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Antigua and Barbuda students 
survived Melissa unharmed
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The Antigua and Barbuda team members for the Taste of the Caribbean culinary competi-
tion with CEO ABTA Colin C. James (center), Chef Arielle Mills, Bartender Auslando Davis, 
Chef Eustace Cabral Jr. and Junior Chef Azarie Crump. Story on Page 3
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The Antigua and Barbuda students 
who are studying in Jamaica have 
emerged unscathed following the 
passage of dangerous Hurricane Me-
lissa on that island on Tuesday.
Director of Communications and 
Coordinator of the Prime Minister’s 
Scholarship Programme, Maurice 
Merchant reported that all 53 stu-
dents who are housed at the Pegasus 
hotel in Kingston are doing well.
Their stay at the hotel has been ex-
tended until the weekend as there is 
now word that classes at the Univer-
sity of the West Indies will resume 
on Monday. “The Cabinet has been 
informed by the UWI (Mona) that 
it will resume face to face teaching 
on Monday. We expect our students 
to return to their dormitories at the 
university over the weekend. How-
ever, they must await word from the 
university indicating that all is clear 
before they return to campus,” Mer-
chant told Point Express newspaper.
Not all Antigua and Barbuda students 
fared as well as those who are stay-
ing at the Pegasus. Merchant report-
ed that some students have had the 
places where they were staying be-
ing affected by the storm with roofs 
blown off or structures sustaining se-
vere damage.
“This was the case especially in 
Montego Bay where at least two of 
our students were staying. The struc-
tures where they sheltered sustained 
damage. However, thankfully, they 
remain unharmed. For this we are 
extremely grateful,” Merchant de-
clared.
He said the Cabinet, led by Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne, has been 
following developments in Jamaica, 
prior to, during and after the passage 
of Hurricane Melissa. “At all times, 

Prime Minister Browne followed the 
developments in Jamaica and espe-
cially the situation with regards to 
the Antigua and Barbuda students 

there. We thank God for sparing their 
lives and for keeping them safe,” he 
stated.

Local News
Antigua and Barbuda students survived Melissa unharmed
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A strategic plan to establish Antigua 
and Barbuda as a destination for cu-
linary tourism is paying dividends 
with Antigua and Barbuda’s selec-
tion as the top emerging Caribbean 
destination for culinary tourism.
The announcement was made 
Wednesday by Tourism Minister, 
Charles Fernandez as he addressed 
a press conference where the An-
tigua and Barbuda team members 
for the Taste of the Caribbean culi-
nary competition in Barbados next 
month, were revealed.
According to Fernandez, this aspect 
of culinary tourism is important for 
the country and it is something that 
the Ministry of Tourism and its part-
ners have been cultivation as part of 
a three-year national strategy. 
“This brings international recogni-
tion as we had been nominated and 
now we can announce that we have 
emerged winners of the “Caribbe-
an’s Best Emerging Culinary City 

Local News
Antigua and Barbuda named Caribbean’s top 

emerging culinary destination

Tourism Minister, Charles Fernandez
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Destination 2025” by the World 
Culinary Awards further exempli-
fies our success in this endeavor,” 
he declared. 
The Minister said the plan involves 
showcasing the country’s heritage 

by telling the nation’s “food story”, 
and celebrating its rich culinary 
identity.
Fernandez added that this has both 
an economic and a community im-
pact as it creates income for local 

artisans and entrepreneurs thereby 
ensuring that tourism benefits local 
communities.
“The government and Tourism 
Authority have developed a com-
prehensive, month-long initiative 
to celebrate and promote the cu-
linary heritage - through Antigua 
and Barbuda Culinary Month: 
This is the cornerstone of their ef-
forts, a month-long celebration in 
May that has grown from a simpler 
“Restaurant Week.” It features a ro-
bust schedule of events designed to 
highlight local and Caribbean cui-
sine,” the minister explained.
Fernandez emphasized that this ini-
tiative is deeply rooted in the com-
munity. “As noted by Shermain 
Jeremy, the Culinary Month Lead, 
the program is “powered by the 
community” and is about creating 
opportunity and pride, showing that 
“small islands can lead with big 
ideas”,” he indicated.

Local News
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The names of the four persons who 
will represent Antigua and Barbuda at 
next month’s Taste of the Caribbean 
culinary competition in Barbados have 
been revealed.
In a news event on Wednesday, the 
Antigua and Barbuda Hotels and Tour-
ism Association (ABHTA) announced 
the National Culinary Team of Antigua 
and Barbuda 2025, set to represent the 
destination at the prestigious  CHTA 
Taste of the Caribbean culinary com-
petition, taking place  November 16–
18, 2025.
The ABHTA names the National Cu-
linary Team of Antigua and Barbuda 
2025 as; 

►►Caribbean Chef of the 
Year:  Eustance Cabral Jr., Chef 
de Cuisine, Jumby Bay Island
►►Caribbean Junior Chef of the 
Year:  Azarie Crump, Student, 
Muriel O’Marde Campus for 

Tourism and Hospitality Services
►► Caribbean Pastry Chef of the 

Year:  Arielle Mills, Pastry Sous 
Chef, Galley Bay Resort & Spa 

(2025 Taste of Wadadli Pastry 
Chef Winner)
►►Bartender of the Year:  Auslando 
Davis, Food & Beverage 
Supervisor and Sommelier, 
Curtain Bluff Resort

The ABHTA also announced the sup-
porting team members as;

►► Team Manager:  Chef Olvanah 
Richardson, Executive Sous 
Chef, Blue Waters Resort & Spa
►► Junior Chef Mentor:  Chef Jean 
Pierre Tuitt, Executive Sous Chef, 
Jumby Bay Island Resort
►► Logistics Manager:  Jesse Thom-
as, Director of Agri-Tourism, Min-
istry of Tourism

Organized by the Caribbean Hotel 
and Tourism Association, Taste of the 
Caribbean is the region’s premier cu-
linary competition and cultural show-
case. Since its inception in 1993, the 

Local News
A 4-person team will represent Antigua and Barbuda at 

the “Taste of the Caribbean’ competition
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event has brought together top chefs, 
mixologists, and culinary profession-
als from across the Caribbean to com-
pete, collaborate, and share their cul-
ture through food and beverage.
In offering congratulations to the team 
members, Fernandez highlighted how 

the nation’s culinary initiatives pro-
vide both a platform and a purpose for 
showcasing local talent. 
Chairman of ABHTA, Craig Marshall 
noted that the team’s dedication to 
hard work reflect the collective com-

mitment to excellence and teamwork. 
“This competition not only showcases 
our unique ingredients and rich culi-
nary heritage on a prestigious regional 
platform but also provides exposure 
to new trends and networking oppor-
tunities. As we continue to promote 
Culinary Month, their efforts inspire 
the next generation of chefs, promote 
our gastronomy, and highlight Antigua 
and Barbuda as a leader in regional cu-
linary excellence,” he remarked.
For his part, CEO of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Tourism Authority, Colin C 
James, sees the competition is going 
beyond cooking. “It celebrates culi-
nary tourism, one of the most authen-
tic expressions of our brand. Through 
initiatives like Culinary Month, we 
continue to elevate our chefs, farm-
ers, and mixologists, turning passion 
into culture. I’m confident our team 
will serve up more than great dishes; 
they’ll deliver a true taste of home that 
makes our nation proud,” he stated.

PAGE 8

TUESDAY 24TH OCTOBER 2023

Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
 

THE DEPARTMENT OF CREATIVE INDUSTRIES ANNOUNCES THE CHRISTMAS HOME 
AND BUSINESS LIGHTING COMPETITION 2025:  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Wednesday 01st, October 2025 – St. John’s, Antigua and Barbuda…….  

