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“We were not frivolous,”
insists PM Browne

Story on page 2

Prime Minister Gaston Browne as his alter ego ‘Gassy Dread’ made a special appearance on Night One of the
One Nation Caribbean Music Festival at the ARG on Saturday night. Point Express presents a photo essay of the
night’s events on pages 14 and 15

Photo courtesy: Wayne Mariette
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“We were not frivolous (on the refugee issue),” insists PM Browne

Prime Minister Gaston Browne speaking on the Browne and Browne show

Prime Minister Gaston Browne is
taking the unusual step of publish-
ing a letter sent to the US Govern-
ment since last August detailing a
number of concerns that Antigua
and Barbuda had regarding the ac-
ceptance of refugees that were be-
ing expelled from the United States
to third party countries.

Speaking on the Browne and
Browne show on Saturday, PM
Browne observed that under normal
circumstances, he would not have
released the sensitive details of the
letter to the public, but he wanted
to inform the people of Antigua
and Barbuda that the government
had approached the matter with due
care and attention.

“This letter sent five months ago
(August 11, 2025) showed our in-
tent to cooperate with the US gov-
ernment. However, at the same
time, expressing our concerns
about certain aspects and literally

stating just how we see this issue
and how we will participate in the
programme. Now, I am not sure
if this is what provoked the ire of
certain individuals, but we could
not just have accepted refugees and
deportee without expressing those
concerns,” he emphasized.

According to the prime minister he
i1s publishing the letter to further
concretise in the minds of the peo-
ple of Antigua and Barbuda that the
government was not ‘frivolous’ on
the issue. He further reported that
the matter was first discussed as
much as six months ago with mul-
tiple countries including many here
in the Caribbean.

“In the context of members of the
opposition seeking to exploit this
issue for political purposes, they
have been suggesting that we are
allowing criminal elements into
the country and that we will have

thousands of them. This is not so!
We are getting licks from within as
our political opponents are using
lies and misinformation to create
mayhem within the society,” he re-
marked.

PM Browne was adamant when he
stated that as a government...both
he and the Cabinet had to defend
the national interest even if that
means that certain actions are taken
against Antigua and Barbuda. “We
have to stand firm on principle,” he
declared.

He noted that there is a view that
taking such a stance would preju-
dice the issue of entry visas to the
US. However, he maintains that if
Antigua and Barbuda had agreed to
accept large numbers of criminals
that this act would destabilize the
country.

PM Browne assured the people of
Antigua and Barbuda that high-lev-
el discussions are underway with
senior US government representa-
tives to have the matter resolved as
soon as possible.

Antigua and Barbuda’s Ambas-
sador to the United States and the
OAS, Sir Ronald Sanders, said he
hopes that the matter can be re-
solved within the 120-day margin
suggested by the US.

For clarity, the prime minister again
emphasized that the Memorandum
of Understanding signed with the
US specifies that no one with crim-
inal records will be accepted and
that the government reserves the
right to accept or deny anyone sug-
gested by the US.

See full text of the letter sent by
Ambassador Sir Ronald. Sanders to
US authorities on page 11.
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HAPI delivers two houses to separate
families in Swetes and Hatten

The government-adminis-
tered housing improvement
programme for the less for-
tunate in the society — the
Home Assisted Programme
for the Indigent (HAPI)
— delivered two homes to
families in Swetes and Hat-
ten over the weekend.

Social and Urban Improve-
ment Minister, Rawdon
Turner, was on hand to as-
sist with making the pre-
sentations to the families
benefiting from this initia-
tive — Arlene Wilson and
her family of 15 in Swetes
and Shamara Thomas and

family of 9 in Hatten, ex-
plains the philosophy of the
programme as he displayed
photos of the houses before
and after the renovations
carried out by teams from
National Housing.

“It’s very important for
people to understand the
work of HAPI. HAPI is de-
termined to help poor peo-
ple in this country, and it is
also important to note that
HAPI does not recognize
colour; it doesn’t matter if

you support the ABLP or the
UPP; our mission is to help
people to get out of pover-
ty. There are still pockets of
poverty in this country and
we are committed to help-
ing those individuals,” he
declared.

Turner said he has a man-
date from the prime minister
to work towards ‘rooting’
out those pockets of pov-
erty that still exist and the
HAPI programme’s housing
improvement initiative is
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already making an impact
in this regard. He said thus
far, HAPI has improved and
turned over 107 homes to
families in the country in
the ten plus years of its ex-
istence.

The Housing Minister ex-
pressed his disappointment
that HAPI, for all that it is
doing to help the poor in the
society, has recently come
under attack from elements
within the opposition, Unit-
ed Progressive Party (UPP).

“I want to be frank and
straightforward here,” Turn-
er told the Browne and
Browne Show on Saturday,
“you see poor people who
are living in deplorable con-
ditions and we have a pro-
gramme to help take them
out of those conditions. It
pains me to say this, but the
HAPI programme has come
under attack from elements
within the UPP. I don’t un-
derstand that you have poor

people living in less than
ideal conditions and they
are encouraging them not to
take advantage of the HAPI
programme,” he reported.

According to Turner the
actions of the opposition, in
his mind, are ‘sad’ and he
presented the photos of the
houses prior to the refur-
bishment and after so that
the public can see for them-
selves the remarkable work
that the HAPI programme is
doing in communities across
Antigua and Barbuda.

Undeterred by the opposi-

tion protestations, Minister
Turner said the arrival of
the 28 truck-loads of lum-
ber and galvanise last week,
will enable his ministry to
undertake multiple home
improvements  simultane-
ously.

“Today (last Saturday), we
were able to help two fam-
ilies out of that deplorable
condition and I was able to

see one of the home owners
shed tears of joy as she and
her family took possession
of the refurbished home.
That meant a lot to me!” he
remarked.

Turner reported that the
improvements to the homes
were done at no cost to the
home-owners.

Coordinator of the Social

Protection Board, Mary Bal-
timore, who combined ef-
forts with HAPI programme
coordinator, Inspector Vel-
don Raggette, to undertake
the housing upgrades, de-
scribed the presentation of
the two homes in a single
day as a historic event, both
for the home-owners and for
the agencies involved.
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Antigua and Barbuda is to host another international

meeting next month

Antigua and Barbuda’s growing rep-
utation as a host-venue for major inter-
national gatherings will receive a fur-
ther boost as the Cabinet has approved
the country’s hosting of the Caribbe-
an—European Union (EU) Parliamen-
tary Assembly, scheduled to take place
here from 14 to 20 February, 2026.
The Assembly will bring together
parliamentary representatives from
Caribbean states and the European
Union and represents an important
opportunity to strengthen political di-
alogue, parliamentary cooperation,
and international partnerships. The
hosting of this high-level meeting
also aligns strategically with Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s ongoing prepara-
tions and institutional readiness for
the Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting (CHOGM) 2026.
Cabinet has designated the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs as the lead co-
ordinating Ministry for the planning
and execution of the Assembly. The
Ministry will work closely with the
Parliament of Antigua and Barbu-
da, the Office of the Prime Minister,
and all relevant Ministries, Depart-
ments, and Agencies, including Na-
tional Security, Tourism, Immigra-
tion, Transport, and Works, to ensure
the successful delivery of the event.
In addition, Cabinet approved that
the CHOGM 2026 Coordinator, Ce-
lia  Roberts-Morgan,  collaborate
closely with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in coordinating and execut-
ing the hosting of the Assembly. Ex-
isting  coordination = mechanisms,
logistical frameworks, and inter-agen-
cy arrangements established for
CHOGM 2026 will be utilized to sup-
port planning and implementation.
Cabinet has further directed the
establishment of an inter-minis-
terial coordinating mechanism
or task force to oversee prepara-
tions and ensure the timely fulfill-
ment of all host country obligations.

