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Sen. Kiz Johnson 
lays out her plans

Story on page 2

Senator Kiz Johnson (left) and Governor General Sir Rodney Williams (right) moments after she was sworn 
in as a government senator on Friday
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The newly appointed Sena-
tor Kiz Johnson, who is also 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Labour Party’s caretaker in 
the St. Phillip’s South con-
stituency, says her focus 
for the constituency will 
be education, youth devel-
opment, women’s empow-
erment and infrastructural 
development.
Senator Johnson was sworn 
in as the newest government 
senator at a ceremony held 
at Government House on 
Friday afternoon. This hap-
pened just hours after she 
won the primary held in the 
constituency to select a can-
didate for the ABLP for the 
next general elections.
“I am thrilled to be back in 
the Senate where I served 
for over two years as the In-
dependent Senator appoint-
ed by the Governor General, 
Sir Rodney Williams. Now 
that I am back, and sitting on 
the government’s side, the 
people of Antigua and Bar-
buda can expect the same 
level of discourse that I pre-
sented during my tenure as 
the Independent Candidate. 

My presentations will be 
well-researched as I join my 
team of government sena-
tors in contributing to a high 
level of debate in the Upper 
House,” she declared.
Turning to her plans for the 
constituency, Senator John-
son said she is a strong be-
liever in the power of educa-
tion and that she is happy to 
see that in the People-Cen-
tred National Budget for 
2026, the prime minister 
laid out a comprehensive 
plan to take education to the 
next level.
“I certainly support the 
prime minister’s push for 
education, including a waiv-
er of fees for CXC starting 
from the next academic 
year and tuition free studies 
at tertiary level studies for 
some students.
“Additionally, I want 
to ensure that I pursue 
youth-centred initiatives in 
the constituency to advance 
to development of our youth 
population. These include 
among other things, sup-
porting sporting clubs and 
the rehabilitation of sport-

ing facilities in the constit-
uency,” she indicated.
As a young woman entering 
elective politics, Senator 
Johnson said she has to be 

a role model for young girls 
and women and her plans 
include pursuing opportuni-
ties to empower women not 
only in the St. Phillip South 

Sen. Kiz Johnson lays out her plans
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constituency, but through-
out Antigua and Barbuda.
Another area of concern for 
the senator is the notion of 

fostering a stronger commu-
nity spirit in the area. She 
stated that she is proud to be 
from the Freetown commu-
nity and that it is her desire 

to see a return or strength-
ening of that spirit of cama-
raderie among the people 
of Freetown, St. Phillips, 
Bethesda, Lion Hill and the 
other areas comprising the 
constituency. 
She noted that two of the 

defeated candidates in 
Thursday’s primary have al-
ready signaled their support 
for her candidacy and they 
have pledged to rally their 
supporters behind her.
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More developments are 

coming to Barbuda in the 
new year including both 
public sector and private 
sector investments in infra-
structure and tourism.
This was outlined on 

Thursday by Prime Minis-
ter Gaston Browne when 
he delivered the 2026 Na-
tional Budget to the Antigua 
and Barbuda parliament. 
The budget is entitled; The 
People-Centred Growth and 
Development Budget.
The prime minister an-

nounced that one of the de-
velopments that is coming 
to Barbuda is the $300 mil-
lion MurBee development 
which is expected to be-
gin construction in the first 
half of 2026. He added that 
Nobu has already invested 
US$70 million, with anoth-
er US$40 million commit-
ted for 2026. This is in ad-
dition to the developments 
taking place as part of the 
PLH Development.

“Mr. Speaker, the Barbuda 
Ocean Club (PLH Devel-
opment) remains central to 
national growth and devel-
opment. In 2026 alone, PLH 
will generate more than 
US$100 million in direct 
expenditure and support 800 
jobs, over 80 per cent held 
by Barbudans. ABST rev-

enue to the Barbuda Coun-
cil now exceeds $5 million 
yearly and growing. 
“With the opening of the 

Burton-Nibbs International 
Airport, tourism on Barbu-
da has surged: more than 
200 international flights ar-
rived in 2025, and over 300 

are expected in 2026,” PM 
Browne revealed.
He announced that Bar-

buda will benefit with a 
planned $50 million road 
project, a new $14 million 
cargo and tourism port, a 
primary school funded by 
the Dominican Republic, 
and continued expansion of 
the Burton–Nibbs Interna-
tional Airport. 
These investments, he ex-

plained, are structured to 
empower local contractors 
and strengthen the island’s 
long-term development.
Additionally, Barbuda will 

share in another housing de-
velopment project that will 
be funded by the Chinese 
government. According to 
PM Browne, the Chinese 
government has agreed 
to fund 100 condomini-
um-style homes in Antigua 
and Barbuda; 50 have been 
earmarked for Barbuda and 
the other 50 for Bolans.

PM Browne: Barbuda is a major part of our planning for 2026

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne 
has reaffirmed his government’s 
commitment to gender equality and 
empowerment through a series of 
strategic appointments to top dip-
lomatic and legislative positions. 
The new appointments reflect a 
deliberate effort to strengthen rep-
resentation, harness legal and for-
eign-service expertise, and draw on 
the unique talents women bring to 
national and international service.
Among the new appointments:
MarieLouise Francis  has been 

named  Senior Trade, Investment 
and Diaspora Officer at the Consul-
ate General of Antigua and Barbuda 
in Miami, Florida, with government 
intentions to appoint her as Consul 
General within the New Year. Ms. 
Francis is an attorney-at-law who 
has practiced in the United States.
Zeina Hechme  has been appoint-

ed Vice Consul at the Antigua and 
Barbuda Consulate General in To-

ronto, Canada. Ms. Hechme brings 
over nine years of experience in the 
Foreign Service as a senior Foreign 
Service officer.
Kiz L. K. Johnson, former Inde-

pendent Senator and recently elect-
ed Antigua and Barbuda Labour 
Party candidate for St. Philip’s 
South constituency, will now be 
appointed to the Senate on the gov-
ernment’s benches, strengthening 
female representation in national 
governance.
These appointments come within a 

broader context of the Prime Min-
ister Browne Administration’s ded-
ication to advancing women into 
leadership roles. In recent address-
es, Prime Minister Browne has 
called for greater female political 
participation and underscored the 
need for balanced gender represen-
tation in public office.
Globally, increased representation 

of women in diplomacy and foreign 

policy enhances decision-making, 
strengthens peace-building efforts, 
and brings diverse perspectives to 
international relations.  By making 
these appointments, Antigua and 
Barbuda join a growing number of 
nations proactively promoting gen-
der parity in diplomacy and gover-
nance.
Prime Minister Browne and his 

Cabinet believe these appointments 
mark an important step toward 
transforming the promise of gen-
der equity into concrete action. The 
Government remains committed to 
empowering women, nurturing tal-
ent, and ensuring that leadership re-
flects the full diversity of Antiguan 
and Barbudan society. As noted 
in recent national statements, the 
Government sees gender equality 
not only as a matter of justice but 
as essential to sustainable develop-
ment—and vital for strengthening 
institutions and national resilience. 

Antigua and Barbuda Government Elevates Women to Key 
Diplomatic and Political Posts

MarieLouise Francis Zeina Hechme Kiz L. K. Johnson
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A two-week workshop on 
security and other issues 
for those individuals who 
are involved in planning 
all aspects of the upcom-
ing Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) opens today at 
the headquarters of the An-
tigua and Barbuda Defence 
Force at Camp Blizzard.
Captain Travis Pennyfeath-

er, who is assisting with co-
ordinating the training, said 
more than forty persons are 
expected to attend the train-
ing which will focus on op-
erational planning.
“The training will empha-

sise how each sub-commit-
tee involved with the plan-
ning and implementation of 
those plans interface with 
each other and the role of 
security in all of this. Es-
sentially, we want to en-
sure that security is central 

to all planning in every as-
pect of the preparations for 
CHOGM,” he declared.
He noted that security will 

be a top priority for all those 
delegates who intend to 
travel to Antigua and Barbu-
da for CHOGM and this will 
be a main factor on whether 
or not they attend. “Nobody 
will come to Antigua and 
Barbuda unless they are re-
assured that in coming here 
that they will be safe,” Capt. 
Pennyfeather stated.
Against this background, 

the security apparatus of the 
country is taking the pro-
active steps to ensure that 
from the outset, everyone 
thinks security as part of 
their overall planning.
The ABDF is serving as 

coordinators of the event, 
but the actual training will 
be conducted by a team of 
experts from Canada.

