
Prime Minister Browne is concerned 
about the impact of new US tariffs 

on the country

FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 2025      |       VOLUME 6 ISSUE 67     |        WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

Story on Page 2

Honey-tasting event by the Antigua and Barbuda Beekeepers’ Cooperative at 
the Prime Minister’s Office on Thursday. Prime Minister Gaston Browne partic-
ipated in a show of support for local honey producers Photos courtesy ASP Cecil Daley
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Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne is concerned over 
the likely impact of the new 
round of tariffs that have 
just been announced by US 
President Donald Trump 
and how they will impact 
Antigua and Barbuda.
The prime minister noted 
that the amount of goods 
that are exported to the US 
from this country is negligi-
ble as there is a huge trade 
imbalance between the 
two countries that is highly 
skewed in the US favour.
However, the prime minis-
ter noted that the impact on 
the costs of goods entering 
the country from the United 
States could increase adding 
to the inflationary pressures.
“Where it will impact us is 
in the goods that we import 
from the US. What will hap-
pen is that goods imported 
into the US will become 
more expensive when those 
goods are then imported 
into Antigua and Barbuda. 
Even American made cars 
and other (US-made) prod-
ucts that we import from 
the US, we are likely to see 
an increase in those prices 
and that is extremely wor-
risome,” PM Browne ob-

served.
As a consequence, the prime 
minister is encouraging res-
idents to ‘shop smart’ and 

to purchase local goods as 
much as possible in face of 
this new challenge.
“It’s not the first time that 
we are faced with a signif-
icant challenge, in fact, we 
have become accustomed to 
challenges and we are a re-
silient people so I say to the 
people of Antigua and Bar-
buda that not withstanding 
these challenges, I am quite 
sure that we will surmount 
them but we have to be very 
intelligent about how we 
approach these issues, es-
pecially with the increase 
in prices. We have to buy 
smarter, buy local and us-
ing local substitute would 
be important in order to en-
sure that we do not have any 

significant impact from the 
expected increase in the cost 
of living,” he stated.
PM Browne revealed that 
the matter is being ad-
dressed at the CARICOM 
level with the pro tem chair, 
Prime Minister Mia Mottley 
of Barbados asked to write 
on behalf of the region to 
President Trump outlining 
the potential fallout from 
the new tariffs on the econo-
mies of the region.
He added that the region is 
looking forward to a favour-
able response as ‘these un-
intended consequences’ of 
US policies could destabi-
lize the region.

Local News
Prime Minister Browne is concerned about the 

impact of new US tariffs on the country

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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A new highly sophisticated mobile 
crane has just been purchased by the 
Antigua and Barbuda Port Authority.
The new crane is expected to signifi-
cantly improve the efficiency of the 
operations at the St. John’s Harbour, 
the main gateway for goods entering 
the country.
Port Manager, Darwin Telemaque is in 

the United Kingdom where the crane 
has been purchased where he under-
took an inspection of the crane while 
it was in operation.
Prime Minister Gaston Browne, who 
has portfolio responsibility for the 
port, revealed that the new equipment 
was purchased for less than four mil-
lion Euros. According to the prime 

minister the purchase of the equipment 
was done in a transparent manner in 
keeping with his administration’s 
commitment to the principles of good 
governance.
“This crane will make a major differ-
ence as the one that we have currently 
is not as reliable as it was in the past 
now that it is over twenty years old. 
It is the first time in two decades that 
we are purchasing a new crane and 
you can see that systematically, we 
are addressing all the issues that the 
country we inherited, one by one,” he 
remarked.
Telemaque revealed that the current 
crane has a lifting capacity of just over 
80-tons, while the new crane’s capac-
ity is over 120-tons. The crane will 
be disassembled and shipped to St. 
John’s. When it arrives, technicians 
from the company will travel to the 
country to reassemble it. 

Antigua Port Authority acquires new 
highly sophisticated mobile crane
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The Antigua and Barbuda 
Government held its in-
augural Multilateral Envi-
ronmental Treaties (Focal 
Points) Coordination Meet-
ing this week bringing to-
gether key stakeholders 
from across government 
ministries to enhance the 
nation’s approach to in-
ternational environmental 
agreements.
The meeting, chaired by 
Ambassador Dr. Walton 
Webson, Permanent Rep-
resentative of Antigua and 
Barbuda to the United Na-
tions, featured Minister of 
the Environment, Sir Mol-
wyn Joseph as well as Per-
manent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ambassador Clarence Pil-
grim. “This coordination 
effort marks a new chapter 
in how Antigua and Bar-
buda engages with the in-
ternational community on 
environmental matters,” 
stated Ambassador Web-
son. “By speaking with one 
voice nationally on these 
critical issues, we strength-
en our position globally.” 
Also present were the, Per-
manent Secretary of the 
Ministry Environment, Ena 
Dalso-Henry and Direc-
tor-General, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Ann-Marie 
Layne.
The meeting addressed the 
country’s participation in 
numerous multilateral en-
vironmental agreements, 
including the UN Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change, the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity, 
the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands, and several oth-
ers. Representatives from 
various government depart-

ments presented on their 
respective treaty responsi-
bilities and highlighted both 
achievements and challeng-
es.
Minister Joseph emphasized 
the importance of strategic 
coordination: “Our active 
participation in these agree-
ments has positioned Anti-
gua and Barbuda as a leader 
among Small Island Devel-
oping States. This coordina-

tion mechanism will further 
enhance our ability to se-
cure resources for national 
implementation.”
The Department of Environ-
ment, which serves as a fo-
cal point for 16 multilateral 
environmental agreements, 
highlighted the country’s 
success in placing Anti-
gua and Barbuda nationals 
in key international posi-
tions and securing signifi-

cant funding through these 
agreements.
The coordination mech-
anism aims to further 
strengthen Antigua and 
Barbuda’s climate change 
action on the global stage 
while bolstering coordina-
tion and maximizing ben-
efits from multilateral ar-
rangements.

