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International Soca Artist
Machel Montano receives
‘cultural welcome’

Story on Page 2
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International Soca Artist Mache
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International Soca artist,
Machel Montano, arrived
at the VC Bird Interna-
tional Airport on Tuesday
morning and was warmly
greeted by members of the
Festivals Commission, the
Antigua and Barbuda Tour-
ism Authority as well as a

o5k

cultural display featuring
the traditional iron band,
moko jumbie and stilt
walkers.

Machel emerged from the
Customs area to the sound
of the iron band with danc-
ing from the moko jumbie
and the stilt walkers. It was

| Montano receives ‘cultural welcome’

easy to tell that the artist
appreciated this traditional
Antigua and Barbuda wel-
come and he broke out in
a broad smile; a display of
his appreciation.

Just outside the terminal
building, Machel became
immersed in the music to
the extent that he took the
drum sticks from one of the
drummers and began lay-
ing himself; an impromp-
tu performance that was
appreciated by the official
welcome party and by on-
lookers at the airport.

Following several min-
utes participating with the
performers, Machel was

driven away in an SUV
provided by BYD, the of-
ficial ground transportation
provider for the overseas
artists.

Chairman of the Festival
Commission, Lisa Mak-
houl said she is looking for-
ward to a ‘fantastic’ show
featuring Machel Montano
who is returning to Antigua
and Barbuda to perform for
the first time in eight years.
Machel Montano is the fea-
tured act in the Caribbean
Melting Pot show slated
for Thursday night at Car-
nival City (ARG).

“Machel is just coming off
his 40" anniversary in show
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business and with Burn-
ing Flames, with whom
he enjoys a longstanding
relationship celebrating
their 40th anniversary this
year, we felt that it would
be a nice touch to bring
him back for Carnival this
year,” she stated.

Additionally, she noted that
the artist spent much time
in Antigua as a youth and
he also enjoys a person-
al friendship with Prime
Minister Gaston Browne as
both have worked together
on several regional initia-
tives.

“The performance will

feature Machel, his entire
band and his dancers; pa-
trons can expect the full set
of high-energy, non-stop
performance of Machel at
his very best. It is going to
be an amazing show,” she
predicted.

Additionally, the show will
feature Antigua and Barbu-
da’s own, Claudette Peters,
who is celebrating 25 years
in the industry and Tian
Winter, who is celebrating
18 years as a performer.
Other acts include Triple K
out of Dominica and Skin-
ny Fabulous of St. Vincent

and the Grenadines.
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PM Browne warns against making the annual AFRI-Caribbean
Investment Forum ‘another talk-shop’
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne urged participants at this week’s Afri-Ca-

ribbean Trade and Investment Forum

Prime Minister Gaston Browne urged
participants at this week’s Afri-Carib-
bean Trade and Investment Forum in
Grenada not to make the annual meet-
ing of African and Caribbean leaders
become another ‘talk-shop’.

In his contribution to a panel discus-
sion on the future of African-Carib-
bean relations, PM Browne noted that
the process would require action from
all parties involved.

“We cannot allow this initiative to die
or to become another talk-shop. The
proposal to establish a commission is
in my view, an excellent idea and we
should establish this commission as
soon as possible. However, the com-
mission should not be limited to tech-
nocrats and bureaucrats as | believe
that there should be some political di-
rection to make sure that we can get
quick action to achieve some of the
‘low hanging fruits’ so that we can
achieve this integration between Afri-
ca and the Caribbean,” he stated.

According to the prime minister it is
well-known what the problems are;
these include the absence of infra-
structure to move people and to move
goods between both points, noting
that he believes that the wherewithal
to achieve these ambitions currently
exists.

“I believe we can have a strong part-
nership between the public and private
sectors where we can utilize not only
the ideas but also the funding to create
sustaining air and sea links between

Africa and the Caribbean,” he noted.

PM Browne observed that if the chal-
lenge of moving people and goods re-
mains unresolved, then the efforts of

all currently involved would be unsuc-
cessful.

Looking ahead, the Antigua and Bar-
buda leader said he is looking forward
to the Africa-Caribbean summit slated
for Addis Ababa, Ethiopia later this
year as he made the case for a ‘full
commitment’ from the leaders to es-
tablish those air and sea links.

