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A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday
Prime Minister Gaston Browne (left) greeted Dr.Martin Kofi Danso who presented him with a Peace 
Award for his advocacy for peace and an end to all hostilities wherever they occur internationally 
and for the Caribbean region to remain a Zone of Peace
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Local News

Fresh from the impressive elec-
toral victory on Monday where 
its candidate, Randy Baltimore 
imposed a heavy defeat against 
the opposition candidate, Alex 
Browne, the Antigua and Barbu-
da Labour Party will convene a 
convention in April, 2026.
The announcement by the par-

ty’s Political Leader and Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne did not 
give a specific date in the month 
but already he is urging the par-
ty’s various branches and affiliate 
groups to begin preparation for 
the event.
The convention is expected to 

confirm the party’s slate of can-
didates for general elections, con-
stitutionally due in 2028. Along 
with finalizing the party’s slate, 
the convention will also elect 

officers to fill the key positions 
within the top level of the organi-
zation as well as the senior exec-
utive committee and the board of 
trustees.
In preparation for the conven-

tion, all seventeen branches of the 
party are expected to meet to de-
cide on the 15-delegates who will 

comprise their respective ‘official 
delegates’. These are the persons 
who will be authorized to vote for 
the various positions that are be-
ing contested.
Informed sources indicate that 

there is likely to be a primary 
held in Barbuda to select a can-
didate for general elections. The 
sources say there are as many as 
four persons who have indicated 
an interest in being selected as the 
candidate; two have been identi-
fied – Senator Knackcynta Nedd-
Charles and Bernard Christian. 
The names of the other two are to 
be disclosed shortly.
The candidates for the sixteen 

seats on Antigua have been iden-
tified and will be ratified at the 
convention.

ABLP To Hold A Convention In April

Political Leader and Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne
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Political historian and former United 
Progressive Party MP Bertrand Joseph 
is predicting troubling times ahead for 
the opposition following the outcome 
of the St. Philip North by-election held 
on Monday.
The veteran politician who served in 

the Baldwin Spencer administration 
says the result of the special election is 
part of a broader downward trend for 
the party that could have far-reaching 
implications for Antigua and Barbu-
da’s political landscape.
According to Joseph, the decisive 

victory by the Antigua and Barbuda 
Labour Party came as no surprise, but 
the scale of the margin has deepened 
concerns about the viability of the 
United Progressive Party.
“There was no doubt in terms of the 

outcome of this election,” Joseph not-
ed. “What we were in doubt about was 
the final margin of victory for the An-
tigua and Barbuda Labour Party.”
That margin, he detailed, tells a wor-

rying story for the opposition, adding 
Alex Browne saw a significant drop in 
support compared to previous perfor-
mances, falling from over 600 votes 
in an earlier contest to 406 in this 
by-election.
“That is something that the party has 

to take a serious look at,” he said, de-
scribing the development as part of 
a “precipitous decline” for the UPP 
since the by-election held in Saint Pe-
ter on 14th January, 2025.
Joseph cautioned that the implica-

tions extend well beyond a single con-
stituency. “This is not just about St. 
Philip North,” he stressed. “It speaks 
to the broader political landscape in 
Antigua and Barbuda.”
He also pointed to the strategic ap-

proach adopted by the ABLP, arguing 
that the governing party treated the 
by-election as a national referendum 
rather than a localised contest.
“The Antigua and Barbuda Labour 

Party understood that this election had 
implications for the next general elec-

tion,” he said. “They were not going 
to leave it to the branch alone. They 

brought in the full machinery to ensure 
that the victory was not just a win, but 
a statement.”
That statement, he added, is intended 

to resonate across the electorate, rein-
forcing the perception of strength and 
continuity within the ruling party.
By contrast, the former politician 

suggested the UPP failed to mount an 
equally forceful response, missing an 
opportunity to counter the narrative 
and reassure supporters that its 2023 
general election performance was not 
an anomaly.
“They needed to move in full force 

to make a similar statement,” he said. 
“They have not made that point.”
With the next general election on the 

horizon, Bertrand Joseph believes the 
by-election result could influence vot-
er sentiment nationwide, potentially 
shaping perceptions of momentum, 
leadership, and electability.

Former MP Says UPP Support Declining Further

former United Progressive Party MP Ber-
trand Joseph
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Local News

Antigua and Barbuda is seriously 
considering establishing a physical 
presence on the African continent by 
opening an embassy or a mission in 

the Nigerian capital, Abuja.
Making the announcement, Foreign 

Affairs Minister, E.P Chet Greene said 
the matter has been under considering 
by the government for some time and 
that an attempt was made some years 
ago with the appointment of a repre-
sentative – Wallace Williams – to head 
the mission.
“It didn’t quite work in the manner in 

which we wanted it to and I have since 
journeyed to Abuja two years ago to 
restart the process. I talked to the then 
foreign minister about how best we 
can advance the arrangements,” Min-
ister Greene reported.
According to the minister one of the 

challenges has been that Williams has 
still been presenting himself as the 
Antigua and Barbuda representative, 
but has done ‘nothing to achieve the 
goals which the government has estab-
lished’.

“The Antigua and Barbuda govern-
ment is desirous of establishing a mis-
sion in Nigeria at its capital, Abuja, so 
that we can explore and expand the 
ambitions of the government to have 
improved trade relations with African 
countries. We like to be first movers; 
we want to be the heart, the hub of the 
Africa-Caribbean connection,” Minis-
ter Greene stated.
Already, Antigua and Barbuda has 

successful wooed African investments 
with the Air Peace agreement where 
that Nigerian airline has invested mil-
lions of dollars in the Antigua and Bar-
buda-based carrier, Liat Air.
Recently, the Ministry of Health 

signed an agreement with the gov-
ernment of Ghana through which the 
services of over one hundred nurses 
have been secured and who are now 
deployed within the local healthcare 
system.

Antigua and Barbuda Eyes Opening An Embassy In Nigeria

Foreign Affairs Minister, E.P Chet Greene
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Local News

Prime Minister Gaston Browne’s ad-
vocacy for an end to all conflicts wher-
ever they are taking place around the 
world and in particular, his call for the 
Caribbean to remain a Zone of Peace, 
has not gone unnoticed.
That’s because the International As-

sociation of World Peace Advocates, 
has presented the prime minister with 
a Peace Award for his unrelenting ad-
vocacy for an end to hostilities every-
where noting that no good comes from 

wars, only death and destruction.
PM Browne was presented with the 

award by Dr. Martin Kofi Danso, Emi-
nent Peace Ambassador of IAWPA.
Dr. Danso also presented to the prime 

minister a proposal for a strategic part-
nership between his organisation and 
the Antigua and Barbuda government. 
It covers such things as an aviation 
corridor linking Antigua and Barbuda 
with direct flights to and from the Afri-

can continent as well as the opening of 
trade routes between Antigua and Bar-
buda and by extension, the Caribbean, 
with Ghana.
During the exchange, Dr. Danso also 

presented PM Browne with a tradition-
al African outfit from Ghana, which 
the prime minister was happy to wear 
with pride thereby reinforcing his Pan 
African bona fides. 

