM,
the concert is free to the
public, creating an open
and exciting space for

¢ REDDY

THE CONCERT

MASICKA | SIZZLA | BURNING FLAMES | DESTRA
ASA BANTAN | CLAUDETTE PETERS | TIAN WINTER

MENACE | SOCA VILLAN | YOUNG VICE | KID FRESH
ISLAND PRINCE | YOUNG LYRICS | EMPRESS

o700m FREE O swess

patrons from across the
island to come together
in a show of celebration,
solidarity and red spirit.

Organizers say the event
is designed to bring peo-
ple together through
music, community and

culture, while building
the kind of electric atmo-
sphere that has become
synonymous with the
ABLP’s connection to
the people.

With anticipation build-
ing and a lineup stacked

with  crowd favour-
ites, Saturday night is
expected to be one of
the most thrilling and
talked-about events of
the campaign season.
Antigua and Barbuda,
get ready. This is Red &
Reddy.
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Chinese Government Hands Over Solar Kits
to Antigua and Barbuda

The Chinese government is again ex-
tending its generosity to the people of
Antigua and Barbuda as it has present-
ed the government with several solar
kits that will be made available to vul-
nerable households in the country.

The Department of Environment
hosted a handover ceremony for solar
energy kits as this initiative forms part
of the Government’s ongoing commit-
ment to sustainable development, cli-
mate resilience, and improved quality
of life for its citizens.

Delivering the feature address, Min-
ister of Health, Sir Molwyn Joseph
highlighted the importance of renew-
able energy solutions in strengthening
community resilience and reducing
energy insecurity.

He noted that the distribution of solar
kits represents a tangible step toward
integrating climate-smart technologies
into national social support systems.

Minister Joseph also emphasized that
the project also incorporates a techni-
cal training component aimed at build-
ing local capacity in the installation,
maintenance, and management of so-
lar energy systems, thereby ensuring
the long-term sustainability and effec-
tiveness of the initiative.

Wang Baolong, Representative of Climate Change Assistance Project—
Hengtianyuan Lighting Group of Chi- also addressed the ceremony. He re-
na—the implementing agency for the affirmed the company’s commitment

STATE INSURANCE
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to supporting Antigua and Barbuda
through the provision of reliable and
sustainable energy solutions.

Ambassador of the People’s Repub-
lic of China to Antigua and Barbuda,
Jiang Wei, emphasized the strong and
enduring partnership between both
countries. She noted that the donation
reflects China’s continued support for
Antigua and Barbuda’s climate adap-
tation efforts and broader sustainable

development agenda.

The ceremony culminated in the
signing of the Handover Certificate by
Ambassador Jiang Wei and Sir Mol-
wyn Joseph. The certificates formal-
ize the transfer of the solar kits to the
Government and people of Antigua
and Barbuda.

The solar kits will provide clean, re-
liable energy to households that may
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otherwise face challenges accessing
consistent electricity, significantly im-
proving living conditions while con-
tributing to national efforts to reduce
carbon emissions.

The Ministry extends sincere appre-
ciation to the Government and peo-
ple of the People’s Republic of China
and Hengtianyuan Lighting Group for
their valued partnership and generous
contribution.
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V.C. Bird International safely manages emergency

with arriving aircraft

The Antigua and Barbuda Airport Au-
thority has issued a public statement
detailing an incident that happened on
Wednesday where its experienced staff
averted what could have been a seri-
ous matter at the aiport.

The ABAA statement reported that
at around 0836 LT (1236 UTC) on
Wednesday 22nd April, an arriving
aircraft at the V.C. Bird International
Airport experienced a communica-
tions-related emergency.

The situation was managed in accor-
dance with the Airport’s established
safety protocols and was handled safe-
ly and efficiently by our team of ex-
perts in Air Traffic Control, resulting
in the safe landing of the aircraft un-
der the watchful eye of our emergency
services.

“As a result, we are pleased to report
that there were no significant disrup-
tions to our operations and the VC
Bird International was able to prompt-
ly return to facilitating scheduled ar-
rivals and departures.

“The Authority wishes to commend
our Air Traffic Control personnel for
the professionalism and vigilance they
demonstrated in ensuring swift and
coordinated action and the involved

ADVISORY

V.C BIRD INTERNATIONAL SAFELY MANAGES
EMERGENCY WITH ARRIVING AIRCRAFT

The Antigua and Barbuda Airport Authority wishes to advise the members of
the public that at around 0836 LT (1236 UTC) on Wednesday 22™ April, an

arriving aircraft at the V.C. Bird International Airport experienced o
communications-related emergency.

The situation was managed in accordance with the Airport’'s established
safety protocols and was handled safely and efficiently by our team of experts
in Air Traffic Control, resulting in the safe landing of the aircraft under the
watchful eye of our emergency services.

As a result, we are pleased to report that there were no significant disruptions
to our operations and the VC Bird International was able to promptly return to
facilitating scheduled arrivals and departures.

The Authority wishes to commend our Air Traffic Control personnel for the
professionalism and vigilance they demonstrated in ensuring swift and
coordinated action and the involved support provided by our entire
Operations team in ensuring the safety of all involved.

Further updates will be provided should they be deemed necessary.

PAGE 9

support provided by our entire Opera-
tions team in ensuring the safety of all
involved,” the statement noted.

It said further updates will be provid-
ed should they be deemed necessary.

" ELECTION DAY

Thursday,
30 April-

"In times like these, let us keep
strong, steady leadership.”
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Antigua Sailing Week announces new partnership
with CIBC Caribbean

Antigua Sailing Week (ASW)
has announced a brand-new part-
nership with CIBC Caribbean
as the official exclusive banking
sponsor of ASW, showcasing a
commitment to fostering high-cal-
ibre events in the Caribbean.

This new collaboration empha-
sizes CIBC Caribbean’s Platinum
Banking Service, tailored for pro-
fessionals, executives and interna-
tional clients interested in invest-
ing or purchasing homes across
the region.

“We are delighted to partner with
Antigua Sailing Week, a prom-
inent lifestyle brand that aligns
perfectly with our vision for CIBC
Caribbean’s Platinum Banking
Service, which offers a dedicated
team that understands the finan-
cial goals of clients, and works
collaboratively to deliver tailored
solutions that drive long-term suc-
cess. Platinum Banking offers
personalised support, innovative
financial strategies, and a com-
mitment to building lasting rela-
tionships,” said Priscilla Leonce,
Head of Country, CIBC Caribbe-
an. “This event presents a won-
derful opportunity for network-
ing and engaging with visiting
sailors and clients on the island.”