Training for those involved in CHOGM planning starts today

Captain Travis Pennyfeather

B R E A T H T A K I N G  V I E W SB R E A T H T A K I N G  V I E W S

E N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E SE N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E S

Adventure on a guided aerial tour or charter to your next destination in style. Proudly operating the 
state-of-the-art Airbus EC130, CalvinAir’s flights combine safety, comfort and the highest calibre of service.
So soar around Montserrat’s volcano, have lunch in St. Barths, or a picnic in Barbuda. The sky is no longer the limit.

For tours or charters call 268.789.HELI or visit calvinair.com.
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Top travel advisors from Antigua 
and Barbuda main source markets 
for tourism – the United States, 
Canada, the UK and Europe and 
the Caribbean – were celebrated at 
a ‘black-tie’ gala and presentation 
ceremony held at Sandals Grande 
Resort on Friday night.
In attendance to say ‘thank you’ 
to the 70-plus travel advisors were 
senior officials of government, in-
cluding the Governor General, Sir 
Rodney and Lady Williams and 

senior representatives from the 
Ministry of Tourism, the Antigua 
and Barbuda Tourism Authority 
(ABTA) and the Antigua and Bar-
buda Hotels and Tourism Associa-
tion (ABHTA).
The occasion was the 2nd annual 
Black Pineapple Awards, hosted 
jointly by the Ministry of Tourism 
and the ABTA.
Director of Policy and Planning, 
St. Clair Soleyn, who spoke on be-

half of Tourism Minister Charles 
Max Fernandez, who was un-
avoidably absent, underscored the 
significance of naming the awards, 
the Black Pineapple Awards. 
“As you know, the black pineapple 
is more than a fruit. It is a sym-
bol of our heritage, our hospitali-
ty, and the unique authenticity of 
Antigua and Barbuda. This Awards 
Gala takes its name from a nation-
al treasure—something nurtured 
with care, shaped by our environ-

Tourism industry toasts top travel advisors in ‘black-tie’ affair
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ment, and renowned throughout 

the world for its exceptional qual-
ity. And so, it is fitting that we use 
this symbol to honour those whose 
work embodies the same spirit of 
distinction,” he explained.
Soleyn noted that tourism remains 
one of the world’s most dynamic 
forces for development—creating 
jobs, building bridges between cul-
tures, and opening opportunities 
that transform communities.
“Here in Antigua and Barbuda, we 
see this every day. Our twin-is-
land nation continues to rise as a 
premier destination, driven by the 
strength of our partnerships: with 
airlines and cruise lines, with travel 
advisors and digital creators, with 
investors, innovators, and indus-
try champions like the awardees in 
this room,” he remarked.
For Chief Executive Officer of the 
ABTA, Colin C. James, the eve-
ning’s festivities centred on one 
word – that is gratitude. He noted 

that tourism was not just an eco-

nomic pillar, as it represented the 
heartbeat of the people, the com-
munities and the dreams of the fu-
ture.
“When you champion this coun-
try’s tourism and send visitors 
to our shores, do you know what 
you’re actually doing? You’re 
championing our culture, our ex-

periences, and our hospitality. In 

doing so you help support families, 
empower small businesses, and 
uplift an entire country,” James 
stated. 
He told the travel advisors that 
their work doesn’t just bring trav-
ellers to Antigua and Barbuda, it 
brings opportunity, it brings hope 
and it brings progress.
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The Central Youth for La-
bour (CYFL), the youth 
arm of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Labour Party, proudly 
commends Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne and the 
Government of Antigua 
and Barbuda for delivering 
a truly people-centred 2026 
Budget, one that places ed-
ucation at the heart of na-
tional development.
The United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goal 
4 calls for “inclusive and 
equitable quality education 
and lifelong learning op-
portunities for all.” Some 
may say it is by coincidence 
that this Budget aligns so 
closely with that mandate. 
But the CYFL knows bet-
ter. This is not by chance; it 
is a direct manifestation of 
Prime Minister Browne’s 
long-standing vision for the 
people of Antigua and Bar-
buda.
With $220.1 million al-
located to the Ministry of 
Education, Sports and Cre-
ative Industries, the largest 
allocation of any ministry, 
his Budget confirms that 
education is not only a 
priority, but a central pil-
lar of the Government’s 
agenda for “People-Cen-
tred Growth and Develop-
ment.” Education is, and 
has always been, a catalyst 
for social mobility, empow-
erment, and national prog-
ress.
The results of this commit-

ment are already visible. 
The University of the West 
Indies Five Islands Campus 
has expanded from 173 stu-
dents in 2019 to 1,403 in 
2025, demonstrating the in-
creasing demand for acces-
sible, high-quality tertiary 
education at home. Every 
year, more young people 
excel academically, earn-
ing 18, 20, even 23 CSEC 
subjects. Yet the reality re-
mains that many families 
struggle to meet the rising 
cost of educational ad-
vancement.
This is why the CYFL wel-
comes, with great enthusi-
asm, the Prime Minister’s 
landmark announcements:
Effective 2026, all students 
at the Antigua & Barbu-
da College of Continuing 
Studies (ABCAS) will en-
joy tuition-free study.
The Government will cover 
all CXC exam fees for stu-
dents nationwide.
A tuition-free programme 

at UWI Five Islands will 
be introduced for eligible 
citizens, to take effect upon 
completion of the campus 
expansion.
These measures underscore 
the Government’s respon-
siveness, the willingness 
to listen, act, and remove 
barriers that stand between 
young people and their 
dreams.
In addition, the CYFL 
applauds the significant 
transformation underway 
at UWI Five Islands. The 
introduction of new pro-
grammes; including a BSc 
in Software Engineering, 
a Bachelor of Laws, and a 
Food and Agriculture Pro-
gramme, positions Antigua 
and Barbuda as an emerg-
ing hub for regional higher 
education. Combined with 
a $200 million campus 
expansion, featuring new 
laboratories, classrooms, 
a modern gym, a sporting 
complex, a multipurpose 

auditorium, and expanded 
student housing, our nation 
is poised to attract students 
from across the Caribbean 
and beyond.
Importantly, the Budget’s 
focus on education extends 
beyond tertiary learning. 
The CYFL celebrates the 
Government’s investment 
in the next generation 
through the construction 
of the new Five Islands 
Primary School, scheduled 
for completion in January 
2027. This initiative pro-
vides modern, inclusive 
learning spaces for young 
children in surrounding 
communities, and stands 
as a testament to the Gov-
ernment’s holistic approach 
to education, from early 
childhood to university.
As Prime Minister Browne 
eloquently stated: “Our 
mission is unwavering: 
to provide easy access to 
post-secondary and univer-
sity education; to equip the 
next generation with the 
skills, confidence, and cre-
ativity to shape the Antigua 
and Barbuda of tomorrow.”
For this vision, and the con-
crete policies driving it for-
ward, the Central Youth for 
Labour offers the highest 
commendation. We encour-
age citizens at home and 
across the diaspora to seize 
these opportunities and 
continue building a bright-
er future for our beloved 
nation.