PM Browne Presented With Peace Award
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Local News

Following the launch of its 2026 
Community Gardens and Beautifi-
cation Festival, the Community De-
velopment and Citizens Engagement 
Division is organizing a series of 
workshops for those who will partic-
ipate in the festival.
The workshops, an exciting series 

of interactive sessions designed to in-
spire communities to cultivate greener 
spaces, healthier lifestyles, and great-
er environmental awareness are being 
held over the course of the second half 
of the month of March and into April.
Coordinator of the Festival, Dwan-

nia Lake, said participants will have 

the opportunity to learn valuable gar-
dening and sustainability skills from 
experienced facilitators. The Antigua 
workshop series started on Tuesday 
this week with a Backyard Garden 
workshop at the Multipurpose Center, 
where participants were exposed to 
practical tips for starting and maintain-
ing productive home gardens. 
This afternoon (Thursday) the ses-

sions move to the Department of the 
Environment where a Horticulture 
workshop will commence offering 
guidance on plant care and sustainable 
landscaping. 
Next Tuesday at Indies Green, partic-

ipants can explore innovative growing 
methods during sessions focusing on 
Hydroponics and Aquaponics. The 
Antigua sessions conclude next Thurs-
day at the Multipurpose Center with a 
Pest Control workshop that will share 
effective strategies for protecting gar-
dens naturally. 
The workshops move to Barbuda 

with a Horticulture workshop on April 
21 at Abundant Life Ministries, fol-
lowed by a Health Talk on April 22 at 
the same venue, highlighting the con-
nection between gardening, nutrition, 
and wellness. 
The series culminates with a Com-

Community Division Organizes Workshops 
For Backyard Gardeners
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munity Health Fair on April 23 at 9:00 
AM at Madison Square, bringing to-
gether residents, health professionals, 
and community organizations for a 
morning dedicated to healthy living 
and community engagement. 

According to Lake these workshops 
form an important part of the Com-
munity Gardens and Beautification 
Festival’s mission to empower resi-
dents, strengthen community pride, 
and encourage sustainable practices 
that contribute to cleaner, greener, and 

healthier communities across Antigua 
and Barbuda. Residents of all ages are 
encouraged to attend, learn, and be 
inspired to play their part in beautify-
ing their surroundings while building 
stronger, more resilient communities. 

Local News
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Spearheaded by the Ministry of 
Health and the Environment, Antigua 
and Barbuda joined the global com-
munity in observing World Recycling 
Day on Wednesday, in collaboration 
with the National Solid Waste Man-
agement Authority.
This observance highlights the im-

portance of improving how waste is 
managed, protecting the environment, 
and encouraging more responsible 
practices at both the individual and 
community levels. It also serves as a 
reminder of the role each citizen can 
play in reducing waste and maintain-

ing cleaner surroundings.
Minister of Health, and Environment, 

Sir Molwyn Joseph, emphasized the 
importance of collective responsibil-
ity, stating, “Recycling is not just an 
environmental practice; it is a national 
responsibility that requires the partici-
pation of every citizen in safeguarding 
the future of Antigua and Barbuda.”
He further noted, “Through strong 

partnerships and sustained public en-
gagement, we can build a culture of 
environmental responsibility that sup-
ports both our people and our planet.”

This observance also aligns with the 
ongoing national clean-up campaign 
being undertaken by the National Sol-
id Waste Management Authority. The 
Ministry encourages residents to par-
ticipate where possible by joining or 
organizing community and household 
clean-up efforts to help keep their sur-
roundings clean and healthy.
The Ministry remains committed to 

working with partners to strengthen 
public awareness and promote practi-
cal steps toward improved waste man-
agement across Antigua and Barbuda.

Local News
Antigua and Barbuda Observes World Recycling Day
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Local News

World Kidney Day 
Team, the Antigua and 
Barbuda Samaritan So-
ciety, supported by Sir 
Lester Bird Medical 
Center, and Medical 
Benefits Scheme – has 
launched Kidney Dis-
ease Pilot Project in 
Barbuda. 
The team said as it re-

flects on a meaningful 
and impactful initiative 
focused on education, 

screening, and preven-
tion, it was grateful for 
the opportunity to have 
engaged with the Bar-
buda community and to 
promote better kidney 
health.
“A key reminder; the 

main causes of kidney 
disease are diabetes and 
hypertension. Manag-
ing your blood sugar, 
blood pressure, and 
making positive life-

style changes can sig-
nificantly reduce your 
risk.
“A balanced diet is 

essential — choosing 
healthier options and 
following the six Carib-
bean food groups can go 
a long way in protect-
ing your kidneys and 
overall health,” team 
members told Barbuda 
residents.

The residents were 
urged to stay hydrated, 
stay active, and make 
smart choices every 
day.
“Thank you, Barbu-

da, for welcoming us! 
It was a pleasure serv-
ing your community 
and working together 
towards a healthier fu-
ture,” the team stated in 
a social media post.

Kidney Disease Pilot Project in Barbuda
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Local News

A new board of directors has assumed 
office at the Environmental Awareness 
Group (EAG) with the Ministry of 
Health and the Environment among 
the first to offer congratulations.

 In a statement, the Ministry of Health 
and Environment extended what it 
termed ‘heartfelt’ congratulations to 
all newly appointed members of the 
Board of the Environmental Aware-

ness Group (EAG).
The Ministry takes particular pride 

in recognizing Garth Simon of the 
Department of Environment on his 
appointment to the Board. As a val-
ued member of the Department, Si-
mon has consistently demonstrated a 
strong commitment to environmental 
protection, sustainable development, 
and national resilience. His work has 
contributed meaningfully to advanc-
ing Antigua and Barbuda’s environ-
mental agenda, and his appointment is 
a reflection of both his expertise and 
dedication to service.
The Environmental Awareness 

Group, established in 1988, is one of 
the country’s leading non-governmen-
tal organizations focused on conser-
vation and environmental advocacy. 
Over the years, the EAG has played a 
pivotal role in biodiversity protection, 
environmental education, and ecosys-
tem restoration. Its work in offshore 
island restoration and the protection 
of endangered species, including the 
Antiguan racer snake, has earned both 
regional and international recognition.
While the Ministry warmly congrat-

ulates all members appointed to the 
Board and acknowledges the collec-
tive expertise they bring, it is espe-
cially pleased to highlight Simon’s 
achievement as a representative of the 
Department of Environment. 
The Ministry wishes the Board every 

success in its continued efforts and 
looks forward to the positive impact of 
its work in preserving and protecting 
the natural environment of Antigua 
and Barbuda for generations to come.