Antigua Sailing Week 1s honoured
to welcome CIBC Caribbean as a
vital regional banking brand. The
collaboration not only enhanc-
es the prestige of the event but
also recognizes the importance of
building strong connections with-
in the community.

ASW 2026 NEWS

ANTIGUA SAILING
WEEK ANNOUNCES
NEW PARTNERSHIP
WITH CIBC CARIBBEAN

The CIBC Caribbean team will be
on site, engaging with attendees at
the opening party and throughout
the week, providing insights on
investment opportunities in An-
tigua. “By partnering with CIBC
Caribbean, we are excited to ele-
vate the experience of our event
and create valuable connections
for our participants,” said Rana
Lewis, Marketing Manager of

Antigua Sailing Week. “Together,
we look forward to delivering an
exceptional week filled with sail-
ing, networking and exploration.”

For more information about CIBC
Caribbean and its Platinum Bank-
ing Services, or to learn more
about Antigua Sailing Week,
please visit www.cibccaribbean.
com or www.sailingweek.com



http://www.cibccaribbean.com/
http://www.cibccaribbean.com/
http://www.sailingweek.com/
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University of Guyana Receives 27 Applications
for Vice-Chancellor Position

The Chancellor of the University
of Guyana, Sir Ronald Sanders, an-
nounced Wednesday that the Univer-
sity Council has received twenty-sev-
en applications for the position of
Vice-Chancellor and Principal.

The applications follow an extensive
and widely circulated international
search conducted by a Council-ap-
pointed Search Committee, which
invited submissions up to the closing
date of April 18, 2026. The Committee
will now proceed to the next stage of
the process, involving the careful re-
view of applications and the shortlist-
ing of candidates.

The current Vice-Chancellor’s tenure
will conclude in July 2026, after seven
years of service.

The Chancellor confirmed that the
Search Committee is applying the
same procedures that were used in the
selection of the present Vice-Chancel-
lor, ensuring continuity, fairness, and
adherence to established standards of
governance.

In commenting on the significance
of the appointment, Sir Ronald noted
that the University is operating within
a national context of profound trans-
formation. Guyana is undergoing one
of the most dynamic periods of eco-
nomic growth and structural change
in the Caribbean and Latin America.
Expansion in energy production, in-
frastructure modernisation, economic

ﬁ Iy o

Outgoing Vice Chancellor Professor Paloma Mohamed Martin [left] and Chancellor Sir

Ronald Sanders [right]

diversification, and increasing glob-
al engagement are reshaping national
priorities and workforce demands.

“In these circumstances,” the Chan-
cellor stated, “the University of Guy-
ana must play a leading role in de-
veloping advanced human capital,
strengthening research capacity, fos-
tering innovation, and contributing
independent expertise to national and
regional development.”

He added that the Council is seeking
a transformational academic leader

who can position the University as a
centre of research excellence, profes-
sional training, and regional influence
in a rapidly evolving economy.

The Chancellor further advised that
the Council is committed to transpar-
ency in the process and will keep the
public informed of key developments.
This will include announcements re-
garding shortlisted candidates and the
scheduling of public lectures, which
will form an important part of the as-
sessment process.

" ELECTION DAY
Thursday,

"In times like these, let us keep
strong, steady leadership."
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The Landfill Fire Is OUR Doing

A landfill fire begins where waste meets
flame,

Where neglect and habit quietly stake their
claim.

Deep in the piles where the forgotten reside,

Methane builds up with nowhere to hide.
From food scraps rotting to bottles
compressed tight,

A spark finds its moment—and then comes

the fight.

- andfill In
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20"/ food
O throw outis
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methane — a greenhouse gas ndfills are the
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methan e U5, - Compost

food scraps.
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But this is no accident, no twist of fate,
This fire was built by the choices we make.
Every tossed bottle, each careless throw,
Feeds the fire more than we know.

So let’s speak truth, let’s draw the line—
That landfill fire? It’s yours and mine.

At events we gather, we laugh, we cheer,
But leave behind waste that lingers for
years.

Plates and plastics all thrown in one,

No separation when the day is done.

No bins labeled, no systems in place,
Just mountains of waste we choose not to
face.

But celebration should not come at this cost,

‘l’our actlons ma ke

Because in that moment, responsibility is
lost.

ORGANIC WASTE
TO A LANDFILL;

CLIMATE
SIGNIFICANT cmﬂ

NEGATIVE ENVIRONTMENTAL IMPACTS /
Carbon dioxide

Methane gas B35 (40%-45%)

CONSEQUENCE OF .

POLLUTION

""‘-p.

D!gan ic / food waste
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Businesses operate day by day,

But where does their daily waste all stay?
Behind the scenes or out of sight,

Bins overflow both day and night.

Staff untrained, systems unclear,

Yet the impact grows year after year.

But leadership means more than gain—
It means reducing environmental strain.

In households quiet, the pattern repeats,
Waste is mixed in kitchens and streets.
Food with plastic, glass with cans,

All bundled together by careless hands.
It feels so small, it seems so slight,

But multiplied daily—it fuels the fight.
Because when waste is not set apart,

It builds a fire we helped to start.
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And what of schools, where futures grow?
Are we teaching what they should know?
Bins may sit in corners blue,

But without direction, what do they do?
Students must learn, must understand,
That waste segregation is in their hands.
Not just a lesson, not just a rule—

But a lifelong practice taught in school.

The fire we see is more than flame,
It carries with it a deeper blame.
Toxic smoke fills the air we breathe,
A cost too heavy for us to leave.

It speaks of systems that need repair,
And habits formed without due care.

But if our actions lit the spark,

Then we can choose to change the dark.
We can sort, we can train, we can lead,
We can plant a far better seed.

From events to homes, from schools to
trade,

Better choices can all be made.

So train your staff, let knowledge grow,
Educate guests so they too know.

Place the bins and label them right,
Turn awareness into daily sight.

Because change begins with what we do,
Not someday later—but now, with you.

Let this be more than words we say,
Let action guide us every day.

For the fire we see is not just there—
It’s a mirror of how we care.

