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55 Shell Beach Lots for Locals

ACB Invest Programme/Unit launch

The government if Antigua and Bar-
buda is following through on its com-
mitment to provide opportunities for
local to be able to take a bigger slice
of the tourism pie.

It is with this in mind that Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne announced that
the government will make 55 lots avail-
able to local citizens at Shell Beach,
providing a new and targeted oppor-
tunity for Antiguans and Barbudans to
invest directly in the growing tourism
accommodation market through the
construction of Airbnb-style invest-
ment properties. The announcement
was made during his feature address
at the launch of the ACB Invest Pro-
gramme/Unit, hosted by Antigua
Commercial Bank (ACB Caribbean).

The Prime Minister stated that the

initiative is scheduled to begin as
early as next week, underscoring the
Government’s continued focus on ex-
panding economic opportunities for
locals through asset ownership and
entrepreneurship. He urged members
of the public to take advantage of the
opportunity, describing Shell Beach as
a prime location “either on the beach
or close to the beach,” suitable for the
development of attractive tourism ac-
commodation.

Prime Minister Browne further an-
nounced that the Government will
provide tax and duty-free waivers on
building materials, fixtures and fit-
tings to support the construction of
these properties. He explained that the
policy support is part of a deliberate
wealth-creation strategy, aimed at em-
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to Build Airbnb

powering citizens to build assets, gen-
erate income, and secure long-term
financial stability.

In highlighting the commercial val-
ue of the initiative, Prime Minister
Browne noted the significant increase
in visitors being accommodated
through Airbnb properties in recent
years, estimating that such accom-
modation now accounts for approx-
imately 35 percent of tourist stays in
Antigua and Barbuda. He described
the Shell Beach initiative as a practical
avenue for locals to participate more
meaningfully in the tourism sector, es-
pecially for those who may not have
the capital required to invest in large-
scale resort development.

The Prime Minister explained that
while major hotel and resort projects
remain critical to tourism growth, cre-
ating opportunities for individuals to
build modest, well-appointed invest-
ment properties—complete with mod-
ern amenities such as small pools—
offers a pathway to wealth generation
for ordinary citizens. He said the Shell
Beach development aligns with the
Government’s wider vision of ensur-
ing that national growth is inclusive
and that Antiguans and Barbudans can
share more directly in the benefits of
tourism expansion.

Prime Minister Browne reaffirmed
that the Government’s broader policy
approach is grounded in building what
he described as a “stakeholder soci-
ety,” where increased ownership and
investment by citizens strengthen na-
tional resilience, improve social out-
comes, and support intergenerational

prosperity.

| T Thursdays, 7:.30pm - Karaoke

Saturdays, 8pm - Live Band

Breakfast served from 7:30am

= Games Night - COMING SQON!
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Prime Minister Browne Launches ACB Invest Programme/Unit, Calls
for Inclusive Wealth Creation and Greater National Investment

Prime Minister Gaston Browne has de-

scribed the launch of the ACB Invest
Programme/Unit by ACB Caribbean
as a major milestone for Antigua and
Barbuda’s financial future, signalling a
new era of wealth-building opportuni-
ties and wider citizen participation in
the investment economy.

Delivering the feature address at the
launch, the Prime Minister congratu-
lated the Directors, Management and
Staff of ACB for establishing a dedi-
cated wealth management unit, which
he said will strengthen national invest-
ment infrastructure and provide cus-
tomers with investment alternatives
beyond traditional low-yield deposit
accounts.

The Prime Minister emphasized that
the ACB Invest Programme is more
than a new banking service, but rather
a national development tool designed
to broaden wealth creation and expand
economic mobility across society. He
noted that wealth management is often
misunderstood as being reserved for
the affluent, but in reality it is about fi-
nancial empowerment—helping ordi-
nary citizens to make informed deci-
sions to protect, invest, and grow what
they earn, while strengthening their
financial security and resilience.
Prime Minister Browne reaffirmed his
long-standing advocacy for investment
and entrepreneurship, stating that cit-
izens must seize opportunities to use
their resources, skills, creativity and
innovation to build wealth and create

long-term stability for themselves and
their families. He also underscored the
importance of intergenerational pros-
perity, stressing that nation-building
must be anchored in a deliberate com-
mitment to ensuring that future gener-
ations inherit opportunities and securi-
ty rather than hardship.

The Prime Minister pointed to the
Government’s policy approach over
the last decade, which he said has in-
tentionally focused on turning income
into assets, increasing domestic own-
ership, and building a “stakeholder
society.” He explained that this strate-
gy seeks to ensure that Antiguans and
Barbudans gain greater control of the
commanding heights of the economy,
while reducing the risk of an extractive
economic model in which profits are
repatriated abroad rather than retained
for national development.

Prime Minister Browne outlined key
economic indicators which he said
demonstrate that Antigua and Barbu-
da’s development model is working.
He reported that the country’s debt-

to-GDP ratio has fallen dramatically
over the past decade, inflation is now
below three percent, and economic
growth has averaged approximately
six percent annually over the last five
years—driven largely by investment
and sustained expansion in tourism
and construction. He noted as well
that foreign direct investment inflows
have financed transformative hotel
and mixed-use developments, driving
employment and strengthening pro-
ductive capacity.

He further urged citizens to embrace
financial planning, disciplined saving,
and investment literacy as essential
life skills in the modern era, while call-
ing on financial institutions to partner
more deeply with national develop-
ment efforts. Prime Minister Browne
expressed confidence that ACB Invest
will contribute meaningfully to bridg-
ing the gap between savings and in-
vestment, mobilizing capital into pro-
ductive use and helping to strengthen
families, communities and the national
economy.

STATE INSURANCE
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Utilities Minister Nicholas

gives commitment

to take water to all communities

I\\i A ‘t

Utilities Minister, Melford Nicho-
las, is giving a commitment to im-
prove the water distribution system
in the country and to take the vital
resource to communities that hith-
erto were either under-served or
never had water.

The minister was at the time speak-
ing at the formal commissioning of
the second plant delivered by the
Seven Seas Water Group under a
contract with APUA.

Minister Nicholas noted that he is

satisfied that the production of wa-
ter has reached the point where it
can meet the daily demand for the
commodity, however, challenges
faced by the distribution network
make getting water to some areas
difficult.

Recognising this challenge, the
minister said he has placed fixing
the distribution network, which is
the replacement of the aging pipe-
lines, to priority status for both
himself and APUA. He recalled that
two years ago the prime minister led
a team to China where they negoti-
ated a loan to fund the replacement
of the old cast-iron pipes, many of
which are several decades old.

Some re-piping has already com-
menced in some areas; these include
the Point and the Burning Flames
Highway where the work has been
completed.

“The Cedar Valley area near the
golf course is one community that
has never had pipe-borne water and
I can announce that they are on the

cusp if receiving water from APUA.
There are many other areas that
are earmarked for water as part of
our expansion. I have been invited
by Senator Michael Joseph to vis-
it communities in St. John’s Ru-
ral West that are under-served and
where we hope to bring pipe-borne
water shortly,” he announced.

Minister Nicholas noted that with
Antiguabeing arelatively flatisland,
taking water to these under-served
communities should not pose major
challenges as some mountainous is-
lands have encountered.