.
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Government rejects Misleading and Inaccurate claims regarding
Antigua and Barbuda’s relationship with the USA.

The Government of Antigua and
Barbuda strongly rejects the mislead-
ing and inaccurate claims recently
circulated regarding the nation’s re-
lationship with the United States, the
status of the West Indies Oil Compa-
ny (WIOC), and the operation of the
Citizenship by Investment (CBI) Pro-
gramme.

The commentary in question pres-
ents conjecture as fact and creates a
distorted picture of Antigua and Bar-
buda’s policies and international en-
gagements. Several of the claims are
demonstrably false.

1. U.S.—Antigua and Barbuda Rela-
tions

The assertion that relations with the
United States are “under extreme
strain” is incorrect. Both governments
remain in regular communication, in-
cluding at senior diplomatic and tech-
nical levels. Where policy adjustments
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occur—such as changes to visa pro-
cedures—they are part of wider U.S.
global measures and not targeted ac-
tions against Antigua and Barbuda.

Any suggestion that Antigua and Bar-
buda is being singled out or punished
is unfounded.

2. West Indies Oil Company (WIOC)

Claims that WIOC is the subject of
U.S. pressure or that its operations
are in jeopardy due to its shareholding
structure are inaccurate. The Govern-
ment has been fully transparent re-
garding WIOC’s ownership for many
years and continues to operate with-
in all applicable international legal
frameworks, including those relating
to entities under sanctions.

There has been no request—public,
private, direct, or indirect—from the
United States for Antigua and Barbuda
to seize, expropriate, or forcibly trans-
fer any shareholding in WIOC. In ad-
dition, WIOC has been doing business
with United States entities without re-
strictions over the past seven years.

3. Citizenship by Investment Pro-
gramme

The allegations that the CBI pro-
gramme is being used by “adversar-
ies” to circumvent security systems
are speculative and irresponsible. An-
tigua and Barbuda maintains one of the
most rigorous due-diligence regimes
in the region, including multi-layered
vetting, international security checks,
and continuous review of procedures
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in cooperation with trusted global
partners.

There is no evidence whatsoever that
the programme presents the type of se-
curity risks claimed by the commen-
tator.

4. Use of False or Invented Informa-
tion

The narrative presented is heavily co-
loured by personal bias and includes
several statements that have no basis
in fact. The public should treat such
material with caution, particularly
when it attempts to manufacture ten-
sion or portray routine governmental
processes as evidence of crisis.

Conclusion

Antigua and Barbuda remains com-
mitted to responsible governance, re-
spect for international law, and con-
structive diplomacy with all partners,
including the United States.Attempts
to portray the country as isolated, pres-
sured, or non-compliant are inaccurate
and misleading.

The Government will continue to cor-
rect misinformation wherever it arises
to ensure that the public, investors, and
international partners receive accurate
and verifiable information. (Ends)

MAURICE . MERCHANT

Director-General of Communications
| Government of Antigua and Barbuda
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NODS gets greenlight to erect District Disaster Command
Centres across Antigua and Barbuda

R i e e o N 200, P

The National Office of Disaster Ser-
vices (NODS) gets the greenlight to
place District Disaster Command Cen-
tres (DDCCs) on designated Crown
Lands across Antigua and Barbuda.

The Cabinet approved a request from
the agency to establish the centres and
the decision forms part of Govern-
ment’s ongoing efforts to strengthen
national disaster preparedness, re-
sponse, and resilience at the commu-
nity level. NODS, as the national lead
agency for Disaster Risk Management
and the coordinating body for the
National District Disaster Volunteer
Committee system, is implementing
this initiative in collaboration with
the Caribbean Disaster Emergen-
cy Management Agency (CDEMA).

The District Disaster Command Cen-
tres will be constructed using dura-
ble 20-foot and 40-foot cargo-worthy
containers and will serve as secure,
fully equipped hubs for coordinating
disaster response, mobilising vol-
unteer personnel, and supporting

disaster mitigation activities with-
in communities. The establishment
of one command centre in each dis-
trict is expected to significantly en-
hance decentralized coordination and
communication during emergencies.

Cabinet granted approval for the place-
ment of these centres at the following
locations:

» St. Mary’s South — Bolans Police
Station

» St. Philip North — Glanvilles Poly-
clinic Grounds

» St. Philip South — Newfield Primary
School

» Rural South — Golden Grove Police
Outpost

» St. George — Pigotts Primary School
» St. Peters — Parham Primary School

» City West -
Grounds

» St. Paul — Liberta Primary School
» All Saints West — Sea View Farm

Villa Polyclinic

Playing Field

» All Saints East and St. Luke — JT
Ambrose Primary School

» Rural North — Cedar Grove Clinic
Grounds

» City South — Police Headquarters

» St. Mary’s North — Antigua State
College

» Rural West — Greenbay Police Sta-
tion / Clinic Grounds

» Barbuda — Disaster Office Premises

The Cabinet’s approval underscores
the Government’s commitment to
safeguarding lives, strengthening
community-level disaster response
capabilities, and improving na-
tional resilience to natural hazards.

Implementation of the project will pro-
ceed in accordance with established
planning, safety, and coordination
protocols, with NODS continuing to
work closely with relevant Ministries,
Departments, and Agencies.
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Creative Minister sees “One Nation’ music festival
expanding in the coming years

Minister of Creative Industries,
Daryll Matthew, is full of optimism
regarding the future growth of the
One Nation Music Festival that
took place at the Antigua Recreation
Grounds this past weekend.

Minister Matthew told state televi-
sion last week, that the festival has to
potential to become a major interna-
tional event hosted right here in An-
tigua and Barbuda.

“One Nation is a brand here in An-
tigua and Barbuda as we have done
it for quite a few years and we see
it going through a natural organic
growth and transition thereby be-

coming an even bigger festival. The
prime minister had a vision when he
wanted Antigua and Barbuda to have
an international music festival along
the lines of some of the other festi-
vals that take place within the OECS
and One Nation is perfectly posi-
tioned to do just that,” he suggested.

The Creative Minister said One Na-
tion may be expanded to an entire
week of events indicating what could
be on the roster.

“We want to have events that de-
centralize the festival from the An-
tigua Recreation Grounds. In a few
years, this festival may be expanded

to an entire week where you would
have master classes with our produc-
ers and our artists by bringing in in-
ternational persons to give a different
perspective of production and writ-
ing and so on,” he remarked.