Central Youth for Labour Praises People-Centred Budget 
with Strong Focus on Education
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A newly formed partnership between 
The Blue Dragonfly Foundation and 
The Diocese of St. John’s-Basseterre 
ushers in an era of empowerment at 
The Mount Tabor Retreat in the heart 
of Antigua’s rainforest.

As part of its commitment to this 
project, the Halo Foundation  pre-
sented The Blue Dragonfly Founda-
tion with a cheque for $10,000. This 
contribution will be used to purchase 
a vital piece of assistive technolo-
gy equipment, an Interactive White 
Board, helping to drive the program 
forward and ensure its continued suc-
cess and impact. 

The Interactive White Board is a 
large, touch-sensitive screen that 
turns digital content into an engaging, 
multi-sensory experience. Its features 
can be customized to support diverse 
learning needs, helping students with 
disabilities access information, stay 
engaged, and express themselves 
through tools like text-to-speech, en-
larged visuals, alternative input meth-
ods and handwriting-to-text conver-
sion, promoting inclusion and better 
performance for those with learning 
disabilities, visual/hearing impair-
ments, and fine motor challenges. 

The Mount Tabor Retreat, with its 
breathtaking panoramic views and 
tranquil atmosphere, promises to be a 
life-changing environment for those 
who often experience heightened 
anxiety due to sensory processing 
challenges. Building on this trans-
formative setting, The Blue Drag-
onfly Foundation has announced the 
development of an on-site restaurant 
and hydroponic farm at the retreat, 

designed to offer farm-to-table din-
ing while providing autistic teens and 
young adults with hands-on training 
and valuable work experience. This 
initiative aims to open doors to em-
ployment opportunities that may 
otherwise be inaccessible to many 
individuals with autism and develop-
mental disabilities.

In addition to the restaurant and farm, 
the retreat will feature an on-site 
classroom and a dedicated sensory 
room. These spaces will be essential 
for delivering sensory therapies and 
specialized learning programs, with 
a focus on fostering communication 
skills for those who are non-verbal 
or face challenges in effective com-
munication. By providing tailored 
resources and support, The Blue 
Dragonfly Foundation is empower-
ing participants to reach their fullest 
potential in a nurturing, inclusive en-

vironment.

The Halo Foundation stands firmly 
behind The Blue Dragonfly Founda-
tion’s commitment to fostering em-
powerment, acceptance, and holis-
tic wellbeing. This project marks an 
important milestone for Antigua and 
Barbuda, setting a high standard for 
inclusive care and innovation.

“We believe that every person de-
serves the opportunity to reach their 
full potential,” stated Lady Williams, 
President and Founder of The Halo 
Foundation. “The Blue Dragonfly 
Foundation’s vision aligns perfectly 
with our commitment to inclusion, 
compassion, and transformative 
change. We are thrilled to see this 
initiative unfold in such an inspiring 
natural setting, and we commend all 
partners for their dedication and for-
ward-thinking approach.”

The Halo Foundation donates to The Blue Dragonfly 
Foundation’s Transformative Initiative
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Antigua and Barbuda has agreed to 
send a representative to the BTA 8th 
Annual Miss International Elegant 
Mothers Pageant 2026 taking place 
in St Maarten/St Martin next year.
Charity Henry, the mother of two 

beautiful girls, and a former Miss 
Labour Queen Pageant winner, has 
been selected to be Antigua and Bar-
buda’s representative at the pageant 
slated for March 14 next year. Henry 
describes herself as a woman driven 
by purpose, passion, and possibility. 
Her life’s mission extends far beyond 
her own dreams.
According to her bio...she strives 

to stand as a powerful example of 
strength, grace, and ambition for 
young girls everywhere. Charity be-
lieves deeply that every child, no 

matter their circumstances, deserves 
to see their own potential and feel 
empowered to pursue excellence.
Charity is a former Head Girl of the 

All Saints Secondary School. Even 
from an early age, her leadership, 
determination, and creative spirit set 
her apart.
A true multi-talent, Charity stepped 

into the beauty industry at just 13 
years old, beginning a journey that 
has grown into more than a decade 
of artistry, entrepreneurship, and in-
novation. Today, she is not only ex-
panding her makeup brand, both in 
services and cosmetics, but is also 
known across the Caribbean for her 

carnival makeup, traveling to region-
al carnivals to transform revelers 
with her signature style.
Her love for beauty is matched by 

her passion for pageantry. Chari-
ty proudly earned the title of Miss 
Teenage 2017, representing the All 
Saints Secondary School, and later 
went on to be crowned Miss Labour 
Queen 2022, representing the Prime 
Minister, Gaston Browne, and the St. 
John’s City West constituency.
Currently, she serves as the make-

up artist for Fenty Beauty at Lipstick 
Antigua, while continuing to thrive 
as a respected professional makeup 
artist and brand developer.

Antigua and Barbuda selects a representative for next year’s 
Miss International Elegant Mothers Pageant

Charity Henry
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The Ottos Comprehensive School 
(OCS) beamed with pride to celebrate 
the accomplishments of one of its 
brightest star Axleigh A. D. Akez, who 
graduated as the top CSEC student of 
this year’s class. She sat and passed all 
nine (9) CSEC subjects with flying co-
lours in one sitting.
Akez is mostly an ‘A’ student, who 

is driven by her scholarly abilities to 
strive for excellence in all she does. 
She was awarded the badge of Pre-
fect and maintained high academics 
throughout her tenure in school. 
Axleigh was awarded the Salutatori-

an, an honour bestowed on a student 
whose “Academics” out shun her 
peers in the entire graduating class of 
2025, as she walked away with a host of trophies, gifts, and monetary awards 

for her outstanding achievements in all 
subject areas for the CSEC Examina-
tions. 
Congratulations are in order to a beau-

tiful, intelligent, and dedicated young 
lady, who has proven that her aspira-
tions are to soar to the top, and she has 
already matriculated as a freshman in 
Business Studies at the newly formed 
Antigua and Barbuda College of Ad-
vanced Studies (ABCAS).
Axleigh hails from Tindale Road 

in Ottos to proud parents Dr. Desrie 
Marisa Southwell, Asc, BBA, MBA, 
DBA, and Makinya A. Akez of Willik-
ies Village who is also a proud gradu-
ate with an Associate Degree from the 
Antigua State College’s Engineering 
Department.

A community celebrates Axleigh A. D. Akez

The family of Keion Li-
burd extends warm con-
gratulations to him for his 
remarkable achievements 
of graduating from one of 
the most prestigious uni-
versities in Georgia. 
Liburd started from hum-

ble beginnings as the only 
child for his mother Jell 
Webson, and his father 
Robert ‘Bobby’ Liburd. 
He was raised in the Gold-
en Grove (new extension) 
Village. His grandmother 
is Sybil ‘Edna’ Parker.
 After graduating with 

honours from the Adven-
tist Primary School he 
was awarded a scholar-
ship to attend the Island 
Academy, where he also 

excelled in all his subjects 
and was an honourable 

graduate. 
His good academics 

earned him a scholarship 
to the Georgia Southern 
University in the United 
States of America, where 
he later graduated with a 
Degree in Pharmaceutical 
Studies. Liburd honoured 
the nation of Antigua and 
Barbuda on his gradua-
tion day earlier this year, 
by proudly wearing his 
stash featuring the beauti-
ful flag, a true symbol of 
his national pride.
Liburd, your family and 

friends are extremely 
proud of your accom-
plishments, and they pray 
you would continue to 
soar like an eagle, and ex-
cel in all your future en-
deavours.  

Congratulations to Keion Liburd
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V.C Bird Day Celebration Church Service
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By Aneka Lee 
Just days following the historic elec-

tion result coming out of Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia fol-
lowed with a landmark victory of its 
own. On December 1st, 2025, Saint 
Lucian voters sent a message that could 
not be mistaken or softened. They 
communicated an emphatic reaffirma-
tion of confidence in the Saint Lucia 
Labour Party led by Philip J. Pierre. 
The SLP was handed a strengthened 
second term, successfully attaining 14 
of their 15 contested seats, reducing 
the United Workers Party to a solitary 
seat held by former Prime Minister Al-
len Chastanet. 
This was no run of the mill re-election. 