“My task as the minister is to see
that APUA pushes itself to achieve
these goals,” he stated.
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“Our work has not yet ended,” says APUA GM John Bradshaw

Water production by APUA in now
sufficient to meet the daily demands
on Antigua with the average estimat-
ed at 9.3 million imperial gallons per
day, however, General Manager John
Bradshaw says the work is not yet fin-
ished as there are other issues that re-
main unresolved.

Bradshaw was speaking on Friday
as APUA and its partner, Seven Seas
Water Group formally commissioned
the second plant in 12 months follow-
ing the signing of an agreement nearly
twenty-four months ago.

This second plant, located at Barnacle
Point adjacent to the Ivan Rodriques
facility, has the capacity to produce 2
million imperial gallons of water daily.
When added to the Seven Seas plant at
Friar’s Beach, it means that this agree-
ment is providing 3 imperial gallons of
water daily into the system.

Bradshaw recalled that during the
worst drought in living memory —
1981-83 — the government was forced
to import water from Dominica. “That
will not happen again as we now have
the technology to convert sea water
to potable water and partners such
as Seven Seas Water Group working
along with us to achieve the goal of
increasing water production to satisfy
the consumer,” he explained.

The general manager outlined the
challenges ahead before APUA can
declare that the work has ended. First-
ly, he said there is need to automate
the system as the current system of
manually closing and opening of valve
is outdated and highly inefficient. He
disclosed that discussions are under-
way with a Trinidad and Tobago com-
pany to undertake a project to imple-
ment such a system

“We also have to change the distribu-
tion and transmission system as some
of the pipes are very old and urgent-
ly need to be changed. This project is
already underway but will take some
time to complete,” he suggested.

Meanwhile, in his welcome address,
Acting Water Business Unit Manager,
Jason Peters noted that Antigua has
suffered throughout its history with
droughts. However, despite the chal-
lenges, APUA is committed to ensur-
ing reliable, safe and sustainable water
access for every citizen, today and for
generations to come.

“Let me be clear, water security is
national security. By investing wisely,
managing responsibly and educating
continuously, we are protecting our
economy, strengthening our resilience
and preserving our environment,” he
emphasized.

Seven Seas Water Group’s Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Henry Charrabe, said
his team is extremely pleased to work
alongside APUA personnel to provide
two reverse osmosis plants that are
making a significant contribution to
the water supply on Antigua. “It is no
small feat, that less than 24 hours after
we signed the agreement, we have pro-
vided what is most important for hu-
man life; fresh drinking water. Three
million imperial gallons of water are
now available to the citizens of Anti-
gua and Barbuda and that is because of
the vision and foresight of the minis-
ter and senior management at APUA.
Infrastructural projects tend to take a
long time to negotiate and implement.
They usually need a champion; we
have been fortunate to have a cham-
pion in the person of Minister Nicho-
las,” he remarked.

Scores of people were in attendance
at the launch ceremony, including the
Governor General, Sir Rodney Wil-
liams and several members of the Cab-
inet, the Board of Directors of APUA,
the staff as well as representatives of
the financial institutions that helped to
finance the project.

SPORTS
WARDS
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Ministry of Works announces a pause in resurfacing the West
Indies Oil Road as APUA installs new pipelines

Mdﬂ MINISTRY
OF WORKS

ST. JOHN'S STREET, ST. JOHN'S, ANTIGUA
T 462-0892 F: 462-4622

The Ministry of Works its project to resurface the

low APUA to complete the
re-piping exercise along the
roadway.

In a media release, the
ministry said it recently be-
gan repairs on this second-
ary road that connects the
Frair’s Hill Road with the
Marble Hill Road. How-
ever, it has reported that
during this process, several
water leaks were discovered
and reported to APUA.

According to the ministry...

APUA’s inspection deter-
mined that the water lines
were rusty and in poor con-
dition, leading to the deci-
sion to replace them.

Public Works will resur-
face the carriageway after
APUA’s re-piping work is
complete.

“We thank the public for
their patience and coopera-
tion as these critical works|
proceed,” the release noted.

Last Friday, Utilities Min-
ister Melford Nicholas, who
had earlier announced plans|
for APUA to have its own|
internal road repair team,
said he is determined to
have to mechanism in place
by the middle of the year.

He noted that he too, had
been frustrated over the
years to see ministry of
works resurface a roadway
only to have APUA dig it
up months later to replace]
pipes and never returned thej
roadway to the condition in|
which they met it.

“This must come to an
end,” he declared.

has announced a pause in _West Indies Qil Road to al-

Adventure on a guided aerial tour or charter to your next destination in style. Proudly operating the
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So soar around Montserrat's volcano, have lunch in St. Barths, or a picnic in Barbuda. The sky is no longer the limit.
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Demolition of Lower Newgate Street Building Sig-
nals Start of Major St. John’s Clean-Up Effort

The long-standing issue
of derelict buildings in St.
John’s is now being de-
cisively addressed, as the
government launches a
sweeping urban renewal
programme aimed at restor-
ing safety and visual appeal
to the capital.

The initiative got underway
on Sunday with the Min-
istry of Social and Urban
Transformation demolish-
ing an abandoned structure
on Lower Newgate Street.
The building, which had
stood vacant for more than
ten years, was once a Chi-
nese-operated commercial
establishment but had since
fallen into severe disrepair.

Minister responsible for
Urban Development, Raw-
don Turner, said the struc-
ture posed a serious risk to
public safety due to its de-
teriorating condition and
its location along a busy
city corridor. The weakened
walls and rotting wood-
en framework brought the
building down in under half
an hour.

“The building had fallen
into a state of disrepair. It

is termite-infested and rot-
ten, and the family did not
have the means to demolish
it, which is why it remained
abandoned for so long,” he
said.

According to the minister,
the Lower Newgate Street
demolition marks the first
step in a much broader ef-
fort, with approximately
500 abandoned homes and
buildings in and around St.
John’s identified for remov-
al. The programme is de-
signed not only to eliminate
hazards but also to improve
public health and enhance
the city’s overall appear-
ance.

“It is time for us to take the
necessary steps to start the
work of rebuilding the city,”
he added.

Turner explained that en-
forcement notices were is-
sued to property owners late
last year, giving them an op-
portunity to repair, secure,
or demolish their buildings
before government inter-
vention became necessary.

“Our approach is firm but
fair,” he said. “Where own-
ers have responded and re-

quested assistance, the gov-
ernment is prepared to work
with them. But where there
is no response and the risk
remains, we will take ac-
tion.”

The government intends to
proceed with the demolition
of abandoned properties
across the capital and re-
cover associated costs from
property owners, while con-
tinuing to offer support in
cases where owners formal-
ly engage with the process.

Minister Turner also re-
vealed that about half of the
affected property owners

have already contacted the
government, and four have
taken the initiative to de-
molish their own structures.
He noted that the remaining
non-responsive  properties
will be addressed as the pro-
gramme advances.

Officials say the scale of
abandonment and over-
growth within the city has
reached a point where inac-
tion is no longer an option,
emphasizing that the urban
renewal drive is a necessary
step toward creating a safer,
cleaner, and more orderly
St. John’s.
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Zeina Hechme gets warm ‘send-off’ to new
posting in Toronto, Canada

Foreign Affairs Minister E.P Chet Greene

Colleagues and friends of Senior
Foreign Service Officer in the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, Zeina Hechme,
gave her a warm send-off on Friday
as she prepares to take up a new as-
signment as Vice Consul at the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Consulate in Toron-
to, Canada.

