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Social cases continue
to strain SLBMC

Story on page 2

Aerial view of the Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre, the country’s main health care facility
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Social cases continue to strain SLEMC

Social cases remain one of the most
persistent challenges facing the Sir
Lester Bird Medical Centre (SLB-
MC), according to Medical Direc-
tor Dr. Shivon Belle-Jarvis, who has
again raised concern about the im-
pact such cases are having on patient
care and hospital capacity.

Speaking on the Morning Pointe
Show o Tuesday, Dr. Belle-Jarvis ex-
plained that many individuals are tak-
en to the hospital despite not requir-
ing acute medical care. While these
patients are assessed and medically
reviewed, difficulties arise when they
are to be discharged.

“We have persons who are brought
to the hospital not in need of acute
care, but would have been reviewed,
and then afterwards we can’t find the
family members,” she said. “They’re
no longer answering their phones, or
they’re saying they’re no longer as-
sociated or affiliated, and that poses
a challenge.”

Dr. Belle-Jarvis revealed that at one
point the hospital was managing as
many as 17 social cases simultane-
ously. These patients, while medical-
ly stable, continued to occupy ward
beds because there was nowhere safe
for them to go.

“You have persons on the ward for
whom you’re primarily feeding and
caring, not actively getting medical
intervention, and you have persons in
the ER who can’t come up — up to
17 spaces,” she noted.

Medical Director Dr. Shivon Belle-Jarvis

The situation temporarily improved
after the number of social cases was
reduced to one patient over the week-
end. Dr. Belle-Jarvis said the reduc-
tion occurred due to a combination of
factors, including some patients be-
ing placed in nursing homes, others
being reunited with family, and, re-
grettably, some passing away. How-
ever, the relief was short-lived.

“By Monday, from my census,
we’re back up to four,” she said, un-
derscoring the recurring nature of the
problem.

The medical director stressed that
while the hospital remains commit-
ted to compassionate care, it is not
designed to function as a long-term
care facility, underscoring the need
for families and the wider communi-
ty to play a more active role in sup-
porting elderly and vulnerable indi-
viduals.

“It’s just for us to be mindful that we

need to continually care for the elder-
ly,” she said, adding pointedly that
“the hospital really does not serve the
purpose of a nursing home.”

Hospital officials are warning that
unless the issue of social cases is ad-
dressed, access to timely emergency
and inpatient care will remain under
pressure at the country’s main hospi-
tal.

In 2025, the Government of Antigua
and Barbuda announced its inten-
tion to introduce legislation this year
to address rising concerns of elder
abuse and neglect.

It was revealed that the Ministry of
Social Transformation was receiving
increased reports that some children
and other relatives are failing in their
responsibilities to provide the neces-
sary care and attention that the elder-
ly require.

Alarmed by what is taking place,
Cabinet announced it intends to ta-
ble a bill in parliament to address the
growing problem.

In 2024, Minister of Health, Well-
ness, the Environment and Civil Ser-
vice Affairs, Sir Molwyn Joseph, re-
vealed there no law currently exists
that will hold children or other family
members accountable for abandon-
ing their elderly relatives.

As such, he stated his intention
then to lobby the Cabinet to advance
an “Abandonment of the Elderly and
Protection of their Assets” Act.

Open Daily -
12:00pm - 10:30pm
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CBH appeals to families to claim hodies

The Central Board of Health 1s
making a public appeal for the
families of two deceased males
whose bodies have been in stor-
age at a local funeral home, one
since last October.

In a media release, the office of
the Chief Health Inspector stated
that the department is making the
situation public hoping that fam-
ily members may get to learn of
the current situation.

The release said CBH is there-
fore making public the names of
two (2) deceased bodies and date
of passing.

The bodies are currently being
kept in storage at Barnes Funer-
al Home. Family member(s) can
contact Ms. Jessica Barnes, Man-
aging Director of Barnes Funer-
al Home, Irwin Barnes Close;
American Road, at 462-1037 to
arrange for private burial.

The names of the deceased:

1. Mr. La Shaune Tunsha Charles
— Date of death 19th October,
2025

2. Mr. Augustin White — Date of
death 2nd January, 2026

“Failing to do so within fourteen
(14) days of the appearance of
this advertisement will result in
the government taking the appro-
priate action to have the deceased
body interred at a Public Ceme-
tery without any further notice.
Legal action after burial would
not be an option,” the release stat-
ed.

A spokesman for CBH revealed
that there are times when family
members, for a variety of reasons,
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decline to go forward to accept
responsibility for a deceased rel-
ative. Quite often, the issue sur-
rounds finances; either an inabil-
ity to pay or an unwillingness to
pay.

When this happens, it is left to
the government to bury the bod-
ies. Legislation passed by parlia-
ment last year however requires
that CBH advertises that the body
of the deceased is at the funeral
home and that family members
are encouraged to go forward and|
claim the bodies. After one month
has elapsed with no one coming
forward to make a claim, the bodyj
is then buried.
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Launch of the Official Website for the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting 2026

The official website for the Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) 2026, is now up and run-
ning.

An official release said the website
establishes a central digital platform
to support delegates, media represen-
tatives and audiences across the Com-
monwealth in advance of the Meeting
to be held in Antigua and Barbuda from
1 to 4 November 2026.

The CHOGM website will serve as
the official information hub for dele-
gates and members of the media attend-
ing CHOGM 2026, providing updates
on the Meeting’s programme, thematic
priorities, logistical arrangements and
official news.

In keeping with the national effort to

showcase Antigua and Barbuda as a
premier destination, the website fea-
tures curated imagery of iconic lo-
cations across the country, including
Shirley’s Heights, St. John’s Anglican
Cathedral, Devil’s Bridge, the Frigate
Bird Sanctuary and Antigua and Bar-
buda’s award-winning beaches, among
other captivating scenes. All imagery
has been provided by the Antigua and
Barbuda Tourism Authority.

Delegates and accredited media will
also be able to review accommodation
options through a dedicated listing of
nearly thirty unique properties and ho-
tels across Antigua, supporting efficient
planning for participation in CHOGM
2026. Information regarding registra-
tion and accreditation procedures will
be published separately and announced
in a subsequent press release once
available.

The website further provides a com-
prehensive photo and video bank of
CHOGM-related imagery, practical
travel information for delegates and
visitors, and the latest news and an-
nouncements related to CHOGM 2026.
It also includes contact details for key
CHOGM committees, direct links to of-
ficial CHOGM social media platforms
as well as to the Antigua and Barbuda

destination website and the Common-
wealth Secretariat, ensuring that users
can easily access all relevant informa-
tion in once location.

The development and ongoing mainte-
nance of the official CHOGM website
are being undertaken by the Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda’s Min-
istry of Information, in collaboration
with the Commonwealth Secretari-
at, reflecting a shared commitment to
transparent communication and global
engagement. The Antigua and Barbuda
High Commission in London continues
to assist in engagement with Common-
wealth partners and stakeholders to
raise awareness of the official CHOGM
2026 website in the lead-up to the
Meeting.

Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister,
Gaston Browne, stated: “As Antigua
and Barbuda prepares to welcome the
Commonwealth family in 2026 and to
serve as a place of dialogue, partnership
and shared purpose, this platform will
help connect people across our regions,
provide delegates and media with clear
and reliable information, and share
with the world the beauty, culture and
warm hospitality that define our nation.
We look forward to engaging citizens
and partners across the Commonwealth
as we work together to advance shared
priorities and strengthen cooperation

for the benefit of present and future
generations.”

Commonwealth  Secretary-General
Shirley Botchwey, noted: “We warm-
ly welcome the launch of the CHOGM
website by the Government of Antigua
and Barbuda as another important mile-
stone on the road to November, when
Commonwealth leaders will gather
under the theme, ‘Accelerating Part-
nerships and Investment for a Pros-
perous Commonwealth.” This website
will serve as a valuable gateway for
information and collaboration, and we
continue to work closely with Anti-
gua and Barbuda toward a successful
CHOGM.”

Permanent Secretary Ministry of For-
eign Affairs/Head of the CHOGM Task
Force Ambassador Dr. Clarence Pil-
grim also noted: “This site will serve
three critical purposes: First, it will
provide timely and accurate informa-
tion to governments, delegates, media,
partners, and the general public — en-
suring that all stakeholders remain in-
formed as preparations progress. Sec-
ond, it will function as a coordination
tool, supporting logistics, accreditation,
events scheduling, and official commu-
nications in a streamlined and efficient
manner. Third, it will showcase Anti-
gua and Barbuda — our readiness, our
hospitality, our culture, and our capac-
ity to successfully deliver a meeting of
global significance.”