Ministry of Health, Environment Welcomes New EAG Board
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DevOps Engineer – AI & Automation
Reporting to: Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Join a forward-looking organization leveraging AI and automation to drive operational excellence. A reputa-
ble organization is seeking to recruit a DevOps Engineer – AI & Automation to design, deploy, and maintain 
secure and scalable automation systems. 
The successful candidate will work with modern AI technologies, workflow automation platforms, and 
cloud-native infrastructure to support operational efficiency and automation across internal processes.
This role requires experience with Kubernetes, workflow automation platforms, and API integrations, as well 
as the ability to work within secure or restricted environments.
Key Responsibilities
•	 Develop and implement AI strategies to align with business objectives and automation initiatives.
•	 Build and maintain AI-driven automation workflows that support operational processes.
•	 Develop and manage workflow automation using platforms such as n8n or similar tools.
•	 Integrate AI services and internal systems through secure APIs.
•	 Deploy and manage containerized services using Kubernetes and DevOps practices.
•	 Maintain system monitoring, documentation, and operational procedures.
•	 Ensure systems operate in accordance with security and governance standards.
Required Qualifications
•	 Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science, Software Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, or a related field 
(or equivalent experience).
•	 Minimum 3 years’ experience in DevOps, software engineering, or AI systems development.
•	 Hands-on experience with Kubernetes and containerized applications.
•	 Experience with workflow automation platforms (e.g., n8n, Zapier, Make, or similar).
•	 Experience integrating AI or LLM APIs into operational systems.
•	 Strong knowledge of API development, REST services, and system integrations.
•	 Experience with version control systems (Git) and CI/CD pipelines.
Preferred Skills
•	 Experience developing AI agents or intelligent automation workflows.
•	 Familiarity with vector databases and retrieval-augmented generation (RAG).
•	 Experience building secure systems handling sensitive data.
•	 Knowledge of data protection frameworks.
Key Competencies
•	 Strong analytical and problem-solving skills
•	 Attention to security and operational standards
•	 Ability to translate operational needs into automation solutions
•	 Effective documentation and communication skills
•	 Collaborative approach across technical and operational teams
Selection Process

Shortlisted candidates may be required to present a technical proof of concept demonstrating their ability to 
design and implement AI-driven automation solutions relevant to the role.

Application Process

Applications should be submitted to hrtalentmanagement268@gmail.com no later than 20th March 2026
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Feature

By Zoë Carlton
In 2019, Team Antigua Island 

Girls — Christal Clashing, Elvira 
Bell, Kevinia Francis, and Samara 
Emmanuel — etched their names 
into history, breaking records as 
they rowed across the Atlantic from 
La Gomera to Nelson’s Dockyard 
in Antigua in the Talisker Whisky 
Challenge. After 47 grueling days 
at sea, the largest flotilla of small 
boats ever seen in Antigua surged 
to meet them outside the Pillars 
of Hercules. Horns blared, cheers 
thundered across the water. “The 
dockyard was so packed, they 
probably couldn’t fit another per-
son,” one spectator recalled. And 
yet, after weeks of battling storms, 
exhaustion, and the open ocean it-
self, the rowers’ verdict was chill-
ingly simple: “Never again.”
Samara added with typical Samar 

humour, “If I ever do this again, 
please punch me in the face — the 
girls are only a punch away.”
In 2022, Kevinia Francis planted 

a tempting idea: a visit to Hawaii. 
Sun, shopping, and beaches tempt-
ed the crew; what Kevinia con-
veniently forgot to mention was. 
“we’re rowing” and the mutiny that 
never was born. After all, they had 
rowed the Atlantic, how hard could 
it be?  The answer was summed up 
by Samara: “Horrible, incredibly 
scary, and mind-blowing.”
Sadly, Elvira had to pull out, leav-

ing Christal, Kevinia, and Samara 
to rework rotations on a boat de-
signed for four. Freezing nights, 
relentless storms and waves taller 
than the boat battered them. Sea 
sickness left the trio weak and ex-
hausted. At one point, Christal suf-
fered serious hallucinations, unable 

to row and questioning the whole 
journey. “I didn’t know if I was 
dreaming or dying,” she admitted. 
Yet the team pushed on, refusing 
any rescue.
With strong winds blowing them 

off course, the race organisers of-
fered to rescue them near the finish 
line. The girls’ response? “Hell no! 
We’re kick-ass women — we’re 
finishing this.”. Against 18 hours of 
brutal winds and punishing tides, 
they battled to bring the boat back 
on course — and succeeded.
The trio completed the 2023 

World’s Toughest Row – Pacific, 
covering 2,800 nautical miles from 
California to Hawaii in 41 days, 7 
hours, and 5 minutes.

This week at the Antigua Yacht 
Club, the Island Girls dramatized 
the journey. The evening opened 
with the national anthem on steel 
drums, played by Jahfari Hazel-
wood, setting the tone for an un-
forgettable night. Vaughn and com-
pany delivered thundering drums, 

while dancers from Shiva School 
of Dance — Nayima, Naliyah, and 
Zoe — brought the waves, storms 
and triumphs to life. DJ Riddim 
Master (Darin Byron) kept the en-
ergy alive as music, dance, and the-
atre combined to immerse the audi-
ence in the crew’s journey.
Guests sampled the team’s delec-

table  “onboard cuisine” — sticky 
coffee pudding, caramel sponge,  
chicken stroganoff - “sounds great, 
but it all tastes like cardboard” said 
Cristal; a verdict with which the 
audience could only agree! 
Their verdict on the experience?  

“Absolutely horrible… never ever, 
ever, want to do it again. Never 
again.”
The evening celebrated courage, 

grit, and island spirit — drama, mu-
sic, and dance combining to show 
what it really takes to make history 
on the world’s oceans. As the Is-
land Girls echoed “never again,” 
they reminded the audience, there 
are still five more oceans left to 
conquer.

Island Girls Relive Epic Pacific Row at Antigua Yacht Club
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Feature

By Garfield Joseph, MBA
I recently attended the Commonwealth 
Investment Conference Network in 
the United Kingdom, where represen-
tatives from across Commonwealth 
nations gathered to discuss strategies 
for attracting investment. The con-
versations were educational, collab-
orative, and candid: every country is 
competing for a share of the invest-
ment pie, and our success depends on 
the strength of our value proposition.
Competing for Investment: What It 
Really Means
When we say “every country is fight-
ing for a piece of the pie,” it is more 
than a metaphor. Investors weigh mul-
tiple factors before committing capi-
tal:

♦♦ Scale of the market – Larger popu-
lations often mean bigger consumer 
bases.
♦♦ Risk profile – Vulnerability to cli-
mate change, political instability, or 
debt burdens can deter investment.
♦♦ Ease of doing business – Investors 
want efficiency, transparency, and 
speed.

For small developing states like An-
tigua and Barbuda, these challenges 
are magnified. Limited scale can mean 
higher costs, while climate risks add 
uncertainty. Yet, the lesson is clear: in-
vestment growth does not happen by 
osmosis. It requires deliberate strate-
gies, visionary leadership, and a work-
force equipped with the skills to deliv-
er world-class service.
Guyana’s Oil Boom vs. Our Path
At the conference, my colleague from 
Guyana shared how their nation is le-
veraging oil wealth to attract invest-
ment and strengthen ties with the UK. 
Guyana’s story is remarkable—rapid 
GDP growth averaging nearly 47% 
annually since 2022, oil production 
surpassing 600,000 barrels per day, 
and billions in foreign direct invest-
ment flowing in.
Antigua and Barbuda, by compari-
son, does not have oil wealth to fuel 
growth. But what we do have is resil-

ience, discipline, and vision. Despite 
limited resources, we have:
♦♦ Improved our standing on the Hu-
man Development Index (HDI) 
– Antigua and Barbuda ranks 54th 
globally and 2nd highest in the 
Caribbean, reflecting progress in 
education, healthcare, and quality of 
life. The HDI measures life expec-
tancy, years of schooling, and in-
come per capita. Our strong ranking 
shows that deliberate investment in 
people—not just infrastructure—has 
paid off.
♦♦ Managed our debt-to-GDP ratio 
responsibly – At around 62% in 
2024, our debt burden is at its lowest 
in decades, giving us fiscal space to 
invest in infrastructure, education, 
and innovation.
♦♦ Hosted the SIDS Conference in 
2024, positioning ourselves as a 
leader in climate and development 
dialogue.
♦♦ Prepared to host CHOGM (Com-
monwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting), which will place Antigua 
and Barbuda firmly on the global 
stage, creating opportunities for in-
vestment, tourism, and international 
partnerships.