Led by Foreign Affairs Minister E.P

Chet Greene and Permanent Secre-
tary, Ambassador Dr. Clarence Pil-
grim, the ministry’s staftf gathered to
offer congratulations, words of ad-
vice and best wishes to Hechme.

“We are here today allowing you to
ascend; to realise more of your ambi-
tions and potentials in the foreign ser-
vice. You leave for Toronto to join the
recently appointed Consul General,
Gail Christian, as her deputy. So on
behalf of the prime minister, the Cab-
inet and all of us in the ministry as
well as those who presided over your
appointment, [ wish to commend you,

\ o
Newly appointed Vice Consul to Canada,
Zeina Hechme

congratulate you and encourage you
to do what you have always done;
give of your best,” Minister Greene
remarked.

He noted that Hechme’s departure
not only creates and opportunity for
her, but also for those member of staff
who remain. “One thing I would like
all of those who remain is to take a
page from your book. The degree of
thoroughness with which you per-
formed your duties, the commitment
and dedication, I believe, is some-
thing from which we can all learn.
As we give a commitment to main-
tain the standard of performance, I
believe you have left a solid platform
from which to do so,” he observed.

PS, Dr. Pilgrim himself offered his
own congratulations to Hechme on
her new assignment. “We would like
to take this opportunity as a team and
as a ministry to wish Hechme all the
best in her endeavours,” he stated.

Open Daily
12:00pm - 10:30pm

Permanent Secretary, Ambassador Dr. Clar-
ence Pilgrim

i

Director General for Foreign Affrs,

Ann-Marie Layne

Joining in offering her own words of
advice and sharing some of her expe-
riences as a long-serving senior dip-
lomat for Antigua and Barbuda, High
Commissioner to the UK, Karen-Mae
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Antigua and Barbuda, High Commissioner
to the UK, Karen-Mae Hill,

Hill, noted that it was ‘an incredible
opportunity’ for those in the foreign
service to serve their country abroad
adding that its ‘every diplomat’s
dream to have their first posting’.

HC Hill observed that many Anti-
guans and Barbudans often ask the
question, why do we pay the diplo-
mats who serve abroad? “You need
to ensure that everything you do adds
value to the people of Antigua and
Barbuda; that’s why you are there.
But how do you add value? Every op-
portunity that comes, you maximize
and share with the ministry that’s in-
volved. However, you also have to
follow-through; don’t just send an
email and leave it,” she advised.

Former Deputy Consul  General
in the Toronto Office and the current
Director General for Foreign Affairs,
Ann-Marie Layne, shared her per-
spective having served in the position
previously.

“I would say to you to step into the
role as yourself. You are not there to
fill anyone’s shoes, you are there to
be of service to the diaspora as diplo-
macy is about connecting with the
people, the diaspora and your col-
leagues. Everybody wants to know
that you care and that you understand
whatever they may be going through.
In spite of everything, bring your
charm, your wisdom and your resil-

Executive Secretary to the Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Debbie Collins

ience to this new opportunity,” she
stated.

Other speakers included the Proto-
col Officer, Sherese George, Senior

Senior Foreign Service Officer, Kurt Wil-
liams

Foreign Service Officer, Kurt Wil-
liams, Senior Consular Officer, Lance
Browne and Principal Assistant Sec-
retary, Vineesha Charles.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
(Probate)

ANUHPB2026/

In the Estate of ELIZABETH BARNES née ERSKINE, Deceased
of Potters Village, St. John’s, Antigua

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT (SECOND PUBLICATION)
TAKE NOTICE that an Application has been filed by EVERTON BARNES of Weirs

Estate, St. Georges, Antigua for a Grant of Letters of Administration to the Applicant

who is the son of the Deceased, the Deceased having died intestate on the 26" day

of July, 2014.

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration shall file

an objection within fourteen (14) days of the publication of this Notice.

DATED this day of

, 2026

EVERTON BARNES
Applicant

Filed by Westlin Chambers, Attorneys-at-Law whose address for service is

Independence Drive, St. John’s, Antigua.

Telephone:
Email:

1 (268) 462 4444/ 1 (268) 772 2023
westlinlaw@gmail.com
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Four Candidates Qualified Under St Philip’s South Scholar-
ship Programme to Attend UWI Five Islands Campus

Four candidates have qualified to at-
tend the University of the West Indies
Five Islands Campus (UWI FIC) un-
der the St Philip’s South Scholarship
Programme, an initiative spearhead-
ed by Senator Hon. Kiz Johnson,
ABLP Caretaker for the St Philip’s
South Constituency.

The scholarship programme, for
which five (5) scholarships were
announced, attracted an impressive
response from residents across the
constituency. Following a highly
competitive and rigorous assessment
process, four applicants met the re-
quired criteria and qualified for the
programme, which is scheduled to
commence shortly.

The initiative was first announced
and officially launched on Decem-
ber 12, 2025, as part of Senator
Johnson’s ongoing commitment to
strengthening educational opportuni-
ties and capacity-building within St
Philip’s South.

In outlining the vision behind the
programme, Senator Johnson stated:
“Education changes families, com-
munities and futures, and St Philip’s
South deserves every opportunity to
rise.”

The candidates who qualified for
the 10-week scholarship programme
at the University of the West Indies
Five Islands Campus are:

* Ruetoya Browne
* Egypt Emanuel

» Carlene Thoas

* D’Hijah Matthew

Senator Johnson congratulated the
candidates on successfully meeting
the qualification standards and en-
couraged them to approach the pro-
gramme with focus, discipline, and
confidence as pioneers of this con-
stituency initiative.

Ruetoya Browne

Carlene Thoas

She also expressed sincere thanks
to all applicants who applied for the
St Philip’s South (SPS) Scholarship
Programme, noting that the strong
response reflected a clear desire for
education, advancement, and person-
al development within the constitu-
ency.

Additionally, Senator Johnson ex-
pressed appreciation to Dr. Dave
Ray, Diaspora Liaison, for his con-
tribution toward the scholarship pro-
gramme, and issued an open call to
donors and partners to assist in ex-

Egypt Emanuel

D’Hijah Matthew

panding the initiative. She has indi-
cated her intention to grow the pro-
gramme over the coming months,
allowing additional beneficiaries to
be supported in future cohorts.

“This response confirms the ap-
petite for education and self-devel-
opment within our constituency,”
Senator Johnson noted, “With con-
tinued partnership and support, this
scholarship programme will become
a strong and sustainable pathway for
opportunity in St Philip’s South.”
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“] want to be a catalyst for our young people”

LA

Prime Minister Gaston Browne speaking on
the Browne and Browne show

Prime Minister Gaston Browne, who
as his alter ego, Gassy Dread, is now
a registered song writer and producer,
said his decision to enter into the enter-
tainment space so that he could serve
as an example to the nation’s youth.

Speaking on his weekend radio pro-
gramme — the Browne and Browne
show, the prime minister returned to a
now familiar theme admonishing the
creative artists to aim their music be-
yond the shows of Antigua and Barbu-
da or the Caribbean, to attract a global
audience.

PM Browne reported that the col-
lection of songs he produced in col-
laboration with producer, Jus Bus, is
currently available on several media
platforms — Spotify and I-Tunes etc.
- and already he is earning money
through royalties whenever the music
is played.

