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Burning Flames Band receives 
Diplomatic Passports; Knighthood 
recommendation confirmed

Prime Minister Gaston Browne and Minister Maria Browne (centre) posed with members of the Burn-
ing Flames band at Wednesday’s Cabinet meeting
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The four members of the 
Burning Flames Band – 
Clarence Edwards, Toriano 
Edwards, David Edwards 
and Rone Watkins – were 
special guests of the Cabi-
net on Wednesday.
The Burning Flames are 
celebrating the forty-year 
anniversary of their Car-
nival hits; Stylie Tight and 
Go Go, which introduced 
them to Antigua and Barbu-
da and to Carnival back in 
May 1985. 
At the meeting with the 

Cabinet, the band members 
were presented with their 
official Antigua and Bar-
buda Diplomatic Passports. 
They were also informed 
that the recommendation 
for them to receive knight-
hood has been made on their 
behalf and that it is likely to 
be conferred during Inde-
pendence celebrations on 
November 1st this year.
Members of the Cabinet all 
congratulated the Burning 
Flames individually, prais-
ing them for their longevity 

and the incredible impact 
they have had on Antigua 
and Barbuda popular music 
and its impact on the music 
of the rest of the Caribbean.
Burning Flames music has 
influenced top Caribbe-
an artists such as Machel 
Montano and bands such as 
17-Plus and here at home 
bands such as LA Crew and 
Vision often sang the prais-
es of the Flames for setting 
the standards for them to 
follow.
Cabinet urged the band to 

look at ways that they can 
instill the passion and the 
creativity in younger mu-
sicians so that the ‘Burning 
Flames’ and the music will 
continue for another forty 
years.
Just last week, the Burning 
Flames performed at CAR-
IFESTA 15 in Barbados and 
from reports coming out of 
Bridgetown they gave a 
performance they will be 
talked about for many years 
to come.

Burning Flames Band receives Diplomatic Passports; 
Knighthood recommendation confirmed
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The House of Representatives has 
appointed a select committee to con-
duct an in-depth study of the new bill 
before it that forms part of regional 
efforts to harmonise their respective 
legislations on the Citizenship by 
Investment Programmes.
The legislation – the Eastern Ca-
ribbean Citizenship by Investment 
Regulatory Authority (Agreement) 
Bill, 2025 – had its first and second 
readings in the House on Monday. 
The mover of the bill, Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne noted that 
based on recommendations from the 
United States, Canada, the UK and 
the European Union and following 
extensive consultations across the 
sub-region to get input from inter-
ested parties as well as from mem-
bers of the public, the legislation 
was drafted and it is being presented 
before the parliaments in the respec-
tive countries for approval.
He noted however that these recom-
mendations were previously pro-
posed by Antigua and Barbuda as 
much as ten years ago, but the oth-
er CIP countries in the region were 
not willing to go along. However, 

he added, international pressure has 
brought them all together to agree 
on the need for a unified approach to 
the operation of these programmes.
“We have gone the extra mile by 
establishing a regulatory authority 
which will be backed by the legis-
lation and to which all of the CIP 
Units will be accountable. There are 
some fundamental changes such as 
the collection of biometrics to assist 
in traceability as well as provisions 
for funding of the authority and 
agencies such as IMPACS which 
assist with the due diligence proce-
dures. There will also be a residen-
cy requirement that is enshrined in 
the bill. Currently, only Antigua and 

Barbuda has that provision,” PM 
Browne reported.
The legislation is to be adopted by 
all five CIP-granting territories in 
the OECS; Antigua and Barbuda, 
St. Lucia, Grenada, Dominica and 
St. Kitts-Nevis. It is anticipated that 
the legislation will be adopted by all 
five parliments no later than October 
this year.
The Select Parliamentary Commit-
tee will be chaired by PM Browne 
and the other members are; Attorney 
General, Sir Steadroy Benjamin, 
Opposition Leader, Jamale Pringle, 
MP for St. Phillip South, Sherfield 
Bowen and the MP for All Saints 
West, Anthony Smith Jnr.

Local News
House of Representatives appoints select 
committee to consider new CIP legislation



THURSDAY 28TH AUGUST 2025

PAGE 4 Local News

Three senior officials from the An-
tigua and Barbuda Electoral Com-
mission (ABEC) have been selected 
by CARICOM to serve on Election 
Observer Missions in Guyana and 
Jamaica — a move that highlights 
Antigua and Barbuda’s growing 
leadership in regional democratic 
governance.
Supervisor of Elections, Ian S. 
Hughes, will be a member of the 
mission deployed to Guyana, while 
Member of the Commission, Clovis 
St. Romain, and Public Relations 
Officer, Elisa Graham, will form 
part of the delegation assigned to Ja-
maica.
General Elections will take place on 
Guyana and Jamaica on September 
1st and 3rd respectively. 
Their participation underscores 
ABEC’s longstanding commitment 
to regional democracy, transpar-
ency, and good governance, while 

strengthening Antigua and Barbu-
da’s contribution to the CARICOM 
Election Observation process. 
Observer missions are critical in 
promoting confidence in electoral 
systems, ensuring compliance with 
democratic standards, and foster-
ing greater trust among citizens in 
the electoral process. Further, these 
missions help strengthen ABEC’s 
technical capacity through exposure 
to regional best practices.
Chairman of the Antigua and Barbu-
da Electoral Commission, Ambassa-
dor Arthur G.B Thomas, extended 
congratulations to the officials, not-
ing:
“We are proud that our team mem-
bers have once again been called 
upon to contribute their expertise to 
regional electoral processes. Their 
inclusion reflects the high regard for 
the professionalism and credibility 
of ABEC. When our officials serve 

abroad, they bring back valuable les-
sons that enhance our own electoral 
processes while at the same time ac-
tively shaping regional democratic 
cooperation.”
The missions will monitor key as-
pects of the electoral cycle, includ-
ing the pre-election environment, 
polling day activities, and post-elec-
tion processes, before presenting 
their findings in comprehensive re-
ports to CARICOM.
ABEC reaffirms its dedication to 
safeguarding electoral integrity both 
at home and across the region, and 
wishes the officials success in their 
important assignments. As ABEC 
continually prepares for national 
electoral exercises, the Commission 
will strive to deepen its engagement 
with regional partners to ensure that 
the people of Antigua and Barbuda 
benefit from the highest standards of 
electoral integrity. 

ABEC officials to observe elections in Guyana and Jamaica
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The Ministry of Works has 
announced the date for the 
start of repairs to the All 
Saints Road, one of the 
most-traveled thorough-
fares in the country and one 
which remains largely un-
touched by recent road im-
provements.
The ministry said work on 
the All Saints Road will be-
gin in October and that it 
will be financed by the $100 
million major road improve-
ment project which the gov-
ernment will undertake.
Financing for this project 
comes from a loan which the 
government has negotiated 
with a consortium of local 
banks and which is backed 
by an increase in vehicle li-
cence fees that parliament 
approved earlier this year.
Minister of State in the 
Minister of Works, Senator 
Clement Antonio explained 
that the delays in the com-
mencement of work on the 
All Saints Road had much to 
do with the need to conduct 

certain engineering studies 
that will guide the road crew 
when the repairs commerce.
The announcement of the 
date for the start of the road-
works is contained in the 
Ministry of Works response 
to a road user on its interac-
tive social media page.
Meanwhile, on Wednesday, 
road crews were dispatched 
to the ARG Roundabout, 
Old Parham Road restor-
ing the asphalt following 
APUA’s laying of distri-
bution pipes. Other teams 

were in Golden Grove Ex-
tension conducting concrete 
roadworks in the area. This 
as extensive roadworks con-
tinue in the Lightfoot area 
as well.
In related development, the 
ministry has emphasized 
that proper drainage is crit-
ical to the strength and safe-
ty of the road network, as 
it prevents flooding, reduc-
es erosion, and extends the 
lifespan of its investments 
in infrastructure. 
“Without effective drain-

age, even well-built roads 
can quickly deteriorate un-
der heavy rainfall and rising 
water levels. That is why we 
continue to tackle drainage 
challenges across the is-
land—installing, upgrading, 
and maintaining systems to 
better manage storm water 
and protect communities. 
This ongoing work ensures 
not only smoother travel but 
also greater resilience to the 
impacts of climate change,” 
the ministry said in a social 
media post.