He suggested that a study should be
done to determine how best to establish
those air and sea links between the two
regions and to seek about attracting the
necessary investments. He is suggest-
ing also that the Africa-Import-Export
Bank could possible provide the ‘seed

money’ for such ventures.
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Ministry of Works warns road users of possible

The Ministry of Works’
Project Implementation
Management Unit (PIMU)
is advising the general pub-
lic that single-lane traffic
continues to be in effect to

delays due to ongoing roadworks

facilitate ongoing road in-
frastructure repairs on the
Sir Sydney Walling High-
way (SSWH).

Road markings and bus lay-

by installations will contin-
ue this week, from Willikies
westwards, starting daily at
approximately 8:00 a.m.

On Anchorage Road (AR),

a partial road closure will
continue between Monday
28th July, 2025 and Satur-
day 2nd August, 2025 to fa-
cilitate asphalt works from

Penny Lane northwards.

CIBCO

CIBC BUSINESS BANKING

The keys to
expansion

We believe in your growth. You don't have to
do it on your own. If you're ready to expand
with a fleet of vehicles, we're here to help with
affordable financing.

We offer:

* Flexible financing on new commercial vehicles*

» Flexible financing for commercial mortgages
with up to 15 years to repay*

Scan to
learn more

* bizline™ Visa Credit and Debit Cards with
higher purchase limits than personal cards,
separation of business and personal expenses,
and enrolment in My Rewards

*Financing is subject to lending criteria.
"bizline" is a trademark of CIBC, used under license.

The CIBC logo is a trademark of CIBC, used under license.
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The diversion route remains
in effect.

All businesses remain open.

Flag persons will be em-
ployed, and motorists are
encouraged to follow all
instructions to ensure a cau-

tious and safe passageway,
as heavy-duty equipment
will be operating near the
works.

C.O0. Williams Ltd., the
company carrying out the
road works says it sincerely

|

=

regrets the inconvenience.
The road work is a part of
the Second Road Infrastruc-
ture Rehabilitation Project
being carried out by the
Government of Antigua and
Barbuda.

Stakeholders are asked to
adjust their travel plans to
allow for delays.

Telephone queries can be
made by calling the C.O.

Williams Project Office at
562-9573.

Meanwhile, the ministry
is intensifying it road con-
struction programme with
ongoing roadworks in mul-
tiple areas. These include
the road leading to the
Cooks Landfill as well as
community roads in Clare
Hall, Grays Farm and Villa.
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Murder charge for Dashane Whyte

-

' 1 MURDER

18-year-old Dashane
Whyte of Browne’s
Avenue is scheduled
to appear in the St.
John’s  Magistrate’s
court today follow-
ing his arrest and his
being charged in con-
nection with the mur-
der of 50-year-old
Steve Chambers, also
of Browne’s Avenue.

Chambers and Whyte
reportedly got into an
argument on Sunday
evening at Browne’s
Avenue. The inci-
dent escalated into a
physical altercation
with both men arming
themselves with sharp

er succumbed to his
injuries. He was pro-
nounced dead at ap-
proximately 8:18 a.m.
on Monday, July 28.

Whyte also received
medical treatment for
injuries he sustained
during the incident.

He was subsequent-
ly taken into custody
and has since been
charged for the of-
fence.

Today’s court appear-
ance is Whyte’s first
since his arrest and
charge.

and blunt objects.

Chambers sustained

multiple stab wounds ‘ CADES BAY

to his body and was HGRICULTURALSI'ATION'
transported to the Sir | N o

Lester Bird Medical 10AM - 8PM
Centre, where he lat- (G)F@ @PiAngoFest
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Cabinet meets on
Thursday...meeting of
parliament postponed

The weekly meeting of
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Cabinet, the nation’s
highest decision making
body, will take place on
Thursday, rather than to-
day, Wednesday, its usu-
al time.

In a media release, the
Cabinet announced that
its final meeting for the
month of July will run
from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm
on Thursday following
which the Cabinet will
take its annual summer

break.

This means that the
meeting of parliament
that was scheduled for
Thursday has been post-
poned until a new date in
August to be announced.

The public was previ-
ously invited to attend
the sitting. That invita-
tion will be offered again
when the new date is
confirmed in August, ac-
cording to the Cabinet
release.
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Nolan Hue Foundation Empowers Youth at
2025 Retreat in Antigua

Nolan Hue Foundation Empowers Youth at 2025 Retreat in Antigua

The Nolan Hue Foundation recently
hosted its highly anticipated Youth Em-
powerment Retreat 2025 at the Jolly
Beach Resort in St. Mary, Antigua.
The annual retreat welcomed over 30
young people from across Antigua fora
transformative weekend of leadership
development, self-discovery, and
community building.

