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Opposition Leader Jamale Pring-
le is likely facing a major test of his 
political career following Monday’s 
by-election defeat in St. Philip’s North, 
with local and regional analysts stating 
that the result has triggered a moment 
of reckoning for both his leadership 
and the future of the United Progres-
sive Party.
The scale of the victory by the govern-

ing Antigua and Barbuda Labour Party 
has not only reshaped the immediate 
political narrative but also intensified 
scrutiny on whether Pringle remains 
the right figure to lead the opposition 
into the next general election.
Barbadian political scientist Peter 

Wickham described the outcome of 
the especial election as extraordinary, 
pointing to both the margin of victo-
ry and the broader political message it 
sends.
“I think that everything is impressive 

about this victory,” Wickham said. 
“He’s on 70 per cent… it is among 
the highest levels of support that the 
ABLP has ever gotten in that constit-
uency.”
The ABLP’s candidate, Randy Bal-

timore, secured what Wickham char-
acterised as a “fairly high note” entry 
into national politics, buoyed by a 16 
per cent swing toward the governing 
party.
“This is essentially almost a reversal 

of what the ABLP experienced in the 
last general election… and certainly a 
reversal of what they would have ex-
perienced in that constituency,” Wick-
ham explained. “So it sets a tone that 
the ABLP is definitely back.”
The result is made more significant 

by the legacy of former MP Sir Robin 
Yearwood, whose decades-long tenure 
defined the constituency.
“To be alive and still be able to see 

that this is the manner in which the 
constituency has responded to his suc-
cessor is something fairly impressive,” 

Wickham added, describing the mo-
ment as a rare political tribute.
Voter turnout, which approached 70 

per cent, further reinforced the nation-

al importance of the contest. Accord-
ing to Wickham, the engagement level 
signalled that “Antigua and Barbuda 
took this election pretty seriously.”

Pringle’s Leadership Of The UPP Questioned

Opposition Leader Jamale PringlePeter Wickham
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Beyond the constituency, Wickham 

was unequivocal about the broader 
implications.
“Clearly, the UPP is on the back foot. 

This is the weakest that they have been 
in a while,” he said. “Certainly, as 
you’re going into a fourth term, there 
are going to be few opportunities that 
will be as attractive as this for ABLP.”
The regional pollster went further, 

suggesting that if he were advising the 
government, he would consider mov-
ing swiftly.
“If I were in a position to press the 

electoral button, I would be attempt-
ing to call it for right now,” he said, 
signaling that the political timing may 
favour an early general election.
With the ABLP experiencing a resur-

gence, much of the post-election dis-
course has centred on Jamale Pringle’s 
leadership and whether he can recover 
from this latest setback.
“In our Westminster system, invari-

ably when a party leader leads a party 
into a defeat such as this, I think the 
honourable thing to do is to offer your 
resignation,” Wickham stated. “Give 
the party the opportunity to decide 
whether they want to stick with you or 
whether they want to move on.”
He added that the loss must be viewed 

in the context of a series of challeng-
es for the opposition, noting previous 
electoral defeats and internal strains.
“So Jamale Pringle now has to ask 

himself about his own political fu-

ture,” Wickham said. “Tonight was as 
much about Jamale Pringle as it was 
about Randy Baltimore… and Randy 
Baltimore won—and he won well.”
Educator and political analyst Der-

rick Nicholas, who is aligned with 
the United Progressive Party echoed 
Wickham’s sentiments and painted a 
bleak picture of the main opposition 
party and its leader.
“As the leader goes, so does the par-

ty,” Nicholas said. “As much as we 
articulate policy positions and all of 
that, if the leadership of the party is 
not seen to be an attractive person… 
then the party itself is doomed… from 
the very beginning.”
Nicholas stressed that leadership is 

not merely administrative but deeply 
tied to public perception and the abili-
ty to mobilise support.
“If I were to give Mr. Pringle any ad-

vice… I would ask him to seriously 
consider all of the ramifications—and 
the numbers don’t lie,” he said. “May-
be resignation as the leader of the par-
ty might be the proper thing to do, and 
allow the party the free will to go for-
ward.”
He warned that the UPP now finds it-

self in a weakened position, requiring 
urgent reassessment.
“The party is certainly in a much 

weaker position than it was yesterday,” 
Nicholas added, cautioning that politi-
cal conditions are shifting rapidly and 
demand swift strategic response.

Political historian and former UPP 
MP Bertrand Joseph placed the result 
within a broader trajectory of decline 
for the opposition.
“From since the by-election in Par-

ham, we have seen a precipitous de-
cline… within the party politics,” 
Joseph said, maintaining that the St. 
Philip’s North result reinforces a trou-
bling trend.
He emphasised that the implications 

extend far beyond a single seat.
“It is the implication for this result 

across the political landscape in Anti-
gua and Barbuda,” Joseph noted.
Joseph also underscored the impor-

tance of leadership credibility within 
the Westminster system.
“When you are a leader of a political 

party, the broad perception… has to be 
that you can lead the party to victory 
and become the next prime minister,” 
he said. “If that is an issue… it spells 
a difficult situation for that organiza-
tion.”
Joseph also highlighted the strategic 

nature of the ABLP’s campaign, not-
ing that the party mobilised nationally 
to ensure not just victory, but domi-
nance.
“It could not just be a simple victo-

ry—it had to be a statement,” he said, 
adding that the result is intended to 
“ripple across the country” and shape 
voter perceptions ahead of the next 
general election.
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Prime Minister the Hon. Gaston 
Browne has extended heartfelt con-
gratulations to Randy Baltimore on 
his resounding victory in the 2026 St. 
Philip North by-election held on Mon-
day, March 16, 2026.
Mr. Baltimore, representing the Anti-

gua and Barbuda Labour Party, secured 
an emphatic win over Alex Browne of 
the opposition United Progressive Par-
ty, demonstrating the overwhelming 
confidence and support of the people 
of St. Philip North.
Prime Minister Browne noted that 

this decisive outcome reflects the elec-
torate’s continued trust in the policies, 
leadership, and development agenda 
of the Antigua and Barbuda Labour 
Party Government, and he warmly 
welcomed Mr. Baltimore to the ABLP 
benches in Parliament.
“The people of St. Philip North have 

spoken clearly and decisively,” Prime 
Minister Browne stated. “I congratu-
late Randy Baltimore on this signifi-
cant victory and welcome him to the 
Antigua and Barbuda Labour Party 
team in Parliament. His success is a 
testament to his commitment to ser-
vice and the confidence the people 

have placed in him.”
The Prime Minister further pledged 

the Government’s continued commit-
ment to the development of the St. 
Philip North constituency, building on 
the legacy of representation following 
the resignation of long-serving parlia-
mentarian Sir Robin Yearwood.
Prime Minister Browne encouraged 

Mr. Baltimore to embrace his new 
responsibilities with dedication and 
purpose, noting that he now joins the 
Government in fulfilling the aspira-
tions of the people.
“You now officially take your place 

among a team committed to delivering 
progress and prosperity for our nation. 
Together, we will continue to fulfill 
the wishes of our people and advance 
Antigua and Barbuda as a modern eco-
nomic powerhouse,” the Prime Minis-
ter added.
“Working hand-in-hand with 

the  newly elected Member of Parlia-
ment, we will ensure continued prog-
ress and improve the quality of life for 
the residents of St. Philip North and all 
citizens of Antigua and Barbuda,” said 
Prime Minister Browne.

