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Chairman of the Ex-Servicemen’s Association, Philmore Mullin, pins a Poppy on the lapel of Gov-
ernor General’s Deputy, Sir Clare Roberts, marking the launch of the 2025 Poppy Appeal.
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Antigua and Barbuda joined world 
leaders at the  High-Level Meeting 
on the Global Development Initiative 
(GDI)under the theme  “Recommit 
to Our Original Aspirations, Unite 
to Build a Brighter Future of Global 
Development.”    The session brought 
together Heads of State and Govern-
ment, the UN Representatives, and in-
ternational organisations to accelerate 
delivery of the  2030 Agenda. Prime 
Minister the Hon. Gaston Browne de-
livered Antigua and Barbuda’s state-
ment during the high-level segment. 
Prime Minister Browne  said Antigua 
and Barbuda welcomes China’s deci-
sion to assume a more central role in 
global governance and expects that 
such leadership will help shape  “in-
ternational rules, institutions, and 
norms that are fairer, more equitable, 
and directed toward global peace and 
shared prosperity.”  He urged an end 
to  “senseless wars or useless ideo-
logical confrontation,”  and appealed 
for cooperation based on love, peace, 
unity, and justice, reminding leaders 
that “we are one human family.”
In his intervention, Prime Minister 
Browne set out practical areas for co-
operation that respond to the needs of 

developing countries to include erad-
icating hunger and poverty and close 
delivery gaps on core goals and mobil-
ise concessional and blended finance 
to build resilient, growth-enabling as-
sets.
In addition, enabling access to digita-
lization and AI so small states are not 
left behind and appreciation for Chi-
na’s role in catalysing concessional fi-
nancing and grants, and a call for other 
nations to follow suit are priority areas 
for Antigua and Barbuda.
“This is the time to  recommit—work 
together, reduce inequalities, and cre-
ate opportunities that benefit all peo-
ple,” the Prime Minister said. 
According to the meeting communi-
qué, participants reached broad con-
sensus to:
◙◙ Place development at the heart of 

the international agenda and uphold 
multilateralism—including reform 
of global financial governance to 
increase developing-country voice. 

◙◙ Defend openness and rules-based 
trade, restore a fully function-
ing  WTO dispute settlement sys-
tem, and help developing countries 
integrate into global value chains. 

◙◙ Broaden financing channels—with 
developed countries meeting ODA 
and climate-finance commit-
ments—and scale technology trans-
fer that matches real needs. 

◙◙ Advance  innovation-driven and 
green development, cooperate 
on AI and big data, close the digital/
AI divide, and pursue low-carbon 
growth consistent with the UNFC-
CC and Paris Agreement. 

◙◙ Strengthen the Group of Friends 
of the GDI  and deepen coopera-
tion with UN development agen-
cies, multilateral development 
banks, and wider stakeholders.  
  
The meeting featured a High-Lev-
el Segment;  including ad-
dresses by  Chinese  Premier Li 
Qiang  and  UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres, followed 
by statements from Heads of State/
Government—with Antigua and 
Barbuda inscribed—then a  Panel 
Discussion  led by senior officials 
and experts. Guiding questions fo-
cused on concrete actions to imple-
ment the 2030 Agenda, revitalising 
development for the Global South, 
and the role of AI in development.  
 
Antigua and Barbuda affirmed its 
readiness to work with partners 
across the UN system to renew and 
strengthen cooperation  under the 
GDI framework; engage actively 
with the  Group of Friends of the 
GDI  and UN agencies to translate 
consensus into  country-level proj-
ects; and pursue partnerships that 
expand concessional finance, infra-
structure investment, and technolo-
gy transfer (including AI and digi-
talisation) for small states. 

Antigua and Barbuda Backs Global Development Initiative at UN High-Level 
Meeting; Calls for Fairer Rules, Scaled Finance, and Inclusive Technology
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A delegation from the An-
tigua and Barbuda Tour-
ism Authority (ABTA), 
led by CEO Colin James, 
is in Hong Kong this week 
attending Routes World 
2025, a premier aviation 
industry forum that brings 
together airlines, airports, 
and tourism officials from 
around the globe.
Dean Fenton, US Direc-
tor of Tourism, said the 
team has scheduled more 
than 40 high-level ap-
pointments with regional 
and international carriers 
to negotiate expanded 
services.
“Our goal is simple,” 
Fenton explained. “We’re 
here to strengthen rela-
tionships, explore oppor-
tunities for increased fre-

quency, and secure more 
flights into Antigua and 
Barbuda. Routes gives us 
the platform to do exactly 
that.”
For Antigua and Barbuda, 
airlift is more than con-
venience—it is lifeblood. 
With no land connections 
to larger markets, visitors 
must arrive by air or sea, 
and flights remain the 
most direct and scalable 
option.
Norrell Joseph, Sales and 
Marketing Manager for 
the USA, emphasised the 
importance of the annu-
al Routes event, noting, 
“This conference allows 
us to engage our airline 
partners in meaningful 
conversations about the 
needs of our destination”. 

“We bring feedback from 
travel partners on chal-
lenges they face getting 
clients to Antigua and 
Barbuda, and we work to 
find solutions. Increased 
frequency, additional 
nonstop gateways, and 
stronger partnerships are 
essential to growing our 
markets.”
Antigua and Barbuda 
enjoys nonstop services 
from major U.S. hubs, 
London, and seasonal 
flights from Germany. 
However, the team is 
pushing for greater con-
nectivity across North 
America, Europe, and be-
yond.
Joseph noted that Routes 
World 2025 also provides 
a chance to raise aware-

ness among new markets.
“Already, we’ve had con-
versations with people 
who admitted they had 
never heard of Antigua 
before. These exchang-
es may not be the main 
purpose of the confer-
ence, but they’re valuable 
in sparking interest and 
planting seeds for future 
travel demand,” he said.
The Antigua and Barbu-
da delegation remains 
focused on walking away 
from Routes World with 
commitments that will 
translate into tangible 
benefits for the twin-is-
land nation, to include 
more flights, stronger air-
line partnerships, and ul-
timately, more visitors.

Tourism Authority Pushes for Stronger Airlift at Routes World 2025
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Antigua and Barbuda yester-
day reiterated its support for 
a just, lasting, and compre-
hensive peace in the Middle 
East at the High-level Inter-
national Conference on the 
Peaceful Settlement of the 
Question of Palestine and 
Implementation of the Two-
State Solution, convened at 
the United Nations.
Prime Minister the Honour-
able  Gaston Browne  wel-
comed the convening of the 
conference and underscored 
its value in  reinvigorating 
international momentum to-
ward a two-state solution.
“The people of Palestine 
have waited far too long for 
the dignity, peace, and secu-
rity that self-determination 
affords. Antigua and Barbu-
da stands in solidarity with 

the Palestinian people and 
joins the international com-
munity in calling for urgent, 
good-faith negotiations to 
realize two states, living 
side by side in peace,” Prime 
Minister Browne said.

The Prime Minister urged 
all parties to act with cour-
age, restraint, and a spir-
it of compromise, noting 
that peace remains the only 
viable path forward. Anti-
gua and Barbuda pledged 

continued support for multi-
lateral efforts aimed at a ne-
gotiated settlement that up-
holds international law  and 
ensures the rights and secu-
rity of both Palestinians and 
Israelis.

