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Prime Minister of Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Gaston 
Browne, is leading Antigua 
and Barbuda’s delegation 
to the Fourth International 
Conference on Financing 
for Development (FFD4), 
being held from 30 June to 
3 July 2025 at the FIBES 
Seville Exhibition and Con-
ference Centre in Seville, 
Spain.
The Prime Minister arrived 
in Seville on Sunday. During 
his four-day mission, Prime 
Minister Browne will ac-
tively participate in a series 
of high-level engagements 
focused on global financ-
ing, climate resilience, debt 
sustainability, and strategic 
partnerships for develop-
ment.
 On Monday, Prime Minis-
ter Browne will deliver the 
country statement during 
which he will call for urgent 
global financial reform to 
address the deep vulnerabil-
ities of Small Island Devel-

oping States (SIDS).
He is also expected to call 
for the immediate imple-
mentation of the Debt 
Sustainability Support 
Service (DSSS)—a SIDS-
led initiative launched 
through the Antigua and 
Barbuda Agenda for SIDS 
(ABAS)—to help unlock 
investment, reduce debt 
risk, and value climate resil-
ience as a financial strength.
An advanced copy of Prime 
Minister Browne’s remarks 
outlined a five-point plan, 
including adopting the Mul-
tidimensional Vulnerability 
Index (MVI) and institu-
tionalizing the SIDS Centre 
of Excellence.
On Wednesday, 2 July, 
Prime Minister Browne will 
deliver the keynote address 
at a prominent side event 
titled “Financing Devel-
opment in a Climate-Chal-
lenged World: Debt Sus-
tainability Support Service 
(DSSS),” where he will 

highlight the importance 
of restructuring the glob-
al financial architecture to 
better serve Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) 
and climate-vulnerable na-
tions. The DSSS, a mecha-
nism co-led by Antigua and 
Barbuda and the Maldives, 
is featured in the FFD4 out-
come document, the Com-
promiso de Seville.
Prime Minister Browne is 
also expected to emphasize 
that Small Island Develop-
ing States (SIDS) and other 
climate-vulnerable coun-
tries face worsening debt 
crises due to unfair financial 
systems and climate shocks. 
It is also anticipated that he 
will highlight the DSSS as a 
transformative mechanism 
developed under the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Agenda 
for SIDS (ABAS).
The Antigua and Barbu-
da leader is expected to 
announce that the DSSS 
is moving into implemen-
tation, with foundational 
work completed, partners 
identified, and regional roll-
outs planned.
In addition to participating 
in the Opening Plenary and 
General Debates, the Prime 
Minister is also confirmed 
to deliver a Special Address 
at Round Table 5: “Real-
izing a Development-Ori-
ented Sovereign Debt Ar-
chitecture” on Wednesday 
afternoon.
Throughout the conference, 
Prime Minister Browne will 
engage in several bilateral 
meetings with international 

partners including:
·	 The Director Gen-

eral of the Coalition 
for Disaster Resil-
ient Infrastructure 
(CDRI)

• The OPEC Fund
• H.E. Pedro Sánchez, 
Prime Minister of Spain
• Dr. Jarbas Barbosa da Sil-
va Jr., Director of PAHO
• Ireland’s Minister for 
International Development 
and Diaspora, Neale 
Richmond
 These engagements will fo-
cus on scholarships, climate 
finance, regional resilience 
building, health cooperation 
and advancing the mental 
health awareness agenda, 
and deepening Antigua and 
Barbuda’s diplomatic rela-
tions.
 The Antigua and Barbuda 
delegation to the Confer-
ence also includes Ambas-
sador Aubrey Webson, the 
country’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United 
Nations; Peter Abraham Jr., 
Debt Manager and Antigua 
and Barbuda’s Represen-
tative on the UN Loss and 
Damage Fund; and Claxton 
Duberry, Third Secretary at 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Mission to the United Na-
tions.
 Prime Minister Browne 
will return to Antigua on 
Thursday, 3 July 2025, fol-
lowing his departure from 
Seville on Wednesday eve-
ning.

Prime Minister Browne Attends 4th International 
Conference on Financing for Development

Prime Minister Gaston Browne and Ambassador 
Aubrey Webson, the country’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Nations. 
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Foreign Affairs Minister, E.P 
Chet Greene says Antigua and 
Barbuda does not count the suc-
cess of hosting the 55th General 
Assembly of the Organisation of 
American States simply in ‘dol-
lars and cents’.
Rather, he noted, the country sees 
hosting the three-day event last 
week as it making a contribution 
to the preservation of important 
values such as democracy and the 
maintenance of human rights.
“We don’t necessarily count the 
cost in dollars and cents even 

though I know that the delegates 
would have had an impact on our 
tourism sector. We look at this 
in terms of what it does for our 
contribution to the development 
of peace, democracy and justice 
in the Americas. That’s our first 
focus. In terms of the benefits to 
our economy and our people, two 
thousand plus delegates would 
certainly have brought added val-
ue to our economy and the name 
of Antigua and Barbuda is now 
known across the region and the 
world because of our successful 

hosting of this event. So we make 
these investments, not for short-
term benefits but for the medium 
to long-term benefits,” he stated.
He emphasized that the major 
take-away has to be that a small 
country like Antigua and Barbu-
da was able to make a significant 
contribution to the stability of the 
region on the issue of peace, de-
mocracy which are quintessential 
especially in today’s global envi-
ronment.
Minister Greene made the point 
speaking at the end-of-meeting 
press conference Friday night.
In his remarks to the closing ex-
ercises, Minister Greene noted 
that the conference had achieved 
much on several critical issues 
before the delegations.
“The General Assembly also 
produced concrete and timely 
results. We adopted important 
resolutions that strengthen hemi-
spheric cooperation in key areas 
– particularly in addressing the 
growing mental health crisis in 
the region, an urgent issue that 
demands coordinated, sustained 
action,” he stated.
He added that the General As-
sembly reaffirmed the value of 
shared memory and cultural iden-
tity through the commendation of 
significant historical milestones 
and took steps to ensure the finan-
cial sustainable and institutional 
effectiveness of the organization 
for years to come.

FA Minister Greene says Antigua and Barbuda looks beyond ‘dollars and 
cents’ to measure its successful hosting of the OAS General Assembly

Foreign Minister E.P Chet Greene and the OAS secretariat staff
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Officials of the Antigua and Barbu-
da and the hundreds involved in the 
country’s successful hosting of the Or-
ganisation of American States (OAS) 
55th Regular Session of the General 
Assembly are beaming with pride fol-
lowing the outpouring of praise and 
congratulation for a successfully exe-
cuted event.
From the Secretary General, Albert 
Ramdin, to heads of delegation and 
ordinary delegates and officials, all 
have come away with nothing but high 
marks for a country of 100-thousand 
people to have so successfully hosted 
such a prestigious international event.
Antigua and Barbuda’s Ambassador 
to the OAS, Sir Ronald Sanders was 
especially joyous when he noted that 
there has not even been one complaint 
about the organisaton and execution of 
the meeting.
“This conference was a superb accom-
plishment by Antigua and Barbuda. We 
are what is considered a micro-state, 
but we have shown, that micro-state 
we may be, what a powerful state we 

are when we are ready to deliver to the 
international community and we have 
shown it here this week. You have 
heard the responses of the delegates 
here today; not one word of criticism, 
every work was a word of praise and 
directed at the people of Antigua and 
Barbuda for making this possible,” he 
remarked. 
Sir Ronald noted that it was massive 
collaborative effort from the Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne who first 
made the suggestion, to the syner-
gies it created between the people on 
the ground here in St. John’s and the 
team in Washington working on the 
agenda. “From the level of the Prime 
Minister and the Foreign Minister, E.P 
Chet Greene, to Ambassador Anthony 

OAS delegations offer much commendation to Antigua and Bar-
buda for a ‘successful 55th Regular Session of the General Assem-
bly’ held at AUA Conference Centre
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Liverpool, who led a team of remark-
able people, many of whom were vol-
unteers; all of the agencies of govern-

ment which contributed to making this 
thing work, technically, logistically, 
and transportation wise. All of that and 

what we did in Washington, which is 
the guts of the meeting to get the dec-
larations and resolutions ready and to 
get all these people enthusiastic about 
coming here. They came; some with 
trepidation but they are leaving with a 
great feeling of happiness. Not a single 
person has made one complaint, ex-
cept, they are leaving too early. They 
all want to stay!” he declared. 
While the obvious words of congratu-
lations naturally would go to the gov-
ernment, the volunteer corps was es-
pecially singled out for their hard work 
and the efficient manner in which they 
carried out their tasks.
The consensus is that Antigua and 
Barbuda, with the facilities available 
at AUA and with the support of the 
government along with entities such 
as the volunteer corps, the country is 
well-positioned to continue hosting 
major conferences and events such as 
the just concluded OAS General As-
sembly.

