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The much-anticipated 
debate on the proposed 
multi-million-dollar invest-
ment into the Jolly Beach 
Hotel goes before parlia-
ment next Thursday.
The announcement by 
the Attorney General, Sir 
Steadroy Benjamin, came 
following an in-depth dis-
cussion on the matter at 
Wednesday’s meeting of 
the Cabinet.
Cabinet Spokesman, Direc-
tor General of Communi-
cations, Maurice Merchant 
reported that the Cabinet 
welcomed the Director, 
David Matthias, and Dep-
uty Director, Geoffrey Jo-
seph, of the Social Securi-
ty Scheme, who presented 
a detailed report on the 
Scheme’s performance over 
the past 15 years. 
According to Merchant, 
from the outset, both of-
ficials voiced strong sup-
port for the Cabinet’s de-
cision of Social Security 
investing in the redevelop-
ment of the Jolly Beach Re-
sort. They cited provisions 
in the Social Security Act, 
which establish a Social 
Security Fund Investment 
Committee responsible for 
managing the Scheme’s 
investment portfolio under 
the guidance of the Min-
ister responsible—i.e., the 
Cabinet.
The team emphasized 
the clear legal frame-
work governing the Fund:

·	The Cabinet and respon-
sible Minister retain ul-
timate authority over the 
Fund’s strategic direction 
and investments.

·	The Investment Commit-
tee and Board provide 
oversight; however, Cab-
inet approval is required 
for all investment deci-
sions, particularly fol-
lowing legislative amend-
ments made in 2016.

The importance of main-
taining fiduciary respon-
sibility and safeguard-
ing the solvency of the 
Fund was repeatedly under-
scored.
Cabinet was reminded of 
the Scheme’s prior financial 
crisis between 2010 and 
2013, during which it was 
unable to meet pension ob-
ligations. The then admin-

istration was forced to se-
cure a $30 million injection 
from the IMF to prevent 
collapse. In contrast, under 
the stewardship of Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne, 
the Scheme was stabilized 
and restored to solvency—
even during the COVID-19 
pandemic, when monthly 
contributions fell from EC 
$12 million to EC $7 mil-
lion. Despite this downturn, 
the government kept its 
payments to the Scheme up 
to date.
As of now, the Scheme has 
reached a historic mile-
stone with 47,000 active 
contributors, the highest in 
its history. This has enabled 
a monthly surplus of EC $2 
million. However, this pos-
itive status remains frag-
ile due to structural and 

demographic challenges—
particularly the sharp in-
crease in life expectancy. 
When pension eligibility 
was first set at age 60, most 
males did not live beyond 
that age. Today, many pen-
sioners live into their 70s 
and 80s, drawing benefits 
for up to 20 years, making 
the current structure finan-
cially unsustainable.
Led by Prime Minister 
Browne, the session fea-
tured robust discussions 
on the financial sustain-
ability and reform of the 
Social Security system, 
covering long-term invest-
ment strategies, demo-
graphic realities, and re-
gional integration within 
the OECS. A critical point 
was that the current contri-
butions-to-payout ratio is 
5.9:1, whereas a ratio clos-
er to 10:1 is necessary for 
long-term viability.
The meeting concluded 
with consensus that the ses-
sion was a strategic and for-
ward-thinking engagement, 
focused on securing the fu-
ture of Antigua and Barbu-
da’s Social Security Fund 
through financial restruc-
turing, real estate invest-
ments like the Jolly Beach 
Resort, legal oversight, and 
regional collaboration. The 
overarching goal is to en-
sure the system remains vi-
able, resilient, and respon-
sive for current and future 
generations.

The proposed Social Security investment into Jolly Beach 
Hotel goes to parliament next week

Cabinet Spokesman, Director General of Commu-
nications, Maurice Merchant
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The longstanding request from the 
Antigua and Barbuda Cabinet to the 
Board of Directors of the Eastern Ca-
ribbean Amalgamated Bank (ECAB) 
to transfer its shares from preferred 
shares to ordinary shares, remains 
unfulfilled and government is making 
its displeasure known over what it sees 
as ‘delaying tactics’ by the financial 
institution.
On Wednesday, the Cabinet was 
briefed on what it unequivocally de-
scribed as bureaucratic tactics being 
employed by shareholders of the East-
ern Caribbean Amalgamated Bank 
(ECAB) to block the conversion of 
the government’s 25% preference 
shares into ordinary equity shares.
In an official statement, Cabinet strong-
ly condemned these actions as inten-
tional and obstructive, asserting that 
the bank’s shareholders are actively 
undermining the government’s right-
ful equity position. “This calculated 
resistance is viewed as a profit-hoard-
ing maneuver designed to erode and 
dilute the government’s ownership 
stake over time,” the statement noted.
“As it currently stands, the Cabinet 
does not have much ‘teeth’ because 
of the nature of its shareholding (pre-
ferred shares do not have voting rights) 
and as such it is not able to accomplish 
its policy objectives of divesting those 
shares as part of its investment entice-
ment strategy. As a consequence, the 
Cabinet has ‘had it’ with ECAB and 
this is what the Cabinet Notes have 
indicated,” revealed Cabinet spokes-
man, Director General of Communica-

tions, Maurice Merchant at Thursday’s 
Post-Cabinet press briefing.
He explained that the Cabinet wish-
es to have ordinary shares so that can 
divest those shares to members of the 
public similarly to what it successfully 
did with the West Indies Oil Company 
shares.

According to Merchant, the govern-
ment intends to use both political 
and legal means to achieve its goal of 
having its shares in ECAB converted 
without any further administrative or 
bureaucratic delays.
Merchant said the Cabinet issued 
a direct call to ECAB shareholders 
to cease this obstruction immediate-
ly and to facilitate the rightful con-
version without further delay. It made 
clear that continued resistance will not 
be tolerated.
Once the conversion is executed, the 
government intends to divest a portion 
of its ordinary shares to the public, in 
line with its commitment to domestic 
economic empowerment and broader 
citizen ownership of national assets.

Cabinet voices frustration with ECAB’s ‘delaying 
tactics’ over shares conversion
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Attorney General and National Se-
curity Minister, Sir Steadroy Ben-
jamin hails Thursday’s re-opening 
of the newly refurbished St. John’s 
Police Station as both a strategic 
and a symbolic milestone. 
Speaking at the formal recommis-
sioning ceremony, Sir Steadroy de-
scribed the move as underscoring 
the government’s commitment to 
strengthening the operational ca-
pacity of the force.
“The completion of the refurbish-
ing demonstrates that the govern-
ment is ensuring that our officers 
are equipped with the tools neces-
sary to effectively fulfill their du-
ties. Symbolically, it reflects our 
nation’s unwavering resolve to up-
hold the rule of law, preserve peace 
and safeguard the security of every 
citizen and resident,” he remarked.

He said the project was not merely 
about infrastructure; it was, and is, 
about the men and women in uni-
form who work tirelessly, and often 

thanklessly, to protect and serve. He 
added that it is about giving them 
the tools, the resources and the en-
vironment that they need to do their 

The re-opening of the St. John’s Police station: 
A strategic and symbolic milestone

Attorney General and National Se-
curity Minister, Sir Steadroy Benja-
min



FRIDAY 25TH JULY 2025

PAGE 5

FRIDAY 25TH JULY 2025

jobs efficiently and with integrity.
“This facility now boasts upgraded 
operational spaces, improved de-
tention and interview areas, state-
of-the-art communications equip-
ment and a more professionally 
designed environment for public 
interactions. These improvements 
reflect our understanding that com-
munity policing begins with mutual 
respect and the physical environ-
ment plays an important role in fos-
tering that relationship,” Sir Stead-
roy observed.
Acting Commissioner of Police, 
Everton Jeffers, called on all mem-

bers of this ‘noble institution’ to 
take great care of this facility. “Let 
it stand not only as a testament to 
our heritage but as a beacon of our 
commitment to service. May this 
station endure and serve genera-
tions of police officers to come. 
Let us show our appreciation to the 
government and people of Antigua 
and Barbuda by maintaining and re-
specting this facility with the pride 
it so richly deserves,” he stated.
In giving the vote of thanks, Assis-

tant Commissioner of Police, Sam-
uel Joseph, who has administrative 
oversight of the station, recalled 
that the refurbishing work started 
in September 2023 and he thanked 
both National Security Minister 
Sir Steadroy Benjamin and Works 
Minister, Maria Browne for their 
roles in bringing the project to com-
pletion. “Our minister led the fight 
but he could not have accomplished 
it without the help of his Cabinet 
colleagues and I want to thank the 
Hon. Maria Browne for using her 
good office in finding suitable tem-

porary accommodation for the relo-
cation of the St. John’s Police Sta-
tion back in 2023. Madam Minister, 
the accommodations were quite 
adequate and comfortable and the 
men and women and I say thanks,” 
he stated.
Both Ministers Benjamin and 
Browne joined Ag Commissioner 
Jeffers in cutting the ribbon signal-
ing the formal reopening of the sta-
tion.