One Nation started some years ago
on the recommendation of Prime
Minister Gaston Browne and it was
originally a one-night affair. Since
then it has grown in popularity and
scope and it is now a two-night fes-
tival; a soca and reggae night of cel-
ebration and a gospel festival on the
Sunday night.
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Halo Welcomes Good Humans 268 Under Its Patronage

Good Humans 268, the socially-con-
scious environmental group, has been
officially welcomed under the umbrel-
la of the Halo Foundation, the organi-
sation founded by the Governor Gen-
eral, Sir Rodney Williams and Lady
Williams.

The event happened last week when
the Governor General and Lady Wil-
liams — Patron and President/Found-
er of the Halo Foundation, respective-
ly — met formally with Joshuanette
Francis, the founder of Good Humans
268, at Government House.

During what has been described as ‘a
warm and engaging meeting’, Fran-
cis, President of Good Humans 268,
shared her vision for the organisation
and highlighted its efforts in promot-
ing environmental awareness and ad-
vocating for the rights of individuals

with disabilities. — Governor General and Lady Williams met formally with osuanette Fran01s

“The Halo Foundation is proud to _ . .
support initiatives that align with its mission of compassion, inclusion, from Government House declared.

and social responsibility,” a statement
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One of two men wanted by the police for escaping
lawful custody is back in custody

One of two men for whom the police
issued Wanted Bulletins on Saturday,
is now back in police custody.

Police spokesman Inspector Frank-
ie Thomas confirmed on Sunday af-
ternoon that Tevin Willock of Grays
Farm is back in custody. No further
details were given. Willock was want-
ed for gun-related offences and for es-
caping lawful custody.

The Wanted Bulletin for Donte Hunk-
ins remains in effect as he is still on the
run from the law.

Early Saturday morning, the police
issued the first bulletin;

Name: Donte Hunkins

Status: WANTED

Offences: Several Fraud Offences
Escaping Lawful Custody

The Royal Police Force of Antigua
and Barbuda is seeking the public’s
assistance in locating Donte Hunkins,
who is wanted in connection with mul-
tiple fraud-related offences and for es-
caping lawful custody.

The suspect’s last known address-
es are between Cassada Gardens and
Golden Grove.

He is strongly advised by the police

B

Name: Donte Hunkins

Status: WANTED
Offences: Several Fraud Offences
Escaping Lawful Custody

to surrender himself immediately at
any police station without further de-
lay.

Members of the public who may have
information regarding his whereabouts
are urged not to confront the suspect,
but to contact the police promptly.

Investigations are ongoing, and ef-

Name: Tevin Willock

Address: Grays Farm
Status: WANTED

Offences: Gun-related Offences, Es-

caping Lawful Custody
forts to locate him are continuing.

Anyone with information is asked to

contact the Criminal Investigations
Department (CID): 462-3913, the
nearest Police Station, or call Crime
Stoppers  (Anonymous): 800-TIPS
(8477). All information will be treated
with the strictest confidence.

Parham Man Charged with Larceny at Ffryes Beach

The police have arrested and charged
25-year-old Alvin O’Brien of Parham
in connection with a larceny incident
at Fryes Beach.

Reports indicate that a woman had
parked her vehicle at the beach and
left her handbag on the front passenger
seat. The accused was later spotted at
the driver’s side door with part of his
body inside the vehicle.

An alarm was raised, and he fled the
scene in a silver motor car. The vehi-
cle was subsequently intercepted by
officers attached to the Bolans Police

"

Alvin O’Brien of Parham

Station and he was arrested and taken
into custody.

He is expected to appear before the
court next week to answer to the
charge.

Meanwhile, the police continue to ap-
peal to the public to desist from leav-
ing valuable items unattended inside
vehicles.

The Police Administration encourag-
es everyone to play their part to help
safeguard against theft and other crim-
inal activities.
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Embassy of Antigua and Barbuda
Washington, DC

11™ August 2025

Mr. Michael (Mike) Kozak

Senior Bureau Official

Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear SBO, Mr Mike Kozak

| thank you for our constructive discussions regarding a possible “Understanding” (hereinafter,
the “Understanding”) between the Government of the United States of America and the
Government of Antigua and Barbuda concerning the transfer to Antigua and Barbuda of certain
third-country nationals now present in the United States.

We acknowledge receipt of the Note dated 28 July 2025 transmitting the Draft Proposed Text and
inviting our comments. My Government has authorized me to submit the following responses to
the seven bullet points in the draft.

Preliminary — Scope and Eligibility of Transferees

For the avoidance of doubt, only individuals who are (i) designated refugees under U.S. law or
(ii) registered asylum seekers with a pending, non-frivolous asylum application recognized
by U.S. authorities are within scope (“Eligible Persons”). No other category of inadmissible,
removable, or “illegal” immigrant in the United States is eligible for transfer under this
Understanding.

On the first bullet point (transfers):

A. Mutual Agreement & Notice (Condition Precedent). Transfers shall occur only by mutual
written agreement of both Governments on a case-by-case basis, with the United States
providing at least fourteen (14) days’ advance notice of each proposed transferee’s identity,
nationality, and a complete pre-arrival package including: full biometrics in U.S. standard
format; criminal and immigration history; any derogatory intelligence; verified civil-
status/identity documents; medical screening results (including communicable diseases); and
the per-case Funding Letter (see seventh bullet). No transfer proceeds absent a complete
package.

B. Exclusion of High-Risk Individuals. Antigua and Barbuda cannot accept any individual who
raises national-security or public-safety concerns for the United States, or who poses such
concerns for Antigua and Barbuda.




MONDAY 12™ JANUARY 2026

Feature

C. Eligibility Conditions (for Eligible Persons only). Antigua and Barbuda will consider only
persons who:

i. have no criminal convictions other than immigration-status offenses; have no
pending charges; are not subject to sex-offender registration; are not on terrorism,
organized-crime, or sanctions lists; and are not otherwise excludable on security
grounds;

ii. possess a certified skill or professional licence recognized by the relevant
regulatory authorities of Antigua and Barbuda; and

iii. demonstrate at least basic working proficiency in English.

D. Nationality, Documents & Consent. The United States will verify nationality, provide
appropriate travel/identity documents, and obtain written informed consent from each
individual proposed for transfer.

E. Capacity Limit. Antigua and Barbuda will consider accepting no more than twelve (12)
persons in the aggregate per calendar year (including immediate family), at Antigua and
Barbuda’s sole discretion to accept fewer, in view of our small-state capacity constraints
(population 95,000; land area 440 km?).

On the second bullet point (discretion):
Acceptable as drafted.

On the third bullet point (status):

A. Immigration Status & Screening. Antigua and Barbuda intends to grant an
appropriate temporary immigration status to each accepted transferee and immediate
family, consistent with domestic law, subject to successful security and public-order
screening before acceptance. The Understanding does not create a “safe third country”
arrangement and confers no permanent residence or citizenship right.

