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Carnival is reaping the fruits
of years of hard work
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Festivals Commission chair ‘non-committal’ about returning
the pageants to Carnival Week

Chair of the National Festivals Com-

mission, Ambassador Elizabeth Mak-
houl, is non-committal when asked to
share her thoughts on the return of the
Queen of Carnival and the Teenage
Pageant to the final week of Carnival
when all the major shows take place.

Speaking with Point Express at
Wednesday’s Prize Giving ceremony,
Mahkoul said there were several rea-
sons why the pageants were removed
from the programme and placed out-
side the Carnival final week.

However, there is a view by many in
the society that since there is no lon-
ger the Jaycees Queen show for which
Miss Antigua and Barbuda Carnival
winner was expected to need extra
time to prepare, the main rational for
having the Pageant take place earlier
in July no longer exists.

Makhoul explained that the pageants
require much time to utilize the Car-
nival stage for rehearsals to the ex-
tent that other participants from oth-
ers shows are left with little rehearsal
time. “Having the pageants take place
earlier therefore frees up rehearsal
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time for other Carnival participants,”
she explained.

Additionally, Makhoul revealed that
there are growing demands by pri-
vate promoters for access to the stage
and grounds during the final Carnival
week to host their events.

|

When it was suggested that official
Carnival events should take priority
over ‘private events’, Makhoul indi-
cated that she will refer the matter to
the Festival Commission for it to con-
sider and to make a final determina-
tion.

This year the Teenage Pageant was
held on July 19 with the Queen of
Carnival show taking place on July
20. The suggestion is that both shows
would have had much larger audiences
had they been placed within the final
Carnival Week.
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Carnival is reaping the fruits of years of hard work

Minister of the Creative In-
dustries, Daryll Matthew, is
expressing much satisfac-
tion with what he termed ‘a
very successful’ Carnival
2025 noting that the festival
is now at a stage where it is
reaping the rewards of years
of hard working and plan-
ning.

The minister spoke with
Point Express Newspaper at
Wednesday’s Prize Giving
ceremony held at the John
E. St. Luce Conference
Centre.

“I am quite pleased with
Carnival 2025, a lot of
work went into the Carni-
val product over the last
few years and we are now
beginning to see the results
of all that hard work. That
hard work involved collab-
orations with different gov-
ernment entities such as the
Tourism Authority as well
as our media and our cor-
porate partners. It required
a collaborative effort and

a ‘buy-in’ from Antiguans
and Barbudans into this
festival. It came together
nicely this year; our music
was on point, our pageantry
was there, the support from
the public was there as we
saw record turnouts at most
of our events and I think
overall Carnival 2025 was
a tremendous success,” he
declared.

Asked what stood out for
him about Carnival ’25,
Minister Matthew said the
participation of the people
of Antigua and Barbuda. He
said it became obvious to
him when he saw the turn-
out at the Calypso Semi-Fi-
nals. “Calypso Semi-Finals
is not a place that you would
expect to see a large turnout,
however, this year we did it
as a ‘cooler-fete’ as we had
done for the Party Mon-
arch semis and the numbers
where shocking to me,” he
reported.

The minister noted that it
has become the norm to

see large turnout for shows
such as the Melting Pot, but
he was pleasantly surprised
this year with the support
which the Calypso Monarch
competition received, which
signals to him that ‘Calypso
is alive and well’.

Already the dates for Carni-
val 2026 have been released
with the minister announc-
ing that ‘the vibe continues’
with the Festivals Commis-
sion already in place to be-
gin the work off planning

next year’s events.
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One Year later...LIAT Air continues to ‘spread its wings’
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Pride of the Caribbean

Liat Air, the Antigua and Barbu-
da-based regional airline, is observ-
ing its first year of operations as it
seeks to become the regional airline
of choice for Caribbean travelers.

Liat Air, which recently had a name
change from Liat 20, emerged out
of the ashes of LIAT (1974) Ltd. the
then regionally owned airline that
had its wings clipped permanently
by the onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020.

Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne urged his re-
gional counterparts to take remedial
action to keep the airline flying, but
the other shareholder governments —
Barbados, St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines and Dominica — felt that they
had invested enough money into the
airline over many years and that their
respective publics felt that ‘enough
was enough’; it was time to let LIAT
(1974) Ltd. die a natural death.

Antigua and Barbuda then decided
to go it alone. It made the initial in-
vestments into the new airline and
then (firstly) sought regional, then
international partners. It was the Ni-
gerian airline, Air Peace, that decid-
ed to become a partner. It invested
millions into LIAT 2020, (the corpo-

rate name of the airline) as well as
provide equipment to the new airline
including two ATR jets.

Since it began operations a year ago,

Liat Air has commenced regular
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Pride of the Caribbean
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ami and mainland Africa by the new
year.

Recently, a local company owned by
Colombian interests have signed a
memorandum of understanding with

SOAR
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fights into thirteen Caribbean desti-
nations; from Jamaica in the north
to Guyana in the south and many in
between.

Airline officials now are eying
non-regional routes to perhaps Mi-

Liat Air to operate weekly charters
into Colombia starting in September.
There is a ready market for travelers
to Colombia for health reasons.
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WE'VE LISTENED AND RESPONDED

To our Valued Customers,

We understand that it has been a challenge for you to
access our ATMs lately, and we appreciate your patience.

To address this situation, while we work on refreshing our
ATM network, we will be increasing your monthly free
over-the-counter transactions limit from 2 to 12, effective
immediately.

This means more flexibility and fewer fees while we focus
on geftting things right to enhance your customer
experience.

We remain committed to making banking better, not just
in the future, but for you, right now.
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PM Browne: China has heen there for us!

In Wednesday'’s edition of Point Express the wrong photo was carried with the article but captioned
Ambassador Madame Zhang Yamling for which we profusely apologize. We have therefore reprinted the
article with the correct photo of Ambassador Zhang

In a significant reaffirma-
tion of the longstanding
diplomatic relationship, the
Governments of Antigua
and Barbuda and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China on
Friday formalized two ma-
jor agreements—cementing
financial and technical sup-
port for national develop-
ment and sustainable eco-
nomic growth.
The agreements, signed and
exchanged in a formal cer-
emony attended by Prime
Minister the Hon. Gaston
Browne and Her Excellen-
cy Madame Zhang Yanling,
Chinese Ambassador to An-
tigua and Barbuda, include:
O0A $14 million USD
grant for socioeconomic
and infrastructure devel-
opment, and

0A technical cooperation
agreement to conduct
a feasibility study on An-
tigua and Barbuda’s Blue
Economy potential.
In his address, Prime Min-
ister Browne praised China
as one of Antigua and Bar-
buda’s “most reliable and
generous development part-
ners,” noting that this latest
grant brings the total value
of Chinese-supported de-
velopment assistance close
to $1 billion USD over sev-
eral decades.
“China has been there for
us—quietly, respectful-
ly, and consistently,” PM
Browne stated. “From cli-
mate resilience and renew-
able energy to education,
infrastructure, and health-
care—China has played a

central role in building our
capacity and lifting our peo-

ple.”
The Prime Minister em-
phasized that the new-

ly signed US$14 million
grant will directly support
critical projects including
the replacement of aging
water pipes, an area of ur-
gent national priority due to
frequent disruptions. Oth-
er ongoing collaborations
mentioned include housing
developments in Booby Al-
ley and Jennings, agricultur-
al initiatives, and solar ener-
gy infrastructure.

Ambassador Zhang Yanling
highlighted the broader vi-
sion of China’s engagement
with Antigua and Barbuda,
characterizing the partner-
ship as a model of mutual

respect, equality, and shared
benefit.