Antigua and Barbuda Reaffirms Support at UN 
High-Level Conference on Palestine
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The Antigua and Barbuda 
Ex-Servicemen’s Associ-
ation officially launched 
the 2025 Poppy Appeal on 
Tuesday at the Cenotaph of 
Antigua Grammar School. 
The event highlighted re-
membrance, national pride, 
and the ongoing commit-
ment to support veterans 
who have served with dis-
tinction.
Representing the Gover-
nor General of Antigua and 
Barbuda, Sir Clare Roberts, 
KCN, KC, Governor Gen-
eral’s Deputy, delivered the 
keynote address and formal-
ly launched the appeal. In 
his remarks, Sir Clare un-
derscored the significance 
of the poppy as a lasting 
symbol of remembrance 
and hope, reminding the au-
dience that the duty to care 
for those who served now 
rests with all citizens.
Sir Clare read John Mc-
Crae’s timeless poem  ‘In 
Flanders Fields’  and noted 
that the red poppy in the 
poem reminds us that 
freedom was purchased 
with sacrifice, and that the 

duty to care for those who 
served is now ours.
In his message, Philmore 
Mullin, Chairman of the 
Ex-Servicemen’s Associa-
tion, reaffirmed the Asso-
ciation’s mission of raising 
awareness and funds to as-
sist veterans in need. He 
emphasised that the organ-
isation’s work ensures the 
sacrifices of Antigua and 
Barbuda’s servicemen and 
women, as well as those 
across the Commonwealth, 
are never forgotten and 
that this reality should in-
spire the public to support 
the Appeal wholeheartedly. 
Mr. Mullin later pinned the 
first poppy on the Governor 
General’s Deputy, symbol-
izing the official start of the 
2025 Appeal. The Gover-
nor General’s Deputy also 
infused life into the appeal 
with a donation on behalf of 
his wife Lady Roberts and 
himself.
The short but meaningful 
programme was chaired by 
Public Relations Officer, 
Retired Major Ivor Walker 
and featured the participa-

tion of key national leaders 
and institutions. Among 
them were Mr. Everton Jef-
fers, Acting Commissioner 
of Police, Mr. Samuel Rob-
erts, Principal of Antigua 
Grammar School, Major 
Samuel Roberts, Head of 
the National Cadet Corps, 
and Chairman Mr. Philmore 
Mullin. Each dignitary laid 
a wreath at the Cenotaph.
A central feature of this 
year’s launch was the par-
ticipation of the Antigua 
Grammar School, ensuring 
that the younger generation 
is actively engaged in car-
rying forward the lessons 

of sacrifice, courage, and 
national service. The cere-
mony also included the tra-
ditional recital of the Creed, 
reminding all present of the 
enduring symbolism of the 
poppy as both a tribute to 
those who gave their lives 
and a call to preserve peace.
The launch concluded with 
remarks by the Associa-
tion’s Deputy Chairman Mr. 
Everton Michael who  re-
iterated the call to sup-
port the  Ex-Servicemen’s 
Association  through poppy 
purchases or generous 
donations.

Governor General’s Deputy Officially Launches 2025 Poppy Appeal

Governor General’s Deputy, Sir Clare Roberts (L) and Philmore 
Mullin (R) Chairman of the Ex-Servicemen’s Association during the 
launch of the 2025 Poppy Appeal

The Cenotaph at Antigua Grammar School where wreaths were 
laid on Tuesday

The China Aid Programme  in collaboration with The 
Embassy of China Antigua and Barbuda, Yuan Long 
Ping High  Tech Agriculture  Co. Ltd.  Ministry of Agricul-
ture  Lands Fisheries and the Blue Economy  presents, 
a 3-week training course on  Agricultural  Water Saving  
Irrigation  for Antigua and Barbuda  from 16 th October 
to 5th  November  2025 at the Villa Poly Clinic ,Villa Area.

Please  call 462 0418 or 764 1256  for further information  
on registration 

NOTICE
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The Antigua and Barbuda Festivals 
Commission (ABFC) recently com-
pleted its six-day Music Producers’ 
Masterclass: Audio Essentials, with 
61 participants receiving certificates 
of completion. 
Hailed as a transformative experi-
ence, the training left attendees ener-
gised and better equipped to elevate 
the country’s music industry.
The masterclass was led by Kasey 
Phillips, CEO and Founder of Pre-
cision Productions, whose credits 
include work with international su-
perstars such as Ciara, Chris Brown, 
and Toni Braxton, as well as Carib-

bean icons Machel Montano, Bunji 
Garlin, and Antigua’s Tian Winter.
Joined by members of his Precision 
Productions team, Phillips deliv-
ered immersive, hands-on training 
sessions for producers, engineers, 
songwriters, and musicians at the 
State Insurance Company Limited 
Conference Centre on Independence 
Avenue.
Attendees described the experience 
as eye-opening and unifying. 
During the closing ceremony, Petley 
O’Keiffe, Director of National Fes-
tivals, praised participants for their 
commitment to honing their skills 

and strengthening the creative econ-
omy.
Delivering remarks on behalf of 
ABFC Chairperson, Ambassador 
Elizabeth Makhoul, Senator Mi-
chael Freeland, Deputy Chair of the 
Commission, emphasised the Com-
mission’s dedication to showcasing 
Antigua and Barbuda’s music on the 
global stage.
Minister of Education, Sports and 
Creative Industries, Daryll S. Mat-
thew, encouraged participants to 
pursue music professionally, not as 
a side pursuit.
“One way to achieve immortality 
is through great music, and this is 
your passport. Your commitment 
to attending all these Masterclasses 
demonstrates your dedication to pro-
ducing world-class work,” Matthew 
said.
The program also featured an his-
toric contribution from Clarence 
‘Oungku’ Edwards of the Origi-
nal Burning Flames, who gave rare 
insight into the origins of Benna 
Music, deepening participants’ un-
derstanding of Antigua’s musical 
heritage.
Inspired by this exchange, Kasey 
Phillips and the group produced two 
crossover rhythms during the work-
shop, including the officially named 
Antigua Festivals Rhythm. Phillips 
urged local artists to begin recording 
on the rhythm now, with an eye to-
wards Carnival, 2026.
The week culminated with the de-
but of an original track, written and 
produced by participants of the mas-
terclass, featuring vocals from Tian 
Winter.

61 Creatives Complete Music Producers’ Masterclass
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The Antigua & Barbuda Hotels and 
Tourism Association (ABHTA) has 
announced that Community First 
Co-operative Credit Union (CFCCU) 
will sponsor the upcoming Hospitality 
Job Fair, scheduled for this Friday at 
the Multipurpose Exhibition and Cul-
tural Centre.
The collaboration highlights a shared 
commitment to supporting not only 
career development but also financial 
stability within the tourism sector. By 
joining forces, ABHTA and CFCCU 
are underscoring the role of financial 
empowerment as an essential pillar of 
professional success for both jobseek-
ers and current hospitality workers.
Craig Marshall, Chairman of the 
ABHTA, welcomed the partnership, 
saying, “We are delighted to welcome 
Community First Co-operative Credit 
Union as a sponsor for the Hospitality 
Job Fair. Their partnership highlights 
the importance of financial wellness 
for all individuals working in hospital-
ity. The ABHTA remains committed 
to supporting our hospitality partners 
not only through job opportunities but 
also by ensuring they are empowered 
to build strong financial futures”.
Community First Co-operative Credit 
Union views the job fair as an oppor-
tunity to directly engage with hospital-
ity employees and prospective work-
ers on financial planning.

