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Utilities Minister Melford Nicholas 
outlined a transformative vision for 
the Antigua Public Utilities Authority 
(APUA), centered on data-driven per-
formance and structural accountabili-
ty. Under his directive, every member 
of the organization—from “cook to 
captain”—will be evaluated based on 
measurable outcomes. This new re-
sults-oriented framework requires the 
APUA board to actively engage with 
management and enforce account-
ability across all divisions through 
monthly performance reviews.
Appearing on Saturday’s Browne 
and Browne show, the minister said 
this approach marks a significant shift 
from past practices, where compla-
cency and a lack of transparent per-
formance standards stifled efficiency. 
The goal, as emphasized by Nicholas, 
is to drive the organization toward ex-
cellence and responsiveness in serv-
ing the public.
Delving deeper, the Minister spoke 
candidly about the internal challeng-
es within APUA. He referenced a 
longstanding culture of complacen-
cy, comparing the organization’s en-
vironment to a “cradle-to-grave” job 
culture reminiscent of earlier decades 
at Cable & Wireless, where employ-
ees rarely left before retirement.
Nicholas emphasized his role as a 
“disruptive element” determined to 

drive revolutionary change. He ac-
knowledged that while APUA has 
provided stability for many families, 
it must now evolve to meet rising 
public expectations. To this end, new 
policy directions are being developed 
to restructure not only the water divi-
sion but also APUA’s overall service 
framework.

The Minister stated that meetings 
with senior management had already 
taken place and that a complete over-
haul in operational culture is under-
way. He reiterated that Antigua and 
Barbuda cannot afford to remain stag-
nant in the face of rapid regional and 
global shifts.

The CIBC logo is a trademark of CIBC, used under license.

Calling 
all Heroes

Nominate an Unsung 
Hero from your 
community today.

What makes a hero? 
A hero touches lives 
and makes a di�erence 
to the lives of others. 
CIBC Caribbean wants 
to reward the Unsung 
Heroes in our communities.

Do you know someone who has been doing outstanding 
work in their community - or performed an extraordinary 
act of heroism, bravery or kindness in the last 12 months?

Help us reward them through our Unsung Heroes 
programme.
 •  Nominees must be aged 10 years or older
 •  Should not have been significantly highlighted  
   or rewarded 

Nominate a hero today!
Send nominations to unsungheroes@cibcfcib.com 
on or before July 31, 2025.

BD250093

Reshaping APUA from Within



MONDAY 16TH JUNE 2025

PAGE 3

MONDAY 16TH JUNE 2025

Local News

The milestone achievement 
of reaching a daily output of 
9 million imperial gallons of 
water by APUA was not an 
accident. 
According to Utilities Min-
ister Melford Nicholas, 
the achievement was made 
possible through the imple-

mentation oof four strategic 
policy measures, or founda-
tional pillars.
He identified these as;
·	 Strong partnerships
·	 Strategic investments
·	 A renewed emphasis on 

equipping plants

·	 And perhaps most 
critically: a break from 
the culture of reactive 
maintenance

The Minister emphasized 
that historically, APUA op-
erated under a “*breakdown 
culture”—waiting until sys-
tems failed to act. However, 
the minister recalled that 
when he assumed his role in 
January 2023, he immedi-
ately requested a centralized 
reporting system. 
There was none, he report-
ed. No dashboard, no re-
al-time data. Instead, he 
had a basic daily water re-
port developed—a simple 
but powerful spreadsheet 
that now serves as the most 
important operational docu-
ment.
The Minister emphasized 
how ‘daily tracking of pro-
duction by site’—from 
Ffryes Bay to Fort James—
has empowered leadership 

to make timely decisions, 
optimize plant output, and 
identify gaps.
Minister Nicholas received 
praise for improvements at 
the Antigua Public Utilities 
Authority (APUA), partic-
ularly in water production. 
However, he was quick to 
caution that there’s still a 
long way to go.
While acknowledging that 
APUA’s recent milestone 
of achieving nine million 
gallons of daily water pro-
duction is commendable, 
the Minister conceded that 
persistent inefficiencies, 
especially coordination is-
sues between APUA and the 
Ministry of Works. He not-
ed that the recurring chal-
lenge of newly constructed 
roads being dug up shortly 
afterward due to utility in-
stallations was cited as an 
example of systemic mis-
alignment.

From 9 Million Gallons to a Culture of Maintenance

Utilities Minister Melford Nicholas,
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Prime Minister of Antigua and Bar-
buda Gaston A. Browne, participat-
ed in the inaugural Brazil-Caribbean 
Summit, held in Brasília and hosted 
by President of the Federative Re-
public of Brazil, Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva. The high-level meeting brought 
together leaders from across the Ca-
ribbean to enhance cooperation on 
shared regional and global challenges.
The Summit provided a strategic plat-
form to deepen dialogue and collab-
oration between Brazil and the Ca-
ribbean, as Brazil continues to play a 
pivotal role both as a regional power 
and a leading voice among develop-
ing nations on the global stage.
Discussions at the Summit focused on 
key issues such as trade, food securi-
ty, climate change, and the multifac-
eted crisis in Haiti.
Prime Minister Browne delivered 
an address reaffirming Antigua and 
Barbuda’s commitment to region-
al integration and climate resilience. 
He commended Brazil’s leadership 

in promoting South-South cooper-
ation and advocated for regularized 
high-level engagement between Bra-
zil and the Caribbean to jointly de-
velop policies that enhance trade, 
economic development, and citizen 
well-being.
Prime Minister Browne also welcomed 
Brazil’s role as host of COP30 in No-
vember 2025, emphasizing its histor-
ic significance as the first UN Climate 
Change Conference to be held in the 
Amazon region.
He stated, “COP30 must serve as an 
inflection point for concrete commit-
ments, particularly toward capitaliz-
ing and operationalizing the Loss and 
Damage Fund — a vital mechanism 
for vulnerable nations like ours.”
The Prime Minister also expressed 
gratitude to President Lula for Bra-
zil’s renewed diplomatic outreach to 
the Caribbean, including plans to re-
open Brazilian embassies in CAR-
ICOM member states, notably in An-
tigua and Barbuda. He further called 

for enhanced transportation connec-
tivity across the region to strengthen 
supply chains and bolster food secu-
rity.
Two major agreements were signed 
during the Summit:
1. The Brazil-Caribbean Joint Com-

muniqué, which commits to deep-
ened collaboration in areas such as 
food and nutrition security, poverty 
reduction, climate action, and sus-
tainable energy. The Communiqué 
also highlights joint support for 
initiatives like the Global Alliance 
Against Hunger and Poverty and 
the CARICOM Agri-Food Sys-
tems Agenda, along with efforts to 
improve connectivity to promote 
trade, tourism, investment, and 
cultural exchange.

2. The Brazil-Caribbean Statement 
on Climate Change and COP30, 
which underscores the existen-
tial threat of climate change 
to Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS) and calls for urgent global 
action. The Statement highlights 
COP30 as a critical moment for 
advancing bold, inclusive, and ef-
fective climate solutions.

Prime Minister Browne was accom-
panied by a delegation comprising:
·	Dr. Clarence Henry, Ambassador to 

CARICOM
·	Mr. Kurt M. Williams, Senior For-

eign Service Officer
·	Ms. Zeina Hechme, Senior Foreign 

Service Officer
The participation of Antigua and Bar-
buda in this landmark Summit reaf-
firms the country’s commitment to 
multilateral engagement and region-
al solidarity in addressing the most 
pressing development challenges of 
our time.