CHOGM 2026 will bring together
Heads of Government and delega-
tions from across the Commonwealth
to advance collective action on shared
priorities, including sustainable devel-
opment, climate resilience, economic
cooperation and the empowerment of
young people.

Members of the public, delegates and
media organisations are encouraged to
visit the official website at chogm?26.
gov.ag and follow updates as prepara-
tions continue towards this important
global gathering.
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Elkhorn Marine Conservancy Announces
Rebrand to AnuBlue

Elkhorn Marine Conser-
vation (EMC) announc-
es its official rebrand to
AnuBlue, reflecting its
expanded programming
that includes more than
elkhorn coral restoration.
The new name referenc-
es “Anu”, a well-known
reference to Antigua, and
“Blue” refers to the marine
ecosystems they restore.
Pronounced as “a new
blue”, the name has a lay-
ered meaning that captures
the vision of giving Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s marine
ecosystems “a new” shot
at life as restored and re-
silient seas.

Since its founding in
2021, the organisation
has grown from start-
ing a single coral nursery
near Green Island into a
multi-dimensional ocean
restoration program. Un-
der the new identity of
AnuBlue, the organization
operates across three in-
terconnected pillars: resto-
ration, research, and com-
munity engagement.

AnuBlue’s  restoration
program propagates 13
endangered coral species
to support reef resilience.
Over the last five years
of its existence, AnuBlue
has established four coral
nurseries - at Jumby Bay,
Cades Reefand two around
Green Island - where cor-
al fragments propagated
from parent colonies that
have demonstrated heat
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and disease resistance are
grown. Once mature, these
fragments are out-planted
onto nearby degraded reef
beds. Corals with differ-
ent genotypes are placed
in close proximity, en-
couraging natural gamete
exchange during spawn-
ing events and promot-
ing genetic mixing. This
approach helps produce
more robust coral popula-
tions with a greater capac-
ity to withstand climate
change impacts and future
disease outbreaks.

AnuBlue’s restoration
efforts are guided by in-
novative research tailored
to Antigua and Barbuda’s

unique ocean conditions.
Being a science-driven
organisation, AnuBlue rig-
orously conducts regular
water quality monitoring,
explores the impact of
sponges and herbivorous
organisms (e.g. crabs and
sea urchins) on coral reef
restoration, and conducts
whale acoustic monitor-
ing, and shark tagging
— to inform region wide
ecosystem conservation.
In the last year, AnuBlue’s
efforts have been recog-
nized by the internation-
al scientific community
through publication in a
peer-reviewed journal.

Equally central to

AnuBlue’s mission s
community connection to
the sea. From the onset,
the organisation has em-
ployed local fisher-folk
and scuba divers to ensure
the sustainability of the
various coral nurseries and
restoration sites around
Antigua. Recognising
the complex relationship
many people in Antigua
and Barbuda have with the
sea, AnuBlue offers ocean-
based swimming lessons,
summer camps, and ed-
ucational outreach pro-
grams. Through these ini-
tiatives the organization
works to build ocean con-
fidence, foster steward-
ship, and nurture a culture
of care for the local coastal
environments.

“This new name reflects
our growth and captures
the scale and ambition of
what we aim to become,”
said Christal Clashing,
Director of Advancement
and Community Engage-
ment. “AnuBlue captures
our belief that restoration
must go hand-in-hand with
education, research, and
community partnership if
we want lasting change.”

The rebrand signals a
commitment not just to re-
storing coral reefs, but to
strengthening the relation-
ship between people and
ocean — ensuring that An-
tigua and Barbuda’s ma-
rine ecosystems can thrive
for generations to come.
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THE QUEEN'S

COMMONWEALTH WRITING COMPETITION 2026

The Royal Commonwealth Soci-
ety has announced the rebrand of
its flagship youth writing initiative.
The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay
Competition will now be known as
the Queen’s Commonwealth Writing
Competition

This evolution reflects a broader,
more inclusive approach to written ex-
pression, while continuing to champi-
on young voices across the Common-
wealth.

The competition structure has also
been redesigned to strengthen regional
representation. The competition will
be open to all Commonwealth nation-
als or residents under 18, with one
winner selected from each of the five
regions of the Commonwealth. From

these regional winners, one overall
winner will be chosen, ensuring excel-
lence in writing is recognised across
all regions.

Janet Cooper OBE, Chair of the Roy-
al Commonwealth Society, said:

“As we look to the future of this histor-
ic competition, this reimagining marks
an important and timely evolution. By
strengthening regional representation
across the Commonwealth, we are en-
suring that a greater diversity of voic-
es, perspectives, and experiences are
reflected and celebrated. This renewed
structure honours our long-standing
legacy while positioning the compe-
tition to be more inclusive, accessible
and responsive to young people across
all regions. It is a change rooted in our

The Queen’s Commonwealth Writing Competition

Janet COﬁer BE, Chair of the Royal Com-
monwealth Society

values and one that will enable the
competition to flourish for generations
to come.”

The rebrand is reflected in a refreshed
visual identity, including a new logo
symbolising creativity, writing, and
the five regions of the Commonwealth.

The competition is honoured to be
supported by Her Majesty The Queen,
Vice-Patron of the Royal Common-
wealth Society. Her longstanding
commitment to literacy continues to
inspire young people across the Com-
monwealth, reflected in a 53% growth
in participation over the past year.

The Queen’s Commonwealth Writing
Competition will open to entrants on 4
March 2026.

JA AND BARBUDA
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Liberty Caribbean urges responsible digital
choices on Safer Internet Day

Inge Smidts, Chief‘Executive Officer, Liber-
ty Caribbean

Liberty Caribbean joins the in-
ternational community in observ-
ing Safer Internet Day 2026 with
a renewed focus on personal digi-
tal responsibility under the theme:
“Smart Tech, Safe Choices — Ex-
ploring the Safe and Responsible
Use of AI"".

Safer Internet Day promotes saf-
er, more responsible and more
inclusive use of online technolo-
gies. This year’s theme highlights
the importance of ethical, mind-
ful decision-making as smart
technologies, including artificial
intelligence, become increasingly
integrated into everyday life.

“We reaffirm our commitment
as the regional connectivity lead-
er to help customers, employees
and communities make smart, in-
formed choices online. Technol-
ogy may be advancing rapidly,
but trust and safety must always
remain at the centre of how we
connect,” said Inge Smidts, Chief

Itay Yefet, Vice President of Information
Eechnology, IT Operations, Liberty Carib-
ean

Executive Officer, Liberty Carib-
bean.

As connectivity expands across
homes, workplaces and commu-
nities, Liberty Caribbean, the op-
erators of Flow, Liberty Business
and BTC, continues to champion
digital practices that protect peo-
ple, data and communities.

“As technology evolves, so do
the risks, and artificial intelligence
adds a new layer of complexity,”
said Itay Yefet, Vice President of
Information Technology, IT Op-
erations, Liberty Caribbean.

“Our role is not only to strength-
en systems and networks, but to
help people understand how their
everyday digital choices impact
security. Safe technology starts
with informed users, supported
by resilient infrastructure and re-
sponsible innovation.”

Liberty Caribbean joined parent
company Liberty Latin America

AR T
et

Felipe Ruiz, Vice President, Infoation Se-
curity and CISO, Liberty Latin America.

(LLA) for an internal, all-staff
virtual panel discussion “Smart
Tech, Safe Choices. A Better
Internet”, bringing together cy-
bersecurity leaders, community
advocates and executives from
across the LLA group.

The discussion explored hy-

per-connectivity, artificial intel-
ligence, human decision-making
and the shared responsibility re-
quired to create a safer digital en-
vironment.

“Technology can be intelligent,
but it does not replace judgment,”
said Felipe Ruiz, Vice President,
Information Security and CISO,
Liberty Latin America.

“A safer internet begins with
people, with the choices we
make, the habits we build, and
the awareness we share. When
individuals understand their role
in cybersecurity, communities
become stronger and more resil-
ient.”
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ONDCP Workers Take Industrial Action Over
Health and Safety Concerns

Employees of the Office of National
Drug and Money Laundering Con-
trol Policy (ONDCP) have withdrawn
their labour, citing serious and long-
standing health and safety hazards at
their Camp Blizzard headquarters.

General Secretary of The People’s
Union, Andie Stephen, said the issues
inside the ONDCP building have per-
sisted for approximately eight years,
with conditions deteriorating rather
than improving.

“At one point, while they were un-
der the AT&LU, the minister reduced
the working hours to four-hour shifts
because of the environment. That ar-
rangement has continued for years,
likely since around the COVID peri-
od, but the building has only gotten
worse,” Stephen said.

She related that employees have re-
ported visible mold on walls, chairs,
and storage boxes, along with high hu-
midity caused by air-conditioning con-
densation, poor air quality in several
rooms, rodent infestation and leaky
ceilings, adding that the prevailing
conditions have contributed to staff
illnesses, including fatigue and breath-
ing difficulties.