B. Duration. Status will be granted for not exceeding twenty-four (24) months; any
extension requires mutual consent.

C. Re-transfer Guarantee. If the transferee and immediate family have not achieved
self-sufficiency by the end of twenty-four (24) months, Antigua and Barbuda may
request their return. The United States shall accept such return and arrange transport
within thirty (30) days, securing all travel documents and covering all costs.

On the fourth bullet point (international obligations & data protections):

Measures taken under the Understanding will accord with Antigua and Barbuda’s obligations
under the 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol, the Convention against Torture
(1984), and applicable national laws and policies. Personal data will be exchanged over secure
channels, used solely for vetting and case management, and retained no longer than
necessary. Antigua and Barbuda shall have audit/inspection rights to verify data-security
practices; upon case closure, the United States will certify deletion or archiving consistent
with law. Unauthorized disclosure will trigger immediate consultations and may
automatically pause further transfers pending remedial steps.
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On the fifth bullet point (procedures/consultations):

Within thirty (30) days of entry into force, the participants will adopt Standard Operating
Procedures covering scope (Eligible Persons only), eligibility screening, data protection,
reception, monitoring, and re-transfer logistics, and will establish a joint consultative
committee that meets at least quarterly (or ad hoc as needed) to address interpretation or
implementation issues. Dispute escalation will proceed to principals within seven (7) days if
unresolved at the working level. Public messaging will be coordinated in advance; individual
case details will not be publicly disclosed.

On the sixth bullet point (discontinuation):
Acceptable subject to:

(i) sixty (60) days’ written notice;

(ii) grandfathering of all persons already transferred, with the Funding Letter
commitments and the re-transfer guarantee remaining in force until each case
is closed or twenty-four (24) months elapse, whichever is later; and

(iii) an immediate suspension right for either participant in the event of a material
breach or funding failure, pending consultations.

On the seventh bullet point (funding — substitute text):

The template text is not acceptable. Please substitute:
“For each proposed transfer, the United States, or its designated agency, will issue a
Funding Letter specifying the responsible paying entity and funding coverage for
transportation, pre-arrival screening, reception, accommodation, subsistence,
healthcare, language services, education for minors, and case management for the
principal and immediate family for up to twenty-four (24) months, subject to U.S.
appropriations. No transfer will occur absent the Funding Letter. These commitments
shall survive any discontinuation under the sixth bullet for all persons already
transferred.”

Pilot and Sunset:

The Understanding will operate as a twelve (12)-month pilot, automatically expiring unless
renewed by mutual written consent following a review by the joint consultative committee.
Antigua and Barbuda remains ready to finalize the text in the spirit of cooperation that has long
been the hallmark of our relationship.

Please accept, Mr. Kozak, the assurances of my highest personal regards.

Sir Ronald Sanders
Ambassador of Antigua and Barbuda
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Trump tells Cuba to ‘make a deal, before it is too late’

US President Donald Trump urged
Cuba on Sunday to “make a deal” or
face unspecified consequences, warn-
ing that the flow of Venezuelan oil and
money to Havana would now stop.

“THERE WILL BE NO MORE OIL
OR MONEY GOING TO CUBA -
ZERO!” Trump said on his Truth So-
cial channel. “I strongly suggest they
make a deal, BEFORE IT IS TOO
LATE.”

His remarks come a week after US
forces seized Venezuela’s authoritari-
an leader Nicolas Maduro in a night-
time operation in Caracas that killed
dozens of Venezuelan and Cuban se-
curity forces.

Earlier on Sunday Trump reposted a
message suggesting that US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio could become
the president of now communist-ruled

Cuba.

In his own post soon afterwards, Trump
said that “Cuba lived, for many years,
on large amounts of OIL and MONEY
from Venezuela. In return, Cuba pro-
vided ‘Security Services’ for the last
two Venezuelan dictators, BUT NOT
ANYMORE!”

“Most of those Cubans are DEAD from

last week’s U.S.A. attack, and Venezu-
ela doesn’t need protection anymore
from the thugs and extortionists who
held them hostage for so many years.”

Under a US trade embargo, Havana
since 2000 has increasingly relied on
Venezuelan oil provided as part of a
deal struck with Maduro’s predecessor
Hugo Chavez. (Jamaica Observer)
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Government to train 20 air traffic controllers in
preparation for completion of international airport

Tourism Minister Denise Charles-Pem-
berton has announced that the Govern-
ment of Dominica will provide train-
ing for 20 air traffic controllers this
year, as preparations continue for the
operation of the new international air-
port.

Speaking during a site visit to the In-
ternational Airport Development Proj-
ect on Thursday, Charles-Pemberton
highlighted the employment opportu-
nities the facility will create.

“Upon completion of this airport, we
are looking at an estimated increase in
employment of about 200 personnel,”
she said. “These are the opportunities
the Prime Minister has been talking
about. We have to assess our current
skill sets and determine the skills re-
quired to operate the airport.”

She noted that training has already
begun for three air traffic controllers,
with 17 more to follow. “We need
maintenance workers, we need air
traffic controllers, and as we speak,
we have identified about 20 people
to send for training,” she explained.
“If you are interested in becoming an
air traffic controller, you can apply to
DASPA [Dominica Air and Sea Ports
Authority].”

Charles-Pemberton added that addi-
tional electricians, engineers, main-
tenance workers, and immigration
officers will also be required. “Oppor-

she emphasized.

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit, who
also toured the site, expressed satisfac-
tion with the progress of the project.

“The runway is basically settling. Af-
ter the rainy season in 2026, we will be
ready to apply the concrete and asphalt
surface,” he said. “The tunnel is under
construction, and I understand it will
be completed between August and Oc-
tober of this year.”

Skerrit explained that the tunnel will
connect Wesley to Woodford Hill and
Portsmouth, improving connectivity
in the area. “The tunnel will enhance
that communication, and we are mov-
ing ahead with this,” he noted.

He further reported that all on-site

buildings are under construction, in-

cluding the terminal building, VIP
facilities for private aircraft, the fire
service, customs, and other essential
infrastructure.

“My understanding from the schedule
and from what the developers are say-
ing is that by November this year, all of
the structures will be completed, and
internal works will commence imme-
diately thereafter,” Skerrit said. “We
are looking at completion in the last
quarter of 2027 for the airport, barring
any unforeseen challenges—and we
pray to God there will be none.”

Calling the project a “major achieve-
ment for the country,” Skerrit added,
“One can only appreciate the kind of
positive transformation that this air-
port will bring to Dominica.” (Domi-
nica News Online)
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Machel chases Road March history...releases ‘Encore’
Monday in pursuit of Kitchener’s 50-year record

Machel Montano chases history
Monday with the release of his Road
March contender, “Encore”.

The emotive track reunites the same
creative team behind last year’s title
winner, “Pardy”—songwriter Andre
Jeffers and producers XplicitMevon
(Mevon Sooden) and Kyle Phillips of
Badjohn Republic.

Together, they delivered a defining
Carnival moment that brought the
“soca monk” level with calypso icon
Lord Kitchener (Aldwyn Roberts) on
11 Road March titles, a record that has
stood since 1976.

