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PM Browne makes six 
demands against US law 
firm in Alfa Nero matter

Photo courtesy Antigua Cruise Port

A sign of a bumper cruise tourism season 2025-26 is evidenced when five cruise ships docked at the St. John’s Harbour on Tuesday
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Attorneys for Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne has written to the principals 
of the US law firm representing Yulia 
Guryeva Motlokhova demanding re-
traction of all inflammatory statements 
made against him in the Alfa Nero 
matter.
Writing on behalf of the Prime Min-
ister, Rika Bird of the law firm, RB & 
Associates, addressed her letter to Da-
vid Boies, Partner, Jonathan Schiller, 
Managing Partner and Martin DeLu-
ca, Attorney at the law firm Boies, 
Schiller, Flexner of New York City, 
which represented Yulia Guryeva 
Motlokhova, the Russian woman who 
entered a claimed for the superyacht 
just prior to its sale and after the gov-
ernment had lobbied to have US sanc-
tions on the vessel lifted.
In her letter, Bird detailed a litany of 

false statements that were made partic-
ularly by DeLuca, which she claimed 
had caused reputational and other 
damage to Prime Minister Browne, 
who was not only the head of govern-
ment in Antigua and Barbuda but who 
had also developed a regional and in-
ternational reputation as an outspoken 
advocate on climate change and other 
related matters.
“Our Client, therefore, believes that 
you intended or recklessly calculated 
that it would resound to your client’s 
and your personal benefit at the ex-
pense of our Client, by exposing him 
to hatred, contempt and public ridi-
cule personally, and as the holder of 
the Office of Prime Minister of Anti-
gua and Barbuda and Minister of Fi-
nance and Corporate Governance.
“Your statements have caused our Cli-

ent severe financial and reputational 
harm. This is unacceptable to him,” 
Bird wrote.
“In the circumstances,” she contin-
ued, “our Client demands that you im-
mediately:
1.	 Cease to have any of your false al-

legations published;
2.	 Cause the words complained 

of to be removed from all the 
above-mentioned publications;

3.	 Cease and desist from further pub-
lishing these or similar allegations 
concerning our Client in any fo-
rum or manner;

4.	 Issue an apology to our Client in 
terms to be approved by us, on and 
in all the abovementioned publi-
cations over the electronic/social 
media, and on the front page of 
The Daily Observer Newspaper 
and all other above-mentioned 
newspapers;

5.	 Compensate our Client in the ap-
propriate sum of US$IO million 
for the damage he has suffered.

6.	 Pay Attorneys’ fees and costs on 
an indemnity basis.

See full text of the letter starting from 
page 16.

Local News
PM Browne makes six demands against US law 

firm in Alfa Nero matter
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The Antigua and Barbuda 
Public Service Associa-
tion, the recognized trade 
union that represents es-
tablished public servants, 
has signed a Collective 
Bargaining Agreement 
(CBA) with representa-
tives of the government.
ABPSA General Secre-
tary, Janela Evanson, said 
the agreement covers the 
period 2018 to 2023 with 
negotiations on a CBA for 
the period 2024-2026 ex-
pected to start in the new 
year.
“Over the life of this agree-
ment, we were able to se-
cure increases amounting 
to 14 percent for civil ser-
vants. For 2018, they re-
ceived increases amount-
ing to 5 percent, another 5 
percent for 2019 and 4 per-
cent for 2020. For 2021 to 
2023 we forego increases 

because the government 
indicated that revenues 
had declined because of 
the COVID19 pandemic. 
We agreed to zero percent 
increases for those years 
with the understanding 
that as of January 1, 2024, 
there would be reclassi-
fication of civil servants. 
That has not happened 
yet,” Evanson declared.
The ABPSA general sec-
retary expressed disap-
pointment that this aspect 
of the agreement has not 
been implemented, and 
hopes that it receives pri-
ority status early in the 
new year. She said her 
union is also lobbying 
the government to amend 
the Civil Service Act un-
der which civil servants 
fall. She complained that 
while the law recogniz-
es the ABPSA as the sole 
bargaining agent for civil 

servants, it does not make 
provision for the union to 
receive negotiation fees 
from civil servants who 
benefit from its advocacy 
on their behalf.
“We want to receive a ne-
gotiation fee like the trade 
unions who negotiate for 
workers in other industries 
and who must pay the fee 
as long as they benefit from 
the agreements negotiated 
by the union. She said less 
than half of the civil ser-
vants who benefit from the 
union’s work are members 
of the union. The majority 
of civil servants who ben-

efit from the efforts of the 
union, pay nothing at all to 
the union,” she explained.
A date for the start of ne-
gotiations for the 2024-
2026 contract is expected 
to be announced during 
the upcoming budget de-
bate.
The 2018-2023 CBA was 
signed on behalf of the 
government by Chief Es-
tablishment Officer, Fran-
cia Sheppard, ad her dep-
uty, Annetta Harris with 
ABPSA President, Joan 
Peters and General Secre-
tary, Evanson signing on 
behalf of the union.

Local News
ABPSA, Government ink retroactive agreement

(Seated) ABPSA President Joan Peters (left) and Chief Establish-
ment Officer, Francia Sheppard (right)
(Standing) ABPSA General Secretary Janela Evanson (left) and Dep-
uty Chief Establishment Officer, Annetta Harris (right)
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The ministries of Foreign 
Affairs, Trade and Barbuda 
Affairs along with the Min-
istry of Legal Affairs, this 
week hosted an interactive 
stakeholder consultation 
on the Price of Goods Bill, 
2026. The session was led 
by Minister of Trade, E.P. 
Chet Greene, alongside 
Chief Parliamentary Coun-
sel, Deniscia Thomas, and 
Director of the Prices and 
Consumer Affairs, Orrin 
Steele.
Over 120 stakeholders, in-
cluding distributors, retail-
ers and business leaders, 
attended the consultation 
at the Parliament Building 
and shared their feedback 
on the new Bill, which aims 
to regulate the distribution 
and pricing of goods, pro-
tect consumer interests, and 
achieve objectives such as 
equitable access to essen-
tial goods, fair and stable 
market pricing, and the pre-
vention of hoarding, price 
gouging, and anti-consumer 
practices.

In his welcome remarks, 
Minister Greene stated that 
the central aim of the Price 
of Goods Bill, 2026, is to 
protect consumers.
“The bill is to safeguard 
consumers from exploita-
tion, ensure price stability 
during normal and emer-
gency conditions, while at 
the same time maintaining 
fair competition and supply 
chain accountability.”
Steele emphasized that the 
Bill intends to ensure goods 
are of high quality and 
available at fair, reasonable 
costs, particularly benefit-
ing lower-income consum-
ers. He further explained 
that the Bill, which is a 
modern legislation, aims to 
repeal and replace the out-
dated Distribution and Price 
of Goods Act, Cap. 138, 
which was written 67 years 
ago.
“There is a need for some 
level of change and up-
dating” of our pricing and 
consumer protection frame-

work, and “also to curtail 
some (unacceptable) be-
haviours that we are seeing 
creeping into the market.”
During the discussion, busi-
ness operators expressed 
several key concerns, par-
ticularly regarding sections 
of the Bill that grant the 
Minister the authority to set 
maximum prices for goods 
and services. 
Before establishing a maxi-
mum price, the Department 
must conduct a market as-
sessment. This includes 
analyzing service delivery 
costs, examining market 
structure, evaluating con-
sumer impact, and consult-
ing with relevant stakehold-
ers. Steele noted that the 
market assessment will be 
conducted in collaboration 
with the Consumer Guid-
ance Council, established 
under the recently enacted 
Consumer Protection Act. 
Currently, the essential ser-
vices encompassed by the 
Bill include utility services, 

transportation services, 
waste management ser-
vices, and funeral services. 
However, this list may be 
expanded by the Minister 
through an Order.
The issue of dual pricing 
was another concern raised 
by business representatives. 
The Bill stipulates that 
when multiple prices are 
displayed, consumers are 
entitled to pay the lowest 
price. Suppliers are required 
to honour this price, thereby 
eliminating any claims of 
mislabeling.
Steele explained that “it 
is the duty of suppliers to 
ensure the prices on the 
goods are correct” and not-
ed recurring issues with in-
correct pricing. However, 
stakeholders highlighted 
the need for allowances for 
genuine clerical errors or 
consumer misunderstand-
ings, suggesting reasonable 
legislative provisions.
Business leaders also 
voiced concerns about the 