The Youth Empowerment Retreat is
a flagship initiative of the Nolan
Hue Foundation, designed to inspire,
equip, and connect young people with
the tools and confidence they need
to become agents of positive change.
Throughout the weekend, participants
engaged in dynamic workshops,
interactive panel discussions, team-
building challenges, and wellness-fo-
cused sessions, all aimed at fostering

personal growth and resilience.

Imani Sinclair, Operations Manag-
er at the Nolan Hue Foundation, re-
flected on the retreat’s lasting impact:
“The retreat is about more than just
learning — it’s about transformation.
We saw young people arrive with un-
certainty and leave with renewed pur-
pose and belief in themselves. They
walked away not just with knowledge,
but with community. Watching them
connect, express themselves, and sup-
port one another was incredibly pow-
erful and is the reason we do what we
do at Nolan Hue.”

Participant Orie Martin  shared
his experience, stating:
“I came to the retreat feeling unsure of
my direction, but I left feeling empow-
ered and ready to take on the world.

I Thursdays, 7

The sessions, the connections, and the
energy were exactly what I needed.
I'm grateful for the opportunity and
the family I've found in Nolan Hue.”

This year’s retreat featured engaging
sessions on financial stability, public
speaking, career readiness, artificial
intelligence, and mental health. These
sessions were led by a diverse lineup
of local and international profession-
als, including:

0 Mr. Andre Cleghorn (Jamaica)
0 Mr. Kevin Mussington

0 Mr Andrew Doumith

0 Ms. Regina Adams

0 Mr. Leon Norville

0 Mr. Anwar Joseph

0 Mr. Regis Burton, CEO of the Nolan
Hue Foundation

One of the most memorable moments
of the retreat was the bonfire and re-
flection circle, where participants
shared their personal breakthroughs,
bonded through storytelling, and cel-
ebrated the vibrant heritage of Anti-
gua and the wider Caribbean through
music, dance, and cultural expression.

The Nolan Hue Foundation extends
its  deepest gratitude to all
sponsors, partners, facilitators, and
volunteers whose unwavering support
made this life-changing event possible.
We would like to make special mention
to our platinum sponsors The Sandals
Foundation, ACT /ALL Mart and
Inter Caribbean Airways. Your belief
in the power and potential of young
people continues to drive our mission

forward.

:30pm - Karaoke

Saturdays, 8pm - Live Band

Breakfast served from 7:30am

= Games Night - COMING SOON!
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& a“'*, . "Honouring the Ancestors.
&’ Remembering the struggle.
Renewing the mission."

GATHERING - LIBATION - REFLECTION
DRUMMING - DANCE - PERFORMANCES
ROLL CALL - SPEECHES

Celebrating 191 Years of Emancipation
4 A powerful night of spirit, culture, and community.

HOSTED BY THE ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA REPARATIONS SUPPORT COMMISSION (ABRSC)
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68 Years of Freedom, Culture and an
Antigua Carnival 2025

By Hon. E.P. Chet Greene

As the vibrant pulse of Antigua’s
Carnival 2025 beats across the land,
we don more than costumes; we don
the mantle of history, resilience and
an unbreakable promise. Sixty-eight
years ago, this festival was ignited not
merely for revelry but as the quintes-
sential celebration of emancipation. It
was and still is, the joyous defiance of
a people liberated from the unspeak-
able yoke of chattel slavery, a living
testament to the sacred declaration
etched into our collective soul: NEV-
ER AGAIN.

This declaration transcends the histor-
ical horror of chains. It is a profound
philosophical stance against slavery
in all its insidious forms. Today, the
shackles may be forged from econom-
ic desperation, systemic inequality,
climate injustice or the psychological
bondage of self-doubt and cultural era-
sure. Carnival, in its very essence, is an
annual act of resistance against these
modern captivities. It is the assertion

that the spirit birthed in freedom must
FOREVER remain unbounded, refus-
ing to be enslaved by circumstance or
external definition.