~) ZERO WASTE, ZERO METHANE:
{2/ PROTECT OUR PLANET NoW

. Methane is over
Landfills are 25 Hmes frore

major emitters /‘P
potent than COZ
of methane \ in trapping heaot
Em.‘ssif‘r(_ Pl &~

cause extreme - . Orgenic waste
weather and g = W . in landfills
health risks VA £/ B produces
! methane

P 4 ~

So stand up now, take your part,

Change the system, shift the start.
Because the truth is clear, and it won’t
wait—

We built the fire... but we can change its
fate.
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THE ANTIGUA &
BARBUDA TRADES

AND LABOUR UNION 7 FRIDAY "St MAY 2026
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(AT&LU) PRESENTS

JESSE FYAH & DJ KAVITY

(LEFT T0 RIGHT)
DJ ACE BarNes HiLL & New winTHRoPES SECTion) - DJ SHADY OENNINGS & EBENEZER SECTION)

DJKYLE v DJ TREBLEBEATZ tapum  DJ STRANGER wENNINGS & EBENEZER SECTION)
DJ SPARK ccLaRe HaLL & cAssaDa GARDENS SECTION) - DJ STUEY cwiserTa secTion

PRIZES: * $1000.00

i C“‘ AT&LU HEADQUARTERS
$75000-3 550000 ;'146 NORTH STREET




HOUSING RENEWAL LOAN
PROGRAMME

$150 MILLION TO BE ALLOCATED
FOR PEOPLE WHO
DON'T QUALIFY FOR A BANK LOAN

INTEREST RATES 2-3%
UPTO 30 YEARS TO REPAY
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THE ANTIGUA &
BARBUDA TRADES

AND LABOUR UNION' RIDAY 1St YT\ { 2026

(AT&LU) pRESENTS ﬂnpnltn'ﬁﬁ'”-?'ar

.-;ﬁﬁlﬂﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁé D) cummmuu

JESSE FYAH & DJ KAVITY

DJ ACE tBarNEs HiLL & NEw WINTHROPES SETIoN)  DJ SHADY UENNINGS & EBENEZER SECTION)
DJKYLE «mey - DJ TREBLEBEATZ wpuny  DJ STRANGER oennNGS & EBENEZER SECTION)
DJ SPARK ccLare aLL & cassaDA caRDENS SEcTioN) - DJ STUEY cwiserTa SecTion

- S50 © AT&LU HEADQUARTERS

246 NORTH STREET
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WE’RE BACK... STlLL
DANCING THE LlNE

- The rhythm never stopped.
The passion never faded.
/  And now... we'’re back.

S ===

Join us for an unforgettable evening of
movement, music, and magic as we
return to the stage — stronger,
sharper, and still dancing the line
between grace and power.

&%' N . / o »
. @s Date: Saturday 16th May 2026/

S @Time: 7:00 PM S8 - =

'--.__.___‘

s

! Venue: St Anthony'’s Secondary ’
School, Langfords

Admission: $50 -

Come celebrate the comeback.
Feel the energy. Witness the return.

Secure your tickets now from any LDC Antlgua member—

and let’s dance the line together! "+ .
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Jessica Serena Tracey proudly represents St. John’s Rural North, carrying
with her the vibrant spirit of McKinnons Village and the resilience that®
defines her journey.

A dynamic entrepreneur, dancer, and y«
advocate, Jessica has Used every chaptere
her life to grow in purpose, leadership, &
service. From excelling Mstudeﬁm' '
building businesses and mentoring

dance, she embodies determination, G
and faith.

Jessica stands as a confident, cci
and empowered ambassador for the prouc
people of St. John’s Rural Northe™

,-/-' o

& essica L./nhfg_(/

SI. JOHN’S RURAL NORTH
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Julissa Stoute proudly represents St. Paul as a vibrant 20-year-old university
student whose poise, passion, and purpose set her apart. °

She is currently pursuing a Bachelor’si’
degree in Business Management at The
University of the West Indies, Five &
Islands Campus, specializing in TouriSm
and Hospitality Manage nt”h‘basﬁ |
student of Old Read Primary. School
and Antigua Girls’ High Scheel, Julissa
built a strong foundation in lé%dership_-,,

discipline, and creativity.

Her love for the performing arts earned
her a Grade One in dramatie «
presentation. Ambitious arﬁg iven, sh
aspires to make a meaningfulimpactin
tourism angshospitality while proudly
showcasing Caribbean culture on the
global stage.

7 V% -~
C Julissa Otoute

ST. PAUL




THURSDAY 23%° APRIL 2026

RHYTHM o SOUL © SPIRIT
T
Aliyah Andrew, a proud resident of St. John’s Rural East and first-year
Law student at the University of London, Is driven by a passion for.
justice and national development.

As a Junior Paralegal and active member
JCI Antigua, she is committed to advoc
youth empowerment, and nation-buile
Representing her const_ij;gency and the
Honourable Maria Browne in the Antig
Barbuda Labour Queen Pageantiz)_ 26
returns to the stage with confidence
purpose. =

f -
Her platform addresses absentee
fatherhood and its impact on child
development, as she champions:

families and brighter futures for every: i
child. ®

Alyah And B
ST. JOHN'S RURAL EAST
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Queenela Williams proudly represents St. Mary’s South with creativity,
confidence, and cultural pride. *

A dynamic performer and dedicated member of
the National Youth Theatre, she uses the stage to

artistic journey began at Antigua Girls™
School and has since eagaed her regi
recognition, including gds for acting
excellence and appearances at CARI
Beyond performance )

individuality and Cartbbean 1denttty'__

&

degree in Fine Arts and expand her creative
impact. “l

O{ eernela ;(-'({((mm*'

ST. MARY'S SOUTH
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Iszarea Lloyd proudly represents St. Phillip’s North as a young woman
of purpose, resilience, and quiet strength.

Born onAugust 30, 2005, she is a proud graduate
of Glanvilles Secondagy. School, where she
emerged as Valedictorian, and is currentiys s
pursuing Social Sciencesat The Universitiofthe
West Indies Five Islands Campus. ThoUgk
naturally quiet and observant; Iszarea POSSESSEs
a vibrant spiritand a heart.deeply cor'ed -

service.

photography, and reading, she aspireés e buﬁ.é_m'e 3
an interior designer and photographerj

platform, she advocates for youth dew

mental health awareness, determines

healing, and a stronger future for,St. P

4

- N

/
AN UATCH c‘-/-.(.-{afﬂ'{

ST. PHILLIPS NORTH:
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Barefoot beginnings to city honours
Bounty Killer to get Keys to City of Kingston;
street in Seaview Gardens to be named after him

Long before the titles, the global rec-
ognition, and the commanding pres-
ence of one of dancehall’s most influ-
ential voices, Bounty Killer was just a
youngster navigating life in a commu-
nity that shaped both his struggles and
his strength.