Antigua and Barbuda continues to honour its 
several multilateral environmental agreements
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The Ministry of Health has announced 
the launch of the 2025 Assisting Nurs-
ing Personnel Programme, an initia-
tive designed to strengthen the health-
care workforce by training individuals 
to support registered nurses in their 
essential duties.
Participants in this rigorous six-month 
training programme will receive com-
prehensive instruction in fundamen-
tal nursing care, equipping them with 
the necessary skills to assist nurses in 
delivering quality patient care. Upon 
successful completion, they will be 

eligible to work within the healthcare 
system as nursing assistants, contrib-
uting significantly to patient care and 
the overall efficiency of medical ser-
vices in Antigua and Barbuda.
Minister of Health, Sir Molwyn Jo-
seph, addressed the participants at the 
launch, emphasizing the programme’s 
role in bridging the gap in healthcare 
services. “This initiative is not just 
about providing jobs; it is about build-
ing a robust and resilient healthcare 
system. Each of you plays a vital role 

in ensuring that our patients receive 
the care they need. I urge you to take 
this opportunity seriously, as it can be 
the beginning of a lifelong career in 
nursing and healthcare.”
He further encouraged participants to 
think beyond this initial step and strive 
for continuous professional growth. 
“Let this be your stepping stone to-
wards becoming a registered nurse or 
even further. The healthcare sector 

Launch of the 2025 Assisting Nursing Personnel Programme

Launch of the 2025 Assisting Nursing Personnel Programme group photo that includes senior officials of the Ministry of Health

Health Minister, Sir Molwyn Joseph Permanent Secretary, Ministery of 
Health, Stacey Gregg-Paige

Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Kamaria 
DeCastro,

con’t on pg 6
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needs passionate, dedicated profes-
sionals who are willing to advance and 
take on greater responsibilities. I will 
personally be advocating for you to 
receive a stipend during your training 
period, as I understand the financial 
challenges that come with pursuing 
education.”
Acting Principal Nursing Officer, Clar-
issa Christopher, highlighted the over-
whelming interest in the programme, 
noting that due to the high volume of 
applicants, the 2025 cohort will be di-
vided into two groups to accommodate 
all eligible candidates effectively. “The 
response to this programme has been 
incredible. It is a testament to the ded-
ication and enthusiasm of our people 
who are eager to serve in the health-
care sector. Splitting the 2025 intake 
into two cohorts ensures that we can 
provide quality training and give each 
participant the attention and resources 
they need to succeed.”

Permanent Secretary with responsi-
bility for Primary Health Care, Stacey 
Gregg-Paige, challenged the partici-
pants to fully embrace this opportu-
nity with open minds and a deep un-
derstanding of their critical role in 
primary healthcare. “This is more than 
just a job; it is a calling. You will be on 
the frontlines of patient care, providing 
support where it is needed the most. 
Take this training seriously, learn as 
much as you can, and remember that 
the way you care for patients can make 
a significant difference in their lives.”
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Kamaria 
DeCastro, also addressed the new 
trainees, encouraging them to remain 
focused and committed to excellence. 
“This programme is an important step 
in strengthening our healthcare sys-
tem. We need individuals who are not 
just skilled but also compassionate and 
dedicated to patient care. Give your 
best effort in this training, because the 
knowledge and skills you gain here 
will directly impact the lives of those 

you serve.”
Minister Joseph closed the event with 
words of encouragement: “Healthcare 
is one of the most rewarding careers 
you can pursue. Your contributions 
will save lives, provide comfort, and 
improve the well-being of many. I 
want each of you to envision where 
you see yourselves in the next five 
years—whether as a registered nurse, 
a healthcare administrator, or a spe-
cialist. This is just the beginning, and I 
encourage you to aim high.”
The launch of the Assisting Nursing 
Personnel Programme 2025 reflects 
the Ministry’s continued commitment 
to strengthening the healthcare sys-
tem by fostering talent and providing 
structured opportunities for career ad-
vancement in the medical field.
The Ministry wishes to thank the Man-
agement of the Antigua and Barbuda 
International Institute of Technology 
for making the facility available for 
the training programme.

Local News
con’t from pg 5
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The Ministry of Health is 
in the process of temporar-
ily relocating the Browne’s 
Avenue Clinic to the In-
fectious Disease Center 
at the Holberton Hospital. 
This decision is part of an 
ongoing effort to facilitate 
essential renovations at the 
Browne’s Avenue Clinic, 
to ensure the delivery of 
improved healthcare ser-
vices to the community.
Minister of Health, Sir 
Molwyn Joseph, empha-
sised the importance of 
maintaining uninterrupt-
ed access to healthcare 
services while necessary 
upgrades take place. “The 
Browne’s Avenue Clinic 
plays a critical role in our 
healthcare system, and 
we are committed to en-
suring that it continues to 
serve the public effective-
ly. While plans are being 
finalized for its temporary 
relocation, we assure the 
public that every measure 
is being taken to minimise 
disruptions and enhance 
service delivery.”
The Cabinet of Antigua 
and Barbuda has already 
allocated funding to cover 
the cost of the refurbish-