Local News
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The Ministry of Housing and Works 
celebrates the successful completion 
and reopening of the newly revital-
ized St. John’s Police Station, mark-
ing a significant milestone in the 
government’s ongoing commitment 
to strengthening the nation’s law en-
forcement infrastructure.

At the Re-Commissioning Ceremony 
held Thursday, the Minister of Hous-
ing and Works, Hon. Maria Browne, 
expressed heartfelt gratitude to all 
individuals and organizations whose 
dedication and teamwork made the 
project possible. The Minister high-
lighted the collaborative spirit that de-
fined the rehabilitation process, noting 

the essential roles played by the con-
tractor, Ambassador Patrice Luke and 
his team, the Ministry’s Buildings De-
partment, and the unwavering support 
from the Ministry of Legal Affairs and 
the Port Authority.
“This day has been long in the making, 
and it is a testament to what we can 
achieve when we work together,” said 
Minister Browne. “From the outset, 
this project was a team effort. I want 
to extend a special thank you to Am-
bassador Patrice Luke and his team 
for their professionalism and commit-
ment, as well as to our Buildings De-
partment for their expertise in design 
and outfitting. Their hard work has 
ensured that the St. John’s Police Sta-
tion not only meets modern standards 
but also retains its unique West Indian 
charm.”
The Minister also acknowledged the 
patience and cooperation of the of-
ficers and staff of the Royal Police 
Force, who were temporarily relocat-
ed to Bay Street during the renova-
tion. Special thanks were extended to 

Works Minister applauds team effort in St. John’s Police Station 
revitalization, promises more upgrades to come

Minister of Housing and Works, Hon. Maria Browne
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Port Manager Darwin Telemaque and 
the Minister responsible for the Port 
for providing temporary accommo-
dations, ensuring that police services 
continued uninterrupted.
The revitalized St. John’s Police Sta-
tion now features expanded office 
space, upgraded holding facilities, and 
a newly restored top floor, which had 
not been in use for many years. These 
improvements will provide officers 
with a more functional and comfort-
able working environment, enhancing 
their ability to serve and protect the 
public.
Looking ahead, Minister Browne re-
affirmed the Ministry of Housing and 
Works’ commitment to ongoing im-
provements across police facilities 
throughout Antigua and Barbuda. 
“This is just the beginning,” she stat-
ed. “We will continue to work closely 
with the Ministry of Legal Affairs and 
other partners to rehabilitate and up-
grade government-owned buildings, 
reducing our reliance on leased spaces 
and ensuring that our police officers 
have the resources they need to carry 
out their vital duties.”
The Ministry of Housing and Works 
extends sincere appreciation to every-
one involved in the St. John’s Police 
Station project and looks forward to 
further collaborations as part of its 
mission to enhance public infrastruc-
ture for the benefit of all citizens and 
residents.

Ambassador Patrice Luke
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The swearing-in of the reappoint-
ed members of the Income Tax 
Appeals Board has been success-
fully concluded at Government 
House, Antigua and Barbuda, in 
accordance with Section 60(1) of 
the Income Tax Act, Cap 212.
Earlier this week, three members 
of the Board, Chairman Laurie 
Freeland, Francine Albertine and 
Beulah Buckley were officially 
sworn in by Governor General’s 
Deputy Sir Clare Roberts KCN, 
KC, during a brief but meaning-
ful ceremony held at Government 

House.
The final member, Denise Arm-
strong, was sworn in on Thurs-
day, completing the reappoint-
ment process. All four members 
are returning to serve another 
term on the Board.
Notably, Maureen Hyman con-
tinues to serve as a member of 
the Board, with her current ten-
ure still valid. No swearing-in 
was required in her case.
Beulah Buckley will continue in 
her role as Secretary to the Board.

In his remarks, Sir Clare un-
derscored the importance of the 
Board in safeguarding the prin-
ciples of fairness, transparency, 
and justice in the tax system. 
“Your appointments reflect the 
trust placed in your integrity, 
impartiality, and commitment to 
public service,” he noted.
The Office of the Governor Gen-
eral extends congratulations to 
all members and wishes them ev-
ery success as they carry out their 
responsibilities on this important 
body.

Income Tax Appeals Board reappointments now complete

Denise Armstrong Income Tax Ap-
peals Board

The swearing-in of the reappointed members of the Income Tax Appeals 
Board at Government House
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An Antiguan hotelier who 
has held top tier positions 
at some of the Caribbe-
an’s most prestigious re-
sorts has been named as 
General Manager of the 
forthcoming Moon Gate 
Hotel & Spa.
Trevor McDonald will 
oversee the 73-suite luxu-
ry boutique resort’s daily 
operations, after guiding 
it through its opening lat-
er this year.
With a genuine passion 
for service, McDonald’s 
exacting standards meld 
seamlessly with Moon 
Gate’s ‘Gracious Hospi-
tality’ ethos, which em-

Moon Gate Hotel & Spa names General Manager 
ahead of official opening

Trevor McDonald
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phasises meaningful con-
nections and traditional 
Caribbean warmth.
The devoted father-of-two 
brings more than three de-
cades of experience to the 
post, with several mana-
gerial roles under his belt, 
including at Jumby Bay, 
Rex Resorts and Jolly 
Beach Resort in Antigua, 
along with Almond Re-
sorts in Barbados and St 
Lucia.  
Born to an Antiguan fa-
ther and Barbadian moth-
er, McDonald grew up 
between Antigua and Bar-
bados, studied hospitality 
management in Florida 
and describes himself as 
“proudly Caribbean”.
His interest in Moon Gate 

was inspired, he says, by 
the quality and workman-
ship of its physical struc-
tures fast taking shape at 
Half Moon Bay on Anti-
gua’s east coast, coupled 
with the passion of its 
developers Gaye Hechme 
and Cameron Fraser who 
are committed to offering 
guests an authentic Anti-
guan experience.
“Every guest will enjoy 
an experience shaped by 
luxurious standards in 
service, care and atten-
tion to detail within an 
atmosphere that’s warmly 
personal and refreshingly 
relaxed - Gracious Hospi-
tality,” McDonald says.
“Putting that into practice 
starts now, with the team 
that we build and nurture. 

Gracious hospitality does 
not simply mean taking 
care of how we look af-
ter our guests but how we 
look after each other too, 
with a mutual respect for 
all, regardless of who you 
are,” he explains. 
“Everything at Moon 
Gate will be executed 
with the utmost finesse 
and elegance. We will be 
putting the personal touch 
back into hospitality.”
Meanwhile, Moon Gate’s 
recruitment process con-
tinues. Identifying the 
right personnel to help 
raise the bar in Antiguan 
hospitality is crucial, say 
Hechme and Fraser.
“Our culture thrives on 
mutual respect, shared 

ambition, and an unwav-
ering commitment to ex-
cellence - and we’re hon-
oured to have him join 
us. We are excited for 
what the future holds un-
der his guidance and look 
forward to making great 
things happen at Moon 
Gate Hotel & Spa.”
The adults-only resort of-
fers beautifully appointed 
accommodation across 
seven buildings, all just 
a short stroll from the 
beach. Facilities include 
a spa with multiple treat-
ment rooms, swimming 
pools, an à la carte restau-
rant serving farm-to-fork 
cuisine, a lobby piano bar, 
and a plant-based bistro.