But the prime minister has reiterated
that his motivation was never about
the money, but that he wanted to be
the catalyst to spur young people into
creative action to utilize the available
technologies and to produce music of
their own with a global appeal.

“Whereas the intent was never about
money or even to be an artist, what
I was trying to do at the time was to
show our people how they can use the
technology to enhance their skills set;
enhance their writing skills, and en-
hance their music production skills,”
he revealed.

PM Browne is also cautioning young
people that their production must
have significant human input and not
all be Al-generated materials, noting
that these will be refused by the mu-
sic platforms over plagerism and other
concerns.

“The arrangement that I have with
Jus Bus is that there is a significant
amount of human input even though
we may utilize an Al character to do
the actual singing. So the writing and
arrangements have much of that hu-
man input of which I speak,” he added.

He is advising those wishing to enter
the space not to simply enter topics
unto the Al software and ask to have
a song written. “That would not sell,”
he warned.

“What I am trying to do is to stim-
ulate the creative arts for our people
to broaden their horizons; to sing dif-
ferent genres, as I have said numerous
times when you look at the successes
of Rhianna and Bob Marley etc., it is
clear that the talent is there, but the
talent is latent. I feel also that the out-
look is too narrow; that our artists are
singing for a domestic calypso or soca
competition. Generally speaking, that
type of production seldom travels be-
yond Antigua and Barbuda or if it does,
not beyond the Caribbean. We need to
make music that is truly global. There
1s no reason why our people can’t sing
reggae like the Jamaicans and produce
music with an international appeal,”
he emphasized.
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ESFN and West Magic Bins Plus Team Up to
Clean Up with FCRA

The EcoShores Sustainable Fu-
tures Network (ESFN), in partner-
ship with West Magic Bins Plus and
the Fitches Creek Residents Asso-
ciation (FCRA) recently teamed up
for a Bulk Waste Clean-up in the
Fitches Creek Community. As part
of this initiative, residents collec-
tively removed three skips of bulk
waste, including discarded mate-
rials and household items, signifi-
cantly improving the cleanliness
and environmental health of the
community.

This effort represents a key mile-

stone to support the Building a
Community Constituency for Con-
servation project, now in its final
stages. Throughout the life of the
project, Fitches Creek residents
have been provided with opportuni-
ties to actively engage in conserva-
tion action, environmental educa-
tion, and shared responsibility for
the spaces they inhabit.

Situated within the North East
Marine Management Area (NEM-
MA), the Fitches Creek community
plays a critical role in safeguarding
vital wetland ecosystems. As the
community looks towards World
Wetlands Day 2026, it acknowl-
edges that these habitats support
species such as the West Indian
whistling duck, herons and other
wetland-dependent birds. Commu-
nity-led interventions, including
the placement of water lilies, have
contributed to improved wetland
health, enhanced water quality, and
safer habitats that allow biodiversi-
ty to flourish.

Project Manager, Britney Mc-
Donald underscored the broader
impact of the initiative, stating,
“This clean-up goes beyond waste
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removal. It reflects a growing sense
of pride, ownership, and environ-
mental responsibility within the
Fitches Creek community. When
residents actively participate, bio-
diversity conservation becomes a
shared value that delivers real, vis-
ible results.”

The Bulk Waste Clean-Up serves
as a supplementary effort to pre-
vious support received by the Na-
tional Solid Waste Management
Authority (NSWMA), reinforcing
national waste management objec-
tives through strong community
participation.
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Its Martin Luther King holiday today!

\n

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a civil ri?hts leader with the ability to withstand, recover and even shine in the face of stressors and changing
demands. Monday, Jan. 20, is the federal holiday honoring his life.

The people of the United States are today celebrating Martin Luther King Day, a federal
holiday set aside to honour the remarRable civil rights leader, whose work_has been recog-
nized throughout the world for the impact it has had on civil rights, justice and equality.

Martin Luther King Day is celebrated across the United States on the third Monday of
January in honour of the man whose advocacy and work_led to the signing of the Civil
Rights Act by President Lyndon Johnson on July 2, 1964.

King has been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize along with many other accolades and he was
assassinated on April 4, 1968, in Memphis Tennessee, where he had journeyed to support
striking sanitation workers who were demanding better working conditions.

He was just 39 years old.

His ‘I have a dream’ speech in Washington is widely regarded as one of the most influen-
tial and one of the most listened to speeches of the entire 20" century.
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A Statement from the Party Chairman

ABLP Chairman E.P. Chet Green

A Statement from the Party Chairman
Hon. E.P. Chet Greene Chairman, An-
tigua and Barbuda Labour Party “On
this significant anniversary, on behalf
of the leadership and membership of
the Antigua and Barbuda Labour Par-
ty, I extend our deepest gratitude to the

people of our blessed nation.

Your unwavering support, your stead-
fast prayers and your hard work have
been the true engine of our national
progress. We are profoundly humbled
by the continued trust you have placed
in our Party and in the leadership of

Prime Minister Gaston Browne.

The Prime Minister, the Cabinet of
Ministers and the entire ABLP family
join me in expressing our sincere ap-
preciation. We are acutely aware that
the remarkable achievements of the
past three years in education, health-
care, infrastructure and economic em-
powerment are not ours alone but a
shared victory born of national unity
and purpose.

As we celebrate how far we have
come, we do so with a renewed and
solemn commitment. We pledge to
continue serving you with dedication,
integrity and an unrelenting focus on
elevating every family, securing every
future and building an Antigua and
Barbuda where prosperity is both solid
and soaring.

Guided by faith and united in purpose
we, as servants of the people hereby
give assurances, through continued
diligence and committed service to the
nation that the best for our nation is yet
to come.”

MRs. JELLETTE RALPH
(JELLY BEANS)

Q

I
—

Antigua and Barbuda Ltd.

THE PDV HOUR

MONDAYS
1T1TAM - T2NOON
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Dominica will not give up Cuban Healthcare
Program, says PM

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit has
made it clear that Dominica will not
move away from the Cuban Health-
care Program, as doing so will be di-
sastrous for the country.

He made the remarks during a New
Year’s sit-down interview with jour-
nalists on Thursday night.

The Cuban medical program has been
heavily criticized and has faced recent
scrutiny and allegations of forced la-
bor, which led to investigations from
the Organization of the American
States (OAS) and the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights.

Presently, the United States has tak-
en steps to end the program, imposing
visa bans on officials tied to that pro-
gram. However, despite the criticism,

G

Caribbean leaders have defended the
program.

“If you move away from the Cuban
Healthcare Program, it will be disas-
trous,” he said. “ I mean, 9 out of 11
medical and nursing practitioners at
the ICU [Intensive Care Unit] are Cu-
ban doctors.”

The prime minister acknowledged
that Cuba has been a very steadfast
partner to Dominica and stated that the
partnership will continue, albeit with
adjustments.

“Obviously, the United States has
certain challenges and concerns with
regards to the Cuban program. We’ve
discussed it with them. We are also in
discussions with the Cuban govern-
ment, as well, on how we believe that

we can better fashion the program to
address whatever concerns anybody
may have,” Skerrit revealed. “But we
will certainly see in the foreseeable
future the presence of Cuban-trained
doctors and Cuban doctors in Domini-
ca to provide care to us.”