The People’s Union General Secre-
tary recalled that last year, the ministry
engaged Microbiologist and Director
of the Department of Analytical Ser-
vices Dr. Linroy Christian to assess
the facility. After conducting a month-
long review, he issued a report dated

General Secretary of The People’s Union,
Andie Stephen

August 1, 2025, outlining corrective
measures and timelines ranging from
three to six months, Andie Stephen
explained. A follow-up inspection was
also recommended to ensure the prob-
lems were properly addressed, but she
alleges that management failed to car-
ry out the prescribed repairs and un-
dertook cosmetic work instead.

Stephen has chided ONDCP’s man-
agement for its inability to treat the
outstanding issues with the serious-
ness they deserve. The employees
were previously represented by Anti-
gua and Barbuda Trades and Labour
Union, and allegedly wrote to have
The People’s Union become their bar-
gaining agent. Despite this, she stated
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that the union has been met with resis-
tance.

Contacted for a response to the indus-
trial action, Director of the ONDCP,
Lieutenant Colonel Edward Croft, af-
firmed the entity’s commitment to re-
solving the long-standing issues.

“We will continue to engage construc-
tively with the Union and our staff to
resolve the outstanding matters,” Col-
onel Croft assured.

He told POINTE XPRESS, “While it
is regrettable that we have reached this
stage, every effort is being undertaken
to expedite the additional repairs re-
quired and to provide clear, consistent
updates on the progress being made to
address all concerns. The health and
safety of our officers and staff remain
our highest priority. No effort will be
spared to ensure that all identified is-
sues are addressed effectively and in a
timely manner”, Colonel Croft stated.

The union official said employees are
eager to return to the office full time,
but will not do so until the building is
safe to occupy for extended periods.

“This has been going on for over
eight years and we’ve had enough,”
The People’s Union executive member
declared. “We are not going back into
the building until Dr. Christian comes
and let us know what needs to be done,
and how long it’s going to take. Until
we are satisfied, the workers will be
off the job.”
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Build It Like We Mean It

By Professor C. Justin Robinson
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal,
The UWI Five Islands Campus

Walk through St. John’s on a Tues-
day afternoon and the heat sits on the
streets like a punishment. A vendor on
Market Street arranges her produce un-
der a tarpaulin that has survived three
hurricane seasons and looks it. A civ-
il servant edges his car through water
pooling where the drains failed again,
the same drains, the same places, year
after year. A cruise ship towers over
the harbour and a few hundred passen-
gers step ashore into a town that can-
not quite decide whether it exists for
them or for the people who live there.
On Redcliffe Street, a young woman
home for Christmas looks at the shop-
front where her grandmother once sold
fabric and sees a locked door. She has
a degree in environmental engineering
from Toronto. She will fly back next
week.

The government has announced the
redevelopment of St. John’s. Whatev-
er one’s political persuasion, this is the
right decision at the right time. For too
long the capital has been the subject
of lament rather than action, and lead-
ership means going first. On this, the
government has gone first, however,
a launch is a beginning, not a conclu-
sion. The harder question is whether
the rest of us, citizens, professionals,
the private sector, residents, the dias-
pora, will own this project and shape

it into what this moment demands and
whether the government, having invit-
ed us in, will actually let us through
the door.

In three previous essays I have ar-
gued that the international order that
once protected small states is collaps-
ing, that no external power is coming
to rescue us, and that the ancient in-
struction the prophet Jeremiah gave to
a displaced people, build houses, plant
gardens, seek the welfare of the city
where you find yourselves, is the Ca-
ribbean’s mandate now. That instruc-
tion was not sentimental; it was given
to people who had lost everything and
were tempted to wait for deliverance.
Jeremiah told them to stop waiting, the
government has given us the building
site, the question is whether we will
build on it like people who intend to
stay.

Every Caribbean development docu-
ment invokes climate resilience. The
phrase has become an incantation,
spoken at conferences, printed on
summit banners, inserted into funding
proposals. We are world champions
at describing the crisis and world lag-
gards at demonstrating the response.
No Caribbean city has ever shown, in
a completed, functioning, living place,
what climate resilience actually looks
like when you stop talking and pour
the foundations.

St. John’s can be that demonstration.
Consider one detail, drainage. The wa-
ter pooling on the streets of the capital
after every heavy shower is not an act
of God, itis a design failure. Permeable
paving, bioswales, retention gardens,
and properly graded stormwater chan-
nels are not experimental technology,
they are standard urban engineering
in cities that take flooding seriously.
A redesigned St. John’s could capture
and reuse rainwater instead of letting
it rot in the road. Scale that principle
across every system, energy, trans-
port, waste, building codes, and you
have a city rebuilt for the storms that

are coming, powered by the sun that is
already here. Climate resilience not as
branding, but as engineering. No one
in the region has done it, Antigua and
Barbuda can be first, and being first
has a value that being third never will.

The young woman with the engi-
neering degree is not a metaphor, she
is a category. The expertise required
to build a climate-resilient city, re-
newable energy, sustainable drainage,
green architecture, smart water man-
agement, is precisely the expertise we
keep exporting via the airport every
August. This project can reverse that
flow, but only if it creates genuine pro-
fessional pathways, not junior roles
for locals while foreign firms collect
the fees. The default must be local,
of course we partner with internation-
al expertise where necessary, but we
structure it as knowledge transfer, as
China did, not as permanent depen-
dency. Every foreign specialist should
have a local counterpart being trained
to replace them, anything less is colo-
nialism with a consulting fee.

However, reversing the brain drain
is only half the challenge. The deeper
question is one of ownership. Antigua
and Barbuda sits on hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in idle capital, bank
deposits earn next to nothing, and
pension fund returns barely keep pace
with inflation. Private savings circu-
late in a narrow loop of consumption
and real estate while productive in-
vestment starves, not because our peo-
ple lack money, but because they have
never been given a credible way to put
that money to work building their own
country.

This has to change, and the redevel-
opment of St. John’s is the place to
change it. Imagine a St. John’s Devel-
opment Bond, or a community equity
vehicle, designed not for foreign insti-
tutional investors but for the Antiguan
on the ground. A schoolteacher invests
five thousand dollars, a taxi driver puts
in two thousand, a retired civil servant
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commits a portion of her pension.
They are not donating, they are buying
a stake, a real, return-generating stake,
in the transformation of their capital
city. Transparently governed, inde-
pendently audited and with small in-
vestors given priority over large ones.

Why does this matter beyond the
economics? It matters because own-
ership changes behaviour. An employ-
ee watches; an owner asks questions.
People who hold equity in their own
national development do not sit on the
sidelines while contracts go to friends
and costs balloon without explanation.
They demand standards because their
money is on the line. For too long, the
Caribbean development model has of-
fered ordinary citizens only two roles,
worker or spectator, this project can
create a third, owner! That is not a fi-
nancial innovation, it is a democratic
one.

The government has launched the
project, now citizens must own and
shape it if allowed to. Here we must
be honest, because we know the old
model, we have lived it. In one Carib-
bean country after another, the pattern
repeats, a contract quietly steered to
a connected firm, procurement tech-
nically open but practically predeter-
mined, a community consulted after
the concrete has already been poured.
I remember a regional infrastructure
project, I will not name it, where the
“public consultation” was held for-
ty-eight hours before the contract was
signed. The room was full of people
who understood, with perfect clarity,
that they had been invited to ratify a
decision, not to shape one.

None of that is inevitable, citizens
can choose differently by demanding
differently. Open procurement with
published criteria. Independent over-
sight with civil society teeth, public re-

porting on expenditures and contracts,
a citizen advisory structure with real
authority, not decorative consultation.
These are not radical proposals, they
are standard practice in countries that
take their own development seriously.
If Antigua and Barbuda gets this right,
not just the buildings, but the process,
this project can do for the Caribbean
what Viv Richards did with his bat and
Andy Roberts did with the ball, prove
to the world, and more importantly
to ourselves, what we are capable of
when we refuse to settle for less.

The young woman on Redcliffe Street
is watching. She has heard the speech-
es before, she has seen plans that came
to nothing, she knows the difference
between a country that talks about
transformation and one that practices
it, because she left the first kind and is
deciding whether to come back.

She will know if we didn’t.
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Taking a Maple Leaf from the Canadian Book

By Lawrence A. Jardine

“Give me liberty, or give me death!”
is a famous 1775 declaration by Pat-
rick Henry, signaling a desperate, ul-
timate choice: either the American
colonies secure freedom from British
tyranny, or they face the consequences
of armed resistance, including death.
It signifies that life under oppression
is not worth living, emphasizing that
freedom is worth any sacrifice.