Moon Gate Hotel Pool & Spa.
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By Hon. E.P. Chet Greene 

As Antigua and Barbuda ignites its 
68th Carnival, the Caribbean’s Great-
est Summer Festival, the air thrums 
with more than just anticipation. 
It vibrates with a legacy. For four 
extraordinary decades, one band has 
been the relentless engine, the defin-
ing soundtrack and the unquench-
able spirit of this national celebra-
tion: Burning Flames. As they mark 
their 40th anniversary, it’s not just 
a milestone for a band; it’s a national 
moment of recognition for our most 
iconic cultural architects.
Their entry into the Carnival arena in 
1985 saw the creative fire of brothers 
Toriano ‘Onyan’, Clarence ‘Oungku’, 
and David ‘Bubai’ Edwards, joined 
by nephew Rhone ‘Fox’ Watkins. 
Burning Flames didn’t merely play 
music, they forged Antigua and Bar-
buda’s sonic identity on the anvil of 
Carnival. Their journey parallels our 
nation’s own vibrant ascent, mir-
roring our status as the Caribbean’s 
second fastest growing economy, our 
enviable happiness index and our 
burgeoning global profile. Just as our 
twin-island nation shines brightly, so 

too does Burning Flames stand tall 
among the constellation of regional 
soca stars, not as a newcomer but as a 
foundational pillar.
Their dominance is etched in their 
energy, creative arrangements, sing 
along lyrics and the sweat of revel-
lers. Nineteen Road March titles and 
hot and cold familial relations. 
Let that resonate. Nineteen times 
their anthems ruled the streets, 
dictating the movement of thousands 
of revelers, their rhythms syncing 
with the nation›s collective 
pulse. This isn›t just a record; it 
is a monument to unparalleled 
popularity and an almost supernatural 
connection with the Antiguan soul. 
Songs like «Workey,” “Iron Band, 
“Stylie Tight,” “Swinging Engine,” 
“Wet dem Dung”, Carnival Train” 
and “Rudeness Mek Me” are more 
than hits; they are chapters in our 
national story, instantly transporting 
any Antiguan anywhere in the world 
back to the heat and joy of Antigua’s 
Carnival celebration.
Their impact transcends tro-
phies. Burning Flames distilled 
pure Antiguan joy into music. Their 
signature sound driven by that 
infectious, instantly recognizable 
«rhythm box» became our national 
heartbeat. It is a sonic fingerprint, 
relentlessly imitated across the 
region yet never truly duplicated. 
This unique propulsion isn›t just 
music; it is happy music. It is the 
undeniable ingredient in the recipe 
for Antiguan happiness that resonates 
globally. It fuels our celebrations, 
soothes our stresses and embodies 
the irrepressible spirit that makes us 
who we are; a nation known for its 
warmth, resilience and capacity for 
pure, unadulterated revelry. Their 
contribution to national morale, 
cultural pride and yes, our happiness 
index, is worthy of academic review 
and is immeasurable.
For forty years, Onyan, Oungku, 
Bubai and Fox have been more than 

bandmates; they have been our un-
wavering musical standard bearers. 
They carried the flag of Antiguan soca 
to every corner of the globe, making 
us proud on every continent. They 
didn’t just participate in Carnival, 
they defined it, evolving alongside the 
festival while always remaining its 
authentic and fiery core. They trans-
formed Lions Den into their kingdom 
year after year.
As they celebrate four decades of 
setting our souls alight, mere applause 
feels insufficient. We owe them a 
debt etched in rhythm and gratitude. 
They have cemented Antigua and 
Barbuda’s place in the pantheon of 
soca greatness. How do we repay 
forty years of anthems, nineteen Road 
March crowns and the immeasurable 
national pride?
We show up. We shake our waists, 
“Dance Nasty” and raise our voices in 
collective appreciation.
The moment is now and on Wednes-
day, July 30th, at Carnival City, 
the Fabulous Four, Oungku, On-
yan, Bubai and Fox will ignite the 
stage for their 40th Anniversa-
ry Celebration Jam. They will face 
worthy challengers in the Original 
WCK and 17 Plus, promising a 
musical clash for the ages. This isn›t 
just another fete; it is a national thank 
you card written in soca.
Let us fill Carnival City to its brim. 
Let us move as one massive, grateful 
nation to the rhythm that has defined 
our greatest summer moments for 
forty years. Let our presence be a 
roaring testament to their legacy, our 
appreciation as loud as their legend-
ary music.
For forty years, they have burned 
for us. On July 30th, let Antigua and 
Barbuda burn bright for them. Sup-
port the icons. Celebrate the legacy. 
Jam with the Flames. We can and we 
absolutely should. The heartbeat of 
our Carnival deserves nothing less.

Forty Years of Fire: Burning Flames Antigua’s Carnival Heartbeat
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By Sir Ronald Sanders
On 23 July 2025, the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) delivered an 
advisory opinion at the request of the 
UN General Assembly - driven by 
small island States such as Antigua 
and Barbuda, Vanuatu, and the Mal-
dives - declaring unequivocally that 
all nations “have a duty to prevent en-
vironmental harm” by limiting green-
housegas emissions.

The Court declared that existing 
treaties  - from the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change to 
the Paris Agreement - require sci-
encebased mitigation targets, robust 
environmental impact assessments, 
adaptation measures, and financial 
and technological cooperation with 
vulnerable countries. It recognized a 
stable climate as foundational to hu-
man rights. It held that failure to com-
ply constitutes an “internationally 
wrongful act,” triggering obligations 
to cease, guarantee nonrepetition, and 

provide reparations for harm.

Although advisory, this opinion is al-
ready being hailed as a turning point 
for climate accountability and is ex-
pected to shape future environmental 
litigation worldwide. Experts further 
emphasize that a clean, healthy, and 
sustainable environment is now en-
shrined as a human right, meaning 
that inaction may breach international 
law.

The ruling also clarifies that States 
can now bring claims against one an-
other for climaterelated loss and dam-
age, paving the way, in principle, for 
litigation over historic emissions. Yet, 
as the ICJ warned, untangling which 
country caused what percentage of 
warming will be legally complex.

The ICJ opinion went further, affirm-
ing that affected States – such as the 
Marshall Islands, which estimates 
a $9 billion adaptation shortfall - have 
a right to seek compensation for de-
stroyed infrastructure and forced relo-
cation. However, each claim will de-
mand casebycase proof of causation.

The Court opined even further, hold-
ing that States remain responsible for 
the climate impacts of companies op-
erating under their jurisdiction and 
that subsidizing fossilfuel industries 
or approving new oil and gas licenses 
may itself breach environmental ob-
ligations.

Yet on the very same day of the issu-
ance of the ICJ Opinion, the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency un-
veiled a draft rule to rescind its 2009 
“endangerment finding,” the legal 
linchpin for nearly all federal limits 
on vehicle and powerplant emissions 
under the Clean Air Act.

This rollback threatens to reverse 
years of progress by stripping away 
the EPA’s authority. Since 1850, the 
United States has produced 20.3 per-
cent of cumulative global CO₂ emis-
sions - a share eclipsing any other 
country - and although U.S. emis-
sions peaked in 2007 and fell by just 
over 3 percent by 2022, those modest 
gains are now at risk.

Meanwhile, the consequences of un-
checked emissions are already pain-
fully visible on American soil. In 
September 2022, Hurricane Ian dev-
astated Florida and the Carolinas, 
killing over 100 people and inflicting 
nearly $60 billion in insured damag-
es. Just this July, recordbreaking flash 
floods in Central Texas claimed 136 
lives - well above the 30year average 
- and initially left hundreds missing 
amid the deluge.

Meanwhile, an unprecedented sum-
mer of heat and drought has fuelled 
“hundreds of wildfires” across Cali-
fornia, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, 
and Canada, blanketing entire regions 
in smoke. These events illustrate that 
rescinding the “endangerment find-
ing” will harm American commu-
nities as surely as it imperils small 
states.

Because the ICJ’s advisory opinion 
has no binding enforcement, small 
island States must now press for an 
immediate debate in the UN Gener-
al Assembly (UNGA) under Resolu-
tion 77/276. A public plenary discus-
sion will reveal which governments 
stand for “saving nations from ex-
tinction” and which prioritize short-
term economic gains over planetary 
survival. Such revelations will help 
to galvanize citizen action to protest 
climate change within countries and 

Don’t pour the champagne just yet to celebrate 
the ICJ Opinion on environmental harm
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It is worth remembering how the ICJ 
case began: In 2019, a group of Pa-
cific law students conceived the idea 
at their university. They secured the 
UNGA referral to the ICJ with back-
ing from Vanuatu, Antigua and Bar-
buda, the Maldives, and a team of 
leading international lawyers. Their 
initiative, born in small states at the 
front line of battle with the effects of 
climate change, reminds us that legal 
innovation often springs from those 
bearing the brunt of climate harm.

At the same time, island States can-
not afford to wait for international ac-
tion. They must strengthen domestic 
resilience through droughtresistant 
agriculture and advance earlywarn-
ing systems, especially since the Ad-
aptation Gap Report 2023 finds that 
developing countries face a $194–
366 billion annual shortfall in adap-
tation finance. They should also join 
the tide of strategic climate litigation: 
with nearly 3,000 cases filed in over 
60 countries, a unified suit by affected 
States against the major “Carbon Ma-
jors” could compel fossilfuel compa-
nies to fund adaptation and cut emis-
sions.