“This agreement is more
than symbolic—it marks the
beginning of a new phase
of implementation,” she
said. “Our cooperation is
aligned with the outcomes
of the recent China—CEL-
AC Ministerial Forum, and
contributes to our shared
aspirations for peace, con-
nectivity, and sustainable
development.”

She noted that the agree-
ments are tangible outcomes
of high-level discussions be-
tween Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Prime Minister
Browne, and reflect China’s
commitment to supporting
Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) in their pur-
suit of resilience and eco-
nomic diversification.

One of the signed agree-
ments will initiate a feasi-
bility study on Antigua and
Barbuda’s Blue Economy,
with the support of Chi-
nese technical experts. The
initiative seeks to identi-
fy pathways for economic
growth through the sustain-
able use of ocean and coast-
al resources—positioning
Antigua and Barbuda as
a regional leader in ma-
rine-based development.
Prime Minister Browne
welcomed this, stating:
“This study will help us un-
lock the untapped value of
our marine ecosystems and
create new opportunities in
aquaculture, eco-tourism,
and marine research—areas
that are vital for our long-
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term sustainability.”

Prime Minister Browne also
spoke candidly about Chi-
na’s unique position on the
global stage and praised its
role in providing develop-
ment financing that surpass-
es even multilateral institu-
tions like the World Bank.
“Unlike  others, China
doesn’t ask us to take sides
in geopolitical conflicts,”
Browne said. “They respect
our sovereignty and support
our development based on
solidarity, not strings.”

He reaffirmed Antigua and
Barbuda’s commitment to
China as a “reliable and
principled partner”, adding
that his government is will-
ing to serve as an honest
broker in global diplomacy
to foster peace, particular-
ly amid rising tensions be-
tween global powers.
“Geopolitical conflicts
don’t create value—they de-
stroy it,” he said. “We suffer
the consequences dispro-
portionately, which is why
we advocate for peace and
prosperity for all.”

The ceremony concluded
with a strong message of
unity and optimism, as both
leaders committed to nur-
turing their countries’ bilat-
eral relationship.

“Our philosophy 1is one
of resilient prosperity,” PM
Browne said. “With China’s
help, we continue to expand
our socio-economic infra-
structure and improve the
lives of our people.”
Ambassador Zhang  af-
firmed China’s commit-
ment to building a “shared
future” with Antigua and
Barbuda and reiterated her
confidence that the cooper-
ation will yield transforma-
tional outcomes in the years
ahead.
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Join Our Team

at A.S. Bryden & Sons (Antigua) Ltd.

. Bryden & Sons (Antigua) Ltd lays claim to being one of the largest distributors
serving Antigua & Barbuda. We are a reputable and established distribution
company specializing in the distribution of beer, wine and spirits portfolios.

The Position: Brand Manager

Proven experience in brand management or a related field, with a strong track
record of achieving sales targets.

Degree in Marketing, Business Administration, or Sales is preferred.

Minimum of 5+ years’ experience working in brand management, preferably in
beverage (beer/wine/spirits) distribution.

Proven track record of growing premium beverage brands in the local market.
Excellent negotiation communication and interpersonal skills, with the ability
to build and maintain strong relationships with clients worldwide.

Strong negotiation and presentation abilities.

= Ability to be self-directed; thrives in a dynamic, fast-paced environment.
« Ability to work flexible hours, including evenings, weekends, and public
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holidays is required.
Valid driver's license and reliable transportation.

H ?
y Join Us? Send your Resume

and Cover letter to:

Professional growth opportunities hr@brydensantigua.com

A dynamic and rewarding work Subject: “Brand Manager Application

environment

Apply Before Aug 15th
Competitive compensation package

with excellent benefits.

appreciate all applications, however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.
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Ministry of Works Refutes Misinformation
Circulated by “The People’s Union”

Press Statement

The Ministry of Works cat-
egorically refutes the mis-
information being circu-
lated by Mr. Ralph Potter,
President of “The People’s
Union,” regarding an al-
leged dispute over em-
ployee representation and
workplace concerns at the
Ministry. The Ministry re-
mains committed to up-
holding workers’ rights in
accordance with the Labour
Code, Collective Bargain-
ing Agreements, and estab-
lished legal protocols, while
ensuring the efficient deliv-
ery of critical government
services.

Recent reports and state-
ments by Mr. Potter have
inaccurately portrayed the
Ministry’s actions as ‘“‘un-
lawful” and dismissive of
workers’ concerns. These
claims stem from an un-
planned visit and subse-
quent unlawful industrial
action on August 1, 2025,
initiated by Mr. Potter and
representatives of  “The
People’s Union.” The Min-
istry wishes to set the record
straight based on the facts:

The Antigua Trades and
Labour Union (AT&LU) is
the legally recognized col-
lective bargaining agent for
non-established government
employees, including secu-
rity personnel at the Min-
istry of Works. No formal
notice has been received
indicating any transition of
this role to “The People’s
Union” or any other entity.

On July 31, 2025, Mr. Potter
requested an urgent meeting

Mdﬂ MINISTRY
OF WORKS

via WhatsApp for August 1,
2025, at 9:00 AM to discuss
general matters related to
security personnel. The Per-
manent Secretary, Mr. Sean
Cenac, responded promptly
on the morning of August
1, informing Mr. Potter that
he had been fully briefed on
the issues, that AT&LU had
already met with all security
personnel, and that a struc-
tured meeting with man-
agement was scheduled to
address concerns in collab-
oration with the recognized
bargaining agent.

Despite this response, an
unlawful industrial action
was staged outside the Min-
istry’s headquarters on Au-
gust 1, 2025, based on the
false claim that workers
were being mistreated. In
reality, the Ministry is ac-
tively working to improve
security services fairly and
efficiently, as mandated for
critical government institu-
tions.

The Ministry acknowledges
that “The People’s Union”
represents two  specific

PlMU IMPLEMENTATION
MANAGEMENT UNIT
\ T 268 S62-017A/TATS
E: PIMUPAB. GOV.AG

non-established  workers
and respects this formal ar-
rangement. Matters related
to these individuals are han-
dled accordingly. Howev-
er, broader issues affecting
security personnel are be-
ing addressed through the
established channels with
AT&LU, in line with the
Labour Code and Collective
Bargaining Agreement.

On August 1, 2025, the Per-
manent Secretary met with
AT&LU representatives to
quell the illegal industrial
action, reconfirm the Min-
istry’s commitment to ongo-
ing discussions, and collab-
oratively resolve workers’
concerns—such as  uni-
forms, supervision, and fair
treatment—while preserv-
ing the Ministry’s respon-
sibility to ensure efficient
operations.

Mr. Sean Cenac, Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of
Works, stated: “We regret
the disruption caused by
this unlawful action, which
appears to be based on in-
complete and inaccurate in-

formation. The Ministry is
fully committed to our ob-
ligations under the law, and
is actively engaged in a live,
ongoing process with the
recognized bargaining agent
to assess and resolve all is-
sues. We invite clarification
from the Office of the Hon-
ourable Attorney General
and the Labour Commis-
sioner on any expanded role
for ‘The People’s Union,’
but we view attempts to
insert unauthorized repre-
sentation as premature, dis-
ruptive, and undermining
of established collaborative
efforts. Rest assured, we
remain committed to the
best arrangements for gov-
ernment security objectives
while preserving workers’
rights.”

The Ministry emphasizes
that employees are free to
seek representation in ac-
cordance with the law, but
employers are duty-bound
to engage through recog-
nized channels to avoid
chaos and ensure fairness.
Claims of contradictions
or disrespect in communi-
cations are unfounded; the
Permanent Secretary has
maintained open lines with
Mr. Potter on prior matters
and responded appropriate-
ly to the recent request.