Now, decades later, those same streets
are calling his name in a different way.
In a deeply symbolic gesture, it has
been decided that the dancehall icon
will be awarded the Keys to the City of
Kingston, while the very road he once
walked as a young boy in Seaview
Gardens will be renamed in his hon-
our.

Speaking with the Jamaica Observ-
er, the entertainer expressed that the
full-circle moment has stirred up a
period of reflection that has left him
bursting with pride.

“It’s an incredible feeling to be hon-
oured by your own people who knew
you as a little boy and witnessed your
growth into this remarkable individu-
al. It’s an overwhelming sense of grat-
itude and appreciation,” he said.

For the dancehall icon born Rodney
Pryce the moment is more than recog-
nition, it is deeply personal, extending
far beyond the formalities of council
chambers and official endorsements.

“This honour holds special signif-
icance for me. As a child, I would
spend my days playing my favourite

F

childhood games on the same street in
torn pants and no shoes, drenched in
sweat. I would play all day long with
my friends until the street lights came
on. The fact that the same street is
now named after me is a monumental
achievement,” said Pryce.

The announcement was made during
a meeting of the Kingston and St
Andrew  Municipal  Corporation
(KSAMC) last Tuesday. At that ses-
sion, several councillors rose in sup-
port of the resolution, citing Bounty
Killer’s enduring contribution to Ja-
maican music and culture.

Among those who spoke were Hazel
Anderson, councillor for the Seaview
Gardens Division; Michelle Thomas
Nelson of the Duhaney Park Division;
Patrick Roberts of Molynes Garden;
Kelvin Hall of Tower Hill; and An-
drew Harris of Hughenden.

Their collective support underscored
what many already know — Bounty
Killer’s influence stretches far beyond
music, shaping generations of artistes
and impacting the cultural landscape.

Dancehall artiste Razor B, who was
present at the council meeting, also
paid tribute, thanking the KSAMC for
recognising what he described Pryce’s
impact, while noting the role the vet-
eran played in influencing his own ca-
reer.

Still, for the man at the centre of it all,
the honour carries a meaning that no
accolade can fully capture.

“As a man being honoured with the
key to the same city where I was born
and raised, it is a dream come true,
especially when I already call myself
the King of Kingston. This is an abso-
lute honour,” he said. “I never imag-
ined that this day would come. Thank
you for this amazing honour. Thanks
as always to my manager and brother
Paul Bankey Giscome, who has been a
huge part of this journey from day one.
I know that he is extremely proud and
happy for me and this great achieve-
ment.” (Jamaica Observer)

Open Daily -
12:00pm - 10:30pm




THURSDAY 23%° APRIL 2026

Regional News

PAGE 29

Chang: J’cans to reap ‘peace dividend’ after
major crime drop

Minister of National Security and
Peace Dr Horace Chang says that after
a massive slash in major crimes last
year, Jamaicans are now set to reap a
“peace dividend”, putting the benefits
of safer communities at the forefront
of the country’s progress.

He explained that this “peace div-
idend” refers to the tangible social,
economic, and developmental gains
flowing directly to communities as
crime declines, including safer streets,
stronger families, expanded opportu-
nities for young people, and an overall
improved quality of life.

Chang underscored the important
role Jamaican citizens have played in
reducing crime, noting that the 2025
murder tally of 673 was the first time
the figure fell below 700 since 1993.

Part of this impact has involved citi-
zens providing tips to the police about
criminal activities. While the number
of tips has increased nearly tenfold
over the past decade, most tipsters —
94 per cent — have not collected the
promised reward.

Chang, who was making his contri-
bution to the 2026 Sectoral Debate in
Parliament on Tuesday, cited reasons
for this non-collection of reward mon-
ies.

“This shows that it is not about mon-
ey. It is about patriotism. It is about
trust. It is about citizens taking a stand
for their communities. This is some-
thing we must celebrate,” said Chang,
who is also the deputy prime minister.

“This partnership between citi-
zens and law enforcement is one of
the strongest signals that Jamaica is
not only becoming safer, but that Ja-
maicans themselves are leading that
change,” he added.

The 673 murders recorded in 2025
represented a 40 per cent decline from
the 1,139 recorded the previous year.
This meant the homicide rate fell from

40 per 100,000 residents to 23.7 per
100,000.

Jamaica also recorded reduced fig-
ures for rapes and shootings in 2025.

Contributing to the improved crime
statistics, Chang said, were govern-
ment measures aimed at strengthen-
ing the island’s borders to curb illicit
importation, particularly of guns and
ammunition.

He added that modernising the man-
agement of the movement of people
and goods, through enhanced intelli-
gence, advanced cargo scanning and
risk-based targeting systems, has also
had an impact by disrupting transna-
tional criminal networks.

According to Chang: “At the same
time, we are improving the experience
for legitimate travellers. Through the
Passport, Immigration and Citizenship
Agency (PICA), we have advanced
the ease and efficiency of processing at
our airports, reducing wait times and
streamlining entry procedures. In close
partnership with Jamaica Customs, we
are strengthening coordination across
our ports of entry, ensuring that our
borders are both secure and efficient.
We are moving to introduce new tech-

nologies that will further modernise
our airport systems, enhancing both
security and service delivery. This is
how we protect our frontiers while fa-
cilitating safe and seamless travel.”

The reduced crime figures, Chang
said, will deliver tangible benefits to
Jamaicans, which he described as a
“peace dividend.”

“But you may ask, what is the peace
dividend? Simply put, the peace divi-
dend is the tangible social, economic,
and developmental benefits delivered
directly to communities that achieve
and sustain measurable reductions in
crime and violence,” he explained.

“It is safer streets, stronger families,
more opportunities for our young peo-
ple, and a better quality of life for our
citizens. This is not just an idea. It is
grounded in evidence,” he added.

The minister also cited recent re-
search by Professor Nicholas Wright
and Dr Aubrey Stewart, currently un-
der revision for the Journal of Law and
Economics, which shows that inter-
ventions such as states of emergency
have produced measurable reductions
in violent crime. (Jamaica Gleaner)
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Dominica revokes citizenship of second son
of Iranian political adviser

Dominica has revoked the citizenship

of Abolfazl Shamkhani, the younger
son of slain Iranian political adviser
Ali Shamkhani, marking the second
time in eight months that the Carib-
bean nation has stripped a member of
the Shamkhani family of a Dominican
passport.