Prime Minister Browne Congratulates Randy 
Baltimore On Emphatic Victory



WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2026

PAGE 5

WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2026

TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Local News

Prime Minister Gaston Browne, a de-
voted Pan Africanist, wants African 
and Caribbean leaders to change their 
respective economic systems to make 
them more beneficial to their peoples.
The call came as the prime minis-

ter welcomed a delegation led by Dr. 
Nwachukwu Anakwenze, the Re-
gent of Abagana Kingdom located 
in Anambra State, Nigeria, who will 
soon be installed as King of Abagana 
Kingdom.
“We have not reached our full poten-

tial because of the plundering that took 
place in Africa and here in the Caribbe-
an where most economies were turned 
into ‘extractive’ economies with the 
wealth of the lands (minerals of Africa 
and the crops of the Caribbean) is what 
created generational wealth in Europe 
and elsewhere while at the same time 
creating poverty in both regions (Af-
rica and the Caribbean),” PM Browne 
observed.
The Antigua and Barbuda Prime min-

ister wants to see ‘a deliberate effort’ 
by African and Caribbean leaders to 
change the economic systems to en-
sure that they operate to the benefit of 
the people of Africa and the Caribbe-
an.
As an example, PM Browne recalled 

the situation a few years ago when 
two major Canadian banks decided to 
move out of the region and to sell their 
local branches external to Antigua and 
Barbuda.
He reported that it was the govern-

ment that stepped in and told the bank 
owners that they must sell locally. “I 
said to them this is our time to own 
these branches so that the profits that 
they generate would remain in the lo-
cal economy to fund the development 
here in Antigua and Barbuda. It was 
not a ‘sexy’ idea and I was threatened 
and called names including ‘Dictator’, 
but I held firm noting that as Finance 
Minister the law required that I should 
sign the Vesting Order and I told them 

under no circumstances would I sign 
those orders,” he related in some de-
tail.
According to the prime minister the 

branches were eventually sold to two 
local banks which are now bigger and 
more profitable with their profits being 
retained in the local economy.
“This is the time of bold leadership 

that is required because the banks and 
other special interests are not going to 
give up easily; we have to be prepared 
to be resolute in our decision-mak-
ing,” he added.
The nation’s leader explained that the 

European powers enslaved African 
peoples in the Caribbean and desta-
bilized the economies of Africa and 
through slavery and colonialism kept 
the peoples impoverished.
“It is not too late for us to redesign 

our economies to move them from ex-

tractive economies to productive econ-
omies whose revenues and economic 
benefits will go toward the nationals of 
the respective regions and change this 
economic system through which we 
are plundered,” he suggested.
The prime minister said he was ‘very 

pleased’ to welcome Regent Dr. Anak-
wenze, and his delegation to Antigua 
and Barbuda and expressed a desire to 
visit the-soon-to-be installed monarch 
in his Kingdom on the African conti-
nent sometime in the near future.

PM Browne Calls For A Realignment of African, Caribbean 
Economies TO Benefits Their Peoples
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The resolute owner of the Kaikoconut 
floating bar that was destroyed by fire 
on Sunday night is to start the rebuild-
ing process imminently.
Glen Hector says there is “no ques-

tion” that his luxurious party vessel - 
which attracted hundreds of revellers 
a week earning a place on numerous 
tourists’ must-do lists - will be back in 
business as soon as possible.
The total devastation of the two-level, 

175-person catamaran, kitted out with 
restaurant, waterslides and trampoline, 
amounts to more than EC$2 million in 
losses.
“My boat that took me three years to 

build, and every cent I had, burnt in 
less than 30 minutes,” Hector said.  
The reason for the inferno is “baf-

fling”, he continued, explaining that 
his team had followed the usual pro-
cedure for closing the vessel down for 
the night, shortly after sunset. No one 
was on board when the blaze broke 
out.
“I am 100 percent rebuilding; there 

is absolutely no question about that. I 
have insurance but even if I have to re-
build from scratch, I will do it,” Hec-
tor said. “I estimate it will take around 
a year.”
Hector was at home with his three-

month-old son when he received 
two calls from friends who could see 
flames at Kaikoconut’s location near 
Valley Church Beach. Hector’s daugh-
ter Noemie, who manages the bar and 
lives close by, went to investigate.
“It was already engulfed in fire. I 

told her to stay far away. There was 
EC$35,000 worth of alcohol on board 
which meant there was a high chance 
of an explosion,” he said.
Kaikoconut had earned a solid repu-

tation as one of Antigua’s leading ex-
cursion companies, and a five-star rat-
ing on TripAdvisor, since its launch in 

January 2024.
“We had got some major cruise ship 

contracts and 50 confirmed events 
in the coming months. The day af-
ter it burnt down, we had 200 people 
booked to come. I have already started 
to refund over EC$120,000 in deposits 
paid,” Hector said.
The business was also booked to ap-

pear at a leading cruise industry event 
in Miami next month, to showcase its 
offerings to some of the world’s big-
gest cruise lines. 
Hector, who also built his excursion 

company Creole Antigua Tours from 
the ground up more than two decades 
ago, conceptualised the floating bar 
many years before work began.
No sooner had he started Kaikoco-

nut’s construction, the COVID-19 
pandemic struck. Suddenly, Creole 
Antigua Tours was forced off the wa-
ter, crippling his finances. 
Still, he persevered through the un-

expected loss of income, along with 
materials shortages and supply chain 
headaches, to complete his dream. 

Hector described completing Kaiko-
conut as “backbreaking” and the “big-
gest challenge” of his life.
“I have worked so hard to build up 

a brand. This year was set to be my 
best yet thanks to all the events we 
had booked and the business from the 
cruise ships,” he said.
The disaster also leaves eight staff 

currently out of work, with Kaikoco-
nut’s wrecked remains now on the sea-
bed. The insurance company is due to 
salvage the vessel within the coming 
days to assess the next steps.
“I have seen the wreck underwa-

ter and honestly I don’t know how 
to feel,” Hector sighed. “But this has 
been my dream for so many years, and 
I will never let it die. My kids will have 
Kaikoconut and their kids after them.”
A statement posted to the company’s 

Instagram page on Monday described 
the fire as “truly heartbreaking” and 
thanked the community for its sup-
port, adding: “Your love and encour-
agement mean more than you know.”

Owner of fire-destroyed Kaikoconut 
floating bar to rebuild
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DevOps Engineer – AI & Automation
Reporting to: Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Join a forward-looking organization leveraging AI and automation to drive operational excellence. A reputa-
ble organization is seeking to recruit a DevOps Engineer – AI & Automation to design, deploy, and maintain 
secure and scalable automation systems. 
The successful candidate will work with modern AI technologies, workflow automation platforms, and 
cloud-native infrastructure to support operational efficiency and automation across internal processes.
This role requires experience with Kubernetes, workflow automation platforms, and API integrations, as well 
as the ability to work within secure or restricted environments.
Key Responsibilities
•	 Develop and implement AI strategies to align with business objectives and automation initiatives.
•	 Build and maintain AI-driven automation workflows that support operational processes.
•	 Develop and manage workflow automation using platforms such as n8n or similar tools.
•	 Integrate AI services and internal systems through secure APIs.
•	 Deploy and manage containerized services using Kubernetes and DevOps practices.
•	 Maintain system monitoring, documentation, and operational procedures.
•	 Ensure systems operate in accordance with security and governance standards.
Required Qualifications
•	 Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science, Software Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, or a related field 
(or equivalent experience).
•	 Minimum 3 years’ experience in DevOps, software engineering, or AI systems development.
•	 Hands-on experience with Kubernetes and containerized applications.
•	 Experience with workflow automation platforms (e.g., n8n, Zapier, Make, or similar).
•	 Experience integrating AI or LLM APIs into operational systems.
•	 Strong knowledge of API development, REST services, and system integrations.
•	 Experience with version control systems (Git) and CI/CD pipelines.
Preferred Skills
•	 Experience developing AI agents or intelligent automation workflows.
•	 Familiarity with vector databases and retrieval-augmented generation (RAG).
•	 Experience building secure systems handling sensitive data.
•	 Knowledge of data protection frameworks.
Key Competencies
•	 Strong analytical and problem-solving skills
•	 Attention to security and operational standards
•	 Ability to translate operational needs into automation solutions
•	 Effective documentation and communication skills
•	 Collaborative approach across technical and operational teams
Selection Process

Shortlisted candidates may be required to present a technical proof of concept demonstrating their ability to 
design and implement AI-driven automation solutions relevant to the role.

Application Process

Applications should be submitted to hrtalentmanagement268@gmail.com no later than 20th March 2026



WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2026

PAGE 8
TUESDAY 1ST APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 64     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

GG and PM meet with students 
from Five Islands Primary School

Story on Page 2

A touching moment of clarity: both Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne joined to show love and support for the students of the Five Islands Primary 
School in the Parliament Chambers on Monday

Local News

The Police have formally identified 
the male victim who died as a result of 
an alleged stabbing incident at Lion’s 
Estate in New Field as 38-year-old 
Daniel Lewis of Glanville’s.
Preliminary investigations indicate 

that the incident occurred sometime 
during the early hours of Monday, 16 
March 2026.
It is alleged that the deceased entered 

the home of a resident in the New 
Field area, during which a confronta-
tion ensued.
During the altercation, Mr. Lewis 

reportedly sustained a wound to the 
lower part of his body. Emergency 
personnel later responded to the scene; 
however, he was pronounced dead at 
approximately 8:38 a.m.
Police investigations into the circum-

stances surrounding this incident are 
ongoing. 
Anyone with information that may 

assist with the investigation is asked 
to contact the Criminal Investigations 
Department at 462-3913 or call the 
Crimestoppers anonymous hotline at 
800-TIPS (8477).