The All Saints Road repairs set to start in October
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Member of Parliament for the All 
Saints West Constituency Anthony 
Smith Jr. has expressed his satisfac-
tion and excitement with the com-
mencement of concrete pouring in 
the Lightfoot area, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in long-awaited 
road infrastructure improvements 
across the constituency.
This development has been ongo-
ing for the past week.
Speaking on the progress, MP Smith 
described the moment as “very ex-
citing for the people of All Saints 
West,” especially those in Light-
foot, where residents have lived for 
over 40 years without proper infra-
structure. 
“We’ve prepped quite a bit of roads 
all over the constituency with the 
aim of pouring concrete, and today 
we were able to start the process,” 
he said.
The MP emphasized that this is part 
of a broader, inclusive development 
plan. 
“We are not leaving anybody be-
hind,” he assured, highlighting 
several communities set to benefit 
from future works, including Her-
berts, St. Clair Heights, Bellev-
ue Heights, Buckley’s, Sea View 
Farm, and Freeman’s Village.
MP Smith reaffirmed his commit-
ment to fulfilling campaign prom-
ises, stating, “We had a very com-
prehensive plan developed with the 
Minister and Director of Works to 
address the infrastructure issues… 
It’s a promise that we will come to 
every corner in All Saints West—it’s 
just a matter of time.”

MP Smith pleased with roadworks in All Saints West
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The Directorate of Gender 
Affairs hosted a dynamic 
session under the Men’s 
Critical Issues series, 
themed “Home-ownership 
& Financial Pressure: 
The Weight of Stability 
on Men.” The event, held 
on Wednesday, 27th August, 
2025, created a much-need-
ed space for men to explore 
and discuss the emotional 
and financial toll associated 
with societal expectations 
of stability and success.
Rooted in the understand-
ing that many men face im-
mense pressure to provide, 
build, and maintain a sense 
of financial security—often 
through home-ownership 
and other visible achieve-
ments—this session pro-
vided a platform for open 
conversation, validation, 
and support. Participants 
engaged in thoughtful dis-
cussions about their per-
sonal experiences, systemic 
barriers, and the silent bur-
dens that often go unspo-
ken.

The session addressed key 
topics including the chal-
lenges of acquiring prop-
erty, navigating loans and 
mortgage systems, and bal-
ancing the desire for sta-
bility with rising economic 
demands. It also touched 
on how these pressures can 
affect men’s mental health, 
relationships, and sense of 
identity.
Feedback from attendees 
revealed that the session 
met and, in many cases, 
surpassed their expecta-
tions. Many participants 
expressed their gratitude 
for the opportunity to con-
nect with others facing sim-
ilar struggles and to gain 

insight from professionals 
and peers alike.
One participant shared, “It 
felt like a weight off my 
chest. These are things we 
think about every day but 
rarely talk about. It helped 
knowing I’m not alone in 
this.”
Ashlea Ambris, Project Of-
ficer at the Directorate of 
Gender Affairs, emphasized 
the significance of this top-
ic in ongoing gender and 
social development work.
“There is often a silent ex-
pectation that men must 
always have it all togeth-
er—especially when it 
comes to financial matters 

and home-ownership,” said 
Ambris. “By creating a 
space where men can talk 
about these issues without 
judgment, we take a pow-
erful step toward emotional 
wellbeing and true gender 
equity. We are proud that 
this session met the expec-
tations of our participants 
and grateful for their open-
ness and trust.”
The Directorate extends its 
heartfelt thanks to all par-
ticipants, guest speakers, 
facilitators, and community 
partners who helped make 
the event a success. As the 
Men’s Critical Issues series 
continues, the Director-
ate remains committed to 
fostering inclusive, honest 
dialogue and ensuring that 
men’s perspectives are rec-
ognized and valued in na-
tional gender discourse.
For more information on 
future events and support 
services, please contact the 
Directorate of Gender Af-
fairs at 462-3990.

Men’s Critical Issues Session Sparks Honest Dialogue 
on Financial Pressure and Stability
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More than three thousand PDV Cari-
be beneficiaries have collected their 
booklet for their $100.00 monthly 
vouchers to assist with their utility 
bills from the distribution point at the 
Multi-Purpose Cultural Centre.
Distribution is taking place this week 
with beneficiaries asked to attend on 

specific days when the booklets are 
distributed based on the initials of 
their last names.
General Manager of PDV Caribe (An-
tigua and Barbuda) Jellette Ralph, said 
overall there are over six thousand per-
sons who benefit from the programme 
and the collection rate has been quite 

high so she expects that most of the 
booklets will be collected by the end 
of the week.
She reported that on Monday and 

More than 3,000 beneficiaries have collected 
PDV Caribe booklets over three days

PVD Caribe GM Jellette Ralph (left) 
and a representative of Frank B 
Armstrong show off the Mountain 
Peak teas
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Tuesday, just over one thousand per-
sons collected on each day, but on 
Wednesday, the figure rose to more 
than eleven hundred.
“This means that more than half of 
the booklets have been collected with 
a rate of over 80 percent of available 
booklets per day. On Thursday (today), 
persons with their surnames beginning 
with the letters; N, O, P, Q, R and S 
are asked to collect their booklets. For 
Friday, those with surnames beginning 
with the letters; T, U, V, W, X, Y and Z 
will collect theirs,” she stated.
Ralph said her office is also planning 
to operate the collection centre on Sat-
urday between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm 
for those who missed collecting on 
their specific day.
“The benefit that we offer is $100 
monthly towards bill payment at 
APUA. Persons interested in regis-
tering for the programme should note 
that the next registration period comes 
up in November. The eligibility crite-
ria are the person must be 65 years or 
over and a Social Security pensioner 
with a monthly income of less than 
$1,000.00. Also if there is already 
someone in the household who is cur-
rently benefiting from the programme, 
then the new person would be deemed 
ineligible,” she explained.
PVD Caribe has partnered with the 
firm of Frank B. Armstrong which 
provided hot beverages to customers 
from their Mountain Peak brand.
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By Hon. E.P. Chet Greene 
 
As the long sunny days of summer 
gradually yield to the haunting real-
ity of the hurricane season, a palpa-
ble sense of anticipation fills the air 
in the St. Paul’s constituency. It’s 
also back-to-school season; a time 
of fresh starts, sharpened pencils 
and renewed ambitions. This year 
the preparation feels a bit different; 
more unified, more supportive and 
deeply rooted in positive commu-
nity spirit, thanks to the visionary 
initiatives, a supportive team and an 
appreciative community. 
 