Local News

PM Gaston Browne with students selected to attend opening of 
OAS General Assembly at AUA

B R E A T H T A K I N G  V I E W SB R E A T H T A K I N G  V I E W S

E N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E SE N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E S

Adventure on a guided aerial tour or charter to your next destination in style. Proudly operating the 
state-of-the-art Airbus EC130, CalvinAir’s flights combine safety, comfort and the highest calibre of service.
So soar around Montserrat’s volcano, have lunch in St. Barths, or a picnic in Barbuda. The sky is no longer the limit.

For tours or charters call 268.789.HELI or visit calvinair.com.
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Paul Spencer, the Antigua and Bar-
buda national who has worked at 
several levels of the Organisation of 
American States (OAS) in its Secre-
tariat in Washington, D.C, is retiring 
after 32 years with the organization.
Spencer’s retirement was announced 
by Foreign Affairs Minister, E.P Chet 
Greene, during the closing ceremo-
ny of the 55th Regular session of the 
OAS that was held in Antigua and 
Barbuda from June 25 to 27.
“I take this opportunity to recognize 
a distinguished national of Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Mr. Paul Spencer, 
whose service to the Organization 
of American States spans an excep-
tional 32 years. For many of those 
years, he was the only national of 
Antigua and Barbuda on the profes-
sional staff of the OAS. Throughout 
his long and dedicated career, he has 
served in many capacities, including 
as Adviser in the Office of the Secre-
tary General and as an OAS Country 
Representative.
“This General Assembly marks his 
final participation before entering 
retirement. On behalf of the Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda, I wish 
to express our deep appreciation for 
his outstanding service, profession-
alism, and steadfast commitment to 
the principles and mission of this Or-
ganization,” Minister Greene stated.
In an interview with Pointe Express 
newspaper, Spencer said his time at 
the OAS brought him in contact with 
many ‘highly intelligent’ people who 
believe sincerely in what the OAS, 
as an organization, is doing and can 
achieve.
“I have had a wonderful career work-
ing in different parts of the Secretar-
iat. I have worked in various offices 

going as high as that of the Secretary 
General as well as working in the field 
in different parts of the Caribbean in 
particular and I am retiring knowing 
that I have made some contribution 
to the Americas,” he remarked.
What’s next for Spencer? Well, his 
immediate response was; “My fam-
ily would like to see more of me.” 
He followed up by stating that he 
will likely take about six months off 
before seeking an assignment as a 
consultant or something along those 
lines.

Local News
Paul Spencer retires from the OAS after a 32-year 

career with the organization

Paul Spencer,
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Senior Bureau Official in the Bureau 
of Western Hemisphere Affairs Am-
bassador Michael Kozak completed a 
comprehensive tour of the Caribbean 
LNG Inc. facility, praising the ground-
breaking project as a testament to suc-
cessful collaboration between Ameri-
can investors, local enterprise, and the 
government of Antigua and Barbuda. 
“It’s a fantastic project,” Ambassa-
dor Kozak stated following his walk-
through of the facility. “This shows 
what can be done when you get sound 
American investors working with lo-
cal private enterprise and with the 
Government of Antigua and Barbuda. 
It all came together very, very well.” 
The Caribbean LNG Inc. terminal, 
developed through a partnership be-
tween Eagle LNG and Antigua Power 
Company Ltd. (APCL), represents a 
$50 million American investment in 
the region’s energy infrastructure. The 
tour was guided by General Manag-
er of Antigua Power Company Ltd - 
Calid Hassad, Project Engineer, Nich-
olas Saoud and other members of the 
management team of APCL.   
Chairman of Antigua Power Company 
Francis Hadeed highlighted the signif-
icant progress made, noting that “the 
relationship, the partnership with the 

American firm with LNG has been a 
success story.” Hadeed emphasized 
that the facility positions Antigua and 
Barbuda to “become an LNG hub to 
export this product throughout the 
whole region, and there’s none like it 
in the Caribbean.” 
The facility delivers significant envi-
ronmental benefits with 40% lower 
CO2 emissions, 90% lower particulate 
matter, 75% lower NOx emissions, and 
99% lower SO2 emissions compared 
to traditional heavy fuel oil. Minister 
of Energy and Public Utilities Melford 
Nicholas noted these environmental 
benefits during the facility tour, stat-
ing that the facility supports Antigua 
and Barbuda’s transition toward re-
newable energy and compliance with 
the Paris Agreement 2050 goals. 
Ambassador Kozak emphasized the 
continued commitment of the US gov-
ernment to the project and regional 
partnerships. “The American govern-
ment has been very helpful. They call 
us on a monthly basis. They send peo-
ple here, they have a keen interest in 
it,” noted Chairman Hadeed regarding 
ongoing US support 

Regional Maritime Services Expan-
sion 
The facility is positioned to serve the 

growing marine bunkering market as 
the International Maritime Organiza-
tion mandates cleaner marine fuels. 
Minister Nicholas noted that “this 
plant is positioned to become a major 
refueling stop for ships as they trav-
el across the area,” including cruise 
ships and cargo vessels transitioning 
to LNG fuel. 
The terminal positions Antigua and 
Barbuda as a unique LNG distribution 
hub for the Caribbean region. 
Unlike larger facilities in Trinidad that 
focus on major shipments, the Carib-
bean LNG facility can handle smaller 
parcels through ISO tankers carrying 
10,000 gallons, making it accessible 
to smaller island nations throughout 
the region. 
“The potential is huge for Antigua and 
Barbuda because Antigua and Barbu-
da can become an LNG hub to export 
this product throughout the whole re-
gion, and there’s none like it in the Ca-
ribbean,” explained Chairman Fran-
cis Hadeed during the Ambassador’s 
visit. “Trinidad has a huge facility, 
but they cannot do small parcels, and 
they cannot do ISO tankers that carry 
10,000 gallons.” 

US Ambassador Michael Kozak Tours Caribbean 
LNG Inc. Facility, Praises US-Antigua Partnership

Chairman of Antigua Power 
Company Francis Hadeed
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Advanced Technology and Infra-
structure 
The facility features state-of-the-art 
vaporization technology that converts 
liquid natural gas into gaseous form 
for immediate use in power genera-
tion. Project Engineer Nicholas Saoud 
guided the Ambassador through the 
technical systems, which include: 
• Advanced control room with com-

prehensive CCTV monitoring and 
automated systems 

• Pneumatic valve systems for precise 
flow control and pressure regulation 

• Redundant safety systems with mul-
tiple backup pumps (three pumps 
with only one required for opera-
tion) 

• 800-meter pipeline connecting to 
APC’s 45MW power plant 

• LNG storage tanks with 10,000 m³ 
capacity 

• Capacity for both large-scale distri-
bution and small-parcel exports via 
ISO tankers 

• Compliance with NFPA 59A and 
ASME B31.3 standards 

• Advanced safety features including 
flame and gas detection systems and 
fire hydrants 

 Final Phase Implementation 

The facility is operationally com-
plete, with final harbour dredging 
work expected to conclude by Au-
gust-September 2025. Minister Nich-
olas confirmed that the government is 
“significantly pushing right now for 
the completion of the dredging that 
will allow us to be able to benefit from 
the reduced cost of the fuel.” Once 
completed, the deeper channel will 
accommodate LNG vessels, enabling 
full-scale operations and regional dis-
tribution capabilities. 