The Ministry calls on all
parties to respect legal pro-
cesses and collaborate pos-
itively to support our work-
ers and the public. We will
continue to work with AT&-
LU and relevant authorities
to address legitimate con-
cerns swiftly and transpar-
ently.
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Clarification on the matter involving security
officers employed by Public Works

The Antigua and Barbuda Trades &
Labour Union (AT&LU) wishes to
bring clarification to the matter in-
volving the security officers at Public
Works.

On 15" July 2025 a delegation of se-
curity officers from the Public Works
met with Industrial Relations Officers
of AT&LU, to include the General
Secretary. These workers expressed
several grievances in relation to their
Department.

Having heard from the delegation it
was agreed that the first course of ac-
tion was for the Union to meet with
the all of the security officers in that
Department. Consequently, meetings
were arranged for 24th July, 7:00 a.m.
and 3:00 p.m. respectively, at the Pub-
lic Works Head Office. The purpose of
the two meetings was to accommodate
the various shifts thus ensuring that
every security officer was afforded an
opportunity to attend and air his/her
views.

The meetings were well attended and
the AT&LU recorded the grievances,
to include matters concerning: health
and safety, remuneration;, uniform,
procedural issues; and the person ap-
pointed to the position of senior su-
pervisor for that Department.

The day following the meeting (25th
July) the AT&LU contacted the Per-
manent Secretary of the Ministry of

Works to arrange a meeting to discuss
the grievances expressed by the secu-
rity officers. The Permanent Secretary
agreed to meet with the AT&LU to
discuss these matters but also request-
ed an opportunity for him and his team
to conduct internal investigations into
some of the matters before the meet-
ing. The AT&LU accepted the Perma-
nent Secretary’s request since it was
not unreasonable.

Five (5) business days later a few se-
curity officers (approximately 20 in
total) whether coerced or uncoerced
decided to engage in protest action by
withholding their labour, supported by
the People’s Union. This protest action

was without the knowledge or consent
of the AT&LU.
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Having learned of the protest action
from several Security officers who
had decided not to participate in such
activity, the AT&LU arrived at Public
Works and dialogued with the protest-
ing workers. From the discussion it
was clear that the protest action was
as a result of the same grievances pre-
viously expressed, with the main issue
being the appointee to the position of
senior Supervisor.

Notwithstanding, the previous agree-
ment with the Permanent Secretary,
the AT&LU decided to reach out the
PS Cenac once again in light of the
protest action. Recognizing that the
AT&LU had previously reached out
on these matters, the Permanent Sec-
retary agreed to meet with the AT&LU
Officers and a representative of the se-

| @ MOTOR
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curity officers upon his arrival to Pub-
lic Works.

From that meeting a framework was
established to address grievances, to
include the grievance of the security
officers. The framework included but
not limited to investigating allegations
made by security officers relating to
the person appointed to the post of
senior supervisor; a joint meeting be-
tween security officers, AT&LU and
senior officers of the Public Works to
include the Permanent Secretary.

The AT&LU was also able to get
the Management of Public Works
to agree to full payment for the se-
curity officers who were engaged in
protest action notwithstanding their
decision to withhold their labour.

After the meeting the AT&LU ad-
dressed the protesting workers who
subsequently ceased their action. The
representatives of the People’s Union
were not present at that time.

As expressed by the AT&LU to the
protesting workers, our Union respect
the right of workers to take industri-
al action; provided however, that such
action is in accordance with law and
good industrial relation practices.

[IThe workers had withheld their
labour on a day that was the last
scheduled workday, before the
public holidays (4" and 5" August),
for some of the security officers.
Those security officers were at risk

of losing not only payment for the
day of the protest action but also for
the public holidays as well,

[l The protest action was taken while
discussions between the AT&LU
and Public Works had already
commenced;

[Only the Sole Bargaining Agent
is authorized to adjust terms and
conditions of employment through
the process of negotiations;

[1The protesting workers, who are
security officers, abandoned their
respective post without providing
any form of notice of intent to the

employer.

The protesting security officers in-
formed the AT&LU that they had not
been advised by the People’s Union,
of the consequences of their action,
especially the fact that they could have
loss pay for the day of the protest and
the public holidays.

While the competitive nature of trade
unions in Antigua and Barbuda is a re-
ality, the AT&LU believes that trade
unions must, at all times, operate
with high ethical standards, putting
the workers interest before the trade
union’s personal aspiration to gain
membership by whatever means. Fur-
ther, the trade union has an obligation
to ensure that workers are fully aware
of the consequences of their actions
and safeguard workers against engag-
ing in any act that could be harmful to
them or their goals.

The AT&LU always endeavours to op-
erate in a professional and responsible
manner in pursuit of its core mandate
to protect and advocate for the rights
of workers. In doing so we will al-
ways ensure that the actions of work-
ers while pursuing their goals are not
detrimental to themselves or the goals
being pursued.
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Yachting association unveils marine and yachting
calendar for the upcoming year

The Antigua and Barbu-  events such as the peryacht Regatta & the by a brand new event,
da Yachting and Marine = RORC Caribbean Antigua Classic Yacht the Antigua Racing
Association (ABYMA) 600, the Antigua Su- Regatta will be joined Cup. Taking place from

is unveiling its calendar
of marine and yachting
events for the upcom-
ing year in Antigua and
Barbuda. Supported by
the Ministry of Tourism
and working within the
UNESCO designated
National Parks of An-
tigua and Barbuda, and
with its team for many
of the events, it is an
enviable array of ac-
tivities encompassing
sailing, rowing, fishing,
and more, and promis-
es to be one of the most
vibrant year yet.
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2025

OoCT

8-9

ABYMA Discover
Yachting & Marine
24 - 26
Caribbean Dinghy
Championship

31

Salty Dawgs
Caribbean Rally Start

NOV
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Independence Day

Antigua Yachting
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and Events Calendar

Visit www.abyma.ag for more information

2026

JAN

mn
RORC Transatlantic Start

16 -18

Antigua Yacht Club RS Elite

Small Keelboat Regatta

18
Oyster World Rally Start

24
Antigua Yacht Club
Sandy Island Race

FEB
14-15

MAR

3-8

Antigua

Superyacht Challenge
14-15

Antigua Yacht Club
Carlisle Bay Weekend

20

Mini Globe Race Prize Giving
20 - 21

Budget Marine ILCA and
Optimist Open

29
NSA Dinghy Dash
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Race will commence on
January 11, 2026, from
Lanzarote, marking an
historic shift as the race
makes its way directly to
Antigua, rather than its
traditional starting point
in Grenada. Alongside
existing feeder events

Yacht Club Regatta

DEC

4-9
Antigua Charter
Yacht Show

)
The World's
Toughest Row

13-21
Budget Marine Jol Byerly
Hightide Series

25

Nelson's Dockyard

23 -27
RORC Caribbean 600

EVERY WEEK
YEAR ROUND

Seafood Friday,
Nelson's Dockyard

Saturday Sailing
Antigua Yacht Club
Jolly Harbour Yacht Club

Sunday Sunset Party

15-20

Antigua Classic
Yacht Regatta

22 - 26

Antigua Sailing Week

MAY

20-22

Mikie Pigott Jr.

Memorial Classic

23 -24

Antigua & Barbuda

Sport Fishing Tournament

Of the WOI'ld,S TOU.gh- Christruas Day Shirley Heights Lookout .

est Row and the Salty AR AN T’FC UA
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Charter Yacht Show, the

season will be off to a
phenomenal start.