Prime Minister Browne Participates in Brazil-Caribbean 
Summit to Strengthen Regional Cooperation
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Governor General, Sit 
Rodney Williams, played 
a role in creation history 
when he participated in a 
first-of-its-kind event mak-
ing the official recognition 
of the vital contributions 
of Caribbean servicemen 
and women to the British 
Armed Forces.
Sir Rodney was among of-
ficials who participated in 
the landmark event held in 
London.
It should be recognized 
too that Sit Rodney did not 

merely attend the function, 
Sir Rodney Williams, Gov-
ernor General of Antigua 
and Barbuda and President 
of the West India Com-
mittee, delivered a spe-
cial message on behalf of 
His Majesty King Charles 
III to the congregation: “I 
send every possible good 
wish to those present for a 
memorable and enjoyable 
event that pays tribute to 
all the men and women of 
the Caribbean, who, over 
many hundreds of years, 
served the British Armed 

Forces with great loyalty 
and distinction.”
The commemorations in-
cluded a formal military pa-
rade followed by a Service 
of Thanksgiving Service 
at the All Hallows-on-the-
Wall, a historic 18th-cen-
tury church still in use by 
members of the Armed 
Forces. The theme of the 
event was “Respect”, pay-
ing tribute to the bravery 
and commitment of Carib-
bean soldiers who served 
the British Armed Forces 
with loyalty and distinc-
tion during World War I, 
World War II, and across 
generations.
Sir Rodney was accom-
panied by Lady Williams, 
who joined him in repre-
senting Antigua and Bar-
buda at this historic occa-
sion.

The service was organ-
ised by Mrs. Blondel Cluff 
CBE, CEO of the West In-
dia Committee, who stated 
that the Committee is com-
mitted to raising awareness 
of the significant sacrifices 
made by West Indians in 
protecting the security and 
prosperity of the United 
Kingdom. She further em-
phasized the importance of 
fostering greater respect 
for the Caribbean com-
munity and encouraging 
stronger social cohesion.
The event was attended 
by The Lord Mayor of the 
City of London, Governors 
General and representa-
tives of Caribbean nations, 
Representatives of the UK 
Ministry of Defence, and 
Caribbean military person-
nel from all ranks based in 
London.

Sir Rodney Williams helps make history in the UK

His Excellency Sir Rodney Williams reads the mes-
sage from His Majesty King Charles III during the 
Thanksgiving Service held at All Hallows-on-the-
Wall.

Group photo (left to right): Dignitaries including 
officiating priests, military representatives, third 
from left The Right Honourable Lord Mayor of 
London, Alastair King, Their Excellencies Sir Rod-
ney and Lady Williams, and at the extreme right, 
Mrs. Blondel Cluff CBE, CEO of the West India 
Committee.
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Desire Markham, the reigning Miss 
Antigua and Barbuda and Queen of 
Carnival, was officially crowned Miss 
Caribbean Universe 2025 following 
a show-stopping performance at the 
prestigious regional pageant held on 
Saturday, June 14th in St. Thomas, 
U.S. Virgin Islands.
Representing Antigua and Barbuda 
with distinction, elegance, and fierce 
confidence, Markham outshone con-
testants from across the region to 

walk away with the coveted crown. 
Her performance earned her several 
of the most prestigious awards of the 
night:
• Best Talent
• Miss Intellect- (interview) Shared 
with Trinidad and Tobago 
• Miss Regal (evening gown) 
• The People’s Choice Award
These titles, along with the ultimate 
crown, are a testament to her grace, 

eloquence, and the cultural pride she 
carried with her throughout the com-
petition.
Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Education, and the Creative In-
dustries Senator Shenella Govia, 
speaking on behalf of Minister Da-
ryll Matthew, the Government, and 
the people of Antigua and Barbuda, 
praised Markham’s performance.
“We are incredibly proud of Desire’s 
performance and had every confi-
dence she would rise to the occasion. 
I watched the pageant from start to 
finish, and I could not be more im-
pressed. Her poise, talent, and intel-
lect lit up the stage. She carried our 
flag with honour and reminded the 
region of the brilliance Antigua and 
Barbuda has to offer.”
Senator Govia also extended heartfelt 
gratitude to the people of Antigua and 
Barbuda and supporters worldwide 
for rallying behind Markham.
“Special thanks must go to every 
Antiguan and Barbudan who voted 
and supported Desire throughout her 
journey. One thing about us as a peo-
ple we will always show up, stand to-
gether, and demonstrate the power of 
our unity when it matters most. Your 
votes made a difference, and The 
People’s Choice title is a reflection of 
that.

Desire Markham Crowned Miss Caribbean Universe 2025
Antigua and Barbuda’s Queen of Carnival captures the regional 
crown in St. Thomas, USVI

Dearie Markham, moments 
after she was crowned Miss 
Caribbean Universe

Miss Caribbean Universe, Desrie 
Markham of Antigua and Barbu-
da
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The Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda announces that Cordel 
Eden Alexander Josiah and Daniel 
Harrison have been formally rec-
ognised by His Majesty King 
Charles III in the 2025 Birthday 
Honours for their exceptional ser-
vice and contributions to the nation 
and the wider Commonwealth.
Cordel Josiah has been award-
ed the Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire (O.B.E.) for his 
outstanding contributions to public 
administration and community 
development. With a career span-
ning decades in the public service, 
Josiah has played a pivotal role in 
strengthening institutional gover-
nance and community engagement 
in Antigua and Barbuda.
Daniel Harrison has been awarded 
the Member of the Order of the Brit-
ish Empire (M.B.E.) in recognition 
of his unwavering commitment 
to philanthropy. Through years of 
charitable work both locally and 
across the Commonwealth, Har-
rison has significantly impacted 
health, education, and youth em-

powerment initiatives, leaving a 
lasting legacy of generosity and 
civic responsibility.
Prime Minister Gaston Browne 

commended both honourees for 
their exemplary service, noting 
that their recognition is not only a 
personal achievement but a reflec-
tion of the values and potential of 
the people of Antigua and Barbu-
da. “These awards underscore the 
global impact of Antiguans and 
Barbudans who dedicate their lives 
to public good. On behalf of the na-
tion, I extend heartfelt congratula-
tions to Mr. Josiah and Mr. Harrison 
for their well-deserved honours.”
The Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda celebrates these recogni-
tions as a proud moment for the na-
tion, reaffirming its ongoing com-
mitment to nurturing excellence, 
leadership, and service among 
its citizens. 

Two people named on King’s Birthday honours’ list

Cordel Josiah Daniel Harrison
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John Thomas, Jr., a veteran 
finance leader with more 
than 25 years of experience 
in global aviation finance, 
has been named Chief 
Financial Officer of Fly-
House, further strengthen-
ing the company’s leader-
ship bench as it accelerates 
its global growth strategy. 
Thomas is widely regarded 
as a transformative finan-
cial executive with a track 
record of driving perfor-
mance in complex, multi-
national aviation environ-
ments. He has held senior 
leadership roles at British 
Airways, Etihad Airways, 
Silverhawk Aviation, and 
most recently served as 
Group CFO of Elevate Avi-
ation Group. His career is 
defined by large-scale val-
ue creation, helping scale 
companies from $500 mil-
lion to $3.5 billion in an-
nual revenue, delivering 
over $350 million in cost 
savings, and executing en-
terprise-wide efficiency 
initiatives that improved 
core operating perfor-

mance by more than 100%. 
At Etihad Airways, Thom-
as spearheaded a multi-
billion-dollar financial re-
structuring that realigned 
global operations and po-
sitioned the airline for sus-
tainable long-term growth. 
At Silverhawk Aviation, he 
architected a profitability 
turnaround, doubling oper-
ating margins in under two 
years through disciplined 
financial stewardship and 
operational refinement. 
Most recently at Elevate 
Aviation Group, he de-
veloped and implemented 
capital strategies that fu-
eled rapid M&A activity 
and supported the compa-
ny’s aggressive expansion 
trajectory. These outcomes 
go beyond financial opti-
mization; they demonstrate 
Thomas’s rare ability to 
translate complex capital 
strategies into bold, scalable 
operational performance. 
FlyHouse’s decision to 
bring Thomas on board is a 
strategic one. As the com-
pany scales its technology 
platform, expands interna-
tionally, and continues re-
shaping the economics of 
private aviation, Thomas’s 
expertise in disciplined cap-
ital management, investor 
reporting, and global FP&A 
will be critical to navigating 
this next phase. His appoint-
ment signals FlyHouse’s 
commitment to building a 
financial organization ca-
pable of supporting long-
term enterprise value and 
public-market readiness. 

