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Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister Gaston Browne, right, and Trinidad and Tobago Foreign and Caricom 
Affairs Minister Sean Sobers make their way to a plenary session at the 49th Regular Meeting of the Confer-
ence of Heads of Government of Caricom in Montego Bay, Jamaica, Tuesday.
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(Reprinted from Trinidad 
Guardian newspaper)
By Akash Samaroo 
Reporting from Jamaica
Antigua and Barbuda 
Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne is urging the new 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar 
Government to fulfil a 
commitment made to the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) 
during the tenure of the 
People’s Partnership gov-
ernment—an obligation 
that would cost Trinidad 
and Tobago approximately 
US$60 million.

This matter stems from 
the massive financial cri-
sis that originated with 
the collapse of two major 
Caribbean insurance and 
financial companies: Co-
lonial Life Insurance Com-
pany (Clico) and British 
American Insurance Com-
pany (Baico). This crisis, 
which began in late 2008, 
sent shockwaves across the 
Caribbean, particularly af-
fecting T&T (where Clico 
was headquartered) and the 
OECS.
“About a billion dollars 
was lost by EC (Eastern Ca-
ribbean) depositors. Those 

are funds that were invest-
ed by Clico/Baico in the 
Trinidad economy. And we 
felt that there should have 
been greater participation 
of Trinidad and Tobago in 
the resolution of the issue. 
Now, the previous Kamla 
(Persad-Bissessar) admin-
istration had agreed to pro-
vide a compensation of 100 
million US dollars for the 
OECS countries, of which 
40 million US dollars is 
paid. Unfortunately, the 
(Dr Keith) Rowley admin-
istration did not honour the 
remaining 60 million US 
dollars,” Browne explained 

to Guardian Media during 
a lunch break at the 49th 
meeting of CARICOM 
Heads of Government in 
Jamaica on Tuesday.
Browne said with the re-
turn of Persad-Bissessar 
as T&T Prime Minister, he 
is hoping the balance will 
be paid. He, however, ac-
knowledged that T&T has 
its own financial problems.
“So, we’re not even ask-
ing for all of it to be paid 
at once. It could be a long-
term bond, payable at a low 
interest rate over an extend-
ed period in order to reduce 
the cash flow impact. But 
those are negotiations that 
we hope to have with Ka-
mla (Persad-Bissessar). 
And I remain hopeful that 
we’ll be able to resolve the 
issue.”
Persad-Bissessar did not 
attend the CARICOM 
meeting in Jamaica.
However, PM Browne said 
the option of sending a 
small OECS delegation to 
T&T is a viable option to 
discuss the matter.
“Mohammed will go to the 
mountain,” he said.
The Clico and Baico fallout 
had a particularly severe 
and disproportionate im-
pact on the Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) and the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency Union 
(ECCU).
The OECS/ECCU region 
had the largest exposure to 
Clico and Baico as a share 
of their GDPs, with some 
countries’ exposure reach-

Local News
Antigua PM to T&T Govt: Pay up outstanding US$60M

PM Gaston Browne left and PM Kamla Passad Bissessar right
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ing as high as 15 per cent 
of their 2009 GDP.
OECS governments were 
forced to undertake cost-
ly interventions and bail-
outs to mitigate the crisis 
and protect policyholders. 
This placed a severe strain 
on their national budgets 
and significantly increased 
public debt.
Browne said the inequities 
faced by OECS members in 
the Caribbean Single Mar-
ket and Economy (CSME) 
framework were discussed 
during Tuesday’s meeting. 
And again, he referenced 
T&T.
“There must be some bene-
fit for the OECS countries. 
You’d find, for example, 
that the MDCs (more de-
veloped countries), they 

produce most of the goods 
that we consume. Trinidad 
and Tobago, for example, 
is like a supermarket to the 
OECS. A lot of the goods 
that we consume, they’re 
imported from Trinidad 
and Tobago,” he said.
“But we can also source 
goods extra-regionally at a 
cheaper price. But the CET 
(Common External Tariff) 
precludes us from import-
ing those goods, even from 
the Dominican Republic, 
for example, where we can 
get better prices. So tech-
nically speaking, we are 
subsidising prices for the 
MDCs.”
He said within the treaty, 
there is the Caribbean De-
velopment Fund (CDF), 
which is required to assist 

countries displaced as a re-
sult of the CSME to assist 
in capacity building but 
MDC’s have failed to meet 
their subscription to the 
CDF.
OECS countries have felt 
that the CARICOM ar-
rangements, particularly 
the CSME, have histori-
cally disadvantaged their 
manufacturing sectors, he 
said.
St Vincent and the Gren-
adines Prime Minister Dr 
Ralph Gonsalves recently 
used the phrase “Monopoly 
money” to describe T&T’s 
currency due to the severe 
difficulties Vincentian trad-
ers face in converting their 
earnings in TT dollars into 
hard foreign currency.
PM Browne said he would 

never refer to any CAR-
ICOM member’s currency 
in that manner.
However, he said, “But 
in terms of settling these 
outstanding invoices in 
US dollars, understand-
ing they’re small amounts, 
three million US dollars, 
I don’t know that is in-
surmountable. So, as far 
as practicable, I believe 
that Trinidad and Tobago 
should settle, and to settle 
in the appropriate currency, 
that is US dollars. And it’s 
a work in progress. These 
issues that have been raised 
now for several years, and 
we’re hoping that the new 
administration will give a 
tangible effect to resolving 
these issues.”
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The Antigua and Barbu-
da UK High Commission 
has announced that four 
outstanding Antiguan and 
Barbudan students have 
been selected to partic-
ipate in the July 2025 
Leadership and Entrepre-
neurship Accelerator Pro-
gramme (LEAP), host-
ed by the Jersey College 
Foundation (JCG Foun-
dation) on the island of 
Jersey in the Channel Is-
lands.
The initiative, now in its 
second year, is made pos-
sible through the contin-
ued partnership between 
the JCG Foundation, the 
Ministries of Foreign Af-
fairs, Trade and Barbuda 
Affairs and Education, 
Sports and the Creative 
Industries. This fully 
funded scholarship oppor-
tunity supports the devel-
opment of young female 
leaders from Antigua and 
Barbuda by immersing 
them in a globally recog-
nized summer programme 
focused on leadership, so-
cial enterprise, and entre-
preneurship.
This year’s scholarship 
recipients are 18 years old 
Miya Joseph, a graduate 
of the Antigua State Col-
lege, 14 years old Gabri-
elle Tuckett,  a student at 
the Antigua Girls’ High 
School, 16 years old Jan-
ica Adams, a recent grad-
uate of the Antigua Girls’ 

Local News
 Four teenage Girls Awarded LEAP Scholarships to study in Jersey

LEAP Scholars 2025
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High School and 14 years 
old Alleah Alfred of the 
St. Anthony’s Secondary 
School. They are accom-
panied by Dr. E. Jonah 
Greene, Deputy Director 
of Education who will 
also serve as a LEAP men-
tor during the programme.
The LEAP Programme, 
designed for young wom-
en aged 14–18, brings to-
gether student delegates 
from around the world to 
design and pitch social en-
terprise projects to a panel 
of investors. Participants 
receive intensive mentor-
ship in business devel-
opment, leadership, and 
social innovation from 
global industry experts, 
all while forming interna-
tional networks and life-
long friendships.