Government Holds Interactive Stakeholder Consultation 
on Price of Goods Bill 2026
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licensing requirements for 
retailers selling price-con-
trolled goods that are spec-
ified on an Order, citing that 
such provisions could result 
in additional operational ex-
penses.
The Bill, which seeks to 
improve accountability 
and traceability across the 
supply chain, prohibits a 
supplier from operating a 
retail business for the sale 
of price-controlled goods 
without a retail licence. 
Minister Greene explained 
that the Bill intends to re-
organize business practices 
in the country, and stressed 
that “we have to become a 
more organized, responsible 
community.
“The Bill ensures that should 

something happen within 
the food chain, for example, 
it can be traced back to the 
place of purchase and avoid 
further damage to our peo-
ple.”
Referencing manufacturer 
recalls, Greene noted that 
“if we don’t have trace-
ability within the system, 
it means that persons could 
literally die before we know 
who is trading the (affected) 
products.” 
While stakeholders recog-
nized the need for supplier 
accountability, they ques-
tioned the necessity of addi-
tional licenses and potential 
tax implications. Minister 
Greene responded by with-
drawing the proposal for 
a minimal $20 license fee, 

stating that the Prices and 
Consumer Affairs Division 
would cover the costs.
 
Suppliers also expressed 
concerns about the require-
ment to provide records and 
invoices to authorized of-
ficers immediately during 
inspections. They noted 
that not all outlets may have 
immediate access to these 
records, as they are often 
maintained at headquarters 
or by personnel with the 
proper authorization. Rec-
ommendations for reason-
able adjustments to this re-
quirement were considered, 
and it was agreed that the 
timeframe for compliance 
would be modified to reflect 
a more reasonable period 
determined by the Division. 

This change was well-re-
ceived by the participants.
The Bill is part of the gov-
ernment’s comprehensive 
strategy to reduce the cost 
of living for the public. This 
includes the recently enact-
ed Consumer Protection Act 
and the proposed Competi-
tion Bill, which is expected 
to be presented before the 
end of the current legisla-
tive year.
The public is invited to 
make recommendations 
to the Price of Goods Bill 
2026, by emailing consum-
eraffairs@ab.gov.ag; denis-
cia.thomas@ab.gov.ag or 
ryan.johnson@ab.gov.ag 
on or before December 31st, 
2025.

mailto:consumeraffairs@ab.gov.ag
mailto:consumeraffairs@ab.gov.ag
mailto:deniscia.thomas@ab.gov.ag
mailto:deniscia.thomas@ab.gov.ag
mailto:ryan.johnson@ab.gov.ag
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As Antigua and Barbuda observes 
World AIDS Day 2025 (December 
1), the Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre 
(SLBMC) is urging renewed national 
attention to HIV awareness, HIV pre-
vention as well as testing and treat-
ment—key tools in reducing new in-
fections and strengthening community 
health. 
Over the past four years, data show a 
consistent 45–51 new HIV diagnoses 
annually—a trend that has remained 
unchanged for more than a decade. 
“For a population of about 100,000, 
this is a concerningly high number. 
We would have hoped to see a decline 
in new infections, but instead we’re 
roughly at the same level we were ten 
years ago,” said Dr. Margrethe Belle, 
Specialist in Internal Medicine and In-
fectious Diseases and Administrative 
Head of the Infectious Diseases/Em-
ployee Health Division. 
Adding to the concern is a notable 
rise in HIV cases among adolescents 
aged 15–19, with five cases recorded 
in 2024, an age group that in previous 
years saw almost no cases. 
“As a nation, one of our greatest re-
sponsibilities is to lift the next gener-
ation. Seeing this increase among our 
adolescents is heartbreaking. We need 
to empower them to make wise deci-
sions and ensure they’re equipped to 
take charge of their own health,” said 
Dr. Belle. 
SLBMC also reports a rise in indi-
viduals admitted with advanced HIV/
AIDS—an indication that many peo-
ple are either not receiving optimal 
treatment or are being diagnosed late 
in the course of their illness. Impor-
tantly, advanced HIV/AIDS is pre-
ventable with early testing and timely, 
effective treatment. 
“It is crucial that every person living 
with HIV knows they can expect to be-
come virally suppressed within months 

of starting treatment. This means the 
virus becomes very low or undetect-
able in their blood. When someone re-
mains virally suppressed, they will not 
become sick or die from HIV, and they 
cannot transmit the virus sexually. Op-
timal treatment is essential not only for 
individuals to live long, healthy lives, 
but also to reduce new HIV infections 
in our population,” said Dr. Belle. 
While calling for greater public en-
gagement, SLBMC is also under-
scoring the importance of strong 
partnerships across the health sector—
particularly the vital work of the AIDS 
Secretariat. 
“The partnership with the AIDS Sec-
retariat is essential. We collaborate 
closely on education and on addressing 
the challenges we encounter in HIV 
treatment and care,” said Dr. Belle.
She added that the Secretariat’s out-
reach programs play a critical role: 
“When people get tested early—when 
they understand their risk—that saves 
lives long before anyone needs a hos-

pital bed.” 
Dr. Belle also encourages the public 
to participate in the AIDS Secretariat’s 
upcoming World AIDS Day activities. 
She highlighted the HIV Symposium 
for the general public at the Multi-
purpose Centre on October 26 as an 
excellent opportunity to learn about 
HIV prevention and the current situa-
tion in Antigua and Barbuda. She also 
urges parents, teachers, and principals 
to send representatives to Teen Talk 
on October 28—a daytime event de-
signed specifically for adolescents, of-
fering age-appropriate education and 
guidance. 
Dr. Belle notes that the hospital’s 
message for World AIDS Day centers 
around prevention, early diagnosis, 
and empowerment—not fear. 
“HIV is treatable. We should expect 
people with HIV to live long, full lives. 
But the only way to benefit from treat-
ment is to know your status. That’s 
why we fully support the AIDS Sec-
retariat’s continued push for accessi-
ble testing, accurate information, and 
open conversations. Testing regularly 
for HIV is crucial for persons of all 
ages, genders and sexual orientations. 
We should all make it a part of a regu-
lar health check.” 
The hospital also reaffirmed its com-
mitment to working closely with the 
Ministry of Health, the AIDS Secre-
tariat, and other national partners to 
ensure a coordinated, evidence-based 
response that strengthens prevention, 
reduces stigma, and improves the 
quality of care for all people living 
with HIV. 
World AIDS Day is observed annually 
on December 1. SLBMC extends grat-
itude to the community organizations, 
health professionals, and advocates 
who continue to push for awareness, 
access, and dignity for those affected.

