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Minister of Social and Ur-
ban Transformation, Raw-
don Turner, is inviting 
vendors who operate their 
businesses near the Woods 
Centre to meeting next 
week to discuss issues re-

garding their operation.
On Tuesday, the Minister 
paid a in-person visit to the 
area and handed out a letter 
of invitation to the vendors 
urging them to attend the 
meeting. “What works for 

one person may not work 
for the other, so there needs 
to be an open discussion on 
the way forward regarding 
the vending. I don’t want 
to come and design some-
thing or offer any solution 

without engaging the ven-
dors. There is room for 
significant improvement 
and I want to have that dis-
cussion with every person 
who makes a living here so 

Government wants to regulate vending at the Woods Centre
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that we can come to an un-
derstanding and find solu-
tions to the situation here 
because in all honesty, we 
cannot continue like this,” 
he remarked.
The letter from the minis-
ter reads: “You are invited 

to a meeting on Monday, 
2nd June 2025, at 10:00 
AM in the Conference 
Room of the Ministry of 
Social and Urban Trans-
formation, located on Fri-
ars Hill Road.
This meeting has been 
called to discuss the cur-

rent state of the informal 
vendor area at Woods 
Pond. As you are aware, 
the condition of the space 
has raised concerns from 
various quarters, includ-
ing public health, safety, 
and aesthetics. It is import-
ant that we have an open 
dialogue about these con-
cerns and explore possible 
next steps together.
Your presence and input 
are highly valued, and 
we look forward to a con-
structive and respectful ex-
change.
Thank you for your atten-

tion and cooperation.”
Already, several of the ven-
dors have expressed a will-
ingness to work along with 
the minister in his efforts 
to uplift the standard of 
vending in the area noting 
that they too are concerned 
about many of the things 
raised by the minister.
According to Minister 
Turner there are no firm 
plans for the area, but he 
wants to have the input 
from the vendors so that 
these can inform whatever 
decisions are finally agreed 
upon.

Local News

con’t from pg 2
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The planned development to turn the 
Fort Barrington area into a cultural 
tourist attraction, will see Antigua and 
Barbuda nationals getting a part of the 
ownership of the project.
A Jamaican company, Chukka Ca-
ribbean Adventures, has received the 
greenlight from the government to 
undertake the project with an estimat-
ed US$5 million investment.
Tourism Minister Charles Fernandez 
has announced that the government 
has asked that twenty-percent of 
the ownership must be reserved for 
local involvement. This is part of the 
government’s drive to encourage local 
investment in tourism and similar 
projects.
Fernandez said representatives from 

the company were in St. John’s last 
week for discussions with the gov-
ernment and he expects work to 
commerce shortly. He noted that the 
architects are also here working on 
the conceptual and other drawings.
The tourism minister underscored the 
authenticity of the company, noting 
that they recently took over the man-
agement of ‘The Caves’ in Barbados. 
“For them (the Barbados government) 
to sign over the control of The Caves, 
tells you that this is a serious compa-
ny,” he stated.
He also announced that Chukka Ca-
ribbean Adventures have been having 
discussions with archaeologist, Dr. 
Reginald Murphy, as the government 
is keen on having the historic and 
other features of the area preserved.

Fernandez confirmed that construc-
tion is set to begin shortly, with the 
initial phase expected to open by 
November or December. He attribut-
ed early delays to tidal measurement 
discrepancies, which have since been 
resolved.
The US$5 million project will trans-
form the historic Goat Hill site into 
an entertainment and adventure park, 
combining heritage preservation with 
enhanced access to its beach and 
nearby caves. 
Chukka Caribbean Adven-
tures, a leading Jamaican nature-
tour operator, has a track record of 
developing major attractions across 
the region. The Fort Barrington 
initiative marks its latest expansion, 
aiming to boost both tourism and 
local engagement.

Nationals to get a chance to own part 
of the Fort Barrington project

Tourism Minister Charles Fernandez

https://web.facebook.com/antiguahotels
https://antiguanewsroom.com/chukka-caribbean-to-create-entertainment-amusement-centre-in-antigua/?swcfpc=1
https://antiguanewsroom.com/chukka-caribbean-to-create-entertainment-amusement-centre-in-antigua/?swcfpc=1
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The project where the Gilbert Ag-
ricultural and Rural Development 
(GARD) Centre is providing funding 
for neighbouring schools to undertake 
hydroponic initiatives is now into the 

second phase at the Pares Secondary 
School.
On Tuesday, Executive Director of the 
GARD Centre, June Jackson, was on 
hand as students and agricultural sci-

ence teachers at the school officially 
launched the system where recycled 
water is being used to produce lettuce. 
“This is the second phase of the proj-
ect that we launched several weeks 
ago where a donor agency provided 
the funds to install the systems at the 
Pares Secondary, Glanville’s Second-
ary and prisoners involved the reha-
bilitation programme. Today, we are 
now going to see the hydroponic unit 
being put into use with the assistance 
of Adrian Bowen, the facilitator who 
conducted the training on how to con-
struct the system from the ground up,” 
she remarked.
Jackson reminded the students of the 
importance of monitoring the system 

GARD Centre launches second phase of 
hydroponic project at Pares Secondary
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and the need for record-keeping as 
this is part of the project and one of 
the requirements of the ministry of ag-
riculture.
Agricultural Science teacher, Andrea 
Edwards-Browne explained that one 
of the requirements for inclusion in 
the project was that the students had 
to be intimately involved in all phases 
of the project. “We got our students 
from third to fifth form together and 
went off to GARD Centre for training 
so that we could be part of technolo-
gy in agriculture, this hydroponic sys-
tem. We are proud that Pares Second-
ary is one of the first schools on the 
island to have a working hydroponic 
system that has been gifted to us by 
the GARD Centre and the donor agen-
cy, GIF,” she stated.
Principal of the school, Letitia Law-
rence, who signed the agreement on 
behalf of the school when the project 
was launched earlier, expressed her 
appreciation to the GARD Centre for 
the gift of the hydroponics unit. “It is 
not only going to be a tool, it also sym-
bolizes progress, it’s a symbol of inno-
vation, it’s an avenue through which 
we see our students being equipped 

with vital tools and skills that will en-
able them to engage in a fast-paced 
changing world of technology and 
innovating so we are very grateful to 
the GARD Centre and to GIF for this 

initiative,” she emphasized.
Representative from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Carol-Faye George, of-
fered words of encouragement to the 
students to continue to work along 
with the agricultural science teachers 
as the country moves towards achiev-
ing food security and food sovereign-
ty.
Project Facilitator, Adrian Bowen said 
it is important that there are structures 
in place to accommodate teaching ag-
ricultural science in the schools. He 
said the hydroponic system serves 
that purpose.