Janica Adams shared, “I 
am ecstatic to experience 
the LEAP programme. I 
believe this is a great op-
portunity to represent the 
nation and show the best 
of what Antigua and Bar-
buda has to offer. I also 
hope we will learn and en-
joy ourselves.”
Last year’s scholarship re-
cipient, Jo-Anna Gasper, 
described her experience 
as life-changing, “Attend-
ing the LEAP Programme 
in Jersey was a transfor-
mative experience that 
expanded my perspective 
on business and person-
al growth. I was able to 
enhance my leadership 
skills, which I have since 
applied to my business… 
My time in Jersey gave 
me the confidence to push 

forward with my goals, 
knowing that success is 
built on knowledge, resil-
ience, and community.”
Alison Morgan, CEO of 
the JCG Foundation, add-
ed: “At the Jersey College 
for Girls Foundation, we 
believe in the power of 
young women to shape a 
better future. Our LEAP 
programme isn’t just 
about business; it’s about 
building confident, resil-
ient leaders who can tackle 
the world’s most pressing 
challenges. We very much 
look forward to welcom-
ing Dr. Greene to Jersey 
and are honoured to have 
High Commissioner Kar-
en-Mae Hill return as our 
keynote speaker.”
HC Karen-Mae Hill re-

marked: “Investing in 
our girls is investing in 
the future of our nation. 
The LEAP programme 
unlocks their leadership 
potential, expands their 
worldview, and equips 
them with the skills to 
lead and innovate. I am 
immensely proud of this 
year’s cohort and excited 
to see the impact they will 
make locally and global-
ly.”
The Antigua and Bar-
buda High Commission 
extends its heartfelt con-
gratulations to the 2025 
scholarship recipients and 
thanks all stakeholders 
who continue to support 
this impactful collabora-
tion.
 

Local News
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The police have arrested 
and charged 31-year-old 
Travis Peters of Bendals 
with the murder of Jah-
vaughn Joseph of Jennings.
The incident occurred on 
Redcliffe Street around 
3 a.m. on 16 December 
2024. It is alleged that Pe-
ters shot Joseph while he 
was standing in the area. 
Joseph sustained a gunshot 
wound to his abdomen and 
was later pronounced dead 
at the Sir Lester Bird Med-
ical Centre.
Further police investiga-
tions led to Peters’ arrest 
and subsequent charge for 
the offence.
He was expected to make 

his first appearance before 
the court on Wednesday.
The public is encouraged 
to share any information 

that may assist in ongoing 
investigations by contact-
ing the Criminal Investiga-
tions Department at 462-

3913 or Crime Stoppers at 
800-TIPS (8477).

Travis Peters Charged with Murder

Five people are in police custody, 
following a series of stop-and-search 
operations conducted across several 
communities on Tuesday 8 July.
Around 7:00 p.m., police arrested four 
male suspects, all residents of Villa, 
for unlawful possession of a firearm 
and several rounds of ammunition.
In a separate but related incident, a 
male resident of Ottos was arrested for 
unlawful possession of cannabis.
All items, including the firearm, am-
munition, and cannabis, were taken to 
police station as part of the ongoing 
investigations.
The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda continues to intensify 
its efforts to rid the streets of illegal 
firearms, ammunition, and narcot-
ics. These operations form part of the 
force’s broader strategy to enhance 

public safety and maintain law and or-
der throughout the country.
The public is once again reminded of 
the importance of cooperating with the 
police and providing information that 
can assist in the fight against crime. 

Anyone with information is encour-
aged to contact the Criminal Investi-
gations Department at 462-3913 or 
Crime Stoppers at 800-TIPS (8477).

Stop and search operations yield results
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Community activist 
whose area of focus has 
been Bendals and sur-
rounding communities, 
Terri London, has secured 
a laptop computer for 
Jada Slepple, a top-per-
forming student at the 
Bendals Primary School 
Graduation Ceremony.
London is expressing 
her profound thanks and 
appreciation to the man-
agement and staff of the 
Antigua Computer Tech-
nology (ACT) for their 
generous contribution of 
the laptop that was pre-
sented as prize for Slep-
ple
“Your continued support 
for education and youth 
development is deeply 
appreciated. This mean-
ingful gesture will un-

doubtedly empower Jada 
on her academic journey 
and serve as a reminder 
that hard work is recog-
nized and rewarded.
“Investments like these 
not only help shape in-
dividual futures but also 
strengthen entire com-
munities. By equipping 
our young minds with 
the tools they need to 
succeed, you are helping 
to unlock their potential 
and fuel their dreams. 
We look forward to fu-
ture collaborations that 
inspire excellence and 
opportunity for all,” Lon-
don told the team at ACT.
London has been placing 
much emphasis on edu-
cation as she continues 
to support various initia-
tives in the communities.

Community activist secures laptop for top performing student

Community activist, Terri London, presents Jada 
Slepple with laptop computer donated by ACT
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The High Commission of India, head-
quartered in Guyana and accredited to 
Antigua and Barbuda, recently marked 
a special milestone of a decade of cel-
ebration of International Yoga Day at 
the Coolidge Cricket Grounds.
Against the backdrop of this milestone 
celebration, the Honorary Consul of 
India, Vijay Tiwani, reflected on the 
journey, noting that the first celebra-
tion was held at Government House in 
2015, made a meaningful presentation 
of a book on yoga’s significance to 
Lady Williams. 
“International Yoga Day - observed 
every year - emphasizes the profound 
benefits of yoga for physical, mental, 
and spiritual well-being. It promotes 
awareness of the importance of incor-
porating yoga into our daily routines 
to foster harmony, health, and peace 
across the globe. 
“This decade-long tradition under-
scores yoga’s universal appeal and 
its role in promoting global unity and 
wellness,” Honorary Consul, Tiwani 

stated. 
HC Tiwani is urging Yoga enthusiasts 
to continue to embrace yoga’s timeless 

wisdom and its power to transform 
lives.