“FlyHouse represents a rare 
intersection of innovation, 
operational excellence, and 
market timing,” said Thom-
as. “I’m looking forward to 
building on its strong foun-
dation and helping unlock 
the next chapter of growth.” 
CEO Jack E. Lambert, Jr. 
added: “John’s leadership 
isn’t just proven, it’s built 
for scale. His ability to in-
tegrate financial strategy 
with operational execution 
across international mar-
kets makes him the ideal 
partner as we enter this next 
phase. FlyHouse is grow-
ing fast, and John gives us 
the structure, experience, 
and insight to grow smart.” 
Thomas earned a postgrad-
uate credential in Mergers 
& Acquisitions from the 
Stanford Graduate School 

of Business, a B.S. in Eco-
nomics, Management & 
Accounting from the Uni-
versity of the West Indies, 
and an A.S. in Economics 
and Law from the Univer-
sity of Cambridge. He is 
a Certified Management 
Accountant and a mem-
ber of both the Institute of 
Management Accountants 
and the Association for 
Financial Professionals. 
With Thomas’s appoint-
ment, FlyHouse is reinforc-
ing its vision to lead the next 
era of private aviation—
supported by a world-class 
financial foundation and 
a leadership team built to 
scale.
Thomas is a native of An-
tigua and Barbuda. He is 
the son of John and Victo-
ria Thomas of Marble Hill. 

Antigua and Barbuda national lands top finance 
job in an American aviation company

https://www.goflyhouse.com/
https://www.goflyhouse.com/
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The Victory Center, a school 
for children with different 
needs, came alive on Thurs-
day, June 12, as students, 
families, and staff gathered 
for the school’s annual Tal-
ent Show. The event, held at 
People’s Place, showcased 
the students’ remarkable 
creativity and confidence 
and was a vibrant celebra-
tion of the end of the school 
year. 
Dressed to impress and 
beaming with excitement, 
students took to the stage 
to share a variety of per-
formances. The audience 
was treated to a lively mix 
of singing, dancing, poetry, 
and even stand-up comedy. 
The students showcased 
their outstanding perfor-
mances while the audi-
ence encouraged them with 
cheers. Former students 
were also welcomed back 
to the stage. Liam Wint had 
the crowd in stitches with 

his debut stand-up comedy 
routine. Rayanna captivated 
the audience with her grace-
ful dance performance, 
while Junique and AJ’s duet 
had the crowd swaying with 
their melodious harmonies. 
Adding to the entertainment 
were occupational Therapy 
students from the Universi-
ty of Alberta with two dance 
renditions. The show also 
featured a touching story-
telling moment by Teacher 
Jahmorla, who captivated 
listeners with a heartwarm-
ing story about diversity 
and inclusion. Teacher Sa-
mantha delivered a moving 
tribute to the Victory Cen-
ter students with her rendi-
tion of “You Decorated My 
Life.” 
The performances were met 
with enthusiastic applause 
and cheers, reflecting the 
supportive spirit of the Vic-
tory Center community. The 
event closed with a special 
presentation of end-of-year 

certificates and tokens to 
the students, acknowledg-
ing their hard work and 
achievements throughout 
the academic year.  
This year marks the school’s 
13th anniversary since open-
ing its doors, and each year, 

families, friends, and neigh-
bouring communities look 
forward to the annual talent 
show. Students’ talents are 
displayed, and those in at-
tendance are reminded that 
“different is a great thing to 
be”. 

Victory Center Hosts Annual Talent Show

Students showing off their talents in Victory 
School’s Talent Show.

Fun for all at Victory School’s Talent Show
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Representatives of an or-
ganization known as the 
United Ancient Indige-
nous Enlightened Nations 
are currently meeting An-
tigua and Barbuda in what 
they described as their 
summit.
While here, the group 
has engaged in a number 
of activities including 
paying a courtesy call on 
high ranking officials of 
His Majesty’s Prison as 
Bishop Browne, Chair-
man of the Prison Visiting 
Committee pilots the vi-
sion to introduce inmates 
to “Restorative Yoga” in 
an effort to boost the ef-
fective rehabilitation of 
prisoners. Ambassador 
Moksh, a humanitarian, 
steeped in the disciplines 
of Yoga, stands ready to 
give support to the ini-
tiative ONLY to the ex-
tent suggested by Bishop 
Browne and his team. 
Meanwhile, the group 

presented Bishop Browne 
an award for Interfaith 
Cooperation and Global 
Harmony on an occasion 
of special significance 
for the United Ancient 
Indigenous Enlightened 
Nations (UAN) as they 
Summit in Antigua and 
Barbuda.
Among those congratu-
lating Bishop Browne is 
Governor General, Sir 
Rodney Williams who 
wrote, “I extend warmest 
congratulations to you on 
being conferred with the 
Kailasa Mitra Award in 
recognition of your dis-
tinguished service to In-
terfaith Cooperation and 
Global Harmony. 
“This prestigious hon-
our, bestowed during the 
historic Summit of the 
United Ancient Indige-
nous Enlightened Nations 
(UAN) recently held in 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
marks a moment of sig-

nificance, not only for 
you personally but for the 
wider community of faith 
leaders and peacebuilders 
who gathered for the spe-
cial occasion. 
“As Governor General, 
I am pleased that one of 
our own has been inter-
nationally recognised for 

fostering unity and under-
standing across religious 
and cultural lines.”  
In response, Bishop 
Browne stated, “I am 
truly grateful and hum-
bled to have received this 
award.”

UAIEN delegation convenes meeting in Antigua and Barbuda

Ambassador Moksh makes presentation to Su-
perintendent of Prison, Col Trevor Pennyfeather

Members of the UAIEN delegation with Bishop 
Charlesworth Browne and officials of HM Prison

Section of the UAIEN meeting taking place at 
the MultiPurpose Cultural Centre in St. John’s
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The High Commission of 
India accredited to Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Dr Amit 
Telang, presented cricket 
kits to the Coolidge Cricket 
Ground, Cricket West In-
dies and Leeward Cricket 
Academy in Antigua and 
Barbuda as part of the High 
Commission’s outreach to 

cricket institutions in the 
country.
The initiative has been un-
dertaken with support from 
M/s Ashoka Buildcon, one 
of the prominent Indian in-
frastructure companies now 
active in many continents 
across the world including 
in South America and Ca-

ribbean. The initiative was 
supported by prominent 
cricketing legends like Sir 
Richie Richardson, Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s good-
will Ambassador for forging 
closer people to people con-
tacts between the people of 
India and Caribbean. 
Speaking at the handing 
over ceremony, High Com-
missioner highlighted that 
cricket is one of the import-
ant bridge connecting India 
and Caribbean promoting 
friendship and bilateral rela-

tions. Sir Richie Richardson 
also echoed the sentiments 
and recalled the cricketing 
ties between India and An-
tigua and Barbuda.
The High Commission and 
the Office of Hon. Consul 
Vijay Tewani will continue 
to work with the Govern-
ment of Antigua and Bar-
buda to promote deeper 
ties between India and the 
twin-island nation which 
share a longstanding mutu-
ally beneficial partnership.

Indian officials present cricket kits cricket 
institutions in Antigua and Barbuda

From left to right: Indian High Commissioner 
Dr.Amit Telang, Vernon Springer, Indian Honorary 
Consul Vijay Tewani and Sir Richie Richardson
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Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10
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Feature

By Dr. Curtis B. Charles

In just seven days, some of the 
world’s brightest minds in artifi-
cial intelligence and healthcare 
will gather right here in Antigua 
and Barbuda for the 2nd Annu-
al AI Research Conference at 
the University of the West Indies 
Five Islands Campus. But make 
no mistake—this isn’t just an-
other academic talk shop. It’s a 
front-row seat to what’s already 
happening across our hospitals, 
clinics, and communities.
One of the sessions stirring plen-
ty of buzz is titled “Healthy Fu-
tures: AI for Sustainable Caribbe-
an Healthcare.” Now, that might 
sound like something far off in the 
future—but AI is already work-
ing behind the scenes in places 

you wouldn’t expect. It’s spotting 
disease outbreaks before they 
spread, helping doctors diagnose 
faster, and even guiding policy 
decisions. Quietly, but powerful-
ly, it’s reshaping our healthcare.
The panel will be led by Dr. 
George Mansor, a respected re-
gional health voice, and features 

some real heavy-hitters in the 
space.
Dr. Michael Lingzhi Li, a Har-
vard professor and Chief Data 
Scientist at Waffle Labs, brings 
cutting-edge insight into how hos-
pitals can use machine learning to 
predict things like ER overcrowd-
ing or supply shortages—tools 

