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Major symposium on Cancer
care slated for weekend
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Antigua and Barbuda proudly celebrated its National Day at World Expo 2025 in Osaka, Japan
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SLBMC presents its speakers for this weekend’s
Multi-Disciplinary Cancer Symposium

The Sir Lester Bird Medical Cen-
tre is highlighting the speakers who
will present papers at this weekend’s
Multi-Disciplinary Cancer Sympo-
sium, taking place at the Sandals Anti-
gua Grande and Resort and Spa.

SLMMC Marketing and Communica-
tions Manager, Salma Crump said the
aim of the Multi-Disciplinary Cancer
Symposium is to bring together local,
regional, and international experts
across different fields of cancer care
to:

» Share the latest advances in cancer
prevention, screening, diagnosis,
treatment, and patient support.

» Encourage collaboration between
oncologists, surgeons, urologists,
gynecologists, radiologists, nurs-
es, and allied health professionals.

» Highlight innovations that can be
adapted to the Caribbean context
for more effective and accessible
cancer care.

» Strengthen patient-centered ap-
proaches in communication, equi-
ty, and treatment.

» Build capacity by providing edu-
cation and networking opportuni-
ties for healthcare teams.

The confirmed speakers for the one-
day event include;

Dr. Anesa Ahamad, Radiation On-

cologist, who will present on Breast
Cancer Advances: Safer, More Acces-
sible, More Precise Treatment in our
Region — an important look at how
new approaches are improving care,
expanding access, and bringing hope
to patients and families across the
Caribbean.

Dr. Jonathan Makanjuola, Con-
sultant Urologist, who will present
on The Use of Prostate Cancer Al in
the Caribbean to Enhance Quality
of Decision-Making & Up-to-Date
Care — a timely and innovative topic
highlighting how artificial intelligence
can transform prostate cancer treatment
and improve patient outcomes across
the region.

Dr. Hanybal Yazigi, Oncologist at Sir
Lester Bird Medical Centre. His pre-

sentation, Breaking the News, Building
the Bond: Innovation in Patient-Cen-
tered Communication, will explore
practical and innovative approaches
to one of the toughest parts of oncol-
ogy—delivering difficult news with
compassion while building stronger,
more trusting bonds with patients and
families.

Dr. Cherie Tulloch, Obstetrician-Gy-
necologist at Sir Lester Bird Medical
Centre and Antigua and Barbuda Chair
of the Cervical Cancer Elimination
Program. Her presentation, Closing
the Gap: Advancing Cervical Screen-
ing Equity in the Caribbean, will focus
on strategies to ensure every woman—
regardless of background—has access
to life-saving screening and care, and
how the region can move closer to
eliminating cervical cancer.

Dr. Michelle Reece-Mills, Pediatric
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Oncologist/Hematologist. Her presen-
tation, “Presentation and Management
of Pediatric Cancer — The Highs
and Lows,” will provide an in-depth
look at the challenges and successes
in diagnosing and treating childhood
cancers, offering valuable insights for
both clinicians and caregivers.

STATE INSURANCE

Samantha Moitt, RDN, MPH, Chief
Nutrition Officer at the Ministry of
Health. Her session, “The Role of
Nutrition in Cancer Prevention,” will
explore how diet and lifestyle choices
play a powerful role in reducing cancer
risk and supporting overall health.
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Antigua and Barbuda Calls for Justice, Peace, and
Practical Reform at UN General Assembly

Prime Minister the Gaston
Browne addressed the Gen-
eral Debate of the 80th Ses-
sion of the United Nations
General Assembly, urging a
return to the UN Charter’s
core principles and a deci-
sive global response to the
climate crisis, unsustainable
debt, and widening inequal-
ities.

Speaking “as a small mi-
cro state on the frontline of
a climate crisis,” the Prime
Minister warned that retreat
from multilateralism and
disregard for human rights
signal “a pivotal moment
for humanity.” He called for
compassion, solidarity, jus-
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tice and law to guide inter-
national action.

On climate, the Prime
Minister advocated a just
and orderly energy transi-
tion that caps, then fairly
phases down and ultimate-
ly phases out fossil fuels;
a fair carbon levy on the
heaviest emitters; predict-
able, front-loaded finance
from the Loss and Damage
Fund; and reforms so the
most vulnerable can access
affordable capital before di-
sasters strike. He reiterated
Antigua and Barbuda’s call
for full adoption of the Mul-
tidimensional Vulnerabili-
ty Index (MVI), long-tenor

concessional lending with
climate-resilient debt claus-
es, and local-currency lend-
ing windows.

The Prime Minister outlined
ocean priorities—combat-
ing illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing, tack-
ling plastics and pollution,
scaling blue-carbon finance,
strengthening maritime do-
main awareness—and reaf-
firmed support for a mor-
atorium on seabed mining
“until independent science
proves no serious harm.”

Underscoring the rule of
law, he referenced Ilegal
clarity secured at ITLOS
and the ICJ on climate ob-
ligations and affirmed that if
major emitters will not act
in line with science, affected
states must retain the right
to seek lawful remedies.
He also backed UN reforms
to give SIDS a structured
voice on climate-related se-
curity risks at the Security
Council.

The Prime Minister ad-
dressed global peace and se-
curity challenges—calling
for the release of Israeli hos-
tages; condemning geno-

Claim Your Keys.
Secure Your Land.

cide and forced removals
in Gaza; urging a two-state
solution; pressing for diplo-
macy in Ukraine; proposing
a single, Haitian-led plan
with one Security Council
mandate and one transparent
Haiti Fund; insisting count-
er-narcotics operations re-
spect sovereignty and law;
and urging normalization of
relations with Cuba, includ-
ing removal from “State
Sponsor of Terrorism” lists.

On global health, he cham-
pioned a UN resolution
recognizing mental health
as essential to develop-
ment, building on an OAS
hemispheric resolution, and
called for urgent action on
non-communicable diseas-
es, which are the leading
causes of death in the Carib-
bean.

“If this world is truly
better together,” the Prime
Minister concluded, “let us
be accountable together—
to all nations, to future
generations, and to those
against whom power is
wielded.”
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Antigua and Barbuda celebrates National Day
at Expo 2025 in Osaka
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Antigua and Barbuda delegation and japan delegation at gift exchage cermony
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The twin-island nation of Antigua
and Barbuda proudly celebrated
its National Day at World Expo
2025 in Osaka, Japan on Septem-
ber 28 with a ceremonial flag-rais-
ing event, followed by a vibrant
cultural performance under the
theme ‘Wadadli, Wa’Omoni — The
Pearls of the Caribbean’.

The showcase captured the spirit
of Antigua and Barbuda through
music, dance, and storytelling.
From the pulsating rhythms of
African-inspired drumming and
dance to the infectious energy of
Carnival and Soca, the perfor-
mance unfolded as a tapestry of
heritage and celebration. With
Director of Culture Khan Cordice
on the steelpan, Antigua Carnival
Soca Monarch Tian Winter pro-
viding the vocals, and the Antigua
and Barbuda Cultural Group of
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Antlgua and Barbuda

Antigua and Barbuda cultural performers

dancers led by Thyana Sebastian,
audiences were captivated by a
dynamic fusion of sound, move-
ment, and emotion.

The Antigua and Barbuda Dele-

gation was led by the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, E.P. Chet Greene,
who delivered remarks at the of-
ficial ceremony, expressing grati-
tude for the opportunity to partici-
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pate in Expo 2025.
“This Expo, under the theme ‘De-

signing  Future  Society for
Our Lives,” aligns perfectly
with our national ethos,” said
Minister Greene. “Our pavilion,
themed ‘Saving Lives,’ showcases
our dedication to environmental

preservation, socio-cultural
richness, and economic
innovation. As we celebrate

Antigua and Barbuda’s National
Day, let us remember that we are
all connected by a shared dream: a
future of peace, sustainability, and
mutual respect.”

Representing the Government of
Japan, Mr. Ito Yoshitaka, Minis-
ter in charge of World Expo 2025,
speaking through an interpreter,
reaffirmed Japan’s commitment
to strengthening bilateral relations
with Antigua and Barbuda and to
upholding shared values. He ex-
pressed hope that the Expo will
continue to deepen ties between
both nations.

Since opening its pavilion in April,
Antigua and Barbuda has already

attracted close to one million vis-
itors an extraordinary demonstra-
tion of global interest in the na-
tion’s story and culture.