Indian High Commission presents book on Yoga to Lady Williams

Indian Honorary Consul, Vijay Tiwani presents book on Yoga to 
Lady Williams
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Governor General Sir Rodney Wil-
liams and Lady Williams celebrated 
a momentous milestone of ten years 
of unwavering commitment to hu-
manitarian service in Antigua and 
Barbuda and across the globe at the 
highly anticipated Wings of Charity 
8: The Masquerade Ball. The sig-
nature black-tie event was held at 
the Peninsula Hotel in London and 
welcomed over 400 esteemed guests 
from around the world.
Among the distinguished attendees 
were Grammy-nominated artist, 
Ambassador of the Halo Foundation 
and special guest performer, Kathy 
Sledge. The evening served as both 
a celebration of the Foundation’s 
enduring legacy and as a heartfelt 
appeal to continue supporting the 
vulnerable and differently-abled 
communities the organisation has 
long championed.
A touching message was read by Sir 
Clive Alderton, Private Secretary to 
the King, from His Majesty King 
Charles lll.
Guests were treated to an enchant-
ing evening that masterfully blend-
ed elegance and entertainment. The 
evening’s musical performances 
included the soulful sounds of sax-
ophonist Vince Thomas, the capti-
vating vocals of Ms. Daina Barnes 
and live band The Strays, as well as 
a surprise performance by the leg-
endary Kathy Sledge, who brought 
the crowd to its feet with her time-
less hits.
A gourmet three-course dinner was 
served alongside an exciting live 
and silent auction segment. Proceeds 
from the evening will directly bene-

fit the Sickle Cell Association of An-
tigua and Barbuda—a cause close to 
the hearts of Their Excellencies.
Adding to the occasion’s prestige, 
Dr. Brian Reuben, through his Chief 
of Staff, Dr. Alison Chewy, present-
ed Lady Williams with the Global 
Woman’s Award, recognising her 
outstanding contribution to global 
philanthropy, advocacy, and inclu-

sive development for all. The hon-
our underscored the far-reaching 
impact of her work and the Founda-
tion’s mission.
The Governor General and Lady 
Williams expressed sincere grati-
tude for the overwhelming turnout 
and generous support shown by at-
tendees. The success of Wings of 
Charity 8 marks a resurgence for the 

A Decade of Service Honoured at Wings of 
Charity 8 – The Masquerade Ball

Local News
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Foundation and paves the way for its 
future endeavours.
This year’s event would not have 
been possible without the unwav-
ering support of generous sponsors. 
The Calvin Ayre Foundation, Plati-
num Sponsor since 2017, has been 
a steadfast partner in advancing the 
Foundation’s charitable mission.  
Gratitude is also extended to Ms. 
Gaye Hechme, Managing Director 
of Moongate Antigua, Chesterton’s 
and Island Living Antigua and Bar-
buda - as well as Ocean Club, who 
has graciously supported three con-
secutive hosting of the event. The 
Blue Waters Hotel and Spa contin-
ues to encourage the efforts of the 
Charity. Their dedicated commit-
ment and belief in the work of the 
Halo Foundation have been instru-
mental in making Wings of Charity 
not just a night of elegance, but a 
meaningful force for good.  
As the evening concluded, The Gov-
ernor General and Lady Williams 
reaffirmed their continued dedica-
tion to the causes they serve. With 
renewed momentum and a steadfast 
commitment to service, the Foun-
dation looks forward to building on 
its legacy—creating lasting change, 
one act of compassion at a time.

PAGE 8
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Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10

Local News
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The Antigua and 
Barbuda Trades & 
Labour Union wel-
comes the Labour 
Department’s cer-
tification of a col-
lective agreement 
recently negotiated 
with Interlinc (An-
tigua) Limited, on 
behalf of the Line 
Staff. Deputy Gen-
eral Secretary of 
the AT&LU, Ave-
lyn Watley lead the 
negotiations for the 
Union.  
The collective 
agreement provides 
the employees with 
many enhanced 
terms and condi-
tions of employ-
ment, above and 
beyond the mini-
mum employment 
standards estab-
lished by the An-
tigua and Barbuda 
Labour Code. Some 
of these enhanced 
terms and condi-
tions include:
·	 15 working days 

vacation leave 

from the first 
year of service 
instead of the 
usual 12 working 

days provided 
under the Labour 
Code;

·	 10 days Paternity 

Leave with full 
pay;

·	 5% wage 
increase. 

PRESS RELEASE
Local News
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The Westmoreland police have 
launched an investigation after 
the mummified remains of an el-
derly woman were discovered at 
her home on Sunday. Her live-in 
caregiver is accused of hiding the 
body for more than a year with-
out alerting authorities.
The deceased has been identified 
as Viola Destin. Her age and date 
of birth have not been confirmed.
The police believe she died on 
December 10, 2023.

However, rather than reporting 
the death, the woman’s caregiver, 
54-year-old Gena Robinson, is 
alleged to have hidden the body 
inside a room at their shared resi-
dence in Old Hope district, Little 
London.
The gruesome discovery was 
made on Sunday, after one of 
Destin’s relatives reportedly be-
came suspicious and contacted 
the police.
Her decomposed body was found 

lying on a mattress in the home.
The scene was processed, and the 
body was removed to the morgue, 
where a post-mortem examina-
tion is pending.
Robinson has since been charged 
with failure to report the death of 
a person, preventing the lawful 
burial of a corpse, and attempting 
to pervert the course of justice. 
(Jamaica Gleaner)

Caregiver charged after elderly woman’s mummified body 
found in Westmoreland, say police

Prime Minister Dr Andrew 
Holness says the worsening 
security and humanitarian 
crisis in Haiti must no lon-
ger be treated as a national 
issue, but as an urgent re-
gional priority—with eco-
nomic consequences for the 
entire Caribbean.
Speaking at a high-level 
CARICOM–CARICOM 
Private Sector Organiza-
tion (CPSO) engagement on 
Tuesday at Sandals Mon-
tego Bay in St James, held 
on the sidelines of the 49th 
Meeting of the Conference 
of Heads of Government, 
Holness stressed that a se-
cure Haiti is essential to a 
secure Caribbean.
“This is not only a national 
emergency. It is a regional 
priority. The success of our 
region is tied to the security 
and stability of all our mem-
ber states,” Holness said, 
adding that the prolonged 
collapse of governance in 

Haiti presents a dangerous 
precedent.
“The situation that gangs 
have taken over a state is 
not a good example for this 
region, and the longer it 
stays in that state, the lon-
ger it will be a threat for all 
states in this region.”
His comments come as Hai-
ti continues to grapple with 
the devastating consequenc-
es of political instability, 

gang violence, and the ab-
sence of a functioning gov-
ernment.
In March, then Haitian 
Prime Minister Ariel Hen-
ry announced his intention 
to step down following an 
emergency meeting of Ca-
ribbean leaders in Jamai-
ca—a move that followed 
months of pressure from 
CARICOM and the inter-
national community to find 

a solution to the leadership 
vacuum.
Holness, now chair of CAR-
ICOM, signalled Jamaica’s 
intention to build on the ef-
forts of former chair, Prime 
Minister Mia Mottley of 
Barbados, who helped bro-
ker that transition agree-
ment.
“I’m going to dedicate great 
effort, as did Prime Minister 
Mottley, to ensure that the 
situation in Haiti is again 
brought to the fore of global 
attention,” Holness said.
“I believe that we can have a 
positive impact.”
He called for greater co-
ordination and urgency in 
supporting Haiti’s path to 
stability, noting that region-
al security extends beyond 
crime and borders—touch-
ing sectors like telecom-
munications, banking, ship-
ping, and judicial systems. 
(Jamaica Gleaner)

CARICOM Summit | Crisis in Haiti a regional emergency 
and an economic opportunity – Holness