AI and healthcare; the future is now

Director of Academic Studies at 
the University of the West In-
dies FIC, Dr. Curtis Charles
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that could help us avoid chaos 
during the next health crisis.
Representing the frontline is Dr. 
Cherie Tulloch, a practicing OB-
GYN right here at Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre. She knows 
firsthand the struggles our doctors 
face every day. Her take? AI isn’t 
about replacing our healthcare 
workers—it’s about supporting 
them, especially when resources 
are tight.
And if you know Caribbean public 
health, you’ll know the name Dr. 
James Hospedales. The former 
Executive Director of CARPHA, 
he’s long been a champion of us-
ing data to guide how we tackle 
regional health challenges—from 

Zika to chronic diseases. With AI 
tools getting sharper by the day, 
he believes we have a real chance 
to strengthen our health systems 
if we act smart and move fast.
But here’s the thing: for all its 
promise, AI is not magic. It needs 
local expertise. It needs invest-
ment. And most of all, it needs 
buy-in from our people—nurs-
es, teachers, community leaders, 
even you reading this right now.
This panel will make the case that 
AI in Caribbean healthcare isn’t 
optional anymore. It’s necessary. 
Whether it’s using predictive 
models to manage dengue season, 
or improving how we track med-
icine inventory, AI can help. But 

only if we put it to work for us.
The future is knocking. Will we 
answer?
The conference runs June 22–
23 at UWI Five Islands. Come 
see what’s possible. Bring your 
questions, bring your curiosi-
ty—and most of all, bring your 
Caribbean pride.

Dr. Curtis B. Charles, Ph.D. is 
an MIT graduate and Data Sci-
entist. He is currently Director of 
Academic Affairs, UWI Five Is-
lands Campus, Antigua and Bar-
buda

Feature

B R E A T H T A K I N G  V I E W SB R E A T H T A K I N G  V I E W S

E N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E SE N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E S

Adventure on a guided aerial tour or charter to your next destination in style. Proudly operating the 
state-of-the-art Airbus EC130, CalvinAir’s flights combine safety, comfort and the highest calibre of service.
So soar around Montserrat’s volcano, have lunch in St. Barths, or a picnic in Barbuda. The sky is no longer the limit.

For tours or charters call 268.789.HELI or visit calvinair.com.
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By Garfield Joseph 
There’s a saying that “many hands 
make light work,” yet in Antigua and 
Barbuda, and even among our dias-
pora in places like New York, Florida 
and Georgia, we often find ourselves 
working in silos—distrustful, divid-
ed, and disengaged from one anoth-
er. Meanwhile, we watch as other 
nationalities—Jamaicans, Guyanese, 
Dominicans—come together, support 
each other’s businesses, and build 
thriving communities both at home 
and abroad. Why is it so hard for us to 
do the same?
This article is not about blame. It’s 
about reflection. It’s about under-
standing the motivations behind our 
behaviours—both positive and nega-
tive—and choosing a better path for-
ward.
The Heart of the Matter
The Bible tells us in Jeremiah 
17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked: who 
can know it?” This verse speaks to the 
root of many of our struggles. Our be-
haviours—how we treat one another, 
how we speak about each other, how 
we support or sabotage—are often 
driven by the condition of our hearts.
We forget the biblical imperative 
found in Matthew 7:12: “Do unto oth-
ers as you would have them do unto 

you.” Instead of lifting each other up, 
we tear each other down. Instead of 
celebrating each other’s successes, we 
criticize, gossip, and complain.
Understanding Behaviour: Positive 
vs. Negative
Positive behaviour is any action that 
builds up, encourages, and promotes 
unity. It includes:
·	Offering constructive feedback
·	Respecting others’ opinions
·	Supporting local businesses
·	Giving credit where it’s due (“giving 

Jack his jacket”)
·	Collaborating rather than competing
These behaviours are essential in ev-
ery area of life—at work, at home, at 
church, and even at play. They lead to 
harmony, productivity, and mutual re-
spect.
Negative behaviour, on the other 
hand, is destructive. It includes:
·	Criticizing without cause
·	Complaining without offering solu-

tions
·	Cheating, lying, and gossiping
·	Disrespecting others
·	Sabotaging others’ efforts
Then there’s passive-aggressive be-
haviour—perhaps the most danger-
ous of all. It wears the mask of pos-
itivity but hides malicious intent. It’s 
the smile in your face followed by 
slander behind your back. We’ve all 
experienced it. Some of us have even 
practiced it.
The Brain Drain: A Loss of Trust
Many of our brightest minds go abroad 
to study, full of hope and ambition to 
return to contribute to their country’s 
development. But far too often, they 
choose not to return—not because 
they don’t love their country, but be-
cause they fear rejection, jealousy, 

and sabotage from their own people. 
They worry that their ideas will be dis-
missed, their efforts undermined, and 
their character attacked.
Ironically, these same individuals 
flourish abroad in even more com-
petitive environments. Their talents 
are recognized, their skills are valued, 
and their contributions are celebrated. 
What others see as assets, we too often 
treat as threats.
The Politics of Division
We must also confront the toxic cul-
ture of political division and character 
assassination. Too many are motivat-
ed to publish the worst stories about 
people and our beloved country, not 
realizing—or not caring—about the 
damage done to individuals and to 
our national image. We must ask our-
selves: to what end?
Political rivalry should never come at 
the expense of national unity. We can 
disagree without being destructive. 
We can critique without condemning. 
We can hold each other accountable 
without tearing each other apart.
A Better Way Forward
The good news, we don’t have to fol-
low this playbook of division. We can 
choose our attitudes. We can manage 
our behaviours. We can decide to build 
up rather than to tear down.
And here is the biblical indicative 
found in Galatians 6:7, “Whatsoev-
er a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” That is to say their time will 
come, for better or for worse, accord-
ing to their deeds.  Somethings are bet-
ter left in the hands of the almighty. 
The moral imperative is clear: choose 
the good path. Let us take inspiration 
from our national anthem: “Each en-
deavouring, all achieving.”  This is 
not just a poetic line—it’s a call to ac-
tion. It’s a vision of what we can be-
come if we work together.

Together We Rise: Confronting the Culture of Division
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A Word to the Diaspora
To our brothers and sisters living 
abroad—in Brooklyn, in the Bronx, 
in Atlanta—we see the same patterns. 
While other Caribbean communities 
rally around their own, we often fail to 
support each other. We open business-
es and expect strangers to support us, 
while our own people walk past with-
out a second glance.

Let’s change that. Let’s be intention-
al about supporting Antiguan and 
Barbudan businesses, initiatives, and 
dreams—whether we’re at home or 
abroad.
Conclusion: Answering Duty’s Call
We are a small nation with a big heart. 
But we must guard that heart. We must 
choose to act with kindness, integrity, 
and unity. Let us create a culture of 

lifting up rather than tearing down. Let 
us be known not for our divisions, but 
for our solidarity.
Let us answer duty’s call—not just in 
words, but in action. Let us live out the 
anthem we sing with pride: “Raise the 
standard! Raise it boldly! Answer now 
to duty’s call.”
The choice is ours. Let’s begin today.
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The steel pans beat and the rhythms rise,
As the Caribbean sun lights up our skies.

From Point to Pigotts, you’ll hear the screams,
We’re dancing in waste-free carnival dreams.

Feathers fly and glitter gleams,
Masqueraders live their gleaming dreams.

Antigua’s heart in every scene,
But let’s keep it lush, let’s keep it clean.

Itz a Vybzz — that’s 2025,
We jam and jump, we feel alive!

But what’s the vybzz if trash is high?
If bottles pile and plastics lie?
So as we whine and soca play,

Let’s rethink how we fete each day.
Let’s bring our cups, let’s ditch the foam,
Let waste-free dreams become our home.

From Queen of Carnival to Parade of Bands,

Let’s take a stand with cleaner hands.
What if “party done” left not a mess,

But footprints of joy and nothing less?
No single-use in our vendors’ line,
Reusable forks? That sounds fine!
Bins for bottles, cans and more,

Let’s recycle right from shore to shore.
Antigua sweet, oh yes indeed,

She gives us all we’ll ever need.
So why not give her love in turn?
Let garbage not be what we burn.