Trump’s disrespect for predomi-
nantly Black countries that he called
,,shithole® countries, Cuba, Venezuela,
Greenland and Canada, among many

IN THE

others, invokes the above human in-
stinct for dignity that is universal and
as old as mankind itself. Mankind has a
history of relentlessly and innovative-
ly struggling against acts of God and
man, and freaks of nature. We have
been maimed and killed struggling -
and we will eternally continue to do so
- for freedom, dignity and justice.

In the Caribbean, at worst of times,
our ancestors would have fought,
jumped overboard, and with their
last breath proclaimed give us liber-
ty or give us death. We, having been
exploited for centuries by European
powers and descendants, are still on
this historical continuum; fighting for
self-determination, economic justice
and reparations. Where recent US

Presidents may have been clandestine,
Trump’s disrespect for their so called
American ‘back yard’ is conspicuous,
brazen and obscene. Nonetheless, this
1s America’s core: regardless of prece-
dency, they fabricate pretexts to tra-
verse the globe instigating wars, de-
stabilizing governments, assassinating
leaders, destroying economies, under-
mining nations, fragmenting families,
and killing thousands of innocent chil-
dren, women and men.

The Caribbean cannot thrive in an
uncivilized and barbaric world where
might is right. We will never attain re-

‘I
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SAVE THE DATE

spect or balance of power by military
means. We will never come pompous-
ly to the negotiating table flaunting
weapons of mutually assured destruc-
tion. All we have is a moral authority
as a people who have endured Euro-
pean barbarism; substantively an inhu-
mane philosophy of profit over people.
Clearly, we can only thrive in a humane
world of peace and mutual respect for
all peoples and nations. It is for these
reasons that we, all of us in the Carib-
bean region, must be most strident in
maintaining a rule-based global order.
We must be front and center of such
proclamations and activism as articu-
lated by the late Walter Rodney, and
as recently stated by the honorable and
courageous Prime Minister of Barba-
dos, Mia Mottley. So, as we currently
face American tyranny, we must push
back; by whatever means necessary.

Unlike centuries ago, before telecom-
munications and multi-media technol-
ogies, Trump’s obscene political per-
sonality, inhumane madness, racism
and blatant disrespect for sovereign
peoples can be seen far and wide, by
all and sundry, on social media via the
Internet. As St. Lucian Dr. Tennyson
Joseph admonished the Caribbean,
“[W]e must not normalize what Trump
is doing.” This is critically pointing to
some Caribbean politicians, commen-
tators and intellectuals who are already

~—
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calling Trump’s belligerent attack on
democracy, sovereignty and interna-
tional law, ‘the new world order’.

Trump’s new world order is a frantic
MAGA response to America’s eco-
nomic decadence, which is partial-
ly due to internal exploitations by its
very own unpatriotic capitalists. For
personal profit, the so called American
patriots and innovators avoided paying
taxes, closed industries and outsourced
American production and jobs.

Further, Trump’s new world order is
provoked by the Cuban and Venezue-
lan mission of using national intellect
and material resources to alleviate
mass poverty, as China is doing. Their
egalitarian vision of a new world or-
der is a menacing contrasting example
to American Capitalism and its old
imperial order of exploiting its work-
ing-class to everlastingly hoard profits
and wealth in the pockets of an elite
minority.

Trump is the representative of a per-
sistent primitive and uncivilized mind
set in an age of non-scarcity. Observ-
ing Trump’s racism, white supremacy,
and dictatorial ambitions is depressing.
And for some Caribbean observers, it
may beg the question: is the pursuit
of goodness and justice in his world
indicative of naive and wishful think-
ing? No, it is not, for the world is not
Trump’s! We should not be indifferent
and surrender to Trump’s world view;
it is an unacceptable order to which we
should not genuflect. The Caribbean
population must assist our politicians
to pushback against such American
imperialistic impositions.

As European and White leaders are
now experiencing, the same unhinged
American stick that has been striking
the wild goat is disrespectfully threat-
ening to strike the tame; NATO allies.
However, the economic response to
Trump’s America by Canadians is ex-
emplary.

Canadians are pushing back in reac-
tion to Trump’s imposed tariff on their
exports and his stated ambition to an-

nex Canada as America’s 51st state.
In concert, Canadians have reduced
travel to the United States and their
consumption of American goods and
services.

Between February and October, Ca-
nadian air travel returns from the Unit-
ed States had fallen by 21%. Even
more concerning was the drop in au-
tomobile returns, which fell by a stag-
gering 33.5%. These figures will like-
ly get worse as the final travel return
numbers from 2025 are tallied.

In solidarity with my Canadian
friends and schoolmates, 1 will not
travel to America while President
Trump is in office. I will not be the
typical shop-binging good Caribbean
tourist in America; shopping on Ford-
ham Road — and bringing home a lot of
American stuff.

7 FER
SCOTLAND
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But I will continue to watch Amer-
ica’s Got Talent (AGT). AGT is the
American amphitheater showcas-
ing human talents, perseverance and
dreams from across the globe. And I
will sob as the American audience of-
ten does when people of all ethnicities,
ages, and walks of life express their
hopes and aspirations; in pursuit of the
universal American dream.

And I will never forget the life-les-
son from Robert Finley; the blind
sixty-five (65) year old man who was
pursuing his American dream on AGT.
Finley performed his self-composed
philosophical love song: “Now, it
may not come in the mailbox; it might
come in a moving van. But you got to
take it when you can get it, and get it
while you can.”

ENGLAND
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NEPAL

1918 FEB

ITALY
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SVG Moves to Phase Out Cuban Medical Doctors

As the U.S continues to pressure Ca-
ribbean governments as it pertains to
Cuban medical personnel, the St Vin-
cent government announced on Mon-
day a plan to reduce the country’s re-
liance on Cuban medical personnel as
part of a strategy for “Medical Staffing
Localisation.”

Prime Minister Godwin Friday said
the government will begin a three-year
phase-out of the reliance on Cuban
District Medical Officers.

Friday cited two primary reasons for
this policy shift including the language
barriers which he says is often faced by
patients and staff and to reduce foreign
staffing costs associated with main-
taining international medical teams.

In a February 6 post from the U.S
Embassy the following was stated,

“The United States is committed to
holding accountable Cuban regime
officials, foreign government officials,
and others for facilitating forced labor
in Cuba’s medical missions. By par-
ticipating in these programs, despite
known human rights abuses, foreign
governments become complicit in the
regime’s tactics”.

The Embassy further stated that their
actions directly contribute to the abus-
es of Cuban workers. “There are alter-
native methods available for Caribbe-
an nations to recruit foreign medical
workers and ethically meet the health-
care needs of their people”.

Well the Opposition leader Ralph
Gonsalves questioned whether these
changes are part of U.S pressure, the
Prime Minister did not indicate such at
the time of his announcement on Mon-
day.

To fill the gap, the government plans
to recruit four local Medical Officers
in 2026.

This initiative he said is part of a wid-
er health strategy focused on moving
from “dependence to capability” and
ensuring the health system is staffed

by local professionals where possible. (St Vincent Times)
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Jamaica’s corruption perception score unchanged;
still among countries with ‘serious problems’

Jamaica has recorded no
change on the latest Cor-
ruption Perceptions Index
(CPI), maintaining a score
of 44, to be among countries
with significant problems
with corruption, according
to Transparency Interna-
tional.

The score is two points
above a “new low” global

average of 42.

Transparency International
released the 2025 index on
Tuesday, showing Jamaica
also unchanged at 73rd out
of 182 countries in the glob-
al rankings.

The CPI, published by
Transparency International,
scores countries on a scale of
0 to 100, where 0 represents
a highly corrupt public sec-
tor and 100 indicates a very
clean one. A CPI score of
below 50 usually means that
a country has a serious cor-
ruption problem.

Jamaica’s Integrity Com-
mission previously report-
ed that Jamaica’s best CPI
score is 44, which was first
achieved in 2017, moving
up from 39. The country has
scored 44 since, except in
2019 when it slipped to 43.
TI said the 2025 CPI shows
that “corruption remains a
serious threat in every part
of the world, although there
are limited signs of prog-
ress.”

“Leaders must act to tack-
le abuses of power and the
wider factors driving this
decline, such as the roll-
back of democratic checks
and balances, and attacks on
independent civil society.
Anti-government ~ protests
in many parts of the world
show that people are fed up

T

(41), Guyana (40) and Haiti
(16).

Denmark is ranked number
one followed by Finland.

Transparency International
said each country’s score is a
combination of at least three
data sources drawn from 13
different corruption surveys
and assessments. It said the
data sources are collected
by a variety of reputable
institutions, including the
World Bank and the World
Economic Forum. (Jamaica
Gleaner)

with unaccountable leader-
ship and are demanding re-
form.