ments, recognizing the 
vital role the clinic plays 
in community health-
care. Meanwhile, the Pe-
diatric Department of the 
Browne’s Avenue Clinic 
has already been relocat-
ed to the Villa Polyclinic, 
where pediatric services 
continue without interrup-
tion. 
Permanent Secretary Stac-
ey Gregg-Paige reaffirmed 
the Ministry’s commit-
ment to a smooth transi-
tion. “We understand that 

change can bring concerns, 
but this move is necessary 
to modernize the clinic 
and improve the quality of 
care for all who depend on 
it. We encourage the pub-
lic to remain patient and 
stay tuned for updates on 
where additional services 
will be offered during this 
period.”
This development is part 
of the Ministry’s broad-
er initiative to upgrade 
healthcare facilities across 
Antigua and Barbuda. It 

follows the successful re-
furbishments of clinics 
in Bolans and Liberta, 
demonstrating the govern-
ment’s continued invest-
ment in improving health-
care infrastructure.
The Ministry will provide 
further updates as plans 
are finalized and will com-
municate details regarding 
the timeline and logistics 
of the relocation. Resi-
dents are encouraged to 
stay informed through of-
ficial Ministry channels.

The Browne’s Avenue Clinic relocation 
announced ahead of renovations

Browne’s Avenue Clinic to undergo renovations
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The 24-year old Grays Farm man who 
was intercepted with a firearm and am-
munition has been sentenced to serve a 
prison term of 4-years, 3-months and 
29 days when he appeared in the mag-
istrate’s court for sentencing on Thurs-
day.
Senior Magistrate Ngaio Emanuel 
imposed the prison term on Akeem 
Brookes who was found guilty of the 

charge in the court a day earlier. He 
was also sentenced to one year for the 
unlawful possession of ammunition. 
The sentences are to run concurrently.
The magistrate followed the sentenc-
ing guidelines as laid down by the 
Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court 
when she imposed the prison terms.
Earlier this week, the police were car-
rying out a patrol in the Grays Farm 

area when they came upon a group of 
men who they saw were acting suspi-
ciously. The police decided to carry 
out a search of the men individually 
and Brookes was found in possession 
of a .32 Walter pistol with 7-rounds 
of ammunition. He was immediately 
arrested and charged with the illegal 
possession of a firearm and ammuni-
tion. 

Akeem Brookes to serve 4-years, 3-months prison term

 Residents of Antigua and 
Barbuda who wish to com-
mence the study of Portu-
guese as a foreign language 
have an opportunity to do 
so under a programme orga-
nized by the Brazilian gov-
ernment.
A release from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs said the 
Government of Brazil wish-
es to inform that the Brazil-
ian National Association of 
Directors of Federal Higher 
Education Institutions (AN-
DIFES) is offering, through 
the ANDIFES IsF Network - 
Languages without Borders, 
free online Portuguese as a 
Foreign Language Courses.
The courses are open to the 
general foreign public, and 
participants do not need to 
be affiliated with the univer-
sities in the network or be 
in Brazil. In addition, most 
of the courses can be taken 
by people who do not have 
knowledge of Portuguese.
There are 325 places avail-
able in 11 courses. Regis-
tration is free and open until 
12:00 p.m. on April 4, 2025, 

(Brasília time). To register, 
candidates must present 
an identification document 
(Passport, RNE - Nation-
al Foreigner’s Registry -, 
RNM - National Migration 
Registry -, or CPF) and, if 
necessary, proof of profi-

ciency or a self-declaration 
that they can attend classes 
at the level they have indi-
cated. 
The list of selected candi-
dates will be released on 
April 24 and the courses 

will begin on April 28.
Additional information may 
be obtained from the official 
website https://www.andif-
es.org.br/institucional/rede-
isf/. The following links are 
also useful:

Free online courses in Portuguese 
are available to residents

https://www.andifes.org.br/institucional/redeisf/
https://www.andifes.org.br/institucional/redeisf/
https://www.andifes.org.br/institucional/redeisf/


FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 2025

PAGE 10 Photo Story

Honey-tasting event by the Antigua and Barbuda Beekeepers’ Cooperative at 
the Prime Minister’s Office on Thursday. Prime Minister Gaston Browne partic-
ipated in a show of support for local honey producers Photos courtesy ASP Cecil Daley
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By Sir Ronald Sanders

For decades, the 14 independent na-
tions of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) have helped sustain 
American prosperity by collectively 
importing far more from the United 
States than they export, creating an 
enduring trade surplus in Washing-
ton’s favour.
Yet, they have not escaped the tariffs 
that President Donald Trump has im-
posed on all countries of the world. 
Thirteen of the 14 CARICOM nations 
now face a 10% tariff on all their ex-
ports to the U.S. Guyana – a relatively 
large oil exporter – confronts a tariff 
of 38%.
Because CARICOM nations consis-
tently favour U.S. goods, American 
industries, farmers, and manufacturers 
have long found profitable markets in 
our small economies. Meanwhile, our 
own exports remain modest and pose 
no threat to U.S. producers, as con-
firmed by the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive’s annual reports to Congress.
Ensuring U.S. Energy Security
There are, of course, exceptions that 