Recognizing the significant financial 
burden the new school year places 
on families, our carefully orches-
trated groundbreaking ‘Back to 
School Fair which took place yes-
terday, Tuesday 26th August 2025, 
is designed to ensure every primary 
school student in our communi-
ty steps into their classroom with 
confidence and the right tools. This 

event held at the Liberta Basketball 
Court, caters to each child from the 
Cobbs Cross, Liberta and New Beth-
el SDA Academy, who will receive 
a personalized package of essential 
school supplies. 
 
But this is more than a simple hand-
out; it is a gesture of profound pride 
and identity. Each package has been 
carefully curated and color-themed 
to reflect the unique spirit of the 
child’s school. Students from Cobbs 
Cross will find their supplies in 
vibrant green, Liberta’s children 
in their signature orange and New 
Bethel’s scholars in a dignified blue. 
This thoughtful detail ensures that 
from the very first day, students feel 
a reinforced sense of belonging and 
school pride. 
 
Understanding that preparation is 
both academic and personal, this 
year’s initiative was beautifully 
expanded to include grooming. 
In a fantastic show of commu-
nity support, four local barber-
shops came onboard to offer fresh 
haircuts for the boys, ensuring they 
look as sharp as their new pencils 
feel. 
 
In a display of inclusivity that 
stretches beyond constituency lines, 
I have also extended this support to 
primary school students who par-
ticipated in our highly successful 
‘Youth Empowered to Succeed’ 
Summer Camp. This demonstrates a 
commitment to nurturing the na-
tion’s youth wherever we can make 
a positive impact. 
 
This vision extends far beyond a 
single day. Deeply concerned about 
academic performance, my team and 

I have created a robust plan to work 
directly with parents, teachers and 
the principals of our three primary 
schools to provide extra classes for 
all Grade 6 students. This critical 
intervention, wisely placed under 
the supervision of a triumvirate of 
principals, is a clear commitment to 
excellence through targeted invest-
ment in our children’s futures. 
 
The investment in education is not 
limited to our youngest learners. 
For every member of the St. Paul’s 
community with ambitions for 
tertiary education, a world of oppor-
tunity awaits. From the UWI Global 
Campus and Lifelong Learning Unit 
to the merged programs at ABIIT, 
Antigua State College and ABHTI, 
the pathways to advancement are 
open through scholarships. To com-
pliment the foregoing initiatives, on 
the horizon, our soon-to-be-com-
pleted Leroy ‘Billy Tonge’ Technical 
Center in Liberta stands as a testa-
ment to a promise kept for a first of 
its kind facility designed to provide 
specialized training and uplift our 
entire community. 
 
There can be no doubt: my commit-
ment to the educating of members of 
this our beloved St. Paul’s constitu-
ency is comprehensive, compassion-
ate and concrete. 
 
As we send our children back to the 
classroom, we do so knowing they 
are supported by a community that 
believes in them. Every success is 
wished to our students and every 
encouragement is extended to those 
continuing their own educational 
journey. Together, we are building a 
smarter, stronger and more success-
ful St. Paul’s.

A Community Invested: St. Paul’s Ready for School
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When the Storm Meets the Soul

The climate is shifting, the oceans rise high,
The wind tells a story, the clouds start to cry.
Yet hidden in headlines, so often dismissed,
Are voices of people the world might have 
missed.
 
Disability weaves through the planet we share,
A bond with the climate, both fragile, both rare.
When floods break the levee or drought steals the 
land,
It’s often the weakest who first feel its hand.
The heat can be cruel, the storms can be wild,
But harsher it feels for a vulnerable child.
A wheelchair gets stuck when the pavement is 
torn,
A shelter has steps where no ramp has been worn.
When hurricanes thunder, when fire turns red,
How does one escape with no safe path ahead?
The silence of policy, blind to the plea,
Leaves thousands forgotten by land and by sea.
Yet strength isn’t measured by muscle or might,
But courage in darkness, insisting on light.
The disabled have wisdom, perspectives that 

show,
That justice in climate means letting all grow.
The river and mountain, the coral, the tree,
Remind us of balance, of shared dignity.
And those who adapt to a body’s constraint,
Know well how to flourish when systems grow 
faint.
 
If climate is calling, then who should respond?
The ones who know struggle, who dream far be-
yond.
For access and fairness are keys to the fight,
In building a future that honors what’s right.
The plastic that strangles, the smoke in the sky,
They matter to all who breathe, live, and ask 

“why?”
But one truth is sharper, it cuts like a blade,
Disasters exclude where inclusion’s delayed.
Imagine evacuation with crutches in rain,
Or trying to sign warnings no one can explain.
Imagine the shelters with bright blinding glare,
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No thought of the deaf or the blind who’ll be 
there.
The climate is screaming, the hour is late,
But access and justice can shift what we face.
We need every voice, every hand, every mind,
For healing the Earth means no one’s left behind.
The ocean remembers, the forest can teach,
The mountain of silence still waits for our speech.
And people with bodies deemed “less than” or 
“small”
Have power and stories that strengthen us all.
So let’s build a system both sturdy and kind,
Where ramps meet the flood line, where warn-

ings are signed.
Where transport is ready for wheelchairs to ride,
And no one is stranded with nowhere to hide.
 
The fight for the climate, the work to restore,
Is tied to the struggle for rights at the core.
For justice is justice, it cannot be split,
The world will be healed when all voices fit.
A world more resilient, a planet that’s free,
Demands that we practice true equity.
The storms of tomorrow, the fires, the seas,
Are battles for humans of all abilities.
So rise up together, let barriers fall,
The climate, the people—one struggle, one call.
The Earth is a mirror, it shows what we do,
And justice for one is for everyone too.
 
Let rhymes be reminders, let rhythm be guide,
The climate and disability walk side by side.
Their stories are braided, their futures aligned,
A web interwoven through body and mind.
So next time the thunder is rolling above,
Remember that climate is tied to our love.
And justice will blossom, inclusion will grow,
When all of us matter—that’s when change will 
show.
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The Government-run entity 
that represents the interests 
of persons with disabilities 
is “trusting” that their ex-
periences casting ballots in 
next week’s general elec-
tion will be better than past 
polls, a top executive has 
indicated.
This caution comes despite 
a series of consultations and 
training sessions between 
the Electoral Office of Ja-
maica (EOJ) and the Jamai-
ca Council for Persons with 
Disabilities (JCPD), both 
entities confirmed yester-
day.
“I cannot guarantee 100 per 
cent that people with dis-
abilities will not face chal-
lenges because there are 
also attitudinal barriers,” Dr 
Christine Hendricks, exec-
utive director of the JCPD, 
told The Gleaner yesterday.
“We are hoping that they do 
not because we have been 
part of their training and we 
have gone through the pro-
tocols of how you treat with 
persons with disabilities … 
words not to use, ensuring 
that they are not discrimi-
natory and we have indicat-
ed how they can treat with 
situations as they arise,” 
she said.
There is no data indicating 
the total number of disabled 
persons who are eligible to 
cast ballots in the upcom-
ing parliamentary election 
set for September 3, Direc-
tor of Elections Glasspole 

Brown revealed.
However, Brown disclosed 
that his office has already 
implemented measures to 
address some of the issues 
raised by persons in the dis-
abled community that have 
made life uncomfortable 
for them in past elections.
At the top of the list, he 
said, is that 98.8 per cent of 
all polling stations to be set 
up in 7,256 public school 
buildings across the coun-
try on election day will be 
on the ground floor.
Further, the director of elec-
tions noted that the Repre-
sentation of the People’s 
Act – Jamaica’s electoral 
law – allows for voters who 
are visually-impaired to be 
accompanied to a polling 
station by a friend who will 
act on their behalf “based 
on his or her instruction in 
terms of marking the bal-
lot”.
“As long as they are regis-
tered they won’t be disen-
franchised,” he insisted.