He continued, “Obviously, quite pos-
sibly there might be a different con-
figuration and structure, but in terms
of having Cuban-trained doctors and
Cuban doctors and nurses in Domini-
ca, we just cannot do without it. And
unless somebody can give us an alter-
native...”

Furthermore, Skerrit pointed out that
historically, various countries provid-
ed Dominica with medical profession-
als, though things have changed over
the recent decades.

“...So back in the eighties and the
seventies and nineties, we got doctors
from Nigeria...” he said. “But because
you have the Nigerian doctors being
recruited by the United Kingdom and
the Middle Eastern countries, they are
not really available to us anymore.”

“We had doctors from India as
well...,” Skerrit explained. “ And so
we continue to discuss, but certainly
we will continue to benefit from the
vast knowledge of the Cubans and the
Cuban Healthcare System and educa-
tion system in the foreseeable future.”
(Dominica News Online)
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Definitive number of U.S.deportees to DA
undecided, says PM Skerrit

Prime Minister Roosevelt

Skerrit has said his gov-
ernment has not decided
how many third-country
refugees deported from the
United States of America
(USA) will be relocated to
Dominica, citing various
factors that may shape the
process.

He made the statement
during an interview with
journalists on Thursday
night.

This decision to accept
third-country refugees fol-
lowed the December 16,
2025, proclamation intro-
ducing partial visa restric-
tions on Dominica.

“We have not decided how
many people we are going
to be taking. And as a mat-
ter of fact, we may never
end up having anybody to
come,” he said. This is a
contingency plan that the
United States has asked
[its] friends to assist.”

Skerrit continued, “It’s an
issue the United States has

asked friends to assist it
with. Because they have an
immigration challenge, and
they asked friends whether
they were prepared to as-
sist us in addressing this
issue.”

He added, “We consider
ourselves to be a friend to
the united States [and] we
believe that we are in a po-
sition, as small as we are,
to assist the United States
in addressing an issue it
determines to be a nation-
al priority for it, but there
is no details to say we will
take 10 or we will take 25,
or we will take 100 or we
will take 5. We may never
get to that point. Because
they have not said to us, we
have 5 names for you...”

He said once his govern-

ment receives that infor-
mation, it will be shared
with the public.

Reiterating that the U.S.
arrangement is on a con-
tingency basis, Skerrit ex-
plained, “So, if they are

unable to address their is-
sue in the manner in which
and the time frame, they
would like to address it,
then they can say to Dom-
inica, can you take five
people? These are the five
people. They give you the
background of these peo-
ple, their criminal history,
their medical history.”

Furthermore, he explained
that based on the Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MOU) between the two
countries, Dominica is in a
position to say to the Unit-

Winston
Williams

Brianna Anthony

ed States, “No we don’t
want those people.”

“It’s not a situation where
they are going to force peo-
ple on us,” he explained.
“They are going to indicate
to us who the people are,
give us all the information
about the people, and then
we make our own assess-
ment on the potential secu-
rity impact, if at all, on our
country, and if we believe
it is going to be a security
impact, we will say no.”
(Dominica News Online)
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Two senior gov't employees arrested in cocaine hust af Sangster airport

The Jamaica Constabulary Force
is reporting that two senior govern-
ment employees, a man and a wom-
an, were arrested on Friday at the
Sangster International Airport in St
James after cocaine valued at more
than $5 million was allegedly found
in secret compartments in their lug-
gage.

Further, the police say that the man
reportedly told cops that he also in-
gested more than 70 pellets of co-
caine.

Additionally, the police report that a
subsequent search of both the hous-
es of the persons was conducted and
that the operation yielded a Glock
19 pistol, 13 rounds of ammunition,
and an ounce of cocaine.

Their identities are being withheld
by the police pending further inves-
tigations.

According to the police, around
midday on Friday, both individuals
were intercepted by Port Security
and the Firearms and Narcotics In-
vestigation Division (FNID) at a
security checkpoint while attempt-
ing to board a flight bound for New
York.

During a search of their luggage,
officers discovered several false
compartments containing rectangu-
lar packages of cocaine weighing
9.25 kilograms, police said.

The illicit drug has an estimated
street value of $5.4 million.

A search of a handbag also yielded
a sum of cash in US currency, police
added.

Following the airport arrests, FNID
officers conducted secondary opera-
tions at the residences of both sus-
pects, where a Glock 19 pistol, 13
rounds of ammunition, and an ounce
of cocaine were found.

The police also said one of the sus-
pects revealed that he had ingested
more than 70 pellets of cocaine.

He has since been admitted to a
medical facility under police guard.

FNID Director Superintendent Pa-
trae Rowe said the police have in-
tensified operations to nab perpetra-
tors involved in the illegal firearms
and narcotics trade.

“This operation underscores the in-
tensified investigations by the Jamai-
ca Constabulary Force to maintain

ACB

CARIBBEAN

the integrity of our borders and hold
all individuals accountable, regard-
less of their professional standing or
social status. We are continuing our
mission to further dismantle the net-
works that facilitate the trafficking
of illicit drugs and firearms,” Rowe
said in a statement on Saturday.
Investigations into the seizure are
ongoing. (Jamaica Gleaner)
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Opposition Leader Ralph

Gonsalves confirms that
his administration engaged
with the United States gov-
ernment regarding the ac-
ceptance of third-country
refugees and deportees but
argued against the proposal,
asserting it was not in the
interest of the United States
or the region.

Gonsalves on Wednesday
spoke to several specific
arguments he presented to
US officials explaining why
St. Vincent and the Gren-

He warned that introducing
even a small number of for-
eign deportees could have
catastrophic effects on small
island nations and that out
of a dozen deportees, even
four or five ‘“vagabonds”
could connect with local
criminal enterprises and be-
come “professors of crime”.
He said he bluntly told
American officials that this
policy could result in “six
other Haiti[s]” in the Carib-
bean rather than just one.

Gonsalves argued that the

sorb (estimated at perhaps
10 to 12 annually per coun-
try) is negligible compared
to the total number the US
needs to manage. “I told
them it is not in your inter-
est for us to accept because
the instability created would
outweigh the minor relief
provided to the US immi-
gration system”.

He expressed concern that
once an agreement is signed,
the receiving country los-
es control over who arrives
and noted that the US con-
trols the information and the
transport; once individuals
are put on a plane and arrive
at Argyle International Air-
port, the local government

cannot effectively refuse
specific individuals.
Regarding the deporta-

tion of actual Vincentian
citizens, he states that the

(15

country accepts them “in

tion consistently demanded
the “whole history” of the
persons being deported in-
formation he claims the US
often fails to provide.

The former prime minister
observes that other coun-
tries in the region are “lin-
ing up to sign on” to these
agreements. He attributes
their compliance to vulner-
ability caused by Econom-
ic Citizenship programs
(CBI).

He stated that these na-
tions are accepting refugees
because they are “selling
passports and selling cit-
izenship” and fear losing
US favor or visa access
and views this compliance
as a form of “rolling over
and playing dead,” which
he said will lead to further
demands and a loss of sov-
ereignty, eventually turning
parliaments into “local gov-

adines would not accept number of refugees the accordance with interna- ernment assemblies.” (St
third-country nationals. OECS countries could ab- tional law”. However, he Vincent Times)
notes that his administra-
©
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Six killed in Pakistan shopping mall fire

A fire at a shopping centre
in the Pakistan city of Kara-
chi has killed six people as
firefighters continue to bat-
tle the blaze.