This festival provides our most potent
platform for promoting our cultural
industries and our unparalleled talents.
It is the grand stage where the soul of
Antigua sings, dances and soars. The
preservation of our unique art forms
isn’t mere nostalgia; it is cultural sur-
vival locked into economic strategy.
The story telling genius of Calypso,
the thunderous heartbeat of the Iron
Band, the gravity-defying majesty of
the Moco Jumbie, the intricate artist-
ry of Wire Bending, these are not just
performances. They are vital threads
connecting us to our ancestral ingenu-
ity and resilience, reimagined through
generations, today cloaked in the fan-
ciful language of innovation. They are
the bedrock of our distinct identity, a
magnetic force enriching our tourism

Unyielding Spirit:

product unlike any imported spectacle.
To lose them would be to sever a life-
line to our past and dim the beacon of
our future.

The economic vitality sparked by Car-
nival radiates far beyond the revelry.
It is the lifeblood flowing through all
sectors, with a particularly vital pulse
in our small business community. Ho-
tels feel the impact, transport networks
hum, restaurants buzz, beauty salons
and nail shops but take a closer look:
it’s the traditional tray vendors, their
wares in demand by revellers, children
and onlookers, that capture fondest
memories.

It is the dedicated food vendors, filling
the air with the irresistible aromas of
local cuisine, who sustain the crowds
and showcase our culinary heritage.
These entrepreneurs, the new moni-
ker for our industrious vendors, em-
body the Carnival spirit; resourceful,

services including top-ups.

to our customers.

safely.

SO
Apua

MENTION 30072025
APUA MOBILE PAYMENT CENTRE

On Wednesday 30th July 2025, The Payment Centre will be located at Mount Joy Service
Station from 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM! Services include the payment of all utility bills and inet

APUA ELECTRICITY MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE
These planned outages are necessary for our ongoing line upgrades, repairs, replacement of
poles, and infrastructure maintenance programme, to provide a reliable and consistent service

The following areas will experience a temporary power disruption to allow our crews to work

Date: Wednesday, 30th July 2025
Time: 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Affected areas: Scott’s Hill

End -
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vibrant and essential to the fabric of
the celebration. Their success is Car-
nival’s success; a distributed econom-
ic engine powering households across
the nation. I can almost see the smiles
of readers who were schooled or sim-
ply lived by these carnival vending op-
erations.

Reflecting on 68 years is to walk with
giants. We stand on the shoulders
of the visionaries and stalwarts who
shaped this cultural movement: pio-
neers like John Ferdinand Shoul and
Reginald Knight; artistic forces like,
Oscar Mason, Sir Rupert Philo, Sir
Paul Richards and Sir McClean Eman-
uel; administrative pillars like Bernard
Percival, Guy Yearwood, Erna-Mae
Tonge, Eleston Adams and Baldwin
Spencer; writers like like Shelly To-
bitt, Marcus Christopher, Dr. Prince
Ramsey and Little man Pelle; Mas
designers like Alister Thomas, Calvin
Southwell and Wanga Martin. Their
combined contributions represent the
foundation stones.

Our soundscape has been electrified by
legendary bands: the stirring anthems
of Laviscount Brass, the soulful har-
monies of Saints Brothers, the infec-
tious energy of Burning Flames, Eddie
Mello and the Vision Band, LA Crew
and Revo Band. As we mark this 68th
anniversary, one art form shines with
particular brilliance: Our Steelband.

I am not Nostradamus and certainly do
not claim the prophetic values of Eze-
kiel or Daniel of Bible fame but Steel-
band will undeniably be the star of
the show in 2025. While our beloved
brass bands, still delivering powerful
performances, often showcase famil-
iar faces from the past 25-30 years, the
steelband movement has experienced
a phenomenal renaissance. It is now
an explosion of youthful talent, inno-
vation and participation. This surge
of new energy, commitment and skill
is precisely the kind of revitalization

essential for the festival’s future. The
brass bands must look to this model,
embracing and nurturing the next gen-
eration to ensure their own enduring
legacy and the overall dynamism of
Carnival. The future sounds like steel,
vibrant and young.

“Carnival is bacchanal”, a tired refrain
oft repeated. We must vehemently re-
sist this negative designation of our cul-
ture. It is a pejorative label we MUST
NOT continue to internalize. Instead,
we must take responsibility. Respon-
sibility for its artistic development, for
ensuring safety and respect within the
revelry, for amplifying its global reach
and most importantly, for proudly
identifying with it. This vibrant, com-
plex, historically-rooted celebration is
after all, who we are. It is our story,
our catharsis, our creativity unleashed.