This calls for a public-private part-
nership between governments and the 
private sector in victim states to bring 
such cases to Courts whose judge-
ments are binding – the Caribbean 
Court of Justice may be one such 
Court. As the Center for International 
Environmental Law warns in its pub-
lication, “A Defining Moment for Cli-
mate Justice,” states should immedi-
ately seize domestic implementation 
opportunities and strengthen enforce-
ment mechanisms to hold govern-
ments and corporations accountable.

Finally, small island nations must 
forge alliances with climateconcerned 
members of the OECD and G20 to re-

sist the members of these groups who 
are intent on denying the existence 
and effects of climate change.  They 
must use their combined voices in 
international fora to translate moral 
imperatives into enforceable commit-
ments. The ICJ has provided moral 
and legal clarity. However, only the 
collective resolve of victim states - 
through public ventilation in regional 
and international institutions, robust 
adaptation plans, strategic litigation, 
and strong alliances- will determine 
whether the ICJ guidance translates 
into tangible protection.

Together, these strategies can help 
victim States strengthen their resil-
ience, protect communities, and pre-
serve lands in the face of accelerating 
climate threats. This work is immedi-
ate; the champagne must wait.

(The author is the Ambassador of 
Antigua and Barbuda to the United 
States and the OAS, and Dean of the 
OAS Ambassadors accredited to the 
OAS. Responses and previous com-
mentaries: www.sirronaldsanders.
com

http://www.sirronaldsanders.com/
http://www.sirronaldsanders.com/
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The Antigua and Barbuda Social Se-
curity Board’s proposed $75 million 
investment in the defunct Jolly Beach 
Resort has ignited debate and deep re-
flection across the nation. Critics have 
raised alarms over transparency and 
fiduciary risk, while others argue that 
this bold move could become a pio-
neering model for how pension funds 
support national development. Aside 
from the political and trust issues, “me 
nah touch dem,” I am of the view that 
the proposed investment highlights the 
challenges of managing pension funds 
sustainably in Small Island Develop-
ing States with limited capital markets.
A Pillar Sector with Fragile Roots
Tourism is the beating heart of the An-
tigua and Barbuda economy, account-
ing for over 60% of GDP and thou-
sands of jobs. Yet ironically, relatively 
few major tourism assets are locally 
owned. While foreign investment has 
brought scale and marketing reach, 
it has also left Antigua and Barbuda 
with somewhat limited domestic con-
trol over its most vital industry. The 
proposed acquisition of Jolly Beach 
by the Social Security Board offers a 
rare opportunity to change that. Re-
viving Jolly Beach—a once-thriving 
property that drew thousands of vis-
itors and employed hundreds—pres-
ents not just a chance for returns, but 
also for reclaiming local ownership in 
the tourism economy. That, however, 
demands not just ambition, but careful 
execution.

An Investment Constrained by a 
Thin Capital Market
Like most Eastern Caribbean nations, 
Antigua and Barbuda operates within 
a narrow capital market ecosystem. 
Domestic stocks and bonds are lim-
ited, real estate investment trusts are 
virtually non-existent, hence the avail-
able pool of diversified, high-return 
instruments is shallow. For pension 
funds with growing liabilities and an 
aging population, this creates a stra-
tegic dilemma: how to find adequate 
returns in a low-yield, low-liquidity 
environment?
Global Evidence: Real Estate in 
Pension Portfolios
Global pension fund practice provides 
compelling evidence for real estate 
investments as a strategic asset class. 
According to the latest industry data, 
pension funds worldwide now allocate 
approximately 10% of their portfolios 
to real estate investments, with this al-
location generating average returns of 
8.1% in 2024, outpacing many other 
asset classes. The $55.7 trillion global 
pension fund industry has increasing-
ly recognized real estate as providing 
both diversification benefits and infla-
tion protection essential for long-term 
pension obligations.
Leading institutional investors such 
as CalPERS in California, Canada 
Pension Plan Investment Board and 
Fortress Pension Fund in Barbados 
have demonstrated the strategic val-

ue of real estate investments. The key 
in every successful case? Profession-
al oversight, strategic alignment, and 
risk management.

The Critical Importance of Cash 
Flow Matching
Pension Obligations Must Be Met in 
Cash
A fundamental principle that cannot 
be overlooked is that pension com-
mitments must ultimately be met 
through cash payments to benefi-
ciaries. This creates unique liquidity 
management challenges that real es-
tate investments must address through 
careful structuring. Leading pension 
fund practice emphasizes cash flow 
matching strategies to ensure liquidi-
ty needs are met. As demonstrated by 
successful implementation at major 
funds:
·	Short-term cash flow matching 

earmarks the next several years of 
benefit payments and administrative 
expenses so plans do not need to sell 
assets during market downturns to 
meet liquidity obligations.

·	Mature pension plans with nega-
tive cash flows (paying out more in 
benefits than receiving in contribu-
tions) must be particularly careful 
about illiquid investments.

For the Antigua and Barbuda Social 
Security Board, this means the Jolly 
Beach investment must be structured 

JOLLY INVESTMENT OR JOLLY RISK? A TEST OF VISION AND GOVERNANCE
By Professor C. Justin Robinson 

Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal, UWI Five Islands Campus
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to ensure:
1. Predictable cash generation 

through hotel operations that can 
contribute to meeting pension obli-
gations.

2. Liquidity buffers maintained sepa-
rately from the hotel investment to 
meet short-term benefit payments.

3. Professional cash flow forecast-
ing to match expected hotel returns 
with projected pension outflows.

The evidence from successful pension 
fund real estate investments demon-
strates several elements:
Professional Hotel Management: 
Jolly Beach must be operated by an in-
ternational hotel management compa-
ny with proven Caribbean experience, 
measurable performance metrics, and 
alignment with pension investment 
objectives.
Comprehensive Risk Framework: 
Implementation of institutional-grade 
risk management including stress test-
ing, scenario analysis, and regular per-
formance monitoring against hospital-
ity benchmarks.
Transparent Governance: Public 
disclosure of all investment terms, 
performance metrics, and risk man-
agement procedures, following inter-
national pension fund transparency 
standards.
Liquidity Management Excellence: 
Maintenance of adequate liquid re-
serves, professional cash flow fore-
casting, and contingency planning for 
tourism downturns.
Portfolio Integration: Ensuring the 
hotel investment complements rather 
than concentrates the overall Social 
Security portfolio, with appropriate 
diversification safeguards.
Conclusion: Opportunity Through 
Excellence
The Social Security Scheme has a duty 
to protect contributors’ funds. But it 
also has an opportunity to build long-
term wealth and domestic economic 
resilience. The proposed Jolly Beach 
investment can serve both ends—but 

only with institutional-grade gover-
nance, professional management, and 
comprehensive risk management. The 
evidence from global pension fund 
practice is clear: real estate can pro-
vide essential diversification, inflation 
protection, and attractive risk-adjusted 
returns when professionally managed 
within appropriate risk frameworks. 
The challenge for Antigua and Bar-
buda is not whether to invest in real 
estate, but whether to do so with the 
same professional standards and risk 
management practices that have made 
pension fund real estate investments 
successful worldwide. The stakes 
are too high for anything less than 

excellence. Contributors’ retirement 
security and the nation’s economic de-
velopment both depend on getting this 
right. 
Prof. C. Justin Robinson, a Vincen-
tian and UWI graduate, holds a BSc 
in Management Studies, MSc in Fi-
nance and Econometrics, and PhD in 
Finance. With over 20 years at UWI, he 
has served in various leadership roles, 
including Dean and Pro Vice Chancel-
lor, Board for Undergraduate Studies. 
A Professor of Corporate Finance with 
extensive research publications, he is 
actively involved in regional financial 
institutions and is currently the Princi-
pal of The UWI Five Islands Campus in 
Antigua and Barbuda. 
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Regional News
Barbados welcomes landmark ICJ opinion 

on climate responsibility

(Barbados Nation): Barba-
dos has welcomed a historic 
opinion issued by the In-
ternational Court of Justice 
(ICJ) on the responsibility 
of states for climate change 
– a move that Prime Minis-
ter Mia Amor Mottley has 
described as a major win 
for small island developing 
states in their fight against 
the climate crisis.
In a statement issued to-
day, the Prime Minister said 
the opinion affirms Barba-
dos’ longstanding legal and 
moral stance on the climate 
emergency and strengthens 
the country’s position on the 
global stage.
“This opinion, coupled with 
the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights’ recent opin-
ion on the Climate Emer-
gency and Human Rights, 
entirely justify Barbados’ 
longstanding approach to 
the climate crisis. This opin-
ion now provides us with a 