–

• First Place -   $ 3,000.00 XCD   
• Second Place -   $ 2,000.00 XCD 
• Third Place -   $ 1,000,00 XCD 

 
Business entries will receive 

. 
• First Place -   $ 3,000.00 XCD   
• Second Place -   $ 2,000.00 XCD 
• Third Place -   $ 1,000,00 XCD 

Register now to be a part of the joy and splendor of Christmas 2025.   
 

END.
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The Social Protection Board (SPB) is 
reaching out to the less fortunate in the 
several communities in the country to 
celebrate Independence with the deliv-
ery of food packages.
“As we celebrate our nation’s Inde-
pendence, the Social Protection Board 
proudly joins in the spirit of unity, grat-

itude, and service to our people. This 
year, in the true spirit of independence 
and compassion, our teams will be out 
in the communities distributing food 
packages to our beneficiaries, bring-
ing hope, comfort, and joy to homes 
across our beautiful nation,” a media 
release from the Board stated.

Manager of Operations at the SPB, 
Mary Baltimore extends sincere grat-
itude and thanks to the Minister of 
Social Transformation, Rawdon Turn-
er, whose vision and generosity have 
made this possible. “Minister Turner 
truly started Christmas in October! His 
unwavering support and leadership 
continue to inspire us all, reminding 
us that independence means not only 
freedom but also the power to uplift 

Social Protection Board delivers food packages 
to the vulnerable at Independence
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one another,” Baltimore noted.
The director of operations also ex-
pressed her appreciation to the staff of 
the SPB for their dedication and time-
less efforts, including working late 
into the night, to ensure that no family 
is left behind. “I say a heartfelt thank 
you. Your commitment and compas-
sion embody the true spirit of national 
service,” she added.
Baltimore also thanks Inspector Vel-
don Ragguette, who has been a ‘shoul-
der to lean on’ through every chal-
lenge. 
She expressed deepest appreciation 

to the sponsors whose generosity has 
made the distribution of food possible. 
The sponsors include;
Mega Distributor
Hutchinson
Royalton Hotel (Ms. Jeroma Andrew)
Sunny’s, and,
Mrs. Jessica Wrilly
“Your continued partnership and com-
munity spirit remind us that together, 
we can make a difference together, and 
we can build a stronger, more caring 
nation.

“As we celebrate this Independence 
season, let us remember that true free-
dom shines brightest when we extend 
our hands to lift others. Happy Inde-
pendence to one and all may our hearts 
remain united in service, compassion, 
and love for our country,” she con-
cluded.

484-4450 | Scotts Hill Road, Antigua

$2000
INSURANCE VOUCHER

FREE
PLATES, LICENSE &

REGISTRATION

BYD DOLPHIN

DOLPHIN $85,900
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Antiguans and Barbudans 
filled the pews of the West-
chester Methodist Church 
in the Bronx this past Sun-
day as they came together 
to give thanks for the many 
blessings that have fallen on 
the nation as it celebrates its 
44th anniversary of political 
Independence. 
Members of the Antigua 
and Barbuda diaspora in 
the New York area turned 
out in their numbers to hear 
the inspiring messages from 
members of the clergy, join-
ing in the worship by lift-
ing their voices in song and 
prayer for their nation. 
The sermon, delivered by 
Antiguan and Barbudan 
Rev. Dr. Lennox Pigott, 
brought the congregation’s 
attention to the various so-
cial ills affecting Antigua 
and Barbuda, likening them 
to significant mountains that 
stand in the way of achiev-
ing the nation’s full devel-
opment. Dr. Pigott, draw-
ing on his experience as a 
psychologist and minister, 
encouraged members of the 
diaspora to remain steadfast 
in their faith and their com-
mitment to nation building, 
considering the challenges 

being faced by the youth es-
pecially. 
“And so, the challenge this 
afternoon is for those who 
sit on the side and criticize. 
We have too many critics. 
Get up, grab a mountain 
and work on it,” he urged 
the congregation, encour-
aging those in leadership to 
ask pointedly of those Anti-
guans and Barbudans they 
encounter: “Are you getting 
involved in the affairs of 
our nation? Are you getting 
involved in the lives of the 
youth there?” 
Meanwhile, Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United 
Nations, Ambassador Wal-
ton Webson, used the theme 
of this year’s celebrations, 

Solid, Stable, Soaring, to 
reflect on the many gains 
that Antigua and Barbuda 
continue to make as a young 
nation.  He made note of the 
tireless efforts of Antiguans 
and Barbudans at home who 
continue to build a solid 
foundation for their coun-
try’s future development. 
Like Dr. Pigott, Ambassa-
dor Webson issued a stirring 
call for members of the di-
aspora to strengthen their 
engagement with the land of 
their birth. 
“To our diaspora, this is 
your moment too. Your 
homeland calls you home 
to opportunity. Your skills, 
your experience, your entre-
preneurship can accelerate 
the transformation already 
underway. The expansion of 

housing, tourism infrastruc-
ture, and small businesses 
opens doors for investment, 
family ventures, and corpo-
rate partnerships. There has 
never been a more promis-
ing time to reconnect, rein-
vest, and return,” Webson 
declared. 
Also offering prayers for the 
nation were other members 
of the Antigua and Barbuda 
clergy to include Rev. Dr. 
Freddie Mason, Rev. Elo-
ise Hill Challenger, Rev. Dr. 
Cheryl White-Lewis and 
Rev. F. Craig Henry. Rev. 
Stanley Charity rendered a 
solo, and playing their usu-
al role in the service, the 
Antigua and Barbuda Inter-
national Chorale under the 
direction of Dean Belgrave 
Pelle offered musical selec-
tions while the City South 
Steel Orchestra, led the con-
gregation in a joyful and 
melodious accompaniment 
of our patriotic songs. 
The celebration of Indepen-
dence continues with com-
munity events throughout 
the Northeast and concludes 
with the annual gala which 
will be held on 15th Novem-
ber paying special tribute to 
the iconic Burning Flames.

Diaspora urged to move from the sidelines to nation building 
during Independence Service in New York
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Antigua and Barbuda’s newest local 
brewery, Long Bay Brewing has an-
nounced its commitment to support-
ing Antigua and Barbuda’s culture and 
community by partnering with the An-
tigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority 
(ABTA) as the Gold Sponsor for Anti-
gua and Barbuda Art Week 2025.
The announcement took place at the 
brewery’s Long Bay location, where 
representatives from the Antigua and 
Barbuda Tourism Authority and Long 
Bay Brewing gathered to mark the 
partnership.
Following a tour of the brewery, Maria 
Blackman, Marketing Communica-
tions Manager at the Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority, said, “Some-
thing has definitely been brewing, and 
we are now so excited to finally reveal 
Long Bay Brewing as our Gold Spon-
sor for Antigua and Barbuda Art Week 
2025. This partnership feels like the 
perfect pairing between a proudly lo-
cal brand that is as bold and refreshing 
as the art and cultural expressions that 
will unfold during Art Week.”

Long Bay Brewing representative Cal-
bert Francis added, “We are thrilled 
to support an event that celebrates 
the creativity of our people. As a new 
brewery, this partnership allows us to 
connect with the community and con-
tribute to the growth of local culture.”
Antigua and Barbuda Art Week 2025 
takes place from November 26 – De-

cember 2, 2025, under the theme “Cul-
ture in Colour,”. The week will feature 
exhibitions, performances, art and cul-
ture bus tours, and immersive com-
munity activities across the country.  
For more information on the event, go 
to: www.visitantiguabarbuda.com

New brewing company supports ABTA’s cultural initiative

And I'm Dewey
Hi I'm Piper

http://www.visitantiguabarbuda.com/
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GOVERNMENT OF ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

 

Permanent Mission to the United Nations 
305 E. 47th Street, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 

Tel:  212-541-4117 

For Immediate Release 

Diaspora urged to move from the sidelines to nation building during Independence Service in 

28th October, 2025…  
 

Antiguans and Barbudans filled the pews of the Westchester Methodist Church in the Bronx this past 
Sunday as they came together to give thanks for the many blessings that have fallen on the nation as it 
celebrates its 44th anniversary of political Independence.  