THURSDAY 10TH JULY 2025

PAGE 17

THURSDAY 10TH JULY 2025

Regional News

Four CARICOM member states 
will implement full free movement 
of nationals by October 1, 2025, 
marking a major step forward in re-
gional integration under the CAR-
ICOM Single Market and Economy 
(CSME).
They are Barbados, Belize, St Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, and Dom-
inica.
The announcement was made by 
CARICOM Chairman and Jamaican 
Prime Minister Dr Andrew Holness 
during the closing news conference 
of the 49th Regular Meeting of the 
CARICOM Conference of Heads of 
Government in Montego Bay.
“We agreed that the pace and scope 
of implementation [were] just too 
slow, and we agreed that we will do 
everything in our power to speed up 
implementation,” Holness said.
Holness said the four nations reit-
erated their willingness to imple-

ment full free movement under the 
Protocol on Enhanced Cooperation, 
which all CARICOM members 
signed.
Full free movement within CAR-
ICOM allows for the free move-
ment of skilled nationals, services, 
capital, and the right to establish 
businesses or offer services in other 
participating member states without 
restrictions. The free movement of 
skilled nationals means that quali-
fied workers can seek employment 
in other member states without 
needing work permits.
Holness said Jamaica remains com-
mitted to the goal and is working 
to overcome its own internal con-
straints.
“I want to make clear that Jamaica 
remains committed to implementing 
full free movement in accordance 
with the treaty amendments, and we 
are also examining ways to speed up 
our own implementation,” he stated.

Explaining Jamaica’s slower prog-
ress, he noted: “Due to our legisla-
tive framework and other consider-
ations, we have had to move with 
greater consideration. However, it is 
our intention to speed up the imple-
mentation of full free movement.”
The Prime Minister also announced 
that CARICOM leaders agreed to 
expand the list of approved skilled 
categories under the CSME regime.
“Aviation personnel have been add-
ed to the list, and it is worth noting 
that Jamaica contributed three new 
occupations: photogrammetry, field 
maintenance personnel, and aircraft 
maintenance personnel,” he said.
The Protocol on Enhanced Cooper-
ation, signed in 2023, aims to elim-
inate the need for work permits or 
skills certificates for nationals mov-
ing across CARICOM borders.
The October rollout in four countries 
is expected to serve as a key test case 
for full free movement across the re-
gion, part of CARICOM’s broader 
2030 agenda for deeper economic 
and social integration.
Holness also called for better gov-
ernance and implementation struc-
tures across the Community.
“The reality is that our operations 
must be more agile and fit for pur-
pose as we seek to deliver outcomes 
for our community in more efficient 
and timely ways,” he said.
Progress will be reviewed at the up-
coming CARICOM–Africa Summit 
in Ethiopia this September. (Jamai-
ca Gleaner)

CARICOM Summit|Barbados, Belize, St Vincent and 
the Grenadines, and Dominica to implement full free 

movement in October
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Digicel announced Tuesday the im-
mediate closure of its Caribbean-wide 
news platform Loop News and plans to 
wind down regional sports broadcaster 
SportsMax by August 8, marking the 
end of two prominent media brands in 
the region.
The telecoms giant said the move rep-
resents a strategic pivot away from 
consumer-facing content toward a 
greater focus on enterprise solutions 
and digital services under its business 
arm.

In a farewell statement, Loop News 
said: “They say all good things must 
come to an end and so it is, that after 
11 years of proudly serving the Carib-
bean as a trusted media partner, Loop 
News is today announcing the end of 
our operations.”
“Since our inception, Loop has be-
come a trusted source of news, win-
ning several awards and building a 
passionate, engaged community of 
readers and viewers,” the statement 
continued. “As we reflect on over a 
decade of journalism and communi-
ty impact, we are deeply grateful for 
the relationships we have built and the 
stories we have told.”
Loop News acknowledged the diffi-
culty of the decision, stating: “This de-
cision marks the end of an era. While it 
wasn’t an easy choice, we believe it is 
the right one for this moment.”
Loop News, launched in 2014, had es-
tablished itself as a popular regional 
digital news outlet covering Caribbean 
affairs. SportsMax, founded in 2002, 
was home to high-profile sporting con-

tent and played an instrumental role in 
the careers of numerous Caribbean 
broadcasters.
Digicel said affected staff had already 
been informed and that transition sup-
port would be provided in line with lo-
cal labour laws.
Loop News had one Antiguan reporter.
The company indicated its new focus 
will center on Trend Media and the re-
cently acquired Symptai, allowing it to 
offer an expanded suite of ICT services 
including cloud, cybersecurity, digital 
advertising, and compliance solutions.
In closing, Loop News stated: “We 
would like to say thank you for the 
incredible support we have received 
from our readers and viewers across 
the Caribbean and beyond over the 
years and are deeply honoured to have 
been a part of your daily lives.”
Digicel thanked its audiences and em-
ployees, acknowledging the legacy of 
the two media brands but stating that 
the shift was necessary to create great-
er value in its business offerings across 
the region. (Antigua.News)

Digicel Shuts Down Loop News After 11 
Years, Plans to Close SportsMax



THURSDAY 10TH JULY 2025

PAGE 19

THURSDAY 10TH JULY 2025

Regional News

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Nvidia is the first company 
to be worth $4 trillion.
The chipmaker’s shares 
rose as much as 2.5% on 
Wednesday, pushing past 
the previous market value 
record ($3.9 trillion), set by 
Apple in December 2024. 
Nvidia has rallied by more 
than 70% from its April 4 
low, when global stock mar-
kets were sent reeling by 
President Donald Trump’s 
global tariff rollout.
Tech analyst Dan Ives called 
Wednesday’s milestone a 
“huge historical moment for 
the U.S. tech sector.”
The record value comes as 
tech giants such as OpenAI, 
Amazon and Microsoft are 
spending hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in the race 
to build massive data cen-
ters to fuel the artificial in-

telligence revolution. All of 
those companies are using 
Nvidia chips to power their 
services, though some are 
also developing their own.
In the first quarter of 2025 
alone, the company report-
ed its revenue soared about 
70%, to more than $44 bil-
lion. Nvidia said it expects 
another $45 billion worth of 
sales in the current quarter.
“Global demand for Nvid-
ia’s AI infrastructure is in-
credibly strong,” CEO Jen-
sen Huang told investors in 
a May conference call.
Shares have surged nearly 
20% this year on that explo-
sive growth. Its shares are 
also higher by 1,500% over 
the course of the last five 
years. That also led Nvid-
ia to unseat Microsoft in 
mid-June as the most valu-

able public company in the 
world.
A little over two years ago, 
Nvidia was worth just $500 
billion. In June 2023, the 
company surpassed $1 tril-
lion in value, only to double 
that by February 2024. Last 
month, the company’s value 
hit more than $3 trillion.
Currently trailing Nvidia 
and Microsoft in the rank-
ings are Apple at $3.13 
trillion, Amazon at $2.38 
trillion, Alphabet at $2.12 
trillion and Meta Platforms 
at $1.81 trillion.
Still, Nvidia has faced a 
number of hurdles. In ear-
ly April, as global markets 
were plunging on fears 
about Trump’s global tariffs, 
the company disclosed that 
it would take as much as a 
$5.5 billion hit from Chi-

nese export restrictions im-
posed by the U.S. govern-
ment. It ended up having to 
swallow most of that, with a 
$4.5 billion hit in the three-
month period.
“The $50 billion China mar-
ket is effectively closed to 
U.S. industry,” Huang said 
at the time.
The tech CEO has gained a 
cult following and become 
something of a global diplo-
mat for artificial intelligence 
and Nvidia’s central role in 
it. In the last few months 
alone, Huang has made 
trips to meet with Trump at 
the president’s Mar-a-Lago 
club in Florida. Huang has 
also met with the chancel-
lor of Germany in Berlin, 
top European Commission 
leaders and senior lieuten-
ants to President Xi Jing-
ping in China. (NBC News)