Happy Carnival 2025! As you revel in

the mas, the music, the sheer exuber-
ance, remember our forebears whose
struggle for freedom made this joy
possible. Celebrate the incredible jour-
ney from the depravity of slavery and
colonialism to the independent, spirit-
ed management of our own affairs and
our cultural crown jewel, Carnival.

Whether you choose to ‘Go Low Un-
der the Red Flames’, ‘Throw Gas on
de Fire’, ‘Get Soaking Wet’ or sway to
the strains of ‘Stiff Iron’, do so with
the spirit of freedom in your heart.
Embrace our culture. Support our ven-
dors. Applaud the artists, old and new,
soca or calypso. Keep each other safe.
Make Carnival 2025 not just a party,
but a powerful, positive and profound-
ly Antiguan experience. Our flame of
freedom, culture and resilience burns
bright. Ramp up our happiness in-

dex....itz a vibe, 268.

Bakanal Bucket
5 pcs + 4 strips+ 2 fries

$59-°°

RIDDIM GO
1Pc + 3 hot wings +

biscuit + med drink
$22°00 "\-/;P

*Share da Vybz™ .

4 pcs + 2 fries
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Australia complete -0 series sweep over West Indies

Ben Dwarshuis, right, celebrates with his Australian teammates after
capturing one of his three wickets during the fifth and final T20 Inter-
national against the West Indies at Warner Park in St. Kitts on Monday,

July 28, 2025. (Getty Images)

Shimron Hetmh/er led the West Indies batting by hitting a half-century

during the fift

and final T20 International against Australia at Warner

Park in St. Kitts on Monday, July 28, 2025.

Australia put the hapless West Indies
out of their misery with a three-wick-
et win in the fifth and final match to
complete a 5-0 T20 International se-
ries sweep at Warner Park in St. Kitts
on Monday evening.

The West Indies, after losing a fifth

consecutive toss, were put in to bat for
the fifth time in the series.

The hosts were bowled out for 170
with two ball to spare in their innings
with left-handers Shimron Hetmyer
and Sherfane Rutherford doing the
bulk of the scoring.

The top three of Brandon King (11),
captain Shai Hope (9) and Keacy Carty
(1) all fell early before Rutherford and
Hetmyer added 32 for the fourth wick-
et. That partnership ended when Ruth-
erford fell for a 17-ball 35, including
six fours and a six.

Hetmyer went on to lead the scor-
ing with 52 off 31 balls, including
three fours and three sixes, while Ja-
son Holder and Matthew Forde also
chipped in late with 20 and 15, respec-
tively.

Left-arm pacer Ben Dwarshuis
picked up three for 41 from his four
overs, while right-arm quick Nathan
Ellis supported well with two for 32
from his 3.4 overs.

Australia then needed only 17 overs
to achieve victory at 173 for seven and
secure the series sweep.

After losing captain Mitchell Marsh
(14), Glenn Maxwell (0) and Josh Ing-
lis (10) early, Cameron Green and Tim
David set out to punish the West Indi-
an bowling.

David, returning to the line-up for
the first time since his blistering hun-
dred in the third game, was brutal
again, needing just 12 balls to make
30, thanks to four towering sixes and
one four, while Green hit five fours on
his way to 32 off 18 balls.

Mitchell Owen led the scoring with
37 off 17 balls, including three fours
and three sixes, while Aaron Hardie
finished on 28 not out.

Akeal Hosein was excellent with
ball in hand for the hosts with three for
17 from his four overs, while Alzarri
Joseph and Jason Holder each picked
up two wickets.

The West Indies will look to rebound
quickly when they take on Pakistan in
three T20Is and three ODIs from July
31 to August 12 in Lauderhill, Florida,
and Tarouba in Trinidad and Tobago.
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Hope looks ahead as Windies regroup after Aussie rout

Though still nursing
the wounds of a bruis-
ing five-match T20 series
whitewash at the hands
of Australia, West Indies
white-ball captain  Shai
Hope is urging his team to
quickly reset, with another
daunting challenge loom-
ing — a series against Pa-
kistan.

While the sting of the 5-0
loss remains fresh, Hope
isn’t dwelling in disap-
pointment. Instead, he’s us-
ing the harsh lessons from
the Australian onslaught as
fuel, emphasizing that im-
proved execution across all
departments is the key to
bouncing back.