 

Carnival Corner
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The CIBC logo is a trademark of CIBC, used under license.

Calling 
all Heroes

Nominate an Unsung 
Hero from your 
community today.

What makes a hero? 
A hero touches lives 
and makes a di�erence 
to the lives of others. 
CIBC Caribbean wants 
to reward the Unsung 
Heroes in our communities.

BD250093

Do you know someone who has been doing outstanding 
work in their community - or performed an extraordinary 
act of heroism, bravery or kindness in the last 12 months?

Help us reward them through our Unsung Heroes 
programme.
 •  Nominees must be aged 10 years or older
 •  Should not have been significantly highlighted  
   or rewarded 

Nominate a hero today!
For details on the requirements for nominees please visit 
www.cibccaribbean.com/unsung-heroes

Send nominations to unsungheroes@cibcfcib.com on or 
before July 31, 2025.

Senior Bureau Official in the Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs 
Ambassador Michael Kozak completed a comprehensive tour of 
the Caribbean LNG Inc.
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The Education Min-
ister, Daryll Matthew, 
is providing further 
insights into the deci-
sion to merge the Pares 
Secondary School and 
Glanville’s Secondary 
School, located near-
by, into one secondary 
school effective from 
September.
Speaking to reporters on 
Saturday, Minister Mat-
thew said both schools 
by themselves did not 
have ‘critical mass’ 
to justify their sepa-
rate operations, noting 
that they still required 
the full complement of 
teachers offering sub-
jects when sometimes 
there were no students.
“In order to offer prop-
er education to our stu-
dents we must have crit-
ical mass. In Glanville’s 
and in Pares, each of the 
schools about 150-160 
students. However, with 
150 students you still 
had to provide a full 
complement of teach-
ers. You need a princi-
pal, you need admin-
istrative staff and what 
ends up happening is 
that you have near emp-
ty classes while you still 
have to offer the full 
spectrum of courses to 
the students,” the minis-

ter noted.
According to the min-
ister there are multiple 
times when teachers 
only have classes with 
two students. He add-
ed that even when both 
schools are merged into 
a single school, it will 
still be the smallest sec-
ondary school in terms 
of number of students. 
“This is not the most ef-
ficient way of utilising 
our resources when you 
consider schools such 
as Princess Margaret or 
Ottos Comprehensive 
with student enrollment 
over one thousand often 
face a shortage of teach-

ers,” he explained.
Based on these circum-
stances, a recommenda-
tion was made to merge 
both schools and Cabi-
net has given its ‘green-
light’ to proceed.
The minister was quick 
to point out that efforts 
will be made to ensure 
that the merger does not 
provide any additional 
strains on the parents 
of the students who are 
effected as in one exam-
ple, students from Glan-
ville’s will receive extra 
uniform grants.
Additionally, the Minis-
try and the Board of Ed-
ucation will be upgrad-

ing the facilities at Pares 
to bring it to a standard 
comparable to that at 
Glanville’s.
Cabinet approved the 
merger after Acting Di-
rector of Education, Dr. 
Jonah Greene, informed 
the Cabinet that the 
merger was necessary 
due to the declining stu-
dent populations at both 
institutions. Glanville’s 
currently enrolls 163 
students and Pares 178 
students—figures that 
have led to unsustain-
ably small class sizes 
and underutilized sub-
ject offerings in both 
schools.

Education Minister Matthew provides insights into 
decision to merge two eastern secondary schools

Glanvilles Secondary School (GSS)

Pares Secondary School (PSS),



MONDAY 30TH JUNE 2025



MONDAY 30TH JUNE 2025

PAGE 12 Local News

Hundreds of individuals 
took advantage of the open-
ing day of the Ministry of 
Health’s multi-day health 
fair, held at the Multipur-
pose Cultural and Exhibi-
tion Centre. The event is 
being held in collaboration 
with United Hands Inc. and 
the South Leeward Confer-
ence of Seventh Day Ad-
ventists. 
The first day was dedicated 
exclusively to children aged 
12 and under and adults 60 
years and older, offering a 
safe and focused environ-
ment for two of the most at-
risk age groups.
Attendees benefited from 
a wide range of free health 
services, including general 
medical check-ups, dental 
screenings, vision assess-
ments, and other essential 
tests.
The health fair continues 
over the next three days—
July 1st, 2nd, and 3rd—
when it will be open to the 
general public. All are en-

couraged to attend and take 
advantage of the compre-
hensive health services be-

ing offered. 
Numbers are given until the 
daily capacity is reached.

Hundreds Attend Opening Day of Health Fair
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The police are investigating the cir-
cumstances surrounding two separate 
traffic accidents over the weekend that 
resulted in deaths. The accidents hap-
pened within the space of thirty-six 
hours.
The first accident happened on Friday 
afternoon along the Bethesda Main 
Road.
According to police reports the inci-
dent occurred around 3:57 p.m. in the 
vicinity Crazy’s Junk Yard involving a 
rose-coloured Toyota Vitz motor car, 
R3494, driven by 63-year-old Victor 
Ramsey, a Guyanese national who last 
resided at Villa.
Police arrived at the scene and found 
the vehicle overturned on its roof off 
the eastern side of the road. It is un-
clear at this time in which direction the 
vehicle was travelling.
The driver was transported to the Sir 
Lester Bird Medical Centre by emer-
gency personnel with severe injury to 
his left leg. Despite efforts to resusci-
tate him, he was later pronounced dead 
by a medical doctor.
The investigation into the circum-
stances surrounding the collision is 
ongoing. The police are appealing to 
anyone who may have witnessed the 
incident or has relevant information to 
contact the Freetown Police Station at 
460-4121, or the Traffic Department at 
462-0125.

The following day, the police were 
called to investigate into a fatal traffic 
collision that occurred on Sir George 
Walter Highway in the vicinity of Ro-
meo Plumbing.
The incident took place around 9:30 
p.m. on Saturday, June 28, involving 
a white Toyota Vellfire minivan driven 
by a 40-year-old male of New Win-
thorpes, and a pedestrian, identified as 
58-year-old Kendrick Hughes of Light 
Foot West.
The allegations are that the driver was 
travelling from south to north on Sir 

George Walter Highway, and upon 
passing a parked truck on the western 
side of the highway, the vehicle came 
in contact with the pedestrian. 
Emergency Medical Services arrived 
at the scene shortly after; however, the 
pedestrian succumbed to his injuries. 
He was pronounced dead at 10:46 p.m.
The Police Administration extends 
sincere condolences to the family 
and loved ones of the late Kendrick 
Hughes during this difficult time.

Two road fatalities within thirty-six hours
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Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10
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The Sir Lester Bird Medi-
cal Centre has announced 
that it has performed its 
12th successful kidney 
transplant—a moment 
filled with hope, courage, 
and life-changing impact 
for the patient and family.
For someone living with 
kidney failure, this isn’t 
just a procedure—it’s a 
second chance. It’s wak-
ing up with energy again. 
It’s more time with loved 
ones. It’s freedom.
This milestone reflects the 
power and promise of the 
Kidney Transplant Pro-
gram—the first of its kind 
in the OECS. That a hospi-
tal in a small island nation 
like Antigua and Barbuda 
can provide this advanced 
level of care at home is 
extraordinary. It means 
patients no longer have to 
travel or leave their sup-
port system to get the help 
they need.
“We’re deeply proud of 
what this says about our 
team, our country, and 
our commitment to excel-

lence.
“To our skilled and com-
passionate staff, to our 
nurses, anesthesiologists, 

nephrologists and post-op 
care team—and especially 
to Dr. Obi Ekwenna, our 
dedicated transplant sur-
geon—thank you. You are 

helping to transform lives, 
one kidney at a time,” 
SLBMC said in a state-
ment.