Local News
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The Eastern Caribbean Amalgamated 
Bank (ECAB) has officially launched 
the ECAB Aspiring Leaders Scholar-
ship, during a ceremony held on Tues-
day, May 27, 2025, at the University 
of the West Indies (UWI) Five Islands 
Campus.
 This is a groundbreaking scholarship 
program, the first of its kind from a 
private financial institution in Anti-
gua and Barbuda, offering full tuition 
coverage for the duration of the recipi-
ent’s three-year undergraduate studies 
at the UWI Five Islands Campus. The 
scholarship will also cover ancillary 
expenses, such as guild and student ID 
fees, as well as textbook costs for the 
first year. To further support the recip-
ient’s professional development, the 
awardee will also be afforded an eight 
(8) week internship at ECAB during 
the final year of study.
 The ECAB Aspiring Leaders Schol-
arship is open to students pursuing un-
dergraduate degrees within the School 
of Business & Management and the 
School of Science, Computing & Arti-
ficial Intelligence and is aimed at nur-
turing the next generation of leaders.
 The scholarship will be awarded an-
nually to one outstanding student be-
tween the ages of 17 and 25 based on 
academic excellence, financial need, 
and personal character. The initiative 
is a reflection of ECAB’s commitment 
to national development through in-
vestment in youth and education.
 Speaking at the launch, ECAB Chief 
Executive Officer, Michael Spencer, 
emphasized the importance of private 
sector involvement in nation-building:
 “The Eastern Caribbean Amalgamat-
ed Bank believes in investing in our 
future, and we affirm there is no better 
way to show our commitment to this 
than through educating our young peo-
ple”
 Professor Justin Robinson, Principal 

of the UWI Five Islands Campus, em-
phasized the importance of the initia-
tive:
 “There is a reason why there is a UWI 
Campus in Antigua. Within the Ameri-
cas, the Eastern Caribbean ranks at the 
bottom for higher- level tertiary en-
rolment. This partnership with ECAB 
will help to correct this and change the 
trajectory.”
 The Minister of Education, Daryll 
Matthew also supported the scholar-
ship, calling it “life- changing.” He 
said:

 “It is fitting that this initiative is called 
the ECAB Aspiring Leaders Scholar-
ship. Sometimes, we believe that lead-
ership happens by accident, but we 
need to be intentional in creating op-
portunities that hone leadership abili-
ties.”
 For more details about the scholar-
ship, eligibility criteria, and applica-
tion process, visit www.ecabank.com. 
Applications should be submitted via 
email to scholarship@ecabank.com. 
The deadline for submissions is June 
30, 2025.

ECAB Aspiring Leaders Scholarship Officially Launches

TO:  THE LICENSING MAGISTRATE

         Magistrate`s Court

         St. John`s

         Antigua.

TO:   COMMISSIONER OF POLICE

           Police Headquarters

           American Road

           St. John`s

           Antigua

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A TAVERN LICENCE FOR BUSINESS

                                          REGISTERED AS

                     “TOMTOM`S BREAKFAST & LUNCH”

   

I, CASHANE THOMAS, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE, that it is my intention to apply at the 
next sitting of the Liquor Licence Court to be held at the Magistrate`s Court, High Street, St. 
John`s, Antigua on 3rd July 2025 next ensuing for a Bottle Licence in respect of premices known 
as “TOMTOM`s BREAKFAST & LUNCH” situated EAST BUS STATION, in the Parish of St. 
John`s, Antigua pursuant to Section 11 (3) of the Licensing ( Intoxicating Liquor) Act Cap 249 of 
the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda Revised Edition 1992.

Dated the 2nd day of May 2025

…………………………………………………..

CASHANE THOMAS

1-268-726-8416

NOTICE

http://www.ecabank.com/
mailto:scholarship@ecabank.com
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The Old Terminal Building 
at the VC Bird International 
Airport, now called Termi-
nal B, will play a major role 
in the country’s increased 
venture into homeporting.
According to the Tourism 
Minister, Charles Fernan-
dez, the government is cur-
rently carrying out repair 
and upgrade work on the 
terminal as there are plans 
to re-purpose the facility 
that has largely been idle to 
passenger movement since 
the opening of the new ter-
minal, Terminal A, almost 
ten years ago.
“They are working fever-
ishly on the Old Terminal 
because there is where we 
are going to be moving 
the passengers who arrive 
here aboard charters to be-
gin their cruises as part of 
homeporting. Everything 
is being put in place to en-
sure that we are ready for 
the 2025-26 cruise season 
which begins in October,” 
he reported.
Minister Fernandez ex-
plained that work on the roof 
is scheduled for completion 
at the end of this week with 
the work on renovating the 
interior slated to commence 
as soon as the roof is com-
pleted.
More than 20-thousand pas-
sengers started their cruises 
here in Antigua and Barbu-
da after arriving via air char-
ters as part of homeporting 
for the 2024-25 season and 
already, the Antigua Cruise 
Port is predicting that this 
figure will likely increase 
for the upcoming season.

VCBIA’s Terminal B to play role in homeporting
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THE UWI FIVE ISLANDS CAMPUS OECS BUDGET WATCH 2025 
“DEBT, DEFICITS, AND DISCIPLINE: WHO’S BALANCING THEIR BUDGETS IN 

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN?” 
By Professor C. Justin Robinson 

Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal, UWI Five Islands Campus 
 
Budgets	are	moral	documents,	economists	say.	They	show	what	governments	can	afford	and	what	they	
care	 about.	 In	 2025,	 some	 Eastern	 Caribbean	 nations	 send	 a	 clear	message:	we	will	 spend	 now	 and	
worry	later.	Others	are	buckling	down,	with	hard	choices	and	tighter	belts.	
	
The	Fiscal	Straight-A	Students	
Antigua	 and	 Barbuda	 and	 Grenada	 are	 at	 the	 top	 of	 the	 fiscal	 class.	 Antigua	 recorded	 a	 primary	
surplus	of	3.5%	of	GDP	in	2024	and	aims	for	another	in	2025.	The	overall	budget	balance	for	2025	is	a	
surplus	of	1.3%,	a	rare	feat	in	the	region.	Grenada	stunned	the	area	in	2024	with	a	jaw-dropping	11.3%	
primary	surplus.	In	2025,	Hurricane	Beryl	pushed	the	government	into	a	rare	deficit	year.	However,	the	
budget	still	reflects	a	measured	loosening:	a	primary	deficit	of	5.1%	as	they	rebuild—and	then	back	to	
surpluses	from	2026.	Saint	Lucia	 is	playing	it	safe—modest	deficits,	steady	primary	surpluses,	and	full	
compliance	with	its	Fiscal	Responsibility	Act.	In	2025,	it	projects	a	0.5%	primary	surplus	and	keeps	its	
deficit	under	3%.	
	
The	Fiscal	Tightrope	Walkers	
St.	Kitts	and	Nevis	had	a	rough	2024	with	a	10–11%	overall	deficit,	caused	by	collapsing	CBI	revenues.	
However,	the	2025	budget	is	a	comeback	attempt:	the	deficit	 is	projected	to	shrink	to	just	1%	of	GDP,	
with	 hopes	 of	 restoring	 a	 primary	 surplus.	Dominica	 is	 in	 transition—still	 investing	 big	 but	 slowing	
down	enough	to	hit	a	nearly	balanced	primary	budget	in	2025	(surplus	of	0.1%).	
	
The	Fiscal	Risk-Takers	
St.	Vincent	and	the	Grenadines	is	borrowing	big.	Its	2025	budget	deficit	is	expected	to	hit	a	staggering	
21%	 of	 GDP—by	 far	 the	 region’s	 largest.	 Post-hurricane	 reconstruction	 and	 the	 $600+	 million	
Kingstown	 Port	 project	 are	 driving	 this	 spending	 spree.	 Debt	 is	 now	 pushing	 95%	 of	 GDP.	 The	
government	says	it	is	“transformational.”	The	opposition	calls	it	“reckless.”	Time—and	growth—will	tell	
who	is	right.	
	

Debt-to-GDP:	Who’s	Closest	to	the	60%	ECCU	Target?	
	

Country	 Debt-to-GDP	(2025	projected)	
St.	Kitts	&	Nevis	 51.8%	�	
Antigua	&	Barbuda	 ~62%	�	
Grenada	 71.4%	�	
Saint	Lucia	 ~74%	
St.	Vincent	&	Gren.	 ~95%	�	
Dominica	 ~100%	�	

	
Takeaway:	 Fiscal	 discipline	 is	 making	 a	 comeback	 in	 Antigua,	 Grenada,	 and	 Saint	 Lucia.	 Others	 are	
betting	 that	massive	public	 investment	will	 pay	off—eventually.	But	 in	 the	meantime,	debt	 levels	are	
diverging	sharply,	raising	big	questions	for	2026.	
	
	

Feature
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Eco-Friendly Events: Where Sustainability Resents Waste 

 

In the heart of the tropics, where steel pans play, 
And festivals brighten the night and the day, 
We gather with joy, but a truth we must face: 
Our good times have often left mountains of 
waste. 