Members of the Antigua and Barbuda diaspora in the New York area turned out in their numbers to 
hear the inspiring messages from members of the clergy, joining in the worship by lifting their voices 
in song and prayer for their nation.  

The sermon, delivered by Antiguan and Barbudan Rev. Dr. Lennox Pigott, brought the congregation’s 
attention to the various social ills affecting Antigua and Barbuda, likening them to significant 
mountains that stand in the way of achieving the nation’s full development. Dr. Pigott, drawing on his 
experience as a psychologist and minister, encouraged members of the diaspora to remain steadfast 
in their faith and their commitment to nation building, considering the challenges being faced by the 
youth especially.  

“And so, the challenge this afternoon is for those who sit on the side and criticize. We have too many 
critics. Get up, grab a mountain and work on it,” he urged the congregation, encouraging those in 
leadership to ask pointedly of those Antiguans and Barbudans they encounter: “Are you getting 
involved in the affairs of our nation? Are you getting involved in the lives of the youth there?”  

Meanwhile, Antigua and Barbuda’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Ambassador 
Walton Webson, used the theme of this year’s celebrations, Solid, Stable, Soaring, to reflect on the 
many gains that Antigua and Barbuda continue to make as a young nation.  He made note of the 
tireless efforts of Antiguans and Barbudans at home who continue to build a solid foundation for their 
country’s future development. Like Dr. Pigott, Ambassador Webson issued a stirring call for members 
of the diaspora to strengthen their engagement with the land of their birth.  

“To our diaspora, this is your moment too. Your homeland calls you home to opportunity. Your skills, 
your experience, your entrepreneurship can accelerate the transformation already underway. The 
expansion of housing, tourism infrastructure, and small businesses opens doors for investment, 
family ventures, and corporate partnerships. There has never been a more promising time to 
reconnect, reinvest, and return,” Webson declared.  

Also offering prayers for the nation were other members of the Antigua and Barbuda clergy to include 
Rev. Dr. Freddie Mason, Rev. Eloise Hill Challenger, Rev. Dr. Cheryl White-Lewis and Rev. F. Craig 
Henry. Rev. Stanley Charity rendered a solo, and playing their usual role in the service, the Antigua and 
Barbuda International Chorale under the direction of Dean Belgrave Pelle offered musical selections 
while the City South Steel Orchestra, led the congregation in a joyful and melodious accompaniment of 
our patriotic songs.  

The celebration of Independence continues with community events throughout the Northeast and 
concludes with the annual gala which will be held on 15th November paying special tribute to the iconic 
Burning Flames. 
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Should be between the ages of 18-27
Should be from the Constituency
Never married

The search for the next 

MISS ST JOHN’S RURAL
WEST

Is looking for
You

For  registration, Scan the QR Code below:

Under the Auspices of Senator Michael Joseph

Requirements:

Ms. Aaliyah Taylor: 1(268)780-5260
Ms. Eddenya Aska: 1(268)723–6093
Ms. Janelle Haynes: 1(268)776-6916

Until 16  November 2025th
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By Professor C. Justin Robinson 
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal, 
The UWI Five Islands Campus
As negotiators struggle to maintain 
the fragile ceasefire between Israel 
and Hamas, as tensions escalate over 
Venezuela’s disputed waters, and 
as great powers jostle for influence 
across the Pacific, an ancient warning 
echoes through the centuries. In 83 
AD, before Roman legions crushed 
Scottish resistance at Mons Graupius, 
the chieftain Calgacus reportedly de-
clared: “They create a desert and call 
it peace.” Whether Calgacus actually 
spoke these words or the Roman his-
torian Tacitus invented them matters 
less than their enduring truth. They 
describe a pattern that has persisted 
from Roman Britain to modern Iraq, 
from colonial Africa to contemporary 
Afghanistan: the powerful destroying 
in the name of order, then declaring 
victory over the ruins.
Calgacus described the Roman meth-
od with brutal clarity. The empire was 
driven by greed no territory could sat-
isfy. “Robbery, butchery, rapine, the 
liars call Empire,” he declared. And 
then: “They create a desert and call it 
peace.”  Rome claimed to bring civ-
ilization—Calgacus saw exploitation. 
Rome promised security—he saw sub-
jugation. Rome spoke of law and or-
der—he saw villages burned and pop-
ulations enslaved. The Romans would 

call their conquest pax Romana. Cal-
gacus saw only the desert left behind. 
The battle was a slaughter. Rome de-
clared victory and called it peace. Tac-
itus himself seemed sympathetic to the 
critique, perhaps because he had seen 
enough of empire to recognize the gap 
between its rhetoric and its reality.
The Modern Playbook
The pattern is remarkably consistent. 
A crisis emerges—real or manufac-
tured. Leaders declare that “something 
must be done.” Military action is pre-
sented as the only serious option, with 
diplomatic alternatives dismissed as 
appeasement or weakness. The inter-
vention will be quick, we’re assured. 
Technology will ensure precision. 
Democracy will flourish. Consider 
the record: In Iraq (2003), we were 
promised a swift victory and grateful 
liberation. Twenty years later, after 
4,400 American deaths, over 200,000 
Iraqi civilian casualties, and $2 trillion 
spent, the country remains fractured 
and unstable. In Libya (2011), NATO’s 
intervention to prevent a humanitarian 
crisis created a failed state that became 
a breeding ground for extremism and a 
hub for human trafficking. In Afghan-
istan (2001-2021), the longest war in 
American history ended with the Tali-
ban’s return to power, despite 176,000 
deaths and $2.3 trillion in costs. Yet 
each time, the same arguments resur-
face. Each time, we’re told this inter-
vention will be different.
The Language of Deception
The machinery of intervention requires 
careful language. We don’t bomb—we 
conduct “kinetic actions.” We don’t 
kill civilians—we create “collateral 
damage.” We don’t occupy—we “na-
tion-build.” These euphemisms serve 
a purpose: they make the unpalatable 
acceptable, the violent sanitary. This 
linguistic sleight of hand extends to 
how we frame choices. Military action 

becomes synonymous with “doing 
something,” while diplomacy, sanc-
tions, and international pressure are 
recast as “doing nothing.” This false 
binary—bomb or abandon—ignores 
the patient work of conflict resolution 
that, while less telegenic than missile 
strikes, often proves more effective.
The Desert Emerges
The desert doesn’t appear immedi-
ately. In the first flush of victory, with 
statues toppling and leaders declaring 
“mission accomplished,” the inter-
vention seems justified. But deserts 
grow in the aftermath. They manifest 
as power vacuums filled by extremists 
more brutal than those they replaced. 
As infrastructure destroyed in days 
that takes decades to rebuild. As gen-
erations radicalized by grief—a UN 
study found that 71% of recruits to ex-
tremist groups in Africa cited govern-
ment action, including the killing of a 
family member, as their primary mo-
tivation. The desert is Syria’s 13 mil-
lion refugees and internally displaced 
persons. It’s the 37 million people dis-
placed by America’s post-9/11 wars. 
It’s Yemen’s cholera epidemic amid 
bombardment, Somalia’s cycle of in-
tervention and chaos, the Sahel’s ex-
panding instability following Libya’s 
collapse.
When Intervention Might Be Justi-
fied
This critique shouldn’t obscure the 
genuine dilemmas faced by policy-
makers. Rwanda’s genocide in 1994, 
where 800,000 died as the world 
watched, haunts the internation-
al conscience. The siege of Saraje-
vo, the massacres in Darfur, the use 
of chemical weapons against civil-
ians—these horrors pose real moral 
challenges. Military intervention isn’t 
always wrong. The NATO interven-
tion in Kosovo arguably prevented 
ethnic cleansing. The UN intervention 