illustrate another form of partnership. 
Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago 
-two of our member states which do 
have trade surpluses with the U.S. - 
provide vital supplies of oil and gas. 
This is not simply a commercial ar-
rangement; it meets a core U.S. need 
for secure, dependable energy sourc-
es. These exports have strategic im-
portance. They ensure that the United 
States has nearby, friendly suppliers 
in times of volatility and hostility.
Impact on Haiti’s Path to Recovery
One especially delicate case for the 
CARICOM group now is Haiti, where 
the social and economic fabric remains 
under strain from political uncertainty 
and armed groups disrupting daily life. 
Imposing further tariffs on Haiti’s ex-
ports under the current circumstances, 
risks inhibiting the very progress the 
country so urgently needs. Deteriora-
tion in Haiti’s economic circumstanc-
es will only increase the Haitian impe-
tus to seek refuge in the U.S.
Undermining the Spirit of CBI and 
CBERA
Since 1983, under President Ronald 
Reagan, the U.S. has recognized the 
importance of supporting Caribbe-
an development - and, by extension, 
U.S. security interests - through mea-
sures like the Caribbean Basin Initia-
tive (CBI) and the Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act (CBERA). 
These programmes opened new op-
portunities for our countries to partic-
ipate more fully in international trade, 
while benefiting American exporters 
seeking markets for their products. 
Today’s tariffs, however, threaten to 
undo those gains by treating CAR-
ICOM countries as though they im-
pose high barriers on U.S. goods or 
run large surpluses at America’s ex-

pense.
Strengthening the Case with Data
We do not have to look far for ev-
idence of CARICOM’s consistent 
support of the U.S. economy. For in-
stance, data from the US Census Bu-
reau shows that, in 2024, the United 
States ran a $5.8 billion trade surplus 
with CARICOM as a whole. For a 
tangible illustration, Antigua and Bar-
buda’s imports from the U.S. exceed-
ed $570 million, while its exports in 
return were a mere fraction of that 
total - demonstrating a deep trade sur-
plus in favour of the U.S. The same 
story is repeated across our member 
states, underscoring our loyalty to the 
U.S. market.
The Human and Economic Costs
While the new tariffs, announced by 
President Trump on April 3, will raise 
the cost of CARICOM products in 
the United States - and very likely 
reduce exports and revenues for al-
ready challenged Caribbean econo-
mies - American consumers will also 
feel the effects. Increases in duty rates 
often translate to higher prices on 
store shelves. Thus, while Caribbean 
exporters lose potential income, U.S. 
buyers face higher costs.
Given limited resources in the ma-
jority of CARICOM countries, any 
drop in export earnings can hit local 
communities hard. This complicates 
broader recovery efforts for nations 
battling economic hardship. However, 
decline in the economic circumstanc-
es of these countries will also deprive 
U.S. firms of markets where they have 
historically thrived.
Why CARICOM Will Not Retaliate
Despite the harm imposed by these tar-

A Call for US to Revisit new Tariffs on CARICOM Countries

con’t on pg 13
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iffs, CARICOM countries are unlikely 
to respond with reciprocal duties for 
one fundamental reason: we import 60 
to 70 percent of our consumer prod-
ucts from the United States. Matching 
U.S. tariffs with equally high barriers 
would only push up the cost of living 
for our own populations. Our econo-
mies cannot afford to engage in a tit-
for-tat scenario that might escalate 
into a larger trade conflict, undermin-
ing stability in both our region and the 
broader hemisphere.
Avoiding a Global Trade War
The last thing our region wants is to 
exacerbate a global trade war. When 
powerful nations escalate tariff bat-
tles, the consequences ripple out to 
vulnerable communities worldwide 
-including our own. CARICOM’s pri-
ority is a stable environment that ben-
efits all, including the United States, 
by sustaining trade relationships that 

have proved beneficial over many de-
cades.
A Constructive Path Forward
As the Ambassador of Antigua and 
Barbuda to the United States and Dean 
of Ambassadors of Western Hemi-
sphere countries (including CAR-
ICOM nations), I respectfully urge a 
thoughtful review of the tariffs placed 
on our member states. We have faith-
fully supported U.S. economic inter-
ests by purchasing American goods 
and welcoming American investors, 
and we stand ready to continue doing 
so. Reviewing these tariffs - particu-
larly where they compromise CBI and 
CBERA objectives or burden coun-
tries striving to build resilience to di-
sasters - would be a constructive move 
that strengthens our shared commit-
ment to prosperity and security.
For the American people, upholding 
strong trade ties with CARICOM de-
livers accessible, high-quality prod-

ucts and reliable export markets that, 
in turn, protect and create jobs within 
the United States.
For CARICOM’s part, we remain 
committed to buying American, as we 
have done for decades. I believe that, 
together, we can preserve and enrich 
the partnership that has brought so 
many benefits to both sides. This will 
help strengthen America and ensure 
that the Caribbean remains a corner-
stone of regional stability, economic 
growth, and goodwill—ultimately 
benefiting all, including the United 
States.
(The writer is Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Ambassador to the US and the OAS. 
He is also the Dean of the Ambas-
sadors of the Western Hemisphere 
Group accredited to the U.S.  The 
views expressed are entirely his own. 
Responses and previous commentar-
ies:www.sirronaldsanders.com)

con’t from pg 12
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We are living in a chang-
ing and turbulent world, 
where certainty is becom-
ing a scarce resource. 

While the international 
situation is full of chal-
lenges, with the multilat-
eral trading system being 
hindered and additional 
tariffs being imposed, the 
choices made by countries 
will determine the trajecto-
ry of our times and shape 
the future of the world. I 
would like to share here 
the choice made by Chi-
na, which is, to bring 
much-needed certainty to 
this uncertain world.
On 28 March, President 

Xi Jinping had a meeting 
with more than 40 global 
Chairmen and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officers of foreign 

businesses as well as rep-
resentatives of business 
councils in Beijing. The 
meeting reiterated China’s 
resolve to open wider at a 
high standard, its determi-
nation to share develop-
ment opportunities with 
the rest of the world, and 
built a consensus that “oa-
sis of certainty” is China’s 
calling card.
 China’s door will only 

open wider. The reform and 
opening-up over the past 
four decades in China has 
proven that the country’s 
development benefits from 
foreign investments, at the 
same time, it provides a 
broad platform for foreign 
business’ growth. In 2024, 
China’s economy grew by 
5%, and consistently ac-
counted for around 30% of 
global economic growth. 