The Police Administration extends 
sincere condolences to the family and 
loved ones of Daniel Lewis during this 
difficult time.

Fatal Stabbing Victim Identified As Daniel Lewis

STABBING VICTIM 

IDENTIFIED
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As excitement grows for Rhythm of 
Pageantry, the Antigua and Barbuda 
Festivals Commission is reminding all 
aspiring contestants that the registra-
tion deadline for the esteemed Queen 
of Carnival 2026 competition is rapid-
ly approaching.
The deadline for submission of reg-

istration forms is Friday, March 20, 
2026.
Prospective hopefuls who have al-

ready collected registration forms are 
strongly encouraged to return their 
completed applications as soon as pos-
sible. Individuals wishing to register 
for the 2026 competition may collect 
and submit their forms at the Nation-
al Festivals Office, 1st Floor, Cecil 
George-John Building, Corn Alley & 
Redcliffe Street, St. John’s, during the 
following hours:

◙◙ Monday – Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 
2:00 p.m.

◙◙ Friday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Registration forms may also be re-

quested via email at info.nof@ab.gov.
ag or via WhatsApp at (268) 727-
9201. For further inquiries, please call 
(268) 462-4707.
The Queen of Carnival competition 

remains one of the most distinguished 
and highly anticipated events of Anti-
gua Carnival, celebrating intelligence, 
talent, poise, and cultural pride. The 
Commission encourages young wom-
en across Antigua and Barbuda to seize 
this opportunity to embark on an em-
powering and transformative journey.
Join the excitement, Feel the 

Rhythm, Antigua Carnival 2026, 
and prepare for an unforgettable expe-
rience.

Local News
Registration Deadline Nears For Queen of Carnival 2026
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Driven by a passion for service, 
Juelle Colaire has built her career 
around making people feel welcomed 
and valued within Antigua and Bar-
buda’s aviation and hospitality indus-
try.
Her hospitality journey began with a 

simple yet powerful desire: to make 
people feel comfortable, valued, and 

genuinely cared for. What started as 
a love for connecting with others has 
grown into a commitment to creating 
meaningful and memorable guest ex-
periences.
Juelle began her professional career 

as a Sales Representative at a jewel-
ry store in Heritage Quay, where she 
worked from 2018 to 2020. During 

that time, she met guests from around 
the world and quickly realized that 
her greatest fulfillment came not 
from transactions, but from forming 
genuine connections, listening to sto-
ries, understanding needs, and creat-
ing warm, meaningful interactions.
As a young woman, Juelle always 

admired the aviation industry and 
once envisioned herself becoming 
a flight attendant. Recognizing her 
passion for aviation and service, 
her mother encouraged her to apply 
for a position at Signature Aviation 
when she learned of the opportunity. 
Though Juelle knew very little about 
Aviation, she took a courageous leap 
of faith and submitted her applica-
tion.
On September 1, 2020, in the midst 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, she of-
ficially joined Signature Aviation as 
a Customer Service Representative. 
Entering the aviation sector during 
such an uncertain global period re-
quired resilience and adaptability. 

Taking Flight with Purpose: Juelle Colaire’s 
Journey at Signature Aviation Antigua

Feature
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Determined to grow, she immersed 
herself in learning aviation opera-
tions,  coordinating aircraft arrivals, 
managing Port Health requirements, 
handling immigration and customs 
documentation, arranging ground 
transportation, delivering VIP meet-
and-greet services, overseeing billing 
systems, and ensuring every aspect of 
the guest journey flowed seamlessly.

One of the defining moments in 
Juelle’s career has been her willing-
ness to take initiative. Rather than 
waiting for direction, she consistent-
ly stepped forward to address what 
needed to be done. Her proactive ap-
proach quickly caught the attention 
of management, who began entrust-
ing her with greater responsibilities 
early on, recognizing her natural 
leadership ability.

  In early 2024, under the mentor-
ship of General Manager Kenyatta 
Thomas, Juelle continued investing 
in her professional development by 
completing several LinkedIn learn-
ing courses provided by the compa-
ny, strengthening both her leadership 
skills and operational expertise.
Today, Juelle proudly serves as 

Guest Experience Manager at Signa-
ture Aviation Antigua, leading with 
empathy, precision, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to excellence. Her 
philosophy is simple: small details 
create unforgettable experiences. 
Each day, she ensures that every guest 
receives a seamless and personalized 
“Signature” welcome upon arrival.
Her message to young people who 

may feel uncertain about their career 
path is simple but powerful: take the 
leap of faith:  “Don’t remain in one 
position out of comfort. When you 
take that leap of faith, you grow, you 
learn, and you gain a deeper under-
standing of your field. Get educated 
on what you want to pursue. If you try 
something and discover you enjoy it, 
take the time to learn more about it. 
Do your research. Don’t stay in one 
position, push yourself to elevate. Be-
lieve that you will find your footing.”
Through her leadership and service, 

she remains honored to contribute to 
Antigua and Barbuda’s hospitality 
industry, ensuring every guest who 
lands on the island experiences hos-
pitality at its finest.
Watch the stories unfold—

each  episode unveils every two 
weeks on Tuesday and Thursday on 
ABHTA’s YouTube, Facebook, and 
Instagram platforms (@Antigua-
Hotels). Join us in celebrating the 
people who shape and strengthen 
Antigua and Barbuda’s hospitality 
industry.
Watch Juelle Colaire’s Hospital-

ity Story Here:  https://youtu.be/
82A1OWyaRxc

Feature

https://youtu.be/82A1OWyaRxc
https://youtu.be/82A1OWyaRxc
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Feature

By Professor C. Justin Robinson 
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal, 

The UWI Five Islands Campus
In medieval warfare, the siege was the 

weapon of patient cruelty. Armies did 
not need to breach the walls, they sim-
ply encircled the city, cut off its food, 
its water, its fuel, and waited. The log-
ic was elegant in its brutality, starving 
the population until it surrendered its 
leaders, its sovereignty, its will. The 
siege required no declaration of war, 
no formal hostility beyond the act of 
encirclement itself, it was violence 
administered through denial. What is 
unfolding in Cuba today is a siege, not 
in metaphor, but in method.
Since January 2026, the United States 

has imposed what amounts to a fuel 
blockade on the island of eleven mil-
lion people. Following the removal of 
Venezuelan President Nicolás Mad-
uro, Cuba’s primary oil supplier was 
eliminated at the source. An executive 
order signed on January 29th declared 
a national emergency and authorized 
tariffs against any country that dares 
to sell oil to Havana. Mexico, Russia, 

and others have been warned. The re-
sult is that no meaningful oil shipment 
has reached Cuba since early January. 
On March 16th, the entire national 
electrical grid collapsed, plunging ev-
ery home, hospital, and school into 
darkness, the third island-wide black-
out in four months.
The consequences cascade with the 

remorseless logic of siege warfare. 
Over eighty percent of Cuba’s wa-
ter-pumping infrastructure depends 
on electricity. Intensive care units are 
compromised, vaccines and blood 
products spoil. The rationing system 
that feeds the most vulnerable has bro-
ken down. Crops cannot be harvested 
because there is no fuel for the ma-
chinery. Garbage piles in the streets 
of Havana because collection trucks 
sit with empty tanks. Airlines have 
been told that Cuba can no longer pro-
vide jet fuel. The Cuban government 
has shortened the work week, closed 
schools, and restricted transport. Ex-
perts warn of “zero hour,” the total de-
pletion of reserves, if no fuel arrives 
this month. This is not collateral dam-
age; this is the design.
What makes this moment particular-

ly alarming is not merely the severity 
of the pressure, but the candour with 
which its architects describe their in-
tentions. The United States has openly 
confirmed that regime change is the 
objective, with officials stating that 
the Cuban government should “make 
a deal before it’s too late.” President 
Trump has mused publicly about 
having the “honour of taking Cuba,” 
adding with characteristic bluntness, 
“Whether I free it, take it, I think I 

could do anything I want with it.” 
Asked whether a military operation 
was contemplated, the response was: 
“I can’t tell you that.”
Let us sit with that language for a 

moment. “Taking” a sovereign nation. 
Doing “anything I want” with it. This 
is not the vocabulary of diplomacy; 
it is not even the vocabulary of Cold 
War containment. It is the language of 
acquisition of property, of possession. 
It belongs to a tradition that Caribbean 
people know intimately, because it was 
once applied to us. Our islands were 
“taken” too, their peoples and resourc-
es treated as things to be disposed of at 
the pleasure of imperial capitals. That 
we can hear such language in 2026 and 
respond with anything less than pro-
found alarm speaks to either the depth 
of our amnesia or the completeness of 
our accommodation.
The Caribbean’s relationship with 