TI said while 31 countries
have significantly reduced
their corruption levels since
2012, the rest are failing to
tackle the problem and have
stayed stagnant or got worse
during the same period.

The anti-corruption watch-
dog added that global aver-
age has fallen to a new low
of 42, while more than two-
thirds of countries score
below 50. “And people are
paying the price, as corrup-
tion leads to under-funded
hospitals, unbuilt flood de-
fences and blights the hopes
and dreams of young peo-
ple.

Within the Caribbean, Ja-
maica continues to trail
several regional counter-
parts. Countries with high-
er scores include Barbados
(68), The Bahamas (64), St
Vincent and the Grenadines
(63), Dominica (60), St Lu-
cia (59) and Grenada (56).

Caribbean countries scor-
ing lower than Jamaica in-
clude Trinidad and Tobago
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THE REGISTERED LAND ACT, CAP 374 = “T2uds

Section 34
of the
Act

REGISTRATION SECTION BLOCK PARCEL

0

BENDALS 51 1986A 95

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO REPLACE LOST OR
DESTROYED LAND CERTIFICATE

%&b NOTICE that an application was filed in the Land Registry on the /\é day of
(AL ...

Long Street, St. John’s, Antigua on behalf of BRENDA JAMES, the Applicant herein for the

, 2025 by Cosbert Cumberbatch of Cumberbatch & Associates of Upper

[
replacement of Land Certificate No. 99—&/89 Dated the 28", day of February, 1989 issued to
BRENDA JAMES, being the owner of the above-mentioned property, which has been lost or

destroyed.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that anyone who objects to the issue of a new Land Certificate or
who has knowledge of the original Land Certificate must within the period of one (1) month
from the Second Publication of this notice in the newspaper inform the Registrar of Lands in

writing.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in the absence of any objection or information as to the
existence of the original Land Certificate within the time specified the Registrar of Lands may
proceed to cancel the original Land Certificate and issue a new Land Certificate in its place

without further notice

/,:\‘l RE OISR
($a afs % ':]«?\
Dated the (QKSZ/ day of WW )
N Y

Registrar of Lands




WEDNESDAY 11™ FEBRUARY 2026

PAGE 18

Regional News

nnnnnnnnnnnnnn

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

More care for chlldren W|th special needs

hildren with special needs
are set to benefit from ma-
jor technological advance-
ments at The Mico College
University Child Assess-
ment and Research in Ed-
ucation (CARE) Centre
under a partnership with
Digicel Foundation and the
Ministry of Education.

The development was an-
nounced on Monday at the
signing of a memorandum
of understanding at the
ministry’s head office at
National Heroes’ Circle in
Kingston.

Charmaine Daniels, chief
executive officer at Digicel
Foundation Jamaica, ex-
pressed excitement about
the planned upgrades, not-
ing that the foundation
would also be investing
US$75,000 in the centre to
ensure all needs for the fa-
cility’s improvement were
met.

“We’re very happy and
proud to have a partner that
works with us. We do not
pretend at the foundation
to be experts. We are here
to work with you and to
work for you, and so we are
looking forward to deliver-
ing what you have asked, as
you have asked it, and we
know that it will be put to
good use,” Daniels said as
she thanked both the minis-
try and Mico for their work
in making the initiative
possible.

According to permanent
secretary at the ministry Dr
Kasan Troupe, the initiative
will support the upgrade of
five classrooms to meet in-
novative learning environ-
ment (ILE) standards, by
providing information and

Ministry of
’A Education, Skills,
) Youth & Information —.

communications technolo-
gy (ICT) to enhance learn-
ing conditions.

“Today, we are building
out five classrooms over by
Mico CARE. We’re look-
ing at ICT support, smart
rooms, and smart technol-
ogy in those rooms. We’re
looking at making sure the
room is fit for purpose. The
windows will be renovat-
ed, the floor and the doors,
everything you can think
of to make it smart and
adequate for students who
need this kind of support.
So the ministry, again, is re-
ally grateful and extremely
proud and we fully endorse
this investment in Mico
CARE,” said Troupe.

She also declared that in
addition to the renovation
of classrooms, the minis-
try has sourced additional
workers to better handle
the high demand of assess-
ments for children at the
centre.

“Mico CARE is one of our
lead assessment support
services for our special
needs students in Jamai-
ca and we have heard the
cry that they need more.
The parents are coming out

and they are responding to
the call from teachers and
principals for their children
to be assessed and Mico is
overburdened with that,”
Troupe said.

“So they continue to call
upon us for support and
I must announce that we
have provided the human
resource support to expand
the assessment services at
The Mico CARE. We have
done so also for Church
Teachers’ College, Sam
Sharpe Teachers College,
and we have the structure
in place for CASE (Col-
lege of Agriculture Sci-
ence and Education) that
we are building to support
the assessment services
for students in Region 2,
which covers Portland, St
Thomas, and St Mary,” said
Troupe.

Dr Sharon Anderson-Mor-
gan, director of The Mico
CARE Centre, told the cer-
emony that she was grate-
ful for the improvements
to come, noting that inter-
vention in children with
special needs is essential
to their development as
well-rounded adults.

“I want to highlight the

power of partnershlp, and
also to say that we’re in-
vesting in the right places,
even though the stories are
not often told, but just rest
assured that a difference is
being made, and it’s a dif-
ference that will go on for
a lifetime and affect gener-
ations,” she said.

The Mico University Col-
lege CARE Centre, per its
website, states that it was
established in 1980 as a
centre of excellence, ded-
icated to child assessment
and research in education.
It was formed through a
partnership between the
Netherlands and Jamaican
governments.

The centre serves children
4-18 years who meet one or
more of the following crite-
ria:

* Children who are not
making sufficient academic
progress, despite interven-
tion in the regular school;

* Children who exhibit
emotional and behavioural
problems that inhibit learn-
ing;

* Children who are experi-
encing difficulties in read-
ing, written expression and
mathematics; and

* Children who might be
gifted and/or talented yet
are underperforming in
school.

It also caters to parents who
need guidance concerning
child development and be-
haviour management, as
well as teachers and other
professionals who require
skills to equip them to treat
with learners who have var-
ious exceptionalities. (Ja-
maica Observer)
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French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron has urged Europe to assert itself
on the world stage, saying it is time
to start acting like a “power”.

In the face of growing threats from
China, Russia and now the US, he
told a group of European newspapers
that the continent faced a “wake-up
call”.

“Are we ready to become a power?
This is the question in the field of
economy and finance, in defence and
security, and in our democratic sys-
tems.

“In another era we might have said it
is the moment to ‘assume our major-
ity’,” he said ahead of an EU summit
in Brussels later this week.

Macron repeated his call for EU-
wide mutualised loans in order to
raise hundreds of billions of euros
needed for industrial investment.

“The time has come to launch a
shared debt capacity to fund our fu-
ture expense - eurobonds for the
future. We need big European pro-
grammes to finance the best proj-
ects,” he said.

Similar calls in the past have met
scepticism from Germany and other
countries, who feel France wants to

use Europe to bear a financial burden
which it alone - because of its failure
to reform - is unable to take up.

Macron admitted that France “has
never had a balanced model, unlike
certain economies of the north, which
are built more on a sense of respon-
sibility.

“And we have never had reforms
like the ones initiated in the 2010s
in Portugal, Spain, Italy and Greece,
which are paying dividends today.”

But he said there was growing de-
mand in the world’s financial markets
for mutualised European debt, which
currently the EU was not equipped to

supply.
“The world markets are increasing-

ly afraid of the American greenback
[dollar]. They want alternatives...

“For investors everywhere a demo-
cratic state of law is a huge attraction.
And when I look at the world as it is,
we have the authoritarian regime that
is China, and on the other side we
have the US distancing itself further
and further from a state of law.”

According to Macron, the 27-mem-
ber EU needs €1,2tn (£1tn; $1.4tn) a
year to invest in the vital sectors of
security and defence, clean energy,

e to start acting like world power

and artificial intelligence.

Calling on the EU to “protect” these
and other industries, he said: “The
Chinese do it, the Americans too. Eu-
rope today is the most open market in
the world.

“In the face of that, I am not saying
we should be protectionist. It’s more
a question of being coherent - in oth-
er words not imposing on our own
producers rules which we do not im-
pose on non-Europeans.”

“Today Europe faces a massive
challenge, in a world of disorder,” he
said.

“Climate change is accelerating.
The US — which we thought would
guarantee our security for ever — is
no longer sure. Russia was to give
us cheap energy for ever, but that
stopped three years ago. China... has
become a rival that gets fiercer and
fiercer.