International racing

Nelson's Dockyard
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9-12™ April, The Antigua
Racing Cup is an event
for racing purists—those
who prefer high-energy,
coastal racing with a
fast-paced schedule

and a focus on spirited
competition. The event
will feature 4 days of
exhilarating races where
participants can expect
finely tuned variations
of the exhilarating
courses they would
usually associate with
sailing conditions along
Antigua’s spectacular
southern coast, and
spectators will still enjoy
the breathtaking views
from land, sea, or air.
Additionally, Antigua
Sailing Week will

return to its roots with

a condensed format,
focusing on point-to-
point destination racing
around the island. Each
evening will culminate
in lively celebrations

at different locations,
allowing sailors and
locals to unite in cultural
festivities.

The inaugural Mini
Globe Race will hold its
prize-giving ceremony
in March to celebrate
the return of the 19-foot
sailboats that circum-
navigated the globe,
starting from Antigua.
The boats are just over
half way round at this
point, and currently
sailing between Fiji and

South Africa.

The Antigua Yacht Club
is introducing several
invigorating events de-
signed to enhance club
racing, with highlights
including the RS Elite
Small Keelboat Regatta
in January and the Ca-
ribbean Dinghy Champi-
onships, set to take place
in October in Antigua.

T
ACB

CARIBBEAN

MORTGAGES
DESIGNED - __
JUSTFOR  [a:
YOU

Franklyn Braithwaite,
President of the Antigua
and Barbuda Yachting
and Marine Association,
states, “With all the
changes to the calendar
this year, it reinforces
Antigua’s strength in
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the heart of Caribbean ?eoe?m'tment
sailing. We look forward
to seeing our many long- — )
time friends along with q@
new visitors throughout Up to $100K
the year.” Unsecured
Credit Card
The ABYMA is also
excited to present the —_— ; creats
. Perfect for: Ry i il rental -
industry to the youth erfect for: (v &5 (v) e (v) orAibro
and interested adults of
Antigua and Barbuda in

order to engage them in
opportunities within the
yachting industry. The
4th Annual Discover
Yachting & Marine will
take place from 8-9th
October, the main goal
of enticing them to
consider non traditional
career avenues

upon graduation,

Apply today.

Call

+1268-481-4200

Apply online at
acbonline.com
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Two people charged with illegal firearms/ammunition
possession have been remanded to HVMIP

The case involving three
young persons who have
been charged with the il-
legal possession of fire-
arms/ammunition  opened
in the magistrate’s court on
Wednesday.

However, during the pro-
ceedings, the prosecution
informed the court that it
was dropping the charges
against one of the three
persons, 19-year old Taliek
Aska. This generally means
that there was not sufficient
evidence to link him with
the crime.

The case against the other
two - 30-year-old Daquan
George and 27-year-old
Tanesha Martin — is con-
tinuing. That case has been
adjourned until August 13.

Meanwhile, the presiding
magistrate ordered both
George and Martin to be
remanded in His Majesty’s

Prison to await their next
court appearance.

Attorney Wendel Alexan-
der-Robinson is represent-
ing the two accused. Aska
was represented by attorney
Kenny Kentish.

The court heard that on
Wednesday, 31 July 2025,
officers attached to the Gang
and Guns Suppression Unit
(GAGSU) executed a search
warrant at a property in
Sutherlands, and during the

search, the officers seized
a cache of ammunition and
firearm-related items, which
include: bullets, magazines
for a wide variety of fire-
arms.

CALL: 562-3989 OR 562-2991
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MINISTRY OF
WORKS AND
HOUSING

Works Ministry cautions drivers about
ongoing disruptions to traffic flows

The Ministry of Works’ Project Imple-
mentation Management Unit (PIMU)
is advising the general public that sin-
gle-lane traffic continues to be in effect
to facilitate ongoing road infrastruc-
ture repairs on the Sir Sydney Walling
Highway.

Road markings and bus lay-by instal-
lations will continue this week, from
Willikies westwards, starting daily at
approximately 8:00 a.m.

On Anchorage Road, a partial road
closure will continue between Thurs-
day 7th August, 2025 and Saturday
9th August, 2025 to facilitate asphalt
works, concrete works and traffic
signs installation. The diversion route
remains in effect.

All businesses are remain open.

Flag persons will be employed, and
motorists are encouraged to follow all
instructions to ensure a cautious and
safe passageway, as heavy-duty equip-
ment will be operating near the works.

C.O. Williams Ltd. sincerely regrets
the inconvenience. The road work is a
part of the Second Road Infrastructure
Rehabilitation Project being carried
out by the Government of Antigua and
Barbuda.

Stakeholders are asked to adjust their
travel plans to allow for delays.

Telephone queries can be made by
calling the C.O. Williams Project of-

fice at 562-9573.
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Bonnietha John tackles littering problem in Barbuda head on

“Enough is enough, let’s
tackle littering in Barbuda,”
that the appeal being made
by civic activist on the sister
isle, Bonnietha John follow-
ing a recent clean-up opera-
tion in Barbuda.

She said there needs to be
serious awareness raised
about the growing issue of
littering on the island of
Barbuda.

“It is not acceptable or cool
for residents or volunteers
to constantly clean up after
those who deliberately leave
their mess behind. This pat-
tern of neglect and disre-
spect for our environment

Littering in Barbuda

cannot continue unchecked.
If we allow it, it will only
become the norm,” she de-
clared.

According to John it is time
for accountability. “The in-
troduction of litter wardens
and the enforcement of fines
for violators must become a
priority. These are not just
suggestions. They are nec-
essary actions to protect the
beauty and health of Bar-
buda for present and future
generations,” she stated.

John, a recent candidate in
the Council elections, is
calling for accountability
for those who have been

elected to serve the people
of Barbuda. She also wants
litter wardens to be appoint-
ed for Barbuda who will

impose fines against those
who wantonly engage in lit-

tering.
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From Féte to Fresh: A Carnival Rhyme for a Cleaner Time

Bottles and wrappers, confetti that’s torn—

Is this the scene that our children should mourn?
A child on the sidelines, eyes wide with delight,
Sees dancers and drummers in costumes so bright.
Yet also they notice, once fun is all done,

The workers who clean under hot morning sun.

If every event, from the beach to the school,
Teaches “I dirty, they clean”—is that cool?

Or should we be raising a cleaner parade,

Where pride in our place is the habit we’ve made?

“When celebrations end, let’s leave memories, not

mess’—
12 CONSUMPTION This simple small truth can lead us to success.
AND PRODUCTION SDG 12 is the goal that we seek,

m Responsible choices in all that we tweak.

Bins on the street, both recycling and trash,

Cut single-use plastics, let bad habits crash.

Our Carnival’s magic, it’s bright and it’s loud, Let bands take the lead, show the world they can
It dances through streets, it gathers a crowd. shine,

The colors, the costumes, the laughter, the beat, By keeping their revels both clean and divine.
The joy in the air makes the moment complete. For too long the burden has fallen below,

But when music fades and the bands drift away, On crews working overtime, moving in slow.

The streets tell a story of the very next day. Our national budget can’t carry the weight,
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Of cleaning each block from the night’s grand féte.
It’s time for the bands, the events, and the team,
To factor in cleanup, to live the clean dream.

Not passing the bill to the treasury’s door,

But taking responsibility—that’s what pride’s for.
Debbie Valentine shared on Facebook one day,
Her words paint a picture in a heartfelt way:

“I just came from cleaning St. John’s and ARG,

I’m tired—please pay us, don’t wait months to see.”

Her voice speaks for many who sweep through the
night,

Who keep our streets shining till morning’s first
light.

They’re more than just cleaners—they’re guardians
true,

Protecting our health and our islands’ view.

Waste engineers, you’re the heroes we cheer,
Your work is essential, we hold it sincere.