Jamaica’s Trade Surplus with the 
UK

Antigua and Barbuda: Protecting Gains, Positioning 
for Global Opportunity-Small State, Big Vision  
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Another example from within the 
Commonwealth is Jamaica, which 
currently enjoys a trade surplus with 
the United Kingdom. A trade sur-
plus means that Jamaica exports more 
goods and services to the UK than it 
imports from them. In practical terms, 
this strengthens Jamaica’s economy, 
boosts foreign exchange earnings, and 
demonstrates the value of building 
strong bilateral trade relationships.
For Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica’s 
success is a reminder that even without 
oil wealth, nations can carve out nich-
es in global trade by leveraging their 
strengths—whether in agriculture, 
services, or specialized industries. It 
shows that deliberate trade strategies, 
combined with investment attraction, 
can yield tangible benefits.
Nikki Beach: A Case Study in Con-
fidence
One example of investor confidence 
in Antigua and Barbuda is the interest 
shown by Nikki Beach, a world-class 
luxury lifestyle and hospitality brand. 
Their investment intentions in our 
twin-island state signal that Antigua 
and Barbuda is seen as a destination 
worthy of high-end, global recogni-
tion. Such brands do not invest light-
ly—they look for stability, service 
excellence, and a value proposition 
that aligns with their clientele. Nikki 
Beach’s interest underscores that our 
efforts to build a competitive, attrac-
tive environment are bearing fruit.
The Human Factor: Our Achilles 
Heel
Technology and brand investments 
alone cannot solve everything. In 
my view, our Achilles heel has long 
been the absence of a fully functional 
training and development framework, 
coupled with a limited commercial 
mindset within the public service. Bu-
reaucracy slows down business. And 
while policies and guidelines are nec-
essary to ensure compliance with local 
laws, we must find faster ways to pro-

vide the service our customers need.
Imagine a public service where ev-
ery employee has access to “how-to” 
guides, clear performance outcomes, 
and regular upskilling opportunities. 
The difference would be transforma-
tive—not just for investors, but for cit-
izens who rely on government services 
daily.
We are only as strong as our weakest 
link. By strengthening human resourc-
es, we safeguard past gains and posi-
tion ourselves for future success.
Looking Ahead – A Rallying Call
The global economy will continue to 
face cycles of boom and bust, shaped 
by political and ideological disrup-
tions. But with a renewed mindset, 
visionary leadership, and a culture 
of continuous improvement, Antigua 

and Barbuda can ride these waves and 
emerge stronger.
We may not have oil like Guyana, or 
a trade surplus like Jamaica, but we 
have something equally powerful: the 
determination to protect our gains, 
grow deliberately, and position our-
selves as a best-in-class destination to 
invest, work, and live.
Now is the time for policymakers, 
business leaders, and citizens alike to 
unite around a shared vision of service 
excellence, human capital investment, 
and global competitiveness. By lifting 
our game together, Antigua and Bar-
buda will not only protect the gains 
of the past but also secure a brighter, 
more prosperous future for genera-
tions to come.  Let us all do our part 
to make this dream a reality.
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Regional News

“Volunteers from three continents 
are set to converge in Havana this 
weekend, with more than 20 tonnes 
of food, medicine and solar equip-
ment for Cuban communities hit by 
a brutal US blockade.
Activists from more than a dozen 

countries have signed up to partic-
ipate in the Nuestra America Con-
voy, which will see Irish rap trio 
Kneecap and American streamer 
Hasan Piker join journalists, politi-
cians and high-profile participants 

of last year’s Gaza aid flotilla in Ha-
vana on 21 March.
Alongside up to half a dozen boats 

that will sail across the Caribbean 
Sea from Mexico on Thursday, two 
charter flights are scheduled to ar-
rive later this week, while hundreds 
of ordinary people carrying suit-
cases packed with medicines have 
booked tickets on commercial air-
lines from around the world.
While the US has had some form of 

blockade on Cuba since the 1950s, 
Donald Trump has significantly es-
calated it by threatening to impose 
tariffs on any country that sells fuel 
to the island nation, leading to wide-
spread blackouts and disruption to 
the delivery of food and the produc-
tion and distribution of medicine. 
Even everyday essentials such as 
toothpaste, soap, shampoo and baby 
food are now difficult to obtain, 
plunging the country into humani-
tarian crisis.
Organisers say the largest charter 

flight alone will carry more than 
£300,000 of aid, including food, 
medicines, surgical equipment and 
hygiene supplies, to be distributed 
by Cuban civil society organisations 
and directly to hospitals and clinics 
across the island. The convoy will 
also deliver nearly £400,000 worth 
of solar panels and generators.
In a statement, Islington North 

MP Jeremy Corbyn condemned 
the blockade. “For more than six 
decades, the US blockade has tried 
to suffocate the Cuban example - 
a country that, despite relentless 
economic pressure, built universal 
healthcare and life expectancy com-
parable to or higher than the United 
States,” he said. “Now the Trump 
administration is escalating that 
siege in an attempt to break Cuba 
altogether.
“People across the world must 

stand with the Cuban people, op-
pose these punitive policies, and 
demand the right of every nation to 
live, develop, and determine its own 
future free from intimidation.” No-
vara Media
Hoping the Caribbean is represent-

ed.

Volunteers to converge on Cuba to help 
with the humanitarian crisis
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Regional News

The  Caribbean Development 
Bank  (CDB/the Bank) in collabora-
tion with the Government of Haiti, has 
launched the Quality Enhancement in 
Public Education II (QEPE II) Project, 
a major investment designed to im-
prove access to quality education and 
strengthen learning outcomes across 
Haiti, particularly for children in poor 
and vulnerable communities. The 
initiative will be financed through a 
US$13 million grant from CDB’s Spe-
cial Development Fund  resources, 
with an additional US$1.7 million 
provided by the Government as coun-
terpart funding.
Building on the achievements of the 

first QEPE project, QEPE II will pro-
vide direct support to 16,000 students 
and 700 educators through a compre-
hensive package of interventions in-
cluding school feeding and nutrition, 
tuition waivers, gender-responsive 
support programmes, Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) 
equipment, instructional materials, 
and professional development for 
teachers and school leaders. The proj-
ect will also support the upgrade and 
operationalisation of an e-learning 
platform for secondary students, en-
abling continuity of learning despite 
socio-political disruptions.
Speaking at the launch,  Dr. Martin 