“Today, we Europeans are on our
own. But we have each other. We are
450 million people. It’s huge. For me
[becoming a power] is the fulfilment
of the European adventure.

“We came together to stop war, we
came together to build a market. But
we always forbade ourselves to think
of power.”

Asked about the latest stand-off with
Washington over Greenland, at the
end of which US President Donald
Trump appeared to back down from
threats to annex the Danish territory,
Macron said the Europeans should
not be fooled.

“At the end of a crisis, there is a
cowardly tendency to sit back and
say ‘phew’. There are threats and in-
timidation, and then suddenly Wash-
ington gives way. And people think
it’s over.

“Don’t believe it for a single sec-
ond,” the French leader said. (BBC)
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Commonwealth law ministers meeting launches with appeals
for equal application to global rule of law in changing times

The Commonwealth Law Minis-
ters Conference commenced today
in Fij1, emphasizing the urgent need
for sustained efforts to uphold the
rule of law, fostering progress and
shared prosperity amid an increas-
ingly unpredictable global land-
scape.

A Commonwealth media statement
shared that over 250 delegates at-
tended the gathering, including key
figures such as Fiji’s Prime Minis-
ter, Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka; Tuvalu’s
Prime Minister, Hon. Feleti Penita-
la Teo; and Tonga’s Deputy Prime
Minister, Hon. Viliami Latu. Their
arrival in Nadi on February 9, 2026,
was marked by a vibrant traditional
Fijian ceremony celebrating their
participation.

This assembly convenes justice
ministers and attorneys general
from the 56 nations of the Com-
monwealth to deliberate on emerg-
ing legal challenges impacting the
daily lives and economic well-be-
ing of their populations.

It is reported that in his opening

remarks, Prime Minister Rabuka
highlighted the increasing pressure
on the rule of law worldwide. He

emphasized that when legal sys-
tems are compromised—whether

through weakening, inconsistent
application, or loss of public trust—
the real victims are ordinary citizens
whose lives are directly affected.

Rabuka underscored the impor-
tance of this meeting, describing it
not merely as a forum for dialogue
but as a platform for tangible ac-
tion with real-world implications.
He called on participants to deliver
practical solutions that meet the ex-
pectations of their people—ensur-
ing justice remains reliable, institu-
tions remain robust, and laws serve
not just the informed but the most
vulnerable.

Addressing the intersection of cli-
mate change and justice, the Prime
Minister urged ministers to ensure
legal systems act as protective
shields for both communities and
the environment.

According to the release, Sec-

retary-General of the Common-
wealth, Hon. Shirley Botchwey,
noted that the gathering occurs at
a time marked by political instabil-
ity, economic fluctuations, and en-
vironmental crises, which threaten
democratic principles. She warned
that when the rule of force begins to
overshadow the rule of law, societal
stability erodes.

Botchwey stressed the significance

of the work being undertaken, as
law ministers and attorneys gener-
al seek to bolster democratic resil-
ience and rebuild trust in institu-
tions—an endeavor she described
as both challenging and essential.

She further explained that the Com-
monwealth’s new strategic plan re-
sponds to this urgency by prioritiz-
ing concrete actions to embed the
rule of law not only within judicial
systems but also in everyday life.

Over the course of three days,
participants will explore how legal
frameworks influence democracy,
economic development, and envi-
ronmental sustainability. Key issues
include defending maritime rights
amid rising sea levels and promot-
ing the responsible application of
technology to expand access to jus-
tice.

The conference will conclude on
February 11 with the issuance of an
outcome statement outlining spe-
cific steps Commonwealth nations
will undertake to reinforce the rule
of law for their citizens’ benefit.

The event is chaired by Fiji’s Min-
ister for Justice and Acting Attor-
ney-General, Hon. Siromi Turaga,
under the theme “Anchoring Justice
in a Changing Tide: Strengthening
the Rule of Law for a Resilient Fu-
ture.” (Dominica News Online)
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UK PM Starmer averts leadership challenge amid Epstein fallout

United Kingdom Prime Minister Keir
Starmer has survived a dramatic lead-
ership challenge for now, following a
crisis triggered by fallout from the Jef-
frey Epstein files.

It comes amid hesitation among ri-
vals and a determined fightback saved
him from being toppled.

Energy Secretary Ed Miliband said
Tuesday that Labour lawmakers had
“looked over the precipice ... and they
didn’t like what they saw.”

“And they thought the right thing was
to unite behind Keir,” Miliband told
the BBC.

Starmer’s authority over his cen-
ter-left party has been battered by af-
tershocks from the publication of files
related to Epstein — a man he never
met and whose sexual misconduct
hasn’t implicated him.

But it was Starmer’s decision to ap-
point veteran Labour politician Peter
Mandelson, a friend of Epstein, as UK
ambassador to Washington in 2024
that has led many to question the lead-
er’s judgment and call for his resigna-
tion.

Starmer has apologised, saying Man-
delson had lied about the extent of his
ties to the convicted sex offender. And
he vowed to fight for his job.

“I will never walk away from the
mandate [ was given to change this
country,” Starmer said Tuesday as he
visited a community center in south-

ern England. “I will never walk away
from the people that I’'m charged with
fighting for and I will never walk away
from the country that I love.”

Starmer’s risky decision to appoint
Mandelson — who brought extensive
contacts and trade expertise but a
history of questionable ethical judg-
ment — backfired when emails were
published in September showing that
Mandelson had maintained a friend-
ship with Epstein after the financier’s
2008 conviction for sex offenses in-
volving a minor.

Starmer fired Mandelson, but a new
trove of Epstein files released last
month by the U.S. government con-
tained more revelations. Mandelson

is now facing a police investigation
for potential misconduct in public of-
fice over documents suggesting that
he passed sensitive government infor-
mation to Epstein. He’s not accused of
any sexual offenses.

The Mandelson scandal may be the
final straw that finishes Starmer’s pre-
miership. But it follows discontent
that has built since he led Labour to
a landslide election victory 19 months
ago.

Some of Starmer’s problems stem
from a turbulent world and a gloomy
economic backdrop. He has won praise
for rallying international support for
Ukraine and persuading US President
Donald Trump to sign a trade deal eas-
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ing tariffs on UK goods. But at home,
he has struggled to bring down infla-
tion, boost economic growth and ease
the cost of living.

Despite a huge parliamentary major-

ity that should allow the government
easily to implement its plans, Starm-
er has been forced to make multiple
U-turns on contentious policies in-
cluding welfare cuts and mandatory
digital ID cards.

Starmer has been through two chiefs
of staff, four directors of communi-
cations and multiple lower-level staff
changes in Downing Street. The prime
minister’s powerful chief of staff,
Morgan McSweeney, resigned Sunday
over the decision to appoint Mandel-
son. Communications director Tim Al-
lan left the next day.

Scottish Labour leader Anas Sarwar
then held a news conference on Mon-
day and called for Starmer to resign.
If other senior party figures had fol-
lowed, the pressure would have been
impossible for Starmer to resist.

But none did. Instead, Starmer’s
Cabinet and parliamentary colleagues
posted apparently choreographed mes-
sages of support. They included former
Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner
and Health Secretary Wes Streeting,
considered the two most likely chal-
lengers for the top job.

Then, came a highly charged meeting
with Labour members of Parliament,
where Starmer impressed many with
his sense of resolve. Lawmakers in
the room said that the mood, initially
skeptical, became supportive.

“It was clear he was up for the fight,”
said Chris Curtis, one of more than
200 Labour lawmakers elected in the
2024 Starmer landslide.

Starmer appears to have more polit-
ical lives than Larry the cat, who has
outlasted five prime ministers during
15 years as “chief mouser” in Down-
ing Street.

But his respite is likely to be tempo-
rary. Many Labour lawmakers remain
worried about their reelection chances
if the party’s dire opinion poll ratings

don’t improve

Labour faces potential electoral set-
backs at a February 26 special election
in what was once a party stronghold in
northwest England, and in May’s elec-
tions for legislatures in Scotland and
Wales and local councils in England.

Tim Bale, professor of politics at
Queen Mary University of London,
said that Starmer had “bought him-
self some time” and challengers were
“keeping their powder dry” for the
moment.

“It’s very difficult to image after the
shellacking that the party will presum-
ably face in May, him continuing to
lead the party much beyond this sum-
mer,” Bale said.

“There are problems with the oth-
er candidates,” Bale said. “It’s never
an ideal situation for any party to be
choosing a prime minister in midterm,
and it may be that the Labour Party
decides, better the devil you know. I
suspect that Keir Starmer will go, but
who knows?” (AP)
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US lawmakers accuse justice department of ‘inappropriately’
redacting Epstein files

US lawmakers say files relat-
ed to convicted sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein were improp-
erly redacted ahead of their
release by the Department of
Justice (DOJ).