strong footing in the inter-
national legal order to keep 
putting our case,” she said.
Barbados participated in 
ICJ proceedings for the first 
time, joining over 100 states 
and international organisa-
tions that made submissions 
– many also doing so for the 
first time. The United Na-
tions General Assembly is 
expected to take the matter 
forward during its 80th ses-
sion in New York this Sep-
tember.
Among the ICJ’s key con-
clusions were that states 
have both procedural and 
substantive obligations un-
der international law to ad-
dress climate change, that 
sea-level rise does not affect 
the statehood or maritime 
boundaries of island na-
tions, and that greenhouse 
gas emissions may be con-
sidered maritime pollution. 
It also confirmed that states 
could be held responsible 

for harm caused by climate 
change and may be liable to 
pay compensation in appro-
priate cases.
Barbados has indicated it 
will study the ICJ and In-
ter-American Court opin-
ions closely to determine 
their application at national, 
regional and international 
levels. 
Key takeaways of the opin-
ion:
• Climate treaties do not 
override other international 
law: The ICJ confirmed that 
the UNFCCC, Paris Agree-
ment and Kyoto Protocol 
work alongside other sourc-
es of international law, in-
cluding the customary duty 
to prevent environmental 
harm.
• States have significant 
obligations under climate 
treaties: These include both 
procedural duties and out-
come-based responsibili-
ties, meaning emitting states 

cannot use treaties to avoid 
real action.
• Customary law requires 
states to prevent harm: Even 
if climate change results 
from widespread actions, 
states must still regulate 
activities within their bor-
ders and ensure they meet 
stringent due diligence stan-
dards, including environ-
mental impact assessments.
• Sea-level rise does not af-
fect statehood or maritime 
zones: Small island states 
will not lose maritime rights 
due to sea-level rise, and 
greenhouse gas emissions 
are recognised as maritime 
pollution.
• Right to a healthy environ-
ment linked to human rights: 
The right to life, health, and 
housing imply a right to a 
clean and healthy environ-
ment. Climate refugees also 
cannot be returned to unsafe 
conditions.
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(St. Lucia Online): Acclaimed mas 
band Tribe of Twel secured the 
crown jewel Band of the Year title 
at Lucian Carnival, capping off a 
dominant season.
Their portrayal, Bel Wad Ek Soulye, 
dazzled judges, earning 436 points, a 
clear lead over rivals Xuvo Carnival 
Band (Isle of Angels, 423 points) 
and Just 4 Fun (MAS, 392 points).
But the victories didn’t stop there. 
Tribe of Twel also swept Best Por-
trayal of Theme and Best Designed 
Band, proving their creative vision 
was unmatched. The band had dom-
inated last week’s King and Queen 
of the Bands competition.
Meanwhile, Xuvo shone in the Mas 
on the Move and Section of the 
Year categories, while Just 4 Fun’s 
25th-anniversary presentation, 
MAS, earned them the Spirit of Car-
nival award.
The individual competitions brought 
more glory for Tribe of Twel, with 
Jordan Augier and Sharon Tanner 
claiming first and second place in 
the Individual of the Year category. 
The Road March crown went to Dez-
ral and Jardel’s infectious hit, The 
Car.
Lucian Carnival Awards List
1. Band of the Year

o 1st: Tribe of Twel (Bel Wad Ek 
Soulye) – 436 points

o 2nd: Xuvo Carnival Band (Isle of 
Angels) – 423 points

o 3rd: Just 4 Fun (25 Years of MAS) 
– 392 points

2. Best Portrayal of Theme
o 1st: Tribe of Twel
o 2nd: Xuvo Carnival Band
o 3rd: Legends Carnival Band 

3. Best Designed Band
o 1st: Tribe of Twel
o 2nd: Xuvo Carnival Band
o 3rd: Just 4 Fun

4. Mas on the Move

o 1st: Xuvo Carnival Band

o 2nd: Island Tribe

o 3rd: Legends Carnival Band

5. Section of the Year

o 1st: Xuvo (Angele, the Ghost of 
Mas Past)

o 2nd: Just 4 Fun (Rapture)

o 3rd: Tribe of Twel (Kai Gouvene)

6. Spirit of Carnival Award

o 1st: Just 4 Fun (MAS)
o 2nd: Xuvo (Isle of Angels)
o 3rd: Fuzion Mas (Pixels) 
7. Individual of the Year
o 1st: Jordan Augier (Unto Us 

a Child Is Born – Tribe of 
Twel)

o 2nd: Sharon Tanner (Madam 
Vaval – Tribe of Twel)

o 3rd: Kareem Sifflet (Ghost 
of Mas Past, Spirit of Mas 
Future – Xuvo)

8. Junior Carnival Awards
o Junior Band of the Year: 

Nous Wivay Junior Carni-
val Band (Spirit of Carni-
val – Tribute to Joan Hink-
son)

o 2nd: Just Us Kids (Bel 
Koule)

o 3rd: R&E Junior Carnival 
Band (A World of Shapes and 
Colours) 

9. Best Ole Mas Portrayal
o 1st: Kennedy Boots Samuels 

(Pee I Pee)
o 2nd: Linus Modeste (CIP 

Money)
o 3rd: Julian Calderon (The 

Prime Minister in a Dress to 
the Nation)

10. J’ouvert Band of the Year
o 1st: Back in Time Inc (Saint 

Lucia Carnival – A Place for 
All)

o 2nd: Come to Me Tyre Shop 
(Democracy Jam)

o 3rd: J’ouvert Jammers (Ole 
Mas the Legacy Continues) 

11. Road March  
o 1st: The Car – Dezral ft. Jar-

del
o 2nd: Freak Out – Ricky T & 

Hollywood HP
o 3rd: I Cry – Calto

Tribe of Twel reigns supreme among bands
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Dominica News Online
Prime Minister Roosevelt 
Skerrit has expressed his 
sincere gratitude to the lead-
ership of the American Ca-
nadian School of Medicine 
(ACSOM) for its steadfast 
partnership, choosing Dom-
inica as the home of its in-
stitution, well as its contin-
ued commitment to building 
a medical school of high 

repute and academic excel-
lence.
He was speaking during 
the ACSOM’s 5th White 
Coat Ceremony held recent-
ly.
“For those of you who do not 
know, I want to say to you 
that Dominica provided the 
United States with the most 
physicians at any given time 
over a very long time,” he 
said. “And I have no doubt 

that Dominica shall provide 
the world  with the most 
physicians in any of our pe-
riods  through ACSOM.”
Skerrit continued, “Be-
cause if you want to do well 
in medicine, you come to 
study in Dominica.”
He added, “As you grow, 
you are demonstrating that 
you are committed to qual-
ity, to equity, and to produc-
ing doctors who will serve 
communities around the 
world with compassion and 
professionalism.”
According to the Prime 
Minister, his government 
celebrates the arrival of 52 
new students at the AC-
SOM.
“I want to welcome you 
to Dominica. This is your 
home. This is a safe place 
to live and to study,” he re-
vealed.  “And please make 
some time to enjoy our beau-
tiful country… I am also in-
formed that applications for 

the upcoming January 2026 
intake have already doubled 
compared to the same time 
last year.”
This, Skerrit noted, is a clear 
sign of the growing interest 
and confidence in ACSOM.
“This is not ordinary growth, 
this is exponential,” he indi-
cated. “What ACSOM has 
built here, starting with just 
a few students and faculty 
members, has already 
blossomed into a fully 
functional, internationally 
aligned institution. This is 
resilience.”
Skerrit went on to 
add,  “This is what it looks 
like when people  invest 
hard work to turn a dream 
into reality.”
He pointed out that the im-
pact of the American Ca-
nadian School of Medicine 
extends well beyond the 
boundaries of the campus.