Nvidia becomes first company to be worth $4 trillion
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At least 161 people are 
still missing in a single 
Texas county four days 
after deadly and dev-
astating flash floods hit 
parts of the state, Gover-
nor Greg Abbott said, as 
hope fades for survivors 
to be found.
The missing in the hard-
hit Kerr County include 
five campers and a coun-
sellor from Camp Mys-
tic, a Christian all-girls 
summer camp located on 
the banks of the Guada-
lupe River.
At least 111 people have 
died in the disaster, ac-
cording to the latest 
county-by-county tolls 
published by US media. 
More than 90 were in the 

Kerrville area.
Texas is not alone. Neigh-
bouring New Mexico 
saw a flash flood emer-
gency on Tuesday as 
well, causing the deaths 
of at least three people.
Up to 8.8cm (3.5in) of 
rain fell there, causing 
river waters to inundate 
the village of Rudioso, 
officials said. That flood 
has now receded.
In Texas, frantic search 
and rescue efforts contin-
ue, with Abbott vowing 
emergency crews “will 
not stop until every miss-
ing person is accounted 
for”.
Abbott added that it was 
very likely more missing 
would be added to the list 

in the coming days, and 
urged people to report 
anyone they think was 
unaccounted for.
General Thomas Suelzer 
from the Texas National 
Guard said search efforts 
were using Chinook and 
Black Hawk helicopters 
with rescue hoists.
He said there were 13 
Black Hawk helicopters 
helping in the search ef-
fort, including four that 
arrived from Arkansas. 
Authorities have also 
been using reaper drones.
Responders from various 
agencies are working to-
gether on rescue efforts. 
They include agents from 
border patrol, the FBI 
and the National Guard.

More than 250 respond-
ers from various agencies 
have been assigned to the 
Kerrville area alone to 
help with search and res-
cue.
One of those rescue vol-
unteers, named Tim, told 
the BBC he had never 
seen any destruction at 
this scale before.
“I’ve done the floods 
down in East Texas and 
Southeast Texas, and 
hurricanes, and this is a 
nightmare,” he said.
Another rescue volun-
teer, named Justin, com-
pared the effort to “trying 
to find a single hay in a 
haystack”.
“There’s a wide trail of 
destruction for miles, and 
there’s not enough cadav-
er dogs to go through all 
of it,” he told the BBC.
“It’s hard to access a lot 
of it with heavy machin-
ery. Guys are trying to 
pick at it with tools and 
hands, and they’re not 
even putting a dent in it 
– not for lack of effort.”
Questions have been 
raised about whether au-
thorities provided ade-
quate flood warnings be-
fore the disaster, and why 
people were not evacuat-
ed earlier.
Experts say there were 
a number of factors that 
contributed to the trag-
edy in Texas, including 
the extreme weather, the 
location of the holiday 
homes and timing.
Abbott, who had spent 
part of the day survey-
ing the flood zone, said 
authorities had issued a 

Days after Texas floods, at least 161 people 
are still missing in one county
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storm warning and knew 
about a possible flash 
flood, but “didn’t know 
the magnitude of the 
storm”.
No-one knew it would 
lead to a “30-foot high 
tsunami wall of water”, 
he said.
The governor respond-
ed to a question about 
who was to “blame” for 
the enormous death toll, 
saying: “That’s the word 
choice of losers.”
He made a sports anal-
ogy, saying American 
football teams make mis-
takes; champion teams 
are the ones who don’t 
“point fingers”.
Most of the victims died 
in Kerr County, where 
the Guadalupe River 
was swollen by torrential 
downpours before day-
break on Friday, the July 
Fourth public holiday.
Camp Mystic had earlier 
confirmed at least 27 girls 
and staff were among the 
dead.
Those who survived are 
now focused on trying to 
rebuild.
Justin Brown has lived 
along the Guadalupe 
River for more than 25 
years.
A week ago, he lived in 
his mobile home at the 
Blue Oak RV Park with 
his two young daughters 
and dog. Now, there is 
a huge puddle where his 
home once stood – his 
RV swept away in the 
floods.
“We were one of the few 
parks that got almost ev-
erybody out,” Mr Brown 
told the BBC, as he de-
scribed the efforts of his 
landlord and emergency 
workers, who evacuated 

almost all of the park’s 
residents.
Looking out over the 
empty land where his 
home once stood – now 
just debris – he said he 
hopes to move back in as 
soon as he can.
President Donald 
Trump will travel to 
the flood-ravaged areas 
with First Lady Melania 

Trump on Friday.
In neighbouring New 
Mexico, officials from 
the National Weather 
Service (NWS) declared 
a flash flood emergency 
on Tuesday and told resi-
dents of Ruidoso to be on 
high alert for flooding.
A flood wave on the Rio 
Ruidoso went on to reach 
a height of 15ft, the NWS 

said. Houses were swept 
down the river, and a 
man and two children 
were killed.
Officials there have been 
working with boats to 
rescue people who got 
trapped. A number of lo-
cals were unaccounted 
for as of Tuesday eve-
ning. (BBC News)



THURSDAY 10TH JULY 2025

PAGE 22

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

A Liberian-flagged cargo 
ship came under fire from 
Houthi rebels Monday in 
the Red Sea, with two on 
board reported to be hurt 
and two others missing 
in an assault a day after 
the Yemen-based militant 
group sunk another ves-
sel.
The attack on the Greek-
owned bulk carrier Eter-
nity C in the crucial mar-
itime route came after 
the Houthis attacked the 
Liberian-flagged, Greek-
owned bulk carrier Mag-
ic Seas with drones, mis-
siles, rocket-propelled 

grenades and small arms 
fire Sunday, forcing its 
crew of 22 to abandon the 
vessel.
The two attacks and a 
round of Israeli airstrikes 
early Monday targeting 
the rebels raised fears of 
a renewed Houthi cam-
paign against shipping 
that could again draw in 
U.S. and Western forces, 
particularly after Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration targeted the 
rebels in a major airstrike 
campaign.
The attacks come at a 

sensitive moment in the 
Middle East, as a possi-
ble ceasefire in the Isra-
el-Hamas war hangs in 
the balance, and as Iran 
weighs whether to restart 
negotiations over its nu-
clear program following 
American airstrikes tar-
geting its most sensitive 
atomic sites during the Is-
rael-Iran war in June.
The European Union an-
ti-piracy patrol Operation 
Atalanta and the private 
security firm Ambrey re-
ported the latest attack. 
They said the Eternity C 
had been heading north 

toward the Suez Canal 
when it came under fire 
by men in small boats and 
by bomb-carrying drones. 
The security guards on 
board also fired their 
weapons.
Operation Atalanta said 
the Eternity C had a crew 
of 21 Filipinos and one 
Russian, plus three secu-
rity personnel. The E.U. 
force said the ship had not 
requested an escort.
The E.U. force also said 
the Houthis carried out 
the attack. (AP)