 
The trucks roll by with sound and might,
But let’s make sure we treat waste right.

The landfill grows — a nation cries,
But change begins when we all rise.

Waste-free dreams, they’re not too far,
They start with you, they start right yar.

Waste-Free Carnival Dreams
(A Rhyming Ode to Antigua’s 2025 Carnival - “Itz A Vybzz”)
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Bring your bottle, say no to straws,
Be the change that earns applause.
In Carnival City and on the road,

Let’s lighten Mother Nature’s load.
Reuse, reduce, rethink your waste,
Let vibes be clean and full of taste.
“Itz a Vybzz!” we chant and say,

So let that vybzz show us the way.
To vibes with meaning, purpose, flair,
Where party sweet and Earth gets care.

Imagine jouvert at sunrise bright,
And not a plastic bag in sight.
Instead, we see a sea of pride,

With eco-warriors side by side.
 

From t-shirt bands to calypso kings,
Let’s celebrate what action brings.
No cups tossed carelessly around,

But cleaner fetes with conscious sound.

Yes, Antigua — you set the pace,

Your Carnival, a sacred space.
So let’s protect this cultural beam,

And live those waste-free carnival dreams.
 

This Carnival, don’t just wear the theme,
Live it bold — let’s chase the dream.
“Itz a Vybzz” — now make it green,

Join the clean-up, keep it serene.
Sign up, show up, lend a hand,

Let’s build a cleaner, greener land.
Sort your waste, reuse your gear,

Let’s keep this island bright and clear.
For every jump and every scream,

Push forward that waste-free dream.
With music high and spirits strong,

Let’s vibe for Earth all Carnival long.

Antigua Carnival — we rise as one,
But when the last road march is done,

Let’s leave behind no plastic streams…
Only footprints, love, and waste-free dreams.



MONDAY 16TH JUNE 2025



MONDAY 16TH JUNE 2025

PAGE 21

MONDAY 16TH JUNE 2025

Anti-drug agents in the Do-
minican Republic have un-
covered a unique smuggling 
operation involving co-
caine concealed inside the 
platform soles of women’s 
shoes destined for London.
The National Directorate 
of Drug Control and Public 
Prosecutor’s Office made 
the discovery during routine 
inspections at a DR Postal 
Institute facility, where of-
ficers were checking pack-
ages scheduled for interna-
tional shipment.
A canine unit alerted of-
ficers to a suspicious box 

containing several pairs 
of women’s shoes. Upon 

closer examination, agents 
found eight sheets impreg-

nated with cocaine cleverly 
hidden inside the platform 
soles of four pairs of slip-
pers. The seized substance 
weighed more than one ki-
logram.
The package was report-
edly sent by a woman with 
an alleged address on Juan 
Alberto Ozoria Street in 
Santo Domingo and was ad-
dressed to a man claiming 
residence at Trinity Close 
House in London, England.
The matter is under investi-
gation. (Loop Caribbean)

Regional News
Dominican Rep: Authorities discover 

cocaine hidden in shoes

A Jamaican man who was wanted in 
connection with multiple counts of 
sexual intercourse with a minor has 
been charged following his deporta-
tion from the United States.
The accused is 28-year-old Sanjay 
Walsh, otherwise called “Sicky”, a 
forklift operator from Connecticut, 
USA.
Having sexual intercourse with a per-
son under six is an offence under Ja-
maican law and is distinct from the 
offence of rape.
Walsh was arrested and charged upon 
arrival at the Norman Manley In-
ternational Airport on Wednesday, 
confirmed Superintendent Anthony 
Wallace, head of the St Mary police 
division. “Walsh was deported to Ja-
maica and met by local law enforce-
ment officers who executed a warrant 
of arrest upon his arrival.
The charges stem from alleged in-
cidents that occurred between No-

vember 2017 and January 2018 in 
Tremolesworth, Highgate, St Mary, 
involving a then 15-year-old girl.
According to police, the complainant, 
who is now 23, reported that she met 
Walsh in 2016 and developed a rela-
tionship with him. It is alleged that 

they engaged in sexual intercourse on 
multiple occasions during the period 
in question.
A formal report was later made to the 
police, resulting in a warrant being 
issued for Walsh’s arrest. (Jamaica 
Gleaner)

Deported man charged with multiple counts 
of sexual intercourse with a minor
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Finance Minister Daven-
dranath Tancoo has instruct-
ed the Central Bank to halt 
printing of the new $100 
polymer bill which features 
Trinidad and Tobago’s rede-
signed coat of arms with the 
pan in place of Columbus’ 
ships.
“I confirm that I have in-
structed the Central Bank to 
immediately cease all activ-
ity associated with the print-
ing of any new bills bearing 
the new coat of arms,” Tan-
coo told the Sunday Express 
yesterday via WhatsApp.
However, Tancoo said he 
was not at liberty to disclose 
the reason for the decision 
at this time.
In its most recent Strategic 
Plan, published in April, 
the Central Bank stated the 
newly designed note was 
expected to enter public cir-
culation by October.
However, according to a 
statement from the Bank 
yesterday, that timeline has 
now been shelved.
“Following a request by the 
Minister of Finance to sus-
pend printing of any new 
notes with the revised coat 
of arms until further notice, 
the Central Bank instruct-
ed the contracted banknote 
printer to cease any work re-
lated to the printing, prepa-
ration and designing of the 
2025 series hundred dollar 
denomination,” the Central 
Bank stated.
The suspension comes amid 
signs of a potentially tense 
relationship between the 
Central Bank and the Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar adminis-

tration.
On Friday, the Prime Minis-
ter instructed Tancoo to dis-
patch the Auditor General to 
conduct an audit of the Cen-
tral Bank’s accounts.
The move followed frustra-
tion expressed by Auditor 
General Jaiwantie Ramdass 
over difficulties in auditing 
the country’s public financ-
es, which led to her issuing 
a disclaimer of opinion on 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Pub-
lic Accounts for the second 
consecutive year.
Ramdass, in her report, ex-
plained that at the heart of 
the issue was a lack of ac-
cess to critical Government 
financial data managed by 
the Central Bank of Trini-
dad and Tobago.
Although the Ministry of 
Finance approved an audit 
of the Electronic Cheque 
Clearing System and the 
GoAnywhere Platform—
two systems used to process 
Government transactions—
the Central Bank denied 
permission for the audit to 
proceed.
The Auditor General no lon-

ger functions as the external 
auditor for the Central Bank 
of T&T.
This is the second time that 
Trinidad and Tobago’s new 
$100 polymer bill has been 
postponed.
The note was originally 
scheduled for rollout in De-
cember 2024, but that plan 
was pushed back due to the 
former People’s National 
Movement government’s 
decision to redesign the na-
tional coat of arms.
The current $100 polymer 
note, which was introduced 
in December 2019, remains 
in circulation as the first in 
the country’s suite of poly-
mer banknotes.
On August 18, 2024, for-
mer prime minister Dr 
Keith Rowley announced 
at a PNM convention that 
the three ships representing 
Christopher Columbus on 
the country’s coat of arms 
would be replaced with the 
pan, the national instrument.
Following legislative ap-
proval in both the House of 
Representatives and the Sen-
ate, the National Emblems 

of Trinidad and Tobago 
(Regulation) (Amendment) 
Act, 2025 was proclaimed 
by President Christine Kan-
galoo on February 25.
The act provides for the 
replacement of the Colum-
bus-era ships with a gold 
pan and pan sticks.
It also permits the continued 
use of the former coat of 
arms until January 1, 2026, 
or a later date, as prescribed 
by ministerial order.
The Central Bank said the 
redesign of the $100 note 
would come at no additional 
cost to the public purse.
“The new coat of arms was 
integrated into the design 
of the upcoming TT$100 
banknote at no additional 
cost. With the finalisation 
of the change in the coat 
of arms to incorporate the 
steelpan in early 2025, the 
Central Bank worked with 
De La Rue International Ltd 
to reflect this adjustment to 
an important national sym-
bol in the planned banknote. 
De La Rue’s designers were 
able to accommodate this 
modification, and the notes 
are expected to be ready for 
public distribution by Octo-
ber 2025,” it stated.
In addition to the updated 
coat of arms, the note was 
also expected to feature a 
larger security strip incor-
porating enhanced banknote 
technology.
These included “among oth-
er things, the Bird of Para-
dise in iridescent ink in a 
larger see-through ‘window’ 
with holographic elements”, 
it stated. (Trinidad Express)