They Create a Desert and Call It Peace: Lessons from Two 
Millennia of Failed Interventions
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in Sierra Leone helped end a brutal 
civil war. The international coali-
tion against ISIS prevented genocide 
against the Yazidis. The question isn’t 
whether force should never be used, 
but whether we’ve honestly reckoned 
with its limitations and consequences. 
Too often, military action becomes the 
first resort rather than the last, driven 
more by domestic politics and the illu-
sion of control than by clear strategic 
thinking.
Breaking the Cycle
What would a different approach look 
like? First, it would require humility 
about military force’s ability to re-
shape complex societies. Second, it 
would demand serious investment in 
diplomatic capacity—the U.S. mil-
itary budget exceeds the State De-
partment’s by a factor of 15. It would 
mean strengthening international insti-
tutions rather than undermining them 
when convenient. It would require pa-
tience—accepting that some conflicts 
require generation-long engagement 
rather than election-cycle solutions. It 
would demand addressing root caus-
es: poverty, injustice, and governance 
failures that create conditions for con-
flict.
Most importantly, it would require 
honest accounting. When interven-
tions fail, we must acknowledge fail-
ure rather than rebranding it as suc-
cess. When we create refugees, we 
must accept responsibility rather than 
treating the crisis as someone else’s 
problem. When our actions radicalize 
populations, we must recognize our 
role rather than expressing surprise at 
the “inexplicable” hatred directed to-
ward us.
The Eternal Choice
Calgacus lost his battle against Rome. 
His warning, preserved ironically by 
his conquerors, outlasted their em-
pire. Today, as new crises emerge and 
familiar voices call for military solu-
tions, his words pose an uncomfort-
able question: Will we keep creating 
deserts and calling them peace? The 

pattern isn’t inevitable. We choose it, 
crisis by crisis, intervention by inter-
vention. We choose it when we accept 
false urgency over patient diplomacy, 
when we mistake destruction for res-
olution, when we prioritize the polit-
ically expedient over the morally nec-
essary.
Two millennia after Mons Graupius, 
the fundamental challenge remains 
unchanged: Can we resist the seduc-
tive simplicity of force and embrace 
the complex work of genuine peace? 
Or will future historians, surveying the 
deserts we leave behind, wonder why 
we never learned? The powerful have 
always dressed up conquest as libera-
tion, violence as order, domination as 
peace. The genius of the formulation 
is that it names both the act and the lie. 
Not just that Rome creates a desert, 
but that it calls it peace.
The answer lies not in ancient Scot-

land but in the choices we make today, 
tomorrow, and in every crisis to come. 
Each time we’re told that bombs will 
bring peace, we face Calgacus’s ques-
tion anew. Each time, we can choose 
differently. An updated version of Cal-
gacus’ words might be, they create 
deserts with members only oases and 
call it development.”
Prof. C. Justin Robinson, a Vincen-
tian and UWI graduate, holds a BSc in 
Management Studies, MSc in Finance 
and Econometrics, and PhD in Fi-
nance. With over 20 years at UWI, he 
has served in various leadership roles, 
including Dean and Pro Vice Chancel-
lor, Board for Undergraduate Studies. 
A Professor of Corporate Finance with 
extensive research publications, he is 
actively involved in regional financial 
institutions and is currently the Princi-
pal of  The UWI Five Islands Campus 
in Antigua and Barbuda. 
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NBA team the Miami HEAT, 
the Micky & Madeleine 
Arison Family Foundation 
and Carnival Corporation & 
plc have partnered to make 
a US$1 million donation to 
assist with expected recov-
ery efforts in Jamaica fol-
lowing Hurricane Melissa.
The donation was to Direct 
Relief, a humanitarian aid 
organisation with a stat-
ed mission to improve the 
health and lives of people 
affected by poverty or emer-
gencies—without regard to 
politics, religion, or ability 
to pay.
“Our hearts go out to the 
people of Jamaica,” said 
Eric Woolworth, President 
of The HEAT Group’s Busi-
ness Operations. “In Flor-
ida, we are all too familiar 
with the widespread devas-
tation caused by a Category 
5 storm. Direct Relief pro-
vides life-saving and ongo-
ing assistance, which is so 

critical as residents begin 
the long road to rebuilding 
their communities.”
“We’re sending thoughts of 
comfort and strength to our 
friends in Jamaica, whose 
warmth and hospitality have 
created unforgettable expe-
riences for so many of our 
guests and crew,” said Josh 
Weinstein, CEO of Carni-
val Corporation & plc. “Our 

connection to Jamaica runs 
deep, and we need to sup-
port its communities now 
more than ever. Donating to 
Direct Relief will help fund 
vital assistance to individu-
als and families whose lives 
have been upended by this 
devastating storm.”
A statement from the donors 
said, at Jamaica’s request, 
Direct Relief has prepared 

100 field medic packs for 
deployment. Each pack 
contains first-aid and triage 
supplies for front-line re-
sponders. Direct Relief has 
also shared its full medical 
inventory list with Jamai-
ca’s Ministry of Health and 
stands ready to dispatch ad-
ditional medicines and sup-
plies as needs are identified.
Among the medical items 
prepared for delivery are an-
tibiotics, field medic back-
packs, over-the-counter 
products, personal protec-
tive equipment, and medi-
cations to manage chronic 
diseases, as well as other 
critical items.
“Direct Relief is deeply 
grateful for the generosi-
ty of the Miami HEAT, the 
Micky & Madeleine Arison 
Family Foundation, and 
Carnival Corporation,” said 
Amy Weaver, CEO of Di-
rect Relief. (Jamaica Glean-
er)	

Regional News
Miami HEAT join in donating to Hurricane 

Melissa relief efforts

The Airports Authority of Ja-
maica (AAJ) says following a 
detailed assessment, a phased 
reopening of the island’s inter-
national airports and domes-
tic aerodromes is anticipated 
amid the passage of Hurricane 
Melissa.
AAJ says all airports remain 
closed at this time.
The authority says more will 
be communicated to the public 
later today. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Phased reopening of island’s airports anticipated 
following Melissa – AAJ
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The normal soundtrack that accompa-
nies Jamaican life is silent this morn-
ing as many have woken to no elec-
tricity.
About three-quarters of the island is 
without power and many parts of its 
western side are under water, with 
homes destroyed by strong winds af-
ter Hurricane Melissa tore across the 
island with catastrophic force.
As wind and rain lashed through the 
night, one local official said the de-
struction resembled “the scene of an 
apocalypse movie.”
With communications crippled, the 
true scale of the disaster remains un-
known. Prime Minister Andrew Hol-
ness declared the island a “disaster 
area” late Tuesday, warning of “devas-
tating impacts” and “significant dam-
age” to hospitals, homes and business-
es.
Although no deaths have yet been con-
firmed, Montego Bay’s mayor Richard 
Vernon told the BBC his first task at 
daybreak would be “to check if every-
body is alive.”
Hurricane Melissa, the strongest storm 
to strike Jamaica in modern history, 
barrelled across the country on Tues-
day, leaving behind a trail of ruin.
At its peak, the hurricane sustained 

winds of 298 km/h (185 mph) - stron-
ger than Hurricane Katrina, which 
devastated New Orleans in 2005 and 
killed 1,392 people.
“It resembled the scene of an apoca-
lypse movie”, an MP in western Ja-
maica told Kingston-based journal-
ist Kimone Francis of The Jamaica 
Gleaner.
Francis described the night as “stress-
ful” and “intense”, marked by relent-
less heavy wind and rain.
“You don’t have a connection. You 
can’t speak to the people you normal-
ly speak to,” she told the BBC World 
Service’s Newsday programme.
Across Jamaica’s central parishes, 
Francis said, floodwaters rose to the 
roofs of two-storey homes.
One anonymous woman told the BBC: 
“There is water coming in through the 
roof of my house. I am not okay.”
While no fatalities had been con-
firmed, Jamaica’s prime minister told 
CNN he feared “there would be some 
loss of life.” Damage, he said, was 
widespread - hitting hospitals, schools, 
homes and businesses.
Satellite image showing Hurricane 
Melissa approaching Jamaica in the 
Caribbean. The storm’s eye is clear-
ly visible, surrounded by dense white 