SLBMC completes its 12th kidney transplant – 
A milestone of hope and healing
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Twelve musicians from the Antigua 
and Barbuda Youth Symphony Or-
chestra (ABYSO) have participated in 
the Atlanta Music Project (AMP) Se-
nior Youth Orchestra Summer Tour in 
the United States.  The AMP operates 
in under-resourced communities to 
provide world-class music training and 
performance opportunities that sup-
port youth growth and development 
believing that the pursuit of musical 
excellence leads to the development 
of confidence, creativity and ambition, 
bringing together youth, family and 
community for the greater good.
 Following the launch of a new part-
nership with AMP in April 2025 which 
saw eight AMP tutors and musicians 
travel to Antigua to participate in the 
ABYSO, Inspire Youth Choir and 
Kanneh-Masons’ Playing to Inspire 7 
Concert, the ABYSO was thrilled to 
accept the offer for its musicians to 
join this 10-day Summer Tour in June 
2025.
 The ABYSO joined musicians from 
AMP, the Metropolitan Youth Sym-
phony Orchestra and the Spartan-
burg Philharmonic Youth Orchestra 
to rehearse and perform in two con-
certs in Atlanta, Georgia and Spartan-
burg, South Carolina. The rehearsals 
were led by Maestro Boris Cepeda, a 
distinguished German pianist and 
conductor and founder of the European 

Piano Academy and the Richard 
Wagner Society of Atlanta. He was 
supported by Jordan Christopher Ow
en,                   conducting fellow with 
the Spartanburg Philharmonic for the 
2024-25 season.
 The ABYSO musicians engaged in 
intense rehearsals covering repertoire 
which included Finlandia by Jean 
Sibelius, Ballade for Orchestra by 
the black British composer Samuel 

Coleridge-Taylor and Danzon No 2, 
by Mexican composer Arturo Mar-
quez. The rehearsals included section-
als and chamber music.
 The ABYSO musicians were violin-
ists Anaiah Francis, Aria Tulloch and 
Fayth Moses; violists Amari Corne-
lius and Da’Quan Christopher, cellists 
Alycia Allie and Sa’Kyah Leadeatte, 
double bassist Draeden Gibbs, clari-
nettist Zende Hazelwood, flautist Jan-
bunee Maynard, oboist Ja’Quan Chris-
topher and trombonist Gianna Calliste. 
Chaperones were the ABYSO Inspire 
Youth Choir Director Adrianne Henry 
and Operations Officer Cortez Jeremi-
ah supported by the ABYSO Health 
and Safety Officer Dr Cherie Tulloch.
 Zende Hazelwood described his ex-
perience as follows, “During our time 
rehearsing with AMP, I have learned 
much more material and many more 
techniques and notes on my clarinet 
which ultimately improved my skill. I 
also made new friends and most im-
portantly, I had fun and enjoyed my 
stay”.

 

ABYSO and the Atlanta Music Project Build on New Partnership
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Police are searching for a suspect in-
volved in a shooting incident that left a 
54-year-old woman nursing a gunshot 
wound to her leg. 
The incident took place around 12:30 
a.m. on Sunday, 29 June, outside the 
Now and Later Supermarket. 
It was reported that the woman was 
about to close her business place when 
she was accosted by an unknown 
male, who robbed her of an undis-
closed amount of money and shot her 
in her left leg.
The suspect is described as approxi-
mately 5 feet 7 inches tall and dressed 
in a grey hoodie pulled over his head.
The victim was transported to the Sir 
Lester Bird Medical Centre, where she 
is being treated. Medical personnel 
have also confirmed that her injury is 
not life-threatening.
Anyone with information that may 
assist in identifying or locating the 
suspect is asked to contact the Crimi-
nal Investigations Department at 462-
3913 or call the Crimestoppers anony-
mous tip line at 800-TIPS (8477).
The Police Administration is urging 
members of the public to remain vigi-
lant and to report any suspicious activ-
ity immediately.

Meanwhile in related news: 
The police are currently questioning 
three male suspects in connection with 
a robbery at a business establishment 
in Herberts.
The incident occurred around 8 a.m. 
on Sunday, 29 June. Shortly after re-
ceiving the report, officers intercepted 
a white Toyota Passo motor car in the 
Jonas area with three male occupants: 
a 17-year-old and an 18-year-old, both 

of All Saints, and a 30-year-old of 
Swetes. They were taken into custody 
and are assisting police with ongoing 
investigations.
The police are appealing to anyone 
who may have witnessed the incident 
or may have information that can as-
sist in the investigation to contact the 
Criminal Investigations Department 
at 462-3913 or call Crimestoppers at 
800-TIPS (8477). Further investiga-
tions are continuing.

Police investigate robbery and shooting incident at Gray’s Farm
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Founder and researcher, Tanya Am-
brose deepens commitment to ad-
vancing women’s and maternal health 

in the Caribbean and beyond. With 
grace, grit, and a deep sense of pur-
pose, Tanya Ambrose, the daughter 

of West Indies cricket icon Sir Curtly 
Ambrose, has proudly graduated with 
a Master of Public Health (MPH) from 
the renowned Arnold School of Public 
Health at the University of South Car-
olina. With a concentration in Health 
Services Policy and Management and 
a Graduate Certificate in Maternal and 
Child Health, Ambrose continues to 
position herself at the forefront of ad-
vocacy and research for health equity 
across underserved communities.
Tanya, a proud Antiguan, describes the 
journey as nothing short of transfor-
mative. “From the late nights and im-
poster syndrome to the breakthroughs 
and moments of deep growth, I’ve 
emerged stronger, wiser, and more 
grounded in my purpose,” she shared. 
As proud alumna of the Antigua Girls’ 
High School, Tanya has consistently 
leveraged her academic and profes-
sional journey to support public health 
initiatives both in her home country, 
Antigua and Barbuda and in the Unit-
ed States. 
Throughout her studies, she remained 
deeply rooted in conducting commu-
nity-based research that has informed 
maternal health programming and 
strengthened reproductive health ed-
ucation and activism. Additionally, 
Tanya holds credentials as a Certified 
Lactation Counselor, and a trained 
birth and postpartum doula, providing 
culturally competent, person-centered 
care to women and families.
Tanya’s practicum work with the 
Medical University of South Caro-
lina’s Women’s Reproductive Be-
havioral Health Division focused 
on “Improving Access to Perinatal 
Psychiatric Care: A Community En-
gagement and Policy Approach.” The 
project examined systemic gaps in 
mental health access for pregnant and 
postpartum individuals, reinforcing 
her lifelong commitment and passion 
towards maternal wellness. “This 
achievement is more than a personal 
milestone,” Ambrose reflected. “It’s 

Tanya Ambrose, Daughter of Cricket Legend Sir Curtly Ambrose, 
Earns Master of Public Health from the University of South Carolina
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the beginning of a new chapter rooted 
in intention, service, and passion. I 
carry this degree in honor of every 
girl and woman, your voice and health 
matter.”
Tanya Ambrose’s story is one of per-
severance, purpose, and legacy. As 
the Founder and CEO of Scrub Life 

Cares, a nonprofit championing men-
strual equity and reproductive health 
literacy, Tanya has led transformative 
initiatives in both the Caribbean and 
the U.S. These public health programs 
have delivered menstrual supplies 
to students, facilitated comprehen-
sive health workshops in schools and 
communities, and initiated ongoing 

dialogues around dignity, access, and 
empowerment. A fusion of her clin-
ical and nonprofit work, Tanya is the 
creator and host of the acclaimed pod-
cast “Tea with Tanya”, a space ded-
icated to whole-woman wellness and 
transformative living.
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Dominican Republic au-
thorities have extradited two 
men to the United States to 
face charges including drug 
trafficking, electronic fraud, 
and money laundering.
Ezequiel Jose Brito Paulino 
and Carlos Javier Estévez 
were handed over to US 
Marshals at the Internation-
al Airport of the Americas 
this weekend by tactical 
units from the National Di-
rectorate of Drug Control 
(DNCD).
Brito Paulino, 41, is want-
ed by a New Jersey District 
Court on charges of crimi-
nal association to distribute 
and possess one kilogram 
or more of heroin and 400 
grams or more of fentanyl.
Estévez faces accusations 
of belonging to a network 
that defrauded hundreds 
of elderly Americans out 

of millions of dollars. Ac-
cording to authorities, the 
scheme involved making 
telephone calls from the 
Dominican Republic, with 
suspects posing as relatives 
asking for financial help to 
resolve alleged traffic acci-
dent problems.