Tancoo halts printing of new $100 bill
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This week’s G7 summit in Can-
ada will be dominated by war 
- only not one of those that the 
world leaders had expected.
High on the agenda had been 
Russia’s war against Ukraine 
and Donald Trump’s tariff war 
against America’s trading part-
ners.
Instead the three-day gathering 
in the Rocky Mountains of Al-
berta will inevitably be focused 
on war in the Middle East.
Israel’s decision to attack Iran 
will force the Group of Seven 
western powers to spend less 
time on other issues and instead 
discuss ways of managing the 
conflict.
Like so many of their discussions, 
that will involve Britain, France, 
Germany and Italy - along with 
Canada and Japan - seeking to 
influence the United States.
For although Israel might have 
launched these strikes without 
explicit American support, the 
US president is the only leader 
with real leverage over Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
The G7 leaders, due to arrive 
in Canada on Sunday, know the 
global security and economic 
risks if this conflict escalates, 
dragging in other countries, 
sending oil prices soaring.
Yet they may struggle to achieve 
a common position. Some, such 
as UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer and President Emmanu-
el Macron of France, have called 

for restraint and de-escalation.
But others such as Japan’s Prime 
Minister, Shigeru Ishiba, have 
condemned Israel’s attack as “in-

tolerable” and “extremely regret-
table”. For his part, Mr Trump 
praised Israel’s strikes as “excel-
lent”. (BBC News)

Israel-Iran conflict set to dominate G7 summit
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Doctors in India say 270 
bodies have been recovered 
from the site of Thursday’s 
plane crash in Ahmedabad.
The London-bound aircraft 
crashed into a residential 
area shortly after take-off 
killing all but one of the 242 
passengers and crew mem-
bers, a 40-year-old British 
man.
Officials have also been try-
ing to establish how many 
people were killed on the 
ground and have been con-
tinuing the slow process of 
matching DNA samples to 
confirm the victims’ identi-
ties.
Vigils honouring the dead 
have taken place across In-
dia and the UK.
India’s Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB) 
is leading the inquiry into 
the cause of the crash, 
helped by teams from the 
US and UK.
On Friday, a black box was 
found at the site of the crash 
which India’s civil aviation 
minister, Ram Mohan Naidu 
Kinjarapu, said would “sig-
nificantly aid the inquiry” 
into the disaster.
Less than 60 seconds af-

ter leaving Ahmedabad’s 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel International Airport, 
the plane lost altitude and 
crashed into a building that 
was used as doctors’ accom-
modation at the BJ Medical 
College and Civil Hospital.
On Saturday, the President 
of the Junior Doctors’ As-
sociation of the college, Dr 
Dhaval Gameti, confirmed 
the hospital had received the 
bodies of 270 victims.
Of those, 241 are believed 
to be passengers and crew 
of Flight AI171.
More than thirty victims 
have also been formally 

identified using DNA sam-
ples provided by relatives.
According to data by track-
ing website, Flightradar24, 
the Boeing Dreamliner 
787-8 was 11 years old 
and had operated 25 flights 
from Ahmedabad to Lon-
don Gatwick in the past two 
years.
In response to Thursday’s 
crash, India’s aviation 
regulator, the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA), ordered additional 
safety checks on Air India’s 
Boeing 787-8 and 787-9 
fleet, describing it as a “pre-
ventive measure”.

India’s Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi spent around 
20 minutes walking around 
the site of the plane crash on 
Friday.
He also visited the hospital 
to meet some of those in-
jured in the disaster, includ-
ing the sole plane survivor 
Vishwashkumar Ramesh, 
later saying that “the entire 
nation is praying for their 
speedy recovery”.
Air India CEO Campbell 
Wilson also went to the 
crash site on Friday and de-
scribed the visit as “deeply 
moving”. (BBC News)

Air India plane crash death toll rises to 270
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Hundreds of law officers fanned out 
across a suburb in the US state of 
Minneapolis in pursuit of a man who 
authorities say posed as a police offi-
cer and fatally shot a Democratic state 
lawmaker in her home on Saturday.
Governor Tim Walz has called the 
shooting “a politically motivated as-
sassination”.
Authorities say the same suspect also 
shot and wounded a second lawmaker.
Democratic former House Speaker 
Melissa Hortman and her husband, 
Mark, were killed in their Brooklyn 
Park home. Senator John Hoffman, 
also a Democrat, and his wife, Yvette, 
were injured at their Champlin ad-
dress, about nine miles away.
The early morning attacks targeting 
lawmakers in the northern suburbs of 
Minneapolis prompted warnings to 
other elected officials around the state 
and the cancellation of planned “No 
Kings” demonstrations against Presi-
dent Donald Trump.
Authorities say the suspect had “No 
Kings” flyers in his car and writings 
mentioning the names of the victims 

as well as other lawmakers and offi-
cials, though they could not say if he 
had any other specific targets.
The shootings happened at a time 
when political leaders nationwide 
have been attacked, harassed and in-
timidated during a time of deep politi-
cal divisions.
“We must all, in Minnesota and across 
the country, stand against all forms of 
political violence,” Walz, a Democrat, 
said at a news conference. “Those re-
sponsible for this will be held account-
able.”
Two people familiar with the matter 
identified the suspect as 57-year-old 
Vance Boelter. The people could not 
publicly discuss details of the ongoing 
investigation and spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on condition of anonymity.
Law enforcement has recovered sever-
al AK-style firearms from the suspect’s 
vehicle, and he’s believed to still be 
armed with a pistol, one of the people 
familiar with the matter told the AP.
The shootings are the latest in a series 
of violent attacks against lawmakers 
across parties in recent years.

In April, a suspect set fire to the home 
of Democratic Pennsylvania Governor 
Josh Shapiro, forcing him and his fam-
ily to flee the building during the Jew-
ish holiday of Passover. The suspect 
told law enforcement that he planned 
to beat Shapiro with a small sledge-
hammer if he found him, according to 
court documents.
In July 2024, the Republican Trump 
was grazed on the ear by one of a hail 
of bullets that killed a Trump sup-
porter. Two months later, a man with 
a rifle was discovered in some shrub-
bery near the president’s golf course in 
Florida and arrested by Secret Service 
agents.
Other high profile attacks in recent 
years have included a 2022 hammer 
attack on the husband of then-House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi inside their San 
Francisco home, and a 2020 plot by 
anti-government extremists to kidnap 
Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
at her vacation home and start a civil 
war.
Senate Democratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer said Saturday that he has 
asked Capitol Police to “immediately 
increase security” for Minnesota Sen-
ators Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith, 
both Democrats.
Schumer said he had also asked Sen-
ate Majority Leader John Thune, a Re-
publican from South Dakota, to hold 
a briefing for senators on member se-
curity.
“Condemning violence is important 
but it is not enough,” Schumer said in 
a post on X. “We must also confront 
the toxic forces radicalizing individu-
als and we must do more to protect one 
another, our democracy, and the values 
that bind us as Americans.” (Jamaica 
Gleaner)

Authorities still searching for suspect in 
‘assassination’ of US state lawmaker
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Blackhawks make winning start in defense of ABCA’s Super40 Cup

Defending champions 
PIC Insurance Liberta 
Blackhawks made a suc-
cessful start in their quest 
for a fourth consecutive An-
tigua and Barbuda Crick-
et Association’s (ABCA) 
Super40 Cup limited overs 
championship on Saturday.

The Blackhawks soared 
to a commanding 57-run 
victory against the Pigotts 
Crushers in their opening 
round Zone A encounter at 
the Ball Beef playing field 
in Liberta.

The Blackhawks made 
258 for seven off their allot-
ted 40 overs after losing the 
toss and being sent in to bat. 
Hayden Walsh Jr. slammed 
53 off 43 balls, including 
six fours and two sixes.