Parts of the Gul Plaza,
containing 1,200 stores and
spanning 8,000 sqm (86,111
sq ft), have collapsed which
officers said was hampering
rescue efforts.

One firefighter is among
the dead, more than 20 peo-
ple have been injured and
there are fears some are still
trapped inside the multi-sto-
rey mall.

Local emergency services
said that when helpers ar-
rived at the site on Saturday
“the fire from the ground
floor had spread to the up-
per floors, and almost the
entire building was already
engulfed in flames”.

A senior police official told

the BBC that the authorities
had been unable to search
the building for bodies as
the fire has continued to
burn.

More than 30 people have
been reported missing by
their families, who have
gathered outside what re-
mains of the centre, waiting
anxiously for news of their
loved ones. Administrators

for the city have set up a
desk to register the names
and details of the missing.

Smoke was still billowing
from what remains of the
Gul Plaza building on Sun-
day morning. Much of it
has collapsed and there are
concerns it could collapse
further.

Hassan Khan, a spokes-
person for Rescue 1122 in
Karachi, told BBC Urdu the
shopping centre contains
flammable materials such
as plastic foam, cloth, car-
pets and perfume.

Summaiya Syed, Kara-
chi’s police surgeon, said
six bodies had been trans-
ferred to the city’s Civil
Hospital as well as some of
the injured.

She added that the police
were “invoking mass disas-
ter protocols”.

Pakistan President Asif Ali
Zardari expressed his con-
dolences and told the gov-
ernment of Sindh province,
where Karachi is based, to
conduct a comprehensive
review of safety arrange-
ments in commercial and
residential buildings across
the area. (BBC)
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YouTube relaxes monetisation polic

on

videos with controversial conten

YouTube is updating its guidelines for
videos containing content that adver-
tisers define as controversial, allowing
more creators to earn full ad revenue
when they tackle sensitive issues in a
non-graphic way.

With the update that went into effect
Tuesday, YouTube videos that drama-
tize or cover issues including domestic
abuse, self-harm, suicide, adult sexual
abuse, abortion and sexual harassment
without graphic descriptions or imag-
ery are now eligible for full monetisa-
tion.

Ads will remain restricted on videos
that include content on child abuse,
child sex trafficking and eating disor-
ders.

The changes were outlined in a video
posted to the Creator Insider YouTube
channel on Tuesday, and the adver-
tiser-friendly content guidelines were
also updated with specific definitions
and examples.

“We want to ensure the creators who
are telling sensitive stories or pro-
ducing dramatized content have the
opportunity to earn ad revenue while
respecting advertiser choice and in-
dustry sentiment,” said Conor Kava-
nagh, YouTube’s head of monetiza-
tion policy experience, in the video
announcing the changes. “We took a
closer look and found our guidelines
in this area had become too restrictive

YouTube

and ended up demonetizing uploads
like dramatized content.”

The update also makes personal ac-
counts of these sensitive issues, as
well as preventative content and jour-
nalistic coverage on these subjects, el-
igible for full monetization.

The Google-owned company said the

degree of graphic or descriptive de-
tail in videos wasn’t previously con-
sidered when determining advertiser
friendliness.

Some creators would attempt to by-

pass these policies on YouTube and
other platforms by using workaround
language or substituting symbols and
numbers for letters in written text —
the most prevalent example across so-
cial platforms has been the use of the
term “unalive.”

YouTube has updated its policies in
response to creator feedback before. In
July, the company eased its monetiza-
tion policy regarding profanity, mak-
ing videos that use strong profanity in
the first seven seconds eligible for full
ad revenue. (Jamaica Gleaner)
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Avalanches kill eight skiers in Austrian Alps

Eight people were killed in
a series of avalanches in the
Austrian Alps on Saturday,
following heavy snowfall
and dangerous conditions in
the region.

Five people were killed
in two avalanches in the
Pongau area near Salzburg,
local mountain rescue offi-
cials said.

Later that day, three Czech
skiers died after being bur-

ied by an avalanche in Pus-
terwald, about 70 miles
(110km) away, police con-
firmed.

Poor conditions have led
to the deaths of a number
of people in the Alps over
the past week in neighbour-
ing Switzerland and also in
France.

“Our deepest sympathies
go out to the families,”said
Gerhard Kremser, district

head of the Pongau moun-
tain rescue service.

“This tragedy painfully
demonstrates how serious
the current avalanche situa-
tion is.”

The incidents in Pongau
saw seven ski tourers hit
near Finsterkopf mountain,
killing four and seriously
injuring another.

In the same area, a female

ski tourer was also buried
and killed in open alpine
terrain.

Further avalanches were
recorded in the region on
Saturday, but no-one was
injured.

Following the avalanche
that killed three skiers in
Pusterwald, four others in
the same group rescued by
emergency Crews.

“Emergency respond-

ers were able to locate and
partially dig out the buried
victims. Despite immediate
rescue efforts, the three in-
dividuals were found dead,”
a police statement said.

The fatalities follow a
deadly week in the alps.

Last weekend in France,
six skiers died after being
caught in avalanches in var-
ious Alpine resorts and in
western Austria, a 58-year-
old skier died in in the Tyro-
lean resort of Weerberg.

On Tuesday, an avalanche
killed a 13-year-old Czech
boy skiing in Austria’s Bad
Gastein resort.

And in neighbouring Swit-
zerland, a German man
was killed in an avalanche,
and four other people
were injured, as they were
cross-country skiing on Fri-
day. (BBC)
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Syrian army seizes country’s largest oil field
from Kurdish

Syrian troops fighting Kurdish forces
in north-eastern Syria have seized the
country’s largest oilfield.

The Omar facility and nearby gas
fields are under army control after the
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forc-
es (SDF) pulled back, officials and
monitors say. Earlier the army cap-
tured the strategic Tabqa dam on the
Euphrates river.

The push came after the SDF an-
nounced it would redeploy east of the
Euphrates, following deadly clashes
last week. That withdrawal followed
talks with US officials.

Ongoing fighting in the area stems
from the breakdown of an agreement
between SDF and the government of
President Ahmed al-Sharaa, who is
seeking to integrate Kurdish bodies
into Syrian institutions.

On Friday, in an apparent good-
will gesture, al-Sharaa said he would
make Kurdish a national language and
make the Kurdish new year an official
holiday. The decree is the first formal
recognition of Kurdish national rights
since Syria’s independence in 1946.

The US-backed SDF then announced
its pullout east of the Euphrates river.

Kurdish forces have been controlling
swathes of Syria’s oil-rich north and
north-east, much of it gained during
the fight against the Islamic State
group over the past decade.

Over the weekend, Syrian troops
continued their eastward push. They

entered the town of Tabga on the
south-western bank of the Euphrates
and nearby dam on Saturday.

On Sunday, Syrian officials an-
nounced they had seized Omar, Syr-
1a’s largest oil field, on the eastern
side of the river. The facility has been
amajor source of revenue for the SDF.

This claim was supported by the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights, a
UK-based monitoring group. It said
the SDF had withdrawn from “en-
tire villages and towns of the eastern
countryside of Deir Ezzor [province]”
as well as the Omar and Tanak oil
fields early on Sunday.