According to a letter obtained by the
Organized Crime and Corruption Re-
porting Project (OCCRP), the revoca-
tion was signed on March 27, 2026, by
State Minister Daren Pinard. Authori-
ties accused Shamkhani of concealing
material facts when he acquired citi-
zenship through Dominica’s Citizen-
ship by Investment (CBI) program in
2020 under the alias “Sami Hayek.”
He has 25 days to request a formal in-
quiry into the order.

Abolfazl’s older brother, Hossein,
lost his Dominican passport in August
2025. As reported then by Dominica
News Online, he had obtained citizen-
ship under the name “Hugo Hayek.”

Western governments had already
sanctioned Hossein weeks earlier, al-
leging he ran a multibillion-dollar
oil-smuggling network benefiting Iran
and Russia.

The U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) described the
family’s pattern as acquiring foreign
passports through investment to ob-
scure ties to Iran while conducting in-
ternational business.

An OCCRP investigation in March
revealed that the brothers owned at
least four luxury villas in Dubai worth
nearly US$29 million, registered un-
der their Dominican aliases. Corporate
records also tied “Sami Hayek” to a
Cyprus-based investment fund and
both brothers to a Turkish chemical
firm later sanctioned by OFAC.

On March 6, 2026, the U.S. De-
partment of Justice filed civil forfei-
ture complaints targeting more than
US$15.3 million linked to the Sham-
khani network. Prosecutors alleged

that Abolfazl managed firms connect-
ed to his brother’s operations, though
he has not been personally sanctioned
or charged.

Days before Abolfazl’s citizenship
was revoked, Dominica suspended all
new Iranian applications to its CBI
program, effective March 24. Iranians
may now apply only if they have not
lived in Iran for at least a decade, hold
no assets there, and have conducted no
business with the country.

Dominica has revoked 68 CBI pass-
ports since June 2024 for fraud or mis-
representation, with Iranians account-
ing for 6 percent of those cases.

Dominica’s CBI program is under
heightened scrutiny from the United
States and the European Union. Wash-
ington has imposed visa restrictions on
Dominican nationals, while the EU has
warned that operating such programs
could lead to suspension of visa-free
travel. (Dominica News Online)
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$12M dollar drug bust off St. Vincent's leeward coast

Authorities in St. Vincent intercept-
ed a vessel carrying 396 kilos of co-
caine off the island’s Leeward coast on
Monday, April 20.

The shipment, has an estimated street
value of $12 million.

Following the interception, sources
told St Vincent Times that police took
two individuals into custody to assist
with the investigation.

The suspects, identified as a Grena-
dian and a Venezuelan national, are
currently being questioned as author-
ities work to uncover the scale of the
trafficking network involved.

Minister of National Security St.
Clair Leacock officially confirmed the
details of the bust during a session of
parliament on Tuesday evening. The
Minister’s statement corroborated ear-

lier reports by St Vincent Times re-
garding the scale of the seizure.

Leacock revealed that he had been
briefed on the operation early Tuesday
morning and immediately moved to
bolster the nation’s defensive posture.

Citing concerns that the implications
of such a large-scale seizure could
present challenges “bigger than what
we can take care of” through local re-
sources alone, the Minister instructed
the Commissioner of Police to notify
the Regional Security System (RSS).
The RSS has been placed on alert and
standby to support local law enforce-
ment if necessary.

Minister Leacock emphasized that the
decision to involve regional partners
was a strategic move to ensure citizen
safety was “enhanced and secured at
all times,” rather than an indictment of

local police capabilities.

The Minister said on Tuesday evening
that the seizure underscores the urgent
need to modernize what he described
as a “ramshackle security apparatus”.
According to Leacock, new legislation
is vital to providing law enforcement
with the technological and legal tools
required to combat evolving criminal
threats.

Reaffirming the government’s stance
on crime, the Minister pledged to re-
fine any necessary regulations to pro-
tect the nation, stating his current phi-
losophy is to “speak a little less and do
a little bit more” to demonstrate a firm
commitment to national security. (St
Vincent Times)
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Florida student arrested for group chat ‘joke’ about

Netanyahu containing alleged bomb threats

MSN reports that Gabriela Saldana, a
23-year-old student at Florida Interna-
tional University in the United States,
was taken into custody on April 16 for
allegedly posting bomb threats within
a WhatsApp group and referencing the
name Netanyahu.

These messages specifically men-
tioned the Ocean Bank Convocation
Center and referenced controversial
political imagery regarding the Cap-
stone program.

Officers believed she was referring to
Benjamin Netanyahu Prime Minister
of Israel. In one of her messages she
referenced ‘bonbons’ (among other in-
sinuating remarks) which was taking
as code for bombs.

The group was discussing an event to
be held at the Ocean Bank Convoca-
tion Center on April 10 when Saldana
made the provocative remarks.

Her messages alarmed members of
the group chat, which has about 215
members, to the point that they quick-
ly alerted the authorities.

At a bond court hearing on 16 April
Saldana claimed it was all a dumb joke
according to a WSVN-TV report.

The presiding judge Mindy S. Glazer
acknowledged Saldana’s position but
stated that: ”...to an objective person
it is not a joke.” (Dominica News On-
line)

" ELECTION DAY
Thursday,

30 April -

"In times like these, let us keep
strong, steady leadership.”
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South Korean fighter jets collided due to pilots
taking pictures, report finds

South Korean authorities have found
that two fighter jets collided mid-air
in 2021 because the pilots were taking
pictures and videos.

The incident took place while the jets
were on a flight mission in the central
city of Daegu, according to Seoul’s
Board of Audit and Inspection.

The pilots survived with no injuries,
but the collision damaged the planes,
costing the military 880 million won
($596,000; £440,500) in repairs.

One of the pilots, who has since left
the military, was made to pay a fine of
88 million won.

The incident took place because that
pilot had wanted to take photos to
commemorate his last flight with his
military unit.

Taking photos of significant flights
was “a widespread practice among pi-
lots at the time”, the audit board said
in a report published on Wednesday.

The pilot had declared his intent to do
so in a briefing before the flight, ac-
cording to the report.

He was flying the wingman aircraft
and was following the lead aircraft
during the mission. While flying back
to their base, he started taking pictures
using his personal mobile phone.