Opener Kofi James ham-
mered 45 off 28 balls, in-
cluding four sixes and four 
fours; Joshua Thomas hit 
36 off 43 balls; Deran Ben-
ta cracked 34 off 43 balls; 
captain Rahkeem Cornwall 
struck 31 off 24 balls; and 
Elroy Francis Jr. scored 29 
off 38 balls.

Captain Kadeem Henry 
captured three for 23, and 
Vishal Gobin picked up two 
for 44.

In reply, the Pigotts 
Crushers were dismissed 
for 201 in 35.4 overs. Amahl 
Nathaniel cracked 53 off 58 
balls, including four fours 
and a six. Jewel Andrew hit 
52 off 27 balls, including 
six fours and three sixes, 
and Joshua Grant scored 39 
off 55 balls.

Hayden Walsh Jr. bagged 
three for 32, Elroy Fran-
cis Jr. claimed two for 19, 
Rahkeem Cornwall picked 
up two for 20, and Oshane 
Thomas captured two for 
48.

All Saints Pythons, Em-
pire Nation, and the Jen-
nings Tigers also made 
winning starts to their cam-
paigns in the Super40 Cup.

All Saints Pythons over-
came WES Rising Sun 
Spartans by five wickets 
in their Zone A affair at the 
Mack Pond playing field in 
All Saints.

Rising Sun Spartans were 
dismissed for 170 in 36 
overs after winning the toss 
and electing to bat. Open-
er Jahiem Norde struck 
42, Hilroy Andrew scored 
36, skipper Kerry Mentore 
made 31, and Royal Rich-
ards hit 23. 

Captain Kenrick Scott 
claimed three for 21, Ka-
deem Josiah took two for 
27, Justin Robinson picked 
up two for 33, and Demetri 

Lucas captured two for 48.
All Saints Pythons 

achieved victory at 171 for 
five in 22 overs. Kenricj 
Scott hammered an unbeat-
en 58 off 52 balls, including 
eight fours, and Michael 
Haynes Dover hit 57 off 54 
balls, with seven boundar-
ies. There was also a contri-
bution of 36 extras, includ-
ing 20 wides and 12 byes.

Empire Nation crushed 
Tertiary Institutions & 
Schools by 75 runs in their 
Zone B encounter at the 
Factory Ground. Set 184 to 
win, Tertiary Institutions & 
Schools were bundled out 
for 108 in 22.5 overs.

Only three batsmen 
managed to reach double 
figures, and there was a 
contribution of 28 extras, 
including 26 wides. Tayari 
Tonge hit a top score of 
26, opener Vonde Bowers 
struck 23 off 20 balls, and 
last man Kjay Parker made 
12.

Damian Lowenfield 
snapped up four for 25, 

JQuan Athanaze claimed 
three for 16, and leg-spinner 
Micah McKenzie picked up 
two for 11.

Empire Nation made 183 
all out in 28.2 overs after 
winning the toss and opt-
ing to bat. JQuan Athanaze 
struck 55 off 64 balls, in-
cluding seven fours, and 
George Elvin scored 27 off 
32 balls.

Isaiah Attwood and Kjay 
Parker each picked up three 
for 36, and Xanden Hobson 
captured two for 27.

The Jennings Tigers re-
corded a 43-run victory 
against the Bolans Blasters 
in their Zone B match at the 
Jennings playing field.

The Jennings Tigers made 
193 for nine off their 40 
overs after winning the toss 
and electing to bat. Mat-
thew Miller hit 58, Glen-
ton Williams struck 32 off 
36 balls, and Jahiem Africa 
scored 27. 

Richie Thomas captured 
four for 28, and Javaughn 
James claimed two for 35.

In reply, the Bolans Blast-
ers were dismissed for 150 
in 36 overs. Orlando Pe-
ters and Winston Nelson 
each made 28, opener Peter 
Bellanfanti struck 26, and 
Hughan Tonge scored 20.

Zavier Freeland snapped 
up three for 17, left-arm 
spinner Glenton Williams 
grabbed three for 18, and 
Grayson Cuffy picked up 
three for 29.

2024 ABCA Super40 Cup champions PIC Insur-
ance Liberta Blackhawks
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West Indies beat Ireland to win T20I series

Evin Lewis turned back the clock 
with a blistering 91 off 44 balls to 
lead the West Indies to a resound-
ing 62-run win over Ireland in the 
third and final T20 International at 
Bready Cricket Club on Sunday, 
clinching the three-match series 1-0 
after the first two games were aban-
doned due to rain.

Batting first after Ireland elected 
to field, the West Indies piled up a 
mammoth 256 for five — their high-
est T20I total against Ireland — with 
Lewis at the heart of the carnage.

The left-handed opener smashed 
seven fours and eight sixes, racing 
to a half-century in just 23 balls be-
fore narrowly missing out on a hun-
dred.

He shared a punishing 122-run 
opening stand in 63 balls with cap-
tain Shai Hope, who contributed a 
fluent 51 from 27 deliveries, striking 
four fours and four sixes. The pair 
took the attack to the Irish bowlers, 

bringing up the century stand inside 
nine overs.

Hope was the first to fall, caught 
off Barry McCarthy in the 11th over. 
Lewis followed two overs later, sky-
ing a catch to Stirling off left-arm 
spinner Matthew Humphreys, who 
was the pick of the Irish bowlers 
with two wickets for just 16 runs in 
his four overs.

Rovman Powell (2) and Shimron 
Hetmyer (15) fell in quick succes-
sion, but Keacy Carty kept the mo-
mentum going with an unbeaten 49 
off 22 balls, which included four 
fours and four sixes.

He combined with Jason Holder 
(18) for a 39-run stand and closed 
the innings with Romario Shepherd, 
who blasted 19 not out from six 
balls, including three sixes, to take 
West Indies to an imposing total.

Ireland’s bowlers were put to the 
sword, with Liam McCarthy con-
ceding eighty-one runs in his four 

overs — one of the most expensive 
spells in T20I history.

Set a daunting 257 for victory, Ire-
land’s chase began with promise but 
quickly fell apart. Captain Paul Stir-
ling struck a couple of boundaries 
before falling for 13 in the second 
over, caught by Powell off Holder.

Ross Adair and Harry Tector 
launched a counterattack, adding a 
101-run stand in 54 balls that brief-
ly threatened to make a game of it. 
Tector smashed four fours and two 
sixes in his 38 off 25 balls, while 
Adair top-scored with 48 from 36, 
hitting three fours and four sixes.

But the stand was broken when 
Roston Chase trapped Tector lbw in 
the 11th over, sparking a collapse. 
Lorcan Tucker (one) fell soon after, 
caught off Akeal Hosein, who also 
removed George Dockrell (15) and 
Ross Adair to finish with three for 
27.

Holder returned to dismiss Tim 
Tector (seven) and Barry McCarthy, 
while Shepherd accounted for the 
latter with a sharp catch by Lewis.

Ireland never recovered, despite 
a late flurry from Mark Adair, who 
struck thirty-one off fourteen balls, 
including four sixes, and Liam Mc-
Carthy, who ended unbeaten on six-
teen.

The West Indies rotated their 
bowlers effectively, with Hosein, 
Holder (two for 49), Shepherd (one 
for 23), and Chase (one for 16) all 
among the wickets. Ireland closed 
on 194 for seven — a spirited total, 
but well short of the target.

West Indies captain Shai Hope bats against Ireland during the 
third T20 International in Bready, Ireland, on Sunday, June 15, 
2025. (Getty Images)
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South Africa Women beat West Indies to level ODI series

South Africa Women pro-
duced a fine all-round per-
formance to secure a 40-run 
win over the West Indies 
Women at the 3ws Oval on 
Saturday and tie their three-
match One-Day Internation-
al Series at 1-1.

The tourists posted 309 
for nine from their 50 overs 
after being asked to bat first 
by West Indian captain Hay-
ley Matthews on a sunny 
day at the UWI Cave Hill 
campus.

All but four of South Af-
rica’s batters on the day got 
starts but Sune Luus and 
Nondumiso Shangase were 
the only two to register 
half-centuries.

Luus, batting at number 
four, top scored with 76 off 
just 65 balls, including eight 
fours while Nondumiso, 
who batted one spot higher, 
hit four fours and two sixes 
on her way to a 48-ball 55.