cloud bands. Jamaica is labelled near 
the centre, with Cuba to the northwest 
and Haiti to the northeast.
Local government minister Desmond 
Mckenzie said on Tuesday afternoon 
that the southwestern parish of St Eliz-
abeth was “under water”, with at least 
three families trapped in their homes 
in the community of Black River.
“Rescue teams are struggling to reach 
them because of the dangerous condi-
tions”, he said at a news conference.
Verna Genus was sheltering from the 
storm at her four bedroom home in the 
village of Carlisle, St Elizabeth, when 
the hurricane ripped the zinc roof off 
her house.
The 73-year-old vegetable farmer was 
in the house with her sons and baby 
grandchild when the hurricane made 
landfall over the area.
Verna has lost communications due to 
the power lines being down. But her 
UK-based sister, June Powell, spoke 
to the BBC about what happened.
“She was crying on the phone,” June 
said, adding: “You are huddled up 
inside and then you look up then the 
roof is gone. I have never heard her 
like that - she was wailing ‘we are all 
finished.’”
She is anxiously waiting for the com-
munications networks to be restored 
so she can talk to her sister.
St Elizabeth, known as Jamaica’s 
breadbasket, produces much of the is-
land’s produce. With crops submerged 
and fields destroyed, many farmers 
will struggle to financially recover.
On the north coast, Montego Bay - the 
heart of Jamaica’s tourism industry 
and home to its main airport - will also 
take time to get back on its feet. This 
hurricane has put a hand around the 
neck of the Jamaican economy.
Montego city was split in two by 
floodwaters, Mayor Vernon said. He 
told BBC Breakfast: “Once the wind 

Jamaicans wake to devastation as hurricane causes 
floods, power cuts and splits city in two
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subsided, we started to get a lot of 
heavy rain and that has led to massive 
floods right across the city. One side of 
the city is now cut off from the other 
due to roads being inundated by flood 
water.”
His immediate concern, he added, was 
simple: “Check if everybody is alive.”
In rural Jamaica, the storm has left 
people shaken. Tamisha Lee, presi-
dent of the Jamaica Network of Rural 
Women Producers, said: “Right now, 
what I’m seeing is heavy rain, power-
ful wind, a lot of things flying all over 
the place, and trees uprooted. There is 
no electricity. I am feeling anxious and 
tense. The damage will be enormous.”
Meteorologists said Hurricane Melis-
sa intensified at a speed rarely seen, its 
rapid strengthening fuelled by abnor-
mally warm Caribbean waters - part 
of a broader trend linked to climate 
change.
By the time it struck Jamaica, the storm 
had reached Category 5 strength, with 
gusts fierce enough to tear roofs from 
concrete homes, uproot trees and snap 
power poles.
Health officials even issued a crocodile 
warning, cautioning that floodwaters 
could drive the reptiles into residential 
areas.
For thousands of tourists caught on the 
island, the storm brought terror and 
uncertainty.
Graphic explaining the Saffir-Simpson 
scale of hurricane categories. Category 
one has peak sustained wind speeds of 
74 miles per hour and can cause mi-
nor damage and potential power out-
ages; category two above 96 miles per 
hour and can cause extensive damage 
to property; category three above 111 
miles per hour and even well-built 
homes will sustain major damage; cat-
egory four above 130 miles per hour 
and will cause severe damage to well-
build homes; and category five has 
wind speeds above 157 miles per hour 
and will destroy many buildings as 
well as cutting off communities.
“I’ve never heard anything like it,” 

said Pia Chevallier from Cambridge, 
who travelled to Jamaica with her 
15-year-old son on Saturday.
Speaking to BBC Radio 5 Live from 
her darkened hotel room, she said: 
“The glass in the windows and patio 
doors was all vibrating. The doors 
sounded like they were slamming, 
even though they were closed. It was 
horrendous.”
She added: “There’s debris everywhere 
- palm trees, coconuts, branches, all 
over the place. The big palm trees with 
all the roots are up. That’s how strong 
the winds have been.”
On the north coast, Wayne Gibson, a 
British tourist from Kent holidaying 
in Ocho Rios with his wife and two 
teenage daughters, told BBC Radio 4’s 

Today programme that they were shel-
tering in a communal hall.
Kyle Holmes from Bolton, visiting 
Lucea in the north west, described the 
hotel as “a disaster zone” and said he 
had no idea when they will be able to 
get home.
Hurricane Melissa had moved on 
to make landfall in Cuba by early 
Wednesday morning, leaving Jamai-
ca paralysed and silent. Though it has 
since weakened to a Category 3 hur-
ricane, it remains powerful with wind 
speeds of over 200km/h (124mph).
Jamaica has a catastrophe bond - a 
type of insurance for the country - 
which will hopefully allow people to 
get back on their feet, but the issue is 
what’s done in the interim. (BBC)

Regional News
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Authorities in the eastern 
Cuban province of Hol-
guín prepared to evacuate 
more than 200,000 people 
on Tuesday, in addition to 
a similar number moved 
to safety from the town of 
Banes ahead of the passage 
of Hurricane Melissa.
Reports on social media 
and state television showed 
blue-and-white buses ferry-
ing evacuees to shelter.
Families clutched babies 
and belongings, and elderly 
people steadied themselves 
with canes as they disem-
barked.
“This phenomenon is very 
dangerous,” Deputy Prime 
Minister Eduardo Martínez 
said in a statement from 
Banes, where he was locat-
ed in what appeared to be a 
shelter. “It is unprecedent-
ed,” he said of Hurricane 
Melissa.
Cuban President Miguel 
Díaz-Canel said every effort 
will be made to protect resi-
dents despite the fragility of 
the island’s economy.
In a televised address to 
the nation and wearing an 
olive-green uniform, Díaz-
Canel urged the population 
to not underestimate the 

power of the storm, calling 
it “the strongest ever to hit 
national territory.”
He asked residents to avoid 
bathing in swollen rivers 
and urged them not to leave 
evacuation sites “until the 
order has been given.”
“There will be a lot of work 
to do. We know there will be 
a lot of damage.”
In the Sierra Maestra moun-
tains in the province of San-
tiago de Cuba, people tell 
The Associated Press that 
they used all kinds of trans-
portation to evacuate from 
the most isolated areas, in-
cluding buses, trucks and 
even horse-drawn carts.
Some of those fleeing their 
residences in remote ar-
eas huddled into the home 
of 83-year-old Eduviges 
Figueroa at the foot of the 
Sierra Maestra mountains 
that was being used as a 
makeshift shelter.
“We’re helping as best we 
can,” she said. “Now I’m 
cooking for everyone.”
As of Tuesday, there were 
already some 20 people in 
her home. (Jamaica Glean-
er)

Cubans evacuate ahead of Hurricane Melissa, president 
urges citizens not to underestimate storm
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Hurricane Melissa was grinding across 
Cuba on Wednesday, weakening to a 
Category 2 storm, after pummelling 
Jamaica as one of the strongest Atlan-
tic hurricanes on record, the US Na-
tional Hurricane Center said.
Hundreds of thousands of people in 
Cuba had been evacuated to shelters.
A hurricane warning was in effect for 
Granma, Santiago de Cuba, Guantána-
mo, Holguin and Las Tunas provinces 
as well as the southeastern and central 
Bahamas.
Melissa had top sustained winds of 
105 mph (165 kph) and was moving 
north-northeast at 14 mph (22 kph), 
according to the National Hurricane 
Center in Miami.
The hurricane was centred 45 miles (70 
kilometres) northwest of Guantánamo, 
Cuba, and 205 miles (335 kilometres) 

south of the central Bahamas.
The agency warned that preparations 

for the storm in the Bahamas “should 
be rushed to completion.” (Jamaica 
Gleaner)