Upon noticing this, the pilot of the
lead aircraft then asked another pi-
lot on his plane to film a video of the
wingman aircraft.

The wingman pilot then abruptly flew
his jet up higher and flipped it so that
it could be better captured on cam-
era. This manoeuvre brought the two
planes very close to each other.

To avoid a crash, the lead aircraft tried
to rapidly descend. But the two F-15K
jets eventually collided, damaging the
lead aircraft’s left wing and the wing-
man aircraft’s tail stabiliser.

South Korea’s air force suspended the
wingman pilot, who has since left the
military to work for a commercial air-
line.

Subsequently, the air force sought
to fine the wingman pilot 880 million
won to cover the full amount of the

repair costs. When the pilot appealed
against the fine, it prompted an inves-
tigation by the audit board.

The wingman pilot acknowledged his
sudden manoeuvre led to the collision,
but argued that the lead aircraft’s pilot
had “tacitly consented” to the manoeu-
vre since he was aware that filming
was taking place.

The audit board eventually ruled that
the wingman pilot should only pay a
tenth of what the air force sought.

It said that the air force should bear
some responsibility for not properly
regulating pilots’ personal use of cam-
eras.

The board also took into account that
the wingman pilot had a good track re-
cord prior to the incident, and that he
had managed to prevent further dam-
age by promptly commandeering a
safe return of his aircraft to the base.

The report did not mention whether
any action was taken against the other
pilots involved in the incident. (BBC)
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EU approves €90bn loan for Ukraine as pipeline
is turned on ending deadlock

Ukraine says it has re-
sumed pumping Russian oil
through a pipeline into Hun-
gary and Slovakia, bringing
to an end months of dead-
lock over a €90bn (£78bn)
loan seen as vital European
Union support for Kyiv.

Soon afterwards, EU am-
bassadors meeting in Brus-
sels gave preliminary ap-
proval to the loan, as well as
a 20th package of sanctions
on Russia, officials said.

It is now expected to be
signed off on Thursday.

Although the funding was
agreed last December, Hun-
gary’s Viktor Orban slapped
a veto on the payment in
February after Ukraine said
damage caused by a Russian
attack had brought supplies
to a halt.

Ukrainian oil and govern-
ment sources told officials
in Hungary and Slovakia
that pumping had restarted,
hours after the EU ambas-
sadors began discussing the
loan.

Orban had demanded the
oil start flowing again be-
fore the loan could be paid
out, and Ukraine confirmed
the repairs had been com-
pleted on Tuesday.

His election defeat last
Sunday also cleared the air
for the EU, bringing to an
end his 16-year era as prime
minister. Hungary’s next
leader, Péter Magyar, has
prioritised a reset in Buda-
pest’s poor relations with
Brussels.

“Ukraine really needs this
loan and it’s also a sign
that Russia cannot outlast

a3
';‘. |

Ukraine,” EU foreign policy
chief Kaja Kallas said ahead

of the ambassadors’ meet-
ing.

The EU funding has been
described by Ukrainian
Deputy Prime Minister
Taras Kachka as ““a matter of
life and death” for Kyiv, and
two-thirds of it will be spent
on bolstering Ukraine’s de-
fence needs while the rest
will go on broader financial
assistance.

Slovak Economy Minister
Denisa Sakova said she had
been told by energy operator
Ukrtransnaft, which looks
after the Druzhba pipeline
in Ukraine, that pressurising
of the pipeline had begun
on Wednesday morning and
crude oil would start flow-
ing into Slovakia on Thurs-
day, for the first time since
27 January.

The volume of pump-
ing was not yet clear, but
a Ukrainian government
source was quoted as say-
ing that the transit of oil had
begun at 12:35 local time
(09:35 GMT).

Hungarian energy firm Mol
said it expected the first sup-
plies by Thursday at the lat-

est.

Map showing two strands
of a pipeline from Russia
into Europe in red. One
strand goes through Hun-
gary into Ukraine before
connecting to another strand
going into Russia.

Orban, who is acting as
caretaker leader until early
next month, made clear at
the weekend that as soon
as oil deliveries through the
pipeline were restored “we
will no longer stand in the
way of approving the loan”.

In the run-up to Hungary’s

bitterly contested election
this month which Orban lost,
he had accused Ukraine of
imposing an “oil blockade”
on his country and neigh-
bouring Slovakia, claiming
that the EU was working
with Kyiv against him.

Satellite images at the time
suggested substantial dam-
age to a major oil tank at
Brody in western Ukraine
in late January and Kyiv had
insisted that repairs would
take some time, adding that
its engineers had come un-
der Russian attack.

Meanwhile, Ukraine has
also targeted oil facilities

inside Russia, including a
pumping station in Samara
region linked to the Druzhba
pipeline this week.

Orban’s decision to renege

on last December’s agree-
ment to provide Ukraine
with a €90bn loan had in-
furiated EU leaders, who
had agreed to give Hungary,
Slovakia and the Czech Re-
public an opt-out from the
scheme.

The Hungarian leader, long
seen as the EU’s closest part-
ner to Russia’s Vladimir Pu-
tin, made hostility towards
both Ukraine’s Volodymyr
Zelensky and the EU central
to his failed election cam-
paign. Campaign posters
across Hungary portrayed
Zelensky alongside Magyar
with the message: “They are
dangerous!”

Zelensky said late on Tues-
day he had discussed how
the loan would be unblocked
with European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen and the head of the
European Council, Antonio
Costa, who represents the 27
member states.

“There can be no grounds
for blocking it any more,”
Zelensky said. “The EU
asked Ukraine to repair the
Druzhba oil pipeline, which
had been destroyed by Rus-
sia. We have repaired it. We
hope the EU will also de-
liver on the agreed commit-
ments.”

It could still take weeks be-
fore funding arrives in Kyiv,

Ukrainian media report.
(BBC)
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AGS and PMS to clash in schools’ cricket T20 final

The Antigua Grammar School (AGS)
and Princess Margaret School (PMS)
will clash in the final of the Ministry
of Sports Inter-School Under-19 T20
Competition at the Antigua Recreation
Grounds (ARG) on Thursday (today) at
1 pm.

Both teams booked their spots in to-
day’s final by recording commanding
wins in the recent semi-finals.

The Antigua Grammar School crushed
All Saints Secondary School by 183
runs at the Antigua Grammar School.

Opener Leonardo Ducreay slammed
a half-century to help propel Antigua
Grammar School to 215 for two off
their allotted 20 overs after being sent
in to bat.