Baptiste, Division Chief, Social Sector 
Division, CDB, emphasised the signif-
icance of the initiative, saying  “Edu-
cation remains one of the most power-
ful tools for resilience, social stability, 

and long-term development. QEPE II 
is a critical investment in Haiti’s fu-
ture, helping to ensure that children 
- regardless of their circumstances - 
have access to safe, supportive, and 
high-quality learning environments.”
Mr. Yves Roblin, Director General, 

Ministry of National Education and 
Vocational Training (MENFP), Hai-
ti welcomed the support and highlight-
ed its timely impact, saying  “Amid 
challenges faced by our country, 
QEPE II provides vital support to keep 
our schools functioning and to uphold 
the right to education for all Haitian 
children. This partnership with CDB 
strengthens our capacity, improves re-
sources in our classrooms, and helps 
us deliver better outcomes for students 
across the nation.”
The project directly supports the Gov-

ernment’s Decennial Education Sector 
Plan (2022 - 2032) and reinforces na-
tional priorities such as school health 
and nutrition, expanded access, and im-
proved governance. It also aligns with 
CDB’s Country Engagement Strategy 
for Haiti (2023 - 2025), which identi-
fies human capital development - and 
specifically education quality and ac-
cess - as a central pillar for achieving 
sustainable growth. Consistent with 
CDB’s objective of building social 
resilience through transformational 
education, the intervention advances 
key goals related to poverty reduction, 
gender equality, and inclusive devel-
opment.
The Bank remains committed to sup-

porting Haiti’s long-term development 
and strengthening educational oppor-
tunity for the country’s young learners.

CDB Launches Initiative to Strengthen 
Learning Outcomes in Haiti

https://lurwdoxab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P40cTpSzjrfJTo5ntwD1Jz-5K40dCkEUsZoges5Sd4ojt2o5T1sWctiu1jGH6n2Zlunwmd282ErvimB8DgCakqr0Zs1tzXbWksvoyTI5i92vWdO2lR3GowYgflgiGsCxNWufzlbeV9RDMw8hVb0UnfR4YOxXZE7k&c=4Ekj8_S-9M6HI5PRf0hSGW9xBwYsj6jxF0x4D2QozGYKp5recS58nA==&ch=VwXCbRwttMnrYMQxbp8ZbGf90jpqVTg240DMLB-MQRqkq4ZyJFyOlw==
https://lurwdoxab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P40cTpSzjrfJTo5ntwD1Jz-5K40dCkEUsZoges5Sd4ojt2o5T1sWctiu1jGH6n2Zlunwmd282ErvimB8DgCakqr0Zs1tzXbWksvoyTI5i92vWdO2lR3GowYgflgiGsCxNWufzlbeV9RDMw8hVb0UnfR4YOxXZE7k&c=4Ekj8_S-9M6HI5PRf0hSGW9xBwYsj6jxF0x4D2QozGYKp5recS58nA==&ch=VwXCbRwttMnrYMQxbp8ZbGf90jpqVTg240DMLB-MQRqkq4ZyJFyOlw==
https://lurwdoxab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P40cTpSzjrfJTo5ntwD1Jz-5K40dCkEUsZoges5Sd4ojt2o5T1sWcjC6EbMe4-0hbleBMmrdyaUAzJUupSZiMhVPPG3UWTxQ9sWbD__-WLpLb_prxwi3X1Ez8_LovkocyJIGqS8K1z-JjkuYn6DU2-z7SCLE3a5i&c=4Ekj8_S-9M6HI5PRf0hSGW9xBwYsj6jxF0x4D2QozGYKp5recS58nA==&ch=VwXCbRwttMnrYMQxbp8ZbGf90jpqVTg240DMLB-MQRqkq4ZyJFyOlw==
https://lurwdoxab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P40cTpSzjrfJTo5ntwD1Jz-5K40dCkEUsZoges5Sd4ojt2o5T1sWcvfkT5RzeRF32EguHqi0IbOCy3OGaYDDYqF8eR-USPILBs1uKvejbGIaCRJq9ppwKpyZAJXCRugUfsGoOjoE6aOUHfEOPXBnCsQpmMDkihLErdcn1B3sSq8DpkuPiDQZhCW8hsimeF4MIPR0HNwmBW9BGeSuHWsiXQ==&c=4Ekj8_S-9M6HI5PRf0hSGW9xBwYsj6jxF0x4D2QozGYKp5recS58nA==&ch=VwXCbRwttMnrYMQxbp8ZbGf90jpqVTg240DMLB-MQRqkq4ZyJFyOlw==
https://lurwdoxab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P40cTpSzjrfJTo5ntwD1Jz-5K40dCkEUsZoges5Sd4ojt2o5T1sWcvfkT5RzeRF32EguHqi0IbOCy3OGaYDDYqF8eR-USPILBs1uKvejbGIaCRJq9ppwKpyZAJXCRugUfsGoOjoE6aOUHfEOPXBnCsQpmMDkihLErdcn1B3sSq8DpkuPiDQZhCW8hsimeF4MIPR0HNwmBW9BGeSuHWsiXQ==&c=4Ekj8_S-9M6HI5PRf0hSGW9xBwYsj6jxF0x4D2QozGYKp5recS58nA==&ch=VwXCbRwttMnrYMQxbp8ZbGf90jpqVTg240DMLB-MQRqkq4ZyJFyOlw==
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Regional News

Barbados has once more welcomed a 
team of doctors, nurses and specialists 
from the People’s Republic of China, 
marking the eighth cohort of medical 
professionals to assist at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital (QEH)  since 2016.
The cohort was welcomed to the 

QEH recently by a team of officials 
led by Minister of Health and Wellness 
Senator Lisa Cummins and QEH chief 
executive officer Neil Clarke.

Their arrival was also marked by do-
nations of equipment made to the hos-
pital including operating tables, infant 
warmers, surgical operating equip-
ment and UV disinfectant lamps, val-
ued over $136 000. 
Ambassador of the People’s Republic 

of China, Zheng Bingkai said the do-
nation was in keeping with the strong 
bonds forged between nations and 
building a China-Barbados medical 
cooperation.

“We are confident that the eighth Chi-
na medical team will carry forward 
the legacy of their predecessors. With 
these newly-donated medical sup-
plies, the team will continue to serve 
the Barbadian people with distinction, 
with close collaboration and with the 
QEH colleagues as well,” he said. 
Expressing thanks for the supplies, 

Clarke highlighted their value in 
strengthening the hospital’s capacity 
in several areas.