“We’ve just got to be a
little more consistent in all
three areas,” Hope admit-
ted. “There were games
where we started well with
the bat and fell away at the
back end, or vice versa.
Against a team like Austra-
lia, you can’t afford those
lapses — you’ve got to put
your best games together.”

Australia’s  dominance
was clinical and unrelent-
ing, but Hope sees value in
the exposure, particularly
in observing how the op-
position approached every
moment with precision and
purpose.

“I thought they executed
really well, especially with
the ball,” he said. “They
had clear plans, and you
could see it. Whether it
was a certain phase of the

West Indies captain Shai Hope is cleaned up by Australia’s pacer Ben Dwarshuis
during the fifth and final T20 International against Australia at Warner Park in St.
Kitts on Monday, July 28, 2025. (Getty Images)

innings or a specific match
situation, they always
knew what they wanted to
do — and they did it.”

What impressed the skip-
per even more was the
Aussie aggression with the
bat.

“They never let up,”
Hope added. “Even when
we picked up wickets in
the powerplay, they just
kept pressing. On a small
ground and a good surface
like Saint Kitts, they made
it tough for our bowlers to
settle.”

Despite the series result,
Hope was heartened by
signs of fight from the West
Indies, particularly in the
final two games where the
bowlers began to find their

rhythm and purpose.
“There were definite
signs of progress. The

bowlers fought — that’s
something we can build

2

on.

But if the Windies are to
begin turning promise into
performance, Hope knows
it will take more than just
glimpses of brilliance.

“We show we can com-
pete with the best, but if
we’re not putting the full
game together — batting,
bowling, and fielding —
we’ll always be playing
catch-up. It’s about string-
ing those winning passages
together more consistent-

ly.ﬂ’
As fans digest another
tough series defeat, Hope

was quick to acknowledge
their unwavering support,
asking them to stay the
course with the team.

“We feel it too,” he said.
“We want to win, proba-
bly even more than they
do. So we just ask them to
keep supporting us. We’re
working to get the formu-
la right. Once we do, we’ll
keep pressing that success
button.”

With Pakistan next in
line, there’s no time to
dwell. Preparation has al-
ready begun.

“It’s a quick turnaround.
We’ve got plans in place
and we’re locked in on
execution. If we raise that
level, I'm confident we’ll
come out on top this time.”
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Outgoing BCA president Riley reflects on tenure

Conde Riley

After seven years at the helm of the
Barbados Cricket Association (BCA),
Conde Riley has formally announced
that he will not seek re-election as
president, a decision he described as
difficult but necessary.

Riley, who has served since 2017, is-
sued a reflective statement on his ten-
ure, as he underscored both the accom-
plishments and challenges that defined
his three terms in office.

»

~

. COME WITH FAMILIES, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS TO A NIGHT OF WORSHIP, PRAYER,
PRAISE AND ANOINTING. JEHOVAH HAS A BESSING FOR YOU. COME BELIEVING!

kY

“Over my tenure on the board, I
would like to think that I have played
a pivotal role in the growth, develop-
ment, and success of the organisation,
and the sport of cricket within Barba-
dos, but also across the wider region,”
he said.

He noted that his presidency was
shaped by a commitment to “strong
governance, strategic innovation, and
an enduring dedication to cricket at all
levels, from grassroots initiatives to
elite competition, including the wom-
en’s game.”

Riley recalled assuming leadership
of the BCA at what he called “a critical
juncture,” but said he was proud of the
strides made under his stewardship.

With the support of successive
boards, he championed youth engage-
ment and led efforts to improve infra-

structure, moves he believes helped
elevate the sport’s local standard and
regional standing.

“These efforts not only elevated the
standard of cricket within the country
but also enhanced its reputation na-
tionally and regionally,” Riley stated.

Looking back, Riley expressed pride
in a legacy he hopes will be remem-
bered for promoting inclusivity and
prioritising the sport’s long-term de-
velopment.

As he steps aside, he extended his
gratitude to those who supported him
throughout his tenure and offered well
wishes to his successor. He also urged
the incoming leadership to remain fo-
cused on advancing Caribbean crick-
et both regionally and on the global
stage.

ALL NIGHI

PRAYER MEETING

THEME “"WORSHIP, PRAYER,
SIGNS AND WONDERS”

SUNDAY O3RD AUGUST, 2025

9:00 p.m. - 4:00 a.m.