Hurricane Melissa makes landfall in Cuba 
after pummelling Jamaica
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At least 104 Palestinians were killed 
in a wave of Israeli strikes in Gaza on 
Tuesday night, the territory’s Hamas-
run health ministry says.
The Israeli military said it struck “doz-
ens of terror targets and terrorists” in 
response to violations by Hamas of the 
US-brokered ceasefire deal.
Israel’s defence minister accused 
Hamas of an attack in Gaza that killed 
an Israeli soldier, and of breaching the 
terms on returning deceased hostages’ 
bodies. Hamas said it had “no connec-
tion” to the attack and that Israel was 
trying to undermine the deal.
US President Donald Trump main-
tained “nothing” would jeopardise the 
ceasefire, but added that Israel should 
“hit back” when its soldiers were tar-
geted.
The Israeli strikes hit homes, schools 
and residential blocks in Gaza City 
and Beit Lahia in the north of Gaza, 
Bureij and Nuseirat in the centre, and 
Khan Younis in the south.
Witnesses in Gaza City described see-
ing “pillars of fire and smoke” rising 
into the air as explosions shook sever-
al residential areas.
Gaza’s health ministry said a total of 
104 people were killed, including 46 
children and 20 women, and that more 
than 250 others were injured.
Three women and a man who were 
pulled from the rubble of the al-Banna 
family’s home in the southern Sabra 
neighbourhood of Gaza City, accord-
ing to the Hamas-run Civil Defence 
agency.
In the urban Bureij refugee camp, five 
members of the Abu Sharar family 
were killed in a strike on their home in 
the Block 7 area, it said.
At Nasser hospital in Khan Younis, 
women gathered to mourn over the 
bodies of a mother, Bayan al-Shawaf, 
and her four children who were killed 
in a strike on a tent at a camp for dis-
placed families in the al-Mawasi area.

“What kind of world is this? Is this 
the ceasefire?” asked Bayan’s cousin, 
Umm Mohammed. “They [the chil-
dren] were sleeping. They were want-
ing to learn.”
The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said 
on Wednesday morning that it had “be-
gun the renewed enforcement of the 
ceasefire” after carrying out a series of 
strikes on what it described as “dozens 
of terror targets and terrorists”, includ-
ing at least 30 commanders of armed 
groups.
“The IDF will continue to uphold the 
ceasefire agreement and will respond 
firmly to any violation of it,” it added.
A brief statement put out by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
office on Tuesday evening said he had 
ordered the IDF to carry out “forceful 
strikes” on Gaza but did not specify 
his reasons.
However, his defence minister said 
Hamas had crossed “a bright red line” 
by launching an attack on Israeli sol-
diers in Gaza on Tuesday.
“Hamas will pay many times over for 
attacking the soldiers and for violating 
the agreement to return the fallen hos-
tages,” Israel Katz warned.
A map of Gaza showing the areas to 
which Israeli troops have withdrawn 
as set out in phase one of the cease-

fire plan. Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
troops have pulled out of the cities of 
Khan Younis, Deir al-Balah and Gaza 
City and all the land between them 
and along the coast. The shaded area 
shows Israeli troops remain in control 
of all areas within one to two miles 
of the border in the north and east of 
Gaza, and in the south all of Rafah re-
mains under Israeli control.
On Wednesday morning, the IDF an-
nounced that a reservist soldier, Mas-
ter Sergeant Yona Efraim Feldbaum, 
was killed.
A military source said the attack took 
place in the southern city of Rafah on 
the Israeli side of the so-called “Yellow 
Line”, which demarcates IDF-con-
trolled territory inside Gaza under the 
ceasefire deal.
Sgt Feldbaum was killed when one 
of the vehicles of an IDF engineering 
team that was dismantling an under-
ground tunnel route in Rafah was hit 
by fire from “terrorists in the area”, 
according to the source.
“A few minutes later, several anti-tank 
missiles were fired at another armoured 
vehicle belonging to the troops in the 
area. No injuries were reported,” they 
added.
Hamas insisted on Tuesday that it had 
“no connection to the shooting inci-

Israeli strikes in Gaza kill 104, health ministry says, after 
Hamas accused of killing soldier
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dent in Rafah”.
On Wednesday, the group stressed that 
it remained committed to the cease-
fire agreement and accused the Israel 
of seeking to undermine it with the 
strikes.
The US played down concerns that all-
out hostilities could resume.
On board Air Force One, President 
Trump told reporters: “As I under-
stand it, they took out, they killed an 
Israeli soldier. So the Israelis hit back 
and they should hit back.”
“Nothing is going to jeopardise” the 
ceasefire, he said. “You have to un-
derstand Hamas is a very small part 
of peace in the Middle East, and they 
have to behave.”
On Tuesday afternoon, Israel’s prime 
minister had pledged to take unspec-
ified “steps” against Hamas after the 
group handed over the previous day a 
coffin containing human remains that 
did not belong to one of the 13 de-
ceased hostages still in Gaza.
Netanyahu’s office said forensic tests 
showed they belonged to Ofir Tzarfa-
ti, an Israeli hostage whose body was 
recovered by Israeli forces in Gaza in 
late 2023, and that this constituted a 
“clear violation” of the ceasefire deal.
The IDF also released footage from a 
drone that it said showed Hamas op-
eratives “removing body remains from 
a structure that had been prepared in 
advance and burying them nearby” in 
eastern Gaza City on Monday.
“Shortly afterwards,” it added, the op-
eratives “summoned representatives 
of the Red Cross and staged a false 

display of discovering a deceased hos-
tage’s body.”
Hamas rejected what it called the 
“baseless allegations” and accused 
Israel of “seeking to fabricate false 
pretexts in preparation for taking new 
aggressive steps”.
The International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) later condemned 
what it called the “fake recovery”, 
saying it had attended the scene “at the 
request of Hamas” and “in good faith”.
It went on: “The ICRC team at this lo-
cation were not aware that a deceased 
person had been placed there prior to 
their arrival, as seen in the footage – in 
general, our role as neutral intermedi-
ary does not include unearthing of the 
bodies of the deceased.
“Our team only observed what ap-
peared to be the recovery of remains 
without prior knowledge of the cir-
cumstances leading up to it.
“It is unacceptable that a fake recovery 
was staged, when so much depends on 
this agreement being upheld and when 
so many families are still anxiously 
awaiting news of their loved ones.”
The ceasefire agreement brokered by 
the US, Egypt, Qatar and Turkey is 
supposed to implement the first stage 
of Trump’s 20-point Gaza peace plan.
It said Hamas would return its 48 liv-
ing and deceased hostages within 72 
hours of the ceasefire taking effect on 
10 October.
All 20 living Israeli hostages were re-
leased on 13 October in exchange for 
250 Palestinian prisoners and 1,718 
detainees from Gaza.