But wouldn’t it feel like a festival win,

If cleanup crews found there was less to bring in?
Waste can be magic—black gold from the ground,

When compost and recycling spin things around.

A bottle reborn as a chair or a toy,

A can turned to art bringing beauty and joy.

So picture a Carnival clean from the start,
Where caring for streets is a matter of heart.
Where tourists take photos of order and grace,
And locals feel proud of their own festive place.
We all have a role, from the bands to the crowd,
To vendors, to children, let’s all say it loud:

“A cleaner Carnival is a gift we can give,

To the next generation, the way we should live.”

Big shout to the crews who have swept and have
shined,

Your work shows the strength of community’s mind.
But let’s lighten your load for the years still ahead,
By keeping the streets clean before we’re in bed.
The question remains for the season to come:

Will we keep up the cycle of cleaning what’s done?
Or will we rewrite how our festival’s seen—

A celebration that’s joyful and sparkling clean?

4’ You don't wash one shirt in the
machine, Always wash full loads

Water

Every drop counts, preserve“‘fﬁ
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Three Dominicans awarded 2025 Chevening Scholarships

tish
gh Commission
Bridgetown

WHITNEY MELINARD '

2025 Chevening Scholar
ITTTHES

#JOINOURCOMMUNITY

Dominican nationals have been se-
lected for the prestigious Chevening
Scholarship for the year 2025. Whit-
ney M¢élinard, Christianna Paul, and
Austine Bell will pursue postgraduate
studies in the United Kingdom under
the UK government’s global scholar-
ship programme.

Whitney M¢linard, an Indigenous ad-
vocate from the Kalinago Territory,
will pursue a Master of Science in Pol-
icy Research at the University of Bris-
tol. She holds a Bachelor of Science in
International Relations with Sociology
from the University of the West Indies
(UWI), Cave Hill Campus.

Me¢élinard is the President of Ko-
pounoule Inc., soon to be rebranded as
the Philz Foundation, a youth- and In-
digenous-led organization focused on
social and climate justice. Her work

tish
igh Commission
Bridgetown

AUSTIN BELL

2025 Chevening Scholar
DOMINICA ==

#JOINOURCOMMUNITY

centers on intersectional advocacy, cli-
mate resilience, and human rights.
Austin Bell, an economist and finan-
cial professional, will study for a Mas-
ter of Science in Finance and Econom-
ics at the University of Warwick. He
earned his BSc in Economics and Fi-
nance from UWI Cave Hill, where he
also served as President of the Domi-
nica Student Association.

Currently employed at the Central
Bank of Barbados, Bell conducts re-
search on regional economic challeng-
es. His academic and professional pur-
suits are aimed at improving economic
outcomes for Dominica and the wider
Caribbean.

Christianna Paul will pursue a Mas-
ter of Science in Project Management
and Innovation at the University of
Strathclyde. She holds a BSc in En-
trepreneurship from UWI and is the

British
High Commission
Bridgetown

2025 Chevening Scholar
DOMINICA ==

CHRISTIANNA PAUL '
founder of WePlanet Inc., a non-prof-
it promoting eco-conscious living
through incentive-based solutions.
Paul has served as Evaluation and
Partnerships Manager at Island Impact
Ltd., supporting grassroots organiza-
tions in strategic planning and project
development. Her accolades include
being a One Young World Ambassa-
dor (2024), a Commonwealth Sec-
retary-General’s Innovation Award
winner (2023), and a participant in
multiple international youth forums.
The Chevening Scholarship enables
emerging leaders from around the
world to study in the UK and build
global networks. The selection of
Mélinard, Bell, and Paul highlights
Dominica’s growing presence in inter-
national academic and advocacy cir-
cles. (Dominica News Online)

Police investigating whether skeletal remains found in Clarendon are human

The Jamaica Constabulary
Force says skeletal remains
were discovered on Tuesday
in a remote section of Buzz
Rock, Effortville in Claren-
don.

However, the police say it
has not been established
whether the remains are of
human or animal origin.

Reports from the May Pen
police are that at about
11:30 a.m., lawmen were

conducting an operation in
the area when they discov-
ered the remains.

The police say due to the
terrain, the forensic and fire
department personnel are
unable to retrieve the re-
mains.

Investigations are ongoing
and further information will
be provided at an appropri-
ate time, the police say. (Ja-
maica Gleaner)
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Two more artists added to WCMF lineup for 2025

Masicka, one of dancehall’s most
consistent hitmakers from Jamaica
and American R&B singer Kehlani,
will join the line-up for the 25th Edi-
tion of the World Creole Music Festi-
val (WCMF) scheduled to take place
from October 24 to 26, 2025 at the
Windsor Park Sports Stadium.

The special commemorative theme
for the event will be: “Global Echoes
of the Nature Island: Celebrating 25
Years of Creole Music, Magic, and
Memories.”

According to a recent press release
from the CEO of Discover Domini-
ca Authority (DDA) Marva Williams,
this edition highlights a fusion of mu-
sical talent and cultural pride, show-
casing performances by regional
icons, local legends, and international
stars over three nights.

Night One: Fire & Foundation — Fri-
day, October 24

A tribute to the pioneers and influen-
tial figures who have shaped Caribbe-
an music:

— Burning Flames (Antigua)
— Midnight Groovers (Dominica)
— Halibut (Dominica)

— Gilles Fontaine (Dominica)

— Nu Look (Haiti/USA)

— Romain Virgo (Jamaica)

— Oswald (St. Maarten)

— TK International (Dominica)
— Steel Pulse (UK/Jamaica)
-Masicka (Jamaica)

Night Two: Creole Carnival — Satur-
day, October 25

An energetic display of Creole ex-
pression and cross-Caribbean vibran-

cy:
— Asa Bantan (Dominica)
— WCK (Dominica)

— The Bouyon Assembly (Dominica:
Rohie, Ridge, Pudaz, Kenny G, Quan,
DJ MJ, Little Boy, Faithi “Bouyon
Barbie,” and Ebony Empress; Guade-
loupe: Jixels and Shanika)

— First Serenade Band (Dominica)

— Gordon Henderson (Dominica)

— Ophelia Marie (Dominica)

— Lynford John (Dominica)

—Joé Dwét Filé (Haiti/France)

— Kes The Band (Trinidad & Tobago)
— Spice (Jamaica)

— Vybez Kartel (Jamaica)

Night Three: The Grand Finale —
Sunday, October 26

closing featuring
and international

A spectacular
regional icons
chart-toppers:

— Tiwa Savage (Nigeria)

— Bunji Garlin & Fay-Ann Lyons
(Trinidad & Tobago)

— Extasy Band (Dominica)

— Ezra “Da Fun Machine” (St. Lucia)
— Kassav (Guadeloupe & Martinique)
— Michele Henderson (Dominica)

— Elisha Benoit (Dominica)

— Trilla G (Dominica)

— Nice (Dominica)

— Reo (Dominica)

— Shelly & Signal Band (Dominica)
-Kehlani (USA)

The show’s Organizers stated:

“The World Creole Music Festival,
first held in 1997, has grown into one
of the Caribbean’s leading cultural
events. It celebrates Creole music in
all its forms—zouk, bouyon, kompa,
reggae, dancehall, soca, afrobeat, and
more—while promoting regional uni-
ty and artistic innovation.

Fans, visitors and culture enthusiasts
are encouraged to plan an extended
stay—whether for a few days or a full
two weeks—to soak in the festival at-
mosphere, enjoy fringe events before
and after the main stage performanc-
es, explore Dominica’s breathtaking
attractions and experience its warm
island hospitality.