Cuba is not an abstraction. For over 
half a century, Cuba has sent doctors 
and teachers across our region. Carib-
bean students have trained in Cuban 
universities. In 1972, Guyana, Barba-
dos, Trinidad, and Jamaica broke with 
Washington’s hemispheric consensus 
to recognize Cuba diplomatically, an 
act of sovereign assertion that helped 
define what an independent Caribbean 
foreign policy could look like. Cuba 
holds observer status at CARICOM 
and has maintained embassies across 
the English-speaking Caribbean. Criti-
cally, Cuba has never interfered in the 
internal politics of any CARICOM 
state, never attempted to overthrow 
a Caribbean government, never sent 
troops uninvited onto Caribbean soil.

A Modern Day Siege: 
Cuba, the Caribbean, and the Architecture of Coercion
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Here is the uncomfortable truth that 

Caribbean leaders must confront. The 
principle at stake in Cuba is not wheth-
er one approves of Cuba’s political 
system. It is whether a great power has 
the right to deliberately immiserate an 
entire civilian population to force a 
change of government. If the answer 
is yes, then every small state in this 
hemisphere exists at the sufferance of 
Washington. The precedent being set 
is not about Cuba alone, it is about 
the architecture of coercion in the 
twenty-first century, an architecture 
in which sovereignty is conditional, 
international law is advisory, and the 
suffering of millions is an acceptable 
instrument of policy.
The United Nations General Assem-

bly has voted overwhelmingly, year 
after year, to condemn the Cuba em-
bargo. UN human rights experts have 
described the current fuel blockade as 
“a serious violation of international 
law and a grave threat to a democratic 
and equitable international order.” The 
UN’s own Resident Coordinator in 
Havana has warned of “acute human-
itarian risks” and potential “collapse.” 
These are not radical assessments; 
they represent the settled view of the 
international community and yet they 
carry no force against the will of the 
besieger.

Caribbean people, of all people, 
should understand this dynamic. Our 
history is a chronicle of the gap be-
tween international norms and imperi-
al practice. We were colonized in defi-
ance of every principle later enshrined 
in international law. We fought for 
independence precisely because we 
understood that sovereignty without 
economic self-determination is cere-
monial. And now we watch as that les-
son is taught again, ninety miles from 
our shores to a people who are our 
neighbours, our partners, and our kin.

There is a further dimension that Ca-
ribbean analysts and policymakers 
cannot afford to ignore. The siege of 
Cuba is, at its core, a demonstration 

project. It demonstrates that in the cur-
rent geopolitical moment, the United 
States is prepared to use the full weight 
of its economic power to achieve re-
gime change in the Western Hemi-
sphere. This is not a departure from 
historical pattern; it is its refinement. 
The method has been updated, but the 
logic is unchanged, small states that 
displease great powers can be made to 
suffer until they comply.
For CARICOM nations that depend 

on imported energy, imported food, 
and the goodwill of larger trading 
partners, this should concentrate the 
mind considerably. If Cuba, a nation 
of eleven million with a functioning 
state apparatus, a trained military, and 
deep reserves of national pride, can be 
brought to its knees by an oil blockade, 
what protection does any Caribbean 
microstate truly enjoy? The answer, as 

it has always been for small states, lies 
not in military capacity but in collec-
tive action, in the strength of regional 
institutions, and in the willingness to 
insist, publicly and repeatedly, that in-
ternational law applies to everyone or 
it applies to no one.
A siege ends one of two ways, the 

gates open, or the people inside per-
ish. Cuba’s gates are being held shut 
by the most powerful nation on earth, 
and eleven million people are being 
told that their suffering will continue 
until their government ceases to exist. 
The siege of Cuba is not Cuba’s prob-
lem alone. It is a Caribbean problem, 
a hemispheric problem, and a test of 
whether the international order means 
anything at all when power decides 
it does not. History will record not 
only what was done to Cuba, but who 
spoke, and who was silent.
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Regional News

St. Vincent and the Grenadines will 
experience a time-lagged but inevita-
ble rise in petrol and energy costs due 
to the ongoing geopolitical conflict in 
the Middle East.
While the country is better positioned 

than in the past, the “knock-on effect” 
of global price spikes is unavoidable, 
Opposition Leader Ralph Gonsalves 
said on Monday.
Gonsalves said St. Vincent has sig-

nificantly increased its fuel resilience 
by establishing over three months of 
storage capacity at the Hugo Chavez 
Storage Plant at Lowmans. This he 
said is a major upgrade from the seven 
to nine days of storage the country had 
previously.
Despite the three-month buffer, a lag 

exists before consumers feel the full 
impact at the pump and in utility bills.
“For instance, Vinlec will eventually 

see an increase in its fuel surcharge 
due to the rising cost of imported fuel, 
but this will likely not appear in the 
current month’s billing cycle, instead 
showing up in the next”.
The price of Brent crude recently 

reached $104 per barrel, up from the 
$70s. The local pricing mechanism is 
tied to international benchmarks (spe-

cifically the Shell West price), mean-
ing higher global costs will eventually 
be reflected locally.
The conflict has severely impacted the 

Strait of Hormuz, a critical shipping 
lane. Traffic through the strait dropped 
from 1,229 passages in a comparable 
period last year to just 77 passages in 
early March 2026. This disruption is 
driving up global energy prices and 
affecting the cost of other essential 
goods like food and fertilizers.
Gonsalves cites IMF analysis sug-

gesting that a persistent 10% rise in 
oil prices adds significantly to global 

inflation.
“Locally, the government has previ-

ously used a rolling three-month aver-
age for fuel prices to help “iron out” 
sudden highs and lows for consumers, 
but if prices remain high for an extend-
ed period, the average will inevitably 
rise as well”.
Gonsalves describe the current global 

economic outlook as one of “stagfla-
tion” a combination of economic de-
pression and high inflation which is 
expected to place intense “economic 
and social pressure” on local workers. 
(St Vincent Times)

Petrol Price Hikes for SVG Despite Storage Buffer
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The Caribbean Public Health Agen-
cy (CARPHA), in partnership with 
the World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) Global Outbreak Alert and 
Response Network (GOARN), has 
officially inaugurated the GOARN 
Regional Outbreak Response Scenar-
io Programme at The Brix, Autograph 
Collection.
A CARPHA press release said that 

this pioneering initiative highlights its 
dedication to developing innovative, 
region-specific strategies to enhance 
public health emergency prepared-
ness and response efforts throughout 
the Caribbean.
The programme is financed through 