Members of Congress on
Monday were allowed to be-
gin a review of the unredact-
ed versions of the approxi-
mately three million pages of
files released under the Ep-
stein Files Transparency Act
(EFTA) since December.
“The core issue is that
they’re not complying with...
my law, because these were
scrubbed back in March by
Donald Trump’s FBI,” Dem-
ocratic Representative Ro
Khanna told MS NOW.

At least one document has
been unredacted since the
lawmakers’ complaint, with
Deputy Attorney General
Todd Blanche saying on X:
“ The DOJ is committed to
transparency.”

The files’ redactions came
under scrutiny last week after
lawyers for Epstein’s victims
said the latest tranche of files
included email addresses and
nude photos in which the
names and faces of potential
victims could be identified.
Survivors issued a statement
calling the disclosure “outra-
geous” and said they should
not be “named, scrutinized
and retraumatized”.

The DOJ said it had taken
down all the flagged files and
that mistakes were due to
“technical or human error”.
After viewing the unredact-
ed documents, Massie and
Khanna, who co-sponsored
the law which compelled
the release of the Epstein
files last year, told reporters
they had a list of about 20
people in which every name

was redacted except for Ep-
stein’s and his convicted sex
trafficker associate Ghislaine
Maxwell.

Six of the names could even
belong to men who are “like-
ly incriminated by their in-
clusion in these files”, Massie
said outside the DoJ on Mon-
day night, before posting a
screenshot of the redacted
file online and demanding an
explanation.

These names were “inappro-
priately” redacted, Khanna
said on MS NOW.

In response to their concerns,
Blanche said his department
“just unredacted all non-vic-
tim names from this docu-
ment. The DOJ is committed
to transparency.”

He linked to what appears to
be a new version of the file
- which he said contains the
names of Epstein victims,
whose identities the EFTA
law orders the government
to conceal - with only two
names now blacked out.
Blanche also responded to
two other files highlighted by
Massie, saying those files do
not obfuscate any substan-
tive information.

But Khanna said those mea-
sures taken after the docu-
ments’ release are still not in
compliance with the EFTA

law, which passed nearly

unanimously in Congress
and was signed by President
Trump in November.
“Trump’s FBI scrubbed these
files in March,” Khanna said
on social media. “The doc-
uments (the Department of)
Justice [received] had the
redactions that the FBI made
back then.

“They need to unscrub the
FBI files so we know who the
rich and powerful men are
who raped underage girls.”
Massie said the incorrect
redactions show the justice
department “need to do a lit-
tle more homework” in their
handling of the files.

“What we found out is those
302 forms were redacted be-
fore they got to the DOJ,”
in contradiction of the law’s
order for the FBI - which is
part of the DOJ - to un-redact
information before sending it
to Blance and Attorney Gen-
eral Pam Bondi’s office.
Among the  redactions
flagged by Massie on Mon-
day night was a document
appearing the show an email
exchange between Epstein
and an unknown person dis-
cussing a “torture video” and
travel between China and the
United States.

Massie claimed that “a Sul-
tan seems to have sent this”

and demanded the hidden
identity be revealed.

Blanche quoted Massie’s post
on X, saying the blacked-out
text is an email address.
“The law requires redactions
for personally identifiable
information, including if in
an email address. And you
know that the Sultan’s name
is available unredacted in the
files,” he said.

“Stop grandstanding,”
added.

Massie also complained that
the name of a “well known
retired CEO” was missing
from the publicly available
version of an FBI document
listing potential  Epstein
co-conspirators.

Within hours, Blanche said
that name - which already
appears elsewhere in the files
- had also been uncovered.
“DOJ is hiding nothing,” he
wrote.

Representatives Jamie
Raskin, a Democrat, and
Lauren Boebert, a Repub-
lican, were among the law-
makers who viewed the doc-
uments on Monday.

“I think there are folks who
are definitely implicated”
named in the files, Boebert
said.

Raskin complained that the
limited way in which law-
makers could view the un-
redacted files amounts to a
“cover up”.

“The DOJ is giving Members
of Congress just four com-
puters in a satellite office to
read the unredacted Epstein
File of more than 3 million
documents,” he wrote on X,
calculating that it would take
Congress seven years to read
it all. (BBC)
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More success for Gunners in ABBA’s Second Division

)

® Y. 4 Y. 4
ANTIGUA»xcBARBUDA

BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

EST 1968

The Cedar Grove Gunners continued
their successful start to their campaigns
in this season’s Antigua and Barbuda
Basketball Association (ABBA) Sec-
ond Division on Monday night.

The Ottos Comprehen-
sive School (OCS) blew
out Jennings Secondary by
32 points in the Cool and
Smooth Inter-School Bas-
ketball League at the JSC
Sports Complex on Mon-
day.

Ottos Comprehensive
School coasted to their 46-
14 victory against Jennings
Secondary School in the Ju-
nior Boys Division affair.

Jalen Isaac sank 12 points
and Levi Richards scored
10 points for Ottos Compre- fﬁ
hensive School, while Louis

the Cool and Smooth Inter-Sc

After launching their campaign with
a narrow 64-63 victory against Cuties
Ovals Ojays 2, the Gunners made it two
wins in a row by shooting their way to
a 63-59 victory over Michael Joseph
Phoenix in the second game of a dou-
ble-header at the JSC Sports Complex.
Shawn Thomas sank 17 points and
grabbed 14 rebounds; Sergio Symister
produced 13 points, six rebounds, and
five assists; and lornie Joseph converted
11 points and snatched 14 rebounds for
the Gunners.

Gary Harrison shot a game-high 19
points and grabbed 16 rebounds, and
Shalom Bloodman converted 17 points
and snatched 10 rebounds for the Phoe-
nix.

Cuties Ovals Ojays 2 rebounded from
their opening-game loss to record their

Players of the Ottos Comprehensive School and Jennings Second-
ary School (blue uniform) comﬁete in the Junior Boys Division in

eague)

ool Basketball League at the JSC
orts Complex on Mond:—;y, February 9, 2026. (Photo courtesy of
e Inter-School Basketball L

first win with a 63-59 victory against
the Old Road Daggers.

Tahjaron Davis shot a game-high 26
points and dished out five assists, and
Jaleyle Joseph converted 10 points and
claimed five rebounds for the Ovals
Ojays.

Kelvin Simon produced 20 points and
grabbed 12 rebounds; Kwame Huntley
Clarke contributed 13 points and five
rebounds; Kedar Clarke chipped in with
10 points, 12 rebounds, and five assists;
and Devea Aaron had six points, 14 re-
bounds, and 10 assists for the Old Road
Daggers.

It was the first defeat for the Old Road
Daggers, who launched their campaign
with a narrow 63-60 victory over the EZ
Fit Flyers 2 in their opening game.

Comprehensive win for OCS in School Basketball League

v B |
Vil E =

= 1 der Secondary Division on

Monday.

Jennings Secondary School

prevailed 6-1 over Pares
Secondary School, while the
Antigua Girls High School
fourth team (AGHS 4) re-
corded a 13-6 victory over
Princess Margaret School.

The Antigua Girls High
School third team (AGHS
3) snatched a narrow 8-7
victory over the Antigua
Girls High School first team
(AGHS 1).

The Antigua Girls High

Mecla converted 10 points
for Jennings Secondary
School.

In previous matches, the
Antigua Grammar School
snatched a narrow 21-19
victory over Princess Mar-
garet School in the Mini
Boys Secondary Division.

Derick Perez sank 14
points for Antigua Grammar
School, while Kevani Whyte

scored eight points for Prin-
cess Margaret School.

Joshua Perez scored seven
points to lead Greenbay Pri-
mary to a 13-3 victory over
T.N. Kirnon Primary in the
Mini Boys Primary Divi-
sion.

The Antigua and Barbuda
College of Advanced Stud-
ies (ABCAS) notched up a
42-19 victory against Prin-

cess Margaret School in the
Senior Girls Division.

Jodaliah Constant shot a
game-high 19 points and
Aliana Jack sank 18 points
for ABCAS, while Lena
Mills scored 16 points for
Princess Margaret School.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Sports Inter-Schools’ Net-
ball League continued with
matches in the 13 and Un-

School second team (AGHS
2) pulled off a 9-2 victo-
ry over Princess Margaret
School, while Jennings Sec-
ondary clinched a 7-5 vic-
tory against Christ the King
High School.

The was more success
for Christ the King High
School, which prevailed 7-5
over the Antigua Girls High
School first team (AGHS 1).
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CWI congratulates Lawes on ICC Under-19 World
Cup Team of the Tournament selection

Cricket West Indies (CWI) extends its
warmest congratulations to rising star
Vitel Lawes on his deserved selection
in the 2026 ICC Under 19 World Cup
Team of the Tournament.