“We are not there yet in 
terms of accommodating 
the disabled community, 
but we are moving to put a 
number of things in place.”
Physical access to poll-
ing stations, especially for 
wheelchair-bound voters, 
was among the complaints 
the JCPD was asked to raise 
during its consultations 
with the EOJ, Hendricks 
disclosed.
Among the critical issues 
from past elections, she 
said, is how persons with 
disabilities are treated by 
functionaries of the two 
main political parties when 
they show up to cast their 
ballots.
“Tending to lift people from 
wheelchairs and that kind of 
behaviour. It’s not very dig-
nified and we really want 
our people with disabilities 
to operate with their own 
private, dignity and person-
al space,” said Hendricks.
She said the JCPD has re-
quested that portable ramps 

be provided at polling sta-
tions that do not have per-
manent ones in place and 
underscored the importance 
of having sign language in-
terpreters available or on 
call.
“Persons can [provide] sup-
port via video, technology 
allows for that these days, 
for guidance or any direc-
tion that might be needed by 
the deaf person who shows 
up,” Hendricks reasoned, 
while acknowledging that it 
may not be practical to have 
an interpreter in every poll-
ing division.
Further, she said the JCPD 
suggested that information 
disseminated by the EOJ 
before, during and after 
an election should be an 
“easy-read” for all mem-
bers of the disabled com-
munity so that, across the 
spectrum, persons with in-
tellectual disabilities and 
persons with literacy issues 
can understand.
The director of elections 
said a suggestion by the 
JCPD to introduce a special 
ballot or Braille voting for 
members of the disabled 
community was being ex-
plored, but indicated that 
it would require changes to 
the electoral laws.
“We haven’t gone there yet 
in terms of the in-depth re-
view or study of the practi-
cality and the costing of it,” 
he said. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Calls grow for better access for persons 
with disabilities at the polls
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The Guyana government Tuesday de-
nied that a 19-year-old patient died at 
the Lima Regional Hospital as a result 
of an “absence of oxygen”.
In a statement, the Ministry of Health 
quoted the management of the hospital 
as indicating that it is “aware of ma-
licious and misleading reports being 
circulated regarding the unfortunate 
passing of a patient on August 23.”
Regional Health Officer (RHO) Dr 
Ranjeev Singh described the article 
circulating on social media as “false”, 
stating categorically that the claims of 
an “absence of oxygen” and sugges-
tions that the hospital was unprepared 
as “false, malicious, and without basis 
in fact.”

According to Singh, the 19-year-old 
male had a longstanding medical his-
tory of Sickle Cell Disease with fre-
quent hospital admissions over the 
years.
He was also recently suspected of 
leukaemia and was referred to the 
Georgetown Public Hospital Haema-
tology Clinic, but unfortunately, he did 
not follow through with this referral.
On August 23, he was transferred 
from Oscar Joseph District Hospital 
in Charity, a small township located 
in the Pomeroon-Supenaam Regio 
that is part of the Essequibo Region, 
to the Lima Regional Hospital in crit-
ical condition, “presenting with fever, 

nose bleeds, jaundice, and passing 
dark brown urine, symptoms consis-
tent with severe complications of his 
underlying disease.”
Singh said that based on records, 
shortly after admission, the unnamed 
patient developed acute respiratory 
distress and low oxygen saturation. 
Immediate medical interventions were 
initiated, including oxygen therapy, 
CPR, defibrillation, and administra-
tion of emergency medications.
“Despite every effort by the attending 
doctors and nurses, resuscitation at-
tempts were unsuccessful, and he was 
pronounced dead at 22:52 hours,” the 
ministry said in the statement.
Singh stressed that oxygen was avail-
able at the facility, and the medical 
team responded swiftly and profes-
sionally.
“The unfortunate outcome was due to 
the patient’s advanced, chronic, and 
critical medical condition, and not 
because of any negligence or lack of 
resources at the Lima Regional Hos-
pital.”
Singh is urging members of the public 
not to be misled by false and sensa-
tional reports, which only serve to cre-
ate panic and undermine confidence in 
our health system.
“The Ministry of Health remains com-
mitted to transparency, accountability, 
and the continuous strengthening of 
healthcare delivery across Region Two 
and Guyana.” (CMC)

Guyana gov’t denies patient died at 
hospital due to lack of oxygen
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The main opposition Peo-
ple’s National Movement 
(PNM) has described as 
“unfortunate, reckless and 
sinister” the statement by 
the government of Trini-
dad and Tobago supporting 
the decision of the United 
States to deploy “military 
assets” into the Caribbean 
region to destroy what it 
described as “the terrorist 
drug cartels”.
Former foreign affairs min-
ister, Dr Amery Browne, 
told a news conference 
that the statement made 
by Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad Bissessar that Port 
of Spain has “not engaged 
and has no intention of en-
gaging” the 15-member re-
gional integration grouping 
CARICOM “on this mat-
ter” is “unfortunate”.
The government said that 
on this matter, each CAR-
ICOM member state “can 
speak for themselves” and 
that “Trinidad and Tobago 
has been helplessly drown-
ing in blood and violence 
for the last 20 years”.
But Browne said he is 
aware that efforts are being 
made to convene a meeting 
of the Council for Foreign 
and Community Relations 
(COFCOR) so as to present 
a united CARICOM posi-
tion on the matter.
“Look how the Prime Min-
ister dismissed CARICOM 
in her statement…and this 
is extremely unfortunate,” 

said Browne, noting that in 
the quasi CARICOM cabi-
net, Prime Minister Persad 
Bissessar has responsibility 
for security in the region.
“That is a repudiation of 
her duties and responsibil-
ities to our regional com-
munity,” he said, adding 
that the prime minister had 
also “boldly, recklessly and 
completely out of place” 
indicated that each member 
state can speak for itself.
“In other words, every 
country for itself. Who is 
she to make such a state-
ment, especially when we 
in this country has worked 
so hard to uplift and build 
the profile of the very same 
CARICOM and we have 
always taken our responsi-

bilities very seriously.
“We, as an opposition have 
to condemn in the very 
clearest possible terms 
those words and the disre-
gard the prime minister of 
this nation is showing to 
the Caribbean Communi-
ty,” Browne said, adding 
“it is really unfortunate 
and I have to say sinister 
because even as that state-
ment was being released by 
the prime minister there are 
efforts under way to mobil-
ise CARICOM to examine 
these very issues towards 
building a consensus.
“So what was done there 
over 24 hours ago is to 
fire a shot across the bow 
of CARICOM solidarity 
and literally sabotaged our 

region’s ability to form a 
consensus and craft a unit-
ed position,” Browne said.
The 15-member region-
al integration movement, 
CARICOM, has not is-
sued any statement on the 
matter, while Guyana and 
Barbados governments 
have reiterated the need for 
the region to be a zone of 
peace.
Last week, the United 
States ordered an amphib-
ious squadron to the south-
ern Caribbean as part of 
President Donald Trump’s 
effort to address threats 
from Latin American drug 
cartels.
A nuclear-powered attack 
submarine, additional P8 

Trinidad’s opposition party condemns PM’s ‘reckless and sinister’ 
statements on US naval presence in Caribbean waters
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Poseidon reconnaissance 
aircraft, several destroyers 
and a guided-missile cruis-
er are also being allocated 
to US Southern Command 
as part of the mission.
Browne told reporters he 
was also concerned at the 
response of Trinidad and 
Tobago to a statement 
made last week when Unit-
ed States Vice President 
James D Vance, in speaking 
about crime in his country 
referenced Trinidad and 
Tobago as an example.
Browne quoted Foreign and 
CARICOM Affairs Minis-
ter, Sean Sobers, as saying 
he believes that Vance was 
speaking about “the PNM 
Trinidad and Tobago.
“Now what is that. That is 
a serious comment from a 
government cabinet minis-
ter…there is no such thing 
as the Trinidad and Toba-
go of the PNM…we have 
one nation here, Browne 
said, adding “when seri-
ous countries engage with 
us or reference us, they are 
engaging with the state and 
not any political party.
“So leave those references 
to our domestic discourse 
and engaging with others 
there is no PNM or UNC 
(United National Congress) 
Trinidad and Tobago”.
Browne was also critical 
of the statements made 
by Trinidad and Toba-
go’s ambassador to CAR-
ICOM, Ralph Maraj, who 
in supporting Washington’s 
move, said “the sovereign 
will of Venezuelans must 
be restored.