Ship attacked in the Red Sea after a bulk carrier sinking 
claimed by Yemen’s Houthi rebels
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The State Department is 
warning United States dip-
lomats of attempts to im-
personate Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio and possibly 
other officials using tech-
nology driven by artificial 
intelligence, according to 
two senior officials and a 
cable sent last week to all 
embassies and consulates.
The warning came after the 
department discovered that 
an impostor posing as Ru-
bio had attempted to reach 
out to at least three foreign 
ministers, a US senator and 
a governor, according to the 
July 3 cable, which was first 
reported by The Washington 
Post.
The recipients of the scam 
messages, which were sent 
by text, Signal and voice 
mail, were not identified in 
the cable, a copy of which 
was shared with The Asso-
ciated Press.
“The State Department is 
aware of this incident and 

is currently monitoring and 
addressing the matter,” de-
partment spokeswoman 
Tammy Bruce told report-
ers.
“The department takes se-
riously its responsibility to 
safeguard its information 
and continuously take steps 
to improve the department’s 
cybersecurity posture to 
prevent future incidents.”
She declined to comment 
further due to “security rea-
sons” and the ongoing in-
vestigation.
It’s the latest instance of a 
high-level Trump adminis-
tration figure targeted by an 
impersonator, with a similar 
incident revealed in May 
involving President Donald 
Trump’s chief of staff, Susie 
Wiles.
The misuse of AI to deceive 
people is likely to grow as 
the technology improves 
and becomes more wide-
ly available, and the FBI 
warned this past spring 

about “malicious actors” 
impersonating senior US 
government officials in a 
text and voice messaging 
campaign.
The hoaxes involving Ru-
bio had been unsuccessful 
and “not very sophisticat-
ed,” one of the officials said. 
Nonetheless, the second 
official said the department 
deemed it “prudent” to ad-
vise all employees and for-
eign governments, partic-
ularly as efforts by foreign 
actors to compromise infor-
mation security increase.
The officials were not au-
thorized to discuss the mat-
ter publicly and spoke on 
condition of anonymity.
“There is no direct cyber 
threat to the department 
from this campaign, but 
information shared with a 
third party could be exposed 
if targeted individuals are 
compromised,” the cable 
said. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Impostor uses AI to impersonate Rubio and 
contact foreign and US officials
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Semi-finals set in All Saints Community Football League

The semi-finals line-up 
was confirmed in the All 
Saints Community Football 
League after the last en-
counter in the preliminary 
group stage was completed 
on Tuesday evening.

Yorkshire came from be-
hind to snatch a 2-1 victory 
against Soccerama champi-
ons Stoneville in the final 
Group B encounter at the 
Mack Pond playing field in 
All Saints.

Joshua Samuel gave Ston-
eville the lead when he 
opened the scoring with a 

14th-minute conversion.
But Yorkshire, who 

played the match with nine 
men, hit back to draw level 
when Daniel Bryan struck 
the equalizer in the 26th 
minute.

Tyrik Hughes snatched the 
winner for Yorkshire with a 
52nd-minute conversion.

With the top two teams in 
each zone qualifying for the 
semi-finals, the result meant 
that Yorkshire missed out on 
advancing to the final four 
knockout stage.

Last year’s runners-up, 
Police, clinched the second 
qualifying spot from Group 
B into the semi-finals on 
goal difference.

Police, Ovals, and York-
shire all finished with seven 
points from five matches. 
Fundamental claimed the 
other semi-final sport as 
winners of Group B with 12 
points.

Darg A Bark and last 
year’s third-place finishers, 
El Hombre, claimed the oth-
er spots in the semi-finals 
from Group A.

Darh A Bark finished as 
Group A winners with 13 
points from their five match-
es, and El Hombre clinched 
second place with 10 points.

Darg A Bark was slated 
to clash with Police in the 
first semi-final on Wednes-
day evening. Fundamentals 
and El Hombre will face off 
in the second semi-final on 
Thursday evening.

Twelve teams, divided 
into two zones, contested 
this year’s All Saints Com-
munity League.

The Fundamentals football team, one of the semi-finalists in the All Saints Community Football League. 
(Photo courtesy of the ASCFL)
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Strictly Business extend unbeaten run in ABSCA Men’s T20 Competition

Rackaman Construction 
Strictly Business have main-
tained their unbeaten record 
in the Antigua and Barbuda 
Softball Cricket Associa-
tion’s (ABSCA) Men’s T20 
Competition.

Strictly Business notched 
up their third win in as many 
games with an 89-run drub-
bing of Marcko Inc. Buck-
ley’s 3Js at the Rising Sun 
playing field.

Strictly Business made 
158 for nine off their 20 
overs. Kerry Mentore hit 
an unbeaten 61, including 
seven sixes. Jevon Howel 
slammed 42, including six 
sixes, and Raymond Lea-
dette scored 14. Zavier Otto 
captured three for 55, and 
Charanlall Ramjohn picked 
up two for 15.

In reply, Buckley’s 3Js 
were dismissed for 69 in 
13.4 overs to suffer their 
first defeat after winning 
their previous two match-
es. Denley Thomas scored 
19, and Kenrick Scott made 
13.

Arthur Crigman snapped 
up three wickets for five 
runs, Owen Graham claimed 
two for 13, and Kadeem Jo-
siah captured two for 34.

Goody’s Taxi Service 
and Tours 300 also extend-
ed their unbeaten run. 300 
claimed their third win in 
as many games after being 
awarded victory via default 
against Mix-Up Stars, who 
did not have the required 
number of players to start 
the game at Jennings. It was 
the third loss in four games 
for the Mix-Up Stars.

After losing their previ-

ous two matches, Dredgers 
claimed their first win in 
three outings by pulling off 
a 103-run victory against 
PMS at the Dredgers play-
ing field.

Dredgers made 199 for six 
off their allotted 20 overs. 
Loy Weste cracked 57, Raye 
Charles hit 25, Mervin Hig-
gins struck 23, and Dervol 
Phillip scored 21.

Clarence Francis bagged 
three for 30, Kenny Ben-
jamin took two for 31, and 
Malik Marcellin claimed 
two for 35.

In reply, PMS were dis-
missed for 96 in 16.2 overs. 
Kenny Benjamin made 
27, and Walter Carr scored 
14 for PMS, who lost for the 
third time in as many games.

Gurshan Millington 
picked up two wickets for 
three runs, Kurt Douglas 
claimed two wickets for 
nine runs, and Robin Bascus 
captured two for 11. 

Bryson’s Shipping and In-
surance Bullets and Alzzari 

and Sharon Joseph North 
Sails Antigua Female Flyers 
recorded their second win in 
as many games in the AB-
SCA’s Women’s T20 Com-
petition.