It shattered nearly a quarter-century of 
political volatility defined by one-term 
governments, a first since 2001 under 
the leadership of Dr. Kenny Anthony. 
The SLP didn’t just survive the incum-
bency curse, they conquered it. Their 
expanded majority and more than 5% 
increase in the popularity vote mark 
one of the most decisive victories in 
modern Saint Lucian politics, trans-
forming what was already a lead into a 
near-total political sweep. A feat once 
unheard-of making this result expo-

nentially more significant.
The UWP by contrast has suffered 

its worst performance in decades. 
Reduced to a single seat, the party 
matched the lowest ever seat count 
attained in a general Elections held in 
Saint Lucia. An ignominious record 
belonging solely to the UWP. This out-
come raised the unavoidable question 
as to whether UWP, as currently con-
stituted, can serve as a serious alterna-
tive to the SLP.
If election campaigns are a form of 

political storytelling, then the manifes-
to covers of both major parties offered 
striking narrative clues long before 
voters headed to the polls. The imag-
ery communicated a foreshadowing of 
the would-be results. 

The Saint Lucia Labour Party’s man-
ifesto cover featured a collage of the 
entire slate of candidates presented as 
a unified team alongside everyday cit-
izens. This visual messaging reinforc-
es the party’s core campaign theme 
and aptly titled manifesto “Moving 
Forward Together”. It communicated 
teamwork, shared responsibility, and 
citizen-centric governance.
In stark contrast, the UWP’s manifes-

to showcased only one figure: Former 
Prime Minister, Allen Chastanet. In 
what might have been an attempt to 
leverage his national profile instead 
came to symbolize the narrowing 
identity of the party and, as the results 
suggest, the narrowing of its electoral 
appeal. In what feels like poetic, yet 

Feature
SLP Secures Historic Second Term in 
a Manifesto Foreshadowing Success
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prophetic, imagery becoming reality, 
Allen Chastanet did emerge as the sole 
elected UWP member. The party’s 
campaign branding, whether inten-
tional or not, perfectly foreshadowed 
its final standing: one man, one seat.
The UWP was dealt a momentous 

blow heading into this election cycle. 
The internal party dissention was put 
on full display when two former UWP 
candidates contested their respective 
constituencies as independent candi-
dates after parting ways with the party. 
In a move that can only be described 
as masterfully strategic, the SLP opted 
not to field candidates in those constit-
uencies. In what one can reasonably 
assume was an effort to avoid a split 
vote and allow the independents to 
siphon support away from an already 
weakened UWP. These independent 
bids, while successful at the polls, 
did not pose a major challenge to the 
SLP’s dominance elsewhere, they con-
vincingly illustrated the fragmentation 
within the UWP and may have con-
tributed to the opposition’s perceived 
enfeebled island-wide momentum.

The results of this election have sig-
nificant implications for governance 
in Saint Lucia. With 14 of 17 seats in 
the House of Assembly, the SLP now 
wields one of the strongest mandates 
in recent history. This win offers both 
an opportunity and a challenge. It 
ushers in a rare moment of political 
stability, enabling the administration 
to advance existing policies, pursue 
long-term initiatives, and maintain 
a semblance of institutional stability 
without the typical fear of immediate 
electoral backlash. It also potentially 
marks the beginning of a new era in 
which Saint Lucian politics evolves 
past episodic cycles of upheaval and 
turnover, embracing continuity and 
strategic governance.
However, given the unmistakable 

mandate placed upon the SLP by the 
public, expectations will inevitably 
soar, with citizens closely monitoring 
the administration’s performance on 
key issues, including economic stabil-
ity, crime management, public service 
delivery, and transparency particular-
ly in sensitive areas of contention. A 
landslide victory eliminates excuses, 

not accountability.
For the UWP, the path ahead may 

be uncertain and unforgiving but the 
outcome necessitates a period of in-
trospection. The party must decide 
whether to overhaul the current vision, 
rebuild around a broader bench to in-
clude greater succession planning, or 
risk continuing decline.
Regionally, the vote may be seen as 

part of a broader recalibration across 
the Caribbean; what we have long un-
derstood about our politics has been 
contradicted by the outcomes of the 
past two elections. Whether nations are 
shedding long-standing governments 
or, as in Saint Lucia’s case, choosing 
continuity, the results have been espe-
cially noteworthy. As a regional poli-
tics enthusiast, watching history un-
fold back-to-back in real time has been 
exhilarating. Whether these trends en-
dure is a story for future elections but 
for now, the Caribbean political land-
scape has never been more dynamic, 
more fascinating, or more hopeful for 
those who have a vested interest in the 
region’s future.

Feature
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Day Fourteen rises like drumbeats 
from the village yard — calling men 
forward, calling boys into purpose. 
Today we speak of allies — men who 
choose courage over cruelty, presence 
over silence, partnership over pow-
er. And we ask: What makes a man 
mighty? Is it fists clenched tight, or 
hands reaching out? Is it never bend-
ing — or knowing when to bow to 
peace? The United Nations reminds us 
plainly: change grows when men step 
forward to challenge harmful norms. 
UNESCO adds that education is where 
respect is built and emotional skills are 
born. So let us teach boys not merely 
to be strong — but to be kind.
Too often, boys hear, “Be tough.” 

They learn to mask the tears. They 
pack their fears inside their fists 
and wear emotional armour for years. 
When feelings find no voice, anger 
fills the space. When pressure finds no 
outlet, violence shows its face. But true 
Caribbean men carry gentler might — 
they guide, protect, mentor, and listen. 
Fathers teaching sons not by shouting 
but showing. Coaches shaping charac-
ter before athletes. Youth leaders en-
couraging expression without shame. 
Faith communities modeling compas-
sion instead of condemnation.

Yet we must ask: Are we creating 
enough spaces for boys to unlearn 
harmful patterns? Are male lead-
ers brave enough to discuss consent 
openly? Are emotions treated as hu-
man — not forbidden? The UN Secre-
tary-General speaks truth: “Men must 
hold one another accountable.” Ac-
countability doesn’t punish — it up-
lifts. It’s a brother saying, “That joke 
isn’t okay.” It’s a friend checking rage 
instead of cheering it. It’s a cowork-
er intervening when disrespect tries to 
pass unnoticed. Accountability builds 
courage. Courage builds trust. And 
trust builds peace.
Education must light the way. UN-

ESCO shows that schools nurturing 
emotional literacy and gender respect 
reduce long-term violence risks. Teach 
boys to listen before leading. Teach 
them that “no” needs no explanation. 
Teach them that caring is cool. But 
education leaves the classroom and 
follows the beat of our culture. Songs, 
social media, sports fields — all echo 
definitions of manhood. Do our lyr-
ics lift women — or wound them? Do 
our jokes teach respect — or tolerate 
harm? Do our heroes show empathy 
— or entitlement?
Real strength doesn’t shout. It shel-

ters. Real courage doesn’t control. 
It connects. Real manhood does not 
dominate — it dignifies. In Antigua 
and Barbuda, when men rise as allies, 
families grow safer. Girls walk with 
less fear. Boys breathe with less pres-
sure. Communities thrive with more 
harmony. Imagine our islands alive 
with men teaching boys peaceful pow-
er — power to protect, to speak gentle 
truths, and to choose partnership over 
pride. That is masculinity’s evolution 
— and our nation’s salvation.
Day Fourteen reminds us: Peace is 

taught by men who model it. Safety 
is secured by men who defend dig-
nity. Equality is built by men who 
walk beside women. So Caribbean 
brothers — rise as allies, not rulers. 
Rise as mentors, not masters. Rise in 
strength — the kind that heals.