CARPHA’s Pandemic Fund Project, 
with CARPHA acting as the execut-
ing body and the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank (IDB) serving as the 
implementing agency.
The Caribbean’s distinctive environ-

ment—characterized by numerous 
small, highly interconnected islands, 
open borders, heavy dependence on 
tourism, and climate change-relat-
ed vulnerabilities—poses significant 
challenges for containing the swift 
spread of infectious diseases. These 
factors, combined with disparities 

in surveillance and laboratory infra-
structure, increase the region’s sus-
ceptibility to health emergencies. In 
recent years, the Caribbean has faced 
a surge in complex crises, including 
destructive hurricanes and outbreaks 
of diseases such as measles, dengue, 
chikungunya, and cholera. As travel, 
tourism, and migration continue to 
rise, the need for a well-trained, coor-
dinated, and multidisciplinary emer-
gency response system becomes ever 
more pressing.
The press release stated that this 

intensive five-day simulation exer-
cise, scheduled from March 16 to 
20, 2026, involves 24 public health 
experts from CARPHA and seven 
member states. These professionals 
hail from various fields, including 
risk communication, logistical sup-
port, disease surveillance, laboratory 
services, clinical management, and 
infection prevention and control, il-
lustrating the multifaceted nature of 
outbreak response.
The global GOARN team includes 

specialists from the United States and 
European Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, the University of 
Western Australia, Fundação Oswal-

do Cruz (Fiocruz) in Brazil, the UK 
Public Health Rapid Support Team 
(UK-PHRST), and the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO). Mov-
ing beyond basic orientation, this 
programme emphasizes operational 
simulation, immersing participants in 
a realistic outbreak scenario designed 
to evaluate their ability to respond ef-
fectively under sustained pressure.
The Honourable Dr. Lackram Bo-

doe, Minister of Health of Trinidad 
and Tobago, Dr. Lisa Indar, Executive 
Director of CARPHA and The Hon-
ourable Dr. Rishad Seecheran, Min-
ister in the Ministry of Health. Photo: 
CARPHA
During the opening ceremony, CAR-

PHA’s Executive Director, Dr. Lisa 
Indar, underscored the programme’s 
importance in bolstering the Caribbe-
an’s capacity to manage outbreaks.
She stated, “The Caribbean’s dy-

namics demand a well-trained, coor-
dinated, rapid, and multidisciplinary 
response, reminding us that an out-
break can arise with little warning, 
and the timeliness and effective-
ness of our response can determine 
whether it remains a contained event 
or escalates into a public health cri-
sis capable of overwhelming nation-
al health systems. The Caribbean 
context also forces us to recognize 
the need for an even more effective 
response to the next crisis and the 
continued need to strengthen our de-
ployable workforce, operational co-
ordination, and emergency response 
systems at CARPHA and across the 
region. This programme reflects not 
only the expanding recognition of 
the Caribbean’s and CARPHA’s role 
in global health security, but also our 
collective commitment to strengthen-
ing the region’s preparedness and re-
sponse capacity.”

CARPHA collaborates with GOARN to launch intensive out-
break response scenario programme aimed at strengthening 

Caribbean emergency preparedness
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Armand Bejtullahu, the Manager 

of GOARN, highlighted the signif-
icance of such initiatives in enhanc-
ing regional response capabilities. He 
stated, “Effective outbreak response 
depends on a ready, well-coordinated 
workforce. Through our partnership 
with CARPHA, GOARN is work-
ing to strengthen regional expertise 
and ensure responders have the tools 
and capabilities needed to act rapid-
ly in emergency settings. Through 
these efforts, GOARN continues to 
operationalise WHO’s Global Health 
Emergency Corps (GHEC) frame-
work, strengthening national capac-
ities while linking responders re-
gionally and globally for faster and 
more coordinated responses to public 
health events.”

The Honourable Dr. Lackram Bo-
doe, Trinidad and Tobago’s Minister 

of Health, also expressed his appre-
ciation for the initiative, remarking 
that it “marked not simply the start of 
another training exercise, but the con-
tinuation of a shared journey toward 
resilience, unity, and preparedness in 
the face of global health threats.”
This Outbreak Response Scenario 

Programme marks the second phase 
of the esteemed GOARN initiative. 
It follows the inaugural Regional 
GOARN Tier 1.5 Orientation to Na-
tional and International Outbreak 
Response Workshop held in August 
2025 in Trinidad & Tobago, which in-
volved 34 participants. That founda-
tional training aimed to bolster core 
deployment skills among CARPHA 
staff and responders from ten mem-
ber states.
By enhancing the expertise of a di-

verse group of public health profes-
sionals across the Caribbean, this 

programme aims to strengthen the 
region’s overall outbreak response 
workforce. Participants will develop 
their ability to support swift, coordi-
nated interventions against emerging 
infectious diseases, thereby bolster-
ing both national and regional resil-
ience.
According to CARPHA, as the Ca-

ribbean faces ongoing threats from 
infectious diseases—whether new or 
re-emerging—investments in work-
force development, regional cooper-
ation, and international partnerships 
remain essential. Through initiatives 
like the Regional GOARN Outbreak 
Response Scenario Programme, 
CARPHA is actively reinforcing the 
region’s preparedness infrastructure 
and its capacity to respond decisively 
to future public health emergencies. 
(Dominica News Online)
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The Caribbean Devel-
opment Bank (CDB) has 
partnered with 2X Global 
Limited, a prominent inter-
national organization dedi-
cated to promoting gender 
lens investing, to develop a 
specialized toolkit aimed at 
integrating gender consider-
ations into investment prac-
tices across the Caribbean.
A CDB press release said 

this collaboration also seeks 
to enhance regional capacity 
to incorporate gender per-
spectives throughout the en-
tire investment process.
This effort is part of the 

broader Caribbean GEMS: 
Gender Equality for Mar-
ket Sustainability initiative, 
which aims to build a robust 
ecosystem for gender-sensi-
tive investing and broaden 
the scope of impact invest-
ment within the region.
The CDB says that al-

though women in the Carib-
bean have made significant 
progress in education and 
workforce participation, 
they still encounter substan-
tial obstacles in securing 
financing. Institutional bar-
riers, societal norms, and 
the absence of gender-re-

sponsive investment frame-
works have contributed to 
persistent inequalities in 
the growth and funding of 
women-owned and wom-
en-led businesses. The part-
nership between CDB and 
2X Global intends to tackle 
these issues by providing in-
vestors and financial institu-
tions with practical tools and 
knowledge to embed gender 
considerations into their de-
cision-making processes.
According to the release, 

the project is backed by a 
US$350,000 technical as-
sistance fund, financed 
through the Bank’s Special 
Development Fund (SDF) 
and aligned with its Gen-
der Equality Action Plan. 
This funding will enable 2X 
Global to create a Gender 
Lens Investing Acceleration 
Toolbox specifically tailored 
for the Caribbean context.
The toolkit will compile 

actionable tools, templates, 
and advisory methodologies 
designed to increase access 
to investment and support 
services for women entre-
preneurs in the region, align-
ing with the globally recog-
nized standards established 

by 2X Global.
Furthermore, the initiative 

will feature the documenta-
tion of Caribbean-specific 
case studies and best prac-
tices, supporting five com-
panies or funds to undergo 
the 2X Certification process. 
These case studies will illus-
trate the pathways, challeng-
es, and successes encoun-
tered when incorporating a 
gender lens into investment 
practices, providing scalable 
models for replication across 
the Caribbean.
Announced on March 5, just 

prior to International Wom-
en’s Day, the program also 
involves the development of 
a Caribbean-focused Digital 
Academy and regional train-
ing platform. This online 
resource will deliver educa-
tional content and training 
sessions designed to bolster 
the capacity of investors, fi-
nancial institutions, interme-
diaries, and policymakers to 
adopt the 2X Global criteria 
and advance gender lens in-
vesting across the region.
Lisa Harding, Division 

Chief of the Private Sector 
Division at CDB, empha-
sized the significance of this 
initiative, highlighting its 
alignment with the Bank’s 
Private Sector Strategy to 
address issues related to 
gender disparities in access 
to finance, capacity develop-
ment, and network building.
“Through the Caribbean 

GEMS project, the Caribbe-
an Development Bank is put-
ting women entrepreneurs 
at the heart of economic 
transformation, empowering 
them to scale, innovate, and 
build resilient enterprises. 