SLBMC calls for urgent public HIV awareness campaign to 
combat high infection rates and youth concerns

Dr. Margrethe Belle, Specialist in Internal 
Medicine and Infectious Diseases and Ad-
ministrative Head of the Infectious Diseas-
es/Employee Health Division. 
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Antigua and Barbuda businesses invited to 
participate in CAF Business forum, 2026

The Development Bank 
of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, CAF, will host 
more than 205 internation-
al buying companies from 
the United States, Europe, 
Asia, and Latin America 
which have already reg-
istered for CAF’s Latin 
America and Caribbean 
Business Matchmaking 
Forum: Connection to the 
Global Market, which will 
take place on January 29 
and 30, 2026, at the Pan-
ama Convention Centre, 
Panama City. Exporters 
from across the Caribbean 
are encouraged to partici-
pate, with the call remain-
ing open until December 
22, 2025. 
Antigua and Barbuda 

business people are invited 
to participate in this unique 
opportunity to establish 
business relationships with 
exporters and suppliers 
from across the Caribbean, 
Latin America, Europe and 
Asia.
This high-level com-

mercial gathering is part 
of CAF’s flagship annu-
al event, the International 
Economic Forum – Latin 
America and the Caribbe-
an 2026, which will bring 
together more than 2,500 
business leaders, investors, 
government authorities, 
innovators, global experts 
and international develop-

ment agencies to analyse 
the region’s economic out-
look and strategic opportu-
nities and help strengthen 
its position on the global 
geopolitical map.
The confirmed buyers 

come from Germany, Ar-
gentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Spain, the United 
States, Guatemala, Hondu-
ras, Italy, Jamaica, Mexico, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
and the Dominican Repub-
lic. They are actively seek-
ing suppliers across a wide 
range of sectors, including 
agri-food, textiles and ap-
parel, chemicals, manufac-
turing, cosmetics, software 
and technology, and con-
struction materials.
CAF expects the forum 

will host more than 4,000 
one-on-one meetings be-
tween buyers and 300 ex-
porters from Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Each 

participating entrepre-
neur will receive between 
16 and 28 pre-scheduled 
meetings, condensing what 
would usually require sev-
eral weeks of travel and 
individual prospecting into 
just a day and a half. This 
makes the Forum an espe-
cially valuable opportunity 
for Caribbean businesses 
seeking to scale exports, 
access new markets, or di-
versify trading partners.
“This Business Round-

table is a concrete oppor-
tunity for entrepreneurs 
from Latin America and 
the Caribbean,” said Ser-
gio Díaz-Granados, Execu-
tive President of CAF. “In 
addition to participating in 
the plenary sessions of the 
International Economic Fo-
rum on the challenges and 
opportunities of the region, 
companies will be able to 
establish commercial and 
business partnerships with 
buyers who are actively 

looking for products and 
services from our region 
in strategic sectors such as 
agribusiness, manufactur-
ing and technology.”
By integrating the Busi-

ness Roundtable into the 
International Economic Fo-
rum, CAF is ensuring that 
high-level dialogue leads to 
tangible business outcomes 
for participants. The Fo-
rum’s agenda covers trade 
and investment flows, air 
connectivity and tourism, 
artificial intelligence, clean 
energy, sustainable mining, 
and the energy transition, 
topics that are particularly 
relevant for the region.  
Registration and participa-

tion in the Business Match-
making Forum are free for 
entrepreneurs, and all ex-
porting companies that reg-
ister will receive access to 
professional matchmaking 
services that align supply 
with demand, special dis-
counts on airfare and hotel 
accommodation, and dedi-
cated follow-up support to 
help advance the commer-
cial opportunities generat-
ed during the event.
Exporting companies from 

across the Caribbean and 
Latin America can register 
at www.matchmaking-fo-
rum-caf.com until Decem-
ber 22, 2025. Space is lim-
ited.
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Twenty-eight individu-
als graduated on Tuesday 
evening from the Nurs-
ing Assisting Person-
nel Programme during 
a ceremony held at the 
Multi-Purpose Cultural 
and Exhibition Centre.
The Class of 2025 com-
prised twenty-one (21) 
females and seven (7) 
males. Miss Yannick 
O’Garro was named the 
Valedictorian for her 
outstanding academic 
performance during the 
six-month training pro-
gramme.
Attendees heard remarks 
from Minister of Health, 
Sir Molwyn Joseph; fea-
tured speaker Dr. Kar-
en Josiah; Programme 
Coordinator Elnora 

Warner; and Permanent 
Secretary, Stacey Gregg-
Paige. 
Speakers commended 
the graduates on com-
pleting the programme 
and emphasized the im-
portant role Nursing As-
sisting Personnel play 
in supporting healthcare 
delivery.
The ceremony also fea-
tured a musical perfor-
mance of “There Can Be 
Miracles” by local vo-
calist, Suzetta Hamilton.
The Ministry of Health 
extends congratulations 
to all graduates and looks 
forward to their contri-
bution to healthcare ser-
vices across Antigua and 
Barbuda.

Twenty-Eight Graduate from the Assistive Nursing 
Personnel Programme

Health Minister, Sir Molwyn Joseph, and PS Ministry of Health, 
Stacey Gregg-Paige at Tuesday’s graduation exercises

Several young men were among the 28 new nursing assisting grad-
uation class 2025

Senior nusing officials at the graduation exercises



THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 2025

PAGE 10 Local News

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
conjunction with the United Nations 
Resident Coordinators Office for Bar-
bados and the Eastern Caribbean con-
vened a National Dialogue to Advance 
the Foods System Transformation 
Pathway for Antigua and Barbuda on 
26th November, 2025.
This initiative according to National 
Convener, Miss Joy-Marie King, Di-
rector of International Trade within the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs engaged 
“a wide cross section of stakeholders 
including senior government officials, 
civil society, the private sector, farm-
ers and fishers with a mandate to re-
view the progress made thus far on a 
zero draft pathway document, identify 
the existing gaps therein, and collec-
tively shape actionable steps that will 
strengthen our National Foods System 
Pathway”. 
During the engagement’s call to order, 
H.E Dr. Clarence Pilgrim, Permanent 
Secretary within the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, underscored the impor-
tance of an inclusive and participatory 
process—one that reflects the needs, 

voices, and aspirations of all who con-
tribute to and depend on our food sys-
tem leaving no one behind.
Welcome remarks were table by Hon-
ourable Anthony Smith, Minister of 
Agriculture, Land, Fisheries and the 
Blue Economy where he outlined the 
key outcomes of the National Food 
System Transformation Pathway to in-
clude: 
◙◙ “To influence consumer behavior 

toward safe and healthy local food,
◙◙ Increase production of nutritious 

food in an environmentally 
sustainable manner,

◙◙ Improve livelihoods across the 
value chain, especially for women 
and youth,

◙◙ And strengthened resilience 
against climate change and other 
vulnerabilities.”

The featured remarks of the dialogue 
were given by the Hon. E.P Chet 
Greene, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
where he emphasized “the importance 
of the pathway under consideration 
aiding Antigua and Barbuda in align-

ing its national actions and priorities 
with the global Sustainable Devel-
oping Goals Agenda while tailoring 
workable solutions to the local reali-
ties including limited land space, cli-
mate risks, high import dependence, 
and the need for innovation and part-
nerships.”
He further added, “for small island de-
veloping states like Antigua and Bar-
buda, foods system transformation is 
crucial for promoting affordable foods 
and reducing vulnerability including 
to global price shocks, strengthening 
resilience to climate impacts, increas-
ing local food production, improving 
health outcomes, creating sustainable 
livelihoods, lowering food import bills 
and advancing national development 
priorities.”
Minister Greene also hammered home 
the need to support, consume and safe-
guard local food produce including 
the Antigua Black Pineapple as it is 
always a healthier choice. He stressed 
that nutrition security is as important 
as food security.
Additionally, Greene added that our 
farmers and fishers are on the front-
lines of climate change and gave the 
commitment of the Government of 
Antigua and Barbuda to adequately 
equip them with the necessary tools, 
training and technologies necessary to 
adapt and thrive.
In closing, Minister Greene encour-
aged participants to engage in bold 
thinking, collaborative planning and 
outcomes that are actionable. 
The outcomes of today’s dialogue will 
be captured in the revised pathway 
document which will then seek the 
blessings of the Cabinet of Antigua 
and Barbuda prior to implementation.