For 2025, considering both 
domestic and international 
conditions, China has set 
its economic growth tar-
get at around 5%. China 
will remain steadfast on 
the right side of history, 
along with international 
enterprises that are sincere 
partners, further focus on 
cooperation, reject protec-
tionism, and continue to be 
each other’s development 
opportunities.
“If you want to go fast, 

go alone. If you want to go 
far, go together.” China›s 
modernization is not “for 
China only”. While com-
mitted to improving the 
life of Chinese people by 
domestic development, 
China is dedicated to en-
hancing the well-being of 
people from other coun-
tries through shared devel-
opment. With high-quality 
development as the guid-
ing principle, China is 
accelerating its transition 
toward green, digital, and 
intelligent economy. From 
leading the global trend 
in new energy vehicles to 
empowering low-carbon 
development with green 
technologies, China’s in-
novation follows an open 
philosophy of “sharing 
opportunities, sharing ben-
efits”. By unleashing the 
vast opportunities of our 
super-sized market and 
fostering a thriving inno-
vation ecosystem, we will 
join hands with all partners 
to uphold the multilateral 

trading system, stabilize 
global industrial and sup-
ply chains, and achieve 
mutual success. Togeth-
er, we can turn the tide of 
challenges into a rising 
wave of shared prosperity.
With a keen understand-

ing of the increasingly 
close interdependence 
among countries, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping proposed 
building a community with 
a shared future for man-
kind in September 2015 at 
the UN General Assembly, 
and called on all countries 
to transcend disagreements 
and differences, jointly 
protect our only planet, 
and develop together the 
global village as our com-
mon home. This great vi-
sion reflects not only the 
fine tradition of Chinese 
civilization that the world 
belongs to all, but also the 
internationalist commit-
ment of Chinese nation. 
China stands ready to 

walk hand in hand with 
Antigua and Barbuda on 
our respective national 
development paths, and 
hopes Antigua and Barbu-
da will benefit more from 
China’s further high-stan-
dard opening up. We look 
forward to building togeth-
er with Antigua and Bar-
buda a community with a 
shared future, which will 
ensure that the world be-
longs to every country, and 
that everyone will have a 
bright future.

Embracing Opportunities, Sharing benefits

Authored by H.E. Zhang Yanling, Chinese Ambassador to 
Antigua and Barbuda
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High Court judge, Justice 
Colin Williams, Wednes-
day ordered the state to 
pay EC$10,500 (One EC 
dollar=US$0.37 cents) 
to a former opposition 
legislator after he had 
been falsely imprisoned 
in August 2020.
Justice Williams said 
that Ooffice of the Attor-
ney General, one of three 
defendants in the case, 
must pay EC$5,500.00 
in damages to Daniel 
Lugay, who had been 
detained outside the res-
idence of Prime Minister 
Roosevelt Skerrit on Au-
gust 15, 2020.
In addition, the state has 
also been ordered to pay 
EC$5,000 in costs, “be-
ing the figure agreed to 
prior to the commence-
ment of this matter.”
“The total sum of 
EC$10,500 shall be paid 
by the first defendant by 
Wednesday the 30th of 
April 2025,” Justice Wil-
liams said in his ruling.
Lugay had claimed that 
he was assaulted and bat-
tered, wrongfully arrest-
ed, and falsely impris-
oned or kidnapped, by 
police officers on August 
15, 2020. He had sought 
remedies from the state, 
specifically damages for 
what he believed were 

torts committed by state 
agents.
At the time of the in-
cident, Lugay, was the 
elected representative 
for the Roseau North 
constituency and was a 
member of the opposi-
tion United Workers Par-
ty (UWP).
He was arrested out-
side the residence of 
Prime Minister Skerrit 
at Morne Daniel on the 
outskirts of the capital by 
then-Inspector of Police 
Michael Sebastien, the 
second defendant, who is 
now an Assistant Super-
intendent of Police.
The court was told that 

the second defendant 
was all material times, 
the Supervisor of the 
Protective Services Unit 
(PSU), Special Branch 
Department (SB), both 
of which provides secu-
rity for the President and 
the Prime Minister and 
their respective families.
The court heard that 
when Lugay was arrest-
ed by Sebastien he was 
placed in the custody of 
Martin Anatol, the third 
defendant, and transport-
ed to the police head-
quarters in the capital.
The judge said that 
during the trial, there 
were material conflicts 

between the narratives 
of Lugay and the defen-
dants particularly relat-
ing to what transpired on 
the road at the entrance 
to the driveway of the 
prime minister’s house 
and the context in which 
the interaction between 
the Lugay and the police 
officers occurred.
“Most aspects of the ev-
idence were however 
not in dispute,” Justice 
Williams said, adding 
that the evidence reveals 
that the two police offi-
cers dealt with Lugay in 
a decisive and confident 
manner.
He said Lugay suffered 
no physical injury. Apart 
from the tort of unlawful 
imprisonment, what Lu-
gay demonstrated was 
that he experienced hurt 
feelings.
“The Claimant was 
falsely imprisoned when 
he was unreasonably 
and unlawfully detained 
beyond what was neces-
sary, and even after the 
second defendant knew 
that the claimant was 
not the person of inter-
est who was involved in 
harassing, obstructing 
and verbally abusing the 
prime minister,” Justice 
Williams said. (Loop 
Caribbean)