“Being a part of Japan Expo
2025 is a historic moment for
our twin-island state. The admi-
ration for Antigua and Barbuda
was overwhelmingly heartfelt,”
said Javier Jacobs, Commissioner
General for Antigua and Barbuda
at Expo Japan, and lead represen-
tative for the Antigua and Barbuda
Tourism Authority.

“Our participation at Expo 2025
is not only about showcasing our
heritage and creativity but heavily
focusing on strengthening inter-
national friendships and opening
doors to new opportunities for
cultural exchange, investment and
partnership towards sustainable
initiatives and tourism growth for
mutual benefit,” said Jacobs.

World Expo 2025, continues in
Osaka, Japan until October 13,
2025.
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Senior media managers represented Antigua
and Barbuda at seminar in China
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The People’s Republic of China con-
tinues to extend a hand of friendship
to those countries which have signed
on to participate in its ‘Belt and Road’
initiative announced twelve years ago
by President Xi Jinping.

A two-week seminar for senior media
managers from Belt and Road coun-
tries concluded in Beijing last week
with three representatives from Anti-
gua and Barbuda among the approx-
imately thirty media practitioners in
attendance. The representatives were
Garfield Burford of Antigua and Bar-
buda Broadcasting Service (ABS),
Everton Barnes of the Communica-
tions Unit of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Point Ville Communica-
tions and Kerrio Adams of WTP Ra-
dio.

The seminar was a mixture of class-
rooms sessions and field visits to cul-
tural sites highlighting China’s long
and rich history. On the field trips, the
media personnel saw first-hand the
advances being made in greenhouse
technology and aquaponics; a vineyard
and winery established on lands that
were first mined and left abandoned as
well as being exposed to the advances
in desert control and reversal and the
field trips concluded with a visit to the
Great Wall of China.

The classrooms sessions focused on

China’s advances in adopting new
technologies such as 5G-A and Al in
its media enterprises.

It was clear from the workshop that
China is prepared to extend a helping
hand to developing countries, particu-
larly those that have signed on to the
Belt and Road Initiative.

At both the opening and closing cer-
emonies, the senior Chinese officials
who attended stressed the theme of
‘shared development’ between China
and these countries.

While Antigua and Barbuda was the

only Caribbean country represented
at the seminar, it drew attendees from
Eastern Europe, (Turkey and Roma-
nia), and from Africa with represen-
tatives from South Sudan, Cameroon,
Ghana, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Zimbabwe
and South Africa in attendance.

The Belt and Road Initiative, also
known in China as the One Belt One
Road and sometimes called the New
Silk Road, is a global infrastructure
and economic development strategy
launched by the government of the
People’s Republic of China in 2013.




WEDNESDAY 15T OCTOBER 2025

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA
ANNIVERSARY
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2025 INDEPENDENCE

SCHEDULE
OF EVENTS

SATURDAY 25 OCT

- NATIONAL SCHOOLS' PANORAMA
ANTIGUA PORT AUTHORITY PARKING LOT
5:00PM

SUNDAY 26 OCT

= INDEPENDENCE CHURCH SERVICE
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH CREEKSIDE
4:00PM

MONDAY 27-29 OCT

- NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE
BUSINESS DECOR COMPETITION

MONDAY 27 OCT

- NATIONAL HEROES DAY

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY
HEROQES PARK- SIR SYDNEY WALLINGS HIGHWAY
10:00 AM

TUESDAY 28 OCT

- FESTIVAL OF CHOIRS
ST. ANTHONY'S SECONDARY SCHOOL
8:00PM

WEDNESDAY 29 OCT

- SCHOOLS' INDEPENDENCE PROGRAMS
SCHOOLS ACROSS THE STATE

- GOLDEN AGE CELEBRATIONS
VARIOUS COMMUNITIES IN ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

- THEATRICAL PRESENTATION

“WADADLI ROOTS"
7:30PM (TBC)

THURSDAY 30 OCT

= NATIONAL YOUTH RALLY &:30AM

- CHEERLEADING COMPETITION 11:30aM
SIR VIVIAN RICHARDS STADIUM

= INDEPENDENCE CALYPSO COMPETITION
JACK IDLE
8:00PM

FRIDAY 31 0CT

- NATIONAL DRESS DAY
- NATIONAL FLAG DAY

- UNCHARTERED WATERS
JOHN E ST. LUCE BUILDING
8:00PM

SATURDAY 01 NOV

- INDEPENDENCE FLAG CEREMONY
BARBUDA
9:00AM

-> NATIONAL FOOD FAIR
SIR VIVIAN RICHARDS STADIUM
10:00AM UNTIL

= INDEPENDENCE CEREMONIAL

PARADE & NATIONAL AWARDS
SIR VIVIAN RICHARDS STADIUM
5:30PM

MONDAY 03 NOV

- BURNING FLAMES HIGHWAY

TRAFFIC JAM
BURNING FLAMES HIGHWAY
{TIME TBC)

- BARBUDA DAY ACTIVITIES (TBC)

Ant |'_:J va Barbuda

\' FESTIVALS
\ COMMISSION
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The UWI Five Islands Reaffirms Commitment to Student Safety
UWI FIC Media Release

The University of the West
Indies (UWI) Five Islands
Campus has learned of a let-
ter published by an online
media house which mis-
represents the handling of
a medical event involving
one of our students which
occurred on Monday 29
September 2025. The letter
alleges a lack of response
by the lecturer to a seizure
that occurred during a class
session. The safety and
well-being of our students
is our highest priority. We
want to address concerns
raised about the alleged in-
cident.

The student referenced is
well known to the Campus
having declared a medical
condition from the point of
admission and the Campus
has worked closely with the
student and family to estab-
lish appropriate accommo-
dations. These accommoda-
tions include the presence of
a family member either in-
side or just outside the class-
room during the student’s
lectures and tutorials. In
the incident on Monday, the
student’s relative was pres-
ent and responded swiftly
to provide support, ensuring

FIVE ISLANDS
CAMPUS

that the student was taken to
the campus medical station
where we have qualified
personnel on standby.

The student is currently in a
better condition and we re-
main committed to giving
our support. The lecturer
also discussed with students
of the class who witnessed
the event and the campus
has also made provisions
through the campus coun-
sellor’s office to assist any
student that is affected by
such events on campus.

The Five Islands Campus
Medical Station is staffed
by qualified nurses on shifts
from 8:30 am to 8:30 pm
daily. Faculty members, the
Campus Medical Station,
and the Campus Registrar’s
Office are all aware of stu-
dents with declared health
conditions and there are ac-
commodations put in place
to ensure their well-being.
This system has been tested,
and as in Monday’s case,
worked as intended.

It is deeply regrettable that

Open Daily -
12:00pm - 10:30pm

N

there was the publication
of misleading information
without verifying facts with
the Campus or the family
involved. The family has
reaffirmed to the Campus
their gratitude for the ac-
commodations made. They
noted that the Five Islands
Campus has been extremely
supportive of the student in
spite of the declared medi-
cal condition. The family
has also expressed outrage
that the student’s health cir-
cumstances have been used
in this way to create public
mischief.

The UWI Five Islands Cam-

pus will continue to work
in supporting students and
staff in all circumstances.
We maintain extensive pro-
tocols for responding to de-
clared illnesses, providing
accommodations at the time
of admission, and activating
emergency services for any
emergent cases involving
staff or students.

We remain proud of the
safe and caring environment
that has been established at
The UWI Five Islands and
reaffirm our commitment to
safeguarding the well-being
of our campus community.
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The UWI FIC to Launch Ocean-Themed Art Walk

The University of the West Indies Five
Islands Campus will launch its new-
est initiative that combines Caribbean
art with environmental advocacy fo-
cused on ocean conservation and the
blue economy. “Voices of the Ocean:
Art Walk”, a collaboration with sev-
eral non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) will feature four large-scale
sculptures and one mural installed
across the campus’ grounds. Each art-
work will incorporate reclaimed coast-
al materials including ocean plastics,
glass and fishing line.

The initiative aims to highlight ma-
rine conservation while highlighting
opportunities in the blue economy —
sustainable use of ocean resources for
economic growth.

Principal of The UWI Five Islands
Campus, Professor C. Justin Robinson
said the art walk reflects the campus’
commitment to combining education
with community engagement on crit-
ical environmental issues affecting the
region. “As the campus expands our
focus on the blue economy as well as

addressing the challenges of climate
change, we see this project as a way
of bringing these concepts to the com-
munity in an engaging way with our
partners.