National Dialogue to Advance the Food System 
Transformation Pathway for Antigua and Barbuda

Government officials, UN partners, farmers, civil society, and private-sector stakeholders 
gathered at the Royalton Antigua Wednesday morning to assess progress and identify 
priority actions.
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The operators of the Victory Centre 
located on Nugent Avenue are mak-
ing an appeal for public support for 
assistance following a break-in at the 
facility last week.
In a media statement, the organisers 
say several essential items used in the 
education and care of their students 
were stolen during the break-in. 
 
From an initial assessment, the items 
taken include: 
* Air conditioners from multiple 
classrooms 
* Two televisions 
* Two speakers 
* An ice maker 
* Seven tablets 
* Two 5-gallon water bottles 
* One transformer 
 
“These items are vital to our daily 
operations, classroom environment, 
and the wellbeing of the students we 
serve. Their loss has placed an un-
expected strain on our small school 
community. 
 
“Since its inception in 2012, Victory 
Center has supported the education 
and development of more than 40 
children with special needs, includ-
ing students with Autism, Down 
Syndrome, ADHD, developmental 
delays, and various learning disabil-
ities. Our model prioritizes small, 
ability-based classes, a holistic cur-
riculum, and individualized support 
to ensure every child can learn, grow, 

and thrive,” the statement revealed. 
 
It said many of the students have re-
mained with facility long-term, while 
others have successfully transitioned 
back into government schools after 
acquiring critical academic, social, 
and emotional skills. Every piece of 
equipment in the classrooms plays a 
direct role in helping these children 
access the learning environment they 
deserve. 
 
“We are asking anyone who may 
have information about the stolen 
items to come forward, whether 
directly to the authorities or confi-
dentially through the school. We also 
welcome anyone in the community 

who may be willing to assist us in 
replacing the equipment, whether 
through donations of similar items, 
financial support, or partnerships. 
 
“Acts of generosity, whether big or 
small, help ensure that our students 
are not further disadvantaged and that 
their learning journey continues unin-
terrupted,” the release indicted. 
 
To learn more about The Victory 
Center or to assist them in recover-
ing or replacing these items, please 
contact them through any of the 
following: 
 
Facebook: The Victory Center Anti-
gua

Operators of the Victory Centre make appeal following a break-in
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MINISTRY	OF	EDUCATION,	SPORTS	AND	CREATIVE	INDUSTRIES		

		
THE	DEPARTMENT	OF	CREATIVE	INDUSTRIES	REMINDS	EVERYONE	THAT	THE	

CHRISTMAS	HOME	AND	BUSINESS	LIGHTING	COMPETITION	2025	REGISTRATION	IS	
STILL	ONGOING.			

		
FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	–	Monday,	17th	November	2025	–	St.	John’s,	Antigua	and	Barbuda…….		
The	 Department	 of	 Creative	 Industries	 is	 reminding	 the	 public	 that	 registration	 for	 the	
Christmas	Home	and	Business	Lighting	Competition	2025	is	still	ongoing.			
		
The	competition	aims	to	evoke	the	spirit	of	the	season	through	the	creative,	dazzling	lighting	
displays	 of	 our	 2025	 competitors.	 The	 Department	 encourages	 all	 interested	 Home	 and	
Business	owners	to	register	for	the	competition	by	Wednesday,	December	17,	2025.	
		
Registration	Forms	are	available	Mondays	to	Fridays,	9:00	a.m.	to	1:00	p.m.,	at	the	Department	
of	Creative	Industries	Headquarters	on	Old	Parham	Road,	upstairs	in	INET,	or	at	the	National	
Festivals	Office,	1st	Floor,	Cecil	George-John	Building,	Redcliffe	Street	and	Corn	Alley.		
		
Pre-judging	 will	 commence	 on	 December	 20th	 and	 21st,2025,	 while	 the	 final	 displays	 will	 be	
judged	on	December	28,	2025.	Winners	will	be	announced	via	Good	Morning	Antigua,	Barbuda	
on	Friday,	January	5th,	2026.		
		
Home	entries	will	be	categorized	and	 judged	according	to	 the	zones	–	East,	West,	North,	and	
South.	All	Home	participants	will	receive	a	100%	waiver	on	electricity	service	from	December	
15th,	 2025,	 to	 January	 15th,	 2026,	 Duty-Free	 concessions	 on	 Christmas	 Lights	 and/or	
Decorations,	and	a	Cash	component	for	the	top	three	winners	in	each	zone,	as	outlined	below.			

• First	Place	-			 $	3,000.00	XCD				
• Second	Place	-			 $	2,000.00	XCD		
• Third	Place	-			 $	1,000,00	XCD		

		
Business entries will receive a	 50%	 waiver	 on	 electricity	 service	 for	 December	 2025,	
DutyFree	concessions	on	Christmas	Lights	and	or	Decorations	and	a	Cash	component	 for	 the	
top	three	winners	as	outlined	below. 	

• First	Place	-			 $	3,000.00	XCD				
• Second	Place	-			 $	2,000.00	XCD		
• Third	Place	-			 $	1,000,00	XCD		

Register	now	to	be	a	part	of	the	joy	and	splendor	of	Christmas	2025.			
	

END.	
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Police are searching for the 
suspect (s) who attempt-
ed to break into the ECAB 
Branch on Thames Street 
early Tuesday morning.
Around 4:35 a.m., offi-
cers were alerted after the 
bank’s security alarm was 
triggered, prompting secu-
rity personnel to check the 
building. During the in-
spection, two masked men 
were seen exiting a southern 
push-up window, while a 
third suspect was observed 
standing outside.
Further examination re-
vealed that the intruders 

broke a glass window in 
an apparent attempt to gain 
access to other areas of the 
building, but were unsuc-
cessful. Nothing was report-

ed stolen.
The suspects were all 
dressed in dark clothing 
with their faces concealed.

Two of the men are esti-
mated to be approximately 
5 ft. 9 in. in height, while 
the third is believed to be 
about 5 ft. 6 in.
It was further reported that 
the suspects fled the scene 
in a white Toyota Vitz mo-
tor car.
The police are appealing 
to anyone with informa-
tion that may assist in the 
investigation to contact the 
Criminal Investigations 

Department at 462-3913 
or call the Crimestoppers 
anonymous hotline at 800-
TIPS (8477).

Attempted break-in at ECAB Thames Street branch
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The Wadadli Initiative for Self-
care and Healing (WISH) has 
joined the global community in 
launching the annual 16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence, under this year’s UNiTE 
campaign theme: “UNiTE to 
End Digital Violence Against All 
Women and Girls.”
As digital abuse rapidly becomes 
one of the most widespread and 
harmful forms of gender-based vi-
olence, 2025’s theme emphasizes 
the urgent need to address online 
harassment, image-based abuse, 
cyberstalking, deepfake pornog-
raphy, doxxing, and the growing 
manipulation of digital tools to 
harm women and girls.
The 16-day campaign, running 
from November 25 (Internation-
al Day for the Elimination of Vi-
olence against Women) to De-
cember 10 (Human Rights Day), 
is a powerful reminder that gen-
der-based violence, online or of-
fline, is not a “private matter” but 
a public health crisis, a human 

rights issue, and a profound threat 
to mental wellbeing.
This year’s theme underscores 
how digital violence dispropor-
tionately affects women with pub-
lic visibility, including activists, 
journalists, women in politics, 

creators, and young women navi-
gating social media spaces. It also 
highlights that online abuse often 
leads to offline harm, including 
coercion, intimidation, physical 
violence, and long-term psycho-
logical trauma.