This initiative also leverag-
es our strategic partnership 
with 2X Global to amplify 
results,” she stated.
Jessica Espinoza, CEO of 

2X Global, expressed enthu-
siasm about deepening their 
collaboration with CDB. 
She noted, “Deepening our 
partnership with the Carib-
bean Development Bank 
through this initiative is an 
exciting step for 2X Glob-
al. By developing practical 
tools, supporting companies 
through the 2X Certification 
process, and building re-
gional training platforms, we 
aim to strengthen the gender 
lens investing ecosystem 
and support women-owned 
and women-led enterprises 
across the Caribbean to ac-
cess the capital they need to 
scale and thrive.”
In 2023, CDB joined the 

global network of 2X Glob-
al, reinforcing its commit-
ment to increasing both 
the volume and impact of 
investments that promote 
women’s economic empow-
erment worldwide.
Through this partnership, 

CDB states that it aims to 
accelerate the development 
of gender-responsive invest-
ments, support women-led 
businesses, and promote 
inclusive economic growth 
throughout the Caribbean. 
The Bank also added that the 
collaboration aligns with its 
broader mission of fostering 
inclusive and sustainable de-
velopment and complements 
existing initiatives such as 
the Bank’s SheTrades Carib-
bean Regional Hub, which 
is dedicated to empower-
ing women entrepreneurs. 
(Dominica News Online)

Caribbean Development Bank collaborates with 2X Global 
to promote gender-focused investment in the Caribbean
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Elon Musk’s artificial intel-
ligence company is facing a 
lawsuit from teenagers who 
say the company facilitated 
child pornography by al-
lowing the creation of sexu-
ally explicit images of them.
The lawsuit against xAI 

was filed Monday in a fed-
eral California court by 
three young women whose 
images and videos were al-
tered by a Grok user with-
out their knowledge to show 
them nude or in otherwise 
overtly sexual ways.
Grok is a chatbot devel-

oped by xAI and hosted on 
Musk’s social media plat-
form X. xAI did not respond 
to a request for comment 
made via its parent compa-
ny.
The legal action is part of 

the fallout since last year’s 
controversial release of new 
Grok features that X called 
“spicy” mode.
Lawyers for the young 

women said Grok’s ability 
to alter images and video 
had been created and re-
leased by xAI solely to drive 
use of the chatbot and X.
They likened the way im-

ages of the young women 
were changed to “a rag doll 
brought to life through the 
dark arts”.
“xAI—and its founder 

Elon Musk— saw a busi-
ness opportunity,” the com-
plaint says. “They knew 
Grok could produce such re-
sults, including by using the 
images and videos of chil-
dren, and publicly released 
it anyway.”
The young women are 

seeking unspecified damag-
es, as well as an immediate 
order barring Grok from 
creating such images.
“Their lives have been 

shattered by the devastating 
loss of privacy, dignity, and 
personal safety”, lawyers 
for the young women said 
in their complaint.
Two of the teenagers be-

hind the lawsuit are under 
the age of 18, but all three 
are withholding their names 
from the public in order to 
protect their privacy.
One of the young plaintiffs 

said she found out about the 
imagery after she received 
an anonymous message on 
Instagram pointing her to-
ward images and videos, 
including her high school 
yearbook photo, which had 
been altered to show her in 
sexually explicit actions and 
full nudity.
The material was being 

shared on a Discord server, 
a private chat space on that 
platform, and included sim-
ilar imagery that had also 
been altered using Grok 

of at least 18 other women 
who were minors, according 
to the complaint.
The other two women who 

are suing xAI also found 
fake sexually explicit imag-
ery of them online, which 
was found to have been cre-
ated via Grok.
Grok was launched in 

2023 by Musk’s xAI. The 
company, along with X, is 
now part of Musk’s SpaceX 
company, which took over 
xAI last month.
Last year, xAI released 

what it called Grok Imag-
ine or “spicy mode”, with 
features that allowed Grok 
users to prompt it to create 
fake images that were more 
sexual in nature.
The mode even carried 

out the “undressing” of real 
people using their images 
online, from Taylor Swift to 
more average users.
In less than two weeks, 

Grok had created millions 
of sexualized images, in-
cluding more than 20,000 
of children, according to 

a sampling of the images 
conducted by the Center for 
Countering Digital Hate.
Musk initially downplayed 

Grok’s ability to create fake 
sexualized content, say-
ing in January he was “not 
aware of any naked under-
age images generated by 
Grok. Literally zero,” and 
putting the blame on users 
of the feature.
“Obviously, Grok does not 

spontaneously generate im-
ages, it does so only accord-
ing to user requests”, Musk 
wrote on X.
As such online abuse con-

tinued this year, however, 
UK watchdog Ofcom, the 
European Commission and 
California each launched 
investigations into the fea-
ture’s ability to create sex-
ualized images of real peo-
ple, particularly children.
By mid-January, X said 

that it would implement 
“technological measures” 
to stop Grok’s ability to un-
dress people in photos.
Eventually, the perpetrator 

behind the Discord server 
mentioned in the new law-
suit was arrested. He was 
not named in the lawsuit but 
is part of a separate police 
investigation.
That investigation discov-

ered he had hundreds of 
AI-generated and altered 
sexual abuse images of 
minors, which were trad-
ed on the messaging plat-
form Telegram and on the 
file-sharing platform Mega, 
according to the lawsuit. 
(BBC)

Teens sue Musk’s xAI over Grok’s pornographic 
images of them
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

A significant and unusually ear-
ly heatwave is building across the 
south-western US this week, bring-
ing temperatures more typical of 
early summer than mid-March.
In Phoenix, Arizona, the National 

Weather Service (NWS) forecasts 
temperatures could exceed 100F 
(38C) as soon as Wednesday, the 
earliest arrival of triple-digit heat 
to the city in nearly four decades.
A strong, slow-moving high-pres-

sure system - often called a heat 
dome - is trapping hot air over the 
region, pushing temperatures 20–
30F above normal in parts of Cali-
fornia, Nevada, and Arizona.
The heat is expected to persist for 

several days, with limited over-
night cooling adding to the strain. 
Millions are likely to be affected.
Highs are expected to reach well 

above 90F in many areas, includ-
ing typically cooler coastal regions, 
while inland and desert locations 
could exceed 100F, with some 
spots approaching or surpassing 
110F, challenging long-standing 
March records.
NWS has issued heat advisories 

for parts of California, including 
the Bay Area and central coast, 
where temperatures could reach 
around 90F.
Residents in the affected areas are 

being warned to check on the el-
derly and other at-risk groups as 
temperatures climb, and to sched-
ule events around peak heat.
“Extreme early-season heat cou-

pled with high tourism rates will 
make this heat very dangerous, 
particularly for those not acclimat-
ed to the heat and/or traveling from 

cooler climates,” the Las Vegas, 
Nevada NWS office said.
Forecasters warn this could be a 

prolonged event, with only gradual 
relief possible by the weekend or 
early next week, raising concerns 
about health risks and broader en-
vironmental impacts.
The heatwave also poses a seri-

ous threat to California’s already 
below-average snowpack, acceler-
ating melt at a time when it would 
normally build or decline slowly.
With temperatures running far 

above normal, snow in the Sier-
ra Nevada is likely to melt weeks 
earlier than usual, reducing the 
amount of water that can be grad-
ually released into reservoirs later 
in the year.
This rapid runoff increases the 

risk of summer water shortages - 
since snowpack provides roughly 
a third of the state’s water - and 
leaves landscapes drying out soon-
er, heightening the potential for a 
longer and more intense wildfire 
season.
Wildfire risk remains relatively 

low across much of the Southwest 
despite the heatwave, as lighter 
winds in these regions are expect-
ed to limit the rapid spread of fires.
High temperatures and dry condi-

tions alone are insufficient to drive 
large, fast-moving fires when wind 
speeds are low, providing a modest 
buffer for many communities.
Conditions are different further 

east, however, particularly from 
areas near the Rockies to the High 
Plains, where dry air, parched 
vegetation, and persistent breezes 
could create a much more favour-
able environment for wildfires to 
ignite and spread.
This developing heatwave follows 

recent blizzards and frigid con-
ditions in the Midwest and Great 
Lakes, along with heavy thunder-
storms and tornado threats towards 
the East Coast.
By the end of the week and into 

next week, above-average tem-
peratures are expected to spread 
across much of the United States. 
(BBC)

US west coast prepares for ‘dangerous’ 
heatwave in early spring
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

A mother who published a chil-
dren’s book about grief after the 
sudden death of her husband has 
been found guilty of his murder.
A jury found that Kouri Richins, 

from Utah, killed her husband in 
March 2022 by poisoning him with 
a fentanyl-laced drink. The jury de-
liberated on the case for about three 
hours before reaching its verdict on 
Monday.
During the trial, the court heard how 