The sculptures will be created through
partnerships with local environmental
organizations, including the Antigua
and Barbuda Environment Founda-
tion, Environmental Awareness Group,
Elkhorn Marine Conservancy, Antigua
and Barbuda Ocean Trust, Good Hu-
mans 268 and the Barbuda Council.

Renee Cooper, the project’s conceptu-
al lead and a climate advocate, noted
the importance of the ocean to our is-
lands and the region. “The ocean is not
only central to our identity but also to
our future,” she said. “The Blue Econ-
omy represents one of the greatest op-
portunities for Antigua and Barbuda
and the wider Caribbean.”

Cooper said the project demonstrates
how environmental protection inter-
sects with cultural and economic de-
velopment in the Caribbean. “Through
Voices of the Ocean, we are transform-

ing that opportunity into something
visible and lasting — art that speaks
to who we are, how we live with the
sea, and how innovation can drive re-
silience,” she said.

Each participating organization will
collaborate with artists to ensure the
sculptures reflect their conservation
missions, organizers said. The trail
will be free and open to the public. The
Five Islands Campus will make the art
walk accessible to both students and
community members.

The project is currently seeking Ca-
ribbean sculptors to submit proposals
for the four sculptures. They also are
inviting corporate sponsors to “adopt”
individual artworks.

The initiative represents part of The
UWI Five Islands’ broader sustain-
ability and community engagement ef-
forts. Additional partners and sponsors
will be announced in coming weeks.

More information about artist submis-
sions and sponsorship opportunities is

available through the Project Lead.
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Police traffic announcement addresses illegal
Parking on Joseph Lane

The police have an-
nounced that they will take
immediate steps to deal
with the problem of illegal
parking along Joseph Lane
which is the cause of much
bottlenecks and difficulties
for drivers maneuvering
the narrow road.

In an unusual move, the
Police Administration has
issued the advisory in both
English and Spanish, tak-
ing into account the high
concentration of Span-
ish-oriented businesses in
the area.

In a media release, the po-
lice administration said
it is issuing a reminder to
motorists concerning the
persistent problem of ille-
gal parking along Joseph
Lane.

“Despite repeated warn-
ings and the installation
of traffic signs and road
markings prohibiting this
unlawful practice, some
motorists continue to dis-

regard the regulations.
This behavior not only
creates obstructions but
also severely impedes the
free flow of vehicular traf-
fic along the route,” the re-
lease noted.

To address this ongoing is-
sue, the police will be con-
ducting increased traffic
checks in the area. Any ve-

DOLPHIN $85,900

hicle found parked illegal-
ly will be subject to ticket-
ing and immediate towing
at the owner’s expense.

The Police Administra-
tion appeals to all road us-
ers to comply with traffic
regulations and cooperate
fully with the authorities.
These measures are being
enforced to ensure safer

roadways and smoother
traffic movement for ev-
eryone.

The Royal Police Force
of Antigua and Barbuda
thanks the public for its
continued cooperation in
promoting safety and order
on the nation’s streets.

BYD DOLPHIN

FREE

PLATES, LICENSE &
REGISTRATION

S2000

INSURANCE VOUCHER

484-4450 | Scotts Hill Road, Antigua
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Kiwanis Club of Antigua AR Fusion donates
sign to School For The Deaf

The Kiwanis Club of Antigua AR Fu-
sion recently made a presentation of
signage to the School for the Deaf.
This institution caters to children with

speech impairments. o T

The motto of the institution is “We e ‘ SCHOOL

focus on our abilities and not our dis- |5 i FOR THE DEAF
abilities”. The signage allows for ease ' = ——
of recognition of the institution that
shares space with the TN Kirnon Pri-
mary Schools. Due to the placement
of the new signs, persons will be able
to easily identify the school’s location.

President of AR Fusion, Rebekah
Warner, hopes that with the increased
presence through the improved signs,
more awareness will be brought to the
institution, and the good work that is
being done in preparing their students
to communicate with the world around
them. Persons who are interested in
taking sign language classes are also
encouraged to take classes at this in-
stitution.

President of the Parent Teachers As-
sociation, Mrs. Francis, expressed her
gratitude on behalf of the school, its
Principal and Teachers, for the kind
donation to the school. She also ex-
pressed hope for continued partnership
with the club, in helping the institution
to continue in it work. AR Fusion also
thanks to its corporate partner in this
project Iprint. They provided much
needed assistance in the design, pro-
duction and installation of the signs
that were placed near the road, and be-
side the building.

Present at the presentation was out-
going Lieutenant Governor Adri-
an Boyce (2024-2025) of Barbados,

who was pleased to witness such a with the expectations of Kiwanis In-
note-worthy contribution. He noted ternational, and its motto to “Serving
that this contribution is in alignment the children of the world”.

V' Thursdays, 7:30pm - Karaoke

5, 8pm - Live Band

7 oom upm | Breakfast served from 7:30am

@ 260 736 TIes o+t | % Games Night - COMING SOON!
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Level Up with London and R. Mims World Group: Delivering Inno-
vation, Support, and Opportunities for Students Since the Start of
the School Year

Since the reopening of
schools in September 2025,
Terri London and the Lev-
el Up Team, in partner-
ship with R. Mims World
Group has made significant
strides in advancing educa-
tion, technology, sports, and
empowerment across Anti-
gua. Our mission remains
clear—to equip our children
with the tools, resources,
and confidence they need to
succeed in a rapidly chang-
ing world.

One of our landmark initia-
tives was the launch of the
Back-to-School  Program,
ensuring that students re-
turned to classrooms with
the essential supplies and
encouragement needed for
a strong start. We believe
education is the foundation
of opportunity, and no child
should be left behind be-
cause of limited resources.

In addition, we proudly ex-
panded access to 3D printing
technology across multiple
schools, including Jennings
Secondary School, Jennings
Primary School, and Ben-
dal Primary School. These
state-of-the-art printers are
revolutionizing the class-
room, enabling teachers to
transform complex concepts
into hands-on, engaging les-
sons. Students are now able
to design, innovate, and ex-
plore future-ready skills that
open doors to careers in en-
gineering, healthcare, archi-
tecture, and beyond.

We extend our gratitude
to ACT’s Mr. Andrew
Doumith, who dedicated
his expertise and his team’s
time to installing and setting
up the printers, and to R.
Mims World Group for their
unwavering commitment to
education. Together, we are

shaping a generation of in-
novators and problem-solv-
ers.

Beyond the classroom, Lev-
el Up with London has also
invested in sports develop-
ment, with full restoration
of the Bendals Basketball
Court backboard and rim.
The community of Jennings
has agreed for a similar
collaboration of commu-
nity spirit in restoring the
Jennings Basketball Court.
These facilities provide safe
spaces for children, youth,
and adults to engage in posi-
tive, healthy activities. They
also pave the way for up-
coming village leagues and
inter-community competi-
tions that will foster talent,
discipline, and community
spirit.

Our guiding motto - “It’s
nice to be nice” - and the vi-
sion embraced by R. Mims

World Group -

“What is
worse than being blind is
being able to see and have
no vision”—remain at the
heart of everything we do.
Together, kindness and vi-
sion drive our initiatives
forward, ensuring that ev-
ery action leaves a lasting
impact on our young people
and their communities.

Since September 2025, our
collective achievement has
stood as a powerful remind-
er that when we invest in
education, technology, and
youth development, we in-
vest in the future of Antigua
and Barbuda. Level Up with
London and R. Mims World
Group remains committed
to building brighter futures,
one initiative at a time.

Submitted by;
Dr. Terri London
Team Level-Up
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China’s Communication and Q&A on vqu_ecial

and Differential Treatment in the

I. Key Communication Points

The Premier of China Li Qiang,
when attending a United Nations
General Assembly related meeting
on 23 September 2025, solemnly
announced that China, as a respon-
sible major developing country, will
not seek new special and differential
treatment (SDT) in the current and
future WTO negotiations.

China acceded to the WTO as a de-
veloping member, and is entitled to
the institutional right to special and
differential treatment. Since its ac-
cession, China has actively partici-
pated in multilateral trade negotia-
tions and, taking into account its own
level of development and capacity,
exercised its right to special and dif-
ferential treatment in an independent
and pragmatic manner. In doing so,
China has made significant contri-
butions to the conclusion of multiple
WTO negotiations and to the promo-
tion of global trade liberalization and
facilitation.