A
»

Beacon Light Church of the Nazarene

) Amy Byev* r~“ eet
\ Villa Area




WEDNESDAY 30™ JULY 2025

VACANCY

ACCOUNTANT

The Antigua Public Utilities Authority (APUA) is seeking a motivated Accountant to support the timely
preparation of financial statements in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS),
reconcile key balance sheet accounts, and enhance our financial reporting systems. Working closely and
under the direct supervision of the Senior Accountant, the incumbent will be responsible for the reconciliation
of key accounts, enhancement of financial reporting processes, and providing support on various
finance-related special projects. This position requires a detail-oriented, analytical, and results-driven
individual.

Key duties include:

« Preparing monthly, quarterly, and annual financial statements in compliance with IFRS.

« Reconciling key accounts, including but not limited to bank accounts, payables, receivables, inventory,
accruals, and other general ledger balances.

« Working closely and under the supervision of the Senior Accountant to ensure accurate financial reporting and
compliance with internal policies.

« Assisting in the preparation and review of audit schedules and supporting external and internal audit processes.

« Identifying and implementing improvements to enhance and streamline financial reporting processes and
applications.

« Ensuring all financial records are maintained in an organized and timely manner to support management
reporting and decision-making.

« Analyzing financial data and trends to identify variances and recommend corrective actions.

- Assisting in the preparation of budgets and forecasts as needed.

- Supporting the automation of routine reports and development of financial dashboards.

- Participating in the implementation of new accounting systems or process improvements.

« Providing support for special projects, including financial analysis for capital projects, regulatory reporting, and
funding applications.

« Maintaining compliance with company policies, internal controls, and regulatory requirements.

The successful candidate MUST possess the following:
« A Bachelor’s degree in Accounting, Finance, or a related field.
- A minimum of three (3) years of experience in a similar role; utility or public sector experience is an asset.
« Minimum professional accounting designation of ACCA, CPA, or CMA.
« Strong knowledge of IFRS and financial reporting standards.
« Proficient in Microsoft Excel, accounting software and ERP systems.
« Excellent analytical, organizational, and time-management skills.
« Strong communication skills and the ability to work effectively within a team.
« A high level of integrity, discretion, and commitment to confidentiality.

Interested persons are asked
to apply in writing to:
Human Resources Manager
Antigua Public Utilities Authority
Cnr. High Street & Independence Avenue
St. Johns, Antigua
OR Email: hr@apua.ag

& Deadline for application is Friday 1st August, 2025 G, ($) @
** Only suitable applicants will be acknowledged ** Apua Apua Apua

A U a “APUA is an equal opportunity Employer” o e B
Visit us at WWW.3pu4d.38

NECESSARY...FOR LIFE
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CPL to adopt ICC T20 international playing conditions

The Caribbean Premier League
(CPL) will adopt the International
Cricket Council’s (ICC) T20 Inter-
national playing conditions starting
with the upcoming season.

This strategic alignment brings
CPL matches in line with the global
standard, ensuring the tournament
remains one of the premier cricket-
ing showcases in the world.

The recent updates to the ICC’s
T20I playing conditions - partic-
ularly the stricter over rate rules -
have led to notable improvements
in match completion times across
international cricket.

By adopting these same rules, the
CPL aims to ensure more predict-
able match durations, enhancing the
experience for fans, broadcasters,
and all stakeholders involved.

“We’ve observed how impactful
the ICC’s over rate regulations have
been in reducing delays during T20
Internationals,” said Michael Hall,
CPL’s Tournament Operations Di-
rector.

“We are committed to delivering a
world-class product that is efficient,
entertaining, and in step with the

global game.”

The CPL has always served as a
critical platform for nurturing Ca-
ribbean cricketing talent. Aligning
with ICC T20I standards ensures
that players, especially emerging
stars, operate under the same con-
ditions they will encounter on the
international stage.

This move is designed to stream-
line the transition for players enter-
ing or returning to the West Indies

2024 Caribbean Premier League champions St. Lucia Kings national setup.

v

at A.S. Bryden & Sons (Antigua) Ltd.
A.S. Bryden & Sons (Antigua) Ltd lays claim to being one of the largest distributors

serving Antigua & Barbuda. We are a reputable and established distribution
company specializing in the distribution of beer, wine and spirits portfolios.