Richins, 35, had racked up millions 
of dollars in debt, taken out life in-
surance policies on her husband and 
was having an extramarital affair.
Prosecutors called more than 40 

witnesses, including the woman 
who said she sold the drugs used to 
kill Eric Richins.
Her defence team chose to not call 

any witnesses, and rested their case 
without having her take the stand to 
testify in her own defence.
Richins was also found guilty of 

fraudulently claiming insurance 
benefits after her husband’s death 
at their home outside the ski resort 
town of Park City. Prosecutors said 
during the trial that she falsely be-
lieved she would inherit his estate 
worth more than $4m (£3m) after he 
died.
They also said she was planning a 

future with another man with whom 
she had been having an affair.
Officials said Richins was found to 

have poisoned her husband’s sand-
wich in an earlier incident, nearly 
killing him, before later increasing 
the dosage until he died. She was 
also found guilty of attempted mur-
der over the initial incident.
Richins pleaded not guilty to all the 

charges. The most serious, aggravat-
ed murder, carries a sentence of 25 

years to life in prison.
“She wanted to leave Eric Richins 

but did not want to leave his mon-
ey,” said Summit County prosecutor 
Brad Bloodworth.
Richins was arrested in March 2023 

- two months after she published the 
picture book Are You With Me?, 
which she said was designed to help 
people - including her three children 
- cope with the death of a loved one.
“We wrote this book and we’re re-

ally hoping that it provides some 
comfort for not just obviously, our 
family, but other families that are 
going through the same thing,” she 
told radio station KPCW in an inter-
view before her arrest.
She dedicated the book to her hus-

band, calling him “my amazing hus-
band and a wonderful father”.
Between December 2021 and Feb-

ruary 2022, Kouri Richins texted 
a person who had previously been 
arrested on drug charges asking for 
prescription pain medication, ac-
cording to court documents.
She received hydrocodone pills, the 

court documents said, before she re-
quested something stronger - “some 

of the Michael Jackson stuff”, ask-
ing specifically for fentanyl.
Three days after she allegedly ob-

tained the drugs, she and her hus-
band had a Valentine’s Day dinner, 
after which he fell ill.
“Eric believed that he had been poi-

soned,” the court documents said. 
“Eric told a friend that he thought 
his wife was trying to poison him.”
Two weeks later, according to the 

court documents, Richins acquired 
more fentanyl.
Prosecutors said that on 4 March 

2022, Richins called the police in the 
middle of the night to say she had 
found her husband unresponsive.
She told authorities she had served 

her husband a mixed vodka drink in 
bed and then went to sleep with one 
of her young children who was hav-
ing a night terror.
She later returned to her husband in 

their room where she said she found 
him “cold to the touch”.
A medical examiner later found 

Eric Richins died from a fentanyl 
overdose. He had five times the le-
thal dosage of the drug in his sys-
tem. (BBC)

Utah mother who wrote book about grief found 
guilty of poisoning husband
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International

Sports News
Participants successfully complete ABAVA 

National Referee Course

Several participants successfully 
completed the Antigua and Barbu-
da Amateur Volleyball Association 
(ABAVA) National Referee Course, 
which was held from Sunday, March 
11, to Wednesday, March 14, at the 
YMCA Sports Complex.
The course was facilitated by Inter-

national Referee Brian Charles, whose 
extensive experience and dynamic 
teaching style made the sessions high-
ly informative, interactive, and engag-
ing for all participants.
During the four-day programme, par-

ticipants explored several key areas 
essential to effective volleyball offici-

ating.
They include Rules of the Game 

2025–2028; Characteristics of the Ref-
eree; Manual Score Sheet and Libero 
Control Sheet; Rules to be tested in 
tournaments in 2026; Work and Re-
sponsibilities of Line Judges; Practical 
Refereeing Sessions; and additional 
discussions on officiating standards 
and match management.
The course combined classroom 

learning with practical on-court train-
ing, allowing participants to strengthen 
their understanding of the rules while 
gaining valuable hands-on officiating 
experience.

The Antigua and Barbuda Amateur 
Volleyball Association extends sincere 
thanks to Brian Charles for sharing his 
expertise, as well as to all participants 
who dedicated their time and effort to 
enhancing the standard of volleyball 
officiating in Antigua and Barbuda.
This initiative forms part of ABAVA’s 

ongoing commitment to developing 
technical officials and strengthen-
ing the overall standard of volleyball 
across the nation.
The ABAVA also expresses congrat-

ulations to all participants on success-
fully completing the course.

Facilitator Brian Charles, center, engages with participants at the ABAVA National Referee Course at the indoor stadium at the YMCA 
Sports Complex on Wednesday, March 14, 2026. (Photo Courtesy of the ABAVA)
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Sports News
Princess Margaret School wins senior boys 

basketball league title

The Princess Margaret School (PMS) 
captured the Senior Boys Division 
league title in the Cool and Smooth In-
ter-School Basketball Championships 
on Monday.
Princess Margaret School prevailed 

45-37 against Antigua Grammar 
School in the league championship de-
cider at the JSC Sports Complex.
Gabriel De Suza sank 17 points for 

Princess Margaret School, while Ra-
heem Sawyer shot a game-high 19 
points and Derick Perez scored 13 
points for Antigua Grammar School.
Clare Hall Secondary School pre-

vailed 63-51 against Island Academy 

in another Senior Boys Division en-
counter.
Jahaziel Santana sank 16 points, Rich-

ard Anthony converted 15 points, and 
Tajahron Davis scored 11 points for 
Clare Hall Secondary School. Tristan 
Thibou shot a game-high 35 points for 
Island Academy.
Clare Hall Secondary School won the 

Junior Boys League title by coasting 
to a commanding 76-41 victory over 
Princess Margaret School in the cham-
pionship decider.
Tajahron Davis shot a game-high 33 

points, Jahaziel Santana sank 18 points, 
and Luis Ozuna scored 16 points for 

Clare Hall Secondary School. Elijah 
Charles converted 21 points for Prin-
cess Margaret School.
The Antigua and Barbuda College of 

Advanced Studies (ABCAS) main-
tained their unbeaten run by pulling 
off a 37-13 victory over Clare Hall 
Secondary School in the senior girls’ 
division.
Jodaliah Constant shot a game-high 

15 points, while Aliana Jack and Va-
lenciana Burnette each converted 
eight points for ABCAS. Katelyn Pa-
sula also scored eight points for Clare 
Hall Secondary School.

The Princess Margaret School teams which won the Senior Boys Division league title in the Cool and Smooth Inter-School Basketball 
Championships at the JSC Sports Complex on Monday, March 16, 2026. (Photo courtesy of the Inter-School Basketball League)
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Sports News
Cedar Grove Gunners extend unbeaten run 

in Division 2 basketball

The Cedar Grove Gunners extended 
their unbeaten run to remain leaders in 
the Antigua and Barbuda Basketball 
Association’s (ABBA) Second Divi-
sion League on Monday evening.
The Gunners notched up their eighth 

win in as many matches by pulling 
off a 94-72 victory against the bottom 
team, Square One Construction Cris-
tos United, in the opening game of a 
double-header at the JSC Sports Com-
plex.
Keaddy Martin produced 19 points, 

10 rebounds, seven assists, and five 
steals; Iornie Joseph sank 18 points and 
grabbed 22 rebounds; John Rolland Jr. 
converted 16 points and snatched 14 
rebounds; and Tyras Grayman scored 
14 points and claimed 17 rebounds for 
the Gunners.
Dwayne Samuel shot a game-high 

44 points and grabbed eight rebounds, 
and Bruce Whyte scored 11 points 
and claimed five rebounds for Cris-
tos United, who remain winless and at 
the bottom of the nine-team standings 
after losing for the eighth time in as 

many games.
Michael Joseph Phoenix recorded 

their sixth win in nine matches by 
soaring to a 72-66 victory over the EZ 
Fit Flyers 2 in Monday’s second en-
counter.
Adrian Carnegie sank 21 points and 

snatched six rebounds, Shalom Blood-
man converted 17 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds, and Gary Harrison scored 
15 points and claimed 17 rebounds for 
the Phoenix.
Tyrese White sank 14 points and 

snatched five rebounds, Piper Han-
sel produced 11 points, seven assists, 
and five rebounds, and Delroy Chris-
topher chipped in with 10 points, six 
rebounds, and five steals for the EZ Fit 
Flyers 2, who suffered their eighth de-
feat in nine games.
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Sports News
Iran negotiating with FIFA to move World 