Dominica: Former opposition legislator awarded 
damages for false imprisonment
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The Department of Envi-
ronment has announced 
that effective April 1, 2025, 
the distribution of plastic 
T-shirt bags will be prohib-
ited across St Kitts under 
the newly enacted Plastic 
Waste Reduction Act, 2025.
“Businesses that continue 
this practice may face fines 
of up to $3,000 for a first of-
fense and up to $15,000 for 
repeated offenses,” officials 
said in a statement.
Environmental officials are 
strongly encouraging all 
business establishments to 
begin transitioning to more 
eco-friendly alternatives 

immediately. Recommended options in-
clude paper bags and reus-

able shopping bags. (Loop 
Caribbean)

St Kitts implements ban on plastic t-shirt bags
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Where despair once held him cap-
tive, Chrishawn Cornwall now 
walks with renewed purpose, a tes-
tament to the life-altering impact of 
a well-timed government interven-
tion that gave him a second chance.
In 2020, Cornwall’s world came 
tumbling down. The 38-year-old fa-
ther of three was walking with his 
wife to the bus stop when he felt a 
cramp in his left leg. He brushed 
it off as a mild inconvenience and 
made his way home, but by the time 
he got to his gate, the feeling of mild 
discomfort had grown so intense 

that he decided to visit the doctor.
The events of the next few months 
were beyond anything he could 
imagine. A whirlwind of visits to 
private medical practitioners left 
him with myriad opinions – ranging 
from pinched nerves to poor circu-
lation.
During this time, a wound which 
started as a small cyst on Cornwall’s 
leg got worse and various sets of 
medication did nothing to alleviate 
the pain.
The once vibrant cabinetmaker was 

left dependent on his wife, as he 
could no longer make the furniture 
that supported his family financially.
After weeks of no answers, Cornwall 
was admitted to the Kingston Public 
Hospital (KPH) where he underwent 
a series of tests, which provided no 
further answers as to the cause of his 
affliction.
Doctors at the KPH advised Corn-
wall that they would have to ampu-
tate his leg. He resisted and urged 
the medical team to discharge him.
He was, however, advised that this 
was not in his best interest and after 
some time, he came around. In De-
cember 2020, the hospital undertook 
the life-altering surgery and Corn-
wall was discharged shortly after.
Unable to cope with his new reality, 
he fell into depression.
“When they discharged me and I 
went home, I felt like I didn’t want 
to see anybody. I didn’t want to go 
on the road, I didn’t want to do any-
thing,” Cornwall tells JIS News in 
an interview.
He recalls, however, that his wife, 
Michelle Ann, never stopped en-
couraging him to return to the things 
that he enjoyed before losing the 
limb.
“Every evening she came in, she 
said ‘you don’t go on the road? You 
need to go look for your family and 
your friends. You need to go out! 
You can’t just stay in the house’,” 
Cornwall recounts.
At his wife’s coaxing, he gradually 
regained the confidence to return to 
life as he knew it – using crutches to 
get around.

New Limb, New Life beneficiary says he 
‘feels like a man again’

con’t on pg 19
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Cornwall also began visiting the Sir 
John Golding Rehabilitation Centre, 
at Mona in St Andrew, to which he 
was referred while at the KPH.
He had consultations for a prosthetic 
leg, but the costs proved prohibitive, 
as his wife was the only one financ-
ing the household.
Cornwall explains that his mother 
intervened and decided to help him 
with the costs to obtain the prosthet-
ic leg. She sent him the proceeds 
from a partner plan to make a pay-
ment.
As fate would have it, when he went 
to make the payment in 2024, Corn-
wall was informed about the ‘New 
Limb, New Life’ programme that 
would change his life.
The programme, a partnership be-
tween the Ministries of Health & 
Wellness and Labour & Social Secu-
rity, had gotten under way, recently.
The $50-million initiative provides 
prostheses for patients between ages 
13 and 60 who lost limbs due to 
health conditions or trauma.
One hundred and twenty Jamaicans 
have benefited from the initiative 
since it got under way in early 2024.
Cornwall tells JIS News that after 
signing up for the programme, as-
sessments were conducted by medi-
cal practitioners from Surgix and the 
order placed for his prosthetic leg.
The cabinetmaker says he was pleas-
antly surprised that the entire pro-
cess took only a few months from 
signing up to him being fitted with 
his leg in March.
“Me never know it would come 
through so fast. Right now, I feel like 
myself again. I am working again, 
and it feels like I have my two feet,” 
Cornwall beams.
He recalls how difficult it was for 

him to do his carpentry work while 
navigating on crutches and relying 
on others to complete some of the 
basic tasks that he had trouble ac-
complishing after he lost his leg.
“I feel like a man again. I can take 
care of my family,” he muses.
Reflecting further on the journey 
from losing his leg to being fitted 
with a prosthesis, and the highs and 
lows he experienced, Cornwall says 
he is grateful that he was given the 
chance to regain his independence.
For others who are on a similar jour-
ney, whether they are faced with the 
prospect of having a limb amputated 
or have recently lost a limb, Corn-
wall is urging them to have faith.
“It’s just a limb [that] you lose. Life 
is the greatest. Once you have life, 
there is hope. You just lose a limb, 
and it can be replaced. You have to 
just tell yourself ‘Don’t give up’,” 
he advises.