Annerie Dercksen (37), 
Marizanne Kapp (32), 
captain Laura Wolvaardt 
(28), Chloe Tryon (28) and 
Tazmin Brits (26) also made 
solid contributions to what 
ended up being a winning 
total.

Afy Fletcher was the best 
West Indian bowler on the 
day with four for 64 from 
her 10 overs of leg spin, 
while the skipper partnered 
her well with two for 47 
from her 10 overs.

The West Indies then made 
a decent effort of the chase 
but lost wickets at crucial 

intervals before ultimately 
being dismissed on the lass 
ball of the innings for 269.

Matthews led the charge 
with 56 off 58 balls at the 
top of the order, including 
nine fours, while vice-cap-
tain and wicket-keeper She-
maine Campbelle was the 
next highest scorer with 53 
off 58 balls, including four 
fours and a six.

All-rounder Chinelle Hen-
ry also played a good hand 

with 39 but, unfortunately 
for the hosts, no other batter 
was able to get past 20.

Left arm spinner Nonku-
luleko Mlaba was excel-
lent on her way to figures 
of four for 33 from her 10 
overs, while pacer Mari-
zanne Kapp picked up two 
for 42 from her six overs in 
support.

The series decider will be 
played at the same venue on 
Tuesday.

South Africa’s Sune Luus celebrates after reach-
ing a half century against the West Indies women 
during the second ODI at the 3Ws Oval in Cave 
Hill, Barbados on Saturday, June 14, 2025. (Getty 
Images)



MONDAY 16TH JUNE 2025

PAGE 31

MONDAY 16TH JUNE 2025

Sports News

Sports News

Injured Smith going with Australia to West Indies

LONDON (AP) — Star batter Steve 
Smith and his dislocated finger are go-
ing with Australia to the Caribbean.

Smith doesn’t need surgery on the 
compound dislocation to his right pin-
kie from the World Test Championship 
final at Lord’s, captain Pat Cummins 
said on Saturday.

But Smith’s appearance in the three-
Test series against the West Indies 
starting on June 25 in Barbados re-
mained a major doubt.

“I’d say first test maybe unlikely and 
then go from there, but it’s a bit early 
just to tell,” Cummins said.

Smith became the highest non-En-
glish run-scorer in tests at Lord’s and 
was hurt at a decisive moment in the 

final against South Africa on Friday.
Standing at first slip and closer to 

the wickets than usual, his finger was 
smashed by an edge off South Af-
rica captain Temba Bavuma and he 
dropped the catch. Bavuma was on two 
and went on to 66 in a match-winning 
stand with opener Aiden Markram, 
who scored 136.

Smith’s finger should heal in two 
weeks and he could play depending on 
his tolerance for wearing a splint. He 
has to wear the splint for eight weeks, 
which encompasses the entire series.

Cummins was grateful that the West 
Indies tests — their opening series in 
the 2025-27 WTC cycle — mean they 
don’t have long to lick their wounds 
after losing the final by five wickets 
inside four days.

“To make these finals, it’s normal-
ly off the back of being really strong 
at home, but you’ve got to win some 
away series too,” Cummins said.

“We’ve got a good chance to do 
that straight away. A three-test-match 
series out there, it means we’re into 

some really important cricket.
“So, in some ways, it’s good we get 

to dust ourselves off and turn around 
in a couple of weeks and start looking 
ahead to the next one. That’s one of 
the good things about the World Test 
Championship, every test series and 
every test match feels like you’re play-
ing for something significant.”

Cummins said they naturally want 
to be in the 2027 final but the make-
up of what is an aging team has to be 
balanced between giving new talent a 
chance while trying to win matches, 
with an Ashes home series coming up 
in November. It wouldn’t surprise if 
there are test retirements after that.

“It does feel like a little bit of a fresh 
start,” Cummins said. “Fast forward 
a couple of years, you start thinking 
about who’s going to win. Hopefully 
if we make the final, who’s going to be 
in that? Do we want to get some games 
into them? Do we feel like now is the 
right time to change? Or do you hold 
with the team that got us to the final?

“A new WTC cycle in some ways 
does feel like a bit of a reset.”

Australia’s Steve Smith, left, 
and bowling coach Daniel Vet-
tori watch players warm up 
before the start of play on day 
four of the World Test Cham-
pionship final between South 
Africa and Australia at Lord’s 
cricket ground in London, Satur-
day, June 14, 2025. (AP)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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ABAVA wraps up Division 1 League competitions

Both men’s and women’s 
Division 1 competitions of 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Amateur Volleyball Asso-
ciation’s (ABAVA) Local 
Club League came to an end 
at the indoor stadium at the 
YMCA Sports Complex on 
Saturday evening.
Newly crowned champions 

ABI Insurance and Cool and 
Smooth Pytonz completed a 
perfect unbeaten season in 
the Men’s Division 1 com-
petition with a 3-0 victory 
against dethroned defending 
champs Stoneville.
The Pytonz took an hour 

and 26 minutes to record 
their 12th win in as many 
games in the seven-team 
round-robin league with a 
27-25, 25-17, and 25-23 vic-
tory against Stoneville, who 
finished in the runners-up 
spot with a record of eight 
wins and four losses from 
their quota of 12 games.
The Pytonz also claimed a 

3-0 victory against the In-
vaders in their penultimate 
game in the league.
The Pytonz recorded their 

25-7, 25-7, and 25-12 victo-

ry against the Invaders in an 
hour and nine minutes.
The result also ensured that 

the Invaders finished their 
campaign in fifth place after 
slumping to their eighth de-
feat from their quota of 12 
games.
Vernon G. Edwards High 

Flyerz won their last two 
matches to finish their cam-
paign in fourth place in the 
Men’s Division 1 competi-
tion.
The High Flyerz were 

awarded a 3-0 (25-0, 25-
0, 25-0) victory via default 
against the Renegades, who 
finished their campaign sec-
ond from the bottom of the 
standings after slumping to 
their 10th loss in 12 match-
es.
The High Flyerz also re-

corded a 3-1 victory against 
their colleagues, Phoenix 
High Flyerz, in an hour and 
15 minutes in their penulti-
mate match of the league.
After forfeiting the open-

ing set 25-0, the High Fly-
erz stormed back to prevail 
25-15, 25-21, and 25-19 to 
finish their season with a re-

cord of seven wins and five 
losses from their quota of 12 
matches.
The result ensured that the 

Phoenix High Flyerz fin-
ished in the cellar after suf-
fering their 11th loss in 12 
encounters.
However, Cool and Smooth 

and JOMA Caribbean Da 
Squad, who clinched their 
fourth consecutive Wom-
en’s Division 1 title, suf-
fered their only blemish in 
another dominating season 
in a 3-0 loss by default to 
Starz 1 Seniors in their final 
league encounter on Friday.
Starz 1 Seniors were 

awarded a 3-0 (25-0, 25-
0, 25-0) victory against Da 
Squad, who finished their ti-
tle-winning campaign in the 
six-team round-robin league 
with a record of nine wins 
and a loss from their quota 
of 10 matches.
Starz 1 Seniors clinched 

the runners-up spot in the 
Women’s Division 1 League 
with a record of seven wins 
and three losses.
However, the ABAVA has 

suspended its President’s 

Cup competition, which is 
usually held immediately 
after the completion of the 
round-robin league.
According to the ABAVA, 

the President’s Cup, which 
will involve the top four 
teams in both men’s and 
women’s competitions, will 
be held sometime later this 
year.
The suspension of the 

President’s Cup is to facil-
itate the preparation of the 
senior men’s national team 
to participate in the 2025 
NORCECA 28th Men’s Pan 
American Cup in Mexico in 
August.
The competition, which is 

a qualification competition 
for three major competi-
tions in 2026 and 2027, will 
take place in Guanajuato, 
Mexico, from August 24 to 
September 1.
It is a qualifier to the 2026 

Men’s PanAmerican Cup, 
the 2026 NORCECA Men’s 
Continental Championship, 
and the 2027 Panamerican 
Games, as well as providing 
national teams with FIVB 
world ranking points.

2025 Women’s Division 1 champions Da Squad 2025 Men’s Division 1 champions Pytonz
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