The District Court for the 
District of New Jersey is-
sued an arrest warrant for 
Estévez in January 2024 on 
charges of criminal associ-
ation to commit electronic 
and mail fraud, as well as 
money laundering resulting 
from the profits of the fraud 

scheme.
Both men were arrested in 
search and capture opera-
tions carried out in Duar-
te province and Santiago. 
(Loop Caribbean)

Regional News
Dominican Republic extradites two men to 

us on drug, fraud charges
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The Grenada government says there 
will be several restrictions in place 
when it seeks parliamentary approval 
to amend the legislation that will de-
criminalise the use of cannabis or mar-
ijuana for recreational, religious and 
medicinal use.
“We also want to make it clear that this 
will only be permissible most likely 
to persons 21 and over and there are 
still going to be significant restrictions 
on likely no smoking of marijuana in 
public, absolutely no smoking around 
educational or school institutions and 
so on,” said Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell.
Speaking on his weekly Tuesday 
“DMs with the PM” programme, 
Mitchell, who is also the Minister for 
National Security, told viewers that 
the intention of the proposed legisla-
tion is to “de-penalise” cannabis use in 
small quantities.
He said that it is also intended to per-
mit the growing of a small number of 
cannabis plants for personal purposes 
in small quantities and that the exact 
amount is going to be determined as 
part of the policy.
“We intend to establish a medicinal 
industry, a commercial as well as the 
religious and sacramental use of mar-
ijuana. So, in the case of religious and 
sacramental, certainly we are starting 
with the Rastafarian community who 
we know uses it as part of their reli-
gious practices and from an industry 
commercial perspective we are seek-

ing to enact legislation that will actual-
ly permit via a licensing and permitting 
process the growth and development 
of a medicinal marijuana industry,” 
Mitchell said.
“As part of this process we are also 
looking to have an amnesty or expung-
ing of records for persons who would 
have been convicted of possession of 
marijuana in the past, up to whatever 
is the amount we agree upon for small 

personal use,” said Prime Minister 
Mitchell, whose National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) campaigned in the 
2022 general election promising to le-
galise the use of cannabis.
“I want to emphasise that this is not 
a straightforward and simple answer 
as Grenada like most of the world is 
a signatory to certain treaties or con-
ventions addressing the use of narcot-
ics and we have to comply with our 
international obligations in relation 
to those issues as well,” he said while 
giving the assurance that law enforce-
ment will not be going after people for 
a marijuana spliff.
“We certainly don’t want our officers 
spending their time chasing someone 
for a marijuana spliff, we think there 
are better ways in which those re-
sources can be utilised,” he said while 
reiterating that several restrictions will 
be put in place. (Loop Caribbean)

Grenada: Government moving to amend 
marijuana legislation
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Prime Minister Terrance Drew has 
pledged unwavering commitment to 
seeking justice following the discov-
ery of 15-year-old Janelika Romney’s 
body and the arrest of a suspect in con-
nection with her disappearance.
The Royal St Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force confirmed that Romney’s 
body was discovered this morning at 
approximately 11:30 am in the White 
Gate area. The teenager from New 
Guinea was last seen in her school uni-
form on June 16.
In a statement released Friday, Prime 
Minister Drew expressed his profound 
grief over the tragic loss.
“It is with a heavy heart that I extend 
my deepest condolences to the parents, 
family, and friends of young Janelika. 
Her life was taken far too soon. She 
was a child, innocent, full of promise, 
and undeserving of such a tragic fate,” 
Drew said.
Police have arrested and charged 
64-year-old Selwyn Pringle, also 
known as ‘Judge,’ of Dieppe Bay, with 
kidnapping and false imprisonment in 
connection with Romney’s disappear-
ance. The scene has been secured and 
a full investigation is underway.
The Prime Minister emphasized his 
administration’s commitment to pur-
suing the case with full legal force.

“From the very beginning, I made 
it unequivocally clear that no stone 
would be left unturned in the search 
for Janelika and in the pursuit of jus-
tice for this heinous act. Today, I re-
affirm that commitment,” Drew stated.
“Let me be clear: we will continue 
to pursue justice with the full weight 
of the law. No stone will be left un-
turned.”
Drew acknowledged the collaborative 
efforts of law enforcement and com-
munity members in addressing the 
case.
“I wish to thank Commissioner Sutton, 

the Royal St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, Acting Commander Sut-
ton and the members of our Defence 
Force, our international partners, and 
the community, for their unwavering 
support and collective effort in ad-
dressing this painful matter,” he said.
The Prime Minister concluded his 
statement with a call for the tragedy 
to strengthen the nation’s resolve to 
protect its children. “May Janelika’s 
soul rest in eternal peace, and may her 
memory forever strengthen our resolve 
to protect all our children,” Drew said. 
(Loop Caribbean)

St Kitts PM vows justice after 15-year-old found dead
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Anna Wintour is stepping 
down as Vogue editor in 
chief but will retain edito-
rial control over the storied 
magazine.
The longtime Vogue power-
house is seeking a head of 
editorial content to handle 
more of the day-to-day op-
erations but is holding on to 
plenty of power to keep her 
a force at the magazine that 
built her reputation in fash-
ion, a person familiar with 
the decision said Thursday.
Wintour will remain chief 
content officer for Condé 
Nast and global editorial 
director of Vogue, said the 
person who was not au-
thorized to speak about the 
change publicly. She broke 
the news to Vogue staff in a 
meeting earlier Thursday.
The news shook the fashion 

world and Wintour-watch-
ers on social media amid 
breathless headlines that she 
was “stepping down” from 
Vogue. The new lead will 
report directly to Wintour in 
her capacity as global edito-
rial director, the person said.
As chief content officer, 
Wintour will continue to 
oversee every Condé Nast 
brand globally, including 
American Vogue, Wired, 
Vanity Fair, GQ, AD, Condé 
Nast Traveler, Glamour, 
Bon Appétit, Tatler, World 
of Interiors, Allure and 
more, with the exception of 
The New Yorker.
Wintour also oversees the 
annual Met Gala, fashion’s 
biggest night and a major 
fundraiser for the fashion 
wing of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. And she’ll 

remain involved in Vogue 
World, a traveling fashion 
and cultural event the maga-
zine began in 2022.
Four years ago, Condé 
Nast changed its editorial 
structure, bringing togeth-
er editorial teams around 
the world for the first time. 
Every market where Condé 
Nast operates has a head 
of editorial content led by 
a global editorial director. 
The new role at American 
Vogue is part of that reorga-
nization. The new structure 
has already been rolled out 
at other Vogue titles around 
the world.
The company will not seek 
an editor in chief to re-
place Wintour at American 
Vogue, replacing that title 
with the new head of edito-
rial content. The idea is to 
afford Wintour more time 
to tend to other titles in her 
portfolio.
Wintour transformed Vogue 
during her decades at the 
magazine. She was named 
creative director in 1983, 
served as editor in chief of 
British Vogue from 1985 
to 1987 then rejoined the 
American title as editor in 
chief.
She modernized the mag-
azine by featuring celebri-
ties on its covers and mix-
ing high fashion with more 
affordable street style. She 
championed emerging de-
signers, including Marc Ja-
cobs, Alexander McQueen 
and John Galliano, and 
broadened the brand’s reach 
by adding new titles around 
the world. (Loop Caribbe-
an)

Anna Wintour is seeking a new Vogue editor-in-chief 
but will maintain editorial control
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The Democratic Republic of Con-
go and Rwanda have signed a peace 
deal facilitated by the United States to 
help end decades of deadly fighting in 
eastern Congo. It will also help the US 
government and American companies 
gain access to critical minerals in the 
region.
“Today, the violence and destruction 
come to an end, and the entire region 
begins a new chapter of hope and op-
portunity, harmony, prosperity, and 
peace,” President Donald Trump told 
the foreign ministers of the two coun-
tries at a White House meeting on Fri-
day.
The agreement was signed earlier at 
the State Department’s Treaty Room 
beneath a portrait of Colin Powell, the 
first African American to hold the job 
of top US diplomat. There, Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio called it “an im-
portant moment after 30 years of war.”
The Central African nation of Con-
go has been wracked by conflict with 
more than 100 armed groups, the most 
potent backed by Rwanda, that have 
killed millions since the 1990s.
While the deal is seen as a turning 
point, analysts don’t believe it will 
quickly end the fighting because the 
most prominent armed group says it 
does not apply to it.
Many Congolese see it mainly as an 
opportunity for the US to acquire crit-
ical minerals needed for much of the 
world’s technology after their govern-
ment reached out to Trump for support 
in fighting the rebels.
Trump has pushed to gain access to 
such minerals at a time when the Unit-
ed States and China are actively com-
peting for influence in Africa.
Congo’s Foreign Minister Therese 
Kayikwamba Wagner invoked the 
millions of victims of the conflict in 
signing the agreement with Rwandan 
Foreign Minister Olivier Nduhungire-
he.