“However this unfolding 
situation off the coast of 
Venezuela turns out, of one 
thing there should be no 
doubt. The will and welfare 
of the people of Venezue-
la must be restored. Their 
freedom and democracy 
must be returned,” Maraj 
said, adding that their suf-
fering must end and the al-
most eight million citizens 
who have fled their home-
land must be allowed to re-
sume their lives.
“The people must have the 
chance to share in the pros-

perity and opportunities 
provided by their nation. 
The sovereign will of Ven-
ezuelans must be restored 
to become the major force 
determining the future of 
their nation.
“These are the critical is-
sues in this scenario before 
us for most right-thinking 
people in the region and be-
yond,” said Maraj, a former 
foreign affairs minister.
Browne said Maraj “spoke 
in some detail about regime 
change” in Caracas.

“Very unusual …he is not 
talking about CARICOM 
he is talking about regime 
change in a sovereign 
state,” Browne said, adding 
“in reality what these three 
officers of Trinidad and To-
bago have been doing is 
making a mockery of gen-
erations of hard work that 
has gone into crafting and 
building a credible and re-
spected foreign policy for 
this our beloved nation”. 
(CMC)

NOTICE

To: The Commissioner of Police
       Police Headquarts
      American Road
      St. Johns
      Antigua.

To: Your Worship
       St. Johns Magistrate Court
       Gray`s Farm
       St. Johns
       Antigua.
 Dear Sir/Madame, 

Re: Notice-Application for Tavern Licence

I Rian Rickard Johnson of Fort Road with registered business situate 
at Camacho Avenue in St. John’s Antigua and Barbuda DO HEREBY 
GIVE NOTICE that it is our intention to apply at the next sitting of 
the liquor licensing Court to be held at the Magistrate’s Court, High 
Street, St. John’s, Antigua on Thursday 2nd October 2025 next ensur-
ing for a liquor Licensing Pursuant to section (11) (5) of the Licens-
ing (intoxication Liquor) Act Cap. 249 of the Laws of Antigua and 
Barbuda 1992 Revised Edition, in respect of premises known as “Irie 
Jerk Centre & Restaurant” situated at Camacho Avenue in the parish 
of St. John’s, Antigua and Barbuda.

Dated the 18th day of October , 2025

Rian Johnson
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The FBI is investigating a wave of 
active shooter hoaxes at US univer-
sities which have triggered chaotic 
armed police responses as students 
return to campus for a new semester.
Since Thursday, nearly a dozen uni-
versities have been hit by swatting 
hoaxes - leading to panic as students, 
parents and faculty flee.
Authorities say swatting - making 
prank calls to emergency services to 
deploy a Special Weapons and Tac-
tics team (Swat) - has grown in pop-
ularity.
In a statement issued in response to 
the latest wave of hoaxes, the FBI 
encouraged the public “to remain 
vigilant and immediately report any-
thing they consider suspicious to law 
enforcement”.
Villanova University, a Catholic uni-
versity in Pennsylvania, has been hit 
by two separate threats in just four 
days. Student Ava Petrosky was sing-
ing in an orientation Mass on Thurs-
day when people in the audience be-
gan to run.

“Honestly, at that moment I thought, 
‘I’m gonna die,’” she told CNN, ex-
plaining how she joined the crowd 
and ran for cover.
Hours later on Thursday, a swatting 
hoax hit the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga, sending the campus 
into lockdown.
“In two seconds, the whole class-
room evacuated,” senior Luke Rob-
bins told the Chattanooga Times Free 
Press.
“Run outside, there’s cops with ARs 
[assault rifles] in the hallways, and 
they’re like, ‘Hey, go up this way,’ 
so we get out. Run across the street. 
There’s even more cops telling us to 
go.
“I mean, it was just hectic. It’s crazy.”
False reports have also hit Iowa State 
University, the University of Arkan-
sas in Fayetteville, Northern Arizona 
University, the University of South 
Carolina, Doane University, the 
University of New Hampshire, the 
University of Colorado Boulder and 
Kansas State University, according to 

local media reports.
The FBI has declined to comment 
on the latest wave of hoaxes, but in 
a statement to BBC News said: “We 
are aware of recent swatting inci-
dents involving a number of colleges 
and universities and are working with 
our law enforcement partners.”
“The FBI is seeing an increase in 
swatting events across the country,” 
the agency said.
Each false report “drains law en-
forcement resources, costs thousands 
of dollars, and, most importantly, 
puts innocent people at risk”.
The FBI created a database in 2023 
to better track hoax threats. The da-
tabase uses information provided by 
local police agencies, and has so far 
tracked “thousands of incidents,” the 
agency said.
Swatting hoaxes have led police to 
accidentally shoot - and sometimes 
kill - the victims of the hoax.
Last year, a British man became the 
first in the UK to be charged with 
committing a swatting hoax, after 
police in the US state of Maryland 
responded to a fake call accusing 
someone of taking a hostage, and 
shot the victim with plastic bullets.
The FBI statement notes that sever-
al young men have now been jailed 
for calling in swatting hoaxes. They 
include a man extradited to the US 
from Romania, a Wisconsin man who 
hacked doorbell cameras to lives-
tream the police raid, and a 19-year-
old American-Israeli teen convicted 
of making thousands of threats to 
Jewish institutions around the world. 
(BBC)

FBI urges students to be vigilant 
amid wave of swatting hoaxes
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International

South Korea passed a bill 
on Wednesday to ban the 
use of mobile phones and 
other digital devices in 
school classrooms nation-
wide, as concern grows 
about the impact of heavy 
social media use among 
the young.
The ban, which will take 
effect from March next 
year, makes South Korea 
the latest country to restrict 
the use of smartphones and 
social media among mi-
nors.
Australia recently widened 
its pioneering ban on social 
media for teenagers. A ban 

on mobile phones in Dutch 
schools has improved fo-
cus among students, a 
study found in July.
Surveys show South Korea 
is among the world’s most 
digitally connected coun-
tries, with 99% of South 
Koreans online and 98% 
owning a smartphone, ac-
cording to the U.S.-based 
Pew Research Center, the 
highest rate among the 27 
countries it examined in 
2022 and 2023.
The legislation imposing 
the ban garnered bipartisan 
support in Wednesday’s 
parliamentary vote.