PM Skerrit commends ACSOM for steadfast partnership; 
choosing DA as home of institution

Prime-Minister-Roosevelt-Skerrit-speaking-at-AC-
SOM-White-Coat-Ceremony
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(Reuters): France intends 
to recognise a Palestinian 
state in September at the 
United Nations General As-
sembly, President Emman-
uel Macron said on Thurs-
day, adding that he hoped it 
would help bring peace to 
the region, but drawing an 
immediate rebuke from Is-
rael.
Macron, who announced 
the decision on X, pub-
lished a letter sent to Pales-
tinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas confirm-
ing France’s intention to 
press ahead with Palestin-
ian recognition and work to 
convincing other partners 
to follow suit.
“True to its historic com-
mitment to a just and last-
ing peace in the Middle 
East, I have decided that 
France will recognise the 
State of Palestine,” Macron 
said.
“I will make this solemn 
announcement at the Unit-
ed Nations General Assem-
bly next September.”
France, home to Europe’s 
largest Jewish and Muslim 
communities, will become 
the first major Western 
country to recognise a Pal-
estinian state, potentially 
giving greater momentum 
to a movement so far dom-
inated by smaller nations 
that are generally more crit-
ical of Israel.
The announcement sparked 
anger from Israel and is 
likely to get a tough re-

sponse from Washington.
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu con-
demned Macron’s decision 
saying that such a move 
“rewards terror and risks 
creating another Iranian 

proxy.”
“A Palestinian state in 
these conditions would be a 
launch pad to annihilate Is-
rael — not to live in peace 
beside it. Let’s be clear: the 
Palestinians do not seek a 

state alongside Israel; they 
seek a state instead of Is-
rael,” Netanyahu said in a 
post on X.
Israeli Defence Minister 
Israel Katz described the 
move as “a disgrace and 
a surrender to terrorism,” 
adding that Israel would 
not allow the establishment 
of a “Palestinian entity that 
would harm our security, 
endanger our existence.”
In a diplomatic cable in 
June, the United States said 
it opposed any steps that 
would unilaterally recog-
nise a Palestinian state even 
saying it could go against 
U.S. foreign policy inter-
ests and draw consequenc-
es.

Infuriating Netanyahu, France’s Macron says to 
recognize Palestinian state

France’s President Emmanuel Macron

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-warns-against-attending-un-conference-israel-palestinian-two-state-solution-2025-06-11/
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(Reuters): The U.S. Federal Commu-
nications Commission on Thursday 
approved the merger between Para-
mount Global  and Skydance Media, 
clearing the way for an $8.4 billion 
sale of some of the most prominent 
names in entertainment, including the 
CBS broadcast television network, 
Paramount Pictures, and the Nickel-
odeon cable channel.
The FCC agreed to transfer broad-
cast licenses for 28 owned-and-op-
erated CBS television stations to the 
new owners after Paramount paid $16 
million to settle a lawsuit filed by U.S. 
President Donald Trump over a “60 
Minutes” interview with former Vice 
President Kamala Harris that aired in 
October.
FCC Chairman Brendan Carr has said 
the agency’s review of the proposed 
merger was not connected to the civil 
suit.

The approval came after Skydance and 
its investment partner, RedBird Capi-
tal, assured the FCC of their commit-
ment to unbiased journalism that rep-
resents diverse viewpoints. Skydance 
said it would appoint an ombudsman 
to evaluate complaints of editorial 
bias or other concerns about CBS in 
an effort to promote transparency and 
increased accountability.
Paramount also eliminated its diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion initiatives to 
align with the Trump administration’s 
view that such affirmative action poli-
cies are discriminatory.
Carr said he welcomed “Skydance’s 
commitment to make significant 
changes at the once storied CBS 
broadcast network. In particular, Sky-
dance has made written commitments 
to ensure that the new company’s pro-
gramming embodies a diversity of 
viewpoints from across the political 
and ideological spectrum.”

Carr also hailed what he called a vic-
tory in “the FCC’s efforts to eliminate 
invidious forms of DEI discrimina-
tion.”
The FCC voted 2-1 to approve the 
deal, with Democratic FCC Commis-
sioner Anna Gomez dissenting. “After 
months of cowardly capitulation to 
this Administration, Paramount finally 
got what it wanted. Unfortunately, it 
is the American public who will ulti-
mately pay the price for its actions,” 
she said.
She added “in an unprecedented move, 
this once-independent FCC used its 
vast power to pressure Paramount to 
broker a private legal settlement and 
further erode press freedom.... Even 
more alarming, it is now imposing 
never-before-seen controls over news-
room decisions and editorial judg-
ment, in direct violation of the First 
Amendment and the law.”

FCC clears way for $8 billion Paramount-Skydance merger

https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/paramount-settles-with-trump-over-60-minutes-interview-la-times-reports-2025-07-02/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/paramount-settles-with-trump-over-60-minutes-interview-la-times-reports-2025-07-02/
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DEIR AL-BALAH, 
Gaza Strip (AP) — Five 
starving children at a 
Gaza City hospital were 
wasting away, and noth-
ing the doctors tried 
was working. The ba-
sic treatments for mal-
nourishment that could 
save them had run out 
under Israel’s blockade. 
The alternatives were 
ineffective. One after 
another, the babies and 
toddlers died over four 
days.
In greater numbers 
than ever, children 
hollowed up by hun-
ger are overwhelming 
the Patient’s Friends 
Hospital, the main 
emergency center for 
malnourished kids in 
northern Gaza.
The deaths last week-
end also marked a 
change: the first seen 
by the center in children 
who had no preexisting 
conditions. Symptoms 
are getting worse, with 
children too weak to cry 
or move, said Dr. Rana 
Soboh, a nutritionist. In 
past months, most im-
proved, despite supply 
shortages, but now pa-
tients stay longer and 
don’t get better, she 
said.

“There are no words in 
the face of the disaster 
we are in. Kids are dy-
ing before the world ... 
There is no uglier and 
more horrible phase 
than this,” said Soboh, 
who works with the 
U.S.-based aid orga-
nization Medglobal, 
which supports the hos-
pital.
This month, the hun-
ger that has been build-
ing among Gaza’s 
more than 2 million 
Palestinians passed 
a tipping point into 
accelerating death, aid 
workers and health staff 
say. Not only children 
— usually the most 
vulnerable — are falling 
victim under Israel’s 

blockade since March, 
but also adults.
In the past three weeks, 
at least 48 people died 
of causes related to 
malnutrition, including 
28 adults and 20 chil-
dren, the Gaza Health 
Ministry said Thursday. 
That’s up from 10 chil-
dren who died in the 
five previous months of 
2025, according to the 
ministry.
The U.N reports simi-
lar numbers. The World 
Health Organization 
said Wednesday it has 
documented 21 children 
under 5 who died of 
causes related to malnu-
trition in 2025. The U.N. 
humanitarian office, 

OCHA, said Thursday 
at least 13 children’s 
deaths were reported in 
July, with the number 
growing daily.
“Humans are well de-
veloped to live with ca-
loric deficits, but only 
so far,” said Dr. John 
Kahler, Medglobal’s 
co-founder and a pedia-
trician who volunteered 
twice in Gaza during the 
war. “It appears that we 
have crossed the line 
where a segment of the 
population has reached 
their limits”
“This is the beginning 
of a population death 
spiral,” he said.

Dozens of children and adults in Gaza have starved 
to death as in July as hunger surges

Palestinian women caring for their malnourished babies

https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-news-aid-ceasefire-hostages-07-23-2025-1d1cfef28bc593adac2c2a0e432cfc97
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-news-aid-ceasefire-hostages-07-23-2025-1d1cfef28bc593adac2c2a0e432cfc97
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-news-aid-ceasefire-hostages-07-23-2025-1d1cfef28bc593adac2c2a0e432cfc97
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-hunger-aid-famine-explainer-155d22f7db41bf794a1c7f4cf87bdbf6
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-hunger-aid-famine-explainer-155d22f7db41bf794a1c7f4cf87bdbf6
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-hunger-aid-famine-explainer-155d22f7db41bf794a1c7f4cf87bdbf6
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Blackburn Palace to face Villa Lions in final of Fort Road League

Blackburn Palace will get a splen-
did opportunity to avenge a humil-
iating loss to the Villa Lions when 
both teams meet again in the final of 
the Fort Road Community Football 
League on Friday.

Blackburn Palace ended the unbeat-
en run of Group B winners Real Bliz-
zard to secure their berth in Friday’s 
final.

They snatched a one-nil victory 
against Real Blizzard in the second 
semi-final at the Fort Road playing 
field on Wednesday.

Diondre Harrigan struck the win-
ner when he scored the only goal of 
the match in the 21st minute to oust 
Real Blizzard, who qualified for the 
semi-finals as Group B winners, with 
three wins in as many games.

The Villa Lions extended their un-
beaten run to advance to the final by 
snatching a 3-2 victory in a penalty 
shootout against Police Enforcers in 
the first semi-final at the same venue 
on Tuesday.

The match was decided in the pen-
alty shootout after both teams fought 
to a 1-1 draw at the end of regulation 

play.
The Villa Lions qualified for the 

semi-finals as Group A winners. 
During the preliminary round-robin 
stage of the competition, the Villa Li-
ons won all three Group A matches, in-
cluding an 8-2 drubbing of Blackburn 
Palace. 

But Blackburn Palace has a great op-
portunity to end Villa Lions unbeaten 
run and clinch the title in Friday’s fi-
nal.