Lenora Murphy, Chief Operating Offi-
cer of CFCCU, expressed enthusiasm 
for the partnership.
“We at CFCCU are excited to partner 
with the ABHTA on this initiative. Fi-
nancial wellness is the foundation for 
personal and professional growth, and 
we are eager to work closely with part-
ners in the hospitality sector to ensure 
employees are equipped with the tools 
and knowledge to achieve financial se-
curity and success.”
Attendees of the job fair will have the 
opportunity to visit CFCCU at booth 
#33, where financial advisors will 

be available to provide personalized 
guidance and resources tailored to 
hospitality professionals.
The ABHTA extended its appreciation 
to CFCCU for its sponsorship and re-
affirmed the organisation’s dedication 
to nurturing both the professional and 
financial wellbeing of Antigua and 
Barbuda’s hospitality workforce.
The Hospitality Job Fair is expected to 
draw a wide range of participants, of-
fering opportunities for employment, 
training, and financial empowerment.

CFCCU Sponsors ABHTA Hospitality Job Fair
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A Jamaican man who was 
among five migrants de-
ported by the United States 
to Eswatini in Africa has 
been repatriated to his home 
country, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Kamina Johnson 
Smith confirmed last night.
Orville Etoria was held in a 
maximum-security prison in 
Eswatini for more than two 
months without charges or 
access to legal counsel, his 
lawyers have said, accusing 
the United States of deport-
ing him there unlawfully in 
mid-July.
The lawyers had said the 
US sent him to the south-
ern African nation under 
the Trump administration’s 
third-country deportation 
programme even though 
Jamaica was willing to take 
him back. They alleged Eto-
ria and the four other men 
were then repeatedly denied 
visits by a lawyer while they 
were held at the prison.
Etoria was repatriated on 
Sunday with the assistance 
of the United Nations’ In-
ternational Organization for 

Migration (IOM).
“We are pleased to welcome 
home Mr Etoria,” Johnson 
Smith said in a statement 
to The Gleaner. “We trust 
the Jamaican public under-
stands and joins the Gov-
ernment in respecting his 
desire for a quiet return. We 
reaffirm that the well-being 
of Jamaicans overseas is 
a constant priority for the 
Government, and note that 
this case is another example 

of the importance of inter-
national cooperation and 
the role of our diplomatic 
network in protecting the 
rights of Jamaican nationals 
abroad.”
She expressed gratitude to 
the government of Eswati-
ni for its cooperation in the 
matter and for the duty of 
care it exercised.
“We also thank the IOM for 
its direct support and com-

mend our High Commission 
in Pretoria for their hands-
on engagement. Together, 
our combined efforts en-
sured Mr. Etoria’s safe re-
turn,” said the minister.
The five men were de-
scribed as dangerous crimi-
nals by the US Department 
of Homeland Security. It 
said they had been sent 
to Eswatini because their 
home countries refused to 
take them back.
Eswatini, in an apparent 
contradiction of that, said 
they were only there in tran-
sit and would be sent home.
The five men had been con-
victed of serious crimes, 
including murder and child 
rape, and all were in the US 
illegally and had deporta-
tion orders, the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty said. Their lawyers said 
they had all completed their 
criminal sentences but were 
sent overseas to be held 
in another prison without 
charges or due process. (Ja-
maica Gleaner)

J’can repatriated from Eswatini after 2 months

484-4450 | Scotts Hill Road, Antigua
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The director of the Haiti Observatory 
within the Global Initiative Against 
Organised Crime, Romain Le Cour, 
has called on Haitian authorities to 
break their silence and issue an of-
ficial statement regarding the drone 
attacks that left eight children dead 
in the Simon Pelé neighbourhood of 
Cité Soleil.
Media reports said that the attack last 
night was aimed at gang leader, Al-
bert Stevenson alias “Djouma”, who 
at the time of the attack was prepar-
ing to celebrate his birthday and was 
distributing gifts to children.
The area is believed to be controlled 
by the Viv Ansanm (Living Togeth-
er) coalition of gangs, which the 
United States (US) designated a 
“foreign terrorist” organisation in 
May.
One of the group’s leaders and most 
notorious figures, Jimmy Cherizier, 
known as “Barbecue”, promised to 
avenge the attack.
Le Cour said that the attack raised 
“urgent questions of accountabili-
ty”. Several hours have passed since 
the event and authorities have still 
not issued an official statement.
“Who will ultimately bear responsi-
bility for this attack: the Prime Min-
ister? The Presidential Transitional 
Council? Private security compa-
nies? The leadership of the Haitian 
National Police?” Le Cour asked.
The Haitian National Human Rights 
Defence Network (RNDDH) said 
the explosions were caused by two 
kamikaze drones launched by the 
Haitian National Police task force 
and that the casualty figures were a 
conservative estimate, but believed 
at least four gang members were 

killed, as well as three civilians.
Authorities in Haiti have been bat-
tling gang violence particularly in 
the capital, Port-au-Prince, where 
the criminal gangs control approxi-
mately 80 per cent of the city.
In June, the Government first pub-
licly signalled that it was using 
drones when local police posted a 
video on Facebook of an attack on a 
gang leader.
At a high-level meeting on Haiti in 
New York on Monday, the United 
States, Kenya, and Haiti called for 
support for the transformation of 
the Kenya-led Multinational Secu-
rity Support (MSS) Mission in the 
French-speaking Caribbean Com-
munity (Caricom) country to be a 
more robust gang suppression force 
(GSF), ahead of a vote at the United 

Nations (UN) Security Council later 
this month.
Kenyan President William Ruto ac-
knowledged that the mission’s ef-
forts had been undermined by a lack 
of material, logistical and financial 
resources.
“Of the 2,500 police officers the 
force was initially supposed to have, 
fewer than 1,000 are currently de-
ployed. Added to this are defective 
American armoured vehicles and a 
lack of international support.
“We cannot depend on charity. 
Funding must be predictable,” Ruto 
said, adding that only a mission with 
clear objectives, guaranteed resourc-
es and solid logistical support would 
be able to address these structural 
deficiencies. (CMC)

Children killed in drone attack in Haiti
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The official opening of the 
47th Anniversary of Inde-
pendence kicks off on Sat-
urday, September 27, with a 
parade in the streets of Ro-
seau from 3:00 PM.
Chief Cultural Officer Earl-
son Matthew made the an-
nouncement while speaking 
on DBS Radio on Monday.
“Well, last year, for the first 
time, we did the official 
opening parade. Of course, 
the day before that, we did 
the ceremony because we 
heard the complaints that 
people [don’t] like, you 
know, the speeches after the 
road and all of that.  So we 
did the official opening and 
then the parade last year,” 
he said. “And the parade 
was a success. It was a hit, 
I could say.  People enjoyed 
it. And what we’re going to 
do this year is build on that. 
So, you know, we [took] 
note of things that needed 
improvement and things 
that worked well. And 
we’re just going to keep 
building on that.”
He continued, “ I mean, 
there are things that we 
didn’t feature, things like 
the marching band aspect. 
You remember Indepen-
dence back in the days be-
fore the World Creole Mu-
sic Festival, the highlight 
of the Independence season 
was actually the street pa-
rade, the military parade. 
So, I mean, the festival has 
grown…”