Meanwhile Syrian authorities ac-
cused the SDF of blowing up two
bridges on the Euphrates River, in-
cluding the new al-Rashid bridge in
the city of Raqqa.

forces

Last week at least 12 people were
reported killed in clashes between the
two sides in the northern city of Alep-
po.

The latest fighting comes despite at-
tempts by the US to broker a cease-
fire. Washington has long backed the
SDF, but it also supports the Syrian
government.

Following the ousting of longtime
strongman Bashar al-Assad in late
2024, President al-Sharaa has been
seeking to integrate Kurdish military
and civilian bodies into Syria’s na-
tional institutions.

In March 2025, the SDF signed a
deal with the government to that ef-
fect. Almost a year on, the agreement
is still not implemented, with each
side blaming the other. (BBC)
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Guydadli Jets remain unbeaten in Second
Division League

The Guydadli Jets maintained their
unbeaten run in their campaign during
their latest outing in the Antigua
and Barbuda Football Association’s
(ABFA) Second Division League on
Saturday.

Joshua James scored twice as the
Guydadli Jets notched up their sixth
win in seven matches by cruising to a
3-0 victory against Blackburn Palace
at the Fort Road playing field.

James had conversions in the 29th
and 34th minutes, while teammate
Imani Joyce scored in the 18th minute.
The result carries Guydadli Jets to sec-
ond place with 19 points, while Black-
burn Palace FC remains on 10 points
after suffering their third loss in seven
matches.

The Guydadli Jets football team

Stefan Smith scored both goals to
lead the Young Lions of Old Road to
their fifth win in seven matches with
a 2-0 victory against TAMO FC at the
Keithley Sheppard Recreational Park.

The match between Bethesda and Point West Ham was postponed.

Smith had conversions in the 21stand | : PAGEANT
the 30th minute as the unbeaten Young
Lions advanced to 17 points. The re- : ;
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Scorpions stay unbeaten and remain as

The Freemans Village Scorpions
dropped points for the second time
but maintained their unbeaten run
to remain as leaders of the Antigua
and Barbuda Football Association’s
(ABFA) First Division League during
the latest round of matches.

Shafeeq Joseph scored twice as the
Scorpions recorded their second draw
in nine matches in a 3-3 stalemate with
the Cedar Grove Blue Jays at the Free-
mans Village playing field.

Joseph had conversions in the 28th
and 77th minutes, while Darius Hector
scored the opening goal of the match
for the Scorpions in the fifth minute.

The Cedar Grove Blue Jaysovercame
a two-nil halftime deficit to salvage
the draw with second-half goals from
Ti-Zone Matthew in the 54th minute,
Kadar Clarke in the 63rd minute, and
Kishorn Hamilton in the 84th minute.

The result allows the Freemans Vil-
lage Scorpions to remain at the top of
the standings with 23 points, while the
Cedar Grove Blue Jays remain at the
bottom of the standings with seven
points after salvaging their first draw
in 10 matches.

Empire FC moved into joint-third
place with Golden Grove FC by claim-
ing their sixth win in 11 matches with
a 4-2 victory against FC Master Bal-
lerz at the Keithley Sheppard Recre-
ational Park.

The goals for Empire FC were scored
by Nickado Lindsay in the sixth min-
ute, Kamali Looby in the 14th minute,
Maykele Culzac in the 53rd minute,
and Marckens Dorisca in the 90th
minute.

First Division leaders

Clive Sansculotte scored in the 26th
minute, and teammate Shumba Thom-
as converted a penalty kick in the 48th
minute for FC Master Ballerz.

The result allows Empire FC to move
on to 20 points, the same as Golden
Grove FC. FC Master Ballerz remain
on nine points after succumbing to
their sixth defeat in 11 matches.

The Swetes Vipers FC notched up
their fourth win in 11 matches by
snatching a 3-2 victory against English
Harbour at the English Harbour play-
ing field.

The Swetes Vipers snatched victory
via a Jahwan Harvey own goal in the
90th minute. Goals by Kimoi Alex-
ander in the 19th minute and Jondale
Jno-Lewis in the 23rd minute gave the
Swetes Vipers a two-nil lead.

Oshane Blackwood scored in the 26th
minute, and teammate Clarence Marsh
converted a penalty kick in the 40th
minute for English Harbour to draw
level as both teams reached halftime

The Freemans Village Scorpions

deadlocked at 2-2.

The result allows the Swetes Vipers
FC to move on to 16 points, while En-
glish Harbour FC remains on 12 points
after crashing to their eighth defeat in
12 matches.

However, there were no winners in
the First Division encounter between
Bolans FC and Bendals FC, as both
teams fought to a 2-2 draw at the
ABFA Technical Center.

Jaric Richards converted a penalty
kick in the 11th minute, and David
Joseph scored in the 50th minute for
Bolans FC. Daiquan Martin had a
20th-minute conversion, and Zakeba
McDougal scored an equalizer in the
fifth minute of added time to salvage a
draw for Bendals FC.

The result allows Bolans FC to ad-
vance to 12 points after securing their
sixth draw in 11 matches. Bendals
moved on to nine points after salvag-
ing their third draw in 12 games.

{ ‘T Thursdays, 7:30pm - Karaoke

Saturdays, 8pm - Live Band

EBreakfast served from 7:30am

= Games Night - COMING SO0N!
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More success for Leewards Islands Stormers
in regional T20 Blaze
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The Leeward Islands Stormers con-
tinued their successful start to their
campaign in the Cricket West Indies
(CWI) Women’s T20 Blaze, win-
ning their third consecutive match
with a four-wicket victory against
Trinidad and Tobago at Arnos Vale
in St. Vincent on Saturday.

The Leeward Islands achieved their
latest win by reaching the required
victory target of 75 for six with 23
balls to spare after restricting Trin-
idad and Tobago to 74 for nine off
their 20 overs.

Amelia Khan top-scored for Trini-
dad and Tobago with 17, while Brit-
ney Cooper and Nadia Mohammed
each made 12. Off-spinner Davro-
nique claimed two for 12, and An-
tiguan captain Amanda Edwards
bagged two for 20.

For the Leewards, Reniece Boyce
hit 28 off 31 balls, Amanda Edwards
struck 27 off 31 balls, and Jahzarah
Claxton made 12 not out. Off-spin-
ner Karishma Ramharack grabbed
three for 13.

Players of the Leeward Islands Stormers

After securing a nine-wicket tri-
umph against Jamaica in their tour-
nament opener, the Leeward Islands
Stormers made it two wins in a row
by snatching a seven-run victory
against defending champions Guy-
ana in their second encounter.

Reneice Boyce struck a half cen-
tury as the Leewards made 106 for
nine off their 20 overs after being
sent in to bat and restricted Guyana
to 99 for nine.

Boyce hit a top score of 51 off 54
balls, including seven fours. She
shared a 49-run third-wicket part-
nership with Amanda Edwards, who
was the only other Leeward Islands
player to reach double figures.

Edwards cracked 31 off 29 balls,
including two sixes and two fours.
Off-spinner ~ Ashmini  Munisar
grabbed four for 15, and fellow off-
break bowler Plaffiana Millington
snapped up three for 11.

The Guyanese reply was led by
Mandy Mangru with 24 off 22 balls

and opener Sheneta Grimmond with
23 off 40 balls. Captain Shemaine
Campbelle chipped in with 11.