From fetes to parades, from food to the sound, 
Too many plastics still litter the ground. 
But what if our parties could spark a new 
trend— 
Where climate and culture could beautifully 
blend? 

 

At Good Humans 268, we’ve answered the 
plea: 
To host every event more sustainably. 
With bins clearly labeled—glass, plastic, and 
cans— 
We cleaned up with purpose, we showed up with 
plans. 

 

Last year alone, we showed what could be, 
At seven bold events run responsibly. 
From beach days to cleanups, to youth expos 
bright, 
We brought eco-magic to daytime and night. 
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And Carnival? Yes! We took to the street, 
In glitter and green, we danced to the beat. 
Our "Green Team" stood tall, spreading the 
word— 
That waste in our culture should no more be 
heard. 

We handed out flyers, gave kids a green badge, 
Helped vendors reduce their disposable stash. 
We sorted the trash with rhythm and pride, 
And taught that the earth walks right by our side. 

Each bottle collected, each can in its place, 
Was a win for the planet, a greener embrace. 
And crowds cheered us on as we passed in our 
gear, 
For it's clear now—the message is starting to 
steer. 

We rhyme and resolve as we answer the call, 
To protect what we love—our oceans, our all. 
But we can't do it solo, we now ask of you: 
Will your next event go eco-friendly too? 

 

Let’s build a new standard, let's all take a stand, 
With Green Teams in place at each fest in the 
land. 
Their mission is simple: to educate, sort, 
To keep every venue a cleaner resort. 

No more plastic confetti to fly with the breeze, 
No more foam plates tossed with casual ease. 
We’re calling on planners, on DJs, on crews— 
Let’s choose a green path in the choices we 
choose. 

So 
weddings, conventions, or picnics in parks— 
Let’s light up the world without leaving dark 
marks. 
Let’s compost the scraps, let’s ban single-use, 
Let’s party with purpose, not waste or abuse. 

 

A better tomorrow is built in today, 
With every green step that we take on the way. 
So next time you gather with music and cheer, 
Let the Earth know you care, loud enough for all 
to hear. 

Join the revolution—make eco your theme, 
And power your party with one Green Team! 
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The following is an almost exhaustive 
analysis of the main lies, half-truths 
and inconsistencies in the press con-
ference given by Mike Hammer, chief 
of mission of the U.S. Embassy in 
Cuba, on May 22, 2025 in Miami, with 
emphasis on the following elements:
Falsehoods and half-truths in the 
economic diagnosis 2.
“The revolution has failed. There is no 
electricity, shortages of fuel, food and 
medicine. And this has nothing to do 
with any U.S. policy.”
- False: U.S. sanctions against Cuba – 
known as the blockade – have a direct 
and severe impact on access to financ-
ing, technology, inputs and medicines, 
and are recognized even by the UN as 
a central obstacle to Cuban develop-
ment.
- Deliberate omission: It does not 
mention that the blockade prohibits 
international banking operations with 
Cuba, penalizes ships docking in Cu-
ban ports, and hinders the purchase 
of fuels among hundreds of coercive 
measures. 
- Manipulation: Although it is true that 
there is an economic crisis, blaming 
the Cuban government exclusively is 
an over simplification that ignores the 
multidimensional economic war im-
posed from Washington.
2. Political manipulation and at-
tempted whitewashing of interfer-
ence.
“I go out to meet with the people as I 
did in other countries. There is noth-
ing in the Vienna Convention that pre-
vents it.”
- Deceptive: The Vienna Convention 
expressly prohibits interference in in-
ternal affairs of the host country (Art. 
41), which includes systematic con-
tacts with the opposition or support for 
destabilizing actors.
- Obvious hypocrisy: If a Cuban dip-

lomat were to make similar tours in 
the U.S., meeting with opponents and 
groups critical of the Biden or Trump 
administration, he or she would be de-
clared persona non grata and expelled.
- Implicit lie: Claiming that such meet-
ings are “with anyone” and “without 
interference” masks a soft destabi-
lization strategy common in regime 
change operations.
3. Whitewashing of destabilizing fig-
ures
“I visit artists, young people, relatives 
of political prisoners such as Luis 
Manuel Alcántara, Miquel Osorbo, 
José Daniel Ferrer...”
- Discursive manipulation: figures fi-
nanced directly or indirectly by the 
U.S. are presented as victims of the 
“regime”, hiding the fact that they 
have openly called for subversion, 
sabotage or violent acts.
- Lies by omission: Does not recognize 
that several of these figures have pre-
vious criminal records or have com-
mitted criminal offenses even outside 
the political sphere.
4. Blatant lie about the embargo

“The embargo allows food and med-
icine.”
- False in practice: although there are 
legal exceptions, the licensing sys-
tem, financial persecution and fear of 
secondary sanctions prevent banks, 
shipping companies and/or companies 
from selling freely to Cuba, even food 
or medicines.
- Cynical: It minimizes the effects of a 
coercive policy that includes sanctions 
to third countries, persecution of trans-
actions and energy asphyxiation.
5. Diplomatic inconsistency and 
propaganda.
“The Trump administration’s policy is 
clear: tough policy against the regime, 
support for the people.”
- Dangerous contradiction: “support 
for the people” includes sanctions that 
aggravate the daily hardships of the 
Cuban people.
- Rhetorical falsehood: There is no 
such thing as “support for the people” 
when remittances are blocked, consul-
ates are closed, family reunification is 
hindered and trade with Cuba is crim-
inalized.

Cuban official responds to campaign of misinformation

Mike Hammer, chief of mission of the U.S. Embassy in Cuba



FRIDAY 16TH MAY 2025

PAGE 15

WEDNESDAY 28TH MAY 2025

Feature
6. Encouraging irregular migration.
“All Cubans tell me they want to come 
to the U.S., they love our culture.”
- Self-serving narrative: exaggerates 
migration perception as if it were 
widespread desire, rather than the re-
sult of a crisis induced by US stifling 
and disinformation measures.
- Selective attraction strategy: The 
U.S. has actively encouraged migra-
tion to erode the socialist project, gen-
erating a brain drain and putting pres-
sure on the political system.

7. Hypocrisy on the issue of the 
press.
“In Cuba there is no freedom of the 
press, the independent media tell the 
truth.”
- Gross manipulation: Many of the 
“independent media” are directly fi-
nanced by the U.S. or its agencies such 
as NED and USAID, which makes 
them extensions of U.S. foreign poli-
cy, not free press.
- Silence on U.S. repression: No men-
tion of repression and censorship of 
progressive or pro-Cuba media on 
U.S. digital platforms and traditional 
media.
Conclusion:
Mike Hammer’s intervention was not 
a neutral press conference, but a care-
fully designed political operation to:
- Install a failed state discourse on 
Cuba,
- Legitimize diplomatic interference 
as “solidarity”,
- Whitewash U.S. sanctions and take 

no responsibility for the blockade,
- Reinforce figures of the counterrev-
olution financed by Washington as le-
gitimate spokespersons,

- Position the Trump administration 
and Marco Rubio as “allies of the Cu-
ban people”.
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Caribbean Airport Services Ltd. 
(CAS) was established in 2002 as a 
wholly owned subsidiary company of 
LIAT (1974) Ltd. Mr. Garry Cullen 
who was the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of LIAT at the time, decided 
to set up the separate business unit 
as a strategy to reduce the number 
of employees on the LIAT payroll in 
Antigua. Additionally, the plan was 
to find a successful ground handling 
company to invest in the new compa-
ny through the acquisition of shares 
and put LIAT in a position to benefit 
from the profits that were likely to be 
generated from CAS.
After courting several local, region-
al and international ground handling 
companies including Airport Services 
(Antigua) Ltd. (ASA), Menzies Avi-
ation, and Servisair which showed 
interest and took on a management 
contract, Seawell Air Services Ltd. 
(SAS) a ground handling company 
in Barbados acquired 49% sharehold-
ing in December 2003 and became 
responsible for the day-to-day man-
agement of the company through a 
management agreement. 
Apart from providing Ramp and Pas-
senger handling services for LIAT 
which accounted for the lion’s share 
of CAS’s operation, the company 