According to Matthew, or-
ganizers plan to include the 
element of the marching 
band.
“So we have the Cadet 
Corps with us [and] if we 
are talking of improvement 
from last we didn’t feature 
dance so heavily, so we are 
going to feature bele on the 
road, we are going to fea-
ture the European round 
dances on the road,  with 
live amplified traditional 
bands backing them up,” he 

revealed. “We had two last 
year [and] we are going to 
double on that this year.”
He continued, “We are go-
ing to feature a float done 
by DEXIA [Dominica Ex-
port Import Agency] and 
the Local Government Di-
vision, which will highlight 
Market Day with a Differ-
ence, because that is anoth-
er important part of the In-
dependence season.”
Matthew explained that the 
float will be a simulation of 

a market day, “the market 
stand and the produce…
they will be doing all of 
that.”
Furthermore, he said there 
will be another float featur-
ing WATO, highlighting the 
cuisine aspect of Domini-
ca’s culture.
Additionally, Matthew en-
courages the general public 
to wear madras for the oc-
casion.
“We are asking the public 
to wear their madras on 
Saturday,” he encouraged. 
“We want to make it inclu-
sive, you don’t just come 
and watch, you are part of 
it because you have to dress 
the part as well; look the 
part.”
Meanwhile, he said the pa-
rade route will be similar 
to last year and will begin 
from the Pottersville Savan-
nah to the City of Roseau, 
then will follow the Carni-
val route, “From Indepen-
dence Street, King George 
V Street, the Dame Eugenia 
Charles Boulevard, Kenne-
dy Avenue.”
“When we get to Great 
George Street by Payless 
we make a left onto Great 
George Street, and all the 
way to the Bridge. We take 
a left onto the Promenade, 
which is different from last 
year,” Matthew explained. 
“Last year we went through 
the market and came up.” 
(Dominica News Online)

Official opening parade for Independence 
2025 set for Saturday
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A 13-year-old Afghan boy 
made a dangerous jour-
ney from Kabul to Delhi, 
hiding in the landing gear 
compartment of a Kam 
Air passenger plane.
Officials say the teen, 
who is from Kunduz city 
in northern Afghanistan, 
was found wandering 
around on the runway at 
Delhi’s international air-
port after the plane landed 
on Monday.
He was detained by In-
dian security personnel 
and questioned for sev-
eral hours before being 
sent back to Kabul on the 
same flight.
The boy reportedly told 
authorities he made the 
journey out of curiosity.
A spokesperson from the 
Indian Central Industri-
al Security Force (CISF) 
said the boy managed to 

travel undetected on Kam 
Airlines flight RQ-4401, 
which landed in Del-
hi around 11:10 (05:40 
GMT) on Sunday.
Police found him roam-
ing around by himself and 
took him aside for ques-
tioning.
The boy reportedly told 
authorities that he had 
hidden himself in the rear 
central landing gear com-
partment of the plane.
The airline staff also 
found a small red-co-
loured audio speaker after 
further safety inspections 
were carried out.
The Indian Express news-
paper reported that the 
13-year-old wanted to 
travel to Iran and did not 
know that the flight he en-
tered was bound for Del-
hi, not Tehran.
According to the newspa-

per, the boy sneaked into 
Kabul airport, trailed a 
group of passengers, and 
stowed away in the air-
craft’s rear wheel well - 
the internal compartment 
which houses the land-

ing gear. He was carry-
ing only the red coloured 
speaker with him.
There have been recent 
incidents of stowaways 
hiding in flights to the US 
or Europe, often escaping 
their home countries. But 
very few of them make it 
out alive.
Experts say that many 
stowaways who survive 
such flights are often un-
conscious during descent, 
putting them at risk of 
falling to their deaths 
when the landing gear is 
lowered.
In 2022, a 22-year-old 
Kenyan man was found 
alive in the wheel well of 
a cargo plane in Amster-
dam. (BBC)
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Afghan boy flies from Kabul to Delhi hiding in plane’s landing gear

The Central Marketing Corporation (CMC) is in 
the process of hiring a Project Manager to as-
sist with the upgrading of its facilities at Utility 
Drive and at its Headquarters at Valley Road, 
St. John’s.

Individuals who are interested in making a bid 
for this position are kindly asked to contact the 
CMC Board via email atiya.fabian@ab.gov.
ag with the subject heading REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL.

Bids should be submitted 
on or before Monday, 29 
September 2025.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

mailto:atiya.fabian@ab.gov.ag
mailto:atiya.fabian@ab.gov.ag
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Two people have died in 
eastern Taiwan and scores 
more are trapped or missing 
after a super typhoon caused 
a mountain lake to burst its 
banks, fire officials said.
The barrier lake, formed by 
previous landslides, broke 
on Tuesday afternoon, send-
ing water surging into the 
nearby township of Guang-
fu in Hualien county.
Rescuers from across Tai-
wan are heading to the area. 
Super Typhoon Ragasa is 
the strongest storm of 2025 
and is now bearing down on 
China’s southern coast.
It is due to make land-
fall in Guangdong prov-
ince on Wednesday, where 
some 370,000 people have 
been evacuated, and many 

schools and businesses shut. 
Hong Kong has upgraded its 
typhoon warning to eight - 
two levels below the maxi-
mum.
Ragasa - equivalent to a 
Category 5 hurricane - 
packed wind gusts of up to 
285km/h (177mph) at its 
highest point on Monday, 
and has triggered warnings 
of floods, storm surges and 
landslides across the region 
this week.
Taiwan has been lashed by 
the outside edge of Ragasa 
since Monday. The island 
recorded almost 60cm (24 
inches) of rain in its east 
due to the typhoon, Reuters 
news agency reported.
In Hualien county the burst 
lake washed away a bridge, 

uprooted trees and sub-
merged cars. Video showed 
fast-moving water flowing 
through the area.
“In some places, water tem-
porarily rose as high as the 
second floor of a house and 
was about [as high as] one 
floor in the town centre, 
where the water has been 
receding,” Lee Lung-sheng, 
deputy chief of Hualien 
County Fire Department, 
told AFP news agency.
“About 263 people were 
trapped and moved up to 
higher ground when the riv-
er suddenly rose. They are 
not in immediate danger, 
but they are very worried 
about the high water.”
Elsewhere in Taiwan six 
people were injured, fer-

ry services suspended and 
more than 100 international 
flights cancelled as Ragasa 
passed through.
Chinese authorities are 
warning of storm surges 
of up to five metres. Some 
370,000 people have been 
evacuated so far in Guang-
dong, as authorities warn of 
a “catastrophic” situation.
On Tuesday, supermarket 
shelves in Hong Kong were 
wiped empty of fresh bread, 
vegetables, meat and instant 
noodles as residents pre-
pared to hunker down.
Hong Kong Internation-
al Airport said it expect-
ed “significant disruption 
to flight operations” from 
18:00 local time (10:00 
GMT) on Tuesday until the 