Cup games to Mexico

TEHRAN (Reuters) - Iran’s foot-
ball federation is in discussions 
with ​FIFA about moving their 
World Cup matches to Mexico 
from the United States of Amer-
ica (USA) due to concerns about 
the safety of their ‌players, Iranian 
football President Mehdi Taj said 
on Monday.
Iran’s participation in the glob-

al showpiece event was thrown 
into doubt after co-hosts the USA 
launched joint airstrikes on the 
country along with Israel.
USA President Donald Trump 

said last week that Iran were wel-
come to participate but suggest-
ed it might not be appropriate for 
them to play in the USA “for their 
own ​life and safety.”
“When Trump has explicitly 

stated that he cannot ensure the 
security of the Iranian national 
team, we will certainly not travel ​
to America,” said Taj in a post on 
the Iranian embassy in Mexico’s 
X account.
“We are negotiating with FIFA 

to ⁠hold Iran’s World Cup matches 
in Mexico.” World soccer’s gov-

erning body did not confirm any 
specifics.
“FIFA is in regular contact with 

all participating member associa-
tions, including ​IR Iran, to discuss 
planning for the FIFA World Cup 
2026. FIFA is looking forward to 
all participating teams compet-
ing as per the match schedule an-
nounced ​on 6 December 2025,” a 
FIFA spokesperson told Reuters.
Mexican President Claudia 

Sheinbaum said during a daily 
press conference that her coun-
try would have no problem host-
ing Iran’s World Cup matches, if 
FIFA agrees to it.
Iran secured a trip to a fourth 

successive World Cup by topping 
their group in the third round of 
Asian qualifying last year.
The tournament ​is due to kick off 

on June 11 in the USA, Canada, 
and Mexico, with Iran scheduled 
to play two group matches in Los 
Angeles ​and one in Seattle. Bel-
gium, Egypt, and New Zealand 
are Iran’s opponents in Group G.
The organising committees for 

matches in Los Angeles and Se-
attle did not immediately respond 
to ‌a request ⁠for comment outside 
normal USA business hours.
The prospect of shifting Iran’s 

fixtures to Mexico would mark 
a significant logistical switch for 
the tournament, though relocating 
matches for security or geopoliti-
cal reasons is not unprecedented.
In September last year, Scotland 

secured a 2-0 World Cup quali-
fying win over Belarus at Zalae-

gerszeg near the Austrian and Slo-
venian borders, after a ruling by 
UEFA over the role of Belarus as 
a staging ground for Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine.
In other sports, soured political 

relations ​between India and Pa-
kistan means the ​nuclear-armed 
neighbours only face each other 
⁠at neutral venues in multi-team 
cricket tournaments.
India refused to travel to Pakistan 

for last year’s Champions Trophy 
and were allowed to play all their 
matches in Dubai instead.
Should FIFA reject a switch of 

venue to Mexico, it seems ​unlike-
ly that Iran would travel to the 
USA and take part in the tourna-
ment while at war with ​one of the 
co-hosts.
Iran’s ⁠sports minister said last 

week it was not possible for the 
Iranian players to participate af-
ter the USA launched airstrikes 
alongside Israel against Tehran, 
killing the Islamic Republic’s su-
preme leader.
An official withdrawal would 

be the first in the modern era and 
leave FIFA with the urgent task of 
finding a replacement. The Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) 
said ⁠on Monday ​that it had not 
received any notification that Iran 
will withdraw from the event.
“At the end of ​the day, it’s the 

federation who should decide if 
they’re playing, and as of today, 
the federation has told us that they 
are going to the World Cup,” AFC 
General Secretary Windsor John ​
told reporters in Kuala Lumpur.
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stuti Kashyap Dominates WTT Humacao 
2025 – Double Podium Finish in Puerto Rico! 

Humacao, Puerto Rico – Rising 
table tennis star Stuti Kashyap 
continues to make waves on the 
international circuit, claiming 
gold and bronze medals in a daz-
zling display of talent and tenac-
ity at the WTT Youth Contender 
Humacao 2025, held at the Hu-
macao Arena, Puerto Rico.
Kashyap clinched the U17 Girls 
Singles title in commanding style. 
She triumphed over Valentina 
Davila of Venezuela in the final 
(3-1: 11-6, 11-5, 7-11, 11-6), after 
dispatching April Cintron Matos 
(Puerto Rico) 3-1 in the semifi-
nals and Naymaris Hernandez 
(Puerto Rico) 3-0 in the quarter-

finals. In the group stage, she also 
overcame Danelys Cruz Rosario 
and Kailani Cruz, both represent-
ing Puerto Rico, with clean 3-0 
victories.
In the U19 Girls Singles, Kashy-
ap earned a well-deserved third-
place finish. She posted a remark-
able 3-2 quarterfinal win against 
Kristal Melendez (Puerto Rico) 
before falling in the semifinals 
to fellow Puerto Rican Edma-
rie Leon, 0-3. Her group stage 
performance included wins over 
Natalia Cruzado (Puerto Rico) 
and Gilianie Avila (Puerto Rico), 
sealing her place in the knockout 
rounds.

Kashyap also teamed up in the 
U19 Mixed Doubles with Rivera 
(Puerto Rico). The pair reached 
the quarterfinals, narrowly los-
ing 2-3 to Lopez/Medina (Puer-
to Rico), after a dominant 3-0 
win over Torres/Cruzado (Puerto 
Rico) in the Round of 16.
These exceptional performances 
further cement Stuti Kashyap’s 
status as a rising powerhouse in 
youth table tennis and a name to 
watch on the global stage.
Congratulations, Stuti!
Your relentless pursuit of excel-
lence continues to inspire. The fu-
ture of table tennis shines brighter 
with you in it.

WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2026

Bullets and Garden Stars share points in Premier League
The Pigotts Bullets and Garden 

Stars FC shared points in their latest 
outing in the Antigua and Barbuda 
Football Association’s (ABFA) Pre-
mier Division League on Monday.
Both teams fought to a 2-2 draw in 

their keenly contested affair at the 
ABFA Technical Center.
Goals by Ngozie Harvey in the 16th 

minute and Joshua Samuel in the 
30th minute to give Garden Stars a 
two-nil lead. But Garden Stars were 
reduced to 10 players in the 55th 
minute when Sadique Adams was 
expelled after picking up a second 
yellow card.
The Bullets capitalize on their one-

man advantage to salvage the draw 
by scoring twice via conversions by 
Akeem Isaac in the 57th minute and 
Javier Wilmott in the 70th minute.
The result allows the Pigotts Bul-

lets to remain in fifth place by ad-
vancing to 29 points after securing 
their second draw in 17 matches.
The Garden Stars remain in seventh 

place with 22 points after salvaging 
their seventh draw in 17 matches.
Meanwhile, Sea View Farm FC 

moved from fourth to third place by 
picking up some important points 
in their latest outing in the ABFA’s 
Second Division League on Mon-
day.
Sea View Farm notched up their 

11th win in 15 matches with a 6-2 
drubbing of Belmont FC at Sea 
View Farm.
Nigel Graham and Caron Lew-

is each scored twice, while Akeem 

Warrick and Barry Samuel each 
converted once for Sea View Farm 
FC. Iandre Hodge and Joshua Blen-
man were the goal scorers for Bel-
mont FC.
The result allows Sea View Farm 

FC to move into third place on 
goal difference by advancing to 35 
points, the same as second-placed 
Young Lions and Kelton Dalso Real 
Blizzard, who dropped into fourth 
place.
Belmont FC remains in 13th place 

with 14 points after suffering their 
10th defeat in 16 matches.
Blackburn Palace and Police bat-

tled to a 2-2 draw in their encounter 
at the Fort Road playing field.
The result allows Blackburn Pal-

ace to remain in fifth place with 32 
points after securing their second 
draw in 16 matches.

Police FC will also remain in sixth 
place with 31 points after salvaging 
their fourth draw in 14 matches.
Point West Ham FC and the Url-

ings Golden Stars also played to a 
2-2 draw at the Radio Range playing 
field in Ottos.
Amill Williams scored in the 16th 

minute, and Taeim Tonge had a 
71st-minute conversion for the Url-
ings Golden Stars. Anderson Her-
bert converted a penalty kick in the 
57th minute, and Lloyd Sheppard 
scored in the 66th minute for Point 
West Ham FC.
The result allows Point West Ham 

FC to remain in 10th place on goal 
difference with 21 points after secur-
ing their third draw in 13 matches.
The Urlings Golden Stars remain 

in 11th place on goal difference with 
21 points after salvaging their third 
draw in 15 matches.

Players of the Pigotts Bullets football team starting XI
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