The devoted father of three adds that 
it is also important to have a strong 
support system.
He credits his wife for her strength 
and resilience in taking care of the 
family while he was incapacitated.
“She never left me an inch. She 
worked full time and even one time 
for the day, she came to the hospital 
to visit me. She was there for me ful-
ly,” Cornwall tells JIS News.
He describes the New Limb, New 
Life programme as a Godsend ini-
tiative.
“The programme is good and I don’t 
want it to stop. I want other people 
like me out there who lose a limb to 
get help. Because the way I feel, I 
would like other people to feel the 
same. I’m telling you right now, I 
feel great. It feels like there is noth-
ing that I can’t do,” Cornwall says. 
(Jamaica Gleaner)
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The sweeping new tariffs 
announced Wednesday 
by US President Donald 
Trump were met initially 
with measured reactions 
from key trading partners, 
highlighting the lack of 
appetite for a full-fledged 
trade war.
Trump presented the im-
port taxes, which he calls 
“reciprocal tariffs” and 
range from 10 per cent to 
49 per cent, in the simplest 
terms: the US would do to 
its trading partners what 
he said they had been do-
ing to the US for decades.
“Taxpayers have been 
ripped off for more than 50 
years,” he said. “But it is 
not going to happen any-
more.”
The president prom-
ised that “Jobs and fac-
tories will come roaring 
back into our country.” 
He framed it not just as 
an economic issue, but a 
question of national se-
curity that threatens “our 
very way of life.”
Shortly after Trump’s an-
nouncement, the British 
government said the Unit-
ed States remains the UK’s 
“closest ally”.
Business Secretary Jona-
than Reynolds said the UK 
hoped to strike a trade deal 
to “mitigate the impact” of 
the 10 per cent tariffs on 
British goods announced 
by Trump.
“Nobody wants a trade 

war and our intention re-
mains to secure a deal,” 
said Reynolds. “But noth-
ing is off the table and the 
government will do every-
thing necessary to defend 
the UK’s national inter-
est.”
Italy’s conservative Pre-
mier Giorgia Meloni de-
scribed the new 20 per 
cent tariffs against the Eu-
ropean Union as “wrong,” 
saying they benefit neither 
side.
“We will do everything 
we can to work towards an 
agreement with the Unit-
ed States, with the aim of 
avoiding a trade war that 
would inevitably weaken 
the West in favour of oth-
er global players,” Meloni 
said in a Facebook post.
Brazil’s government said 

it was considering tak-
ing the case to the World 
Trade Organization. And 
later, in a rare display of 
unity, Brazil’s Congress 
unanimously passed a 
reciprocity bill to allow 
its government to retal-
iate against any country 
or trade bloc that imposes 
tariffs on Brazilian goods.
Some countries took issue 
with the White House’s 
calculations.
Australian Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese said 
the US tariffs imposed on 
his country were totally 
unwarranted, but Australia 
will not retaliate.
“President Trump referred 
to reciprocal tariffs. A re-
ciprocal tariff would be 
zero, not 10 per cent,” said 
Albanese. The US and 

Australia have a free trade 
agreement and the US has 
a US$2-to-US$1 trade sur-
plus with Australia. “This 
is not the act of a friend.”
Trump said the United 
States bought US$3 bil-
lion of Australian beef last 
year, but Australia would 
not accept US beef im-
ports. Albanese said the 
ban on raw US beef was 
for biosecurity reasons.
The 29 per cent tariff im-
posed on the tiny South 
Pacific outpost of Norfolk 
Island came as a shock. 
The Australian territory 
has a population of around 
2,000 people and the econ-
omy revolves around tour-
ism.
“To my knowledge, we 
do not export anything to 

The world reacts with caution to US ‘reciprocal’ 
tariffs against dozens of nations
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the United States,” Nor-
folk Island Administrator 
George Plant, the Austra-
lian government’s repre-
sentative on the island, 
told the AP Thursday. “We 
don’t charge tariffs on 
anything. I can’t think of 
any non-tariff barriers that 
would be in place either, 
so we’re scratching our 
heads here.”
New Zealand also took 
issue with Trump’s tariff 
logic.
“We don’t have a 20 per 
cent tariff rate,” said trade 
minister Todd McClay, 
adding that New Zealand 
was “a very low tariff re-
gime” and the correct fig-
ure was below the 10 per 
cent baseline rate applied 
by the US to all countries.
“We won’t be looking to 
retaliate. That would put 
up prices on New Zealand 
consumers and it would be 
inflationary,” he said.
Spared for the moment 
from the latest round of 
tariffs were Mexico and 
Canada, so far as goods 
that already qualified un-
der their free trade agree-
ment with the United 
States. Yet, the previously 
announced 25 per cent tar-
iffs on auto imports were 
scheduled to take effect at 
midnight.
Mexico President Claudia 
Sheinbaum said Wednes-
day she would wait to take 
action on Thursday when 
it was clear how Trump’s 
announcement would af-
fect Mexico

“It’s not a question of if 
you impose tariffs on me, 
I’m going to impose tariffs 
on you,” she said Wednes-
day morning. “Our inter-
est is in strengthening the 
Mexican economy.”
Canada had imposed re-
taliatory tariffs in response 
to the 25 per cent tariffs 
that Trump tied to the traf-
ficking of fentanyl. The 
European Union, in re-
sponse to the steel and al-
uminium tariffs, imposed 
taxes on 26 billion euros’ 
worth ($28 billion) of US 
goods, including bour-
bon, prompting Trump to 
threaten a 200 per cent tar-
iff on European alcohol.
As Trump read the list of 
countries that would be 
targeted Wednesday, he 
repeatedly said he didn’t 
blame them for the trade 
barriers they imposed to 
protect their own nations’ 
businesses. “But we’re 
doing the same thing right 
now,” he said.
“In the face of unrelent-
ing economic warfare, the 
United States can no lon-
ger continue with a poli-
cy of unilateral economic 
surrender,” Trump said.
Speaking from a business 
forum in India, Chilean 
President Gabriel Boric 
warned that such mea-
sures, in addition to caus-
ing uncertainty, challenge 
the “mutually agreed 
rules” and the “principles 
that govern international 
trade.”
Colombia President 