Typhoon bursts Taiwan lake as strongest 
storm barrels towards China
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next day.
More than 500 Cathay Pa-
cific flights are expected to 
be cancelled, while Hong 
Kong Airlines said it would 
stop all departures from the 
city.
Ragasa has been dubbed the 
“King of Storms” by Chi-
na’s meteorological agency 
and is expected to move to-
wards northern Vietnam in 
the coming days, potentially 
affecting millions.
In cities across southern 
China, shop owners piled 
sandbags in front of their 
stores in preparation for the 
storm’s arrival, with res-
idents in low-lying areas 
next to the sea front partic-
ularly worried about tidal 
surges.
Many have also taped up the 
windows of their homes and 
businesses, hoping to pre-
vent their destruction.
Although this part of south-
ern China and Hong Kong is 
used to frequent typhoons, 
the impact this time may be 
worsened because of the lo-
cation of the storm.
The right hand side of Ra-
gasa - as it approaches Hong 
Kong and Guangdong - is 
know as the “dirty side” - 
and it is this which will hit 
the region. The “dirty side” 
can be much more destruc-
tive than the left-hand side, 
primarily because the mo-
tion of the storm is added to 
the background circulation 
of the typhoon.
Where these two move-
ments combine is where the 
most destructive winds are 
found. Additionally, these 
winds will be pushing water 

inland, resulting in a bigger 
storm surge.
It is not yet clear exactly 
how much climate change 
has affected Ragasa specifi-
cally. But a warming world 
is expected to make tropical 
storms like typhoons and 
hurricanes more intense on 
average, according to UN 
scientists.
That means higher wind 
speeds, heavier rainfall 
and a higher risk of coastal 
flooding, although the num-
ber of typhoons across east 
and southeast Asia may de-
crease in future.
Ragasa also lashed through 
a remote island in the north 
of the Philippines on Mon-
day, killing at least one per-
son as thousands of families 
were evacuated before the 
storm made landfall.
Schools and government of-
fices were shut in large parts 
of the country, including in 
the capital Manila.
Ragasa would “pose a seri-
ous threat” to Hong Kong, 
said Eric Chan, the city’s 
Chief Secretary for Admin-
istration, comparing it to 
two other typhoons which 
left behind trails of severe 
destruction.
Super typhoon Mangkhut in 
2018 - to date the most in-
tense typhoon to strike the 
city - injured 200 people, 
sank ships and wrecked in-
frastructure, with the weath-
er agency estimating eco-
nomic losses of HK$4.6bn 
($592m: £438m).
In 2017, typhoon Hato un-
leashed serious flooding and 
injured more than 100 peo-
ple in the city. (BBC)
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Nasa has said it hopes to send astro-
nauts on a ten-day trip around the 
Moon as soon as February.
The US space agency had previously 
committed to launching no later than 
the end of April but said it aims to 
bring the mission forward.
It’s been 50 years since any country 
has flown a crewed lunar mission. 
Nasa will send four astronauts there 
and back to test systems.
The Artemis II mission is the second 
launch of the Artemis programme, 
whose aim is to land astronauts and 
eventually establish a long-term pres-
ence on the lunar surface.
NASA Artist impression of a small 
spacecraft with four solar panels mak-
ing a X shape around it, flying above 
the lunar surface with the Earth in the 
background. NASA
Artwork: Artemis II will be the first 
crewed lunar mission for more than 50 
years

Lakiesha Hawkins, Nasa’s acting 
deputy associate administrator said it 
would be an important moment in the 
human exploration of space.
“We together have a front row seat to 
history,” she told a news conference 
this afternoon.
“The launch window could open as 
early as the fifth of February, but we 
want to emphasize that safety is our 
top priority.”
Artemis Launch Director, Charlie 
Blackwell-Thompson explained that 
the powerful rocket system built to 
take the astronauts to the Moon, the 
Space Launch System (SLS) was 
“pretty much stacked and ready to go”.
All that remained was to complete the 
crew capsule, called Orion, connected 
to SLS and to complete ground tests.
The first Artemis mission lasted 25 
days and saw the launch of an un-
crewed spacecraft in November 2022. 
It saw a spacecraft travel around the 

Moon and re-enter the Earth’s atmo-
sphere.
The mission was overwhelmingly suc-
cessful, though there were issues with 
the heatshield as the spacecraft re-en-
tered the Earth’s atmosphere. These 
have since been addressed.
The Artemis II launch will see four 
astronauts go on a ten-day round trip 
to the Moon and back to the Earth. 
The astronauts, Reid Wiseman, Victor 
Glover, and Christina Koch, of Nasa 
and Jeremy Hansen of the Canadian 
Space Agency, will not land on the 
Moon, though they will be the first 
crew to travel beyond low Earth orbit 
since Apollo 17 in 1972.
The lead Artemis II flight director, 
Jeff Radigan explained that the crew 
would be flying further into space than 
anyone had been before.
“They’re going at least 5,000 nauti-
cal miles (9,200Km) past the Moon, 
which is much higher than previous 

Nasa plans first crewed Moon mission in 50 
years for February
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missions have gone,” he told reporters.
The aim of the mission is to test the 
rocket and spacecraft’s systems to lay 
the ground for a lunar landing.
The astronauts will enter the Orion 
capsule, which will be their home for 
the duration of their journey which sits 
on top of SLS.
This will be carried initially into Earth 
orbit with the help of two solid rocket 
boosters, which will fall back to Earth 
two minutes after launch once they 
have done the heavy lifting.
Eight minutes after launch the massive 
Core stage will separate from the sec-
ond stage, called the Interim Cryogen-
ic Propulsion System (ICPS), and the 
Orion crew capsule. Orion’s solar ar-
rays will unfurl and begin charging the 
spacecraft’s batteries to provide power 
when it is not in direct sunlight.
Ninety minutes later ICPS fires its en-
gines to raise the vehicle to a higher 
Earth orbit, and for the next 25 hours 
there will be a full systems check.
If everything is in order, Orion will 
separate from ICPS and there will be 
a form of “space ballet” between the 
two vehicles, more prosaically called 
the Proximity Operations Demonstra-
tion.
Astronauts will manually control Ori-
on’s manoeuvring thruster to dance to-
ward and away from ICPS. This will 
be to rehearse docking procedures in 
order to link up with a landing vehicle 
for the eventual Moon landing.
Twenty-three hours later Orion’s ser-
vice module carries out a Translunar 
Injection (TLI) burn - a blast of thrust 
aiming it at the Moon - before Orion 
makes its four-day journey, taking the 
astronauts more than 230,000 miles 
from Earth.
During the journey the astronauts 
will be continue to carry out systems 
checks.
Experiments will monitor how their 
bodies are affected by space. Scientists 
will grow tissue samples from the as-
tronauts’ blood called organoids both 
before and after their journey.