Joshuanette Francis
Founder and President, Good Hu-

mans 268 Inc.
Mobile: +1 (268) 789 GOOD (4663)
Website: https://goodhumans268.org/
Tel 268 727 2120 or 268 463 5674

Orange Fire, Orange Frame, Orange Strength, Orange Rhymes.
Sixteen Days, One Phrase: Protect Her All Ways. 

Day fourteen  — December 8th : Real Strength Knows Peace
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BVI Government Communications Director Karia 

Christopher dies suddenly

Karia Christopher, Director 
of Communications in the 
British Virgin Islands Pre-
mier’s Office, died sudden-
ly on Friday, December 5. 
She was found at her home, 
though officials have not 
yet released details on the 
circumstances surrounding 
her passing.
Christopher had reportedly 
been battling an illness, but 
the nature of her condition 
and the events leading up to 
her death remain unclear.
A widely respected and 
longtime public servant, 
Christopher held several se-
nior roles across the Virgin 
Islands government. Her 
previous positions included 
Director of Trade, Invest-
ment Promotion and Con-
sumer Affairs; Sister Islands 
Programme Coordinator; 
and Chief Administrative 
Officer at the Telecommu-
nications Regulatory Com-
mission.
Premier Dr. Natalio D. 
Wheatley issued a statement 
expressing shock and deep 
sadness at her sudden pass-
ing.
“The government of the 
Virgin Islands is deeply 
shocked and saddened to 

learn of the overnight pass-
ing of Karia Christopher, 
our Director of Communi-
cations. Ms. Christopher 
was a highly respected and 
accomplished communi-
cation specialist, a trusted 
and valued colleague and a 
strong contributor to the ef-
fective delivery of the gov-
ernment’s communications 
agenda,” he said.
“She will be terribly missed 
by all of us both profession-
ally and personally. Her 
warmth, integrity and pos-
itive energy would always 
shine through, regardless of 
the situation.”
Uber Free Rides 728x90
The Premier extended con-
dolences to her husband, 
Rory; her two children, 
Hunter and Dakota; her 
mother, Delrice; and her ex-
tended family and friends.
The government is in close 
contact with the Christopher 
family and is offering sup-
port as they navigate “this 
profound loss of their be-
loved wife, mother, daugh-
ter and family member,” the 
statement said.
“May her soul rest in eternal 
peace,” the Premier added.
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Regional News
Pierre sworn in for second term as St. Lucia’s Prime Minister
Phillip Joseph Pierre was sworn in on 

Friday as St. Lucia’s 12th prime min-
ister since the island gained indepen-
dence from Britain in 1979, pledging 
to continue the policies of his previous 
administration that resonated with the 
majority of voters in Monday’s gener-
al election.
“I am excited and optimistic about the 

future of St. Lucia. I pledge to do my 
best for the development of my coun-
try. It is with humility and honour that 
I accept the mantle of Prime Minister 
for a second term,” Pierre said after be-
ing sworn in by Governor General Sir 
Errol Charles at the official residence 
on the Morne, overlooking Castries.
Prime ministers from Antigua and 

Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Gre-
nada, and St. Kitts-Nevis attended the 
ceremony, along with former St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines prime minis-
ter Dr. Ralph Gonsalves.
In his address, the 71-year-old Pierre 

— the ninth person to serve as head 
of government since independence — 
said he was happy to be speaking “in 
the right mood” after guiding the St. 
Lucia Labour Party (SLP) to a con-
vincing victory. The SLP secured 14 of 
the 17 seats in Parliament, while two 
seats went to independents who were 
part of Pierre’s first administration. 
The main opposition United Workers 
Party (UWP) will be represented only 
by Allen Chastanet, who on Friday an-
nounced his resignation as party lead-
er.
“I am overjoyed and grateful to the 

people of St. Lucia for electing the 
party that I have the honour to lead,” 
Pierre said, adding that “today marks a 
historic achievement for the St. Lucia 
Labour Party being the only party in 
St. Lucia to have won a second con-
secutive term in the last 20 years”.

He noted that the SLP had increased 
both its share of the popular vote and 
its parliamentary majority. Pierre said 
the electorate’s support signalled ap-
proval of his first-term policies, and 
he promised continued focus on the 
vulnerable and on measures to deter 
youth from joining gangs.
“WE cannot speak of preserving hu-

man dignity and a more equitable so-
ciety if we are not prepared to address 
the basic needs of the vulnerable and 
the differently abled so that everyone 
can have a dignified existence,” he 
said.
“In our new term, we will continue 

to target interventions to those most in 
need. We cannot develop a dual soci-
ety where any demographic is allowed 
to go adrift. I speak to the disenchant-
ment of our young males, who are dis-
engaged from the developmental pro-
cess.”
Pierre said his administration would 

allocate resources to support young 
men, stressing that “gang member-
ship and unlawful codes of behaviour 
should not be a desirable alternative 
for our young men. We call for zero 
tolerance towards all forms of deviant 
behaviour that is likely to destroy our 

society”.
Fresh Ride Bright Vibe - Digital Ad 

728x90 V1
The new Cabinet will be announced 

and sworn in next week. Pierre said his 
government will pursue new policies 
aimed at countering what he described 
as the “weight” of negativity affecting 
the country.
If we are not careful, we will pay a 

heavy price. My government will 
therefore do all it can to help reverse 
this trend of negativity,” he said, urg-
ing citizens not to normalise division 
and hate.
Pierre said the administration will 

have a mandate to deliver on its prom-
ises, including “an impactful public 
sector investment programme” featur-
ing upgrades to Hewanorra Interna-
tional Airport, improvements to water 
infrastructure, and investment in citi-
zen security.
On foreign policy, he said St. Lucia 

will continue active participation in 
the Organisation of Eastern Caribbe-
an States (OECS) and the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM), while up-
holding “the principle of sovereignty 
and peace in our region”.
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China’s navy hospital ship arrives in Jamaica to boost 

post-hurricane health dervices
Jamaica’s health sector 

has received a major boost 
following the arrival of the 
People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s advanced navy hos-
pital ship, the Silk Road 
Ark, which docked at the 
Montego Bay Freeport in 
St. James on Thursday, 
December 4.
The vessel will deliver 

outpatient care, diagnostic 
services, and elective sur-
geries, strengthening Ja-
maica’s national recovery 
efforts in the wake of Hur-
ricane Melissa.
Minister of Health and 

Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton, who 
toured the vessel with a 
Jamaican delegation, ex-
pressed appreciation for 
China’s swift support.
“We have, in the true spir-

it of friendship and cooper-
ation, [seen that] the peo-
ple and the Government of 
China have dispatched and 
have adjusted their sched-
ule to be here in Jamaica 
earlier than was originally 
planned,” he said.
Dr. Tufton described 

the Silk Road Ark as “ul-
tra-modern”, noting that 
“it is [the] newest [vessel] 
in [China’s] fleet of hospi-
tal ships, and its [presence 
is timely, given] the chal-
lenges we face”.
He highlighted that the 

vessel is staffed by more 

than 100 clinicians and 
support personnel and 
equipped with multiple op-
erating theatres, advanced 
diagnostic technology, 
and a wide range of med-
ical specialties. The team 
will perform elective pro-
cedures, including hernia 
repairs, and host outpatient 
clinics in Montego Bay, 
Kingston, and Falmouth in 
the coming days.
“This is a full-service 

hospital on the seas. It has 
300 beds… [so, accom-
modating] 600 patients a 
day would not be impos-
sible, based on their ca-
pacity and the personnel 
that they have,” Dr. Tufton 
explained, adding that the 
ship’s services will ease 
pressure on the national 
health system during the 
recovery period.
“The Chinese vessel and 

team are helping us to fill 
a gap… while we are… 
building back our system 

so that we can assume the 
arrangement. The benefits 
are many, and we will only 
be better for it,” he said.