At present, a certain member has
abused unilateral tariff measures, se-
verely disrupting the global econom-
ic and trade order. The multilateral
trading system is faced with unprec-
edented challenges, while uncertain-
ties and instabilities in the global
economy continue to grow. Against
this backdrop, China’s announce-
ment of not seeking new SDT in the
current and future WTO negotiations
is an important step to support the
multilateral trading system. It is also
a concrete action by China to better
implement the Global Development
Initiative and the Global Governance
Initiative, fully demonstrating Chi-
na’s sense of responsibility as a ma-
jor developing country.

China has always been a member

The Premier of China Li Qiang

of the Global South and will always
be a part of the developing world.
Looking ahead, China will contin-
ue to practice true multilateralism,
support the rules-based multilateral
trading system, actively participate
in the WTO reform process, and
firmly safeguard the legitimate rights
and interests of developing members.
China will work to better bridge the
North-South development gap, im-
prove global economnic governance,
and contribute to building an open
world economy.

II. Standard Q & A

1. Question: Does this announcement
mean that China is no longer a devel-
oping country?

Answer: China remains the largest
developing country in the world.
Challenges of unbalanced and in-
adequate development still persist,
and development remains China’s
top priority. China has always been
a member of the Global South and
will always be a part of the develop-
ing world. The announcement of not
seeking new SDT in the current and
future WTO negotiations does not
affect or change China’s status as a
developing member in the WTO.

2. Question: Will this announcement

o

alter China’s negotiation stance in
other areas?

Answer: This announcement is ap-
plicable solely within the framework
of WTO. It does not constitute any
precedent or have any impact on
China’s status or treatment as a de-
veloping country in any other inter-
national organization or internation-
al treaty to which China is a member
or signatory.

3. Question: Will this decision affect
China’s engagement on development
issues in the WTO or its support for
other developing members?

Answer: China has always stood to-
gether with other developing mem-
bers in the WTO to firmly safeguard
the fairness and inclusiveness of the
multilateral trading system. This ma-
jor announcement by China is de-
velopment-oriented in nature. It will
help the multilateral trading system
better focus on development issues,
enhance inclusiveness and acces-
sibility in global trade, narrow the
North-South development gap, and
realize the WTO’s founding purpose
of promoting global development.

China’s position in the current and
future WTO negotiations remains
unchanged in three aspects:

1. China’s status as a developing
member will not change;

2. China’s determination to
safeguard the legitimate rights
and interests of developing
members will not change;

3. China’s commitment to
promoting global trade and
investment liberalization and

facilitation will not change.
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RHYME AND RESOLVE: CLIMATE CALLS

Geaed Humans
268 Inc

Youth for Climate Action

ﬂ Youth Voices

RISING

FOSTER CARE AND Y1 in our own words

The youth are rising, voices strong,
They’ve known the damage all along.
The forests falling, oceans cry,

They lift their banners to the sky.

With every march and every chant,
They fight for futures we can’t recant.
No longer silent, they demand,

A greener world across the land.

They organize in towns and schools,
They question leaders, challenge rules.
They speak of justice, fair and true,
For Earth belongs to me and you.

CLIMATE
ACTION

PLAN

From islands small to cities wide,
They call for change with urgent pride.
“Act now, not later,” loud they say,
“For we are living climate’s way.

2

They plant the trees, they clean the
shore,

They know the planet can take no
more.

Each bottle gathered, each bag they
ban,

Reminds the world: yes, youth can.

And yet they ask, “What of the rest?

Of those with needs that must be bless-
ed?

Shall climate justice leave behind,
The ones disabled, redefined?”’

For climate work is not complete,
If every voice is not a seat.

A ramp, a chair, a sign to read,
Are all a part of meeting need.

Their action shines with burning
flame,

They care not riches, power, or fame.
They fight for oceans, skies of blue,
And for inclusion shining through.

The future bends on choices made,
By youth who will not stand aftraid.
They rally crowds, they craft the plan,
To heal the Earth the best they can.

They write, they sing, they paint, they
shout,

Their message clear, their strength de-
vout.

No boardroom wall can keep con-
tained,

The call for change that must be
gained.

From Fridays marching out of class,

To forums where their voices pass,
They show the courage, loud and
bright,

That only youth can bring to light.
And in their hearts, a truth resounds,

The Earth is theirs, its sacred grounds.
So listen well, oh leaders old,

Their words are silver, fierce, and bold.
“You’ve borrowed Earth,” the young
ones say,

“Return it clean, don’t make us pay.

RHTE,

“\7 SAVE
EARTH

You mined, you burned, you took with
greed,

Now join us planting hope and seed.”
The youth are rising, strong, awake,
They mend the wounds that others
make.

And hand in hand, both weak and
strong,

They march for futures that belong.

So when you hear their urgent song,
Know climate action won’t be long.
For youth are here, and youth will stay,
To lead the world a brighter way.
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WEST INDIES OIL CO.LTD.

INNOVATIVE ENERGY SOLUTIONS

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

RETAIL ENGINEER

DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

The West Indies Oil Company Ltd (WIOC) is a premier oil storage and petroleum products provider in
Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica and the rest of the Eastern Caribbean. We thrive on a strategic direction
of performance, proficiency and professionalism thereby leading the charge in the execution of a
transformative business model that has our customers at the core. We are an ever-growing energy
company, seeking a dynamic professional for an exciting career opportunity.

Role Profile:

The ideal candidate must drive the improvement and further development of the company’s retail
network strategy with broad duties to include:

Assist the Senior Project Engineer in the preparation of the Capital Budget specific to customer
locations annually; design specifications, Convenience Stores (C-Store) layout and maintenance in
compliance with international industry codes for petroleum installations.

Supervise the construction and maintenance of WIOC's retail service stations (Antigua & Barbuda
and Dominica) to ensure that they consistently meet the company’s standards as well as local
regulatory requirements for health, safety and environmental compliance, as well as the company’s
branding guidelines.

Assist with the installation and maintenance at commercial customer (hotels, restaurants, bakeries
etc.) sites to include diesel storage/dispensing, gasoline storage/dispensing and LPG bulk storage in
line with industry codes whilst providing strategic assessments and recommendations of new
product/service opportunities.

Provide assistance with maintenance of the LPG bulk storage facility and equipment, Fuel Storage
Tanks and piping systems at the WIOC's Friars Hill Terminal, as well as the automation of these
facilities in compliance with API, ASME, NFPA and NACE codes and standards.

Qualifications & Required Skills:

Minimum of 5 years' experience in the petroleum industry, and in particular in the Retail Service
Station segment.

Hold a recognized certification in Project Management, and /or a Bachelors degree in Mechanical
Engineering or Civil Engineering.

Field experience in fuel related construction projects and sound knowledge of applicable industry
codes, standards and best practices.

Certification in service station and LPG installations will be an asset.

Strong communication skills: strong command of grammar (oral and written), assertive, clear, able to
convey technical content into easy-to-understand concepts and ideas.

Application Process

Please apply by emailing your Curriculum Vitae to recruitment@westindiesoil.com.
Closing date for receipt of applications is September 30, 2025. Only suitable
applications will be acknowledged.

@ P.O. BOX 230, FRIARS HILL ROAD, ST. JOHN'S, ANTIGUA
1(268) 462 0140/1 westindiesoil.com @ © X 0
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US lists Caribbean countries in 2025

Trafficking in Persons

The United States Depart-
ment of State has listed sev-
eral Caribbean countries in
its 2025 Trafficking in Per-
sons Report.

It stated that “trafficking in
persons” and “human traf-
ficking” are umbrella terms,
often used interchangeably,
to refer to a crime whereby
traffickers exploit and prof-
it at the expense of adults
or children by compelling
them to perform labour or
engage in commercial sex.

“When a person younger
than 18 is used to perform
a commercial sex act, it is a
crime regardless of wheth-
er there is any force, fraud,
or coercion involved,” the
State Department said, add-
ing that Washington recog-
nises two primary forms
of trafficking in persons,
namely sex trafficking and
forced labour.

In its report, the State De-
partment has placed The
Bahamas, Guyana and Suri-
name in Tier 1 which it said
are those “whose govern-
ments fully meet the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection
Act’s (TVPA) minimum
standards for the elimina-
tion of trafficking.