‘inherited’ the handling agreements 
that LIAT had with Air Canada and 
British West Indies Airways Ltd, 
(BWIA). In the early years of the 
CAS operation, LIAT provided HR/
Payroll and equipment maintenance 
support to complement the SAS day-
to-day management. 
The CAS customer base grew steadi-
ly and by 2009, CAS was providing 
ground handling service to eleven 
carriers including American Airlines 
and American Eagle. LIAT, how-
ever, continued to be the main cus-
tomer, generating over 60% of the 
company’s revenue. In 2012, CAS 
took over the cargo handling op-
eration from LIAT and became the 
only ground handler in Antigua that 
offered Passenger, Ramp and Cargo 
handling services. CAS became the 
preferred ground handler in Antigua 
and obtained most of the handling 
agreements with carriers which sub-
sequently started an operation into 
Antigua. CAS got WestJet Airlines 
when they started in October 2012 
and obtained the handling of Jet Blue 
when that carrier started an operation 
into Antigua in 2015.
 The CAS operation was by that time 
holding its own; but unfortunately, its 
majority shareholder – LIAT (1974) 
Ltd. was experiencing serious losses 
and was defaulting from as early as 
2012 on the payments to CAS for the 
provision of handling services. Over 
an eight-year period, the debt climbed 
into millions. 
The indebtedness of LIAT to CAS, 
resulted in cash flow difficulties for 

CAS and the company in turn de-
faulted on payments to the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Airport Authority 
(ABAA). By the end of 2020, CAS 
owed ABAA approximately seven-
ty-five per cent (75%) of the amount 
LIAT owed to CAS. In 2019 Massy 
of Trinidad which was then the owner 
of Seawell Air Services sold Seawell 
Air Services (Barbados) Ltd to the 
Goddards Catering Group (GCG) and 
offered to sell the SAS 49% share-
holding in CAS to LIAT for EC$1.00. 
The offer was not taken up by LIAT.
By the beginning of 2020, CAS em-
ployed a total of one hundred and 
forty-seven people. The Covid-19 
pandemic, which brought about the 
suspension of most airline operations 
into Antigua resulted in CAS having 
to lay off workers and was forced to 
dismiss ninety-three employees. Due 
to financial constraints the company 
was unable to honor the severance 
obligations. The majority sharehold-
er LIAT (1974) Ltd. was also affected 
by the pandemic and ceased its oper-
ation. The LIAT story is well known 
and as the majority shareholder of 
CAS; the survival of CAS was al-
ways in doubt.
Notwithstanding the situation, CAS 
was the first ground handler to resume 
handling services after the pandemic 
shutdown and in 2021 Goddards Ca-
tering Group (GCG) expressed an 
interest in purchasing the assets of 
CAS. Also, through the assistance 
of GCG, CAS won its bid to provide 
ground-handling services to Virgin 

Opinion
The Unfortunate Demise of Caribbean Airport Services Ltd.

Con’t on page 17

Lesroy Browne
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Atlantic Airways. Without the requi-
site ground handling equipment CAS 
entered into a lease agreement with 
GCG for the provision of the equip-
ment. The lease agreement eventual-
ly proved to be quite costly to CAS. 
The GCG proposal to acquire an in-
terest in CAS was not, however, ap-
proved by the LIAT Court appointed 
Administrator. Also in 2021, Massy 
once again offered to sell the SAS 
49% shareholding in CAS to LIAT 
for EC$1.00 and to contribute 49% 
of the outstanding severance liabili-
ty. The offer was not accepted by the 
Court appointed LIAT Administrator. 
In December 2021 members of the 
CAS Board of Directors met with the 
Prime Minister to outline the ongoing 
and serious issues of the company, but 
no resolution was agreed. The various 
issues arising with LIAT were the fo-
cus of the government’s concern.
In August 2022, ABAA filed a suit in 
the High Court against CAS for the 
monies owing. The debt to ABAA 
coupled with the severance liability 
and with no hope of getting the mon-
ey owed by LIAT, resulted in the com-
pany’s liabilities far exceeding the 
assets. The CAS Board of Directors 
unanimously agreed that CAS was 
trading illegally and should be wound 
up. The winding up of the company 
required the Shareholders’ approval; 
but the majority shareholder was un-
able to agree on that course of action 
without approval from the Court. 
It became clear that Massy want-
ed to end its relationship with CAS, 
so a small group of CAS employees 
formed a company and in 2023 dis-
cussed with Massy the purchase of 
the SAS 49% shareholding in CAS. 
Massy initially ‘warmed’ to the idea 
and was considering giving up the 
shares for EC$1.00 and contribute 
49% of the outstanding severance li-

ability as well as 49% of the cost of 
severing the current employees. LIAT 
in the meantime had indicated that 
its operation would cease in January 
2024, so Massy decided that its pre-
ferred course of action was to legally 
obtain the governance of CAS as the 
minority shareholder and liquidate 
the company.
Despite the uncertainty of CAS over 
the last few years the company was 
able to secure a small operating profit 
for the years ending 2022, 2023 and 
2024 and delivered an elevated level 

of service to all its customers to the 
end which came on May 15th, 2025. 
Before closing the company facilitat-
ed smooth and seamless transfer of 
the various carrier’s business to the 
other ground handling companies. 
An unfortunate end indeed for a com-
pany that was once at the pinnacle of 
the ground handling business in An-
tigua and was able under the circum-
stances to generate profits in the last 
three years of its operation.
Lesroy Browne

From page 16
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The Caribana Junior Calypso Competition 2025

The stage is set. The rhythm is hot. The excitement is real.
Save the date: Thursday, June 5th at 8:00 PM

Are you ready?

State Insurance Company Limited proudly presents
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A 25-year-old man accused 
of killing three people and 
attempting to kill three oth-
ers last weekend on Monday 
urged police to make sure 
they get their investigations 
“right.”
Kesroy Ryan appeared be-
fore Chief Magistrate Col-
in John on charges that he 
killed Lesline Davis, De-
meon Cumberbatch, and 
Joel Browne in Belmont, 
east of here, on Friday, May 
16. Ryan is also accused of 
attempting to murder Ban-
croft Abbott, Lorna Davis, 
and Hayden Ballantyne, all 
of Belmont, during the same 
incident.
Ryan was not allowed to 
plead to the indictable 

charges, and bail was not 
available to him on the 
murder charges. While bail 
is allowed for attempted 
murder, the magistrate said 
that providing bail to Ryan 
would be cosmetic, as Ryan 
would still be remanded on 

the murder charges.
His attorney, Michelle Fife, 
said she was not making a 
bail application as the pros-
ecution requested that Ryan 
be remanded in custody un-
til June 2 for a status hear-
ing.