China’s Ambassador to 
Jamaica, His Excellency 
Wang Jinfeng, offered con-
dolences to those affected 
by Hurricane Melissa and 
reaffirmed the strength of 
the bilateral partnership.
“As emphasised by Chi-

nese President, Xi Jinping, 
Jamaica is China’s strate-
gic partner, and our peo-
ples have deepened our 
friendship. The latest med-
ical ship… has brought 
the assistance of the Chi-
nese Government. They 
will provide humanitarian 
medical service for the Ja-
maican people,” he said.
Ambassador Wang noted 

that after its three-day stop 
in Montego Bay, the vessel 
will continue to Kingston 
and Falmouth, expressing 

confidence that Jamaica 
will “rebuild stronger and 
more resilient”.
Chief Medical Officer Dr. 

Jacquiline Bisasor-McK-
enzie said the support is 
especially timely, with 
several hospitals facing 
disruptions after Hurricane 
Melissa.
“This ship being here 

at this time [presents] an 
opportunity for us to get 
some of our elective sur-
gical cases done and some 
of our eye cases done,” she 
said.
She added that the extend-

ed mission will also aid 
Kingston-based hospitals, 
which have been manag-
ing increased patient loads 
due to self-referrals and 
transfers from the western 
region.
“We’re really hoping to 

take full advantage of this 
opportunity to get as much 
done as possible,” Dr. Bisa-
sor-McKenzie said, adding 
that Jamaican health offi-
cials look forward to future 
collaboration with China.
The Silk Road Ark contin-

ues China’s humanitarian 
outreach in the region and 
builds on years of cooper-
ation with Jamaica, includ-
ing medical missions and 
support provided during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Benin’s interior minister says a coup 
announced earlier has been foiled

COTONOU, Benin 
— A coup that was 
announced in Benin 
on Sunday has been 
“foiled,” the interior 
minister said in a video 
on Facebook.
“In the early morning 

of Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025, 
a small group of soldiers 
launched a mutiny with 
the aim of destabilizing 
the state and its institu-
tions,” Alassane Seidou 
said.
“Faced with this sit-

uation, the Beninese 
Armed Forces and their 
leadership, true to their 
oath, remained commit-
ted to the republic.”

Earlier, a group of sol-
diers had appeared on 
Benin ‘s state TV Sun-
day to announce the 
dissolution of the gov-
ernment in an apparent 
coup, the latest of many 
in West Africa.
The group, which 

called itself the Military 
Committee for Refoun-
dation, announced the 
removal of the presi-
dent and all state insti-
tutions. Lt. Col. Pascal 
Tigri has been appointed 
president of the military 
committee, the soldiers 
said.
Following its indepen-

dence from France in 

1960, the West African 
nation witnessed multi-
ple coups, especially in 
the decades following 
its independence. Since 
1991, the country has 
been politically stable 
following the two-de-
cade rule of Marxist-Le-
ninist Mathieu Kérékou.
There has been no of-

ficial news about Presi-
dent Patrice Talon since 
gunshots were heard 
around the presidential 
residence. The signal to 
state television and pub-
lic radio was cut off after 
the military announce-
ment.
Talon had been in pow-

er since 2016 and was 
due to step down next 
April after the presiden-
tial election.
Talon’s party pick, for-

mer Finance Minister 
Romuald Wadagni, was 
the favorite to win the 
election. Opposition 
candidate Renaud Ag-
bodjo was rejected by 
the electoral commis-
sion on the grounds that 
he did not have suffi-
cient sponsors.
In January, two asso-

ciates of Talon were 
sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for an alleged 
2024 coup plot.
Last month, the coun-

try’s legislature extend-
ed the presidential term 
of office from five to 
seven years, keeping the 
term limit at two.
The coup is the latest in 

a string of military take-
overs that have rocked 
West Africa. Last month, 
a military coup in Guin-
ea-Bissau removed for-
mer President Umaro 
Embalo after a contest-
ed election in which 
both he and the opposi-
tion candidate declared 
themselves winners.
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New US security strategy aligns with 
Russia’s vision, Moscow says

Russia has welcomed US 
President Donald Trump’s 
new National Security 
Strategy, calling it “largely 
consistent” with Moscow’s 
vision.
The 33-page document, 

unveiled by the US admin-
istration this week, suggests 
Europe is facing “civilisa-
tional erasure” and does not 
cast Russia as a threat to the 
US.
Combatting foreign influ-

ence, ending mass migra-
tion, and rejecting the EU’s 
perceived practice of “cen-
sorship” are mentioned as 
other priorities in the report.
Several EU officials and 

analysts had pushed back on 
the strategy, questioning its 
focus on freedom of expres-
sion and likening it to lan-
guage used by the Kremlin.
“The adjustments we’re 

seeing... are largely consis-
tent with our vision,” Krem-
lin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov said in an interview 
published by Russia’s state 
news agency Tass on Sun-
day.
“We consider this a posi-

tive step,” he said, adding 
that Moscow would contin-
ue to analyse the document 
before drawing strong con-
clusions.
The strategy adopts a soft-

er language towards Russia, 
which EU officials worry 
could weaken its stance to-
wards Moscow as it push-
es for an end to the war in 
Ukraine.

In the document, the EU 
is blamed for blocking US 
efforts to end the conflict 
and says that the US must 
“re-establish strategic sta-
bility to Russia” which 
would “stabilise European 
economies”.
It appears to endorse ef-

forts to influence policy on 
the continent, noting that 
US policy should prioritise 
“resistance to Europe’s cur-
rent trajectory within Euro-
pean nations”.
The new report also calls 

for the restoration of “West-
ern identity”, and claims 
that Europe will be “un-
recognisable in 20 years 
or less” and its economic 
issues are “eclipsed by the 
real and more stark prospect 
of civilisational erasure”.
“It is far from obvious 

whether certain European 
countries will have econo-
mies and militaries strong 
enough to remain reliable 
allies,” the document states.
In stark contrast, the doc-

ument celebrates the influ-
ence of “patriotic European 
parties” and says “America 

encourages its political al-
lies in Europe to promote 
this revival of spirit”.
As the EU engages in on-

going talks with the Trump 
administration to set out a 
peace deal in Ukraine, some 
officials emphasised their 
lasting relationship with the 
US, while raising “ques-
tions” over the document.
“The US will remain our 

most important ally in the 
[Nato] alliance. This alli-
ance, however, is focused 
on addressing security poli-
cy issues,” German Foreign 
Minister Johann Wadephul 
said on Friday.
“I believe questions of 

freedom of expression or 
the organisation of our free 
societies do not belong [in 
the strategy], in any case at 
least when it comes to Ger-
many.”
In a social media post ad-

dressed to his “American 
friends”, Polish Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk said that 
“Europe is your closest ally, 
not your problem” and not-
ed their “common enemies”.
“This is the only reason-

able strategy of our com-
mon security. Unless some-
thing has changed.”
Meanwhile, former Swed-

ish Prime Minister Carl 
Bildt wrote that the docu-
ment “places itself to the 
right of the extreme right”.
The Trump administration 

has fostered links with the 
far-right AfD party in Ger-
many, which has been clas-
sified as extreme right by 
German intelligence.
Promoting an “America 

First” message, the strat-
egy says the US intends to 
target alleged drug-traffick-
ing boats in the Caribbean 
Sea and the eastern Pacific 
Ocean, considering possible 
military action in Venezue-
la.
The US also calls on an 

increased defence spending 
from Japan, South Korea, 
Australia and Taiwan.
Democrats in Congress 

warned that the document 
could shatter US foreign re-
lations.
Representative Jason Crow 

of Colorado, who sits on 
House committees over-
seeing intelligence and the 
armed forces, called the 
strategy “catastrophic to 
America’s standing in the 
world”.
New York Representa-

tive Gregory Meeks said it 
“discards decades of val-
ue-based, US leadership”.
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Warning against mushroom foraging in California after fatal poisoning
Officials in California are urging 

people not to forage for wild mush-
rooms after a rise in poisoning cas-
es caused at least one death.
The California Poison Control 

System has identified 21 cases of 
amatoxin poisoning clustered in 
northern California, likely result-
ing from death cap mushrooms, the 
state’s department of public health 
said.
The poisoning resulted in severe 

liver damage in several people, in-
cluding children, and at least one of 
the patients may need a liver trans-
plant, the department said.
Death cap mushrooms can easily 

be mistaken for safe, edible mush-
rooms because of their similar 
taste, smell, and appearance.