The 18-year-old Jamaican left-arm
wrist spin bowler was a standout per-
former for the team, showcasing skill,
bravery and consistency that captured
the attention of the global cricketing
community and the hearts of supporters
across the region.

His inclusion in the prestigious team,
selected by a panel of ICC experts and
commentators, is a testament to his
impactful performances on the world
stage.

Lawes emerged as a leader in the West
Indies bowling attack, finishing as the
highest wicket-taker for the team with
10 scalps. His ability to extract turn
from the pitch and make crucial break-
throughs at key moments was a high-
light of the tournament.

In the team’s opening encounter
against Tanzania, Lawes struck with
3/23 to help restrict the opponents and
set up a relatively easy chase for his
side. In the following game, a defeat
to Afghanistan, Lawes again picked up
three wickets, this time for 48 runs.

Figures of 1/60 against South Africa in
their final group game and 2/41 against
Ireland in the Super 6 stage were marked
by less bowling dominance but rather,
crucial breakthroughs to nullify danger-
ous partnerships. He then signed off the
tournament with 1/55 against Australia.
He also had the most dot balls bowled
with 150.

Speaking after being named to the pres-
tigious team, Lawes remarked on his
tournament experience saying, “It was
an excellent tournament for me. Besides
the team lifting the trophy, I couldn’t
ask for anything better in a World Cup.
It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
Before the tournament, I promised my-
self that I would give it 110 per cent ev-
ery game and I think I did that as best as
I could,” Lawes shared.

“Being named in the Team of the Tour-

Vitel Lawes

nament is a very big achievement for
me. In the Sri Lanka series last year, |
only took one wicket and at one point I
was questioning if I was going to make
the World Cup team. To come from
such a low moment, this is a tremen-
dous feeling and to be the only West In-
dian makes it even more special for me,
the region and my country. I feel like I
represented my region and country very
well in the circumstances.”

Cricket West Indies’ Director of Crick-
et Miles Bascombe also shared his
thoughts on the honour saying, “Vitel’s
selection to the ICC Under 19 World
Cup Team of the Tournament is richly
deserved and reflects both his individu-
al quality and his growth as a cricketer.

“Throughout the tournament, he
showed maturity beyond his years, tre-
mendous skill, and an excellent under-
standing of his role. All culminating in
the ability to strike at important times
against quality opposition. Performanc-
es like these underline the value of our
youth development pathways and give
us great confidence in the next genera-
tion of West Indies players.”

In addition to Lawes, West Indies’
World Cup run also featured excellent
performances from several members of
the team.

Opening batter Zachary Carter was the
only West Indian player to hit a centu-
ry in the tournament, a feat he accom-
plished in the victory over South Africa.
He also struck a half century in the de-
feat to Australia. He enjoyed a general-
ly explosive tournament with 13 sixes
and 17 fours struck at 5.8 deliveries per
boundary.

Wicketkeeper-batter Jewel Andrew
was also a consistent provider at the top
of the order while 17-year-old Tanez
Francis impressed alongside Carter.
With the ball, Shaquan Belle finished
with the tournament’s best bowling fig-
ures of 6/40 against South Africa.

Pace partner Jakeem Pollard had an
extraordinary dot ball percentage of
68.4% as 130 of his 190 deliveries
yielded no runs. Belle, Carter and Mi-
cah McKenzie were the three West Indi-
ans to claim Player of the Match prizes
against Tanzania, South Africa, and Ire-
land, respectively.

Cricket West Indies commends the
entire West Indies Under-19 squad and
support staff for their commitment and
effort throughout the tournament, lay-
ing a strong foundation for the future of
West Indies cricket.
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Pakistan agrees to play India in T20 World
Cup match, government says

LAHORE (Reuters) - Pakistan has
agreed to play India in the Twenty20
cricket World Cup match scheduled
to take place in Sri Lanka on Sunday,
Pakistan’s government said on Mon-
day, reversing its decision to boycott
the game citing geopolitical tensions.

The Pakistani government last
week directed its team to boycott the
Group A contest to show solidarity
with Bangladesh, who were replaced
in the tournament by Scotland after
their refusal to tour India over safety
concerns.

“In view of the outcomes achieved
in multilateral discussions, as well
as the request of friendly countries,
the Government of Pakistan hereby
directs the Pakistan National Crick-
et Team to take the field on February
15, 2026, for its scheduled fixture in
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup,” the

.
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Players of the Pakistan T20 cricket team
government said in a post on X.

The Bangladesh Cricket Board on
Monday urged Pakistan to reverse
their decision to boycott the match.
Pakistan also received communi-
cations from Sri Lanka, the United
Arab Emirates, and other member
nations urging it to help in securing
a resolution to the impasse, the gov-
ernment said in the statement.

Pakistan, who are scheduled to play
all their matches in Sri Lanka, would
have forfeited two points if they had
withdrawn from the match and also
dealt a serious blow to the tourna-
ment since an India-Pakistan clash
remains cricket’s greatest blockbust-
er.

Indian Captain Suryakumar Yadav
said last week that his team would
travel to Colombo as planned, re-
gardless of Pakistan’s decision on the
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fixture.

New Delhi’s ties with both Islam-
abad and Dhaka have deteriorated in
recent months, with political strains
increasingly spilling into cricket.

India engaged in its worst conflict

with Pakistan in decades in May.
Ties with Bangladesh soured after
then Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
fled to Delhi in 2024 after violent
protests against her government.

Bilateral cricket between India and
Pakistan has long been suspended but
an arrangement is in place enabling
them to play at a neutral venue when
either hosts a global tournament.

India, the world’s top-ranked T20
team, are aiming to become the first
side to successfully defend the title
and the first hosts to win the tourna-
ment.
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Young Lions jump to the top of Second Division League

The Young Lions football team

The Young Lions of Old Road
moved to the top of the Antigua
and Barbuda Football Association’s
(ABFA) Second Division on goal
difference on Monday.

The Young Lions extended their
unbeaten run, claiming their ninth
win in 11 matches by snatching a
1-0 victory against the JSC Progres-
sors at the St. Johnstone’s Village
Stadium.

Davanute Damien of JSC Progres-
sors scored an own goal in the fourth
minute to give the Young Lions their
latest win.

The result allows the Young Lions
to leapfrog Guydadli Jets into first
place by advancing to 29 points.
However, Guydadli Jets, who have
28 points, have played 10 matches,
one less than the Young Lions.

The JSC Progressors remain on
seven points after losing for the
ninth time in 12 matches.

Sea View Farm FC also moved
ahead of the Guydadli Jets into sec-
ond place after claiming their ninth
win in 12 matches with a 4-1 victo-
ry against Glanvilles FC at the Sea
View Farm playing field.

Justin Hilaire scored twice with
goals in the second and 26th min-
utes, and a conversion by Bertrand
Chastanet gave Sea View Farm FC a
three-nil lead at halftime.

Roshaun Martin reduced the deficit
by scoring for Glanvilles FC with a
strike in the 47th minute. Nigel Gra-
ham restored his team’s three-goal
advantage by scoring in the 82nd
minute to seal Sea View Farm’s vic-
tory.

The result allows Sea View Farm
FC to join the Young Lions on 29
points. However, the Young Lions
have a superior goal difference and
have played 11 matches, one less
than Sea View Farm FC.

Glanvilles FC remains on seven
points after suffering their sixth de-
feat in nine matches.

Kelton Dalso Real Blizzard kept
their unbeaten run intact to remain
in fourth place, securing their eighth
win in 11 matches by snatching
a 2-1 victory against the Liberta
Blackhawks at the New Winthorpes
playing field.

Real Blizzard had to come from be-
hind to snatch victory after Tyrique
Francis scored in the 35th minute to
give the Liberta Blackhawks a one-
nil lead at halftime.

Substitute Dikembe Williams came
off the bench to score the winner in
the second minute of added time af-
ter teammate Amos Christian had
snatched the equalizer for Real Bliz-
zard with a 54th-minute conversion.

The result allows Real Blizzard
to advance to 27 points, while the
Liberta Blackhawks remain on one
point after suffering their ninth de-
feat in 10 matches.

Meanwhile, Monday’s other sched-
uled Second Division match be-
tween the Urlings Golden Stars and
TAMO FC at the Keithley Sheppard
Recreational Park was not played.

The ABFA has disclosed that
TAMO FC has officially withdrawn
from the 2025-2026 Second Divi-
sion League matches.

Acting ABFA President Gwen
Salmon said the coach of TAMO FC
says the decision to pull out of the
league was taken because the play-
ers are not attending matches in suf-
ficient numbers to field a team.
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