Edwards, who bowls off-spin,
picked up three for 18, slow left-
arm spinner Qiana Joseph claimed
two for 10, and off-spinner Davro-
nique Maynard captured two for 13.

Barbados and Trinidad and Toba-
go recorded wins in the other two
second-round matches. Barbados
claimed their second win with a
six-wicket victory against Jamaica.

Jamaica made 110 for six off their
20 overs, and Barbados achieved
victory at 111 for four with 18 balls
to spare.

Trinidad and Tobago notched up
their first win by pulling off a 16-
run victory against the Windward
Islands.

Trinidad and Tobago made 95 for
seven off their 20 overs after being
sent in to bat and then dismissed the
Windwards for 89 in 19.3 overs.

In the other third-round matches,
Barbados notched up their third win
in as many games with a victory
against the Windward Islands.

The Windwards, who suffered their
third loss in as many games, were
restricted to 86 for eight off their
20 overs, and the Barbados women
completed victory by scoring 87 for
seven with 23 balls to spare.

Guyana recorded their second win
in three matches with a four-wick-
et victory against Jamaica, who lost
for the third time in as many games.

The Jamaicans were restricted to
87 for nine off their 20 overs, and
Guyana achieved their victory by
scoring 88 for six with 27 balls to
spare.
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Windies lose to Afghanistan at ICC Under-19

Antiguan Jewel Andrew struck a
half century, but the West Indies
crashed to a 138-run defeat against
Afghanistan in their second Group
D match of the 2026 ICC Under-19
Men’s World Cup at the High Perfor-
mance Oval in Windhoek, Namibia,
on Sunday.

After Afghanistan won the toss and
made 262 for six off their 50 overs,
Andrew was the only bright spark for
the West Indies, who tumbled to 124
all out in 33.2 overs.

Andrew struck 57 off 70 balls, in-
cluding four fours and three sixes.
Jakeem Pollard, who made 11 not
out, was the only other young West
Indies batsman to reach double fig-
ures.

Right-arm medium pacer Nooristani
Omarzai snapped up four for 16, fel-
low pacer Khatir Stanikzai grabbed
three for 20, and off-spinner Wahid-
ullah Zadran captured three for 36.

Opener Osman Sadat and captain
Mahboob Khan both hit half centu-
ries during the Afghanistan innings.
Sadat scored 88 off 131 balls, with
nine fours. Khan slammed 86 off 69
balls, including 10 fours and two six-
es.

Khalid Ahmadzi struck 34, and Azi-
zullah Miakhil made 21. Left-arm
pacer Jakeem Pollard claimed three
for 39, and left-arm wrist-spinner Vi-
tel Lawes picked up three for 48.

The West Indies recorded a
five-wicket victory against debutant
Tanzania in their opening match at
the same venue last Thursday.

The West Indies are contesting
Group D alongside South Africa, Af-
ghanistan, and Tanzania.

The Young West Indies will face
South Africa in their last Group D
encounter on Thursday, January 22.

Men’s World Cup

Jewel Andrew

The 16-team tournament is being
held over 23 days and will comprise
a total of 41 matches across five ven-
ues in Zimbabwe and Namibia.

The 16 teams are split into four
groups of four teams each in the
group stage, which includes 24
matches. The top three teams from
each group will advance to the Super
Sixes phase of the tournament.

The 12 teams in the Super Sixes
will be divided into two groups of
six each, with the top three teams
from Groups A and D placed togeth-
er, while the top three sides from
Groups B and C will be in the other

group.

Each team will play two matches in
the Super Sixes stage of the tourna-
ment, against teams that finished in
different positions in the other group.

Moreover, teams will carry the

points, wins, and net run rate they
earned against the sides that pro-
gressed in the Super Sixes from their
group.

The semifinals will take place on
February 3 and 4, before the title
clash (final), which is scheduled for
February 6. Australia, which defeat-
ed India in the final of the 2024 edi-
tion, is the defending champion.
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Secondary Schools’ Football Competition ends
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The Princess Margaret School team with their medals and trophy
after winning the Under-14 Boys Division league title in the Minis-
try of Sports, Cool and Smooth, and Joma Patrick C. Whyte Cu

Secondary Schools’ Football Competition at the Sir Vivian Richards

more titles for P
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The Harrison Center Antigua and Barbuda School of Continuing
Education with their medals and trophy after winning the Un-
der-20 Boys Division league title in the Ministry of Sports, Cool

Stadium (SVRS) on Friday, January 16, 2026. (Photos courtesy of

the Ministry of Sports)

The 2025 Ministry of
Sports, Cool and Smooth,
and Joma Patrick C. Whyte
Cup Secondary Schools’
Football Competition cli-
maxed at the Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium (SVRS)
on Friday, with the Princess
Margaret School capturing
two more divisions to finish
with four titles like the pre-
vious year.

After retaining the Un-
der-16 Boys and Under-16
Girls Division champion-
ships, Princess Margaret
School added two more ti-
tles to their collection by re-
gaining the Under-14 Boys
Division title and retaining
the Under-20 Girls Division
crown.

Princess Margaret defeated
defending champions An-
tigua Grammar School 4-2
in a penalty shootout in the
final of the Under-14 Boys
Division League.

The game was decided via

and Smooth, and Joma Patrick C. Whyte Cup Secondary Schools’
Football Competition at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium (SVRS) on

Friday, January 16, 2026.
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The Princess Margaret School team with their medals and trophy
after winning the Under-20 Girls Division league title in the Minis-
try of Sports, Cool and Smooth, and Joma Patrick C. Whyte Cu
Secondary Schools’ Football Competition at the Sir Vivian Rich-
ards Stadium (SVRS) on Friday, January 16, 2026.

the penalty shootout after
both teams finished dead-
locked at 2-2 at the end of
regulation play.

Allan Henry scored both
goals for PMS. T’andre
James converted a penalty
kick, and Shayan Stewart
scored the equalizer for An-
tigua Grammar School.

Princess Margaret trounced
Antigua Girls High School
5-0 in the final of the Un-
der-20  Girls  Division

League. Player of the game
Rolesha Humphreys scored
twice, while Matarnie Scott,
Jakayla Bellot, and Iressia
Allen each converted once.

The Harrison Center An-
tigua and Barbuda School
of Continuing Education
(HCABSCE) captured the
Under-20 Boys Division
league title by prevailing
4-2 in a penalty shootout
with the Antigua and Bar-
buda College of Advanced

Studies (ABCAS) in the fi-
nal.

The game was decided via
the penalty shootout after
both teams finished dead-
locked at 2-2 at the end of
regulation play.

Omario Christian scored in
the 21st minute, and team-
mate Amanra Peters had a
37th-minute conversion to
give HCABSCE a two-nil
lead at halftime.

However, ABCAS scored
twice in the second half to
draw level and send the
match to be decided in the
penalty shootout. Ralique
Browne converted a penalty
kick in the 50th minute, and
Kevaughn Young scored in
the fourth minute of added
time.

HCABSCE captain Adoni-
jah Dyett claimed the Most
Valuable Player (MVP)
Award and the Player of the
Year accolade.

Editor: Everton Barnes. Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua
Tel: (268) 562-4989 Editorials and Reporting: evertonbarnes@gmail.com; advertising: Sales@pointville.ag.
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