For more information and ticket pur-
chases, visit www.dominicafestivals.
com and follow Dominica Festivals
on Facebook, Instagram and Linke-
dIn for ongoing updates and exclu-
sive festival content.” (Dominica
News Online)
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Twenty killed after trucks overturn in Gaza,
Hamas-run civil defence says

Twenty people have been killed and
more than 30 injured in central Gaza
after four trucks overturned on a
crowd, the Hamas-run civil defence
agency says.

Crowds rushed to the vehicles on a
road south east of Deir al-Balah on
Tuesday evening. They climbed on
top of the trucks, causing the drivers
to lose control, local journalists told
the BBC.

The area was under Israeli military
control and the roads were rugged
and dangerous, civil defence agency
spokesman Mahmoud Basal said.

The private transport association now
operating in Gaza said that 26 com-
mercial trucks entered the territory on
Tuesday. Six were looted, and four of
those overturned, resulting in deaths
and injuries.

Israel announced that is would start
to allow the gradual entry of goods
into Gaza via the private sector to “in-
crease the volume of aid” entering the
enclave while reducing reliance on the
UN.

The approved supplies include baby
food, fruits, vegetables, hygiene prod-
ucts and basic staples.

The BBC has contacted the Israeli
ministry of defence for comment.

Hamas said civilians had been wait-
ing for basic supplies to be delivered
via road for weeks. “This often results
in desperate crowds swarming the
trucks,” its media office said.

Aid trucks have been frequently
rushed, leading to chaotic scenes.

In a separate incident on Wednesday,
Jordan said Israeli settlers attacked a
Gaza-bound aid convoy of 30 trucks
and accused Israel of failing to prevent
such attacks.

The convoy crossed the Jordanian bor-
der and was heading towards Gaza’s
Zikim crossing. Settlers blocked the
road and pelted the trucks with stones,
smashing windscreens.

“This requires a serious Israeli inter-
vention and no leniency in dealing
with those who obstruct these con-
voys,” government spokesman Mo-
hammad al-Momani said.

He added this was the second attack
on a Jordanian aid convoy, following a
similar incident on Sunday.

On Wednesday the Hamas-run health
ministry reported five new deaths as
a result of malnutrition, bringing its
total to 193 since the start of the war,
including 96 children.

More than 100 international aid organ-
isations and human rights groups have
warned of mass starvation in Gaza and
accuse Israel of impeding the distribu-
tion of crucial aid.

Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s prime
minister, denies there is starvation in
the territory and insists his country is
not blocking aid.

Last week, Israel’s military said it
would open humanitarian corridors to

allow aid convoys into Gaza following
mounting international pressure.

It also announced what it called a “lo-
cal tactical pause in military activity”
for humanitarian purposes in three ar-
eas and permitted foreign aid drops.

About 90% of Gaza’s 2.1 million peo-
ple have been displaced, some repeat-
edly, and are living in overcrowded
and dire conditions.

The UN has repeatedly called for the
full and sustained entry of humanitar-
ian supplies, but access remains spo-
radic and many aid trucks are looted.

Israel insists there are no restrictions
on aid deliveries and has repeatedly
rejected what it describes as “the false
claim of deliberate starvation™.

Israel launched its military offensive
in Gaza in response to Hamas’s attack
on southern Israel on 7 October 2023,
in which about 1,200 people were
killed and 251 others taken to Gaza as
hostages.

At least 61,020 Palestinians have been
killed by Israeli forces in Gaza since
then, the Hamas-run health ministry
says. (BBC News)
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Malawi and Zambia become first targets of
U.S. visa bond pilot project
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The U.S. Department
of State has announced
that, beginning August
20, 2025, nationals of
Malawi and Zambia will
be subject to visa bond
requirements under a pi-
lot program established
by a Temporary Final
Rule (TFR) and autho-
rized by Section 221(g)
(3) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act. The
policy is based on B1/
B2 visa overstay rates re-
ported in the Department
of Homeland Security’s
Fiscal Year 2023 Over-
stay Report.

Under the new rule, cit-
izens or nationals travel-
ing on passports issued
by Malawi or Zambia
who are otherwise eligi-
ble for a B1/B2 visitor
visa must post a bond in

the amount of $5,000,
$10,000, or $15,000. The
bond amount will be de-
termined during the visa
interview. Applicants
must also submit Form
[-352, issued by the De-
partment of Homeland
Security, and complete
payment through the
Department of the Trea-
sury’s online platform,
Pay.gov. This require-
ment applies regardless
of where the visa appli-
cation is submitted.

Applicants are instruct-
ed to submit Form 1-352
only after receiving di-
rection from a consul-
ar officer. A direct link
to Pay.gov will be pro-
vided, and applicants
are warned not to use
third-party websites to
post the bond, as the U.S.

Government will not be
responsible for any pay-
ments made outside of-
ficial systems. Posting a
bond does not guarantee
visa issuance, and any
fees paid without consul-
ar instruction will not be
refunded.

Visa holders who have
posted a bond must enter
and exit the United States
through one of three des-
ignated ports of entry:
Boston Logan Interna-
tional Airport (BOS),
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport (JFK), or
Washington Dulles Inter-
national Airport (IAD).
Failure to comply with
this requirement may re-
sult in denial of entry or
improper registration of
departure.

The full bond amount

will be refunded if the
visa holder complies
with all terms of their
nonimmigrant visa status
and the conditions out-
lined in Form I-352 and
the Federal Register. The
bond will be canceled
and refunded automat-
ically in the following
cases: timely departure
from the United States,
non-use of the visa be-
fore expiration, or denial
of admission at the port
of entry.

The  Department of
Homeland Security will
determine whether a visa
holder has breached the
terms of the bond. The
Department of State will
refer cases of apparent
noncompliance to U.S.
Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (US-
CIS) for review. Breach
determinations may in-
clude overstaying the au-
thorized period, remain-
ing in the U.S. without
departure, or attempting
to adjust immigration
status, including seeking
asylum.

The pilot program rep-
resents a targeted effort
to address visa overstay
concerns and ensure
compliance with U.S.
immigration regulations.
(Dominica News Online)
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One dead and thousands evacuated as
wildfire spreads in France

An elderly woman has died
and another person is miss-
ing after a massive wild-
fire swept through parts of
southern France, destroy-
ing homes and forcing
thousands to flee.

The woman died in her
home, seven firefighters
have also been treated for
smoke inhalation and one
person is still missing, au-
thorities said. Two peo-
ple are in hospital, one of
whom is in a critical con-
dition.

The blaze broke out on
Tuesday near the village
of La Ribaute in the Aude
region, and has already
burned more than 13,000
hectares (50 sq miles) -
an area larger than Paris -
making it the largest wild-
fire in France this year.

More than 1,800 firefight-
ers, supported by 500 vehi-
cles, were deployed to the

arca.

The main affected villag-
es are Lagrasse, Fabrezan,
Tournissan, Coustouge and
Saint-Laurent-de-la-Cabre-
risse.

Officials say the fire is ad-
vancing rapidly, driven
by strong winds, dry veg-
etation and hot summer
weather.

Jacques Piraud, mayor of
the village of Jonquicres,
where at least four houses
burned, told Le Monde that
around 80% of the village
was burnt.

“It’s dramatic. Its black,
the trees are completely
charred,” he said.

Images show blackened,
burnt out cars and people
sitting on beaches three
hours away where thick
black clouds were still vis-
ible.

“This is a disaster of un-

precedented scale,” fire-

fighter spokesman Eric
Brocardi told RTL radio.

Atleast 25 homes have been
destroyed and more than
2,500 households are with-
out electricity. Authorities
have closed roads across
the region and warned it is
still too dangerous for resi-
dents who fled on Tuesday
night to return home.