The confirmed cases happened be-

tween mid-November and early De-
cember, a rainy season in the region 
that creates ideal conditions for the 
deadly variety to grow, mostly near 
oaks and hardwood trees like pine 
trees, the California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) said.
Though the cases are mostly in the 

Monterey and San Francisco Bay 
area of Northern California, the 
risk is statewide, the department 
warned.
“Death cap mushrooms contain 

potentially deadly toxins that can 
lead to liver failure,” Dr Erica Pan, 
CDPH Director and State Public 
Health Officer, said in a statement. 
“Because the death cap can easily 
be mistaken for edible safe mush-

rooms, we advise the public not to 

forage for wild mushrooms at all 
during this high-risk season.”
The death cap mushroom is nev-

er safe to eat, even if it is boiled, 
dried, frozen or cooked.
Eating the deadly mushrooms can 

cause watery diarrhoea, nausea, 
vomiting, abdominal pain and de-
hydration within six to 24 hours 
- and although symptoms may ini-
tially wane, severe or fatal liver 
damage can still occur up to eight 
days later.
“Only people with extensive train-

ing and experience should eat wild 
mushrooms that they have picked 
themselves,” Dr Edward Moreno, 
County of Monterey Health Offi-
cer, said in a statement.
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Sports News
Hoppers end Golden Grove’s perfect start to First Division League

The Greenbay Hoppers have ended 
Golden Grove FC’s perfect start to 
their campaign in the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Association’s (ABFA) 
First Division.
The Greenbay Hoppers claimed their 

fourth win in five matches with a 5-1 
drubbing of Golden Grove FC at the 
Keithley Sheppard Recreational Park 
in the latest round of matches.
The goals for the Greenbay Hoppers 

were scored by Ammiel Greenaway 
in the 12th minute, Jomo Andrew in 
the 21st, Yakira Hughes in the 33rd, 
Jari Jackson in the 51st, and Tamorley 
Thomas in the 61st minute.
Stephen Hughes scored a consolation 

goal in the 19th minute for Golden 
Grove FC.
The result allows the Greenbay Hop-

pers to join Golden Grove at the top of 

the standings with 12 points apiece. It 
was the first defeat in five games for 
Golden Grove FC, which started their 
First Division campaign by winning 
their first four matches.
Parham claimed their second win in 

five matches by snatching a 1-0 vic-
tory against Willikies FC at the ABFA 
Technical Center.
Parham FC advanced to eight points, 

while Willikies FC remains on three 
points after slumping to their third loss 
in four games.
Darius Hector scored all four goals 

as the Freemans Village Scorpions 
also recorded their second win in three 
matches with a 4-0 drubbing of En-
glish Harbour FC at the English Har-
bour playing field.
Hector converted penalty kicks in the 

24th and 67th minutes and also scored 

with strikes in the 21st and 71st min-
utes.
The result carries the Freemans Vil-

lage Scorpions to seven points, while 
English Harbour FC remains on six 
points after suffering their fourth loss 
in six matches.
SAP FC claimed their first win in 

three matches with a 3-0 victory 
against Cedar Grove Blue Jays FC at 
the Cedar Grove playing field.
The goals were scored by Emerson 

Henry in the 25th minute, Do-Quane 
Lewis in the 38th, and Devlyn Wil-
liams in the 58th minute.
SAP FC advanced to five points, 

while the result left the Cedar Grove 
Blue Jays on three points after slump-
ing to their fourth loss in five matches.

Players of the Greenbay Hoppers football team
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AGHS beat PMS to move to top of Under-20 Girls Division League
Antigua Girls High School 

(AGHS) has ended the un-
beaten run of defending 
champions, Princess Marga-
ret School (PMS), to surge 
to the top of the standings in 
the Under-20 Girls Division 
in the Ministry of Sports, 
Cool and Smooth, and Joma 
Patrick C. Whyte Cup Sec-
ondary Schools’ Football 
Competition.
The Antigua Girls High 

School moved from third to 
first place in the Under-20 
Girls Division by snatching 
a 1-0 victory against Prin-
cess Margaret School. Ken-
dra Aska struck the winner 
with a 55th-minute conver-
sion.
Their fifth win in six 

matches propelled the An-
tigua Girls High School 
to 15 points, two ahead of 
Princess Margaret School, 
which dropped from first to 
second place with 13 points 
after suffering their first de-
feat in six games.
In their previous encoun-

ter, the Antigua Girls High 
School romped to a 4-1 vic-
tory against Ottos Compre-
hensive School.
Nafisa Quashie had a dou-

ble conversion with strikes 
in the 16th and 39th min-
utes. The other goals for the 
Antigua Girls High School 
were scored by Skii Hazel-
wood in the 11th minute and 
Kendra Aska in the 53rd 
minute.
Kengenique Armstrong 

scored a consolation goal in 
the 48th minute for the Ot-
tos Comprehensive School, 
which remains in the cellar 
without any points after suc-
cumbing to their fifth loss in 

as many games.
Clare Hall Secondary 

School claimed their third 
win in six matches by 
snatching a 1-0 victory 
against Jennings Secondary 
School. Shanique Henry 
scored the only goal of the 
match in the 19th minute to 
allow Clare Hall Secondary 
School to advance to nine 
points.
Jennings Secondary School 

dropped from second to 
third place with 10 points 
after suffering their third de-
feat in seven matches.
The Sir Novelle Richards 

Academy and Ottos Com-
prehensive School record-
ed wins in the Under-16 
Boys Division of the Patrick 
C. Whyte Cup Secondary 
Schools’ Football Competi-
tion.
The Sir Novelle Richards 

Academy claimed their sev-
enth win in nine matches 
with a 2-0 victory against 
Irene B. Williams Second-
ary. D’Nic Hadaway had 
a 16th-minute conversion, 

and Ajay Barthley scored in 
the 35th minute.
The result allows the Sir 

Novelle Richards Academy 
to remain in fourth place 
by advancing to 22 points, 
while Irene B. Williams 
Secondary remains on nine 
points after suffering their 
sixth defeat in nine matches. 
The Ottos Comprehensive 

School wrapped up their 
campaign in the round-rob-
in and preliminary stage of 
the competition with a 5-0 
drubbing of Pares Second-
ary.
Robert Jeffery scored four 

times with conversions in 
the fourth, 17th, 23rd, and 
56th minutes. Thaddeus 
Christian scored the other 
goal in the 58th minute.
Their eighth win from their 

quota of 11 matches allows 
the Ottos Comprehensive 
School to finish with 25 
points. Pares Secondary 
School remains on one point 
after suffering their seventh 
loss in eight games.
Defending champions, 

Princess Margaret School 
consolidated their sec-
ond-place position in the 
Under-20 Boys Division by 
claiming their sixth win in 
seven matches with a 4-1 
victory against the Harrison 
Center Antigua and Bar-
buda School of Continuing 
Education (HCABSCE).
Dahvia Hughes had a dou-

ble conversion with strikes 
in the 31st and 70th min-
utes, while the other goals 
for Princess Margaret 
School were scored by Ma-
rio Lewis in the 17th minute 
and Shumba Thomas in the 
50th minute.
Kayonzea Gafford scored a 

consolation goal in the ninth 
minute for HCABSCE, 
which remains on 12 points 
after suffering their second 
defeat in six matches.
Princess Margaret School 

advanced to 18 points, one 
adrift of unbeaten leaders 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
College of Advance Studies 
(ABCAS).