Israel has also handed over the bodies 
of 195 Palestinians in exchange for the 
bodies of the 13 Israeli hostages so far 
returned by Hamas, along with those 
of two foreign hostages - one of them 
Thai and the other Nepalese.
Eleven of the dead hostages still in 
Gaza are Israelis, one is Tanzanian, 
and one is Thai.
On Saturday, Hamas’s chief negotia-
tor Khalil al-Hayya said the group was 
facing challenges because Israeli forc-
es had “altered the terrain of Gaza”. 
He also said that “some of those who 
buried the bodies have been martyred 
or no longer remember where they 
buried them”.
However, the Israeli government in-
sists Hamas knows the locations of all 
the bodies.
Although the ceasefire deal appeared 
to acknowledge that Hamas might not 
be able to return all the deceased hos-
tages within the original timeframe, 
Trump warned the group on Saturday 
that it had to hand over those remain-
ing “quickly, or the other countries 
involved in this great peace will take 
action”.
All but one of the dead hostages still 
in Gaza were among the 251 people 
abducted during the Hamas-led attack 
on southern Israel on 7 October 2023, 
during which about 1,200 other people 
were killed.
Israel responded by launching a mili-
tary campaign in Gaza, during which 
more than 68,600 people have been 
killed, including more than 200 since 
the ceasefire took effect, according to 
the territory’s health ministry. (BBC)
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Messages in a bottle writ-
ten by two Australian sol-
diers in 1916 have been 
found more than a centu-
ry later on the country’s 
south-western coast.
The cheerful notes were 
penned just a few days 
into their voyage to join 
the battlefields of France 
during World War One.
One of the soldiers, Pte 
Malcolm Neville, told his 
mother that the food on 
board was “real good” and 
that they were “as happy 
as Larry”. Months later, he 
was killed in action at the 
age of 28. The other sol-
dier, 37-year-old Pte Wil-
liam Harley, survived the 
war and returned home.
The letters have been 
passed on to their descen-
dants, who have been 
stunned by the discovery.
The bottle was found ear-
lier this month on the re-
mote Wharton Beach, 
near Esperance in Western 
Australia, by local resi-
dent Deb Brown and her 
family.
She was visiting the beach 
with her husband and 
daughter on one of their 
regular quad bike trips to 
clear up litter, when they 
spotted a thick glass bot-
tle in the sand, she said on 
Tuesday.
“We do a lot of cleaning 
up on our beaches and 

so would never go past a 
piece of rubbish. So this 
little bottle was lying there 
waiting to be picked up,” 
Ms Brown told the Asso-
ciated Press news agency.
Though the paper was 
wet, both letters were still 
legible, so Ms Brown be-
gan tracking down the sol-
diers’ families in order to 
pass them on.
Ms Brown located Pte 
Neville’s great-nephew, 
Herbie Neville, by search-

ing for the soldier’s name 
and the town he was from 
online, as his mother’s ad-
dress was included in the 
note.
Mr Neville told ABC 
News the experience had 
been “unbelievable” for 
his family, especially for 
Marian Davies - Pte Nev-
ille’s niece - who remem-
bers her uncle leaving to 
go to war and never re-
turning.
The second letter, written 

by Pte William Harley, 
was addressed simply to 
whoever found the bottle. 
His mother had died years 
earlier.
Pte Harley’s granddaugh-
ter, Ann Turner, told ABC 
she and the soldier’s four 
other surviving grand-
children were “absolutely 
stunned” by the message.
“It really does feel like a 
miracle and we do very 
much feel like our grand-
father has reached out for 
us from the grave,” she 
said.
“I feel very emotional 
when I see that the other 
young man had a mother 
to write to, and that mes-
sage in the bottle was to 
his mother, whereas our 
grandfather long ago had 
lost his mother so he just 
writes it to the finder of 
the bottle.”
The bottle was thrown 
overboard “somewhere in 
the Bight”, Pte Harley’s 
letter said, referring to the 
Great Australian Bight 
off the country’s southern 
coast.
An oceanography pro-
fessor told ABC it may 
only have been in the wa-
ter for a few weeks be-
fore it landed at Wharton 
Beach, where it may have 
remained buried for 100 
years. (BBC)

Messages in a bottle from WWI soldiers 
found on Australian coast
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The US and South Korea have reached 
a broad trade deal, both countries have 
said following talks between their 
leaders.
South Korea’s presidential aide, Kim 
Yong-beom, said the two sides will 
reduce reciprocal tariffs from 25% to 
15%, as was agreed earlier this year.
South Korea will also invest $350bn in 
the US, including $200bn in cash in-
vestment and $150bn in shipbuilding, 
Kim said.
US President Donald Trump, who is 
currently on a week-long trip in Asia, 
said the deal was “pretty much final-
ised” at a dinner following the discus-
sions, which lasted almost two hours. 
He did not give further details.
“We had a tremendous meeting today 
with South Korea”, Trump said of his 
discussions with South Korean Presi-
dent Lee Jae Myung, adding that “a lot 
was determined”.
“We discussed some other things to do 
with national security et cetera. And I 
think we came to a conclusion on a lot 
of very important items.”
Both sides had played down the 
prospect of a breakthrough ahead of 
Wednesday’s talks - disappointing 
many in South Korea’s electronics, 

chip and auto industries, which had 
been hoping for some clarity amidst 
the tariff chaos.

Trump had slapped a tariff rate on 
Seoul of 25% earlier this year - which 
Lee managed to negotiate down to 
15%, after Seoul said it would invest 
$350bn in the US and buy $100bn 
worth of liquified natural gas.
But the White House later increase its 
demands as part of the trade talks, with 
Trump pushing for cash investments 
in the US.
Both countries have historically been 
key allies - but tensions spiked after 
hundreds of South Koreans were de-
tained in an immigration raid in the 
US last month.
Trump will next meet his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping in on Thurs-
day on the sidelines of a summit of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(Apec) which is taking place in Gyeo-

S Korea announces lowering of tariffs as part 
of new US trade deal
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ngju.
China’s foreign ministry has confirmed 
the meeting, which will take place in 
the city of Busan on Thursday, a short 
flight away from Gyeongju.
The US president said on Wednesday 
that he was “looking forward” to the 
meeting.
“We’ve been talking a lot over the last 
month and I think we’re going to have 
something that’s gonna be very, very 
satisfactory to China and to us.”
This will be the two leaders’ first face 
to face meeting since Trump assumed 
office in 2025 and imposed tariffs on 
every country in the world.
Addressing a group of CEOs in Gyeo-
ngju on Wednesday, Trump said that 
he believes the US is “going to have a 
deal” with China and it will be “a good 
deal for both”.
He also praised the Apec countries 
for making the global trading system, 
which he said had been “broken” and 
“in urgent need of reform”, fairer.
“Economic security is national secu-
rity,” Trump says. “That’s for South 
Korea, that’s for any country.”
Ahead of Wednesday’s talks with 
President Lee, Trump had been greet-

ed by an honour guard and gifts that 
included a golden crown.
“I’d like to wear it right now,” Trump 
had said of the crown.
He also received the Grand Order of 
Mugunghwa, South Korea’s highest 
decoration.
He’s the first US president to receive 
the award, which was given “in recog-
nition of his contribution to peace on 
the Korean Peninsula”, the South Ko-
rean presidential office said.
Both leaders took part in a working 
lunch - which was followed by a pri-
vate meeting in the afternoon.
Trump’s arrival in South Korea had 
been preceded by North Korea test-fir-
ing surface-to-air cruise missiles.
The US president had expressed in-
terest in meeting North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un but noted on Wednesday 
that his team had been unable to ar-
range this during his trip.
Noting the long-standing tensions be-
tween North and South Korea, Trump 
said “we will see what we can do to 
get that all straightened out”.
And outside the summit venue where 
both leaders were meeting, a small an-
ti-Trump group of protesters gathered 