Just behind Montano and Kitchener
on the all-time Road March leader-
board are Superblue (Austin Lyons)
with ten titles and Mighty Sparrow
(Slinger Francisco) with eight.

With “Encore”, Montano retraces his
journey to the pinnacle of soca music
atop a mas-ready drum cadence, pep-
pered with quotable lyrics.

He sings: “Dey say yuh only as good
as yuh last performance

So leh we gih dem performance.”

Montano said “Encore” emerged
through what he described as “divine
intervention”, as his creative team
wrestled with a seemingly impossible
question of how to follow the massive
success of “Pardy”.

“It didn’t come easy,” Montano told
the Sunday Express via WhatsApp
yesterday morning. “We were looking
for how do we top ‘Pardy’, how do we
move it one step further, but still keep
the pedigree?”

That search was shaped by what “Par-
dy” became during Carnival 2025. Be-
yond its fete-shaking energy, the song
produced unexpected moments of
connection, from viral fan interactions
to children singing along in spaces
Montano admits he did not anticipate.

“People wanted more of that feel-
ing,” he said. “Jeffers came with the

idea and I felt it immediately. There
are many lines in there that speak to
my life, but not just my life personally.
I think it will touch everybody’s lives
and they will understand that feeling.”

Lord Kitchener, dubbed “The Grand
Master of Calypso”, ruled the road
during the genre’s heyday in the 1960s
and *70s with classics like “The Road”
(1963), “My Pussin” (1965), “Miss
Tourist” (1968) and “Rainorama”
(1973).

The Arima-born bard captured his fi-
nal Road March crown in 1976 with
“Flag Woman”.

Montano’s Road March wins, span-
ning from the late 1990s into the mod-
ern soca era, chart the genre’s evolu-
tion itself, from horn-driven anthems
to digitally produced road energy.

Among his notable wins are “Big
Truck” (1997), “Jumbie” (2007), “Like
Ah Boss” (2015), “Soca Kingdom”
with Superblue (2018), and “Famalay”
with Skinny Fabulous (Gamal Doyle)
and Bunji Garlin (Ian Alvarez) (2019).

However, he is careful not to frame
his own pursuit as eclipsing the late

great singer and composer, stressing
that Kitchener’s contribution to the
artform remains unmatched.

“I could never eclipse Kitch,” Monta-
no said. “Kitchener is one of the great-
est ever to do it. What he did for calyp-
so, steelpan and Road March, I don’t
think I’ve put in half that work.”

Rather than viewing the moment as
overtaking a legend, Montano sees his
pursuit as cumulative, built on foun-
dations laid long before him.

“We are resting on his shoulders,” he
said. “This is really about reaching a
milestone that should be celebrated be-
cause of the hard work that I have put
in, but mainly because of the amount
of different people that I’ve worked
with that brought into this achieve-
ment.”

That distinction matters. Where
Kitchener largely wrote and construc-
ted his Road March winners himself,
Montano’s path has been defined by
collaboration, evolving production
teams and a new generation of cre-
atives shaping a modern soca.

“Winning road marches is about num-
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bers, and in this time that I’ve lived, it
was probably an easier lift for me than
it was for him, because he had to take
it to London, come back home, write
songs for the panmen, and he had less
things to work with than me,” he said.

Standing on the cusp of history, Mon-
tano insists his motivation is not the ti-
tles but the constant chase for growth.

“I chase the creativity,” he smiled.
“When you create music on a high lev-
el and especially with others, you’re
chasing excellence, and excellence is
something that’s constantly moving,
because you’re trying to be better than
your last performance. If you really
understand life, it is infinite. It is eter-
nal. It is exponential. It keeps getting
better and better, if you keep improv-
ing.”

Finding new ways to evolve soca’s
sound and message for a global audi-
ence continues to fuel him.

“We really want to change our mes-
sages and sing, you know, different
messages beyond just Carnival vibra-
tions,” he said.

As for retirement, Montano, who
once told the Express he envisioned a
quiet life “in de bush”, says that chap-

ter has already begun—just not in the
way many assume.

“The beard and dreadlocks going
black is just fashion,” he laughed. “It
was suggested to me by my barber
who wanted to make me look like
Leonidas from 300. One day I might
just go back full grey.”

On life in the bush, he added, “Since
2020, I did move into the bush and I
still live there and it’s lovely, but it’s
not retirement. It’s rest and recovery
and inspiration to work hard. It’s like
going into the mountain to plant seeds,
waiting for them to grow, then coming
down and sharing it with everybody in
the valley.

“Then you go back and sow the seeds
again. That space is something we
want to develop for growing food,
making music, creating ideas and
building concepts. I’'m very fortunate
to say that dream has come true.”

Road March wins

(Tied at 11-11)

Lord Kitchener’s Road March wins
1. “Jump In The Line”—1946

2. “The Road”—1963

3. “Mama This Is Mas”—1964

. “My Pussin”—1965

. “Sixty Seven”—1967

. “Miss Tourist”™—1968

. “Margie”—1970

. “Mas At Madison”—1971
. “Rain-O-Rama”—1973
10. “Tribute to Spree”—1975
11. “Flag Woman”—1976

O 0 9 N L K

Machel Montano’s Road March Wins
1. “Big Truck”™—1997

2. “Band Of De Year (BODY)” with
Patrice Roberts—2006

3. “Jumbie”—2007

. “Advantage”™—2011

. “Pump Yuh Flag (PYF)”—2012

. “Ministry of Road (MOR)”"—2014
. “Like Ah Boss”—2015

. “Waiting on the Stage”—2016

9. “Soca Kingdom” with Super-
blue—2018

10. “Famalay” with Skinny Fabulous
and Bunji Garlin—2019

11. “Pardy”—2025 (Trinidad Ex-
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One person dead and 300 buildings destroyed
in Australia bushfires

One person has died and 300 proper-
ties have been destroyed in bushfires
that have torn across south-east Aus-
tralia.

The fires have raged in dozens of lo-
cations across the country for several
days, mostly in the state of Victoria,
but also in New South Wales, burning
through land almost twice the size of
Greater London.

A state of emergency has been de-
clared in Victoria as thousands of fire-
fighters and more than 70 aircraft bat-
tle the blaze. Residents in more than a
dozen communities have been advised
to leave their homes.

Authorities fear the fires, which are
being fuelled by very hot, dry and
windy conditions, could burn for sev-
eral weeks.

Victoria’s Premier Jacinta Allan said
30 active fires were burning across the
state, 10 of which were of particular
concern.

She said 350,000 hectares had been
burnt across the state as of 08:00 local
time on Sunday (23:00 GMT on Sat-

urday).

“We will see fires continue for some
time across the state and that is why
we are not through the worst of this by
a long way,” she told Australian me-
dia.

“There are fires that are continuing
right now that are threatening homes
and property.”

Human remains were found in the vil-
lage of Gobur, near the town of Long-
wood, some 110km (70 sq miles) north
of the state capital Melbourne, police
said. The victim has not yet been iden-
tified.