WISH joins 16 Days of Activism campaign
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WISH’s 2025 focus aligns with 
the global call to strengthen dig-
ital safety, challenge harmful 
online behaviours, and demand 
accountability from platforms, in-
stitutions, and systems that enable 
abuse.
“We cannot speak honestly about 
mental health in Antigua and Bar-
buda without confronting the re-
ality of gender-based violence, 
especially the digital forms that 
are becoming harder to escape,” 
said Chaneil Imhoff, Founder of 
WISH. “Every day, women and 
girls are navigating cyberbully-
ing, threats, image-based abuse, 
and online humiliation that follow 
them everywhere they go. Digital 
violence leaves deep emotional 
scars and can lead to real-life harm. 
This year’s 16 Days of Activism is 
a call to break that silence, centre 
survivors, and build systems that 
protect rather than punish.”
Throughout the 16 Days, WISH 
will be using its platforms to am-
plify the voices of survivors, ad-
vocates, and digital rights champi-
ons working to create safer online 
spaces.
WISH is also encouraging work-
places, schools, parents, youth 
groups, faith-based institutions, 
and community leaders to take ac-
tion by:
►► Hosting digital-safety conver-
sations and training sessions.
►► Reviewing policies around on-
line harassment, data protec-
tion, and reporting mechanisms.
►► Supporting organizations that 
provide counselling, legal sup-

port, and psychosocial care to 
survivors of digital violence.

“Ending gender-based violence, 
whether online or offline, is not 
the responsibility of survivors but 
the responsibility of all of us,” 
Imhoff added. “We need families 
who listen and believe, workplac-
es that protect, institutions that act, 
and communities that refuse to 
normalise online abuse. If we say 
we care about mental health, then 
we must also care about the digi-
tal environments that are causing 
harm. This is the moment for us to 
move from awareness to action.” 

WISH is urging the public to use 
the 16 Days to educate them-
selves, speak up safely, and stand 

in solidarity with survivors, while 
remembering that digital safety is 
essential to gender equality.
“These 16 days are a catalyst, but 
our commitment must be year-
round,” said Imhoff. “Our vision 
is a society where no one has to 
choose between their safety, their 
sanity, and their survival. Antigua 
and Barbuda can be that place, but 
only if we decide together that vi-
olence has no home here.”
Members of the public are invit-
ed to follow WISH’s social media 
pages (https://www.instagram.
com/wishwadadli) for resources, 
stories, and digital safety tools, as 
well as practical steps to support 
survivors and challenge harmful 
online norms.

https://www.instagram.com/wishwadadli
https://www.instagram.com/wishwadadli
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On Wednesday 26th November 2025 
the Tropical Shipping Sales Team vis-
ited Foundation Mixed School to read 
‘Tropic Al’s Orange’ to a lively group 
of 3rd Grade Students. The session 
was designed to introduce students 
to the journey of goods from farm to 
table while highlighting the role of 
shipping and teamwork in connecting 
communities. The atmosphere was 
warm, energetic, and full of curiosity.
The session made logistics tangible 
and relatable. Children left with a 
clearer sense that everyday items trav-

el long distances and that people be-
hind the scenes make those journeys 
possible. The story sparked questions 
about how goods reach different is-
lands—conversations that can be 
extended into classroom lessons on 
geography, community helpers, and 
supply chains. “Seeing young learners 
connect the dots between farms, ports, 
and their own kitchens is exactly 
why we bring Tropical Shipping into 
schools.”
The Tropical Shipping team described 
the visit as rewarding and informative. 

They noted how effective simple sto-
rytelling and interactive moments are 
for explaining complex systems to 
young learners. 
Today’s reading session at Foundation 
Mixed School was a hands-on lesson 
in connection, care, and teamwork. 
Tropical Shipping’s visit helped the 
children see how many people and 
steps are involved in bringing a sin-
gle orange to someone’s hands, and 
it planted seeds for future curiosity 
about how the world is linked by trade 
and transport.

Tropical Shipping turns Storytime into a learning voyage
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The Dominican Republic 
is set to see a surge in vis-
itors as Hurricane Melissa’s 
devastation across sections 
of Jamaica, The Bahamas, 
Cuba and Haiti has forced 
travellers to reroute to that 
country, according to chair-
man of the Civil Aviation 
Board, Héctor Porcella.
Porcella told Dominican 
media that his agency has 
authorised more than 800 
emergency and regular 
charter flights to handle 
the unexpected demand, as 
travellers with bookings in 
storm-affected destinations 
are being rerouted to the 
Dominican Republic during 
the height of the tourist sea-
son.
“All that tourism is redi-
recting towards the Domin-
ican Republic,” Porcella 
said, noting that thousands 
of travellers can no longer 
be accommodated in their 
original destinations due to 
widespread hotel closures, 
infrastructure collapse and 
supply-chain delays affect-
ing reconstruction efforts.
The shift comes as these 
Caribbean destinations 
struggle to recover from 
Melissa, which caused un-
precedented damage.
Jamaica, in particular, has 
seen significant losses in 
service capacity, with some 
of the island’s largest hotels 
not expected to reopen until 
between May and Decem-
ber 2026.

Among the properties fac-
ing extended delays are 
those operated by Decamer-
on, which today confirmed 
that it has been forced to 
push its Jamaican reopen-
ing to January 31,2026.
The company said it has 
been unable to secure the 
materials and equipment 
needed for reconstruction 
due to logistical constraints.
“As of today, we do not 
have official information 
that would allow us to con-
firm a projected reopening 
date,” the hotel group stat-
ed.
“New travel dates may be 
rescheduled up to February 
28, 2026.”

Decameron guests are being 
offered full refund should 
they decide to cancel or the 
option of selecting a sister 
property in Mexico or Pan-
ama.
This re-routing of Decam-
eron guests adds to the 
mounting pressure on Ja-
maica’s recovering tourism 
sector, which is already 
grappling with reduced 
arrivals, disrupted airlift 
and the temporary months-
along shutdown of several 
major resorts.
Tourism officials say the 
redirection of traffic to the 
Dominican Republic, one 
of the Caribbean’s largest 
hotel markets, underscores 

the competitive vulnerabil-
ities Jamaica faces as it re-
builds.
While the country remains 
open for business and some 
attractions have resumed 
operations, airlift remains 
limited and recovery time-
lines vary widely across 
properties and parishes.
As the winter season ap-
proaches, the Dominican 
Republic is positioning it-
self as the primary alterna-
tive for displaced visitors, 
raising concerns about po-
tential long-term market 
share shifts if Jamaica’s 
recovery stalls. (Jamaica 
Gleaner)

Dominican Republic braces for tourist surge as Hurricane 
Melissa disrupts travel to Jamaica and other destinations
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A pregnant Haitian woman who re-
portedly entered Jamaica illegally and 
was arrested while seeking medical at-
tention was remanded, while her part-
ner, who is a Jamaican, was granted 
$200,000 bail in the St Catherine Par-
ish Court on Tuesday.
Twenty-three-year-old Sophania 
Guersaaint of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, 
was charged with illegal entry, while 
Sheldon Gordon is charged with aid-
ing and abetting illegal entry.
When Guersaaint and Gordon ap-
peared before Acting Senior Parish 
Court Judge Janelle Nelson-Gayle, 
lawyers told the court that Guersaaint 
would not enter a plea.
A legal representative for the Passport, 
Immigration and Citizenship Agency 
told the court that it would take a while 
for the agency to confirm her identi-
ty through the Haitian Liaison Office, 
therefore, Guersaaint would be placed 
at the South Camp Adult Correctional 
Centre to facilitate the process.
The court was told that the accused’s 
younger sister is in state care and that 
her mother is at the South Camp Road 
facility, therefore, it would an easier 
process.
It is alleged that the accused illegally 

landed in Portland and subsequently 
went to meet “friends” in Hellshire.
While in Hellshire, she met Gordon 
and their relationship resulted in her 
becoming pregnant. She was held as 
she sought medical attention.
Investigating Officer, Detective Con-
stable Tanair Calder said members of 
the St Catherine South Proactive In-
vestigation Unit were alerted by the 

Greater Portmore Health Centre on 
November 14, 2025.
This was after it was revealed that 
Guersaaint couldn’t communicate in 
English.
Investigations resulted in the arrest of 
Gordon.
Guersaaint was subsequently charged 
with illegal entry and Gordon with 
aiding and abetting. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Pregnant Haitian woman remanded on illegal entry 
charge, partner granted bail

462-1062
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Prime Minister Dr Andrew 
Holness has announced a 
budgetary allocation of $10 
million has been approved 
for each constituency across 
Jamaica as part of the Na-
tional Cleanup Programme, 
following the passage of 
Hurricane Melissa.
Holness says $2 million of 
the total would be for drain 
cleaning and vector control, 
$5 million for debushing 
and $3 million for debris 
and waste removal.
He says additional funds 
will be allocated for the 16 
most affected constituencies 

across Westmoreland, Tre-
lawny, Hanover, St James 
ad St Elizabeth.