Ducreay slammed 51 off 46 balls, in-
cluding five fours and two sixes. He
shared an 86-run opening stand with
captain Hosea Roberts, who struck 43
off 22 balls, including six fours and two

sixes.

Ducreay was also involved in a 64-run
second-wicket partnership with Shane
Walsh, who cracked an unbeaten 38 off
42 balls, which included five fours.

Walsh shared an unbroken 65-run
third-wicket partnership with Isaiah
Harris, who hammered 32 off 17 balls,
with six fours. The Antigua Grammar
School’s total was boosted by the con-
tribution of 51 extras, which included
42 wides.

In reply, All Saints Secondary School
was bundled out for just 32 in 11.1
overs. Captain Nasri Brooks was the
only batsman to reach double figures,
with a knock of 18 off 17 balls.

Mark Crawford grabbed five for 12,
while Dante Odlum took two wickets
for three runs, and Dejaunte Spencer
claimed two wickets for nine runs.

The Princess Margaret School record-
ed a seven-wicket victory over Pares

Secondary School in their semi-final af-
fair at the Factory Grounds.

Pares Secondary School was dismissed
for 79 in 18.5 overs after being sent in
to bat. Kadeem George was the only
batsman to reach double figures, hitting
a top- score of 30 off 39 balls.

Elijah Miller grabbed two wickets for
five runs, Janiel Henry claimed two for
10, and Tyran Francis captured two for
15.

Princess Margaret School achieved
victory by scoring 81 for three in 9.1
overs. JQuan Athanaze slammed 33 off
19 balls, including six fours and a six.

Athanaze shared a 48-run second-wick-
et partnership with Tyran Francis, who
scored 13. Kerique Mentore also hit 13
not out for PMS.

Kyan Goodwin, Tyari Tonge, and cap-
tain William Pitman each picked up a
wicket for Pares Secondary School.

Guyana Harpy Eagles crush Winwards Volcanoes

Guyana Harpy Eagles se-
cured their second consecu-
tive victory over the Wind-
ward Islands Volcanoes,
cruising to an emphatic in-
nings and 141-run win on
the third day of their West
Indies Four-Day Champi-
onship clash at the Antigua
Recreation Ground (ARG)
on Tuesday.

Resuming on 361 for eight,
Guyana piled on the runs
to post a commanding 491,
with Veerasammy Permaul
leading the charge with an
unbeaten 82.

He found support through-
out the lower order as the
Harpy Eagles built a total

sult.

The victory follows Guy-
ana’s four-wicket win in the
opening match of the three-
game series, underlining
their dominance in the series.

Summarised Scores: Wind-
ward Islands Volcanoes 151
and 199 in 48.3 overs (Ack-
eem Auguste 91, Kavem
Hodge 27, Stephan Pascal
16, Sunil Ambris 15, Johann
Jeremiah 11, Kenneth Dem-
ber 10 not out; Gudakesh
Motie 5-51, Veerasammy
Permaul 4-20).

Guyana Harpy Eagles 491
in 157.1 overs (Veerasammy
Permaul 82 not out, Kemol
Savory 72, Keemo Paul 56,

that ultimately proved far be-
yond the reach of the Volca-

Veerasammy Permaul

Matthew Nandu 54, Shamar
Joseph 46, Richie Looknauth

noes.
The Windwards faltered
again in their second innings,
bowled out for 199 in just
under 49 overs. Ackeem Au-

guste offered resistance with
a well-played 91, but lacked
sustained support as wickets
fell steadily.

Permaul capped a fine all-

round performance by re-
turning with the ball to claim
four for 20, while Gudakesh
Motie led the attack with five
for 51 to seal a dominant re-

42, Kevlon Anderson 41,
Nial Smith 37, Tagenarine
Chanderpaul 35; Kenneth
Dember 4-113, Shadrack
Descarte 2-67).
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Cornwall questions pitch preparation at SVRS

Leeward Islands Hurricanes assistant
coach Wilden Cornwall did not hold
back in his assessment of the playing
surface at Sir Vivian Richards Stadi-
um (SVRS) in Antigua that was used
in the second match of the Leeward Is-
lands vs Trinidad and Tobago bilateral
series in the 2026 West Indies Four-
Day Championship.

He suggests concerns were evident
from the outset of their second-round
West Indies Four-Day Championship
match, which commenced on Sunday
and was abandoned as a draw due to
a dangerous pitch on the penultimate
day on Tuesday.

“From day one when I turned up
to the venue, I really had my doubts

about the condition and the nature of [

the pitch,” Cornwall said. “The result
tells for itself.”

He believes the surface was not pre-
pared to the standard required for four-
day cricket. “To me, it wasn’t given the
preparation for what a four-day wicket
should look like, and hence, we see so
many players get damaged.”

Cornwall pointed to multiple inci-
dents across both teams, including the
blow to Jeremiah Louis in the fourth
over of play on Tuesday, which trig-
gered discussions and the eventual
abandonment of the match.

Cornwall noted a delivery that reared
up at Rahkeem Cornwall earlier on
Tuesday, and the earlier injury to Jyd
Goolie on the first day of the match.

“The pitch has been misbehaving
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throughout the entire three days. Look
at what’s dominating so far... not tak-
ing anything away from the fast bowl-
ers, but the pitch contributes to a lot
of that.”

He confirmed that Louis had been
taken to hospital after suffering a “real-
ly nasty delivery” but expressed hope
that there was no serious damage.

Despite the setback, Cornwall stressed
the importance of proper playing con-
ditions, especially with players prepar-
ing for upcoming international cricket.

“If we’re playing our best tourna-
ment, we’ve got to give the players the
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best (opportunity) to prepare them-
selves,” he argued.

An update from Cricket West Indies
(CWI) on Wednesday said Jeremiah
Louis was discharged from hospital on
Tuesday evening after his CT scan re-
turned clear results.

CWI also reported that the Leeward
Islands Hurricanes’ medical team, who
have been in ongoing communication
with Cricket West Indies, will monitor
Louis closely over the next 48 hours.

It says a further assessment will be
carries out before the LI Hurricanes
squad is announced for the next match
against the Trinidad and Tobago
Red Force at the Antigua Recreation
Grounds (ARG) on Sunday.

Turning to the Hurricanes’ perfor-
mance thus far this season, Cornwall
admitted improvements are needed,
particularly with the bat.

Across the two matches do far, the
Leewards have had scores of 131, 140
for seven, 138 and 98.