Allan praised the emergency workers
who worked to retrieve the body. “This
is difficult and confronting work, and
it takes a heavy toll.”

“The Gobur community is grieving,”
she said.

Bushfire smoke is impacting air qual-
ity in many areas across Victoria, in-
cluding metropolitan Melbourne.

Authorities said the fires were the
worst to hit the south-east of Australia

since the 2019-
2020 blazes
that destroyed
an area the size
of Turkey and
killed 33 people.

Firefighter Ty-
rone Rice said
losing his own
§ home in the fire
in Harcourt was
“a kick in the
guts”

1 One of the
worst-affect-
ed places is the
small town of
Harcourt in the
central  high-
lands of Victo-
ria, where fire-
fighter Tyrone
Rice lost his own home in the blaze.
He was out fighting one of the bush-
fires when he learned it was on fire.

He told Australian media it was “like
a kick in the guts, but I’'m not the first
person to go through it, and [ won’t be
the last”.

The destruction in Harcourt was
“gut-wrenching”, local fire captain
Andrew Wilson said.

A reporter for Australia’s 9 News, Jack
Ward, told the BBC World Service
he had visited the damage in several
towns across Western Australia.

What he saw was “catastrophic”, he
said, and in many places, “all that’s
left of these houses is a tin roof lying
on the ground”.

While it is hard to link individual wild-
fires to climate change as how humans
manage the land can play a factor, sci-
entists say climate change is making
the hot, dry weather conditions con-

ducive to bush fires more common.
(BBC)
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Iran warns against US strikes as activists say protest
death toll reaches 203

Iran’s parliament speak-
er warned Sunday that the
United States military and
Israel would be “legitimate
targets” if the US strikes
the Islamic Republic over
the ongoing protests roil-
ing the country. US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has
threatened action.

At least 203 people have
died in violence surround-
ing the demonstrations, ac-
tivists said, with fears the
death toll is far higher.

Speaker Mohammad Ba-
gher Qalibaf made the
warning after nationwide
protests challenging Iran’s
theocracy saw  protest-
ers flood the streets in the
country’s capital and its
second-largest city into
Sunday morning, crossing
the two-week mark.

With the internet down in

Iran and phone lines cut
off, gauging the demon-
strations from abroad has
grown more difficult.

Those abroad fear the
information blackout is
emboldening  hard-liners
within Iran’s security ser-
vices to launch a bloody
crackdown.

Trump offered support
for the protesters, saying
on social media that “Iran
is looking at FREEDOM,
perhaps like never before.
The USA stands ready to
help!!!”

The New York Times and
Wall Street Journal, citing
anonymous US officials,
said on Saturday night that
Trump had been given mil-

itary options for a strike on
Iran, but hadn’t made a fi-
nal decision.

Iranian state television
broadcast the parliament
session live. Speaker Qal-
ibaf, a hard-liner who has
run for the presidency in
the past, gave a speech ap-
plauding police and Iran’s
paramilitary  Revolution-
ary Guard, particularly
its all-volunteer Basij, for
having “stood firm” during
the protests.

He went on to directly
threaten Israel, “the oc-
cupied territory” as he re-
ferred to it, and the U.S.
military, possibly with a
preemptive strike.

“In the event of an attack
on Iran, both the occupied
territory and all American
military centers, bases and
ships in the region will be
our legitimate targets,”
Qalibaf said. “We do not
consider ourselves limited
to reacting after the action
and will act based on any
objective signs of a threat.”

Lawmakers rushed the
dais in the Iranian parlia-

ment, shouting: “Death to
America!”

It remains unclear just
how serious Iran is about
launching a strike, partic-
ularly after its air defens-
es were destroyed during
the 12-day war in June
with Israel. Any decision
to go to war would rest
with Iran’s 86-year-old
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.

The US military has said
in the Mideast it is “pos-
tured with forces that span
the full range of combat
capability to defend our
forces, our partners and
allies and US interests.”
Iran targeted US forces at
Al Udeid Air Base in Qa-
tar back in June, while the
US Navy’s Mideast-based
5th Fleet is stationed in the
island kingdom of Bahrain.

Israel, meanwhile, is
“watching closely” the sit-
uation between the US and
Iran, said an Israeli official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity due to not being
authorized to speak to jour-
nalists. Israeli Prime Min-

ister Benjamin Netanyahu
spoke with US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio over-
night on topics including
Iran, the official added.

The US-based Human
Rights Activists News
Agency, which relies on ac-
tivists in Iran cross-check-
ing information, offered
the new death toll of 203
on Sunday, a large jump.

Of those killed, 162 are
protesters and 41 are mem-
bers of the security forces,
it said. The agency also
acknowledged receiving
claims of far more deaths
that it was still assessing
as over 3,280 others have
been arrested.

The group has offered
accurate tolls in previous
rounds of unrest in the Is-
lamic Republic. The Irani-
an government has not of-
fered any overall casualty
figures for the demonstra-
tions.

The Associated Press
has been unable to inde-
pendently assess the toll,
as communications with
Iran have been cut.

At the Vatican, Pope Leo
XIV mentioned Iran as
a place “where ongoing
tensions continue to claim
many lives.”

“I hope and pray that di-
alogue and peace may be
patiently nurtured in pur-
suit of the common good
of the whole of society,” he
said. (Jamaica Observer)
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Nobel Institute says Peace Prize cannot be transferred
after Maria Corina Machado suggestion

said the Nobel Peace Prize cannot

be transferred, shared, or revoked,
following remarks by Venezue-
lan opposition leader Maria Cori-
na Machado suggesting she might
give her 2025 award to U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

In a statement, the institute said
the decision to award a Nobel Prize
is final and permanent, citing the
statutes of the Nobel Foundation,
which do not allow appeals. The
organization also noted that com-
mittees awarding the prizes do not
comment on the actions or state-
ments of laureates after receiving
awards.

“Once a Nobel Prize is announced,
it cannot be revoked, shared or
transferred to others,” the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee and the
Norwegian Nobel Institute said on
Friday. “The decision is final and
stands for all time.”

On Monday, Machado, speaking
to Sean Hannity on Fox News,
said that presenting the prize to
Trump would be an act of gratitude
from the Venezuelan people for
the removal of Nicolas Maduro,
the country’s president, who was
captured last week by the United
States.

“Did you at any point offer to give
him the Nobel Peace Prize?” Han-
nity asked. “Did that actually hap-

pen?”

She responded, “Well, it hasn’t
happened yet.”

Trump, who has long expressed
interest in winning the prize and
has at times linked it to diplomat-
ic achievements, said he would be
honored to accept the prize if of-
fered by Machado during a planned

sembly member, was barred from
running in Venezuela’s 2024 gen-
eral election by authorities aligned
with Maduro.