An allocation of $150,000 
has also been set aside for 
each councillor in the 63 
constituencies.

Holness says between 100 
and 200 people would be 
employed per constituency 
under the national cleanup 
effort, with the Social De-
velopment Commission set 
to organise and supervise 
these individuals.
Speaking in the House of 
Representatives on Tues-
day, Holness noted that it is 
estimated that the hurricane 
left 4.8 million tonnes of de-
bris across Jamaica. He said 
it was further estimated that 
it was equivalent to about 
480, 000 standard truck 
loads. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Holness announces funding for National Cleanup Programme

Thousands of Cubans remain without 
power, water or proper shelter almost 
a month after Hurricane Melissa pum-
melled the island’s eastern region as 
one of the strongest Atlantic storms in 
history.
By day, families walk toward the near-
est river to fill plastic containers with 
water and by night, they squeeze to-
gether to sleep under temporary shel-
ters and tents.
“We lost everything in the flood,” 
80-year-old Lucía García said. “I am 
very depressed and very sad here.”
García is living in a small classroom 
with her two sons, ages 45 and 55, and 
her ailing 81-year-old husband, who 
remains bedridden.
The school where they’re staying in 
the town of Río Cauto serves as a shel-
ter for 14 families and is providing dai-
ly meals to them and 25 other families 
living with relatives and neighbours. 
Water delivery trucks pass by every 
three or four days.
Many of the town’s residents lived by 

the river and lost their homes after Me-
lissa cut through eastern Cuba, forcing 
nearby dams to release huge amounts 
of water.
More than 2,300 people were evacuat-
ed from the Río Cauto area, with more 
than 750 staying in private homes, ac-
cording to a November 10 report pub-
lished in the official newspaper, Gran-
ma.
It claimed that the return of residents 
to their homes “has been completed.”
Major damage also was reported in the 
nearby town of Los Mangos, where 
residents said massive floods hit a day 
after the storm made landfall.
“By dawn, the entire village was un-
derwater,” recalled Anisleydis Hidal-
go.
“We were evacuated before the hurri-
cane hit,” she said. “When we returned 
home, they came to tell us there would 
be flooding…but no one expected the 
water to reach the level it did.”
She is living in a military-style tent 
with her 5-year-old daughter and two 

other families.
Lianet Socarras, a social worker from 
Los Mangos, said that 58 people, in-
cluding 30 children, are sharing 10 
tents donated by the government of 
India.
“The most critical problem we have 
now is the supply of drinking water in 
the community,” she said, noting that 
there is none.
Power outages are constant in Guamá, 
and officials from the National Elec-
tric Union warned that repairs could 
take until mid-December.
But patience is running out.
Residents in the town of El Carmen 
recently blocked a main highway with 
fallen trees and electrical posts, noting 
they had been without electricity —
even before Melissa hit.
“Everyone wants electricity, and we 
are working tirelessly to achieve this,” 
said Alfredo López, director general 
of the National Electric Union, in a 
heated discussion with residents in the 
middle of the blocked road. (AP)

Thousands of Cubans struggle without power and water 
nearly a month after Hurricane Melissa
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President Rodrigo Paz of Bolivia said 
Tuesday he planned to scrap a ream of 
taxes, in one of his first moves since 
becoming the nation’s first conserva-
tive leader in nearly two decades in a 
bid to rescue a crisis-stricken econo-
my.
Just over two weeks since taking of-
fice, Paz also announced his govern-
ment would slash 30 per cent of total 
federal spending from Bolivia’s 2026 
budget to reverse years of populist 
economic measures taken under the 
long-ruling Movement Toward Social-
ism, or MAS, party. He did not give 
further details on how his government 
would make such deep cuts.
Speaking to reporters on Tuesday, Paz 
said he was proposing to repeal Boliv-
ia’s national wealth tax, arguing that it 
had crippled growth and discouraged 
billions of dollars in investments since 
being imposed by his left-wing prede-
cessor, former President Luis Arce.
Another levy on the chopping block is 
Bolivia’s 0.3 per cent tax on everyday 
financial transactions, Paz said, some-
thing that long motivated Bolivians to 
keep clear of the formal banking sys-
tem and instead stash their savings un-
der mattresses and floorboards.
“We are giving the first signs of securi-
ty that the country requires,” Paz said. 
“We are paving the way for economic 
activity.”
The bills to remove the taxes must be 
sent to Congress for approval before 
taking effect. Business leaders were 
already thrilled.
“The persecution of the private sector 
is ending,” said Klaus Freking from 
the country’s main agricultural cham-
ber. “It is the beginning of legal cer-
tainty.”
But Paz and his Economy Minister 
José Gabriel Espinoza said Tues-
day that, for now, their government 
wouldn’t touch the pillars of Bolivia’s 
economic model under the MAS par-

ty — specifically, the country’s fuel 
subsidies that keep its retail price of 
gasoline among the world’s cheapest, 
as well as its fixed exchange rate that 
became distorted as the country’s cen-
tral bank ran out of US dollars.
“The president is starting off on the 
right foot, aiming to generate better 
investments,” said Bolivian economic 
analyst Gonzalo Chávez. “But he’s not 
addressing the core problems.”
Paz is sticking to his campaign prom-
ise of deploying gradual measures — 
as opposed to a shock fiscal adjustment 
of the kind that Bolivians have known 
and feared since the 1990s — to dig 
Bolivia out of its worst financial crisis 
in four decades.
While major challenges remain and 
doubts linger, there are already signs 
that the medicine is taking effect. The 
endemic lines that snaked from fuel 
pumps across the country due to a se-
vere shortage of gasoline have large-
ly disappeared as Paz works to secure 
imports.
A friendly Congress has helped the 
government take on a $3.1 billion loan 
from the Andean Development Cor-
poration, $550 million of which has 

already been released. Espinoza on 
Tuesday said the government seeks to 
borrow up to $9 billion to stabilize the 
economy and plug the deficit for the 
next three years.
He said he expected the package in 60 
to 90 days, without naming the multi-
lateral lenders involved in the deal.
The government has also repaired re-
lations with Washington after years of 
anti-American hostility dating back 
to when ex-President Evo Morales, a 
charismatic coca-growing union lead-
er, kicked out the US Drug Enforce-
ment Administration in 2008 and co-
zied up to Russia, Iran and Venezuela.
The US State Department has already 
announced agreements on nuclear co-
operation and security assistance, and 
Paz has said his administration will 
allow Elon Musk’s Starlink to operate 
in Bolivia for the first time, after his 
predecessor refused to give it an oper-
ating license last year.
As Bolivia starts to regain credibili-
ty in the eyes of investors, sovereign 
bonds have risen in recent weeks and 
the chronically depreciating currency 
pared back some of its losses against 
the dollar in unofficial trading. (AP)