Eighth medical team from China
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

The US central bank has voted to 
hold interest rates steady again, as 
a spike in oil prices since the start 
of the US-Israel war with Iran 
raises economic uncertainty and 
threatens to drive up inflation.
The decision, which was wide-

ly expected, left the Federal Re-
serve’s key interest rate in the 
range of 3.5%-3.75%, where it 
has stood since December.
Despite pressure from US Presi-

dent Donald Trump to slash bor-
rowing costs, policymakers have 
been moving cautiously, as they 
face a tricky combination of rising 
prices and mixed signals from the 
job market.
Analysts say the war has made 

them even less likely to cut, with 
markets now  pushing back the 
chance of a rate cut happening into 

next year.
Forecasts released after the 

meeting showed a majority of 
Fed board members still expect 
to cut interest rates at least once 
this year, with five now expecting 
rates could fall below 3%.
Federal Reserve chairman Je-

rome Powell said future cuts 
would depend on whether infla-
tion continues to fall, noting that 
it was “too soon” to say how the 
Iran war would affect that outlook.
“We just don’t know what the ef-

fects of this will be and really no 
one does,” he said.
The Fed typically lowers borrow-

ing costs when it sees unemploy-
ment rising and wants to boost the 
economy. It raises them when it 
is worried about inflation, hoping 
higher borrowing costs will ease 

spending and slow down price ris-
es.
But an economic picture muddied 

in part by abrupt policy changes, 
such as tariffs, has made it diffi-
cult for policymakers to agree on 
which problem to prioritise.
The war in Iran is the latest, trig-

gering a spike in oil prices that has 
already driven up gas prices in the 
US to the highest since 2024.
While that is likely to drive up 

prices more widely, at least tem-
porarily, it also risks slowing the 
economy, as households have less 
money to spend on other things.
Fed board members now expect 

inflation to end the year at 2.7%, 
up from the 2.4% they were pre-
dicting in December.

US holds interest rates as Iran war triggers oil shock

https://www.cmegroup.com/markets/interest-rates/cme-fedwatch-tool.html
https://www.cmegroup.com/markets/interest-rates/cme-fedwatch-tool.html
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Oil prices leapt to nearly $110 a bar-
rel after Iranian media reported an air-
strike hitting a facility on the world’s 
largest natural gas field.
The Brent crude oil benchmark hit 

$109.91 a barrel just after 14:30 GMT, 
more than 5% higher than Tuesday’s 
prices. It remains above $108.
The benchmark UK gas price also 

jumped by 6% to 143.53p a therm be-
fore falling back below the 140p mark.
The surge followed a reports Iran’s 

petrochemical complex on the South 
Pars gas field had been hit. Several 
hours later, Qatar reported that there 
was “extensive damage” at the Ras 
Laffan industrial site following threats 
from Iran.

While the price of both oil and gas 
spiked, they remained below highs 
seen earlier in the conflict.
Oil reached $116.78 a barrel on 9 

March, while UK gas reached 162.55p 
a therm on 3 March.
Iran’s oil ministry said a fire at the 

petrochemical complex was under 
control, according to Tasnim, a news 
agency affiliated with the Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps.
Iran’s military warned it would take 

“decisive action” in response to the 

strike on its energy infrastructure.
“As previously warned, if the fuel, 

energy, gas, and economic infrastruc-
tures of our country are attacked by the 
American-Zionist enemy, in addition 
to a powerful counterattack against 
the enemy, we will severely strike the 
origin of that aggression as well,” the 
military said in a statement published 
by Tasnim.
“We consider targeting the fuel, en-

ergy, and gas infrastructures of the 
countries of origin legitimate and will 
retaliate strongly at the earliest oppor-
tunity.”
Qatar also operates facilities on the 

gas field, which it calls North Dome.
But the country, which produces a 

fifth of the world’s liquefied natural 
gas, had halted production earlier in 
March in response to the conflict.

Oil nears $110 a barrel after gas field strikeTUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025
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International

Russian drones hit a military hospital, 
shopping center, apartment blocks and 
other buildings in Kharkiv late Satur-
day, killing two people and wounding 
35 others, Ukrainian officials said.
Regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said 
that a 67-year-old man and a 70-year-
old woman were killed in the attack on 
Ukraine’s second-largest city.
Ukraine’s General Staff denounced 

the “deliberate, targeted shelling” of 
the military hospital. Among the ca-
sualties were “servicemen who were 
undergoing treatment,” it said.
The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 
Russia fired 111 exploding drones and 
decoys in the latest wave of attacks 
overnight into Sunday. It said 65 of 
them were intercepted and another 35 
were lost, likely having been electron-
ically jammed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said Sunday that over the past 
week “most regions of Ukraine” came 
under Russian attack. Writing on X, 
he said “1,310 Russian guided aerial 
bombs, over 1,000 attack drones — 
mostly ‘Shaheds’ — and nine missiles 
of various types, including ballis-
tic ones” had been launched against 
Ukraine.
Zelenskyy also repeated his assertion 
that “Russia is dragging out the war,” 
echoing comments he made Thurs-
day in Paris that Russia is prolonging 
ceasefire talks “just to buy time and 
then try to grab more land.”
Russia’s Ministry of Defense, mean-
while, said its air defense systems shot 
down six Ukrainian drones. It also 
claimed Sunday that its troops had 
taken control of a village in Ukraine’s 
partly occupied Donetsk region. The 
Russian claim could not be inde-
pendently verified, and Ukraine did 
not comment.
According to Ukrainian government 
and military analysts, Russian forces 
are preparing to launch a fresh mil-
itary offensive in the coming weeks 
to maximize pressure on Ukraine and 
strengthen the Kremlin’s negotiating 
position in ceasefire talks. (Loop Ca-
ribbean)

2 people killed and dozens 
wounded in Russian attack 
on Kharkiv

PAGE 8
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Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10

con’t from pg 21

International
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Pakistan and Afghanistan said they 
were pausing their military operations 
against each other on ​Wednesday for 
the Islamic festival of Eid-al-Fitr, a 
surprise move two days after a drug 
rehab centre in Kabul was hit in the 
deadliest strike in months.
The Afghan ‌Taliban government has 

said that more than 400 people were 
killed and 265 wounded in the  air-
strike  that took place on Monday 
night, just as people and staff at the 
centre were praying.
The casualty numbers shared by au-

thorities have not been independently 
verified. The United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan (UN-
AMA) said on Wednesday that  143 
people were killed  and 119 wounded 
in the attack.

Pakistan rejected the Taliban’s state-
ments about the strike, saying it had 
“precisely targeted military installa-
tions and terrorist support infrastruc-
ture”.
PAUSE ​A GESTURE IN GOOD 

FAITH, PAKISTAN SAYS
Pakistani Information Minister At-

taullah Tarar said Islamabad was paus-
ing the military operations due to Eid, 
which marks the end of the Muslim 
holy fasting month ​of Ramadan and is 
set to be celebrated at the end of this 
week.
The pause, he said in a post on X, 

was on Pakistan’s ⁠own initiative and 
at the request of Islamic countries 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey. The 
pause would take effect at midnight on 
Wednesday and last until midnight on 

March 23.
“Pakistan offers this gesture in ​good 

faith and in keeping with the Islamic 
norms,” he said, adding that opera-
tions would resume with renewed in-
tensity if there was any cross-border 
attack, drone attack or any “terrorist 
incident” inside Pakistan.
The Afghan Taliban followed ​with a 

similar announcement soon after Tarar.
Kabul was calling a temporary halt 

to defensive operations on the occa-
sion of Eid and also at the request of 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Qatar, Tali-
ban government spokesman Zabiullah 
Mujahid said in a post on X.
Afghanistan would respond to any 

aggression in the event of any threat, 
he added.