Antigua and Barbuda, Aru-
ba, Belize, Jamaica, St Vin-
cent and the Grenadines,
Curagao, Dominican Re-
public, and Trinidad and To-
bago have all been placed
in Tier 2 ” whose govern-

— . 3 trorARdMons
= —

TRAFFICKING
IN PERSONS
REPORT

25" EDITION

ments do not fully meet the
TVPA’s minimum standards
but are making significant
efforts to bring themselves
into compliance with those
standards”.

St Lucia and Barbados have
been placed in Tier 2 Watch
List “whose governments do
not fully meet the TVPA’s
minimum standards but are
making significant efforts to
bring themselves into com-
pliance with those standards
(with certain exceptions),
and for which the estimated
number of victims of severe
forms of trafficking is very
significant or is significantly
increasing, and the country
is not taking proportional
concrete actions”.

Saint Maarten, Venezuela
and Cuba have been placed
in Tier 3 “whose govern-

ments do not fully meet the
TVPA’s minimum standards
and are not making signifi-
cant efforts to do so.”

The State Department also
listed Haiti, along with Lib-
ya, Somalia and Yemen in
the “Special Case” category.

The State Department said
the United States Traf-
ficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000, as amended
(TVPA), defines ‘“severe
forms of trafficking in per-
sons” as sex trafficking in
which a commercial sex act
is induced by force, fraud,
or coercion, or in which
the person induced to per-
form such an act has not
attained 18 years of age; or
the recruitment, harbouring,
transportation,  provision,
or obtaining of a person for
labour or services, through
the use of force, fraud, or

Report

coercion for the purpose of
subjection to involuntary
servitude, peonage, debt
bondage, or slavery.

The State Department said
more than 180 countries
have ratified or acceded to
the United Nation Protocol
to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Per-
sons (the UN TIP Protocol),
which defines trafficking in
persons and contains obli-
gations to prevent and com-
bat the crime.

The report says the TVPA
directs the US Secretary of
State to consider, as proof of
a country’s failure to make
significant efforts to fully
meet the TVPA’s minimum
standards, adding that gov-
ernments on Tier 3 may be
subject to certain restric-
tions on foreign assistance,
“whereby the president may
determine not to provide US
government nonhumanitari-
an, nontrade-related foreign
assistance as defined in the
TVPA”.

The report states that the
US president may also de-
termine to instruct the US
executive director of each
multilateral ~ development
bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to
“vote against and use their
best efforts to deny any
loans or other uses of the
institutions’ funds to a des-
ignated Tier 3 country for
most purposes. (CMC)
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Caricom agriculture ministers meeting in St Kitts-Nevis

Caribbean Community (Caricom)
agriculture ministers meet here on
Tuesday focusing on a wide range of
issues including the status and trends
in fisheries and aquaculture produc-
tion, trade, and employment; initia-
tives to combat illegal, unreported,
and unregulated (IUU) fishing and a
new grievance redress mechanism for
the Belize-based Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM).

The meeting forms part of the activ-
ities for the 19th Caribbean Week of
Agriculture (CWA 2025) that got un-
derway here on Monday with St Kitts
and Nevis Agriculture, Fisheries and
Marine Resources Minister, Samal
Duggins, highlighting the central role
of agriculture in regional development
and resilience.

“Agriculture is not just another sector.
It is the very lifeblood of our people. It
is the guarantee that every family can
access healthy and nutritious food,” he
said in his feature address, reflecting
also on the CWA 2025 theme “Sowing
Change, Harvesting Resilience: Trans-
forming our Caribbean Food Systems
for 2025, saying that the “seeds we
plant here today, the policies we shape,
the partnerships we build, will deter-
mine the resilience and the prosperity
that we shall reap tomorrow”.

He urged regional leaders to confront
long-standing challenges and elevate
the agricultural agenda.

“Our region has not always given ag-
riculture the priority it deserves. Too
often, it has been seen as a last resort,
rather than recognised as a pillar of
sovereignty and a pillar of growth,”
Duggins said, outlining efforts being
made locally including the food im-
port reduction programme, which pri-
oritises local investment to increase
the production of high-demand crops
such as bananas, plantains, coconuts,
and pineapples..

“We are scaling climate-smart prac-
tices, expanding agro-processing, and

empowering our youth and women to
lead in this very transformation,” he
said, acknowledging the importance of
unified regional efforts and emphasis-
ing the value of South-South cooper-
ation, particularly through strengthen-
ing relationships with African nations.

He said the twin island Federation has
been actively forging closer ties with
countries like Nigeria and that such
South-South collaboration enables
shared learning in climate-smart ag-
riculture, the creation of cross-conti-
nental value chains, and the develop-
ment of deeper trade and innovation
networks.

The agriculture ministers meeting,
which will be chaired by Anguilla’s
Minister of Economic Development,
Industry, Commerce, Lands, Planning,
Water, and Natural Resources, Kyle
Hodge, will also discuss a regional
training and capacity needs assessment
being undertaken by the CRFM with
support from GRO-Fisheries Training
Programme (FTP), under the auspic-
es of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), as well as south-south co-
operation with China.

The ministers will also receive up-
dates and provide policy guidance on
regional initiatives to address climate
resilience and blue economic growth.

These include the Global Affairs Can-
ada-funded Sustainable Technologies
for Adaptation and Resilience in Fish-
eries (STAR-Fish) Project; the GEF/
CAF/FAO/CRFM BE-CLME+ Proj-
ect: Promoting National Blue Econo-
my Priorities through Marine Spatial
Planning in the Caribbean Large Ma-
rine Ecosystem Plus (BE-CLME+);
and the New Zealand Bioeconomy
Science Institute: Plant and Food Re-
search Group/CRFM Sargassum Prod-
ucts for Climate Resilience in the Ca-
ribbean Project.

Meanwhile, the Organisation of East-
ern Caribbean States (OECS) will this

week launch its landmark Common
Apiculture Policy coinciding with the
9th OECS Council of Ministers: Agri-
culture meeting.

The policy, developed under the
EU-funded BioSPACE Programme in
collaboration with regional partners,
seeks to protect bees as vital pollina-
tors while strengthening the apiculture
sector through sustainable practic-
es, standardised approaches, and re-
search-driven strategies.

“We are going to have a technical pa-
per and presentation presented within
CWA so this is something that will be
very pertinent for people like beekeep-
ers, people who want to get into the
apiculture space and policy makers,”
said Beekeeper at the Department of
Agriculture here, Monroe Tweed.

“What it is basically it is a document
about how we would like to flesh out
how we (standardise) beekeeping in
the region and not just in St Kitts but
this is a document that’s been building
up for a number of years with baseline
studies funded by Small Grant Pro-
grams (SGPs)

“We would also like to do an IPM
which is an Integrated Pest Manage-
ment paper because bees have their
own pests, especially in the climate
that we are in. It is an agricultural ven-
ture now so we must consider that as
good stewards of bees.”

As part of the celebrations, the
OECS-Caricom Caribbean Honey
Show will also be featured during
CWA 2025, offering patrons the op-
portunity to taste and purchase honey
and related products, including soaps
made from beeswax, honey cocktails,
pastries, and more.

On Wednesday, the CRFM will partner
with the local Department of Marine
Resources and the National Fisherfolk
Organisation to convene the Caribbe-
an Small-scale Fisheries & Aquacul-
ture Forum. (CMC)
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Trial on Friday for man who allegedly dismembered uncle

The trial is set to begin on
Friday of a man accused of
fatally chopping his uncle at
their home in Stony Hill, St
Andrew, before chartering
a taxi to transport the dead
man’s body parts to Cav-
aliers, where he set the re-
mains ablaze.

The incident took place
three years ago.

The accused, 43-year-old
Samuel ‘Peter John’ Waldo,
who is in police custody, is
said to have killed 77-year-
old Derrick ‘Reds’ Lindsay
on June 4, 2022.

Waldo then vanished, and
the victim was reported
missing about 8 p.m. that
night.

Detectives cracked the case
a few days later.

On June 6, the police were
led down a precipice where
smoke was still emanating
from some of Lindsay’s re-
mains about 11 a.m.

The Gleaner was at the
scene when the discovery
was made and was first
to report the grisly find in
bushes in Cavaliers.

Reports from the Stony Hill
police are that investiga-
tions led to Waldo’s home,
where blood stains were
found inside.