Bolivia’s new president plans to scrap taxes and borrow 
money to confront economic crisis
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A major fire tore through 
multiple high-rise towers 
at a housing estate in Hong 
Kong on Wednesday, killing 
at least 13 people, officials 
said.
Police received multiple re-
ports of people trapped in 
the estate, where bamboo 
scaffolding had been erect-
ed outside several towers as 
they underwent renovation, 
local media reported.
15 others were injured in 
the fire at Wang Fuk Court 
in the northern district of Tai 
Po, the Fire Services De-
partment said.
At least one firefighter was 
killed, Hong Kong’s direc-
tor of fire services Yeung 
Yan Kin told a news confer-
ence

Ho Wai-ho, 37, “sustained 
burns to his face,” Yeung 
said, adding that he was 
rushed to a nearby hospital 
after first aid and CPR were 
administered. He later died, 
Yeung said.
“I would like to extend my 
deepest condolences to 
firefighter Ho’s family,” he 
said, adding that another 
firefighter was being treated 

in hospital for heat exhaus-
tion.
Civil Service Secretary In-
grid Yeung praised Ho’s 
“gallantry and selfless devo-
tion to duty” in a statement 
and said officials will “make 
every effort to help the fam-
ily of Mr Ho during this sad 
and difficult period.”
Firefighters were still bat-

tling the blaze several hours 
later as night fell. At 6:22 
p.m. local time (5 a.m. ET), 
it was upgraded to the high-
est-level alarm in the Chi-
nese territory
Massive flames and thick 
plumes of dark smoke could 
be seen coming from mul-
tiple towers at the housing 
complex, which has eight 
buildings and almost 2,000 
residential units.
The transport department 
said a number of bus routes 
had been diverted and that 
sections of some nearby 
roads had been closed to all 
traffic.
Hong Kong has been under 
a red fire danger warning 
since Monday, which means 
there is an extremely high 
risk of fire. (NBC)

Fire engulfs high-rise housing estate, killing 
at least 13 in Hong Kong
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Parts of Thailand are battling re-
cord floods, which have killed at 
least 33 people and prompted au-
thorities to deploy military ships 
and helicopters to support relief 
efforts.
The deluge has hit 10 provinces 
across the country’s south over the 
past week, with the city of Hat Yai, 
a business hub bordering Malaysia, 
recording its heaviest rainfall in 
300 years - 335mm in a single day.
Photos show vehicles and houses 
submerged in the city, while des-
perate residents await rescue on 
their rooftops.
Relentless rains have also ravaged 
neighbouring countries. In Viet-
nam, the death toll has risen to 
98 in a week, while in Malaysia, 
more than 19,000 people have been 
forced from their homes.
In Indonesia, at least 19 people 
have been killed and at least seven 
others remained buried under land-
slides in North Sumatra, according 
to the Indonesian National Search 
and Rescue Agency.

More than 2 million people in 
Thailand have been affected by the 
floods, but just 13,000 have been 
moved to shelters.
The vast majority are cut off and 
unable to get help, according to Re-
uters news agency.
The Thai military, which has been 
put in charge of tackling the crisis, 
said it is preparing to dispatch an 
aircraft carrier and a flotilla of 14 
boats loaded with relief supplies, 
along with field kitchens that are 
said to be able to deliver 3,000 
meals a day.
Medical teams on board the aircraft 
carrier will convert it into a “float-
ing hospital” if required, the navy 
said.
Boats, high-clearance trucks, and 
jet skis have also been deployed to 
evacuate residents, said the gover-
nor of Songkhla province, where 
Hat Yai is located.
The cabinet on Tuesday declared 
Songkhla a disaster zone, freeing 
up funds for relief.
However, many people remain 

stranded amid the rising waters.
A volunteer rescue group, the Mat-
chima Rescue Center, told Reuters 
it had been inundated with thou-
sands of calls in the last three days, 
with people asking to be evacuated.
People have also posted urgent calls 
for help on Matchima’s Facebook 
page. “Many people are trapped... 
Please help,” one user wrote. “It’s 
very difficult right now. The water 
has reached the second floor, where 
there are children, the elderly, the 
sick, and the disabled!!!”
Another wrote that his house-
hold had been waiting for help for 
three days: “Every second is cru-
cial now... Please help share. My 
[phone’s] battery is at 40%. Thank 
you everyone.”
Some also wrote about not having 
had any food and water for days.
A clip that has gone viral on so-
cial media shows three young boys 
hanging from power lines, trying 
to inch their way to safety while 
brown murky waters continue to 
rise below them.
In Malaysia, more than 19,000 peo-
ple have been evacuated to safety, 
with 126 evacuation centres set up 
in the northern border areas.
In the states of Kelantan and Perlis, 
rescue teams waded through knee-
deep floodwaters to evacuate resi-
dents in areas where rising waters 
had cut off access to roads.
Heavy seasonal rain is common 
around this time of year in South 
East Asia, but this year has seen ex-
ceptionally high levels of flooding 
in the region. (BBC)

‘Once in 300 years’ rain hits Thai city as floods 
ravage South East Asia
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ABCAS remains top of Under-20 Boys Division League
The Antigua and Barbuda 

College of Advance Studies 
(ABCAS) has maintained 
their position at the top of 
the Under-20 Boys Division 
in the Ministry of Sports, 
Cool and Smooth, and Joma 
Patrick C. Whyte Cup Sec-
ondary Schools’ Football 
Competition.

ABCAS extended their 
unbeaten run by recording 
their fifth win in six match-
es with a 1-0 victory against 
Irene B. Williams Second-
ary School at the Antigua 

Grammar School’s playing 
field on Tuesday to remain 
at the top of the standings 
with 16 points.

Kavon Young scored the 
winner and only goal of the 
match with a strike in the 
47th minute.

The result ensures Irene 
B. Williams Secondary re-
mains without any points af-
ter suffering their third loss 
in as many games.

Defending champions 
Princess Margaret School 

remain in second place by 
advancing to 15 points after 
securing their fifth win in 
six matches with a 1-0 vic-
tory against the Sir Novelle 
Richards Academy at the 
Antigua Grammar School’s 
playing field.

Allan Henry converted 
the lone goal of the match 
in the 48th minute as the Sir 
Novelle Richards Academy 
slumped to their third defeat 
in six matches to remain on 
seven points.

Jennings Secondary 

notched up their second win 
in six matches by snatching 
a 1-0 victory against Ot-
tos Comprehensive School. 
Kymani Richards scored the 
only goal of the match in the 
62nd minute.

The result allows Jen-
nings Secondary School to 
advance to seven points, 
while Ottos Comprehensive 
School remains on seven 
points after suffering their 
fourth loss in seven match-
es.

Antiguans kick off campaign in qualifiers for 2026 
CONCACAF Women’s Championship

The Antigua and Barbuda national 
senior team will launch their campaign 
in the qualifying round of the 2026 
CONCACAF Women’s Champion-
ship at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadi-
um on Thursday.

The Antiguan senior women’s team 
will face Nicaragua at home in their 
first qualifier in Group B at 4 pm.

The Antigua and Barbuda women’s 
team is competing in five-team Group 
B alongside Jamaica, Guyana, Nicara-
gua, and Dominica.

Antigua and Barbuda are among 29 
CONCACAF member associations—

excluding the region’s two  high-
est-ranked  nations (USA and Cana-
da)—that will be competing in the 
preliminary stage of the competition, 
which will be played during the FIFA 
Women’s International Match Win-
dows in November 2025 and February 
and April 2026.

The 29 teams have been drawn into 
six groups in the preliminary qualify-
ing stage. Group A comprised Mexico, 
Puerto Rico, St. Lucia, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines, and the United 
States Virgin Islands (USVI).

Contesting Group C are Costa Rica, 

Guatemala, Bermuda, Grenada, and 
the Cayman Islands. Group D will fea-
ture  Haiti, the Dominican Republic, 
Suriname, Belize, and Anguilla.

Competing in Group E are Panama, 
Cuba, St. Kitts and Nevis, Curacao, 
and Aruba, while Group F compris-
es  Trinidad & Tobago, El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Barbados.