Pakistan, Afghanistan to pause fighting for Eid, 
as dispute rages over Kabul bombing target

Sports News

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-taliban-says-400-killed-250-injured-pakistan-air-strike-kabul-hospital-2026-03-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-taliban-says-400-killed-250-injured-pakistan-air-strike-kabul-hospital-2026-03-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-agency-puts-death-toll-143-kabul-rehab-centre-bombing-by-pakistan-2026-03-18/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-agency-puts-death-toll-143-kabul-rehab-centre-bombing-by-pakistan-2026-03-18/
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Sports News
Ottos Rangers beat Jennings United in Premier League

The Ottos Rangers prevailed 
against Molwyn Joseph Jennings 
United in a bottom-of-the-table-
clash in the Antigua and Barbuda 
Football Association’s (ABFA) 
Premier Division League on Tues-
day.
The Ottos Rangers recorded their 

second win in 17 matches by pull-
ing off a 4-1 victory over Jennings 
United at the ABFA Technical 
Center.
Following a goalless first half, 

Marmarlaque Davidson broke the 
deadlock by giving Ottos Rangers 
the lead with a 59th-minute con-
version.
Shaquille Watkins scored in the 

63rd minute to equalize for Jen-
nings United. But Howayne James 
produced a hat trick to secure vic-
tory for the Ottos Rangers. James 
had conversions in the 65th, 67th, 
and 73rd minutes.
The result allows the Ottos Rang-

ers to leapfrog Jennings United and 

move to second from the bottom of 
the 12-team standings by advanc-
ing to seven points.
The Jennings United dropped to 

the bottom of the standings with 
six points after crashing to their 
15th defeat in 17 matches.
Meanwhile, Five Islands have 

opened up a four-point gap on 
Greenbay Hoppers at the top of the 
ABFA First Division League.
Five Islands recorded their 11th 

win in 19 matches by snatching a 
1-0 victory against Bolans FC.
The result allows Five Islands to 

remain at the top of the First Divi-
sion by advancing to 38 points, four 
ahead of second-placed Greenbay 
Hoppers.
Bolans FC remains in 11th place 

with 16 points after suffering their 
eighth defeat in 18 matches.
The Swetes Vipers FC moved 

from fourth to third place on goal 
difference by securing their ninth 

win in 18 matches with a 10-1 
drubbing of FC Master Ballers at 
the Freemans Village playing field.
Kimoi Alexander struck a hat 

trick, and Jondale Jno Lewis scored 
twice for the Swetes Vipers. Alex-
ander had conversions in the 17th, 
75th, and 89th minutes, while Jno 
Lewis scored in the fifth and 34th 
minutes.
Joell Toussaint scored an own goal 

in the 50th minute, Wayne Phillip 
had a 63rd-minute conversion, and 
Makhai Browne found the back 
of the net with a strike in the 76th 
minute.
The other goals for the Swetes 

Vipers FC were scored by Shalon 
Knight in the 79th minute, and Sha-
Mar Anthony in the 90th minute. 
Shumba Thomas scored the only 
goal for FC Master Ballers with a 
conversion in the third minute.
FC Master Ballers also finished 

the match with 10 players after Co-
rie Barthley received a red card and 
was expelled in the 57th minute.
The result allows the Swetes Vi-

pers FC to advance to 32 points, 
while FC Master Ballers remain in 
the cellar of the 14-team standings 
with nine points after losing for the 
13th time in 18 matches.
SAP FC moved from fifth to fourth 

place on goal difference by claim-
ing their eighth win in 18 matches 
with a 2-1 victory against the Ce-
dar Grove Blue Jays.
The result allows SAP FC to ad-

vance to 32 points, while the Cedar 
Grove Blue Jays remain second 
from the bottom of the standings 
with 11 points after slumping to 
their 13th defeat in 18 matches.

Players of the Ottos Rangers starting XI
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Sports News
Cedar Grove Gunners extend unbeaten run 

in Division 2 basketball

The Cedar Grove Gunners extended 
their unbeaten run to remain leaders in 
the Antigua and Barbuda Basketball 
Association’s (ABBA) Second Divi-
sion League on Tuesday evening.

The Gunners notched up their ninth 
win in as many matches by pulling off 
an 84-69 victory against Da Project 2 
in the opening game of a double-head-
er at the JSC Sports Complex.
Tyras Grayman produced 18 points, 

12 rebounds, and six assists; Ser-
gio Symister also sank 18 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds; and Olivee Mor-
ris had 16 points, seven rebounds, six 
steals, and five assists as the top per-
formers for the Gunners.
In support, Keaddy Martin contrib-

uted nine points, 12 rebounds, eight 
assists, and five steals, and Iornie Jo-
seph chipped in with seven points, 16 
rebounds, and five steals for the Gun-
ners.
Kevin Pimentel shot a game-high 26 

points and claimed seven rebounds; 

Erije Joseph sank 15 points and 
snatched five rebounds; and Nathan 
Matthew scored 12 points and grabbed 
seven rebounds for Da Project 2, who 
lost for the sixth time in nine games.
Cuties Ovals Ojays stayed within 

touching distance of the Cedar Grove 
Gunners by claiming their eighth win 
in nine matches with a commanding 
79-50 victory over Ramco Pharmacy 
Fearless Crew in the second game of 
Tuesday’s double-header.
Tajahron Davis provided 16 points 

and eight assists; Jaleyle Joseph also 
sank 16 points and claimed six re-
bounds; Yohhan Nicholas converted 
14 points and grabbed 18 rebounds; 
and Theo Blair scored 12 points for the 
Fearless Crew, who suffered their fifth 
defeat in nine games.

Clare Hall among winners in school basketball league
Clare Hall Secondary School 

was among the winners in the 
Cool and Smooth Inter-School 
Basketball Championships on 
Tuesday.
Clare Hall Secondary School 

prevailed 48-39 against St. An-
thony’s Secondary School in the 
Junior Boys Division at the JSC 
Sports Complex.
Tajahron Davis shot a game-

high 22 points, Jahaziel Santana 
sank 12 points, and Jujuah Lee 
scored 10 points for Clare Hall 
Secondary School.
Zende Dorsett converted 17 

points, and Khalil Roberts and 
Kamal Mason each scored 11 
points for St. Anthony’s Second-
ary School.

But St. Anthony’s Secondary 
School celebrated success in the 
Mini Boys Secondary Division, 
prevailing 28-21 against Prin-
cess Margaret School.
Kelonte Hamilton converted 12 

points for St. Anthony’s Second-
ary, while Kevani White scored 
11 points for Princess Margaret 
School.
St. John’s Catholic Primary 

pulled off an 8-2 victory over JT 
Ambrose Primary in the Mini 
Boys Primary Division.
Dariele Perez sank six points 

for St. John’s Catholic Primary, 
while Malique Telemaque scored 
two points for JT Ambrose Pri-
mary.