Waldo was arrested some
weeks later after he was
accosted in Kencot, St An-
drew, in the St Andrew Cen-
tral Police Division.

The trial was initially to be-
gin yesterday but was put
off when the matter was
called up.

After the murder, Waldo re-
portedly chartered the taxi
and travelled with two suit-
cases filled with the body
parts.

what he believed was lug-
gage.

The investigation also
found that bleach and oth-
er chemicals were used in
the house where the murder
took place, in an attempt to
clean the scene. However,
blood stains were still found
at the home.

Investigators say the taxi
driver was questioned and
released.

The prosecution believe
Waldo bought $500 worth
of gasolene before he was
taken to the remote location.

Lorna Lindsay, the daughter
of the deceased, has been to
court for every appearance
of the accused since Waldo
was charged.

She told The Gleaner yester-
day she was happy the trial
is set to begin on Friday.

The taxi driver, who was
questioned by the police,
reportedly took lawmen
and relatives to a separate
location before taking them
to the area where he had

dropped Waldo off with «ppe cetback was partly

because of the psychiatric
evaluation process. He was
evaluated, then the time
passed and he had to be
re-evaluated. The court said
everything is ready to pro-
ceed with the trial come Fri-
day. We ready to bring this
matter to an end,” a relative
told The Gleaner, adding
that the family is nearing
closure.

Justice Leighton Pusey is
presiding over the trial.

Waldo is a former musician
who had songs playing on
the airwaves several years
ago. (Jamaica Gleaner)
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16-y-0 hoy in Bahamas charged for mass shooting

A 16-year-old boy in the Bahamas was
charged on Monday with the deaths of
two men and injury to five other peo-
ple during a mass shooting in August.

The teenager appeared before Chief
Magistrate Roberto Reckley on two
counts of murder and five counts of at-
tempted murder following the August
9 shooting in New Providence.

The incident resulted in the deaths of
Eden Louis and Markentash Saintil
and injuries to Hayden Breus, Trish
Louis, Widny Saintil, Karib Rodgers
and Gregory Jean-Charles.

Police said that the victims were
outside a home when two gunmen
emerged from a vehicle and shot them.

The accused was not required to enter
pleas to the charges and was remand-
ed.

He will return to court on December
10 for the presentation of a voluntary
bill of indictment. (CMC)

6AM-10AM MON. - FRI.
WITH GREMSTA

SPM-7PM MON. - FRI.
WITH ROGER LAKE 6AM-9AM SATURDAYS

TPM-9PM MON. - THURS.
WITH EPILUS
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LIVE FROM THE V.I. E&E1PM-SPMONSUNDAYS

OPM-12AM MON. THURS. SUNDAY
WITH SELECTOR KEEGAN
TPM-9PM FRIDAYS

WITH DJ JAH WADADLI




WEDNESDAY 15T OCTOBER 2025

International

AROUND THE WORLD

South Africa’s am- NOTICE
bassadortoFrance
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found dead at foot

of Paris hoteltower

South Africa’s ambassador
to France was found dead
on Tuesday at the foot of
the Hyatt Regency hotel, a
high-rise tower in the west
of Paris, the Paris prosecu-
tor’s office said.

Ambassador ~ Nkosinathi
Emmanuel “Nathi” Mtheth-
wa had been reported miss-
ing by his wife on Monday
evening after she received a
text message from him that
worried her, the prosecu-
tor’s office said, confirming
newspaper reports.

Mthethwa had booked a
room on the 22nd floor,
the prosecutor’s office said,
adding that a secured win-
dow had been forced open.
It said an investigation was
ongoing and it could not
preempt its outcome.

French media including Le
Parisien said Mthethwa was

believed to have killed him-
self, without citing a source.

South Africa’s foreign af-
fairs department confirmed
Mthethwa’s death, adding
that the circumstances were
under investigation by the
French authorities.

“Ambassador ~ Mthethwa
was a distinguished servant
of the nation, whose career
was marked by dedicated
service in critical ministe-
rial portfolios,” the foreign
affairs department said in a
statement, calling his death
“a national loss”.

The embassy’s website says
Mthethwa was South Af-
rica’s minister of arts and
culture from 2014 to 2019,
adding sport to his portfolio
from 2019 to 2023. (NBC)

The China Aid Programme in collaboration with The Em-
bassy of China Antigua and Barbuda, Yuan Long Ping
High Tech Agriculture Co. Ltd. Ministry of Agriculture
Lands Fisheries and the Blue Economy presents, a
3-week training course on Agricultural Water Saving
Irrigation for Antigua and Barbuda from 16 th October

to 5th November 2025 at the Villa Poly Clinic ,Villa Area.

Please call 462 0418 or 764 1256 for further information
on registration

NOTICE

TO:THE LICENSING MAGISTRATE
Magistrate’s Court
Gray’s Farm
St. John’s
Antigua

TO:COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
Police Headquaters
American Road
St. John’s
Antigua

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A TAVERN LICENSE FOR
BUSINESS

REGISTERED AS
“OUBES LAUNDRY AND MINI MART”

I, LATOYA JOSEPH - PELLE, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE, that
it is my intension to apply at the next sitting of the Liquor
License Court to be held at the Magistrate’s Court, High
Street, StJohn’s Antigua on Thursday 2" October, 2025
next ensuring for a tavern license in respect of premises
known as “QUBES LAUNDRY AND MINI MART” situated in
BUCKLEY VILLAGE, in the Parish of St. John’s Antigua pur-
suantto Section 11 (3) of the Licensing (intoxicating Liquor)
Act Cap 249 of the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda, Revised
Edition 1992.

Dated the 10" day of September, 2025
Latoya Joseph-Pelle
(268) 723-0025
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Three dead, dozens trapped after Indonesian
school collapses on students

Rescuers are racing to pull
dozens of students and
workers from under the rub-
ble of a school building that
collapsed in East Java, In-
donesia.

Three people have been
killed and 99 others hospi-
talised, some of them with
critical injuries, officials
said Tuesday, adding that
the death toll may rise.

At least 38 others, many of
them teenage boys remain
trapped under the Al Khoz-
iny Islamic Boarding School
in the East Java town of Si-
doarjo. They had gathered
for prayers when the build-
ing gave way on Monday.

The two-storey building had
an unstable foundation and
could not support the weight
of the construction of two
more floors, the disaster
mitigation agency said.

The girls were praying in
another part of the building
and managed to escape, ac-
cording to the Associated
Press.

Students in the school are
between the ages of 12 and
17.

Footage on local media
show the collapsed part of
the building completely
sunken in, with large slabs
of concrete sticking out.

Crying and shouting can
be heard from the rubble,
authorities said, while anx-
ious relatives have camped
out at the school overnight
awaiting news of their loved
ones.

Dozens of rescuers have
been searching overnight

for survivors, but the rescue
was temporarily suspended
on Tuesday, with authorities
saying the building is at risk
of further collapse.

EPA Dozens of rescues clad
in safety wear and helmets
search for survivors at a col-
lapsed building at an Islam-
ic boarding school in Sido-
arjo, East JavaEPA

Authorities say the building
has taken on a “pancake-like
structure with layers of con-
crete slabs leaving only nar-

row voids”, making rescue
difficult

The collapsed building has
taken on “a pancake type
structure with layers of con-
crete slabs leaving only nar-
row voids, unstable condi-
tions, and the possibility of
survivors still trapped,” said
Mohammad Syafeii, head of
the search and rescue agen-
cy Basarnas.

His agency is preparing for
a ‘“specialised operation”
and has deployed units from
around the region that will
be equipped with “special
extrication “tools”, he said.

Mr Syafeii also laid out
the dilemma with the use
of heavy equipment, such
as cranes and excavators.
While they help lift the con-

crete slabs and open access,
“shifting the slabs may also
endanger the lives of sur-
vivors still trapped beneath
the rubble”, he said.

Rosida, whose son Kaffa
Ahmad Maulana is among
those missing, said she has
been waiting for news since
Monday evening.

“I last spoke with him the
day before the incident, and
nothing seemed unusual
during that conversation,”
said the 47-year-old. Anoth-
er of her children, who was
also affected by the collapse,
is being treated at a hospital.

Students who survived the
incident have recounting
their harrowing escapes to
local media.

Seventh grader Muhammad
Rijalul Qoib said hundreds
of people had gathered to
pray when they heard the
sound of falling rocks.