“We have to fix it... the players have
to hold themselves accountable. I
think we can do better,” said Cornwall.

However, he remains optimistic
heading into their next fixture at the
Antigua Recreation Ground, noting
the team’s familiarity with conditions
there.

He said he is expecting to see “vast
improvements” in the final-round en-
counter that will commence on Sun-
day.

Apply
today.
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Chelsea sack Rosenior amid worst scoring
drought in 114 years

Liam Rosenior

LONDON (Reuters) - Chelsea
sacked manager Liam Rosenior on
Wednesday following a catastrophic
run of form that has left the London
club’s Champions League hopes
hanging by a thread while they also
endured their worst goalscoring
drought in over a century.

Rosenior lasted less than four
months in the role after his January
appointment following Enzo Mares-
ca’s departure, becoming the latest
casualty of Chelsea’s turbulent sea-
son after seven defeats in their last
eight matches across all competi-
tions.

Rosenior’s dismissal came a day
after a humiliating 3-0 loss at Brigh-
ton & Hove Albion, which saw the
south-coast club leapfrog Chelsea
into sixth place in the table. Chelsea
are now seven points behind fifth-
placed Liverpool, who have a game
in hand.

“Chelsea Football Club has today
parted company with Head Coach

Liam Rosenior,” the club said in a
statement.

“On behalf of everyone at Chelsea
FC, we would like to place on re-
cord our gratitude to Liam and his
staff for all their efforts during their
time with the Club.

“This has not been a decision the
Club has taken lightly, however re-
cent results and performances have
fallen below the necessary standards
with still so much more to play for
this season.”

The club said Calum McFarlane,
who stepped in as caretaker when
Maresca left, would take charge of
the team as interim head coach until
the end of the season.

The 41-year-old had been brought
in from owners BlueCo’s sister club
Racing Strasbourg on a contract un-
til 2032, tasked with “getting the
season back on track” following
Italian Maresca’s departure on New
Year’s Day.

Rosenior had guided Strasbourg to

European qualification in his debut
season. Yet after an encouraging
start that included an unbeaten Pre-
mier League run with four straight
wins and two draws, Chelsea’s
season spectacularly unravelled in
March.

They crashed out of the Champions
League to Paris St. Germain after an
8-2 aggregate defeat, a bitter pill
to swallow given they had beaten
the French side in last year’s Club
World Cup final.

Chelsea have now lost five league

games in a row without scoring a
single goal -- their worst run since
1912 -- while their only victory in
the past eight matches was a 7-0
thrashing of third-tier Port Vale in
the FA Cup.

Chelsea fans turned on Rosenior
during the second half at Brighton,
calling for his dismissal, and the
manager apologised to the travelling
supporters after the final whistle.

Rosenior later said he could not de-
fend his team’s performance, saying
he was “numb” and “angry” as he
asked the players to look at them-
selves in the mirror.

However, Chelsea defender Trev-
oh Chalobah said the team had “run
their socks off” and the loss had
“nothing to do with effort.”

The defeat appeared to be the final
straw for the Chelsea hierarchy, who
pulled the trigger despite an upcom-
ing FA Cup semi-final against a re-
surgent Leeds United on Sunday.

“As the Club works to bring stabil-
ity to the head coach position, we
will undertake a process of self-re-
flection to make the right long-term
appointment,” Chelsea added.
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Hurricane Power Athletics Club announces record
turnout for 5th Annual 10K/5K Run & Walk and 2K

Kids Competition

The Hurricane Power Athletics Club reports a record number of entries for its Sth Annual
10K/5K Run & Walk and 2K Kids competition, set for Sunday, 26 April 2026. The event
starts at 6:30 a.m from the YASCO Grounds.

Course

- Start/finish: YASCO Grounds

- Route: Up Old Parham Road — right onto Sir Sibley Wallen Highway — left onto Fac-
tory Road — return via the same route.

Registration fees

- Ages 16 and up: $30

- Under 16: $20

- Age 12 and under: $15

Prizes
- Awards for overall winners and multiple age groups
- Special prizes for largest group, and top Club, School and Business entries

Who should participate

- Professional and recreational distance runners
- Hiking and sporting clubs

- Schools, businesses and fitness enthusiasts

- Families and walkers

For more information or to register, contact:
- Phone: 728-0433 / 773-2089 / 725-8011
- Email: hurricanepowcl@gmail.com

Come out and join us for a healthier you and a fitter nation.
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Flyers retain ABBA’s Division 1 League title

The EZ Fit Flyers retained the Di-
vision 1 League title for the third
consecutive year in the Antigua and
Barbuda Basketball Association’s
(ABBA) domestic season at the JSC
Sports Complex on Tuesday eve-
ning.

The Flyers, who are also the reign-
ing three-peat Division 1 playoff
champions, clinched the title in the

eight-team round-robin league com-
petition by recording their 11th win
in their quota of 14 games with a
128-36 drubbing of the bottom team,
the Navigators, in the final game at
the JSC Sports Complex.

Daniel Perez produced 34 points,
seven assists, and six rebounds, and
TJ Williams produced 25 points,
11 rebounds, eight assists, and six

steals as the main performers for the
Flyers.

In support, Nicholas Moore pro-
vided 23 points, 13 rebounds, and
five assists; Javonte Daley contrib-
uted 17 points, eight assists, and six
rebounds; and Kwame Brathwaite
chipped in with 10 points, 11 re-
bounds, and five assists for the Fly-
ers.

Raheem Sawyer sank 12 points, and
Tyreke Lewis scored nine points for
the Navigators, who finished their
league campaign winless and at the
bottom of the eight-team standings
by virtue of losing all 14 matches.

The result also means that Da Proj-
ect finished in second place, hav-
ing completed their quota of 14
round-robin league matches with a
record of 10 wins and four losses.

All eight teams will now switch
their focus to the ABBA Division 1
playoffs, which are slated to com-
mence at the JSC Sports Complex
on Wednesday, May 5.

Meanwhile, Ramco Pharmacy
Fearless Crew claimed their seventh
win in 13 games after being award-
ed victory via default against Square
One Construction Cristos United,
who failed to show up for their en-
counter at the JSC Sports Complex
on Tuesday evening.

The result means that Cristos Unit-
ed finished their campaign winless
and at the bottom of the nine-team
round-robin Division 2 league stand-
ings by virtue of suffering defeat in
their quota of 16 games.

Editor: Everton Barnes. Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua
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