Tajahron Davis
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Sports News
Cup of Nations decision hammer blow for African football

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Two months 
after the chaotic end to the Africa Cup 
of Nations final between Senegal and 
Morocco, the outcome of the game re-
mains in dispute.
Senegal was stripped of its title on 

Tuesday when African soccer’s govern-
ing body ruled it had forfeited the final 
in January by walking off the field. The 
Confederation of African Football’s ap-
peals board turned Senegal’s 1-0 win in 
extra time into a 3-0 default victory for 
Morocco.
But the Teranga Lions are not giving 

up the title without a fight. Senegal has 
vowed to appeal CAF’s ruling to the 
sport’s highest court, meaning the final 
say could be as much as a year away.
CAF’s unprecedented decision to strip 

Senegal of the trophy is just the latest 
controversy for African soccer and its 
governing body. The controversy over 
January’s Africa Cup of Nations final 
will come as a major blow ​to the con-
tinent’s hopes of elevating the status of 
its flagship competition.
Tuesday’s decision by the Confedera-

tion of African Football’s ‌Appeal Board 
to strip Senegal of the title and hand it 
to opponents Morocco adds to the cha-

os that characterised the final in Rabat, 
where Senegal walked off the pitch to 
protest a VAR decision before returning 
to win the game 1-0.
Their walk-off has been adjudged to 

have contravened ​tournament regula-
tions and led to the Appeal Board hand-
ing Morocco the title and awarding 
them a 3-0 victory scoreline.
But the decision ​is to be appealed by 

Senegal, which is certain to drag out a 
storm that has ⁠harmed the image of Af-
rican football.
“We need to get back to some common 

sense. And what’s going to come of all ​
this? What will people say about Afri-
can football now? That it’s not serious, 
that it’s not rigorous. It saddens me, 
especially since ​it’s improving,” Alain 
Giresse, who coached four African na-
tional teams including Senegal, told the 
French daily L’Equipe on Wednesday.
“This is ridiculous, the Senegalese 

went home with the cup, celebrated and 
partied. Frankly, this discredits the CAF 
once again,” added former France inter-
national Samir Nasri on French televi-
sion.
“Serious credibility issues ​will be 

raised when football officialdom in Af-

rica can operate like a kangaroo court 
where obscure, inexplicable, and con-
troversial decisions can ​replace fair and 
transparent decisions taken in broad 
daylight by referees,” said former CAF 
vice president Kwesi Nyantakyi.
The Moroccan federation, however, 

argued that the ‌strict ⁠application of the 
rules would help African football.
“This decision helps clarify the frame-

work applicable to similar situations 
and strengthens the consistency and 
credibility of international competi-
tions, particularly African football,” the 
FRMF said in a statement on Wednes-
day.
The controversy reignited a day after 

CAF president Patrice Motsepe met 
with an array of sponsors and interna-
tional broadcasters.
On Monday, CAF claimed preliminary 

research numbers released by indepen-
dent agencies ​had shown a 61% growth ​
in viewership for the tournament ⁠in Mo-
rocco, “making AFCON one of the big-
gest growing sporting properties glob-
ally.”
Motsepe had conceded the events of 

the final, in which the Senegal coach or-
dered his players off the pitch, footbal-
lers fought each other, and the ball ​boys 
stole the equipment of the Senegal goal-
keeper, were bad for the African game.
“I was extremely ​disappointed with the 

⁠unacceptable incidents that took place 
at the final,” he said in a statement is-
sued almost two weeks after the match.
“I am absolutely determined to main-

tain and advance the integrity, reputa-
tion, and global competitiveness of Af-
rican football and CAF competitions,” 
Motsepe added.
Immediately after the game, FIFA 

⁠president Gianni ​Infantino wrote on his 
Instagram account, “The ugly scenes 
witnessed must be condemned and ​nev-
er repeated.”
Motsepe has promised a clampdown 

with heavier suspensions and fines for 
those who break the rules. He has also 
promised to raise the standard of ​refer-
eeing on the continent, which is often 
heavily criticised.

Senegal’s Sadio Mane holds the trophy aloft as he celebrates with teammates after win-
ning the Africa Cup of Nations final soccer match between Senegal and Morocco in Rabat, 
Morocco, Sunday, Jan. 18, 2026. (AP)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.
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Losing start for defending champs in ABSCA 
men’s 10-Over contest

Defending champions Marcko Inc. 
Buckley’s 3Js got off to a losing start 
in defense of their title in the Antigua 
and Barbuda Softball Cricket Associa-
tion’s (ABSCA) Men’s 10 Overs com-
petition.
The Buckley’s 3Js launched their title 

defense with an eight-wicket loss to 
Rackaman Construction Strictly Busi-
ness at Dredgers’ playing field.
The Buckley’s 3Js were dismissed 

for 49 in 9.5 overs. Nigel Fergus made 
17, and Zavier Otto struck 14. Player 
of the match Owen Graham snapped 
up four for 10, Ashfield Weatherhead 
claimed two wickets for seven runs, 
and Melvin Charles took two wickets 
for eight runs.
Strictly Business achieved victory 

by scoring 54 for three in 9.1 overs. 
Melvin Charles scored 13. Charanlall 
Ramjohn captured three for 17.
Rackaman Construction Strictly 

Business also claimed a 38-run victo-
ry against Dredgers. Strictly Business 
made 113 for three off their 10 overs.
Player of the match Ashfield Weath-

erhead slammed 56, including five six-
es, and Jevon Howel struck 43, with 
five sixes. Mervin Higgins captured 
two for 20.
In reply, the Dredgers were restricted 

to 75 for four off their 10 overs. Der-
val Phillip struck 34, and Ray Charles 
made 12. Shaquan Reifer captured two 
for 12.
A winning start as well for Construc-

tion Solutions PMS, who snatched a 
10-run victory over Mix Up Stars at 
Antigua Grammar School.
Batting first, PMS made 104 for three 

off their 10 overs. James hit 33, Ken-

ny Benjamin struck 23, and Clarence 
Francis scored 22.
In reply, Mix Up Stars were restricted 

to 94 for seven off their 10 overs. Play-
er of the match Federick Floyd ham-
mered 55; there was a contribution of 
33 extras, and Peter Bellefonte scored 
18.
Wayne’s Electrical Services Survi-

vors made a successful start in defense 
of their title in the ABSCA women’s 
10 overs competition.
Survivors secured a seven-wicket 

victory against Alzarri and Sharon Jo-
seph North Sails Antigua Female Fly-
ers at Dredgers.
The Female Flyers were restricted to 

51 for six off their 10 overs. Makada 
Hector struck 19, and Terez Parker 
scored 10. Player of the match Meno-
va Govia grabbed four for 12, and Sa-

cha Michael took two for 11.
In reply, the Survivors secured victo-

ry by scoring 52 for three of their 10 
overs. Kimberly Anthony hit 23, and 
Desrie Welsh struck 17 not out. Mo-
nique Titus picked up two wickets for 
eight runs.
The Potters Uprising Cricket Team 

also made a winning start to their cam-
paign by pulling off a six-wicket vic-
tory over the Jennings Rockets at the 
Antigua Grammar School.
The Jennings Rockets were restrict-

ed to 68 for three off their 10 overs. 
Rhea Bobb hit 28, and Kushana David 
scored 20.
Potters achieved victory at 74 for two 

in 9.5 overs. Player of the match Nolia 
Elvin hammered 44, and Tawana John 
scored 11.

Owen Graham of Strictly Business

Menova Govia of Survivors
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