“It got louder and louder,”
the 13-year-old told detikJa-
tim, adding that he immedi-
ately ran outside.

He was hit by falling roof
debris, but managed to
climb out of the rubble.

Another student, Sofa, told
Kompas he saw students
with  “lots of injuries”.

“There were also broken
bones,” he said.

The school’s caretaker KH
Abdus Salam Mujib apolo-
gised to the students’ fami-
lies on Monday, attributing
the incident to “God’s will”.
“Hopefully, God will re-
place it with something bet-
ter,” he said.

Sidoarjo  town’s  regent
claims the school’s manage-
ment had not obtained per-
mits for the expansion of the
building.

Al Khoziny is a traditional
Islamic boarding school in
Indonesia known as a pe-
santren.

Traditionally, pesantren fo-
cus on Islamic studies, such
as memorising the Quran,
learning Arabic and Islamic
law, but many now also of-
fer general education.

Unlike regular schools, pe-
santren fall under the au-
thority of Indonesia’s Min-
istry of Religious Affairs,
not the Ministry of Educa-
tion.

However, oversight is of-
ten limited. Many pesantren
operate informally, without
strong regulation or consis-
tent monitoring

Indonesia’s  construction
sector has a poor safety re-
cord, with the International
Labour Organization rating
it among the worst globally.

Earlier this month, at least
four people were Kkilled
and dozens injured when a
building where people had
gathered for a prayer recital
collapsed suddenly in West
Java. (BBC)
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YouTube to pay US$24.5 million to settle lawsuit over
Trump’s account suspension after January 6 attack

Google’s YouTube has agreed to
pay US$24.5 million to settle a
lawsuit President Donald Trump
brought after the video site sus-
pended his account following the
January 6, 2021 attacks on the
Capitol following the election that
resulted in him leaving the White
House for four years.

The settlement of the more than
four-year-old case earmarks US$22
million for Trump to contribute to
the Trust for the National Mall and
a construction of a White House
ballroom, according to court doc-
uments filed Monday. The remain-
ing US$2.5 million will be paid to
other parties involved in the case,
including the writer Naomi Wolf
and the American Conservative
Union.

Alphabet, the parent of Google, is
the third major technology compa-
ny to settle a volley of lawsuits that
Trump brought for what he alleged
had unfairly muzzled him after his
first term as president ended in Jan-
uary 2021. He filed similar cases
Facebook parent Meta Platforms
and Twitter before it was bought
by billionaire Elon Musk in 2022
and rebranded as X.

Meta agreed to pay US$25 million
to settle Trumps’ lawsuit over his
2021 suspension from Facebook
and X agreed to settle the lawsuit
that Trump brought against Twitter
for $10 million. When the lawsuits
against Meta. Twitter and YouTube
were filed, legal experts predicted
Trump had little chance of prevail-
ing.

After buying Twitter for US$44.5

billion, Musk later became major
contributor to Trump’s successful
2024 campaign that resulted in his
re-election and then spent sever-
al months leading a cost-cutting
effort that purged thousands of
workers from the federal govern-
ment payroll before the two had
a bitter falling out. Both Alphabet
CEO Sundar Pichai and Meta CEO
Mark Zuckerberg were among the
tech leaders who lined up behind
Trump during his second inaugura-
tion in January in a show of soli-
darity that was widely interpreted
as a sign of the industry’s intention
to work more closely with the pres-
ident than during his first adminis-
tration.

ABC News, meanwhile, agreed
to pay US$15 million in Decem-
ber toward Trump’s presidential
library to settle a defamation law-
suit over anchor George Stepha-
nopoulos’ inaccurate on-air asser-
tion that the president-elect had
been found civilly liable for raping

writer E Jean Carroll. And in July,
Paramount decided to pay Trump
US$16 million to settle a lawsuit
regarding editing at CBS’ storied
‘60 Minutes’ news programme.

The settlement does not constitute
an admission of liability, the filing
says. Google confirmed the settle-
ment but declined to comment be-
yond it.

Google declined to comment on
the reasons for the settlement.,
but Trump’s YouTube account has
been restored since 2023. The set-
tlement is will barely dent Alpha-
bet, which has a market value of
nearly US$3 trillion — an increase
of about US$600 billion, or 25 per
cent, since Trump’s return to the
White House.

The disclosure of the settlement
came a week before a scheduled
October 6 court hearing to discuss
the case with US District Judge
Yvonne Gonzalez-Rogers in Oak-
land, California. (Jamaica Gleaner)
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Ministry of Agriculture wins again in Business foothall league

Last year’s losing final-
ist and second-place fin-
isher, the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, maintained their
perfect winning start to
their campaign in the 2025
JOMA Caribbean Ministry
of Sports Business Football
League Championship over
the weekend.

The Ministry of Agricul-
ture notched up their third
win in as many matches by
snatching a one-nil victory
against Macky Enterprise
in their Group 2 affair at the
Golden Grove playing field.

It was the first loss in three
games for Macky Enter-
prise.

More success as well for
the 2023 champions APUA
Telecoms, who made it two
wins in as many games with
a 3-0 victory against Vil-
la Tech Enterprise in their
Group 4 affair at the Jen-
nings playing field.

It was the first loss in two

The Ministry of Agriculture football team.

matches for Villa Tech En-
terprise, who had won their
opening encounter.

The Antigua and Barbuda
Port Authority notched up
their second win in as many
games with a 4-0 drubbing
of Cocos Hotel in their
Group 4 encounter at the
Keithley Sheppard Recre-
ational Park.

It was the first defeat in
two matches for Cocos Ho-
tel, who launched their cam-
paign with a goalless draw
against defending champi-
ons Hermitage Bay Hotel in
their opening Group 4 affair.

After drawing their open-
ing affair in Group 3, the
Postal Services notched up
their second win in a row
with a 5-0 drubbing of His
Majesty’s Prison (HMP)
Oasis United at the Radio
Range playing field.

It was the first loss suf-
fered by HMP Oasis United
after winning their previous

two matches.

The Central Housing and
Planning Authority (CHA-
PA) Warriors maintained
their unbeaten run in Group
3 by recording their second
win in three matches with a
3-1 victory against Royal-
ton Chic at Golden Grove.

It was the first loss in three
matches for Royalton Chic,
who snatched a 3-2 victory
over Keyonna Beach Hotel
in their second encounter
after salvaging a 1-1 draw
with Antigua and Barbuda
Airport Authority in their
opening Group 3 affair.
Keyonna Beach Hotel have
suffered losses in their two
matches in Group 3.

The Antigua and Barbu-
da Airport Authority, who
lost their opening encoun-
ter, claimed their first win
in three matches with a 3-0
victory against ACE Truck-
ing at the Keithley Sheppard
Recreational Park.

ACE Trucking remain in
the cellar of Group 3 after
suffering their third loss in
as many games.

After losing their opening
Group 2 encounter, Fresh
Acres Enterprise notched up
their second successive win
with a 3-0 victory against
the University of the West
Indies (UWI) Frigate Bird
FC at Radio Range.

St. John’s Development
Corporation made it two
wins in as many games in
Group 1 by snatching a 1-0
victory against Royalton
Strikers at Radio Range.

After suffering losses in
the first two matches in
Group 1, the National Hous-
ing Department Demolition
Squad claimed their first
win with a 5-0 drubbing of
Automotive Art at Golden
Grove. Automotive Art re-
main in the cellar of Group
1 after losing for the third
time in as many games.

All the other matches end-
ed in draws. After winning
their opening two matches
in Group 1, last year’s third-
place finishers, Sandals Re-
sort, were held to a 1-1 draw
by Galley Bay Ballers at
Jennings.

The Central Marketing
Corporation (CMC) and the
Ministry of Tourism bat-
tled to a 1-1 draw in their
Group 2 affair at Jennings,
and Hodges Bay and Jolly
Harbour Stingers fought to
a goalless draw in another
Group 2 encounter at the
Keithley Sheppard Recre-
ational Park.
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Another win for Sandals in defense of Business Baskethall League fitle

Defending champions Sandals ex-
tended their unbeaten run in defense of
their title in the 2025 Cool and Smooth
Antigua and Barbuda Basketball As-
sociation’s (ABBA) Business League
Championships on Monday night.

Sandals, who won the round-robin
league and the playoff titles last year,
claimed their fourth win in as many
outings with an 83-40 drubbing of Po-
lice in the first game of a triple-header
at the JSC Sports Complex.