Both expressed optimism but stressed 
significant work still to do to end the 
fighting.
They, along with Rubio, lauded the 
support of the Gulf Arab nation of Qa-
tar in facilitating the agreement, which 
Doha has been working on for months 
at the request of the U.S. and others.
The agreement has provisions on ter-
ritorial integrity, prohibition of hos-
tilities and the disengagement, disar-
mament and conditional integration of 
non-state armed groups.
Asked in the Oval Office about vio-
lations of the agreement, Trump said 
he didn’t think that would happen but 
also warned of “very severe penalties, 
financial and otherwise,” if it did.
The Rwanda-backed M23 rebel group 
is the most prominent armed group in 
the conflict, and its major advance ear-
ly this year left bodies on the streets. 
With 7 million people displaced in 
Congo, the United Nations has called 
it “one of the most protracted, com-
plex, serious humanitarian crises on 
Earth.”
Congo hopes the US will provide it 
with the security support needed to 
fight the rebels and possibly get them 
to withdraw from the key cities of 
Goma and Bukavu, and from the en-
tire region where Rwanda is estimated 
to have up to 4,000 troops.
Rwanda has said that it’s defending its 
territorial interests and not supporting 
M23.

M23 rebels have suggested that the 
agreement won’t be binding for them. 
The rebel group hasn’t been directly 
involved in the planned peace deal, al-
though it has been part of other ongo-
ing peace talks.
Corneille Nangaa, leader of Congo 
River Alliance - known by its French 
acronym AFC - which includes M23, 
told The Associated Press in March 
that direct peace talks with Congo can 
only be held if the country acknowl-
edges their grievances and that “any-
thing regarding us which are done 
without us, it’s against us.”
The conflict can be traced to the after-
math of the 1994 genocide in Rwan-
da, where Hutu militias killed between 
500,000 and 1 million ethnic Tutsi, as 
well as moderate Hutus and Twa, In-
digenous people. When Tutsi-led forc-
es fought back, nearly 2 million Hutus 
crossed into Congo, fearing reprisals.
Rwandan authorities have accused the 
Hutus who fled of participating in the 
genocide and alleged that elements 
of the Congolese army protected 
them. They have argued that the mili-
tias formed by a small fraction of the 
Hutus are a threat to Rwanda’s Tutsi 
population.
Since then, the ongoing conflict in 
east Congo has killed 6 million peo-
ple, in attacks, famines and unchecked 
disease outbreaks stemming from the 
fighting. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Congo and Rwanda sign US-mediated peace deal 
aimed at ending decades of bloody conflict
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Caribbean immigration advocates 
and legislators on Friday condemned 
the United States Supreme Court’s 
decision in partially staying prelimi-
nary injunctions on President Donald 
Trump’s birthright citizenship exec-
utive order for Caribbean and other 
immigrants, sending the issue back 
to lower courts for further action.

In a 6-3 decision, the Supreme Court 
of the United States (SCOTUS) on 
Friday sided with Trump in Trump 
v. CASA, granting his request to nar-
row the multiple nationwide injunc-
tions that had blocked his Executive 
Order to end birthright citizenship. 

“By narrowing nationwide injunc-
tions, the court has opened the door 
for Trump to advance his dangerous 
and unconstitutional attempt to end 
birthright citizenship –a right clearly 
guaranteed by the 14th Amendment 
for more than 150 years,” Murad 

Awawdeh, president and CEO of 
the New York Immigration Coali-
tion (NYIC), an umbrella coalition 
of over 200 immigrant and refugee 
groups in New York, told the Carib-
bean Media Corporation (CMC). 

“This same Supreme Court never 
thought to say that the many national 
injunctions and stays that it upheld 
against the Biden administration 
were outside the judiciary’s power 
to enact,” he added. “Today’s ruling 
shows that the Supreme Court now 
operates as an extension of Donald 
Trump’s political will, empowering 
Trump to escalate his anti-immigrant 
agenda with fewer legal checks and 
threatening the safety, dignity, and 
future of millions of Americans. 

“Trump has made it clear that he will 
stop at nothing to tear immigrant 
families apart and rewrite the very 
meaning of who gets to belong in 

this country,” Awawdeh continued. 
“We will not stand by as Trump and 
his enablers undermine our Constitu-
tion to try to erase these rights of our 
communities.” 

The Congressional Black Cau-
cus (CBC) – chaired by Caribbe-
an-American Congresswoman Yvette 
D. Clarke, the daughter of Jamaican 
immigrants, who represents the 9th 
Congressional District in New York 
– also condemned the US Supreme 
Court’s ruling. 

“By limiting the federal judiciary’s 
ability to issue nationwide injunc-
tions against the Trump administra-
tion’s extremist and authoritarian 
policies, the conservative superma-
jority on the Supreme Court is once 
again bending the law to serve Presi-
dent Trump instead of defending the 
Constitution and the American peo-
ple,” said CBC in a statement. 

Advocates, legislators condemn US Supreme Court ruling 
on Birthright Citizenship for Caribbean immigrants
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“While this ruling makes it harder 
for courts to fully block the unlawful 
policies of the Trump administration, 
the judicial fight to protect birthright 
citizenship and our fundamental 
rights will continue,” CBC vowed. 
“For more than a century, a corner-
stone of our law is that those born 
on US soil are American citizens. 
President Trump’s unlawful attempts 
to nullify birthright citizenship is 
in clear violation of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, which established Afri-
can Americans as equal citizens un-
der the law. 

“President Trump has absolutely no 
authority to unilaterally write Amer-
ican citizens out of the Constitution, 
and any challenge to that notion is 
utterly fanciful,” it continued. 

New York Attorney General Letitia 
James said the US Supreme Court’s 
decision on Friday “is a profound 
and disappointing setback for the 
families who now face tremendous 
uncertainty and danger, for the mil-
lions of people who rely on the courts 
to protect their constitutional rights, 
and for the fundamental rule of law. 

“Every child born on US soil is a cit-
izen of this country, no matter which 
state they are born in,” she said. “This 
has been the law of the land for more 
than a century.” 

But James said the case “is not over,” 
expressing confidence that the case 
in defending birthright citizenship 
will ultimately prevail.

“My heart breaks for the families 
whose lives may be upended by the 
uncertainty of this decision,” she 
said. “My fellow attorneys gener-
al and I will continue to defend the 
Constitution and the common values 
that unite us.”

On January 21, Attorney General 
James and 18 other states sued to 

block the president’s “unconstitu-
tional executive order” purporting to 
end birthright citizenship. 

On February 13, the court granted 
the coalition’s motion for a prelimi-
nary injunction, which was later up-
held by the US Court of Appeals for 
the First Circuit.

On Friday, the US Supreme Court, 
the highest court in the country, par-
tially stayed the preliminary injunc-
tion, sending the issue back to the 
lower courts to narrow their order.

According to the Washington-based 
think tank Cato Institute, the 14th 
Amendment became part of the US 
Constitution 150 years ago in July 
1868. 

Among other things, the institute 
said the amendment “enshrined our 
traditional common law practice of 
granting citizenship to those born in 
the United States who are subject to 
its laws—specifically it guaranteed 
that the recently freed slaves and 
their descendants would be citizens.”