At the conclusion of the CONCA-
CAF Women’s Qualifiers, the six group 
winners will join the United States 
and Canada (the two highest-ranked 
teams) in the eight-team CONCACAF 
Women’s Championship.

The CONCACAF Women’s Cham-
pionship will be played in November 
2026 and serve as the Confederation’s 
qualifier for the 2027 FIFA Women’s 
World Cup in Brazil and the 2028 
Summer Olympic Games in Los An-
geles, California.

The United States of America is the 
current champion of the CONCACAF 
Women’s Championship, having se-
cured the 2022 title with a 1–0 win 
over Canada in the final held in Mon-
terrey, Mexico.

Players, coaching, and managerial staff of the Antigua and Barbuda senior women’s na-
tional team. (File photo)
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Rain disrupts more matches in regional Super50 Cup

The rainy weather in Trin-
idad and Tobago has con-
tinued to disrupt matches in 
this month’s Cricket West 
Indies (CWI) CG United 
Super50 Cup.

All three fourth-round 
matches ended in no re-
sults after being forced to 
be abandoned due to rain on 
Tuesday.

Rain ruined the daytime 
fixture between the Guyana 
Harpy Eagles and the Lee-
ward Islands Hurricanes at 
the Queen’s Park Oval.

After a delayed start, the 
Leewards won the toss and 
elected to bowl in the re-
duced 25-over match, which 
was set to bowl off at 1.30 
pm. However, the rain re-
turned to scuttle the game.

It was the third time a 
match involving the Guy-
ana Harpy Eagles has been 
abandoned due to rain. It 
was the second no result 
for the Leewards due to the 
rainy weather.

The Leewards are in fourth 
place with eight points, one 
more than the Guyana Har-
py Eagles in fifth place.

The clash between Trini-
dad and Tobago Red Force 
and the Windward Islands 
Volcanoes at the Sir Frank 
Worrell Ground, UWI, was 
abandoned without a ball 
being bowled.

It was a frustrating halt 
to Red Force’s momentum 
after Sunday night’s DLS 
victory over Guyana in Tar-
ouba, a result that captain 
Joshua Da Silva said had 

lifted the mood in the camp.
Da Silva was hoping the 

hosts could extend their 
winning streak on Tuesday 
with another victory, most 
likely guaranteeing them 
a place in Saturday’s final. 
The top two teams in the 
round-robin phase will ad-
vance to the final.

The latest abandonment 
means the Red Force re-
main in second place on 22 
points with a record of two 
wins and two no results. The 
Windward Volcanoes re-
main in third place with 17 
points after suffering their 
second no result due to rain.

Tuesday’s day/night 
match between the Jamai-
ca Scorpions and leaders 
Barbados Pride at the Brian 
Lara Cricket Academy in 

Tarouba was also washed 
out by rain.

It means Barbados re-
mains at the top of the 
standings with 29 points 
after suffering their second 
washout, while the Jamai-
can Scorpions are in the cel-
lar with six points. Three of 
the Scorpions’ matches have 
been washed out by the rain.

The final round of match-
es in the group stage will 
take place on Thursday (to-
day) with T&T up against 
the Leeward Islands at the 
Queen’s Park Oval from 9 
am.

Guyana will face Bar-
bados at UWI from 9 am, 
while Jamaica takes on the 
Windwards at the Brian 
Lara Cricket Academy in 
Tarouba from 2 pm.

Officials examine the Sir Frank Worrell Memorial Ground in St Augustine during the Leeward Islands Hurricanes and Jamaica Scorpions 
match in the CG United Super50 Cup on Sunday, November 23, 2025.
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Reggae Girlz hoping for winning start in World Cup qualifiers

KINGSTON, Jamaica – Reggae 
Girlz head coach Hubert Busby Jr. 
is hoping for victory against Dom-
inica when they begin their Wom-
en’s World Cup qualifying quest 
on Saturday.
The Jamaicans, who are seeking 

to qualify for their third succes-
sive FIFA Women’s World Cup 
in 2027, will travel to the Daren 
Sammy Cricket Ground in St. Lu-
cia for their Group B opener.
Speaking at a press conference 

on Monday after announcing his 
squad, Busby said it was import-
ant for them to pick up all three 
points against Dominica.
“It’s important that we have a 

strong performance, and we’re 
laying the foundation for strong 

performances throughout this 
campaign.
“We want to get off to a great 

start, have a great week of training 
leading into the match, and we’re 
approaching each and every match 
with the respect it deserves,” Bus-
by said.
“Our preparation this week will 

be thorough, to ensure that when 
we go out there, we’re firing on 
all cylinders and to the best of our 
abilities.”
The Reggae Girlz are on the hunt 

for their third consecutive appear-
ance at the World Cup following 
back-to-back appearances in 2019 
and 2023.
Jamaica will compete in Group 

B alongside Dominica, Guyana, 

Nicaragua, and Antigua and Bar-
buda, with the winner of the group 
advancing to the CONCACAF 
Women’s Championship.
The matches in the CONCACAF 

Women’s Championship will 
serve as the region’s qualification 
tournament for the 2027 World 
Cup and the 2028 Olympic Games 
in Los Angeles, California.
The top four teams from the 

CONCACAF Women’s Champi-
onship will advance to the World 
Cup, while the top three teams will 
advance to the Olympic Games in 
Los Angeles.
The next best two teams will ad-

vance to the intercontinental play-
offs for a second chance at World 
Cup qualification. (CMC)

Jamaica’s Reggae Girlz
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Wins for Blackburn Palace and Bethesda in Second Division League
Blackburn Palace and 

Bethesda recorded con-
vincing wins in their latest 
outings in the Antigua and 
Barbuda Football Associa-
tion’s (ABFA) Second Di-
vision League.
Blackburn Palace notched 

up their second win in 
three matches with a 6-0 
drubbing of the Young 
Warriors at the Fort Road 
playing field.
Michael Roberts and Ta-

fari Looby both scored 
twice. Roberts scored in 
the first and 85th minutes, 
while Looby had conver-
sions in the sixth and 10th 
minutes.
Tren’I Edwards of the 

Young Warriors convert-
ed an own goal in the 
13th minute, and Demarre 
Swift scored the other goal 
for Blackburn Palace in 
the 44th minute.
The result carries Black-

burn Palace to six points, 
while the Young Warriors 
remain without any points 
after crashing to their sec-
ond loss in as many games.
Bethesda continued their 

successful start to their 
Second Division, main-
taining their unbeaten 
run by securing their sec-
ond win in three matches 

with a 3-0 victory against 
TAMO FC at the Bethesda 
playing field.
The result allows Bethes-

da to advance to seven 
points, while TAMO FC 
remains on three points af-
ter suffering their second 
defeat in three matches.
Meanwhile, Empire FC 

enjoyed success in the 
ABFA’s First Division on 
Tuesday. Empire FC main-
tained their unbeaten run 
by claiming their second 
consecutive win in four 
matches with a 2-1 victory 
against English Harbour 
at the Keithley Sheppard 

Recreational Park.
Joel Lynch and Darlon 

Jacobs were the goal scor-
ers for Empire FC, while 
Clarence Marsh scored for 
English Harbour.
Empire advanced to eight 

points, while English Har-
bour remains on six points 
after slumping to their 
third defeat in five match-
es.
Five Islands and Bendals 

fought to a 1-1 draw at 
the Five Islands playing 
field. The result allows 
Five Islands to move on to 
eight points after securing 

their second draw in five 
matches.
Bendals FC advanced to 

two points after salvaging 
their second draw in five 
matches.
Bolans and FC Master-

ballers played to a goalless 
draw at the Jennings play-
ing field.
The result ensures that FC 

Masterballers advanced 
to five points after sal-
vaging their first draw in 
four matches. Bolans FC 
moved on to three points 
after securing their third 
draw in four matches.

Players of the Blackburn Palace football team


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