As he left the court building, 
Ryan told reporters that he 
hopes police do their inves-
tigation “right.”
“Tell them do their investi-
gation right,” Ryan said in 
an unsolicited comment as 
police escorted him from 
the Serious Offences Court.
Acting Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police Trevor 
“Buju” Bailey, who is lead-
ing the investigation, had 
earlier told a news confer-
ence that the investigation 
into the killings continues 
and more charges are likely 
to be laid.
He said, however, that Ryan 
was the only person in cus-
tody in connection with the 
killings. (Loop Caribbean)

SVG: Triple murder accused tells police 
to get their investigations right
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The media organization SOS Journal-
istes on Friday “strongly condemned” 
what it termed the attitude of the Tran-
sitional Presidential Council (CPT) 
and the government of Prime Minister 
Alix Didier Fils-Aimé in “abandon-
ing” journalist Jocelyn Justin, who is 
due to undergo surgery in Cuba.
“Once again, and unfortunately, the 
authorities have failed to fulfill their 
commitments, including the one made 
very recently, to provide the ailing 
journalist with accommodations in 

Cuba, food, and medical expenses, es-
sential for his recovery,” SOS Journal-
istes said in a statement.
Justin’s lower jaw was shattered by 
bullets fired by gangs during violent 
incidents on December 24, 2024, near 
the General Hospital. The attack left 
three people dead, including two jour-
nalists, and 10 others injured.
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has 
since called for urgent action by the 
CPT, with international support, to 
protect journalists and the right to in-
formation.
SOS Journalistes says it does not un-
derstand the “behaviour of the execu-
tive authorities, who appear to be act-
ing in bad faith in the case of Justin, 
who finds himself in a very delicate 
situation in Cuba.”
“Just a few days ago, the government 
assured SOS Journalistes that ev-
erything necessary would be done to 
ensure the journalist received all the 
assistance his case required,” the me-

dia group said, noting that the injured 
journalist needs less than US$2,000 to 
cover the cost of the remainder of his 
medical stay in Cuba.
“The government cannot claim that it 
lacks the means to meet this require-
ment,” SOS Journalistes said, adding 
that it “regrets having to revisit this 
issue, which we thought had been re-
solved.”
“SOS Journalistes calls on the Tran-
sitional Presidential Council and the 
government of Prime Minister Alix 
Didier Fils-Aimé to honor their com-
mitments and act immediately to rem-
edy this problem, allowing the journal-
ist to receive treatment, food, and the 
purchase of the medication he needs,” 
it said.
RSF said that journalism in Haiti is be-
set by an unprecedented crisis, marked 
by extreme criminal violence that has 
intensified since 2022, when at least 
six journalists were killed in connec-
tion with their work. (Loop Caribbe-
an)

Haiti government accused of abandoning 
injured journalist in Cuba
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Attorney General John Jeremie says 
Trinidad and Tobago will be the first 
country in the Caribbean to imple-
ment Stand Your Ground legislation, 
which will give homeowners the le-
gal right to protect themselves and 
their property using deadly force in 
self-defence.
The AG acknowledged that while 
the law may be seen as “draconian,” 
he says it is necessary to deal with 
criminals, and he believes in mov-
ing swiftly to have it brought before 
Parliament.
Jeremie noted that, on May 8, Prime 
Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar 
announced at a post-Cabinet news 
conference that a special committee 
would be established by Minister of 
Homeland Security Roger Alexan-
der to evaluate and propose effec-
tive measures enabling citizens to 
defend themselves and their proper-
ty when faced with criminal threats.
She said a second committee would 
be formed to examine strategies to 
combat home invasions and to de-
velop appropriate legislative sanc-
tions.
The Prime Minister also indicated 
there would be a review of the laws 
relating to firearm usage.
The Express contacted the AG yes-
terday for an update on the status of 
these legislative proposals.
The AG said Minister Alexander 
would appoint the committees, 
which would then provide Jeremie 
with a report to help draft the leg-
islation.
Asked if there was any precedent 
in the Caribbean for Stand Your 
Ground laws, the AG responded 
there is not—Trinidad and Tobago 
would be the first.

Asked about public consultation 
on the issue, Jeremie said the com-
mittees would engage with relevant 
stakeholders, including the Law As-
sociation. However, the aim is to 
move quickly and have the legisla-
tion before Parliament this year.
Jeremie emphasised that a person’s 
home is their “castle,” and he said 
they should have the legal right to 
defend themselves by whatever 
means necessary.
Under current law, a person may use 
reasonable force in self-defence, but 
if police deem that force excessive, 
the individual may face criminal 
charges. The issue became a topic of 
national debate in 2023 when a Cha-
guanas woman protected herself and 
her daughter by using her husband’s 
licensed firearm to shoot a home 
invader—identified as 25-year-old 
security guard Mark Anthony—one 
of several men allegedly trying to 
break into her home.
At the time, it was reported the 
woman could have faced charges 
for killing the alleged intruder.
In response then, Persad-Bissessar 
referred to the Express report titled 
“Woman kills home invader”, reit-
erating that her government would 
ensure that anyone killing a criminal 
in self-defence in their home would 
not face charges. She read from the 
Book of Exodus in the Bible: “If a 
thief is caught in the act of breaking 
into a house and is struck and killed 
in the process, the person who killed 
the thief is not guilty of murder.”
She added, “If the holy book tells 
you to stand your ground and defend 
your family, who is the PNM to tell 
you to do otherwise? The UNC will 
deal with crime and secure Trinidad 

and Tobago. The criminals will nev-
er be in control.”
She said that people’s mental health 
was being destroyed when they 
could not sleep at night due to fear 
and the sound of noises outside. 
“When the criminals invade your 
homes, you can draw your licensed 
firearm and light them up! Empty 
the whole clip! Empty it! Light them 
up! We have to fight fire with fire!” 
she said at another public meeting.
According to Britannica, Stand Your 
Ground laws are American legal 
statutes that permit the use of deadly 
force in self-defence when individu-
als feel threatened with death or se-
rious bodily harm, including during 
crimes such as rape, robbery, arson, 
kidnapping, or murder.
In 2005, Florida became the first 
US state to introduce a Stand Your 
Ground law. Since then, dozens of 
other states have followed suit.
When introduced in Florida, the law 
expanded on the so-called Castle 
Doctrine, which asserts that people 
have the right to defend themselves 
with deadly force when confronted 
by an intruder in their home (i.e., 
their “castle”).
The roots of the Castle Doctrine trace 
back to English common law, refer-
enced as early as 1604. It originally 
distinguished between self-defence 
and the defence of one’s home, the 
latter considered sacrosanct and in-
violable, justifying the use of force 
without a duty to retreat.
Castle Doctrine laws have existed 
in the US for over 200 years, with 
variations in application and the 
degree of legal protection offered, 
depending on jurisdiction. (Trinidad 
Express)

AG: Govt moving quickly
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Prime Minister Dr Andrew 
Holness says his Govern-
ment intends to focus on 
what he calls the “local 
economy”, now that the na-
tionally economy has been 
“fixed”.
Holness, who is the leader 
of the Jamaica Labour Par-
ty, was speaking at a party 
meeting in Clarendon South 
Eastern on Sunday, days af-
ter the Planning Institute of 
Jamaica reported an estimat-
ed 0.8 per cent growth of the 
economy during the January 
to March 2025 quarter.
“We a go fix yuh local econ-
omy so that you can live, 
work, do your business, 
raise your family, and expe-
rience your own prosperity 
right here in your communi-
ty,” said Holness, who was 
addressing supporters in the 
constituency.
The prime minister ex-
plained how his adminis-
tration intends to bring eco-
nomic prosperity closer to 
people.
“From the dividends – 
meaning from the proceeds 
that we get from the big 
economy, the national econ-
omy – we will divide that up 
fairly across the country as 
we did for St Thomas,” Hol-
ness said, pointing to the in-
frastructural development in 
the eastern parish.
He said the construction 
of the highway connecting 
St Thomas to Kingston in 
a faster and more efficient 
way has pushed businesses 
into the parish that will cre-
ate employment and drive 
tourism.
He said the administration 
will do the same for Clar-

endon, which, he said, has 
a larger economy than St 
Thomas, pointing to its agri-
cultural, mining, and fishing 
outputs.
Holness said the parish has 
the makings of a strong 
economy and now requires 
greater infrastructural de-
velopment, including road 
and water connections.
Further, he said the Govern-
ment will develop the Ver-
namfield Aerodrome in the 
parish, once it establishes 
an international airport in 
Negril.
“Vernamfield will create 
new employment opportu-
nities for young people in 
this constituency, and all the 
constituencies in Claren-
don,” Holness said.
He said the Government is 
targeting a lucrative indus-
try in aircraft maintenance 
and operation.
“That is where all the air-
lines carry in their planes 
to get maintained and re-
paired. Right now, you have 
such operations in Hondu-
ras. You have them in Latin 
American countries, but be-
cause Jamaica is so central-
ly located, we can have that 