The two sets of organoids will be com-
pared to see how the astronauts’ bod-
ies have been affected by space, ac-
cording to Dr Nicky Fox, Nasa’s head 
of science.
“You may be wondering why we are 
doing all that when we have the actual 
astronauts, she told BBC News.
“We want to be able to study in depth 
the effect of the microgravity and the 
radiation on these samples. I’m cer-
tainly not going to dissect an astro-
naut! But I can dissect these little or-
ganoid samples and really look at the 
difference.”
After the spacecraft slingshots past the 
Moon, the astronauts begin their four-
day journey home, drawn back with 
the help of the Earth’s gravity.
On arrival, the service module, which 
has the spacecraft’s primary propul-
sion system, separates from the crew 
module. The astronauts will then be-
gin a dangerous part of the mission as 

they re-enter the Earth’s atmosphere, 
and parachute back to the surface off 
the coast of California.
The success of the mission will deter-
mine how soon Nasa can launch Arte-
mis III, to actually land on the Moon. 
But even if the mission goes to perfec-
tion, the space agency’s stated aim of 
“no earlier than mid-2027” is unrealis-
tic, according to Dr Simeon Barber of 
the Open University.
“’No earlier than’ is familiar language 
for NASA, and it means just that. 
That’s the earliest possibility,” he said, 
adding that he deemed that optimistic 
due to the expense of keeping Artemis 
III on track.
“The Moon landing will require [Elon 
Musk’s] SpaceX Starship to take the 
astronauts to and from the surface, 
and we’ve seen in recent months that 
Starship itself still has a long way to 
go before it can even achieve an orbit-
al flight around the Earth, let alone put 
astronauts on board.” (BBC)
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President Donald Trump delivered a 
critical address to the United Nations 
General Assembly, charging the insti-
tution with failing to act to solve spi-
raling conflicts and immigration woes 
and deriding its “empty words” that 
“don’t solve war.”
“All they seem to do is write a really 
strongly worded letter,” he said, tout-
ing his own peacemaking efforts at a 
moment of heightened strain with U.S. 
allies over Palestinian statehood, trade 
and other flash points.
Trump also called climate change con-
cerns a “con job,” saying that inter-
national agreements to reduce global 
warming were “destroying” much of 
the free world with demands that in-
dustrialized nations disrupt their soci-
eties even as the developing ones con-
tinue to defy the rules.
Instead, the president urged the na-
tions before him to forge a new path in 
partnership with Washington, saying 
he believed the organization “has tre-
mendous potential,” while touting his 
own successes and sharply criticizing 

many of theirs.
“I’m really good at this stuff,” the 
president said. “Your countries are go-
ing to hell.”
Since his last address to the assembly 
six years ago, “the guns of war have 
shattered the peace I forged on two 
continents,” he said, before touting his 
own efforts to bring an end to seven 
wars and conflicts in seven months.
“I never even received a phone call 
from the United Nations, offering to 
help in finalizing the deal. All I got 
from the United Nations was an escala-
tor that on the way up stopped right in 
the middle … and then a teleprompter 
that didn’t work,” Trump said, allud-
ing to technical issues at the beginning 
of his remarks Tuesday.
After his speech, Trump is scheduled 
to meet with U.N. Secretary-General 
António Guterres, as well as leaders 
from Ukraine, Argentina and the Euro-
pean Union, where the president said 
many countries stand “on the brink 
of destruction” due to their green en-
ergy projects. He will also take part 

in a multilateral meeting with Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Turkey, Paki-
stan, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates 
and Jordan, White House press secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt told reporters on 
Monday.
Trump said that he would soon sit 
down with Lula, praising their “excel-
lent chemistry.”
When Trump addressed the U.N. 
during his first term, he promised to 
“reject the ideology of globalism” and 
urged other countries to join him in a 
patriotic national embrace. Those re-
marks drew derisive snickers from the 
world leaders and dignitaries in the au-
dience.
This year, Trump said he was eager to 
offer “the hand of American leadership 
and friendship” to any members of the 
assembly “willing to join us in forging 
a safer, more prosperous world.”
He urged its support in bringing an 
end to wars, including in Gaza and 
Ukraine, but said that to do so, “we 
must work together.”
While his relationships with many for-
eign leaders have improved this time 
around, Trump has not shied from 
envisioning an expansionary image 
of American strength while imposing 
punishing tariffs on friends and foes 
alike. Some of those tariffs, Trump 
said, were a retaliatory effort.
“We are hitting them back,” he said of 
Brazil, before suggesting the bilateral 
relationship could forge a new path 
out of economic struggle.
“They can only do well when they’re 
working with us; without us, they will 
fail just as others have failed,” he said.
At the same time, the administration 
has accelerated its pullback from the 
U.N., slashing its contributions to the 

Trump criticizes U.N. for failing to end wars and 
address immigration concerns
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organization and, until last week, leav-
ing its ambassadorship vacant. On Fri-
day, a State Department spokesperson 
called for the U.N. to “get back to ba-
sics, reorienting the organization to its 
origins as an effective tool for advanc-
ing peace, sovereignty, and liberty.”
The retreat was on display Sunday 
and Monday, after France, the U.K., 
Canada and Australia formally recog-
nized a Palestinian state — with more 
countries likely to follow this week 
— breaking with leadership in Wash-
ington. Trump “has been very clear he 
disagrees with this decision,” Leavitt 
told reporters Monday in a preview of 
his address.
Trump, in his remarks Tuesday, said 
recognizing Palestinian statehood 
would amount to “a reward” for 
Hamas, and called for the release of 
Israeli hostages.
None of the countries that have recog-
nized Palestinian statehood “will play 
much of a role in bringing about the 
end of this conflict in Gaza,” Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio told NBC News’ 
“Today.”
“Everybody continues to come to us 
to make a difference,” he added. “Any 
future resolution of this matter with Is-
rael is going to have to be negotiated. 
Isn’t going to be up to France or the 
U.K. or any other country.”
Trump has urged European leaders to 
impose huge tariffs on India and Chi-
na over their oil purchases to pressure 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to 
end the war in Ukraine, calling the 
failure to do so inexcusable” and “em-
barassing.”
“They’re buying oil and gas from Rus-
sia, while they’re fighting Russia,” he 
said. “They have to immediately cease 
all energy purchases from Russia; oth-
erwise, we’re all wasting a lot of time.”
Separately, the United States has im-
posed its own punishing trade tariffs 
on India and a new $100,000 fee on 

new H-1 B visas. Other leaders have 
been locked in negotiations with the 
administration over the tariff regime.
Grappling with unresolved wars in 
Gaza and Ukraine, which he has 
pledged to end, Trump has acknowl-
edged his frustrations as the two tasks 
remain vexingly out of reach, say-
ing recently that Putin “really let me 
down” about a month after they met 
in Alaska for talks aimed at progress. 
The war, ongoing for more than three 
years, is “making them look bad,” he 

said Tuesday.
The president has “repeatedly ex-
pressed his deep disappointment at 
the direction that Putin is taking this, 
even after Alaska, and at some point 
he may have to decide to impose new 
sanctions,” added Rubio.
But he warned that “the minute we 
go heavy on the sanctions and every-
thing else, our ability to act as a bro-
ker to bring about peace is diminished. 
(NBC)
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Spirit Airlines plans to furlough 1,800 
flight attendants before the end of the 
year, the cash-strapped budget carrier 
said Monday.
The company said it made the “diffi-
cult decision” to put cabin crew mem-
bers on temporary leave to match staff-
ing needs with expected flight demand 
during Spirit’s second bankruptcy in a 
year.
“We recognize the impact of this de-
cision on affected team members, and 
we are committed to treating them 
with care and respect during this pro-
cess,” the airline said in a statement.
Spirit filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection last month and subsequent-
ly announced that it planned to sus-
pend operations in about a dozen U.S. 
cities beginning in October.
The union that represents the airline’s 
flight attendants said Monday that 
Spirit would seek candidates willing to 
take six month or one year voluntary 
furloughs starting November 1 before 
moving forward with involuntary fur-
loughs based on seniority effective 