She backed a stand-in candidate
who was widely considered to
have won the vote, although Mad-
uro claimed victory. Ballot audits
by independent observers showed

irregularities in the official results.

meeting in Washington next week.
(Reuters)

Machado, a former National As-

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

(Probate)

ANUHPB2026/
In the Estate ELIZABETH BARNES née ERSKINE, Deceased
of Potters Village, St. John’s, Antigua

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT (FIRST PUBLICATION)

TAKE NOTICE that an Application has been filed by EVERTON BARNES of, Weirs
Estate, St. Georges, Antigua for a Grant of Letters of Administration to the
Applicant who is the son of the Deceased, the Deceased having died intestate on
the 26™ day of July, 2014.

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration shall
file an objection within fourteen (14) days of the publication of this Notice.
DATED this

day of , 2026

EVERTON BARNES
Applicant

Filed by Westlin Chambers, Attorneys-at-Law whose address for service is
Independence Drive, St. John’s, Antigua.

Telephone:
Email:

1 (268) 462 4444/ 1 (268) 772 2023
westlinlaw@gmail.com




CALL: 562-3989 OR 562-2991 | Us: 718 285 7889
FACEBOOK LIVE @ POINTE FM99.1




MONDAY 12™ JANUARY 2026

...............

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

SportsNews

Tyra Fenton quallfles for the 2026 CARIFTA Games in Grenada

Tyra Fenton of Roots Ath-
letic Club has qualified for
the 2026 CARIFTA Track
and Field Games, which
will be held in Grenada
from April 4 to 6.

Fenton qualified for the
regional meet by attaining
the qualifying standards
in the 100-meter, 200-me-
ter, and 400-meter sprints

Y i
O FESTIVALS
% COMMISSION

Tyra Fenton

at the first Antigua and
Barbuda Athletics Associ-
ation’s (ABAA) Develop-
ment Series at the YASCO
Sports Complex on Satur-
day.

Competing in the un-
der-17 girls’ category,
Fenton has secured qual-
ification by winning the
100m, 200m, and 400m

races.

It means Fenton will

be defending her 2025
CARIFTA title in the un-
der-17 girls 400-meter
event, a true testament to
her consistency, speed,
and determination.

This milestone achieve-
ment allows Fenton to

become the second An-
tiguan to qualify for the
2026 CARIFTA Track and
Field Games in Grenada.

Kasiya Daley became the
nation’s first qualifier for
the 2026 regional track
and field meet last month.

Daley, the 2023 NACAC
Under-18 double gold
medalist and 2024 Junior
Sportsman of the Year, at-
tained the qualifying stan-
dards intheboys’ 100-and-
200-meter events during
his first indoor meet at the
Washburn Alumni Invite
on December 6.

Representing Allen
Community College in
Kansas, Daley qualified
in the men’s 200-meter
event by clocking a time
of 21.54 seconds, within
the 21.75-second indoor
standard.

Daley also debuted with
a 60-meter time of 6.82
seconds, also within the
qualification standards for
the 100 meters (6.85).

JAAND BARBU[ A
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Villa Lions stay third in Premier Division League
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The Aston Villa Lions consolidat-
ed their third-place position in the
Antigua and Barbuda Football Asso-
ciation’s (ABFA) Premier Division
League on Saturday.

Aston Villa Lions notched their
eighth win in 10 matches with a 2-0
victory against the Ottos Rangers in
the second game of a triple-header at
the ABFA Technical Center.

Both goals were scored in the first
half via strikes by Judah Christian in
the 14th minute and Isaac Hughes in
the 23rd minute.

The result allows the Villa Lions to
consolidate their position in third place
by advancing to 24 points, while the
Ottos Rangers remain on four points
after tumbling to their ninth loss in 11
matches.

There were wins for Old Road FC

A starting XI of the Villa Li

and John Hughes FC in the other two
matches on Saturday.

Rakeem Joseph scored twice to pro-
pel Old Road to their sixth win in 10
matches with a 4-1 victory against the
Attacking Saints in the last game on
Saturday.

After both teams were deadlocked at
nil-nil at halftime, all five goals were
scored in the second half. Joseph had
conversions in the 49th and 65th min-
utes.

Shavorn Thomas scored an own goal,
and Obediah Browne converted the
fourth and final goal for Old Road FC
with a strike in the first minute of add-
ed time. Rick Gordon scored a conso-
lation goal for the Attacking Saints by
converting a penalty kick in the 70th
minute.

The result allows Old Road FC to

s football t;am

move on to 20 points, while the At-
tacking Saints will remain on 10 points
after suffering their seventh defeat in
11 matches.

John Hughes recorded their third win
in 11 matches by coming from behind
to snatch a 2-1 victory against the Pot-
ters Tigers in the first game on Satur-
day.

Donald Bradley struck the winner for
John Hughes FC with a strike in the
third minute of added time. His team-
mate Dashawn Plunkett snatched the
equalizer with a goal in the 68th min-
ute after Ordel Samuel gave the Pot-
ters Tigers a one-nil lead at halftime
with a 37th-minute conversion.

The result allows John Hughes FC to
move on to 10 points, while the Pot-
ters Tigers will remain on 13 points
after suffering their fourth defeat in 11
matches.
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Golden Grove drop points to stay second in First Division

The Golden Grove FC dropped points
for the fourth time to remain in second
place and two points adrift of unbeaten
leaders, the Freemans Village Scorpi-
ons, during the latest round of matches
in the Antigua and Barbuda Football
Association’s (ABFA) First Division
League.

Golden Grove FC suffered their sec-
ond loss in 10 matches in a 2-1 defeat
to the Swetes Vipers FC at the Mack
Pond playing field in All Saints.

Lyndon Goodwin scored in the 24th
minute, and teammate Joel Jacobs
struck the winner for the Swetes Vi-
pers FC with a strike in the 84th min-
ute. Te’rique Smith scored for Golden
Grove with a 62nd-minute conversion.

The result allows Golden Grove FC
to remain second in the standings with
20, two adrift of leaders Freemans Vil-
lage Scorpions, who have two games
in hand.

The Swetes Vipers FC moved on to
13 points after recording their third
win in 10 matches.

Nickado Lindsay struck a hat trick

Players of he Golden Grovefootbll team

to lead Empire FC to their fifth win in
10 matches with a 6-1 drubbing of the
Cedar Grove Blue Jays at the Keithley
Sheppard Recreational Park.

Lindsay had conversions in the 13th,
33rd, and 89th minutes. The other goals
for Empire FC were scored by Kama-
li Looby in the 8th minute, Maykele
Culzac in the 71st minute, and Marck-
ens Dorisca in the 82nd minute.

Kishorn Hamilton scored a conso-
lation goal in the 24th minute for the
Cedar Grove Blue Jays.

The result allows Empire FC to move
on to 17 points, while the Cedar Grove
Blue Jays dropped to the bottom of the
standings with six points after suffer-
ing their seventh loss in nine matches.

Bendals FC moved out of the bottom
of the standings by clinching their sec-
ond win in 11 matches with a 2-1 vic-
tory against FC Master Ballerz at the
Cashew Hill playing field.

Goals by Guishard Jr. in the 34th min-
ute and Daren Stevens in the 37th min-
ute snatched victory for the Bendals
FC after a fourth-minute conversion

by Clive Sansculotte gave FC Master
Ballerz a one-nil lead.