kind of operation here,” he 
said, noting that the country 
has the technical expertise 
to do it.
“So that is going to be a new 
industry that we are going 
to develop for your parish, 
and specifically to help the 
people here,” he said, men-
tioning that the highway 
has opened up Clarendon’s 
housing market.
Holness said once the 
aforementioned plans are 
in place, the parish’s local 
economy will thrive.
He asserted that the current 
Government has a track re-
cord with the development 
of St Thomas and the na-
tional economy and will 
create a similar local econ-
omy in Clarendon.
He urged supporters to leave 
the meeting with the hope 
that things are changing and 
will continue to change for 
better under his administra-
tion.
Pointing to 2 Peter 1:10, the 
prime minister urged La-
bourites to “make your call-
ing and election sure”.
“Don’t take anything for 
granted. Crowds don’t win 
election. Polls don’t win 

election. Newspaper col-
umns don’t win elections. 
What wins election is the 
vote in the box, and elec-
tions are all about a choice.
“Some people will make a 
choice irrationally. Them 
wake up on the wrong side 
one morning, kiss them teeth 
and make a wrong vote, and 
then them suffer for the rest 
of the time. Some people 
will make a choice based 
on a promise. A man come 
and tell you say, ‘I have a 
horse for you and that horse 
can fly’. And you believe, 
you don’t look at the track 
record to see if there are 
any horses that have flown 
before. And then there are 
some people who just don’t 
know and anything you tell 
them, them do,” the prime 
minister said.
He said those voters are to 
be educated to “keep the 
ship steady”.
He said the pending parlia-
mentary election is about 
voters doing the right things 
that will benefit the country.
Holness also urged People’s 
National Party supporters 
to choose his Government, 
claiming they, too, will ben-
efit from the sound manage-
ment of the country.
“We don’t look at people 
by virtue of their colour 
and exclude them. No, we 
are the national party of Ja-
maica. The Jamaica Labour 
Party is the national party. 
The Jamaica Labour Party 
forms the natural majority 
of people who think reason-
ably and rationally about the 
country,” said Holness. (Ja-
maica Gleaner)

Holness touts infrastructure, jobs and 
aircraft industry for Clarendon
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The Trump administration intends to 
ask all federal agencies to seek ways 
to end their contracts with Harvard 
University, a senior administration of-
ficial told NBC News on Tuesday.
“GSA will send a letter to federal 
agencies today asking them to iden-
tify any contracts with Harvard, and 
whether they can be canceled or redi-
rected elsewhere,” the senior official 
said, referring to the General Services 
Administration.
The development was first reported by 
The New York Times.
The proposed cuts mark the latest es-
calation in a monthslong fight between 
the Trump administration and the na-
tion’s oldest — and arguably most 
prestigious — university.
A copy of the letter, obtained by NBC 
News, instructs agencies to respond to 
the GSA with a list of contracts they 
have terminated with the university by 
June 6.
“Going forward, we also encourage 
your agency to seek alternative ven-
dors for future services where you had 
previously considered Harvard,” reads 
the letter, signed by John Gruenbaum, 
the commissioner of the GSA’s Feder-
al Acquisition Service.
Gruenbaum described the administra-
tion’s actions as bolstering civil rights. 
He accused Harvard of defying a Su-
preme Court ruling that banned con-
sidering race in its admissions process 
and of “ongoing inaction” over the ha-
rassment of its Jewish students.
Harvard did not immediately return a 
request for comment.
The directive comes a day after Trump 
said in a post on Truth Social that he 
was considering taking $3 billion 
in grant money away from what he 
called “a very anti-Semitic” Harvard, 
and giving the funds to trade schools 
instead.
The feud between the government 
and Harvard largely stems from the 
university’s refusal to comply with 
sweeping demands from the Trump 
administration’s Task Force to Combat 
Anti-Semitism last month. The task 

force sought to review who Harvard 
can admit or hire and subject its facul-
ty to a government audit.
In response, the administration 
stripped the university of $2 billion in 
federal research funding
The administration also sought to 
block Harvard’s ability to enroll for-
eign students last week, an effort that 
a federal judge temporarily halted af-

ter the university sued. A hearing on 
whether the judge’s order should be 
extended is set for Thursday.
If the administration’s effort is suc-
cessful, Harvard’s foreign students, 
who make up roughly a fourth of the 
university’s student body, would lose 
their legal status to stay in the United 
States or would have to transfer to a 
different university. (NBC News)

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
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Trump administration seeks to end all federal 
contracts with Harvard
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A driver was arrested Monday after 
ploughing into a crowd of Liverpool 
football fans who had been celebrat-
ing the city football team’s Premier 
League championship, police said.
Merseyside Police said they were in-
vestigating reports that multiple pe-
destrians had been hit.
A video on social media appeared to 
show a grey minivan strike at least 
one pedestrian and then veer into a 
larger crowd of people, carving a path 
through the group and pushing bodies 
along the street like a plough before 
coming to a stop.
Harry Rashid, who was at the parade 
with his wife and two young daugh-
ters, said the car began ramming peo-
ple about 10 feet away from him.
“It was extremely fast,” Rashid said. 
“Initially, we just heard the pop, pop, 
pop of people just being knocked off 
the bonnet of a car.”

Prime Minister Keir Starmer said he 
was being updated on the situation 
and thanked police for their quick re-
sponse.

“The scenes in Liverpool are appall-
ing — my thoughts are with all those 
injured or affected,” Starmer said. (Ja-
maica Gleaner)

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Driver arrested after car ploughs into 
celebrating Liverpool fans
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At least five people have 
been killed and 19 injured 
in a huge chemical plant 
explosion in eastern China, 
according to state media re-
ports.
Six people were still miss-
ing following the explosion 
at the plant operated by 
Shandong Youdao Chemi-
cal in the city of Weifang in 
Shandong province late on 
Tuesday morning, Chinese 
state broadcaster CCTV 
and state-run Xinhua agen-
cy reported.
The plant, situated in an in-
dustrial park, manufactures 
chemical components for 
use in pesticides and phar-
maceuticals, they said.
Videos circulating on Chi-
nese social media and ver-
ified by the Reuters news 
agency showed plumes of 
orange and black smoke 
billowing into the sky.
Windows of nearby build-
ings were ripped from their 
hinges by the explosion, 
one of the videos showed.
Authorities launched a 
large response to the explo-
sion and the blaze it ignited, 
with officials sending more 
than 230 responders to the 
scene, according to CCTV.
Drone video posted by 
The Beijing News, a gov-
ernment-run publication, 
showed smoke emerging 
from the chemical plant 
and from a second, uniden-
tified facility nearby.