December 1
The Association of Flight Attendants 
said it was working to secure “prefer-
ential interviews” with other airlines 
for furloughed flight attendants.
In a letter sent Monday to its members, 
the union said that while it initially 
succeeded in staving off furloughs as 
Spirit tries to slash costs, “the problem 
is that the significant reduction of air-
craft and flight hours requires a much 
higher reduction in force.”
Spirit, which is based in Florida, says 
it is ending services in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico; Birmingham, Alabama; 
Boise, Idaho; Chattanooga, Tennessee; 
Columbia, South Carolina; Portland; 
and Salt Lake City. It is also suspend-
ing operations in the California cities 
of Sacramento, Oakland, San Diego 
and San Jose.
Known for its bright yellow planes and 
no-frills service, Spirit has had a rough 
ride since the COVID-19 pandemic, 
struggling to rebound amid rising op-
eration costs and its mounting debt.
By the time of its first Chapter 11 fil-

ing last November, Spirit had lost 
more than $2.5 billion since the start 
of 2020.
The airline also instituted furloughs 
and job cuts before filing for bankrupt-
cy last year.
The company’s cost-cutting efforts 
continued after it emerged from bank-
ruptcy protection in March, including 
plans to furlough about 270 pilots and 
downgrade some 140 captains to first 
officers in the coming months.
Those changes, which are set to take 
effect on October 1 and November 1, 
were also tied to expected flight de-
mand in 2026, the company has said.
Spirit has said it was considering sell-
ing off certain aircraft and real estate.
Its fleet is relatively young, making the 
airline an attractive target. But buyout 
attempts from budget rivals like Jet-
Blue and Frontier were unsuccessful 
both before and during Spirt’s first 
bankruptcy process. (Jamaica Glean-
er)

Spirit Airlines to furlough 1,800 flight attendants 
amid second bankruptcy
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Hermitage records first win in defence of Business League title
Defending champions 

Hermitage Bay Strikers 
recorded their first win in 
defence of their title in the 
2025 JOMA Caribbean 
Ministry of Sports Business 
Football League Champion-
ship over the weekend.

	 After launching their 
title defence with a goalless 
draw against Cocos Hotel 
in their opening Group 4 
clash, Hermitage Bay Strik-
ers romped to a 4-1 victory 
against the Department of 
Immigration in their second 
encounter at the Jennings 
playing field. Rodney Law-
rence converted twice, and 
Barrington Blake and Roy 
Gregory scored once for 
Hermitage Bay.

Villa Tech Enterprise and 
Antigua and Barbuda Port 
Authority made winning 
starts to their campaign in 
Group 4 by snatching 1-0 
wins in their respective 
opening matches. 

Roan Harris struck the 
winner as Villa Tech En-
terprise overcame Antigua 
Power Company at the Ra-
dio Range playing field in 
Ottos, while Antigua and 
Barbuda Port Authority pre-
vailed against AS Bryden 
Green Acres at Golden 
Grove. 

Last year’s losing finalist 
and second-place finisher, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
made it two wins in as many 
games with a 5-0 victory 
against Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium in a Group 2 affair 
at the St. Johnston’s Village 
Stadium.

After drawing their open-
ing game, Macky Enterprise 

notched up their first win in 
Group 2 by snatching a 1-0 
win against the Ministry of 
Tourism at Golden Grove.

Fresh Acres Enterprise 
rebounded from a 3-1 loss 
to the Ministry of Tourism 
in their opening Group 2 
encounter by pulling off a 
2-0 victory against Jolly 
Harbour Stingers at Radio 
Range.

After suffering a 2-1 loss 
to the Ministry of Agricul-
ture in their opening Group 
2 encounter, the Central 
Marketing Corporation 

(CMC) notched up their 
first win with a 2-1 victory 
against Hodges Bay Resort 
at the Keithley Sheppard 
Recreational Park.

Last year’s third-place 
finishers, Sandals Resort, 
claimed their second win in 
as many games in Group 1 
with a 3-0 victory against 
Royalton Strikers at the St. 
Johnston’s Village Stadium.

Galley Bay Ballers se-
cured their second win in 
Group 1 with a 6-0 drubbing 
of newcomers Automotive 
Art at Jennings.

After suffering a 3-2 
loss to Galley Bay Ballers, 
APUA Head Office claimed 
their first win in Group 1 
with a 1-0 victory against 
Public Works Asphalt at 
Golden Grove.

Saint John’s Development 
Corporation launched their 
Group 1 campaign with a 
1-0 victory against the Na-
tional Housing Department 
Demolition Squad at the 
Keithley Sheppard Recre-
ational Park.

His Majesty’s Prison 
(HMP) Oasis United se-
cured their second win in 
as many games in Group 3 
with a 3-0 victory against 
ACE Trucking at Radio 
Range.

Antigua and Barbuda 
Airport Authority are still 
searching for their first win 
in Group 3 after battling to 
a 1-1 draw with Royalton 
Chic Hotel at the St. John-
ston’s Village Stadium.

After securing a 1-1 draw 
with Postal Services in their 
opening encounter, the 
Central Housing and Plan-
ning Authority (CHAPA) 
Warriors notched up their 
first win with a 3-0 victory 
against SkyTiger Services at 
Jennings.

Postal Services also se-
cured their first win in 
Group 3 with a 2-0 victory 
against Keyonna Beach at 
the Keithley Sheppard Rec-
reational Park.

Keyonna Beach Hotel and 
Royalton Chic Hotel will 
meet in a rescheduled Group 
3 affair at Radio Range to-
day at 7:30 pm.

Rodney Lawrence scored twice for Hermitage Bay 
Strikers against Immigration.
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Winning starts for BoE and Anjo Wholesale in 

Business Basketball League
The Board of Education (BOE) and 

Anjo Wholesale made winning starts 
to their campaigns in the 2025 Cool 
and Smooth Antigua and Barbuda 
Basketball Association’s (ABBA) 
Business League Championships on 
Monday night.

The Board of Education launched 
their campaign with an 82-54 victo-
ry against the Sledge O Ballers in the 
second game of a double-header at the 
JSC Sports Complex.

Coy Quinland led the Board of Edu-
cation with a game-high 18 points and 
five rebounds.

Danny Perez produced 14 points, 
five assists, and five steals, and Lind-

say McDonald scored 12 points. Dan-
iel Perez contributed 12 points, four 
steals, and four assists for the Board 
of Education.