Bullets won by default 
against Police, who did not 
have the required number of 
players to start the game at 
Rising Suns. It was the sec-
ond time in as many games 
that Police have forfeited 
their match in the T20 com-
petition.

Female Flyers defeated 
Bravos Wholesale and Dis-
tributors Rockets by 71 runs 
at Jennings. Female Flyers 
made 149 for three off their 
20 overs.

Makada Hector slammed 
58, Robernette Burton hit 
33, there was a contribution 
of 32 extras, and Gaynel 
Ogarro struck 23 not out. 
Anmarie Parker took two 
for 25, and Valarie Isaac 
claimed one for 24. 

In reply, the Rockets were 
restricted to 78 for seven 
off their 20 overs. Valarie 

Isaac struck 24, and Rosha-
na David made 20. Gaynel 
Ogarro claimed two for 10, 
Monique Titus took two for 
11, and Makada Hector cap-
tured one for 18.

Wayne’s Electrical Ser-
vices Survivors secured 
their first win in two match-
es with a seven-wicket vic-
tory against Potters Up-
rising Cricket Team at the 
Dredgers playing field.

Potters were restricted 
to 99 for four off their 20 
overs. Nolia Elvin cracked 
35, and Maria Abraham hit 
22. Gale Lee claimed two 
for 18, Menova Govia took 
one for 15, and Sacha Mi-
chael had one for 22.

Survivors achieved victo-
ry at 100 for three in 16.3 
overs. Camille Christian 
struck 24, Leukelle Pelle hit 
21, and Stacey Bright made 
15. Carla Weatherhead cap-
tured two for 21 for Potters, 
who lost for the first time 
after winning their opening 
encounter.

Strictly Business men’s softball cricket team



THURSDAY 10TH JULY 2025

PAGE 27

THURSDAY 10TH JULY 2025

Sports News
CWI leads charge to grow cricket across the Americas

As the sport of cricket continues its 
rapid growth across North, Central, 
and South America, Cricket West In-
dies (CWI) has announced its intent 
to lead the charge in shaping, guiding 
and strengthening the development of 
the game throughout the hemisphere.

Following an official visit by CWI 
President Dr. Kishore Shallow to 
Lima, Peru – a key moment tied to 
broader diplomatic and sporting en-
gagements – the organization has an-
nounced its intention to spearhead the 
establishment of the La Federación de 
Críquet de las Américas (FECA).

This proposed regional body will act 
as a collaborative platform to coordi-
nate the exponential growth of crick-
et across the Americas, with Cricket 
West Indies assuming a parental role 
as the only ICC Full Member in the 
hemisphere.

President Shallow said, “This marks 
a pivotal step in advancing cricket 
across the Americas. Cricket West 

Indies embraces its responsibility not 
only to the Caribbean but to the wider 
region. We recognise the importance of 
structure, collaboration, and a unified 
vision to unlock the immense potential 
that exists throughout the Americas.”

CWI’s CEO, Chris Dehring, spoke 
about the benefits such development 
and expansion could have for the re-
gion.

“Our efforts to expand cricket must 
redound positively to each country un-
der our remit,” he noted.

“This growth will not only uplift 
national programmes but will also 
strengthen West Indies cricket by 
broadening our base, increasing op-
portunities and deepening our regional 
relevance.

“With the emergence and devel-
opment of cricketing hubs in areas 
such as Brazil, with 72,000 registered 
players – most of them women under 
professional contracts – along with 
Mexico, Colombia, and Argentina, 

this region is ripe for meaningful en-
gagement.”

CWI’ s Director of Cricket, Miles 
Bascombe, in highlighting the en-
gagement already taking place with 
member countries in territories like 
Bahamas and Bermuda, emphasized 
the growing appetite for development 
partnerships across the region.

“Including teams from the Americas 
in our tournaments brings clear mutual 
benefits” said Bascombe.

“It expands our competitions, giving 
our players more games and exposure 
to unfamiliar opposition, while pro-
viding valuable match experience for 
developing teams in the region. It also 
opens opportunities for players, staff 
and officials, and allows our coaches 
and technical staff to both contribute 
to and benefit from regional capacity 
building.”

Currently, two youth teams from 
the United States are participating in 
CWI’s Rising Stars Under-19 Tourna-
ment in St. Kitts, furthering collabora-
tion with the Caribbean’s North Amer-
ican neighbours.

In November, four Caribbean na-
tional senior teams will be selected 
to travel to Lima, the capital city of 
Peru, to participate in the Bolivarian 
Games, an historic first for cricket and 
a symbolic entry point into the South 
American sporting movement.

Looking ahead to 2027, cricket is set 
to feature in the Pan American Games, 
where Caribbean nations with Olym-
pic accreditation will compete on 
an international stage, aligning with 
cricket’s reintroduction to the Olym-
pic Games.

The proposed establishment of 
FECA represents a bold new chapter in 
cricket’s evolution in the Americas—
and will solidify Cricket West Indies’ 
place as the torchbearer of the sport’s 
future in the Western Hemisphere.

Dario Barthley, CEO of BMP Sports (centre); Mohan Vaswani, Vice 
President Cricket Peru (left); and Cricket West Indies President Dr. 
Kishore Shallow, during a visit to Lima, Peru, from February 21 to 
23, 2025, to discuss and promote international collaboration for 
cricket ahead of the highly anticipated 2027 Pan American Games. 
(File Photo)
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Windies players climb ICC Test Rankings

Though the West Indies 
meekly surrendered their 
three-match Test series to 
Australia with a 133-run 
defeat in Grenada, a few 
players managed to earn 
individual gains in the lat-
est ICC Test Rankings up-
date released on Wednes-
day.

The Caribbean side, 
which struggled for con-
sistency, especially with 
the bat, across the series, 
found some consolation in 
personal achievements—
particularly for fast bowl-
ers Shamar Joseph and 
Alzarri Joseph, who both 
moved up six spots to now 
sit at 29th and 31st, re-
spectively, in the ICC Test 

Bowling Rankings.
Among the batters, Ros-

ton Chase advanced four 
places to 81st, while Bran-
don King, who has been 
working to establish him-
self in the longest format, 
surged 60 places to 83rd, 
following improved con-
tributions with the bat in 
the second Test at the Na-
tional Cricket Stadium.

From the Australian 
camp, Cameron Green 
jumped four spots to 45th 
and Beau Webster moved 
up two to 50th in the bat-
ting standings, as both de-
livered solid performanc-
es to help their side seal 
the series win.

Elsewhere in the rank-

ings, England’s Harry 
Brook reclaimed the num-
ber one spot in the Test 
Batting Rankings, as he 
displaced Joe Root after 
scoring a masterful 158 in 
the second Test against In-
dia in Birmingham.

Brook now leads with 
886 rating points, over-
taking Root by 18. The 
Edgbaston match also saw 
India captain Shubman 
Gill rocket 15 spots to a 
career-best sixth position 
after he became just the 
second player in history to 
post 150+ scores in both 
innings of a Test match.