Baidu Maps, a navigation 
app, shows other manufac-
turing companies next to 
Youdao’s plant, including a 
textile company, a machin-
ery company and a firm 
that makes industrial coat-
ing materials.
The Weifang Ecological 
Environment Bureau dis-
patched staff to test the site 
of the blast, but said no re-
sults were available yet. It 
advised nearby residents 
to wear face masks in the 
meantime, The Beijing 
News reported.
A local resident, who did 
not wish to be identified for 
fear of repercussions, said 
in a video that his home, 
more than 7km (4.3 miles) 
from the plant, shook from 
the impact of the explosion, 
The Associated Press news 
agency reported.
A statement from Chi-
na’s emergency response 
authority urged response 
crews to quickly contain 
the fire and establish the 

number of people affected.
Shandong Youdao Chemi-
cal was established in Au-
gust 2019 in the Gaomi 
Renhe chemical park in 
Weifang, according to the 
company’s website. The 
plant covers about 47 hect-
ares (116 acres) and has 
more than 300 employees.
Blasts at chemical plants in 
China in recent years have 
included one in the north-
west region of Ningxia in 
2024 and another in the 
southeastern province of Ji-
angxi in 2023.
Two massive explosions 
at warehouses containing 
hazardous and flammable 
chemicals in the port city of 
Tianjin in 2015 killed more 
than 170 people and injured 
700. The incident prompted 
the government to tight-
en laws covering chemical 
storage.
Another explosion in 2015 
at a chemical plant in Shan-
dong killed 13 people. (Al 
Jazeera English)

At least five reported killed in large 
explosion at China chemical plant
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A former police chief in Arkansas who 
is serving decades-long sentences for 
murder and rape escaped from prison 
Sunday, state corrections officials said.
Grant Hardin, the former police chief 
of the tiny town of Gateway near the 
Arkansas-Missouri border, escaped 
from the North Central Unit in Cali-
co Rock, where he has been held since 
2017. Corrections officials did not pro-
vide any details about how he escaped.
They did say that Garvin had disguised 
himself and was “wearing a makeshift 
outfit designed to mimic law enforce-
ment when he escaped the North Cen-
tral Unit.”
The Division of Correction and the Di-
vision of Community Correction are 
following leads with local, state and 
federal law enforcement agencies.
Hardin pleaded guilty in October 2017 
to first-degree murder in connection 
with the shooting death of 59-year-old 
James Appleton.
According to an affidavit filed in the 
case, Appleton worked for the Gate-
way water department and was talking 
to his brother-in-law, then Gateway 
Mayor Andrew Tillman, when he was 

shot in the head on February 23, 2017 
near Garfield.
Police found Appleton’s body inside a 
car.
Hardin, who was Gateway’s police 
chief for about four months in early 
2016, was sentenced to 30 years in 
prison.
He is also serving 50 years in prison 
for the 1997 rape of an elementary 
school teacher in Rogers north of Fay-

etteville.
KFSM-TV, reporting on his guilty plea 
in 2019, wrote that police used DNA 
samples from the crime scene to apply 
for a John Doe Warrant in 2003 as the 
statute of limitations neared.
The DNA was tested against old and 
new profiles, and investigators got a 
match when Hardin was imprisoned 
for killing Appleton. (Jamaica Glean-
er)

Former police chief, serving murder and rape 
sentences, escapes from Arkansas prison
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Strictly Business wins again in men’s 

softball cricket competition
Rackaman Construction 

Strictly Business contin-
ued their winning form in 
the Antigua Barbuda Soft-
ball Cricket Association’s 
(ABSCA) WTP 93.5 FM 
Men’s 30-Over Champi-
onship on Sunday.

Strictly Business claimed 
their fourth win in five 
matches by pulling off a 
six-wicket victory against 
Goody’s Taxi Service and 
Tours 300 at the Rising 
Sun playing field.

Batting first, 300 was re-
stricted to 112 for eight off 
28 overs. Molvin James 
hit 26, while Zack Thom-
as and Veston Lewis each 
made 21. Kerry Men-
tore bagged three for 13, 
while Kenrique Mentore 
and Winston Roberts each 
picked up two for 31.

In reply, Strictly Busi-
ness achieved victory at 
115 for four in 13 overs. 
Kim George cracked 36 not 
out, Jevon Howel struck 
33, and Clinton Benjamin 
made 16. Vernel Isadore 
claimed two for 30.

Dredgers recorded their 
third win in four matches 
by snatching a seven-run 
win against PMS at the 
Dredgers’ playing field.

The Dredgers made 167 
for seven off 29 overs. 
Mervin Higgins smashed 
54, including five sixes; 
Loy Weste cracked 24, and 
Kurt Douglas scored 17. 

Hughan Tonge captured 
four for 16.

In reply, PMS just fell 
short of their victory target, 
reaching 160 for seven off 
24 overs. Hughan Tonge 
hit 32, Walter Carr made 
21, and Kenny Benjamin 
scored 19. Kurt Douglas 
picked up two for 41.

Bryson’s Shipping and 
Insurance Bullets were 
awarded victory via de-
fault against Mix Up Stars, 
who did not have the re-
quired amount of players 
to start the match at the 
Powells playing field.

Wayne’s Electrical Ser-
vices Survivors extend-
ed their unbeaten run in 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Softball Cricket Associa-
tion’s (ABSCA) St. John’s 
Co-operative Credit Union 
15-Over Women’s Divi-
sion Championship on 
Sunday.

After their previous en-
counter against Police was 
abandoned by rain, Sur-
vivors notched up their 
third win in four matches 
by pulling off a five-wick-
et victory over Bryson’s 
Shipping and Insurance 
Bullets at the Dredgers 
playing field.

The Bullets were restrict-
ed to 68 for eight off their 
15 overs. Rachael Greaves 
struck 18, and Cheryl Wil-
liams scored 16. Louckehl 
Pelle claimed two for 12.

In reply, Survivors 
achieved victory at 69 
for five off 15 overs. 
Grace Persaud hit 24, and 
Louckehl Pelle struck an 
unbeaten 13. Lana Thomas 
captured three for 14, and 
Mary Browne picked up 
two for 20.

Alzarri and Sharon Jo-
seph North Sails Antigua 
Female Flyers defeated 

Police by 68 runs at the 
Rising Sun playing field.

Female Flyers made 104 
for one off their 15 overs. 
Terez Parker hit an un-
beaten 34, Gaynel Ogarro 
cracked 28 not out, and 
Makada Hector struck 22.

In reply, the Police were 
restricted to 36 for six off 
their 15 overs. Gaynel 
Ogarro snapped up three 
wickets for seven runs.

Bravos Wholesale and 
Distributors Rockets 
snatched a one-run win in 
the Super Over against the 
Potters Uprising Cricket 
Team at the Powells play-
ing field. 

The match was decid-
ed in the Super Over after 
both teams finished with 
the same score at the end 
of their innings. Howev-
er, the Rockets prevailed 
by scoring six runs in re-
sponse to five runs made 
by Potters Uprising in the 
Super Over.

Batting first, the Rockets 
made 64 for four off their 
15 overs. Kushana Da-
vid scored 17, and Valarie 
Isaac made 16. Gail Jobe 
grabbed three wickets for 
eight runs.

In reply, Potters Uprising 
was dismissed for 64 in 15 
overs. Gail Jobe made 11. 
Patara Francis snapped up 
two wickets for five runs, 
and Pauline Shaw captured 
two for 18.

Rackaman Construction Strictly Business softball 
cricket team. (File photo)
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Matthews gains big in ICC Women’s T20I Batting Rankings
West Indies captain Hayley 

Matthews has moved up to a ca-
reer-best-equalling second position 
in the ICC Women’s T20I Bat-
ting Rankings after a valiant show 
against England, while Pakistan 
spinner Sadia Iqbal has regained the 
number one position among bowl-
ers after Sophie Ecclestone missed 
her team’s recent T20I series.

Matthews, who top-scored in the 
three-match series with 177 runs 
that included an unbeaten century 
(100) in the first match in Canter-
bury and was named the Player of 
the Series, has overtaken India’s 
Smriti Mandhana and Australia’s 
Tahlia McGrath to reclaim second 
position, which she had last occu-
pied in December last year.

Former England captain Heather 
Knight, who contributed 109 runs, 
including an unbeaten 66 in the third 
match in Chelmsford, has moved up 
seven places to 17th, while skipper 
Nat Sciver Brunt is up five slots to 
ninth after aggregating 92 runs and 
leading her side to their recent 3-0 
series sweep against the West In-
dies. Sophia Dunkley is up eight 
places to 29th.

In the bowling rankings, En-
gland spinner Sophie Ecclestone 
has slipped from first to fourth after 
missing the series as she was recu-
perating from an injury and played 
domestic cricket during the past 
week.

She has been replaced at the top 
of the charts by another left-arm 
spinner, Sadia, while India’s Deep-
ti Sharma and Australia’s Annabel 
Sutherland have taken the second 
and third positions, respectively.