“Our youth’s addiction to 
social media is at a serious 
level now,” said Cho Jung-
hun, a lawmaker from the 
opposition People Power 
Party and a sponsor of the 
bill.
“Our kids, their eyes are 
red every morning. They 
are on Instagram until 2 or 
3 a.m.,” Cho told parlia-
ment.
About 37% of middle- and 
high-school students say 
social media affects their 
daily lives, while 22% feel 
anxious if they cannot ac-
cess their social media 
accounts, a survey by the 

Education Ministry found 
last year.
Many schools in South 
Korea already have their 
own restrictions for smart-
phone use, which the bill 
now formalizes.
Digital devices will still be 
permitted for students with 
disabilities or for educa-
tional purposes.
Some youth advocacy 
groups have opposed the 
smartphone ban, saying it 
would violate children’s 
human rights. (NBC)

South Korea to ban mobile phones in school classrooms
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Lil Nas X has said he’s OK after 
a “terrifying last four days” fol-
lowing his arrest in Los Angeles.
The Grammy winner, known for 
his country-rap hit Old Town 
Road, was arrested on Thurs-
day after police officers said he 
assaulted them after they found 
him walking the streets naked. 
He was taken to hospital for treat-
ment for a possible overdose.
On Monday, the 26-year-old rap-
per pleaded not guilty to injuring 
a police officer and resisting ar-
rest. He was later released after 
paying a $75,000 (£56,000) bail.
Posting on Instagram on Tues-
day, he assured fans: “Your girl 
is gonna be OK, y’all.” He add-
ed: “That was terrifying, that was 
a terrifying last four days.”
The performer, whose real name 
is Montero Lamar Hill, is facing 
three felony counts of battery 

with injury to a police officer and 
one felony count of resisting ar-
rest.
If convicted, he could face up to 
five years in prison, according to 
the Los Angeles District Attor-
ney.
Police in LA said he charged at 
them when they responded to a 
call about a nude man on a busy 
main road.
They said they believed he was 
using drugs at the time, and he 
must now attend an outpatient 
drug rehabilitation programme.
The star’s attorney Christy 
O’Connor said there was no evi-
dence of drug use, however.
“This is just an aberrant episode 
in an otherwise productive life,” 
she said, according to the Reu-
ters news agency.
His father, Robert Stafford, told 
reporters outside court that his 

son was “very remorseful for 
what happened”.
“He’s going to get the help that 
he needs,” Mr Stafford added. 
“Just keep him in your prayers.”
Lil Nas X rose to fame in 2018 
with his debut single Old Town 
Road, which - with the help of a 
later remix featuring country star 
Billy Ray Cyrus - went on to be-
come the longest-running num-
ber one song in US chart history, 
at 19 weeks.
He came out as gay at the same 
time, going on to upend hip-hop 
with his LGBT-positive lyrics 
while also pioneering new ways 
of promoting his music online.
UK music fans may recall him 
riding on to Glastonbury’s Pyra-
mid Stage on a giant fake horse 
while performing just ahead of 
Sir Elton John’s farewell gig at 
the festival in 2023. (BBC)

Lil Nas X says he’s OK after ‘terrifying’ arrest
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International

Opposition figures and oth-
ers in Uganda on Tuesday 
criticised an agreement 
with the United States to 
receive deported migrants, 
questioning the lack of par-
liamentary approval and 
claiming that the deal eas-
es political pressure on the 
country’s authoritarian pres-
ident.
After facing US sanctions 
that have targeted many 
government officials, in-
cluding the parliamentary 
speaker, Ugandan Presi-
dent Yoweri “Museveni will 
be happy” to transact with 
Washington, said Ibrahim 
Ssemujju, a lawmaker who 
is a prominent opposition 
figure. “He will be asking, 
‘When are you bringing 
them?’”
Ugandan officials have re-
leased few details about the 
agreement, although said 
they preferred to receive 
deportees of African origin 
and didn’t want individuals 
with criminal records. How-
ever, the country is being 
put forward as a possible 
location for high-profile de-
tainee Kilmar Abrego Gar-
cia, an El Salvador native 
who has been charged with 
human smuggling.
Abrego Garcia, the subject 
of a protracted immigra-
tion saga, was detained on 
Monday by immigration of-
ficials in Baltimore, and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security said in a statement 
that Abrego Garcia “is be-
ing processed for removal 
to Uganda.”

Without parliamentary over-
sight, “the whole scheme 
stinks,” said Mathias Mpuu-
ga, until recently the leader 
of the opposition in Ugan-
da’s national assembly.
He said the agreement with 
the US left him “a little per-
plexed” because Uganda is 
struggling to look after ref-
ugees fleeing violence in 
neighbouring countries. He 
suggested the agreement 
makes sense only as a mat-
ter of “economic expedien-
cy” for the Ugandan gov-
ernment.
It remains unclear precisely 
what Ugandan authorities 
are getting in return for ac-
cepting deportees.
Uganda’s attorney-general, 
as well as the government 
ministers in charge of ref-
ugees and internal affairs, 
were not immediately avail-
able for comment. Okello 
Oryem, the deputy minister 
in charge of international re-
lations, told the AP that such 
a deal was “complete rub-
bish” — the day before his 
permanent secretary con-
firmed an agreement was in 

place to accept individuals 
who are “reluctant to or may 
have concerns about return-
ing to their countries of or-
igin.”
Negotiators for the Ugan-
dan side are believed to 
have been reporting directly 
to Museveni, an authoritar-
ian leader who has been in 
power in the east African 
country since 1986.
For much of his time in 
power, Museveni was wide-
ly seen as a strong US ally, 
especially for his support 
of counter-terrorism oper-
ations in Somalia when he 
deployed troops there to 
fight the al-Qaida-linked 
rebels of al-Shabab.
But his cachet in Wash-
ington declined in recent 
years. The Biden adminis-
tration piled pressure over 
corruption, LGBTQ rights 
concerns and other rights 
abuses, with a growing list 
of Ugandan officials facing 
sanctions. In addition to 
Speaker Anita Among, a key 
ally of Museveni’s, Ugan-
dan officials sanctioned by 
the US include the current 

prisons chief, a former po-
lice chief, a former deputy 
army commander, and some 
former government minis-
ters.
In 2023, reacting to US 
sanctions against Ugandan 
officials that followed the 
enactment of a law against 
homosexuality, Museveni 
told a gathering of govern-
ment officials that he had no 
wish to visit the US.
For Museveni, the deal with 
the US to accept deportees is 
desirable “for political and 
perhaps economic reasons,” 
said Marlon Agaba, the head 
of a leading anti-corruption 
group in Uganda.
The deal eases pressure on 
Museveni and may come 
with trade opportunities, 
said Agaba, executive direc-
tor of Anti-Corruption Coa-
lition Uganda.

“The Trump administra-
tion is about deals, about 
deal-making, and any 
strongman would welcome 
that,” he said.
Ssemujju, the opposition 
lawmaker, said he believed 
“the matter should be han-
dled by Parliament” and 
that the agreement is flawed 
without parliamentary au-
thorisation.
In July, the US deported five 
men with criminal back-
grounds to the southern Af-
rican kingdom of Eswatini 
and sent eight more to South 
Sudan. Rwanda has also 
said it will receive up to 250 
migrants deported from the 
US. (AP)

Some in Uganda question a deal to receive 
deportees from the US like Abrego Garcia
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Antiguans suffer first loss at ECCB International Netball Series  

Antigua and Barbuda suffered their 
loss on Tuesday evening at the Fifth 
Annual Eastern Caribbean Central 
Bank (ECCB) International Netball 
Series, which is being hosted in Gre-
nada at the Tanteen Sports Complex in 
St. George’s from August 23 to 30.