on Wednesday afternoon, with some 
shouting anti-Trump slogans. Police 
could be seen forcibly dispersing the 
crowd and arresting some people.
However, hundreds more attended a 
pro-Trump rally - including those who 
shouted anti-Chinese rhetoric - that 
also took place close to the summit 
venue.
Anti-Chinese sentiment in South Ko-
rea has also grown steadily in recent 
years. Chinese interference became a 
common trope in conspiracy theories 
about former South Korean president 
Yoon Suk Yeol.
During his trip to Japan on Tuesday, 
the US president signed an agreement 
on rare earth minerals with Tokyo, as 
well as a document heralding a new 
“golden age” of US-Japan relations. 
This reiterated the commitment of 
the two countries to implement deals 
struck earlier, including the 15% tariff 
deal negotiated earlier this year.
Prior to that, he attended a gathering 
of South East Asian leaders, known as 
Asean, in Malaysia. There he presided 
over a “peace deal” between Thailand 
and Cambodia, whose longstanding 
border dispute erupted into open con-
flict in July. (BBC)
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Less than a week after Mi-
ami Heat guard Terry Rozier 
was arrested as part of an 
FBI gambling probe, devel-
opments continue to emerge 
from the ongoing case.
On Wednesday, the South 
Florida Sun Sentinel con-
firmed through multiple 
NBA sources that Rozier’s 
$26.6 million salary for the 
coming season, the final 
season on his contract, will 
be placed in escrow by the 
NBA.
The first of 24 installments 
of Rozier’s salary is due this 
week, at $1.1 million.
An NBA source told the 
Sun Sentinel that the move 
with Rozier’s salary does 
not include, at the moment, 
commensurate salary-cap 
or luxury-tax relief for the 
Heat.
Without such relief, the 
Heat remain without the 
necessary space below the 
punitive NBA luxury tax to 
sign a replacement player.
Word of the NBA’s move 
with Rozier’s salary came 
in the wake of comments 
by Rozier’s attorney that the 
arrest was a sham.
In addition, Rozier has been 
linked to an IRS lien on his 
Broward property that his 
attorney said now has been 
resolved.
On Tuesday, Jim Trusty, the 
attorney for Rozier, lashed 
out at federal prosecutors 
about his client’s arrest.
In an interview on Fox News 
Channel’s The Will Cain 

Show, Trusty prefaced his 
responses by saying, “Well, 
look, I don’t want to try ev-
ery little nugget in front of 
the TV set.”
But Rozier’s attorney then 
drew a line when asked 
about Rozier pulling him-
self from a Charlotte Hor-
nets game in 2023, with 
wagers on “under” totals 
on Rozier from that game 
leading to Rozier’s friend 
De’Niro Laster purported-
ly taking proceeds from the 
disclosure to Rozier’s home 
to be counted.
“Let me just tell you,” 
Trusty said, “Terry Rozier 
had a $100 million contract 
and a big shoe endorsement. 
This indictment actually 
suggests that he faked the 

injury, which is absurd. Peo-
ple knew about it. Medical 
people knew about it. Staff 
knew about it. Friends knew 
about it. This was a guy who 
was banged up after a long 
82-game season. The Hor-
nets are out of the playoffs. 
So he and others were tell-
ing the Hornets coaching 
staff, time to sit him, man. 
It’s a waste.
“And so when he sat that 
game and the next five or six 
games to end the season, he 
actually lost money. I mean, 
it’s so contradictory to this 
kind of sexy gambling story. 
He lost money on his shoe 
contract because he didn’t 
play enough games because, 
like a lot of NBA starters, by 
game 70, he’s got all sorts of 
issues.

“In this case, it was his foot. 
It was a chronic injury. It was 
just going to get worse if he 
played for no reason. So he 
took himself out. And I’m 
not here to defend De’Niro 
or anybody else in the in-
dictment. There’s a bunch 
of people Terry doesn’t even 
know if he could pick him 
out of a lineup.”
Adding to questions about 
Rozier’s financial state is 
an ESPN report that the IRS 
filed the $8,218,211 federal 
income tax lien in Broward 
County where Rozier has a 
residence, against Rozier 
in November 2023. The 
Associated Press reported 
Wednesday that issue has 
been resolved.

NBA to place salary of Heat’s Terry Rozier 
in escrow, with lien surfacing; attorney 

calls gambling arrest ‘absurd’
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CC Women’s World Cup, Guwa-
hati
South Africa 319-7 (50 
overs):  Wolvaardt 169 (143); Ec-
clestone 4-44
England 194 (42.3 overs):  Sciv-
er-Brunt 64 (76); Kapp 5-20
South Africa won by 125 runs
Scorecard
Dismal England were knocked 
out of the Women’s World Cup 
after a thumping 125-run defeat 
by South Africa in the semi-final.
Laura Wolvaardt played one of the 
great one-day innings with 169 from 
143 balls at the top of the order as 
the Proteas, who lost to England in 
the previous two World Cup semis, 
posted an imposing 319-7 in Guwa-
hati.
Faced with a record chase in a 
knockout game, England suffered a 
horror start as they slumped to 1-3 
with Amy Jones, Tammy Beaumont 
and Heather Knight all falling for 
ducks.
Jones and Knight were both bowled 
by a fired-up Marizanne Kapp and 
Beaumont was caught behind off 
Ayabonga Khaka, but Nat Sciv-
er-Brunt and Alice Capsey steadied 
the innings with a composed stand 
of 105.
The pressure of the chase mounted 
and Capsey fell shortly after reach-
ing her first ODI fifty before Kapp 
delivered again, all-but confirming 
South Africa’s win with the wicket 
of England’s captain for 64.

The star all-rounder then added So-
phia Dunkley and Charlie Dean to 
her tally to finish with a sensation-
al 5-20 as England finished 194 all 
out.
England batted poorly but they did 
little wrong in the field; they were 
at the mercy of Wolvaardt’s majes-
tic and chanceless innings.
She timed her knock and South Af-
rica’s total to perfection. After 40 
overs, they were 202-5 with Wol-
vaardt on 101, before an astonish-
ing acceleration saw 117 runs pum-
melled from the last 10.
Sophie Ecclestone was the pick of 

England’s bowlers with 4-44 de-
spite her shoulder injury - she took 
two wickets in one over when South 
Africa slipped from 116-0 to 119-3.
But England struggled to keep hold 
of the momentum as Kapp scored 
a counter-attacking 42, and despite 
another three quick wickets falling, 
Wolvaardt started her onslaught 
with crucial support from Chloe 
Tryon’s 33 not out.
South Africa will face either India 
or Australia in their first World Cup 
final on Sunday, with those two 
teams playing in Navi Mumbai on 
Thursday.

Wolvaardt and Kapp power South Africa 
into the World Cup Final

https://www.bbc.com/sport/cricket/scorecard/e-228854


WEDNESDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2023

Editor: Everton Barnes. Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua 
(268) 562-4989 Editorials and Reporting: evertonbarnes55@gmail.com; advertising: Sales@pointville.ag. 

A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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The Antigua and Barbu-
da Table Tennis Associa-
tion (ABTTA) staged its 
Pre-Independence Table 
Tennis Open on Saturday, 
October 25, at the Multi-
purpose Cultural & Ex-
hibiton Centre. The event 
served as a tune-up for 
the upcoming ANOCES 
Table Tennis Champion-
ships to be held in Grena-
da from November 7–9.
Emerging as the standout 
performer of the evening 
was Mekhi Simmons, 
who dominated both the 
U19 and Open categories, 
displaying exceptional 
control and composure 
in front of an enthusiastic 
crowd.
In the U19 Final, Sim-
mons defeated Emman-
uel Stout in straight sets, 
11–7, 11–4, 11–4. He re-
turned to the table later 
in the night to claim the 
Open title, overcoming 
Sandra Joseph 11–8, 11–
9, 9–11, 11–2, in a thrill-
ing final that showcased 
power, patience, and pre-
cision.
The event attracted a 
competitive field of 
young and senior players 
alike, reinforcing ABT-
TA’s commitment to pro-

viding regular match-play 
opportunities for all levels 
of players under its Nex-
Gen Ping Pong Develop-
ment Program.
Speaking after the tourna-
ment, ABTTA President 
commended the players 
for their spirit and deter-
mination:

“This event highlights the 
growing enthusiasm for 
table tennis across An-
tigua and Barbuda. Our 
goal is to ensure that ev-
ery player—from school 
beginners to national ath-
letes—has the opportuni-
ty to compete, improve, 
and enjoy the sport.”

The Association now 
turns its attention to pre-
paring the national team 
for the ANOCES Cham-
pionships, where Antigua 
and Barbuda will aim to 
build on the positive mo-
mentum gained from re-
cent domestic and region-
al competitions.

Simmons Captures a Double at Pre-Independence 
Table Tennis Open
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