The institute also said the 14th 
Amendment also applied to the chil-
dren of immigrants, including Carib-
bean immigrants, “as its authors and 
opponents understood at the time.” 

But the Cato Institute noted that 
Trump’s immigration position paper 
“famously endorsed an end to birth-
right citizenship.” (Loop Caribbean)

Truck Driver/Porter
We are looking for a reliable and experienced driver/porter to join our team. The 
successful candidate will be responsible for driving company vehicles, ensuring 
the safe and timely transportation of goods, and maintaining the vehicles in excel-
lent condition.

Key Responsibilities:
·	 Transport a wide variety of items to customers and through different routes.

·	 Comply with driving rules and regulations as well as company policies and 
procedures.

·	 Load and unload items to vehicles using forklifts and trolleys.

·	 Observe all health, safety and hygiene rules.

Requirements:
·	 At least 3 years’ experience as a delivery driver.

·	 Hands on experience with operating forklifts and trolleys.

·	 Extensive knowledge of applicable driving rules regulations.

·	 Valid driver license to drive Box Trucks and Vans.

Suitably qualified applicants are invited to email their applications to: humanre-
sources.ntw@gmail.com on or before July 11, 2025.

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

WE ARE HIRING
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Old Stagers continue poor run, Yorkshire get first win in ASCFL

Defending champions Old 
Stagers have continued to 
struggle, while Yorkshire 
have clinched their first win 
in the All Saints Community 
Football League (ASCFL).

Old Stagers are still 
searching for their first win 
after battling to a 2-2 draw 
with Attackers in their Zone 
A encounter at the Mack 
Pond playing field in All 
Saints.

Andy Daniel scored in 
the 25th minute to give At-

tackers a one-nil lead at 
halftime, and Old Stagers 
drew level via Keith Kelly’s 
49th-minute conversion.

Jaquan Watts restored 
the lead for Attackers with 
a goal in the 52nd minute, 
but Old Stagers drew lev-
el once more and salvaged 
the draw when Lee Andrew 
snatched the equalizer with 
a 62nd-minute conversion.

Old Stagers remain sec-
ond from the bottom of the 
six-team Group A with two 

points from three encoun-
ters. Attackers advanced 
to four points after secur-
ing their first draw in three 
matches.

Yorkshire recorded their 
first win in three matches 
by snatching a 2-1 victory 
against Ovals in a Zone B 
encounter.

Devonte Geran put 
Yorkshire ahead with an 
11th-minute conversion, 
and Andre Browne scored 
an equalizer for Ovals in the 

28th minute as both teams 
reached halftime dead-
locked at 1-1.

However, Tyrik Hughes 
snatched the winner for 
Yorkshire with a conversion 
in the 38th minute.

The result allows York-
shire to advance to four 
points from three matches, 
and Ovals will remain on 
three points after suffering 
their second loss from the 
same number of encounters.

Winning start for Strictly Business in ABSCA’s T20 competition

Rackaman Construction Strictly 
Business have made a winning start 
to their campaign in the Antigua 
and Barbuda Softball Cricket As-
sociation’s (ABSCA) T20 Compe-
tition.

Strictly Business launched their 

campaign with a five-wicket victo-
ry against PMS at the Powells play-
ing field.

PMS was restricted to 101 for 
eight off their allotted 20 overs. 
Kurl Simon hit 36, and Walter Carr 
struck 26 not out. Owen Graham 
picked up two for 16, Adrian Ab-
bott took one wicket for five runs, 
and Kerry Mentore captured one 
for 14.

Strictly Business achieved victo-
ry by scoring 102 for five in 15.4 
overs. Player of the match Kim 
George slammed 47, and Melvin 
Charles struck 27. 

Kurl Simon claimed three for 22, 
and Hughan Tonge picked up one 
for 23 for PMS, who lost for the 
second time in as many games.

Marcko Inc. Buckley’s 3Js also 
opened their campaign with victory 
via default against Dredgers, who 
were unable to field a team for their 
encounter at the Dredgers playing 
field.

Meanwhile, the ABSCA is mov-

ing forward with its initiative to get 
schools across Antigua and Bar-
buda to incorporate the playing of 
softball cricket as a part of their 
curriculum.

President of the ABSCA Mandy 
Weatherhead, who is spearhead-
ing the initiative, made a presenta-
tion of two softball cricket bats to 
Principal of the Antigua Grammar 
School, Samuel Roberts, on Friday. 

In making the presentation to 
Roberts, Weatherhead was accom-
panied by secretary of the ABSCA 
Menova Govia and treasurer Robin 
Valgobin.

Friday’s presentation was made 
with the support of Johnathan Jo-
seph, Jason Mannix, and Gail Jobe.

The ABSCA plans to make a sim-
ilar presentation to each school, in-
cluding the learning institutions on 
the sister isle of Barbuda.

However, the ABSCA is seeking 
sponsorship for materials such as 
wood, varnish, and rubbers to facil-
itate the project.

The Antigua and Barbuda Softball 
Cricket Association made a pre-
sentation of two bats to Antigua 
Grammar School on Friday, June 
27, 2025. From left to right: Princi-
pal of the Antigua Grammar School, 
Samuel Roberts; Secretary of the 
ABSCA Menova Govia; Treasurer 
of the ABSCA Robin Valgobin; and 
President of the ABSCA Mandy 
Weatherhead. (Photo courtesy of 
the ABSCA)



MONDAY 30TH JUNE 2025

PAGE 30 Sports News
Chase believes questionable umpiring affected result of First Test

New West Indies cap-
tain Roston Chase believes 
questionable umpiring deci-
sions, that went against his 
side, significantly affect-
ed the outcome of the first 
Test against Australia at the 
Kensington Oval in Barba-
dos.

Chase’s comments come 
after coach Daren Sammy 
criticized the work of TV 
Umpire Adrian Holdstock 
after day two.

The hosts suffered a 159-
run loss inside three days 
after a promising opening 
day that saw them dismiss 
the World Test Champion-
ship finalists for 180, thanks 
to some excellent bowling 
from their pacers.

“This game is a frustrating 
one for me and for the team 
as well because we bowled 
them out for a relatively low 
score. We were very happy 

with that but then there were 
so many questionable calls 
in the game and none of 
them went our way,” Chase 
said in his post-match press 
conference.

“As a player, when you’re 
out there giving your all and 
fighting and then nothing is 
going your way, it could be 
heartbreaking and breaking 
a lot of momentum as well,” 
he added.

The main calls in ques-
tion came on day two when 
the hosts were responding 
to Australia’s first innings 
total. Chase and Shai Hope 
were in the midst of a 67-
run partnership for the sixth 
wicket with the score on 
139.

Chase, on 44 at the time, 
was given out leg before 
wicket off the bowling of 
Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins in the 50th over, a de-

cision the West Indies skip-
per reviewed.

The replay showed the 
ball clearly deflecting off 
the bat of Chase before 
striking him on the pad but 
Holdstock was unmoved, 
telling umpire Richard Ket-
tleborough to stay with his 
on-field decision of out.

The second decision 
came in the 58th over when 
Hope, on 48 at the time, in-
side edged a ball off Beau 
Webster that was caught by 
wicket-keeper Alex Carey.

Upon replay, however, the 
ball seemed to have hit the 
ground while Carey was in 
the process of completing 
the catch. The umpires sent 
it upstairs and fans watch-
ing at the Kensington Oval 
and around the region were 
stunned when the out verdict 
came up on the big screen.

“You see what set batters 

can do on the wicket. The 
wicket was one that, once 
you get in, you can get runs 
but the hardest part is to get 
in,” Chase said.

“Me and Shai Hope were 
going well and then, obvi-
ously, we had some ques-
tionable calls and that really 
set us back in terms of cre-
ating a big lead on the total 
that Australia set,” he add-
ed.

These decisions came af-
ter, during the Australian 
first innings, Travis Head 
edged behind to Hope who 
seemingly caught the ball, 
only for Holdstock to rule 
it not out. Head was on 53 
at the time and went on to 
make 59.