Sadia was briefly number one in 

October last year during the ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup in Dubai, 
when she had become the first from 
her country to grab the top spot.

England’s new-ball bowler Lau-
ren Bell has advanced 13 places to 
a career-best sixth position after fin-

ishing with a series-topping seven 
wickets.

Linsey Smith (up 37 places to 
41st) and Issy Wong (up 32 places 
to joint-62nd) are others progress-
ing in the bowling rankings

West Indies women’s captain Hayley Matthews celebrates after 
reaching a half-century against England during the third T20 Inter-
national at Chelmsford, Essex, England, on Monday, May 26, 2025. 
(Getty Images)
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CWI and WIPA officially announce 8th Awards Gala

Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) and the West In-
dies Players’ Associa-
tion (WIPA) have an-
nounced the staging of the 
8th CWI/WIPA Awards 
Gala, which is set for 
the historic Wyndham 
Grand Barbados Sam 
Lord’s Castle on Sunday, 
June 22, 2025.

The event, which will 
be televised across the 
region, will celebrate the 
greatest achievements 
of West Indies players 
and honour the 50th an-
niversary of the West In-

dies’ iconic 1975 ICC 
Men’s World Cup victory.

“The CWI/WIPA 
Awards Gala is a sig-
nificant event that high-
lights the accomplish-
ments of our players, who 
continue to inspire fans 
throughout our region and 
beyond,” said Dr. Kishore 
Shallow, President of 
CWI.

“This celebration re-
flects our shared commit-
ment to elevate the game 
and recognizes the contri-
butions of our cricketers. 
It is vital that we create 

platforms to honor their 
dedication and hard work, 
while also paying tribute 
to the rich legacy of our 
cricketing heroes from 
the past,” he added.

Wavell Hinds, President 
and CEO of WIPA, also 
offered comments on the 
return of the gala.

“This event reflects the 
strong partnership be-
tween CWI and WIPA 
to recognize excellence 
in West Indies crick-
et. Through this Awards 
Gala, we not only cele-
brate the present genera-

tion of players who con-
tinue to make their mark, 
but also honour the past 
achievements that have 
paved the way for today’s 
talent,” Hinds said.

“The commitment to 
excellence, unity, and 
growth within West In-
dies cricket is what makes 
this event so meaning-
ful and necessary for our 
community,” he added.

Further details on the 
broadcast partners, event 
schedule, and award nom-
inees will be announced in 
the coming days.

Players and staff of the West Indies 1975 Cricket World Cup squad. (CWI Media) 
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vious matches. Honduras 
beat Cuba 3-1 at the Estadio 
Nacional Chelato Ucles in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, on 
June 6, 2024.

Honduras hammered host 
Bermuda 6-1 at the Bermu-
da National Sports Centre in 
Devonshire, Bermuda, on 
June 9, 2024.

Cuba rebounded to prevail 
3-0 against the Cayman Is-
lands at the Estadio Antonio 
Maceo in Santiago, Cuba, 
on June 11, 2024.

Following the comple-
tion of the second round, 
the group winners and run-
ners-up (12 teams in total) 
will progress to the third 
and final round of World 

Cup qualifiers.
The final round match-

es will be played during 
the September, October, 
and November 2025 FIFA 
Match Windows.

The 2026 FIFA World 
Cup tournament will take 
place from June 11 to July 
19. It will be jointly hosted 
by 16 cities in three North 

American countries: Cana-
da, Mexico, and the United 
States.

The tournament will be the 
first hosted by three nations 
and the first North Ameri-
can World Cup since 1994. 
Argentina is the defending 
World Cup champion

con’t from pg 30

England’s Atkinson to miss ODI series against West Indies

LONDON (AP) — England fast 
bowler Gus Atkinson was ruled out 
of the One-Day International (ODI) 
series against the West Indies with a 
right hamstring strain on Tuesday.

Atkinson was in clear discomfort 
during the closing stages of the in-
nings victory over Zimbabwe in the 
one-off Test at Trent Bridge last week-
end, bowling only three overs on the 
final day.

After assessing the problem, En-
gland decided not to risk the 27-year-
old pacer in Harry Brook’s first ODI 

series since taking over as white-ball 
captain.

“He will now undergo a period of 
rehabilitation under the supervision 
of the England medical team,” the En-
gland and Wales Cricket Board said 
of Atkinson. “No replacement will be 
added to the ODI squad.”

Atkinson took three wickets against 
Zimbabwe and was not thought to be 
a major doubt for the upcoming Test 
series against India, beginning on June 
20 at Headingley, Britain’s Press As-
sociation reported.

He was the most experienced mem-
ber of the pace attack in Nottingham, 
with the likes of Mark Wood, Jofra Ar-
cher, Brydon Carse, and Chris Woakes 
all absent on fitness grounds, and En-
gland would not want any further set-
backs ahead of a signature series.

The ODIs against the touring West 
Indies will start at Edgbaston on 
Thursday (tomorrow) before games 
at Cardiff in Wales on Sunday and the 
Oval in London next Tuesday.

Gus Atkinson
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Antigua to resume battle in 2026 World Cup qualifiers  

Antigua and Barbuda 
will be among teams from 
the CONCACAF (Confed-
eration of North, Central 
America, and Caribbean As-
sociation Football) Region 
that will be resuming their 
campaign in the second 
round of qualifying match-
es next week in an effort to 
reach the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup Finals.

The second round of the 
CONCACAF qualifiers for 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup 
includes the two round-one 
winners, the British Virgin 
Islands and Anguilla, and 
the Confederation’s remain-
ing 28 member associations 
that are also FIFA members 
(excluding the three World 
Cup hosts, Canada, Mexico, 
and the United States). 

For the second round, the 
30 participating teams were 

divided into six groups of 
five each during the Con-
cacaf World Cup Qualifiers 
official draw on January 25, 
2024. The six groups are as 
follows:

Group A: Honduras, An-
tigua and Barbuda, Cuba, 
Bermuda, and the Cayman 
Islands. Group B: Costa 
Rica, Trinidad and Tobago, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, Grena-
da, and the Bahamas. 

Group C: Haiti, Curaçao, 
St. Lucia, Barbados, and 
Aruba. Group D: Panama, 
Nicaragua, Guyana, Mont-
serrat, and Belize.

Group E: Jamaica, Gua-
temala, the Dominican Re-
public, Dominica, and the 
British Virgin Islands. 

Group F: El Salvador, 
Suriname, Puerto Rico, St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, 

and Anguilla.
Second-round matches 

will be played during the 
FIFA Match Windows of 
June 2024 and June 2025, 
with each team playing four 
matches (two home and two 
away).

Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Benna Boys, now under new 
interim head coach Jacques 
Antonio Passy Khan of 
Mexico, will be seeking 
their first win upon resump-
tion of the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup Qualifiers next month.

Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Benna Boys will play their 
third match in Group A 
when they host their second 
home game against Cuba at 
the ABFA Technical Center 
at Paynters on Friday, June 
6, at 3 pm.

Antigua and Barbuda will 

play their fourth and final 
Group A encounter away to 
Honduras at the Estadio Na-
cional Chelato Ucles in Te-
gucigalpa on Tuesday, June 
10, at 8 pm (10 pm Antigua 
time).

Antigua and Barbuda 
Benna Boys kicked off their 
second round qualifying 
campaign in Group A with 
a 1-1 draw against Bermuda 
at the ABFA Technical Cen-
ter on June 5, 2024.

But Antigua and Barbuda 
lost their second encounter 
1-0 against the Cayman Is-
lands at the Truman Bodden 
Sports Complex in George 
Town, Cayman Islands, on 
Saturday, June 8, 2024.

Honduras currently leads 
the Group A standings af-
ter winning their two pre-

The Antigua Benna Boys training at the ABFA Technical Center. (ABFA)
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