The result allows Bendals FC to
move out of the cellar by advancing to
eight points, while FC Master Ballerz
remain on nine points after succumb-
ing to their fifth defeat in 10 matches.

However, there was no winner in the
encounter between Willikies FC and
SAP FC, as both teams battled to a
2-2 draw in their meeting at the ABFA
Technical Center.

Following a goalless first half, all
four goals were converted in the sec-
ond half. Emerson Henry scored both
goals for SAP FC, converting a penal-
ty kick in the 80th minute and adding a
second with a strike in the 81st minute.

Zahdeir Forde had a 73rd-minute
conversion, and Randy Thomas scored
in the 76th minute for Willikies FC.

SAP FC moved on to 10 points after
salvaging their fourth draw in seven
matches. Willikies FC advanced to
eight points after securing their second
draw in nine matches.
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PMS, AGS and HCABSCE advance to school foothall league finals

The Princess Margaret School football team with their medals after winning the 2024
Under-20 Girls Division League title by beating Antigua Girls High School 3-0 in the final
at the ABFA Technical Center on Wednesday, April 9, 2024.

Princess  Margaret  School
(PMS), the Antigua Grammar
School (AGS), and the Harri-
son Center Antigua and Barbuda
School of Continuing Education
(HCABSCE) have advanced to
the finals in their respective di-
visions in the Ministry of Sports,
Cool and Smooth, and Joma Pat-
rick C. Whyte Cup Secondary
Schools’ Football Competition.

Defending champions Princess
Margaret School booked their
spot in the final of the Under-20
Girls Division with a 12-1 drub-
bing of the Clare Hall Secondary
School (CHSS) in the semi-final
at the ABFA Technical Center on
Friday.

Four players, Rolesha Hum-
phreys, Iressia Allen, J’Kayla
Bellot, and Karmieta Hughes, re-
corded hat tricks for the Princess

Margaret School in their demoli-
tion of Clare Hall Secondary.

Humphreys struck in the third,
20th, and 39th minutes; Allen
scored in the 12th, 32nd, and
38th minutes; Bellot had conver-
sions in the 25th, 35th, and 56th
minutes; and Hughes converted
her strikes in the 35th, 63rd, and
68th minutes.

The Princess Margaret School
will advance to the final to de-
fend their title against Antigua
Girls High School (AGHS) in
the final at the Sir Vivian Rich-
ards Stadium (SVRS) on Friday,
January 16.

The AGHS qualified for the
championship decider by vir-
tue of finishing at the top of the
standings at the end of the pre-
liminary stage of the Under-20
Girls Division League.

Defending champions Antigua
Grammar School booked their
spot in the final by pulling off a
1-0 victory against the Jennings
Secondary School (JSS) in the
semi-final of the Under-14 Boys
Division.

Temorey Henry scored the only
goal of the match, striking the
winner for the Antigua Grammar
School with a conversion in the
23rd minute.

The Antigua Grammar School
advanced to the final to face
Princess Margaret School at the
Sir Vivian Richards Stadium on
Friday, January 16.

The Harrison Center Antigua
and Barbuda School of Continu-
ing Education advanced to the
final of the Under-20 Boys Divi-
sion by prevailing 4-3 in a pen-
alty shootout against defending
champions Princess Margaret
School in the semi-final.

The game was forced to be de-

cided in the penalty shootout
after both teams fought to a 2-2
draw at the end of regulation.
Shumba Thomas had a double
conversion for PMS with goals
in the sixth and 69th minutes.

Romario Christian scored both

goals for HCABSC with strikes
in the 35th and 55th minutes.

The HCABSCE will move on
to tackle the Antigua and Barbu-
da College of Advanced Studies
(ABCAS) for the title in the final
at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadi-
um on Friday, January 16.




Sports

,}!!‘1@
PO }m R

TRUSTED NEWS AND RESPECT

)
sl 1l
(@)
HED

<
m

Edwards continues to lead Leewards in CWI women'’s tournaments

Antiguan Amanda Edwards will
continue to lead the Leeward Islands
Stormers during the 2026 Cricket
West Indies (CWI) Women’s T20
Blaze and CG United Super50 Cup in
St. Vincent and the Grenadines from
January 13 to 31.

Edwards remains at the helm of the
Leeward Islands’ 14-member squad
that has made three changes to the
team that participated in the 2025 T20
Blaze, which was also held in St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines from May 1
to 11.

The inclusion of three newcomers is
the only change that has been made to
the composition of the squad for this
year’s T20 Blaze, which will be held
at Arnos Vale playing field from Janu-
ary 13 to 23. They are Aaliya Weekes,
Katherine Bean-Rosario, and Jess St.
John on Antigua.

Nevisian Saneldo Willett has been
omitted from the squad. Willet was a
member of the Leeward Islands team
that contested the 2024 Cricket West
Indies (CWI) CG United Women’s
Super50 Cup and T20 Blaze regional
competitions that were both held in
St. Kitts.

Melicia Clarke and Divya Saxena
are the other two players that have not
regained selection on the Leewards
for the competitions, which will re-
turn to a dual format.

Edwards is one of six Antiguans who
have been selected in the Leeward Is-
lands’ 14-member squad to compete
in the 20-over contest against the
other five regional territorial teams,
including defending champions Guy-
ana.

The other Antiguans selected are
all-rounder Shawnisha Hector, Tonya

ward Islands --
competing in
a round-robin
format in the
preliminary
stage.

All the
matches will
be played at
Arnos Vale
Ground. The
tournament
will bowl off
with the open-
ing round of
matches on
Tuesday.

The  Wind-
ward Islands
will face Guy-
ana at 9:30
am; Jamaica
will meet the
Leeward Is-
lands at 2:30
pm, and Trin-

. Amanda Edwards
Martin, Chey-Anne Moses, and Kim-

berley Anthony.

Last year, the 2025 regional T20
Blaze was held separately from the
Women’s Super50 Cup. This year’s
T20 Blaze will bowl off in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 13. The Women’s Super50 Cup
will follow from January 27 to 31.

The tournament represents the pinna-
cle of women’s domestic T20 cricket
in the Caribbean and will feature the
region’s finest talent.

The competition will feature six re-
gional teams -- Barbados, Guyana,
Jamaica, the Leeward Islands, Trini-
dad & Tobago, and hosts the Wind-

idad and To-

bago will clash

with Barbados at 7 pm. The top two

teams after the preliminary stage will
advance to the final on January 23.

All matches will be broadcast live
on the Windies Cricket YouTube
channel, while a live scorecard will
be available on the Windies Cricket
official website.

Leeward Islands Squad: Amanda
Edwards (captain), Jahzara Claxton
(vice-captain), Qiana Joseph, Re-
niece Boyce, Kayzg Boyles, Aaliya
Weekes, Katherine Bean-Rosario,
Jess St. John, Rozel Liburd, Shawn-
isha Hector, Tonya Martin, Chey-
Anne Moses, Kimberley Anthony,
and Davronique Maynard.
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