The Position: Brand Manager

Proven experience in brand management or a related field, with a strong track
record of achieving sales targets.

Degree in Marketing, Business Administration, or Sales is preferred.

Minimum of 5+ years’ experience working in brand management, preferably in
beverage (beer/wine/spirits) distribution.

Proven track record of growing premium beverage brands in the local market.
Excellent negotiation communication and interpersonal skills, with the ability
to build and maintain strong relationships with clients worldwide.

Strong negotiation and presentation abilities.

Ability to be self-directed; thrives in a dynamic, fast-paced environment.
Ability to work flexible hours, including evenings, weekends, and public
holidays is required.

Valid driver's license and reliable transportation.

Why Join Us?

Send your Resume
and Cover letter to:

pﬁ Professional growth opportunities hr@brydensantigua.com

@ A dynamic and rewarding work Subject: “Brand Manager Application

environment

o . Apply Before Aug 15th
= Competitive compensation package

~(® with excellent benefits.

We appreciate all applications, however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.
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Antiguans fail to advance at World Swimmi

Anti%uan male swimmer Naeem DeSouza, left, and

Wayne Mitchell at the World Swimming Cham-

pionships in Singapore. (Photos courtesy of the ABSF)

Antigua and Barbuda’s
Bianca Mitchel and Naeem
DeSouza have failed to ad-
vance from their first-round
heats at the World Swim-
ming Championships in
Singapore.

Bianca Mitchell bowed
out after her first-round heat
in the women’s 200-meter
freestyle race on Monday
evening.

The 24-year-old Bian-
ca Mitchell missed out on
qualifying for Tuesday’s
semi-finals after finishing
in fourth place in the first of
five opening round heats.

Bianca Mitchell clocked
a time of two minutes and
11.40 seconds in Heat 1,
which was won by Harper
Barrowman of the Cayman
Islands in a time of two
minutes and 08.28 seconds.

Hiruki De Silva of Sri
Lanka staved off a stiff chal-
lenge from Jehanara Nabi

of Pakistan to clinch second
place in two minutes and
09.23 seconds. Nabi fin-
ished in third place in two
minutes and 09.88 seconds.

The final of the women’s
200-meter freestyle event
will take place on Wednes-
day.

DeSouza bowed out of the
men’s 50-meter butterfly
event after clocking a per-
sonal best to finish third in
Heat 2 on Sunday. DeSouza
clocked 26.52 seconds in
Heat 1, which was won by
Jeno Heyns of Suriname.

The men’s 50-meter but-
terfly event was won by
26-year-old Maxime Grous-
set of France. Grousset
clocked 22.48 seconds to
win the final. Noe Ponti of
Switzerland took second
place, and Thomas Ceccon
of Italy finished in third
place.

The 18-year-old DeSouza
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Bianca Mitchell at the World Swimming Champion-
ships in Singapore.

will also compete in Heat 1
of the men’s 100-meter but-
terfly event on Thursday.

Bianca  Mitchell and
Naeem DeSouza are part
of a four-member team
that is representing Antigua
and Barbuda at the World
Swimming Championships
in Singapore from July 24
to August 1.

The other Antiguans at
the event are male swimmer
Stefano Mitchell and female
swimmer Aunjelique Lid-
die.

The 25-year-old Stefa-
no Mitchell was slated to
launch his campaign by
contesting Heat 5 of the
men’s 100-meter freestyle
event on Tuesday night.

Stefano Mitchell will also
compete in Heat 8 of the
men’s 50-meter freestyle
event on Friday.

The 17-year-old Aunjeli-
que Liddie is set to launch
her campaign in Heat 5 of
the women’s 100-meter

freestyle races on Wednes-
day. Liddie is also slated
to compete in the women’s
50-meter freestyle event on
Friday.

Leading the team into this
international arena is Coach
Wayne Mitchell, who brings
years of experience and pas-
sion for the sport. Also ac-
companying the athletes is
Anna Mitchell, who is serv-
ing as the team manager, en-
suring smooth coordination
and support throughout the
competition.

Additionally, the presi-
dent of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Swimming Federation
(ABSF), Edith Clashing,
represented the national fed-
eration at the World Swim-
ming Congress on Tuesday,
July 29.

Clashing will also take
up an assignment with the
World Masters Champion-
ships as a member of the
World Masters Technical
Committee from August 5
to 15.
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