After winning their first three en-
counters with victories against An-
guilla, Montserrat, and Guyana, Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s unbeaten run was 
ended in a 33-45 loss to St. Lucia in 
their fourth encounter at the 10-team 
round-robin tournament.

It was the second win for the St. Lu-
cians, whose opening match against 
Montserrat was stopped by rain.

Host Grenada rebounded from their 
first loss of the tournament, a 60-68 
defeat against guest team Barbados, to 

win their next two matches. The Gre-
nadians claimed their third win in four 
matches with a commanding 53-16 
victory against Anguilla on Wednes-
day morning.

The Grenadians, who launched their 
campaign with a 65-43 victory against 
Dominica, surged to a 69-16 victory 
against Guyana on Tuesday evening.

After their opening game against 
Guyana was stopped due to rain, de-
fending champions St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines claimed their third win 
in a row with a 57-40 victory against 
the Commonwealth of Dominica, who 
slumped to their third loss in as many 
encounters.

Guest team Barbados made it two 
wins in as many games with a com-
manding 65-27 victory against An-

guilla on Tuesday. The Anguillans 
have lost three of their four matches 
so far.

Guest team Cayman Islands re-
bounded from a 43-55 loss to St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines by winning 
their next two matches.

The Cayman Islands notched up a 
78-16 win against Guyana on Wednes-
day morning after romping to an em-
phatic 71-10 victory against Montser-
rat on Tuesday. It was the third loss in 
a row for both the Montserratian and 
Guyanese teams.

Montserrat, Guyana, and the Com-
monwealth of Dominica remain the 
only three teams who are yet to record 
a win at this year’s ECCB Internation-
al Netball Series.

Players of Antigua and Barbuda (yellow and black uniform) and Montserrat compete during their second match 
at the 2025 ECCB International Netball Series at the Tanteen Sports Complex in St. George’s, Grenada, on Mon-
day, August 25, 2025. (ECCB)



THURSDAY 28TH AUGUST 2025

PAGE 25

THURSDAY 28TH AUGUST 2025

Sports News
Francis ton guides Leewards past Jamaica in U-17 tournament

Leeward Islands Tropi-
cal Wave’s captain Tanez 
Francis scored a superb 
century to lift his side to 
a nail biting one-wicket 
win over Jamaica via the 
Duckworth/Lewis/Stern 
(DLS) method in round 
two of the CWI Rising 
Stars Under-17 Men’s 
50-over Championship in 
Trinidad on Tuesday.

On a day that saw all 
three matches affected by 
rain, Barbados and Trin-
idad and Tobago regis-
tered convincing DLS 
victories over Guyana and 
the Windward Islands, re-
spectively.

At the National Cricket 
Centre, in Balmain, Fran-
cis cracked a century at the 
top of the order, the first of 
this year’s competition, to 
lead the Leeward Islands 
to an exciting one-wicket 
victory over Jamaica.

In a match that was re-
duced to 35 overs per side, 
Jamaica posted 186 for 
eight after being sent in 
to bat. Demarco Scott led 
the way with a knock of 
57 from 53 balls, with six 
fours and one six, while 
Odane Binns hit 39 off 32 
balls.

The two shared a part-
nership of 79 for the fourth 
wicket that helped Jamai-
ca rebuild their innings 
after sliding to 67 for 
three. Kasim Challenger 

claimed three for 31, and 
Kunal Tilokani picked up 
two for 19.

Francis then played a 
captain’s knock, blasting 
110 from just 94 balls, in-
clusive of five fours and 
four sixes, to put his side 
in prime position to coast 
to a comfortable win after 
being set a revised total of 
197.

However, from a com-
fortable position of 174 
for two in the 29th over, 
the Leeward Islands col-
lapsed to 193 for eight in 
the 33rd over.

After losing Kasim 
Challenger with the scores 
tied, the last wicket pair 
of Jathan Edward and 
T’sharvier Pemberton car-
ried the Leewards over the 

line with an over to spare. 
Adrian Silvera bagged 
five for 26, while Ryan 
Littleton took two for 44.

At Gilbert Park, Califor-
nia, a sensational spell of 
bowling from T&T’s left-
arm pacer Daron Dhanraj 
condemned table leaders 
Windward Islands to a 
comprehensive five-wick-
et defeat.

Dhanraj claimed spec-
tacular figures of seven for 
22 to dismiss the Wind-
wards for 125 in 42.4 of 
their allotted 44 overs. 
Only Johnathan Daniel 
(34) and Tyler Venner, 
who made 31, offered 
any resistance against the 
young Trinidadians.

T&T were then buoyed 
by a half-century opening 

stand by Christian Lall 
(44) and Saleem Khan 
(23), and easily over-
hauled their target, finish-
ing on 130 for five in 27.4 
overs. Roberto Badree 
scored an unbeaten 24 to 
lead T&T to their first win 
of the tournament.

And at Inshan Ali Park, 
Preysal, Barbados pro-
duced a strong bowling 
effort on their way to 
strolling to a seven-wicket 
victory over Guyana.

Justin Parris took three 
wickets and Raphael 
Lovell and Asher Bran-
ford snared two wickets 
apiece to rout Guyana for 
105 in 27.5 overs.

Parmeshwar Ram scored 
24, while Shamar Apple 
made 23, but they were 
the only two batters to 
score more than 20 in a 
disappointing batting dis-
play by Guyana.

Barbados lost both of 
their openers cheaply, 
but captain Gadson Bow-
ens batted sensibly in his 
match-winning unbeaten 
knock of 50 from 46 balls, 
with three fours and two 
sixes, as Barbados cruised 
to 108 for three in 20 
overs.

Guyana did themselves 
no favours by conced-
ing 24 extras, the second 
highest contributor to Bar-
bados’ total.

Tanez Francis
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Kings beat Warriors in Caribbean Premier League

Host and defending champions, the 
St Lucia Kings, pull off an impressive 
four-wicket win against last year’s los-
ing finalists, the Guyana Amazon War-
riors, in their Republic Bank Caribbe-
an Premier League (CPL) match at the 
Daren Sammy Cricket Ground in Gros 
Islet on Tuesday night.

Ackeem Auguste played a wonder-
ful innings of 73 off 35 balls to earn 
the player of the match award and pro-
pel the Kings to victory at 203 for six 
with 11 balls remaining.

The Warriors would be disappoint-
ed not to defend a robust total, as they 
won the toss and elected to bat first, 
scoring 202 for six off their 20 overs.

Romario Shepherd plundered an un-
beaten 73 off just 34 balls with five 
fours and seven sixes to set a challeng-

ing score. Iftikhar Ahmed hit 33 off 27 
balls, including three sixes and a four.

Opener Ben McDermott cracked 30 
off 18 balls, including three fours and 
two sixes, and Shai Hope chipped in 
with 23 off 27 balls. Pacer Keon Gas-
ton captured two for 57.

The Kings didn’t blink in their re-
sponse as they inflicted a first defeat 
in three matches upon the Warriors in 
this year’s competition.

Tim Seifert, who made 37 off 24 
balls, and Auguste got the chase off to 
a flier after the early loss of Johnson 
Charles for 13.

 The Kings smashed 86 runs in the 
powerplay to break the back of the to-
tal, and the reigning CPL champions 
never looked back from there.

Auguste eventually fell with his 
team on 140 for four, with plenty still 
to do, but the experienced hands of 
Tim David (25), Aaron Jones (16), and 
captain David Wiese (10 not out) guid-
ed the Kings to victory.