Friday’s final between Blackburn 
Palace and Villa Lions is slated to kick 
off at the Fort Road playing field at 5 
pm. Eight teams, which were divid-
ed into two zones, participated in the 
competition.

Players of All Saints United in train-
ingPlayers of the Blackburn Palace football team.
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CWI launches free ticket offer for T20Is in St. Kitts

Cricket West Indies (CWI) 
is turning up the heat in St. 
Kitts with a sizzling ticket 
promotion for the upcom-
ing T20 International series 
against Australia.
As the West Indies face 

off against the Aussies on 
July 25, 26, and 28 from 
7pm each day at Warner 
Park, CWI is calling on all 
Kittitians and cricket lov-
ers from the sister island, 
Nevis, to come out in full 
support—with a Buy One, 
Get One FREE ticket offer 
now available on General 
Admission and Party Stand 
tickets.
Fans can expect an elec-

trifying cricketing atmo-
sphere—Full Ah Ener-
gy—as the West Indies go 
head-to-head with one of the 
world’s top teams in three 
action-packed matches.
“These games in St. Kitts 

are crucial for the team as 
we seek to climb our way 
back into the series and con-

tinue to build momentum 
towards the 2026 T20 World 
Cup,” said CWI CEO Chris 
Dehring.
“We want to see Warner 

Park rocking and alive with 
Caribbean passion, and this 
special ticket offer is our 
way of making sure ev-
ery fan gets the chance to 
be part of the experience. 
Bring your crew, your flags, 
and your energy—this is 

home-ground advantage at 
its best.”
The buy-one-get-one-free 

promotion is valid for gen-
eral admission and party 
stand tickets only. The offer 
does not apply to hospitality 
or VIP packages.
Fans purchasing online can 

select the “TWICE THE 
VIBES – BUY 1, GET 1 
FREE” option, proceed to 

“Book The Best Seat” to 
buy their preferred ticket, 
and then select their free 
ticket. Fans buying at the 
Warner Park box office will 
receive the offer automati-
cally.
It’s an opportunity for 

fans to witness world-class 
cricket, cheer on their re-
gional heroes, and turn War-
ner Park into a fortress of 
maroon pride.
Additionally, special water 

taxi and ferry rates are now 
available exclusively for the 
Full Ah Energy T20 match-
es on July 25, 26, and 28.
Oualie Water Taxi from 

Oualie to Warner Park 
Round Trip for EC$80, 
while Apple Syder Ferry 
from Charlestown to Basse-
terre Round Trip for EC$50.
Late services will be avail-

able to transport fans back 
to Nevis after each match.

Cricket fans gives a standing ovation as West Indies 
all-rounder Andre Russell walks back to the pavilion 
during the second T20I against Australia at Sabina 
Park in Kingston, Jamaica on Tuesday, July 22, 2025. 
(Getty Images)
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Visit us at www.apua.ag

VACANCY
ACCOUNTANT

The Antigua Public Utilities Authority (APUA) is seeking a motivated Accountant to support the timely 
preparation of financial statements in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS), 
reconcile key balance sheet accounts, and enhance our financial reporting systems.  Working closely and 
under the direct supervision of the Senior Accountant, the incumbent will be responsible for the reconciliation 
of key accounts, enhancement of financial reporting processes, and providing support on various 
finance-related special projects. This position requires a detail-oriented, analytical, and results-driven 
individual.

• Preparing monthly, quarterly, and annual financial statements in compliance with IFRS.
• Reconciling key accounts, including but not limited to bank accounts, payables, receivables, inventory, 

accruals, and other general ledger balances.
• Working closely and under the supervision of the Senior Accountant to ensure accurate financial reporting and 

compliance with internal policies.
• Assisting in the preparation and review of audit schedules and supporting external and internal audit processes.
• Identifying and implementing improvements to enhance and streamline financial reporting processes and 

applications.
• Ensuring all financial records are maintained in an organized and timely manner to support management 

reporting and decision-making.
• Analyzing financial data and trends to identify variances and recommend corrective actions.
• Assisting in the preparation of budgets and forecasts as needed.
• Supporting the automation of routine reports and development of financial dashboards.
• Participating in the implementation of new accounting systems or process improvements.
• Providing support for special projects, including financial analysis for capital projects, regulatory reporting, and 

funding applications.
• Maintaining compliance with company policies, internal controls, and regulatory requirements.

• A Bachelor’s degree in Accounting, Finance, or a related field.
• A minimum of three (3) years of experience in a similar role; utility or public sector experience is an asset.
• Minimum professional accounting designation of ACCA, CPA, or CMA.
• Strong knowledge of IFRS and financial reporting standards.
• Proficient in Microsoft Excel, accounting software and ERP systems.
• Excellent analytical, organizational, and time-management skills.
• Strong communication skills and the ability to work effectively within a team.
• A high level of integrity, discretion, and commitment to confidentiality.

Interested persons are asked
to apply in writing to: 
Human Resources Manager

Antigua Public Utilities Authority
Cnr. High Street & Independence Avenue

St. Johns, Antigua
OR Email: hr@apua.ag

Deadline for application is Friday 1st August, 2025
** Only suitable applicants will be acknowledged **

“APUA is an equal opportunity Employer”

Key duties include:

The successful candidate MUST possess the following:
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Parris hails BCA’s programme for women’s u-19 champs success

With a beaming sense of pride 
and satisfaction, Barbados Un-
der-19 women’s head coach Robin 
Parris continues to relish the fruits 
of a well-cultivated development 
system, one he believes has not 
only led to a historic Cricket West 
Indies Rising Stars Women’s Un-
der-19 Championship title but is 
also propelling young talent to the 
next level.

Barbados captured their maiden 
crown in the regional tournament 
with a commanding seven-wicket 
win over the Leeward Islands in 
Trinidad and Tobago on Saturday.

Yet, for Parris, the celebrations 
extended far beyond the trophy, 
as five of his standout players—
captain Theanny Herbert-Mayers, 
Asabi Callender, NaiJanni Cum-
berbatch, Eboni Brathwaite, and 
Sabriel Headley—were swiftly 
called up to join senior West Indies 

and West Indies Under-19 training 
camps.

Parris was quick to credit the Bar-
bados Cricket Association’s (BCA) 
Young Gems programme for laying 
the foundation for this success. The 
initiative focuses on girls between 
the ages of 7 and 18, providing 
coaching, mentorship, and a visible 
pathway into professional cricket.

“I’m always preaching the path-
way system, depending on how far 
you want to go. The pathway sys-
tem of the Young Gems targets pri-
mary schools, secondary schools, 
and girls who are interested in 
cricket—trying to let them see that 
there is a career in cricket. This win 
is dedicated to the Young Gems to 
show them the way that they can 
develop into players,” Parris told 
Barbados Today newspaper.

Among them, 19-year-old Callen-
der, who finished the tournament as 

the third-highest run-scorer with 97 
runs, is now in Antigua and Barbu-
da training with the senior West In-
dies women’s squad.

Meanwhile, the competition’s 
leading wicket-taker, NaiJanni 
Cumberbatch (17 wickets), along 
with Herbert-Mayers, Brathwaite, 
and Headley, are all in Trinidad 
and Tobago preparing for a Youth 
T20 International series against the 
United States from July 26 to Au-
gust 3.

He cited players like Jadaeya 
Holder and Zoe McCallister as 
glowing examples of the pro-
gramme’s success. Both started as 
Young Gems and have now pro-
gressed to the Under-19 team.

“So they are evidence that the 
Young Gems programme is work-
ing. They’ve graduated up to Un-
der-19s, so that’s the path that we 
want to go,” the coach said.

Parris also lauded the leadership 
of 16-year-old Herbert-Mayers, 
whose appointment as captain drew 
questions from some quarters. But 
he said the young skipper proved 
her mettle both on and off the field.

In fact, he pointed out that much 
of the team’s cohesion and chem-
istry stemmed from intentional ef-
forts at team building, something 
often overlooked in junior sport.

“Theanny was a new captain, but 
she’s been with the squad playing 
regional Under-19 for five (or) six 
years now, so that transition was 
not difficult at all. She took it very 
smartly, not minding the little com-
ments on the side. The team took it 
in stride, and we did well,” Parris 
noted.

The Barbados team, which won the 2025 Cricket West Indies Rising Stars 
Women’s Under-19 Championship in Trinidad in July.
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Sports News
CWI lauds Sir Clive Lloyd’s historic honour at Old Trafford

Cricket West Indies (CWI) on Thurs-
day expresses immense pride and con-
gratulations to Sir Clive Lloyd fol-
lowing the historic naming of a stand 
in his honour at Old Trafford Cricket 
Ground by Lancashire County Cricket 
Club.