India’s pace duo Mo-
hammad Siraj and Akash 
Deep also reaped re-

wards, as Siraj moved up 
to 22nd and Deep jumped 
39 places to a career-best 
45th following a maiden 
10-wicket match haul.

Meanwhile, South Afri-
ca’s Wiaan Mulder stole 
the show in Bulawayo 
with a record-breaking 
367 not out, the highest 
Test score by a South Af-
rican.

That knock lifted him 34 
spots to 22nd in the bat-
ting rankings. With three 
wickets in the match, 
he also climbed to 48th 
among bowlers and, more 
impressively, third among 
all-rounders, trailing only 
Ravindra Jadeja and Me-
hidy Hasan Miraz.

Shamar Joseph
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The Antigua Public Utilities Authority (APUA) is seeking a 
motivated and creative Public Relations Coordinator to support 
and manage key public relations and public education 
initiatives. This role is essential to strengthening APUA’s brand 
presence and fostering meaningful connections with the 
public, media, and key stakeholders.

• Develop and execute strategic public relations campaigns that 
align with APUA’s goals

• Serve as a key contact for media, partners, and stakeholders, 
managing communications across multiple platforms

• Monitor media coverage and assess the impact of PR initiatives
• Craft and refine compelling content across formats, including 

articles, reports, and promotional materials
• Oversee the production of brochures, leaflets, videos, 

photography, and other multimedia assets
• Plan and coordinate events such as press conferences, 

exhibitions, and community outreach activities
• Manage APUA’s website updates and support digital 

engagement efforts
• Conduct research to guide public relations and education 

strategies
• Strengthen community relations through public engagement 

and participation in local initiatives
• Provide communications support during crisis situations while 

upholding and enhancing the Authority’s reputation

• Bachelor’s degree in Communications, Marketing or a related field.
• Minimum of 3 years’ experience in public relations, 

communications, or related area.
• Exceptional interpersonal and human relations skills with the 

ability to build and maintain relationships.
• Strong verbal and written communication skills, with proven 

editing and content creation abilities.
• Excellent organizational, time-management, and multitasking 

skills; adept at working under pressure.
• Creative mindset with a strong sense of initiative and imagination.
• Business acumen and awareness of current affairs affecting the 

organization.
• Positive, proactive attitude with a vibrant, hardworking, and 

detail-oriented approach.
• Ability to work collaboratively within a team and adapt to a 

dynamic environment. 

We are seeking a dynamic, results-driven professional with 
strong business acumen and a passion for strategic client 
engagement. This role is ideal for a self-motivated individual 
who thrives on building meaningful partnerships and driving 
growth in a competitive environment.

• Secure and grow a strong portfolio of corporate clients across 
various sectors

• Develop and implement strategic sales plans to achieve and 
exceed targets

• Build and maintain trusted relationships with key 
decision-makers and stakeholders

• Identify and capitalize on new business opportunities
• Deliver customised solutions that align with client needs
• Prepare accurate sales forecasts and performance reports
• Use a variety of sales methods including cold calling, 

networking, and referrals

• Proven track record in B2B sales, preferably in 
telecommunications or a related sector

• Excellent interpersonal, negotiation, and presentation skills
• Strong understanding of sales pipelines, client relationship 

management, and sales software
• Highly self-driven with the ability to work independently and 

consistently deliver results
• Proficient in Microsoft Office Suite
• Must own a reliable vehicle and hold a valid driver’s license
• Familiarity with APUA Telecommunications products and 

services is an asset

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
(CORPORATE SALES)

VACANCY

Interested persons are asked
to apply in writing to: 
Human Resources Manager

Antigua Public Utilities Authority
Cnr. High Street & Independence Avenue

St. Johns, Antigua
OR Email: hr@apua.ag

Deadline for application is Wednesday 16th July, 2025
** Only suitable applicants will be acknowledged **

“APUA is an equal opportunity Employer”

Key duties include:

The successful candidate MUST possess the following:

Key duties include:

The successful candidate MUST possess the following:

PUBLIC RELATIONS
COORDINATOR 



WEDNESDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2023

Editor: Everton Barnes. Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua 
(268) 562-4989 Editorials and Reporting: evertonbarnes55@gmail.com; advertising: Sales@pointville.ag. 

A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup

cont’d on pg 23
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Positive start for Cutting Edge under-13s in Antigua Cup

Cutting Edge made a 
good start to their cam-
paign in the Antigua Cup 
International Youth Foot-
ball Tournament at the 
Buckley’s Primary School 
playing field on Tuesday.

Cutting Edge launched 
their campaign in the 
Under-13 Division with 
a 9-0 drubbing of host 
Young Warriors. Kamron 
Cordice, Kiran Cordice, 
Tomarey Henry, and Ni-
quan Barton each scored 
twice, while Kavita Cor-
dice converted the other 
goal for Cutting Edge.

A successful start as 
well for Lion Cub, who 
prevailed 3-1 against 
Bath United of Nevis in 
their opening encounter 
in the Under-13 Division. 
Kaden Wilman, Tremaine 
Budhoo and Trandre each 
scored once for Lion Cub.

Lion Cub also made a 
winning start to their cam-
paign in the Under-15 Di-
vision, pulling off a 3-1 
victory against Attackers 

in their opening encoun-
ter.

Keadon Stachell scored 
twice, and Miguel Payano 
converted the other goal 
for Lion Cub. Kemari 
Brodie scored a consola-
tion goal for Attackers.

Defending champions 
Bath United opened the 
defense of their title with 
a 3-0 victory against Url-
ings. Eliab Dickinson, Ja-
rondo Huggins, and Zan-
iel France each converted 
once for the Nevisians. 

Freeman’s Village 
launched their campaign 
in the Under-15 competi-
tion with a 4-0 drubbing 
of the Young Warriors in 
their opening affair.

Erik Martin scored 
twice, and Keaton Kell-
man and D’Jarie Gregory 
each converted once for 
Freeman’s Village.

Defending champions 
Bath United of Nevis be-
gan the defence of their 
Under 17 title when they 
defeated debutants Free-

town Ballers 3-0 on Mon-
day.

Jaheem Hazel, Romero 
Hanley, and Anthony Ste-
phen each converted once 
for Bath United.

Newcomers Buckley’s 
United, who replaced Jets 
after they withdrew be-
cause five of their players 
were unavailable for play-
ing because of national 
U15 team commitments, 
started on a bright note 
with a 3-0 win over Url-
ings, another first-timer.

Dennison Hodge scored 
twice, and Jaden Joseph 
converted once for Buck-
ley’s United.

Old Road, one of the 
favourites, defeated new-
comers All Saints Attack-
ers 1-0. But the game 
ended nine minutes into 
the second half because of 
fading light.

National under-17 for-
ward Greg Williams 
struck the winner by scor-
ing the only goal of the 
match for Old Road.

Four of the five goal scorers for Cutting Edge against 
Young Warriors in their opening match in the Un-
der-13 Division of the Antigua Cup at the Buckley’s 
playing field on Tuesday, July 8, 2025. From right to 
left: Kavita Cordice, Kamron Cordice, Kiran Cordice, 
and Tomarey Henry. (Photo courtesy of the Young 
Warriors FC)
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