Scotty Nelson sank 13 points; Keroi
Lee converted 12 points and grabbed
11 rebounds; T-Shawn Lewis pro-
duced 11 points and five rebounds;
and Keaddy Martin chipped in with 11
points and four assists for Sandals.

Javon Simon shot a game-high 23
points for Police, who suffered their
second loss in as many games.

Last year’s third-place finishers
Richie’s Shooterz notched up their
second win in as many outings with an
87-62 victory against Antigua Com-

puter Technology in the last game of
Monday’s triple-header.

Tajahron Davis sank 25 points and
claimed five steals, Kwame Brathwaite
converted 14 points and grabbed 12
rebounds, and Devorn Benjamin con-
tributed 14 points and four assists for
Richie’s Shooterz.

In support, Nickon McGregor pro-
duced 13 points, six rebounds, and six
assists; Jaheem James contributed 13
points, six rebounds, and four steals;
and Jaylele Joseph chipped in with 10
points, nine rebounds, five steals, and
four assists for Richie’s Shooterz.

Hansel Piper sank 11 points and
claimed four steals; Ryan Shepherd
produced 10 points, 11 rebounds, and
five blocks; and Delroy Foster scored
10 points and snatched seven rebounds
for Antigua Computer Technology,
who suffered their third loss in as
many games.

Cornerstone Builders and Mainte-
nance notched up their third win in six

matches with a 48-38 victory against
Antigua Power Company in the sec-
ond game of Monday’s triple-header.

Takeem Martin shot a game-high 14
points and claimed 13 rebounds, and
Jesus Lopez produced 10 points, six
steals, and five rebounds for Corner-
stone Builders and Maintenance.

Judah Ferris scored 11 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds for the Antigua
Power Company, who lost for the first
time after winning their opening en-
counter.

The business basketball league will
continue with another triple-header at
the JSC Sports Complex on Wednes-
day evening.

The Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre
will tackle Antigua Computer Tech-
nology at 6:45 pm, Police will take
on the Board of Education at 7:45 pm,
and Sledge O Ballers will clash with
the Antigua Power Company at 8:45
pm.

MRrs. JELLETTE RALPH
(JELLY BEANS)
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West Indies get consolation win against Nepal in third T20I

The West Indies avoided
a whitewash and claimed a
consolation win with a com-
prehensive 10-wicket win
against Nepal in the third
and final T20 International
at the Sharjah Cricket Stadi-
um in the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) on Tuesday.

Left-arm pacer Ramon
Simmonds grabbed four
wickets to dismiss Nepal
for 122 in 19.5 overs, and
opener Amir Jangoo struck
an unbeaten half-century to
lead the West Indies to vic-
tory at 123 without losing a
wicket in just 12.2 overs.

After winning the toss and
electing to field, the West
Indies produced their best
bowling display of the se-
ries, which they lost 2-1, to
dismiss Nepal for less than
125 runs.

Opener Khushal Bhurtel
hit a top score of 39 off 29
balls, including three sixes
and two fours. Captain Ro-
hit Paudel hit 17, Sundeep
Jora scored 14, and opener
Kushal Malla made 12.

Simmonds grabbed four
for 15, and fellow left-arm
fast bowler Jediah Blades
captured two for 20.

Jangoo scored an unbeat-
en 71 runs from 45 balls
and shared in an unbroken
first-wicket century stand
with Ackeem Auguste, who
slammed 41 not out off 29
balls.

During his stay at the
crease in the 123-run chase,
Jangoo hammered five fours
and six sixes, whereas Au-
guste struck four fours and

R e

two sixes.

The win on Tuesday
helped the West Indies
avoid the embarrassment

Anﬁr Jalzrgoo 7
of getting whitewashed in a

T20I series against an asso-
ciate nation.

But Nepal, who won the

first two matches, have cre-
ated history, winning their
first series against a Test
playing nation.
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India beats Sri Lanka in Women’s Cricket World Cup opener

India’s players celebrate after winning the ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup match between India and Sri Lanka at Barsapara Cricket

Stadium in Guwahati, India, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP)

GUWAHATI, India (AP) - Deepti
Sharma’s all-round display helped In-
dia beat Sri Lanka by 59 runs (DLS)
in the opening game of the Women’s
Cricket World Cup in India on Tues-
day.

Sharma scored 53 off 53 balls and
then took three for 54 in 10 overs to
help her team overcome a batting col-
lapse. Amanjot Kaur scored 57 off 56
balls and took one for 37 in six overs.

Sharma and Kaur put on 103 off 99
balls for the seventh wicket and res-
cued India from a precarious 124 for
six in 27 overs. India finished with
269 for eight from 47 overs after two
rain stoppages had cut down the game

by three overs in each innings.

In reply, Sri Lanka was bowled out
for 211 runs in 45.4 overs. Skipper
Chamari Athapaththu top-scored with
43 off 47 balls, but her side lost quick
wickets in the middle overs.

Sneh Rana (2-32) and Shree Chara-
ni (2-37) also picked up braces, as the
Indian spinners finished with seven of
the 10 wickets.

India next plays archrival Pakistan
in Colombo on Sunday — the latter
will play all their games on neutral
ground. Sri Lanka plays Australia
next — also in Colombo — earlier on
Saturday.

On Wednesday, defending champi-
on Australia will open their campaign
against New Zealand.

Eight teams will contest 31 match-
es for a chance to lift the trophy on
November 2 after the final in either
Colombo or Navi Mumbai.

Guwahati, Indore, Visakhapatnam
and Navi Mumbai are hosting India’s
leg of the tournament. Colombo in Sri
Lanka is the other venue, and where
Pakistan will play their matches.

India is gunning for their first Wom-
en’s World Cup crown from their
fourth tournament on home turf after
1978, 1997, and 2013.
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AGHS and PMS reach final in school girls knockout competition

The Antigua Girls High
School and Princess Mar-
garet School (PMS) have
advanced to the final in the
girls’ division of the 2025
Ministry of Sports, Cool
and Smooth, Joma Sec-
ondary Schools Football
Knockout Championship.

Both teams booked their
spots in the championship
decider by securing wins
in the semi-finals at the
ABFA Technical Center at
Paynters on Monday.

Nafisha Quashie
achieved the rare feat of a
haul trick (seven goals in a
single game) to propel An-
tigua Girls High School to
a 10-0 drubbing of Clare
Hall Secondary School in
the first semi-final.

Quashie, who scored a
double hat trick (six goals
in a single game) in the An-
tigua Girls High School’s
7-0 drubbing of Jennings
Secondary in the opening
round, had conversions
in the second, 17th, 20th,
24th, 26th, 35th, and 43rd
minutes.

The other goals for An-
tigua Girls High School
were scored by Kahalia
James in the seventh and
15th minutes and Bless-
ings Creese in the 47th
minute.

Princess Margaret
School  prevailed 3-0
against Ottos Comprehen-
sive School in the other
semi-final. The goals were
scored by Jakayla Bellot in
the 18th minute, Iressica
Allen in the 26th minute,
and Rolesha Humphreys
in the 42nd minute.

The girls’ division
knockout final will be
played on a date to be de-
termined by the Ministry
of Sports.

Meanwhile, Princess
Margaret School clinched
the last semi-final spot in
the boys’ division of the
2025 Ministry of Sports,
Cool and Smooth, Joma

The Princess Margaret School team

Secondary Schools Foot-
ball Knockout Champion-
ship on Monday.

Princess Margaret
School booked their spot
in the semis by prevailing
3-2 against Clare Hall Sec-
ondary School in a penalty
shootout after both teams
battled to a 1-1 draw at the
end of regulation time in
the encounter at the ABFA
Technical Center at Payn-
ters.

Mario Lewis gave Prin-
cess Margaret the lead
with a 24th-minute con-
version, and Tevon Hen-
derson scored in the 39th
minute to snatch the equal-
izer for Clare Hall Sec-

%
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ondary, forcing the match
to be decided by a penalty
shootout that was eventu-
ally won by PMS.

Princess Margaret
School joins the Harrison
Centre Antigua and Bar-
buda School of Continuing
Education (HCABSCE),
Antigua Grammar School
and Jennings Secondary in
the semi-finals, which will
be played at the same ven-
ue on Wednesday (today).

Princess Margaret
School will face Antigua
Grammar School at 3 pm,
and HCABSCE will tack-
le Jennings Secondary at
4:20 pm.
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