The renaming ceremony, held on 
Wednesday, July 23, ahead of the start 
of the fourth Test match between En-
gland and India, also honoured former 
Lancashire and India wicket-keeper 
Farokh Engineer, Sir Clive’s team-
mate during the 1970s, in recognition 
of both players’ exceptional service to 

the club and international cricket.
The stand next to the club’s media 

centre, known as the B Stand, will 
now bear Lloyd’s name on its upper 
tier and Engineer’s on the lower tier.

“Sir Clive Lloyd exemplifies the 
very best of West Indies cricket—ex-
cellence, leadership, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to the highest stan-
dards,” said CWI Chief Executive 
Officer Chris Dehring.

“His achievements at both the coun-
ty and international levels have in-
spired generations of Caribbean crick-

eters and continue to serve as a beacon 
for young players across our region.”

Sir Clive’s illustrious career includ-
ed leading the West Indies to consecu-
tive World Cup victories in 1975 and 
1979, during an international career 
that spanned 110 Test matches and 87 
One Day Internationals (ODI).

His 20-year association with Lan-
cashire, beginning in 1968, saw him 
become a central figure of the club’s 
golden era.

Sir Clive scored 30 first-class cen-
turies for Lancashire and amassed 
12,764 runs in 219 matches across 18 
seasons, which helped secure multiple 
trophies, including three successive 
Gillette Cup victories from 1970 to 
1972.

This latest honour comes a month 
after the legends of that famed first 
Cricket World Cup win in 1975 were 
celebrated and feted in Barbados by 
Cricket West Indies in commemora-
tion of the 50th anniversary of their 
victory.

Cricket West Indies joins the glob-
al cricket community in congratulat-
ing Sir Clive Lloyd on this latest and 
well-deserved recognition and ex-
presses deep appreciation to the Lan-
cashire County Cricket Club for hon-
ouring one of the game’s true legends.

Farokh Engineer (left) and Sir Clive Lloyd share a moment in front of the 
newly re-named stand at Old Trafford Cricket Ground.
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Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10
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Caricom PMs demand urgent review of Windies cricket

The Caribbean Commu-
nity (Caricom) Prime Min-
isterial Sub-Committee 
(PMSC) has issued a clar-
ion call for Cricket West 
Indies (CWI) to urgently 
undertake a sweeping and 
transparent review of its 
governance, leadership, 
and development systems 
in the wake of the West In-
dies team’s crushing 176-
run loss to Australia at Sa-
bina Park on July 14.

Describing the current 
state of Caribbean cricket, 
particularly in its longest 
format, as deeply trou-
bling, the PMSC said the 
performance—bowled out 
for 27—marked a moment 
of reckoning for the re-
gional game and signaled 
the need for serious intro-

spection and reform.
“The concerns extend 

from youth development 
and talent retention to gov-
ernance arrangements and 
long-term strategy. The 
team’s recent performance 
is a moment of reckoning 
for this cherished Caribbe-
an institution. Every crick-
et match in which our West 
Indies team competes res-
onates far beyond the 
boundary,” the PMSC said 
in a statement on Wednes-
day.

While reaffirming its un-
wavering support for the 
sport, the PMSC stressed 
that CWI must now take 
bold steps to address per-
sistent issues that have 
stunted West Indies crick-
et for years. These include 

management inefficien-
cies, outdated economic 
models, and underdevel-
oped talent pathways.

“We once again urge 
Cricket West Indies to 
undertake a thorough and 
transparent review of its 
governance, leadership, 
management, economic 
models, and development 
frameworks underpinning 
the sport,” the committee 
said.

To reinforce its case, the 
PMSC pointed to several 
authoritative reports com-
missioned over the past 
two decades—all offering 
strategic roadmaps that, 
it said, have seen limited 
implementation. These in-
clude the 2007 Patterson 
Report, the 2015 Barriteau 

Report, and the 2020 We-
hby Report—each propos-
ing sweeping governance 
and structural reforms.

The committee pointed 
out that the lack of real 
progress on these recom-
mendations is troubling, 
as it urged CWI to begin 
implementing the concrete 
actions outlined in those 
documents.

In a bid to break the cy-
cle of inertia, the sub-com-
mittee announced plans to 
establish a special review 
committee comprising a 
diverse group of stake-
holders—including crick-
eting legends, members of 
the private sector, and aca-
demic voices.

This group will be tasked 
with reviewing the major 
reports, consolidating key 
proposals, and charting 
a forward-looking action 
plan.

“Cricket West Indies and 
the National Cricket Asso-
ciations will be invited to 
be a part of the consulta-
tion and review process,” 
the statement read.

“Caricom remains com-
mitted to engaging with 
CWI and the regional pub-
lic to support bold, stra-
tegic reforms that will be 
designed to rebuild pub-
lic confidence and restore 
West Indies cricket to the 
pinnacle of global cricket 
excellence in all formats 
of the game,” it ended.

Australian pacer Mitchell Starc, right, celebrates after routing the West Indies for 
27 with the dismissal of Jayden Seales, second left, on the third day of the Third 
Test at Sabina Park in Jamaica on Monday, July 14, 2025. (Getty Images)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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All Saints United to contest CFU Club Shield this weekend
Reigning back-to-back national 

Premier Division champions, All 
Saints United, will depart the island 
on Friday to compete in the 2025 
Caribbean Football Union (CFU) 
Club Shield Tournament in Trinidad 
and Tobago.

All Saints United will be mak-
ing their debut in the competition, 
which will involve 24 club teams 
from across the Caribbean from 
July 26 to August 3.

The clubs have been divided into 
four groups of six, and each team 
will contest two matches in the 
competition that will be played at 
the Auto Bolden Stadium in Couva, 
Larry Gomes Stadium in Malabar, 
and Hasely Crawford Stadium in 
Port-of-Spain.

The winner and runners-up will 
qualify for the 2025 CONCACAF 
Caribbean Cup.

All Saints United will compete 
in Group C alongside Police FC of 
Trinidad, SV Transvaal of Surina-
me, Weymouth Wales of Barbados, 
SCSA Eagles of St. Maarten, and 
Wolues FC of the British Virgin Is-
lands.

The 2024 CFU Club Shield cham-
pions, Arnett Gardens of Jamaica, 
will compete in Group D.

All Saints United will launch their 
campaign against SCSA Eagles of 
St. Maarten in the second game of a 
group C double-header at the Larry 
Gomes Stadium on Sunday, July 27, 
at 4 pm.

SV Transvaal of Suriname will 

face Wolues FC of the British Vir-
gin Islands in the opening Group C 
affair at the same venue at 2 pm.

Police FC of Trinidad and Wey-
mouth Wales of Barbados will clash 
in the other Group C match at Hase-
ly Crawford Stadium on Sunday at 
7 pm.

All the teams will play their sec-
ond and final round-robin match in 
Group C on Tuesday, July 29, at 4 
pm.

All Saints United will tackle SV 
Transvaal at Larry Gomes Stadium, 
Weymouth Wales will take on Wol-
ues FC at Ato Bolden Stadium, and 
Police FC will clash with SCSA Ea-
gles at Hasely Crawford Stadium.

The four group winners will ad-
vance to the semi-finals, with the 

Group A winner facing the Group B 
winner and the Group C winner fac-
ing the Group D winner.

The finalists will qualify for the 
2025 CONCACAF Caribbean Cup, 
where the clubs can continue their 
progress towards a berth in the 2026 
CONCACAF Champions Cup.

Established in 2018, the Caribbean 
Club Shield has a primary objective 
of advancing professional football 
throughout the Caribbean. Partici-
pation is open to semi-professional 
and amateur teams holding current 
championship titles in their respec-
tive domestic leagues.

The tournament format involves 
a group stage, semi-finals, a third-
place match, and a final.

Club Franciscain of Martinique 
won the first edition in 2018, fol-
lowed by SV Robinhood of Suri-
name in 2019. The tournament did 
not take place in 2020 and 2021 due 
to challenges associated with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The tournament restarted in 2022, 
with Puerto Rico’s Bayamón FC be-
coming the first club to win the tour-
nament as a host.

In 2023, SV Robinhood emerged 
victorious in both the Caribbean 
Club Shield and the Caribbean Cup, 
solidifying its position as the most 
successful team in the history of 
the Caribbean Club Shield with two 
championship titles.

Arnett Gardens became the first 
Jamaican side to win the CFU Club 
Shield during the 2024 edition.

All Saints United Head Coach 
Schyan Jeffers
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