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron expressed his support
for firefighters and local of-
ficials on X, saying all gov-
ernment resources Wwere
being mobilised. He urged
residents to follow evacu-
ation orders and exercise
“the utmost caution”.

Prime Minister Francgois
Bayrou is expected to vis-
it the affected area later on
Wednesday.

Lucie Roesch, secretary
general of the Aude area,

said firefighters were mon-
itoring the fire’s perimeter
to prevent new outbreaks.
She said: “The fire is ad-
vancing in an area where
all the conditions are ripe
for it to progress.”

The region has become
increasingly vulnerable in
recent years due to lower
rainfall and the removal
of vineyards, which once
helped slow the spread of
wildfires.

Despite planes dropping
water bombs on the flames,
Roesch warned the fire
“will keep us busy for sev-
eral days. It’s a long-term
operation”.

A combination of low rain-
fall, high temperatures and
the removal of vineyards
- which once helped act
as natural firebreaks - has
made for worsening fire
conditions in Aude.

Scientists ~ have  long
warned that the Mediter-
ranean’s soaring hot and
dry summers place the re-
gion at high risk of severe
wildfires. According to
France’s emergency man-
agement service, near-
ly 15,000 hectares (57.9
square miles) have burned
nationwide this summer in
more than 9,000 separate
fires. The Aude blaze now
accounts for the vast ma-
jority of the damage. (BBC
News)
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Cricket West Indies (CWI)
has announced the 15-mem-
ber squad for the 50-over
leg of the white ball home
series against Pakistan, set
to take place at the iconic
Brian Lara Cricket Acade-
my in Tarouba, Trinidad.

The series will feature
three CG United One-Day
Internationals (ODIs) on
August 8, 10 and 12.

Hunting a fourth consecu-
tive ODI series win at home,
the squad has the nucleus of
players who were success-
ful during home series wins
against England and Ban-
gladesh to end 2024 as well
as the tour of the United
Kingdom earlier this year.

The highly anticipated

CWI names Windies squad for ODI series against Pakistan

Players of the West Indies senior men’s cricket team

tour will be the final one
of the “Full Ah Energy”
home series and provides
an opportunity for CWI to
focus on building its ODI
team ahead of the 2027 ICC
Men'’s Cricket World Cup.

Antiguan pacer Alzarri
Joseph has been given an
extended rest to contin-
ue workload management,
while Romario Shepherd
makes a return after missing
the matches against Ireland
and England earlier this
year.

Head Coach Daren Sam-
my is excited for the team to
continue the momentum of
the last 18 months.

“Pakistan presents a dif-
ferent test and challenge as

we continue our push for
automatic qualification for
the 2027 World Cup,” Sam-
my said.

“While qualifying is our
immediate goal, maintain-
ing a winning mentality and
team cohesion is essential
for long-term success.”

Sammy also added, “The
upcoming matches against
teams like Pakistan, who
are ranked higher, provide
crucial opportunities to earn
valuable ranking points to
improve our standing ahead
of the World Cup.”

West Indies CG United
ODI Squad: Shai Hope (cap-
tain), Jewel Andrew, Jediah
Blades, Keacy Carty, Ros-
ton Chase, Matthew Forde,

Justin Greaves, Amir Jan-
goo, Shamar Joseph, Bran-

don King, Evin Lewis,
Gudakesh Motie, Sher-
fane Rutherford, Jayden
Seales, and Romario Shep-
herd.

Team Management Unit:
Head Coach Daren Sam-
my, Manager Rawl Lewis,
Assistant Coach (batting)
Floyd Reifer, Assistant
Coach (bowling) Ravi Ram-
paul, Assistant Coach (field-
ing) Rayon Griffith, Physio-
therapist Dr. Denis Byam,
Strength and Condition-
ing Coach Ronald Rogers,
Massage Therapist Fitzbert
Alleyne, Analyst Avenesh
Seetaram, and Content and
Media Officer Jerome Fos-
ter.
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Wiese named captain of St. Lucia Kings for 2025 CPL campaign

David Wiese

St. Lucia Kings head coach Daren
Sammy has announced that veteran
South African allrounder David Wiese
will lead the defending Republic Bank
Caribbean Premier League (CPL)
champions in the 2025 season.

In a video message posted on social
media, Sammy, the franchise’s most
iconic figure and namesake of the Dar-
en Sammy Stadium, confirmed Wi-
ese’s appointment ahead of the team’s
opening match on August 23 at home
in Gros Islet.

“Hello St. Lucia Kings fans, CPL

2025 is almost here and it’s time for
you to know who will lead us in our
title defence of 2025, and it’s no other
than David Wiese,” Sammy declared.

“Someone who’s part of the family,
who’s been with us over a number of
years, put in some excellent perfor-
mances throughout the years. We can-
not wait to start our first home game.”

Wiese, known for his powerful hit-
ting and crafty seam bowling, has
been a consistent contributor for the
Kings in recent seasons and played a
key role in their historic title win in

Open Daily
12:00pm - 10:30pm

2024. His experience and calm lead-
ership have made him a fan favourite
and a respected figure in the dressing
room.

Sammy also issued a rallying cry to
the fans ahead of the new campaign,
urging them to turn out in their num-
bers to support the team and its new
captain at the Daren Sammy Stadium,
affectionately dubbed “The Blue For-
tress” by supporters.

“We know St. Lucia Kings fans are
the best fans. You will come out at the
Daren Sammy Cricket Ground and
paint it blue as you support our new
captain and the St. Lucia Kings team
this season,” he said.

“Get your tickets, 23rd, we’re look-
ing to see you at home. Let’s make it a
grand occasion.”

Wiese becomes the latest in a line of
high-profile leaders for the Kings, who
are aiming to become the first team to
win back-to-back CPL titles since the
Trinbago Knight Riders achieved the
feat in 2017 and 2018.

The 2025 CPL will commence with
the opening match between St. Kitts
and Nevis Patriots and Antigua and
Barbuda Falcons at Warner Park in St.
Kitts on Thursday, August 14.

The Antigua and Barbuda Falcons
will play their first of five home match-
es at Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in
Northsound against Barbados Royals
on Saturday, August 16
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US Open singles champions will get a record $5 million in 2025

The US Open logo is shown on the Arthur Ashe Stadium, Thursday, Aug. 27, 2020,
in New York. (AP)

Prize money at the US
Open will rise to nearly
US$85 million across

all competitions this
year, including a record
US$5 million each to the
women’s and men’s sin-
gles champions, and to-
tal player compensation
is jumping 20 percent to
US$90 million, the most
in tennis history.

The US Tennis Asso-
ciation announced the
payouts Wednesday for
the year’s last Grand
Slam tournament, which
begins with the new
mixed doubles event
and its US$1 million top
check on Aug. 19 and
20. Singles competition
starts on a Sunday for

the first time — Aug. 24
— as those brackets ex-
pand from 14 days to 15.

The increases at Flush-
ing Meadows — where
last year’s total com-
pensation was US$75
million — come as the
sport’s leading players
have been in discussions
with each of the four
major tournaments in a
bid to receive a higher
percentage of revenues
at the US Open, Wim-
bledon, French Open,
and Australian Open.

Novak Djokovic, Coco
Gauff and 2024 US
Open champions Aryna
Sabalenka and Jannik
Sinner were among 20
players who signed a

letter sent to the heads
of the four Grand Slam
events in March seeking
more prize money and a
greater say in what they
called “decisions that di-
rectly impact us.” Since
then, some players have
held talks with the ma-
jors.

The previous high
amount for a US Open
singles  championship
was US$3.85 million in
2019, before decreasing
during the COVID-19
pandemic.