Marlon Davis scored 15 points, and 
Daijon George converted 11 points for 
the Sledge O Ballers.

Anjo Wholesale started their cam-
paign by cruising to a commanding 
71-58 victory against Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Centre in the opening game 
of Monday’s double-header.

Orion Seraphine produced 14 points, 
four assists, and three steals; Steven 
Matthew also contributed 14 points, 
four assists, and four steals; and Web-
ster Baptista converted 12 points and 

claimed six rebounds for Anjo Whole-
sale.

Demeitre Leitch sank 14 points and 
grabbed 15 rebounds, and Raheem 
Charles scored 10 points for Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre.

The business league competition will 
continue with another double-header 
at the JSC Sports Complex this eve-
ning.

The Sledge O Ballers will clash with 
Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre at 7 pm, 
and Cornerstone Builders and Mainte-
nance will take on Antigua Computer 
Technology at 8 pm.

Willock among winners in ABDA draughts tournament
The nation’s top player, 

Bernard “Premier” Willock, 
is among the winners on the 
opening night of the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Draughts 
Association’s (ABDA) Cool 
and Smooth Invitational 
Tournament.

Willock stamped his au-
thority with a crushing 9-0 
victory against St. Clair Jo-
siah in one of the opening 
matches at the invitational 
draughts tournament, which 
commenced at the Gray’s 
Green Community Basket-
ball Court, also known as 
Knuckle Block, on Monday 

night.
Success as well for An-

thony “Tony” Gomes, who 
won his first two matches. 
Gomes crushed Tion Grant 

7-1 and prevailed by the 
same score line against Ste-
venson “Smoothie” Vital.

Vital celebrated success 
by snatching a 5-2 victo-

ry against Eustace “Zocio” 
Samuel. Samuel managed 
to salvage a 4-4 draw with 
Tion Grant in his second en-
counter.

Marvin “Bruce” Gray also 
romped to a commanding 
7-1 victory against Elvis 
Cordice in his opening en-
counter.

Jack Matthew prevailed 
5-2 against Amakusa Jere-
miah but had to settle for a 
4-4 draw with St. Clair Jo-
siah. The draughts competi-
tion will conclude on Thurs-
day.
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Sports News
Iconic former cricket umpire Bird dies at age 92

Harold “Dickie” Bird, the 
charismatic and much-loved 
former cricket umpire from 
England who officiated in 
66 test matches and three 
World Cup finals, has died. 
He was 92.

Bird’s death was an-
nounced on Tuesday by 
English club Yorkshire, his 
home county where he was 
made president in 2014. 
Yorkshire said he died 
“peacefully” at his home.

Yorkshire called Bird a 
“national treasure” who was 
“known not only for his um-
piring excellence but also 
for his eccentricities and 
warmth.

“He leaves behind a lega-
cy of sportsmanship, humil-
ity, and joy — and a legion 
of admirers across genera-

tions.”
Bird’s first-class playing 

career, which included spells 
with his beloved Yorkshire 
and Leicestershire, was cut 
short by injury at the age of 
32 with an average of 20.71.

He went on to become 
arguably the world’s most 
famous umpire, standing in 
an English county match for 
the first time in 1970 and his 
first Test three years later.

In 1975, Bird took charge 
of the inaugural men’s 
Cricket World Cup final. 
At his final Test in 1996, a 
guard of honour by the play-
ers of England and India at 
Lord’s reduced him to tears.

“Dickie enjoyed an illus-
trious career as an umpire,” 
the Lord’s-based Maryle-
bone Cricket Club said, 

“and was one of the most 
popular officials in the his-
tory of the game.”

An umpire long before the 
introduction of technology 
to cricket, Bird — whose 
name resonated beyond the 
world of cricket — was 
renowned for being cau-
tious with his decisions and 
making few clear mistakes, 
telling the BBC that his par-
ents “installed this mental 
strength to believe in my-
self.”

In his pomp — and in his 
later years — he was as pop-
ular as the players he offici-
ated, never refusing to sign 
an autograph and often seen 
waiting patiently to do so 
even when lines were long.

His autobiography 
chalked up more than a mil-

lion sales, becoming Brit-
ain’s biggest-selling sports 
book in the process.

It was his idiosyncrasies 
that made him so loved — 
the way he raised his fin-
ger to give a batter out, his 
warmth and conversational 
approach with players, his 
grin, his stooping gait, how 
he twitched his arms and 
tugged at his umpire’s jack-
et.

Bird listed Sir Garfield 
Sobers, Sunil Gavaskar, Sir 
Vivian Richards of Antigua, 
and Dennis Lillee as the best 
players he ever umpired.

“Remembered for your 
fairness, integrity, humour, 
and true Yorkshire spirit,” 
former India player Dinesh 
Karthik posted on X. “A 
legend forever.”

In his post-umpire life as 
after-dinner speaker and oc-
casional TV personality, he 
wasn’t short of anecdotes 
— not least when he was in 
the middle when the pitch at 
Yorkshire’s home ground, 
Headingley, once flooded 
because of a problem with 
the drainage system — and 
he remained a proud York-
shireman to the end.

His one regret in life, Bird 
told The Guardian newspa-
per in 2013, was not having 
a family.

“I gave my life to cricket, 
it’s as simple as that,” he 
said. “I never got married 
because I was married to the 
game.”

Former umpire Dickie Bird rings the bell ahead of the first day of the first Test 
match at Lord’s cricket ground in London, Thursday, May 21, 2015. (AP)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Champs Antigua dominate individual awards at ECVA’s Final Four

Players from three-peat cham-
pions Antigua and Barbuda dom-
inated the individual awards at the 
2025 Eastern Caribbean Volleyball 
Association’s (ECVA) Men’s Fi-
nal Four Championship at the in-
door stadium at the YMCA Sports 
Complex in St. John’s over the 
weekend.

Antigua and Barbuda swept St. 
Lucia 3-0 in the final to win the 
four-team competition and quali-
fied for the 2026 NORCECA Pan 
American Cup.

Dominica captured the bronze 
medals in the ECVA’s Men’s Final 
Four tournament, defeating Grena-
da 3-0 in straight sets in the playoff 
for third place.

Among the outstanding perform-
ers for Antigua and Barbuda is 
outside hitter Cairon Davis, who 

captured the Most Valuable Player 
(MVP) award for the 2025 ECVA 
Men’s Final Four tournament.

Davis was also adjudged the sec-
ond best spiker in the competition. 
Clercent Joseph of losing finalist 

Saint Lucia captured the award for 
the best spiker.

Yashid Auguiste won two awards 
– best libero and best digger - for 
his defensive action with the An-
tiguan team. His Antiguan team-
mate, middle blocker Dwight Bon-
nie, also claimed two individual 
awards.

Bonnie was adjudged the best 
setter and the second best blocker 
in the tournament. Collin Thom-
as of Antigua won the best setter 
award.

Dominica’s Yahn Florent also 
won two individual awards, the 
best opposite hitter and the best 
scorer.

Larian Tulloch of Dominica was 
adjudged the best receiver, and St. 
Lucia’s Tevin St. Jean captured the 
award for the best blocker.

Cairon Davis Collin Thomas Dwight Bonnie

Yashid Auguiste
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