Left-arm spinner Gudakesh Motie 
captured two for 32, and left-arm pac-
er Jediah Blades claimed two for 35.

The Kings laid down a real marker 
in hauling in a huge total set by the 
Warriors in ice-cool fashion.

The victory lifted the Kings to sec-
ond position in the table with six points 
from five matches, albeit two of those 
were abandoned due to rain. 

The Amazon Warriors slipped from 
second to third place with four points 
from three matches.

St. Lucia Kings batsman Ackeem Auguste, right, hits through the leg-side during his team’s CPL match against 
the Guyana Amazon Warriors at the Daren Sammy Cricket Ground in Gros Islet, St. Lucia, on Tuesday, August 
26, 2025. (CPL/Getty Images)
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Sports News
Men’s Pan American Cup puts crucial ranking points on the line

LEÓN, Guanajuato – The 
Senior Men’s Pan Ameri-
can Volleyball Cup awards 
important ranking points 
for qualification to the 2026 
Central American and Ca-
ribbean Games in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Re-
public.

The competition, which 
is being held from August 
26 to 31 at the Domo de la 
Feria in Mexico, features 
twelve teams aiming to col-
lect as many points as pos-
sible to boost their chances 
of qualifying for Santo Do-
mingo 2026. The qualifica-
tion system will be complet-
ed next year.

Augusto Sabbatini, Head 
Coach of Antigua and Bar-
buda, said, “The team has 
been training for 60 days. 
We’re bringing up a young 

team with a mix of experi-
enced players. We are look-
ing to improve for our next 
competition, the ECVA Fi-
nal Four, which will be held 
in Antigua. This tournament 
is very important for us to 
showcase what we’ve been 
training in order to strength-
en the team.”

David Preston, Head 
Coach of Canada, stated, 
“We’ve had a very good 
training block. We have 
nine new members of our 
team that have limited inter-
national experience, so like 
most teams in their first year 
of their quad, we’ve made 
some good transitions.

“We do have some guys 
with some experience, so 
it could be a little bit dif-
ferent. Our senior team is 
preparing for the World 

Championship, so it’s been 
two agendas as we’ve been 
getting the guys ready. We 
are looking forward to see-
ing our young guys and how 
they handle this internation-
al event, so there’s a lot of 
excitement.”

Daniel Nejamkin, Head 
Coach of Chile, claims, 
“We have never experi-
enced a Pan American Cup 
with twelve teams, so we 
are very happy to be able 
to compete with everyone. 
We are glad to see so many 
teams from South America 
and NORCECA.”

Paolo Montagnani, Head 
Coach of Colombia, said, 
“We didn’t have a long 
preparation because I had 
to make a preselection and 
know all the players from 
Colombia, it’s my first year 

in Colombia. We did our 
best, unfortunately, we had 
no friendly matches nor in-
ternational events. I think 
we will be competitive and 
ready; we expect to have 
fun.”

Alexander Gutiérrez, 
Head Coach of Dominican 
Republic, stated, “We will 
try to put on a good show 
because we are coming with 
practically a ‘B’ team due to 
multiple international com-
mitments. This tournament 
is for testing and preparing 
ourselves for the Final Six, 
where we will have our full 
roster. We will give the re-
sponsibility to the players so 
they can embrace their role 
in the national team proj-
ect.”

Reider Lucas, Head 
Coach of Guatemala, said, 
“This is a high-quality event 
with a good level of compe-
tition, and we are very hap-
py to be here. We came with 
the objective of earning the 
ranking points necessary to 
qualify for the 2026 Central 
American Games. We will 
aim to compete well and 
show a good image.”

Rubén Wolochin, Head 
Coach of Venezuela, said, 
“Our main goal is qualify-
ing for the Central Ameri-
can and Caribbean Games. 
The second goal is to collect 
as many points as possible 
for the world ranking and to 
compete again after Venezu-
ela’s five-year absence from 
international competitions. 
We will go step by step, see-
ing where we stand, and try-
ing to put on the court what 
we’ve been able to train.”

An aerial view of two teams competing during the opening day of matches at the 
Domo de la Feria in León, Guanajuato, Mexico, on Tuesday, August 26, 2025. (ABA-
VA)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Cuba dominates Antigua and Barbuda in Pan American Cup debut  

Cuba opened the 18th 
Men’s Senior Pan Ameri-
can Volleyball Cup with a 
strong performance, defeat-
ing Antigua and Barbuda 
3-0 (25-19, 25-10, 25-12) 
on the first day of Pool A ac-
tion at the Domo de la Feria 
in León, Guanajuato, Mexi-
co, on Tuesday evening.

The Pool A match was 
quick-paced, with the Cu-
bans showing absolute 
dominance in all aspects of 
the game, sealing the victo-
ry in just 49 minutes.

Cuba controlled the fun-
damentals in attack (41-15), 
blocking (6-2), and serving 
(11-2). Antigua and Barbu-
da committed fewer errors 
than Cuba (17 to 27) but 
could not counter the power 
of their opponents.

To close the match, the 

Cubans needed four match 
points, after a service error 
and two consecutive re-
ception mistakes following 
powerful attacks from An-
tiguan Cairon Davis briefly 
extended the finish.

Cuba’s top scorers were 
Víctor Andreu and Endri-
el Pedroso with 11 points 
each, while Davis led An-
tigua and Barbuda with six 
points.

Cuban captain Víctor An-
dreu said, “We came from 
a long trip, arriving just 
last night, so starting with 
a match that didn’t demand 
much from us was good, 
because we are still unco-
ordinated and making many 
mistakes.

“We don’t underestimate 
any opponent; the ending 
was exciting for both teams. 

This match worked as good 
practice for us ahead of 
tougher challenges, like 
Venezuela and the United 
States.”

Erwin Mathurin, captain 
of Antigua and Barbuda, 
said, “For us, coming from 
a small island in such a big 
tournament is absolutely in-
credible. Maybe we antici-
pated a little bit more from 
ourselves in this match, but 
we enjoyed it. We hope to 
do better going into the oth-
er games.”

Venezuela opened their 
campaign with a straight-
set victory 3-0 (25-21, 28-
26, 31-29) over the United 
States of America (USA) in 
the first match of Pool A on 
Tuesday.

Defending champion 
Canada opened with a vic-
tory in the Senior Men’s Pan 

American Volleyball Cup, 
defeating Puerto Rico in a 
hard-fought match 3-1 (25-
21, 25-18, 22-25, 25-20) in 
Pool B action on Tuesday.

Colombia made a victo-
rious debut in the opening 
match in Pool B, sweeping 
Guatemala in straight sets 
3-0 (25-18, 25-20, 25-23).

Chile opened the Senior 
Men’s Pan American Vol-
leyball Cup with a 3-1 vic-
tory (25-19, 23-25, 25-17, 
25-23) over the Dominican 
Republic in the first match 
of Pool C.

Host team Mexico got off 
to a strong start in the 18th 
Senior Men’s Pan Ameri-
can Volleyball Cup, defeat-
ing Suriname 3-0 (25-18, 
25-14, 25-17) in the other 
Pool C match on Tuesday’s 
opening day of the 12-team 
competition.

Cuba blocks an attack from Antigua and Barbuda 
during their Group A match at the 18th Men’s Senior 
Pan American Volleyball Cup at the Domo de la Feria in 
León, Guanajuato, Mexico, on Tuesday evening.

The senior men’s Antigua and Barbuda volleyball team 
in Mexico. (Photo courtesy ABAVA)
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