This year’s US$5 mil-
lion check represents a
39 percent hike from last
year’s US$3.6 million.
The same percentage
increase was applied to

the singles runners-up,
who get US$2.5 million
each. Semi-finalists will
earn US$1.26 million, a
26 percent rise.

At Wimbledon, which
ended last month, prize
money went up about
seven percent to about
US$73 million at the ex-
change rate when the All
England Club announced
its player payments. The
singles champions were
paid about US$4 million
apiece.

In New York, the win-
ning teams in women’s
and men’s doubles will
receive US$1 million,
a new high for those
events at the US Open,
where total prizes for
qualifying are going up
to US$8 million, a 10
percent increase.

The $85 million in
2025 U.S. Open prize
money includes singles,
doubles, qualifying and
wheelchair events.

Wednesday’s news
comes after the USTA
said in May that its main
arena, Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium, would be over-
hauled as part of an
US$800 million project
touted as the “largest
single investment” in
US Open history.
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Thrilling Women’s Copa America final can't hide challenges ahead

| COPA AMERICA FEMENIN
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Brazilian players celebrate with the trophy after winning the Women's
Copa America final football match between Colombia and Brazil at the
Rodrigo Paz Delgado Stadium in Quito, Ecuador, on Saturday, August

2, 2025. (AFP)

QUITO (Reuters) - The Women’s
Copa America in Ecuador ended
with a thrilling final as Brazil edged
Colombia in an eight-goal spectacle
to win their ninth title but logistical
challenges and half-empty stadiums
showed the hurdles that face South
American women’s football.

Colombia pushed Brazil to the
brink in a decider capped by a Marta
masterclass as her side won 5-4 in a
shootout after a roller-coaster final in
Quito had finished 4-4, delivering a
level of play organisers hoped to see
when the tournament began.

CONMEBOL president Alejandro
Dominguez said ahead of the open-
er, “We are confident that the Copa
America in Ecuador will confirm
the growth and expansion that South
American women’s football is cur-
rently experiencing.”

However, the event faced criticism
over facilities from the start when
Brazil complained after teams were

forced to warm up in cramped indoor
spaces, while Chile forward Yanara
Aedo called the lack of VAR in the
early rounds “disrespectful.”

Widely praised as the best final in
the tournament’s history, the match
drew the highest attendance of the
2025 edition, with the Ecuadorian
Football Federation pleased that
23,798 fans turned out at the Estadio
Rodrigo Paz Delgado.

Still, that number fell short of filling
the 41,575-seat venue, with ESPN re-
porting that the tournament’s average
attendance stood at 962 per match
before the final.

Media reports also said locals and
international visitors were unaware
the Women’s Copa America was
even taking place.

Following Colombia’s penalty
shootout win over Argentina in the
semi-final at the same venue, respons-
es gathered by CNN pointed not to a
lack of interest or ticket accessibility

- with prices starting at US$5 - but a
broader failure in promotion.

Tickets only went on sale on July 4,
eight days before the opening match,
underlining how late planning hurt
visibility.

“It’s a shame that the tournament
has been played here in Ecuador and
we don’t know about it and the stadi-
ums are empty,” a local mother who
attended the match with her son told
CNN.

The gap between on-field quality
and local engagement was also high-
lighted by the increase in internation-
al viewers.

FOX Sports said on Tuesday that
302,000 tuned in to watch the final —
up 273 percent from 2022 — making
it their most-watched Women’s Copa
America broadcast. Overall viewer-
ship averaged 79,000, a 114 percent
jump across the network’s two chan-
nels.

The first CONMEBOL Women’s
Nations League kicks off in Octo-
ber, serving as South America’s path
to the 2027 World Cup, but beyond
qualification, the tournament offers a
fresh chance to address the off-field
issues at the Women’s Copa America.

With players already performing
at a world-class level, CONMEBOL
has the audience and the talent to
showcase.

The question 1s will South Amer-
ica’s governing body invest in pro-
motion, infrastructure and planning
to match Europe’s record-breaking
women’s Euros, which had their
highest-ever attendances this year,
while its own stadiums were half
empty.



https://www.reuters.com/sports/soccer/brazil-beat-colombia-shootout-womens-copa-america-final-thriller-2025-08-03/
https://www.reuters.com/sports/soccer/womens-copa-america-highlights-inequality-south-american-womens-football-2025-07-27/
https://www.reuters.com/sports/soccer/colombia-edge-argentina-shootout-reach-womens-copa-america-final-2025-07-29/
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Mixed fortunes for Antlgua in Americas Group IV Davis Cup

Antigua and Barbuda
suffered defeat in their sec-
ond match in the Americas
Group IV Davis Cup Com-
petition, which is taking
place for the fourth succes-
sive year in Trinidad and
Tobago from August 4 to 9.

Antigua and Barbuda,
which is represented by a
four-member team in the
10-team competition, suf-
fered a 3-0 loss against the
Bahamas in their second
encounter in Pool B at the
National Racquet Centre
in Tacarigua, Trinidad, on
Tuesday.

Donte Armbrister crushed
Antiguan Deandre Weeks
6-0, 6-0 in the opening sin-
gles.

Antigua and Barbuda’s
top and only professional
player, Jody Maginley, put
up a good fight but lost the
second singles 3-6, 6-4, 4-6
to Bahamian Denali Not-
tage.

Armbrister joined Kofi
Kyle Bowe to wrap up
the match by beating the
Antiguan pair of Rodain
Shaquan Monelle and Ron
Murraine 6-0, 6-2 in the
doubles.

The second win in as
many matches carries the
Bahamas to the top of the
standings in Pool B. The
Bahamas launched their
campaign with a 2-1 victory
against Cuba on Monday.

Antigua and Barbuda
made a successful start to
their campaign in the com-
petition with a 2-1 victo-
ry against Panama in their
opening Pool B encounter
on Monday.

The Antiguans had to
overcome a one-nil defi-
cit after Rodain Shaquan
Monelle lost the opening
singles 6-1, 6-0 to Chad Val-
dez of Panama.

But Antigua and Barbu-

Ant:gua and Barbuda 's top player Jody Magmley
won his opening singles match at this year’s Americas
Group IV Davis Cup Competition in Trinidad and Toba-
go. (File photo)

da hit back to level the tie,
with Jody Maginley beating
Guillermo David Rodriguez
Pinilla 6-0, 6-3 in the sec-
ond singles match.

Maginley and Monelle
combined forces to clinch
victory by ousting Valdez
and Pinilla 7-6, 6-0 in the
doubles match.

Antigua and Barbuda fin-
ished in sixth place in last
year’s Americas Group IV
Davis Cup nine-team com-
petition at the same venue.

This year’s Antigua and
Barbuda four-member team
comprises Jody Maginley,
Rodain Shaquan Monelle,
DeAndre Weeks, and Ron
Murraine.

Cordell Williams Sr. is the
team’s non-playing captain
and coach. Williams is also
the president of the Antigua
and Barbuda Tennis Associ-
ation (ABTA).

Antigua and Barbuda, the
Bahamas, Cuba, Guatema-
la, Haiti, Trinidad and To-
bago, Panama, the United
States (US) Virgin Islands,
Suriname, and St. Lucia
are competing in the men’s
tournament.

The 10 participating
teams are divided into two
zones. Antigua and Barbuda
are contesting Pool B along
with Cuba, Panama, the Ba-
hamas, and Suriname.

Guatemala, Trinidad and
Tobago, Haiti, the US Vir-
gin Islands, and St. Lucia
are contesting Pool A.

The top two teams in each
pool will advance to con-
test promotion play-offs.
Nations finishing third and
fourth in the pools will com-
pete in positional play-offs.

The two top teams at the
end of the competition will
be promoted to compete in
Americas Group III in 2026.
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