“We even had a catch 
that went against us in the 
first innings when we were 
bowling. So, you never 
know what the score could 
have been, but I don’t want 
to harp on it,” he said.

Chase called for more ac-
countability on umpires for 
poor decisions, although 
the ICC has an annual as-
sessment process in place 
which can see international 
umpires removed from the 
elite panel based on perfor-
mance.

“It’s frustrating because 
as players, when we mess 
up, when we get out of line, 
we’re penalized harshly but 
the officials, nothing ever 
happens to them. They just 
have a wrong decision or 
questionable decision and 
life just goes on,” he said.

“You’re talking about 
guys’ careers. One bad deci-
sion could make or break a 
guy’s career. I just think that 
it should be an even play-

Players of the Australian team celebrate after defeating the West Indies on 
the third day of the first cricket Test at the Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, 
Barbados on Friday, June 27, 2025. (Getty Images)
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International

Sports News
ground in terms of when 
players step out of line, 
they’re penalized. I think 
that there should be some 
penalty put in place when 
you have blatant decisions 
going against you,” he add-
ed.

Another big factor con-
tributing to the loss was the 
West Indies horrific perfor-
mance in the field, dropping 

seven catches in the match, 
the last of which came ear-
ly on the third day when 
Head was dropped by Justin 
Greaves at second slip on 21 
with Australia’s lead only 
97. He went on to make 61.

“There’s nothing I can say 
to justify the guys dropping 
the catches,” Chase, who 
dropped one himself on the 
first day, said.

“We’ve been working 
hard on the slip catches. 
Every day, we try to take at 
least 30 to 40 catches. But 
practice and in the game is 
a big difference. I just think 
it’s more a belief.

“From the time one goes 
down, I think guys tend to 
get a bit nervous and second 
guess their catching ability, 
and sometimes it can throw 

you off. But once you put 
one down, you have to look 
forward to taking the next 
one.”

The West Indies will look 
to bounce back when they 
face the Australians in the 
second Test in Grenada, be-
ginning on Thursday, July 3.

Sammy fined for breaching ICC Code of Conduct

The West Indies coach Daren Sammy 
has been fined 15 per cent of his match 
fee for breaching Level 1 of the ICC 
Code of Conduct on the second day of 
the first match of their ICC World Test 
Championship series against Australia 
in Bridgetown last Thursday, June 26.

Sammy was found to have breached 
Article 2.7 of the ICC Code of Con-
duct for Players and Player Support 
Personnel, which relates to “public 
criticism of, or inappropriate comment 
in relation to an incident occurring in 
an international match or any player, 
player support personnel, match offi-
cial or team participating in any inter-
national match, irrespective of when 
such criticism or inappropriate com-
ment is made.”

In addition to this, one demerit point 
has been added to Sammy’s disci-
plinary record, for whom it was the 
first offence in a 24-month period.

Sammy was penalized for criticising 

one of the umpires during the press 
conference at the end of the second 
day’s play. The criticism of the umpire 
related to several incidents that oc-
curred throughout the match.

Sammy admitted the offence and ac-
cepted the sanction proposed by Java-
gal Srinath of the Emirates ICC Elite 
Panel of Match Referees, so there was 
no need for a formal hearing.

On-field umpires Richard Kettle-
borough and Nitin Menon, third um-
pire Adrian Holdstock and fourth um-
pire Gregory Brathwaite levelled the 
charge.

Level 1 breaches carry a minimum 
penalty of an official reprimand, a 
maximum penalty of 50 per cent of a 
player’s match fee, and one or two de-
merit points.

Daren Sammy
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the deficit and clinched the 
second set 25-23.

Harrigan, who was in 
attendance to present the 
awards, was greatly im-
pressed. 

“I know they could play, 
but they really surprised me 
quite a bit with the quality 
of play. So the future looks 
good for them,” Harrigan 
stated.

Island Academy retained 
both female and male divi-
sion titles in the Inter-School 
Volleyball League by win-
ning the finals at the YMCA 

Sports Complex on Friday, 
March 21.

Island Academy defeated 
Christ the King High School 
2-0 in the female division fi-
nal, winning 25-18, 25-21.

Island Academy-1 de-
feated Antigua Grammar 
School 2-0 in the male di-
vision final, winning 25-17, 
25-21.

The first team of the An-
tigua Girls High School 
and the Harrison Center 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
School of Continuing Ed-
ucation (HCABSCE) each 
won bronze after the losing 
semi-finalists in both divi-

sions met in their respective 
playoffs for third places.

AGHS-1 prevailed 25-21 
and 25-20 against AGHS-
2 in the female third-place 
decider, while HCABSCE 
defeated Island Academy-2 
25-23, 19-25, and 17-15 to 
win the battle for the bronze 
medals in the male division.

All top three teams in both 
divisions were presented 
with medals and trophies. 
All the players who partic-
ipated in the two exhibition 
matches received commem-
orative trophies.

All coaches in the Minis-
try of Sports volleyball pro-

gramme were also presented 
with tokens of appreciation. 
Among them was the Coor-
dinator of the Inter-Schools 
Volleyball Competitions, 
coach Irvin Lewis, who 
thanked Harrigan and the 
ABAVA for their contribu-
tion and support.

Harrigan said the contri-
bution is part of the nation-
al federation’s mandate to 
support the overall develop-
ment of the sport.

Harrigan said the school 
system is an essential breed-
ing ground for players to 
make the transition into the 
national youth and senior 
volleyball programmes.

“We must have a feeder 
system. I have to continue 
to encourage the young peo-
ple, and without them, we 
are nothing. I am saying to 
you, for those who were not 
here to see the quality of the 
sport, they are truly missing 
something special that is 
happening with our young 
volley-ballers and their pos-
itive development,” Harrig-
an stated.

“It will take time to build 
anything of quality, and we 
are growing. I am not in 
any hurry, but we do need 
some sponsorship. So I am 
looking forward to growing 
volleyball in the schools in a 
big way.”

Sports News

Coach Randy St. Jean celebrates with players of the champion Island Acad-
emy boys and girls teams. (Photos by Elwin Francis)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Outstanding teams in inter-school volleyball league receive awards

More than two months af-
ter capturing their third con-
secutive titles in both girls 
and boys’ divisions in the 

Ministry of Sports JOMA 
Caribbean Inter-School Vol-
leyball League, reigning 
three-peat champions Island 

Academy were presented 
with their championship 
trophies.

The outstanding teams in 
the 2025 Inter-School Vol-
leyball League received 
their medals and trophies 
during the official prize-giv-
ing ceremony at the in-
door stadium at the YMCA 
Sports Complex on the eve-
ning of Thursday, June 26.

The presentation of 
awards, which were spon-
sored by President of the 
Antigua and Barbuda Ama-
teur Volleyball Association 
(ABAVA) Wilbur Harrig-
an, was preceded by two 
exhibition games between 
champions Island Academy 
and select All-Star teams.

Islands Academy proved 
their dominance of the 
school volleyball league by 
winning one and drawing 
the other exhibition match 
against All Stars teams that 
comprised players from the 
other participating schools.

In highly competitive and 
good-quality matches, the 
Island Academy girls pre-
vailed 2-0 against the fe-
male All Stars, winning 25-
15 and 25-20. But the Island 
Academy Boys champions 
were held to a 1-1 draw by 
the All Stars. 

Islands Academy took the 
opening set 25-17, but the 
All Stars, who were trailing 
by six points at one stage, 
showed tremendous fight 
and resilience to overcome 

President of the Antigua and Barbuda Amateur Volleyball Association Wil-
bur Harrigan presents medals to boys’ champs of the Inter-School Volley-
ball League Island Academy during the official prize-giving ceremony at the 
indoor stadium at the YMCA Sports Complex on the evening of Thursday, 
June 26.

President of the Antigua and Barbuda Amateur Volleyball Association Wil-
bur Harrigan presents medals to girls’ champs of the Inter-School Volleyball 
League Island Academy during the official prize-giving ceremony at the in-
door stadium at the YMCA Sports Complex on the evening of Thursday, 
June 26.
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