Antigua Girls High School under-20 girls football team
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Sports News
Island Academy among winners in Under-13 

basketball competition
Island Academy was among the win-
ners in the latest round of matches in 
the inaugural Inter-Private Schools 
Under-13 Basketball Tournament, 
which got underway at the YMCA 
Sports Complex on Saturday.
Island Academy trounced St. John’s 
Lutheran 25-8 in the second game of a 
triple-header in the round-robin com-
petition.
Logan Munn and Elijah Peters each 
sank 10 points for Island Academy. 
Munn also contributed two steals, 
while Peters claimed seven rebounds.
Jaylen Duberry sank four points, while 
Jalique Sargeant produced two points 
and three steals for St. John’s Luther-
an.
St. John’s Lutheran rebounded by 
pulling off a 13-5 victory against 
Grace Christian Academy in the first 
Saturday morning game, which was a 
rescheduled encounter from a rain-af-
fected match-up at the same venue on 
Friday.
Jace Sam and Jalique Sargeant each 
scored four points, while Zadane Wyre 
collected three steals for St. John’s Lu-
theran. Sheyonne Roberts and Mateo 
Jallow each scored two points, and 
Rivaldo Carbon contributed five steals 

for Grace Christian Academy.
Grace Christian Academy hit back to 
prevail 27-20 over St. John’s Catholic 
in a nail-biting encounter in the third 
game on Saturday.
Aric Adams shot a game-high 16 
points and had three rebounds and two 
steals for Grace Christian Academy.
Darield Perez converted 12 points, 
while Jasiel Henry’s aggressive effort 

earned him six points, four rebounds, 
and four steals for St. John’s Catholic.
The inaugural Inter-Private Schools 
Under-13 Basketball Tournament will 
conclude at the YMCA on Tuesday, 
with games starting at 9 am.
The competition is organized by the 
Youth Basketball Unit of the CPTSA 
Wings Sports Club.

Island Academy team
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Sports News
West Indies snatch thrilling draw after epic Greaves double hundred
CHRISTCHURCH (Reu-

ters) - Justin Greaves pro-
duced an epic unbeaten 
202 in a remarkable fourth 
innings display to help 
West Indies thwart an inju-
ry-depleted New Zealand 
attack and snatch a thrilling 
draw in the opening Test in 
Christchurch on Saturday.
Chasing an improbable 

531, West Indies, who were 
bundled out for 167 in their 
first innings, displayed 
remarkable character to 
reach 457 for six, the sec-
ond highest fourth-innings 
total in Test match history, 
when players shook hands 
at Hagley Oval.
P l a y e r - o f - t h e - m a t c h 

Greaves led their remark-
able fightback, first with 
a 196-run stand with Shai 
Hope (140) and then a 180-
run partnership for the un-
broken seventh wicket with 
Kemar Roach, who made 
58 not out.
“Obviously, a Herculean 

effort by Justin Greaves,” 
West Indies captain Roston 
Chase said.
“He’s someone that I grew 

up playing cricket with, so 
I’m very proud for this mo-
ment, for him, and obvious-
ly for Kemar Roach ... He’s 
a modern day legend, and 
I’m happy for these guys, 
and happy that we could 
achieve what we did.”
Having set the West Indies 

a mammoth victory target, 

New Zealand would have 
been justified in believ-
ing their victory was just 
a matter of time but they 
could not get the job done 
with their thin bowling re-
sources.
Having lost the services 

of Nathan Smith (side 
strain) and Matt Henry 
(calf) through mid-match 
injuries, they relied heav-
ily on the part-time spin 
of Michael Bracewell and 

Rachin Ravindra but it 
could not compensate for 
the absence of two front-
line bowlers.
To make things worse, 

New Zealand ran out of re-
views and could not chal-
lenge a couple of close 
calls that went against them 
on the final day.
After West Indies resumed 

on 212 for four, New Zea-
land prised out two wickets 
in the morning session to 

stay in the hunt for a vic-
tory.
Jacob Duffy, who bowled 

60 overs in the match, end-
ed Hope’s stellar knock 
when he bounced out the 
batter, and Zak Foulkes 
dismissed Tevin Imlach for 
four.
Greaves and Roach bat-

ted resolutely to deny New 
Zealand any wicket in the 
second session, and con-
tinued their fightback after 
the tea break.
Greaves looked rock sol-

id while Roach had an 
eventful stay at the other 
end, where the lower-or-
der batter survived two 
dropped catches, one run 
out chance, and a couple of 
strong lbw calls. Greaves 
hit Duffy for a four to bring 
up his maiden test double 
hundred.
“It was a Test match that 

had it all,” New Zealand 
captain Tom Latham said.
“It was a great test match 

to be involved in, but unfor-
tunately, we weren’t able 
to get the breakthroughs 
that we wanted to put some 
pressure on that lower or-
der.
“When you have two of 

your seamers go down 
during a Test match, it’s 
never ideal.”
The second Test is sched-

uled to start in Wellington 
on Tuesday.

West Indies’ Justin Greaves raises his bat after scoring 200 runs 
against New Zealand on Day 5 of the first cricket Test match in 
Christchurch, New Zealand, Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025. (AP)



Old Road FC, the Pot-
ters Tigers, and the 
Aston Villa Lions all 
recorded wins in the 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Football Association’s 
(ABFA) Premier Divi-
sion League on Satur-
day.
Kevon Lucas struck a 

hat trick, while Shack-
won Simon and Rakeem 
Joseph each scored 
twice as Old Road 
claimed their third win 
in five matches with an 
8-0 drubbing of strug-
gling Sir Molwyn Jo-
seph Jennings United in 
the first game of a tri-
ple-header at the ABFA 
Technical Center.
Lucas had conversions 

in the 11th, 24th, and 
45th minutes; Simon 
scored in the fourth and 
28th minutes; and Ra-
keem Joseph converted 
his goals in the 42nd 
and 73rd minutes. Gis-
ner Joseph scored the 
other goal for Old Road 
in the 77th minute.
The result carries Old 

Road FC to 10 points, 
while Jennings Unit-
ed remains without any 
points after suffering 
their sixth defeat in as 
many games.
The Potters Tigers 

claimed their second 
win in six matches by 
snatching a one-nil vic-
tory against the Pigotts 
Bullets in Saturday’s 

second game.
Keon Greene scored 

the only goal of the 
match in the 12th min-
ute for the Potters Ti-
gers, who advanced to 
seven points. The Pig-
otts Bullets remain on 
nine points after slump-
ing to their second loss 
in five matches.
Kwame “Munchie” 

Kirby and Orel Edwards 
each scored twice as the 
Villa Lions notched up 
their fourth win in five 
matches by surging to 
a 5-1 victory against 
Green City FC in Satur-
day’s third encounter.
Kirby scored in the 

17th minute and the first 

minute of added time in 
the first half, while Ed-
wards had conversions 
in the 70th and 83rd 
minutes.
Forward Eroy Gon-

salves converted the 
other goal for the Vil-
la Lions with a strike 
in the 77th minute. Tev 
Lawrence scored a con-
solation goal in the 39th 
minute for Green City 
FC.
The result allows the 

Villa Lions to move 
on to 12 points, while 
Green City FC remains 
on seven points after 
crashing to their third 
defeat in six matches.
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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The Starting XI of the Old Road FC

Old Road, Potters, and Villa win in Premier Division League

The starting XI of the Potters Tigers