Gustavo Petro, who has 
clashed with Trump be-
fore, said via X that the 
tariffs marked a global 
milestone: “Today the neo-
liberalism that proclaimed 
free-trade policies all over 
the world has died.”
Analysts say there’s little 
to be gained from an all-
out trade war, neither in 
the United States nor in 
other countries.
“Once again, Trump has 
put Europe at a cross-
roads,” said Matteo Villa, 
senior analyst at Italy’s 
Institute for International 
Political Studies.
“If Trump really imposes 
high tariffs, Europe will 
have to respond, but the 

paradox is that the EU 
would be better off doing 
nothing,” he added.
Villa also noted that re-
taliation would certainly 
be a further “blow” to the 
United States, but it would 
hurt Europe even more, as 
the EU bloc depends more 
on exports to the US than 
vice versa.
“On the other hand, Trump 
seems to understand only 
the language of force, and 
this indicates the need for 
a strong and immediate re-
sponse,” Villa said. “Prob-
ably the hope, in Brussels, 
is that the response will be 
strong enough to induce 
Trump to negotiate and, 
soon, to backtrack.” (Ja-
maica Gleaner)
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President Donald Trump on Wednes-
day announced far-reaching new 
tariffs on nearly all US trading part-
ners — a 34 per cent tax on imports 
from China and 20 per cent on the 
European Union, among others — 
that threaten to dismantle much of 
the architecture of the global econ-
omy and trigger broader trade wars.
Trump, in a Rose Garden announce-
ment, said he was placing elevated 
tariff rates on dozens of nations that 
run trade surpluses with the Unit-
ed States, while imposing a 10 per 
cent baseline tax on imports from 
all countries in response to what he 
called an economic emergency.
The president, who said the tariffs 
were designed to boost domestic 
manufacturing, used aggressive 
rhetoric to describe a global trade 
system that the United States helped 
to build after World War II, saying 
“our country has been looted, pil-
laged, raped, plundered” by other 
nations.
The action amounts to a historic tax 
hike that could push the global or-
der to a breaking point. It kickstarts 
what could be a painful transition 
for many Americans as middle-class 
essentials such as housing, autos 
and clothing are expected to be-
come more costly, while disrupting 
the alliances built to ensure peace 
and economic stability.
Trump said he was acting to bring in 
hundreds of billions in new revenue 
to the US government and restore 
fairness to global trade.
“Taxpayers have been ripped off for 
more than 50 years,” he said. “But 
it is not going to happen anymore.”
Trump declared a national econom-

ic emergency to levy the tariffs. He 
has promised that factory jobs will 
return to the United States as a re-
sult of the taxes, but his policies 
risk a sudden economic slowdown 
as consumers and businesses could 
face sharp price hikes.
Trump was fulfilling a key cam-
paign promise as he imposed what 
he called “reciprocal” tariffs on 
trade partners, acting without Con-
gress under the 1977 Internation-
al Emergency Powers Act. But his 
action Wednesday could undermine 
the voter mandate last year to com-
bat inflation that helped return him 
to the White House after a four-year 
hiatus, a choice that could carry 
tremendous economic risks for the 
public. Several Republican sena-
tors, particularly from farm states, 
have questioned the wisdom of the 
tariffs.
“With today’s announcement, US 
tariffs will approach levels not seen 
since the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act 
of 1930, which incited a global 
trade war and deepened the Great 
Depression,” said Scott Lincicome 
and Colin Grabow of the Cato Insti-
tute, a libertarian think tank.
The president’s higher rates would 
hit foreign entities that sell more 
goods to the United States than they 
buy, meaning the tariffs could stay 
in place for some time as the admin-
istration expects other nations to 
lower their tariffs and other barriers 
to trade that it says led to a US$1.2 
trillion trade imbalance last year.
The new tariffs will come on top of 
recent announcements of 25 per cent 
taxes on auto imports; levies against 
China, Canada and Mexico; and ex-
panded trade penalties on steel and 

aluminium. Trump has also imposed 
tariffs on countries that import oil 
from Venezuela and he plans sepa-
rate import taxes on pharmaceutical 
drugs, lumber, copper and computer 
chips.
None of the warning signs about 
a falling stock market or consum-
er sentiment turning morose have 
caused the administration to public-
ly second-guess its strategy, despite 
the risk of political backlash.
Senior administration officials, who 
insisted on anonymity to preview 
the new tariffs with reporters ahead 
of Trump’s speech, said the taxes 
would raise hundreds of billions of 
dollars annually in revenues. They 
said the 10 per cent baseline rate 
existed to help ensure compliance, 
while the higher rates were based 
on the trade deficits run with other 
nations and then halved to reach the 
numbers that Trump presented in 
the Rose Garden.
The 10 per cent rate would be col-
lected starting Saturday and the 
higher rates would be collected be-
ginning April 9.
Trump removed the tariff exemp-
tions on imports from China worth 
US$800 or less. He plans to remove 
the exemptions other nations have 
on imports worth US$800 or less 
once the federal government certi-
fies that is has the staffing and re-
sources in place.
Based on the possibility of broad tar-
iffs that have been floated by some 
White House aides, most outside 
analyses by banks and think tanks 
see an economy tarnished by higher 
prices and stagnating growth. (Ja-
maica Gleaner)

Trump announces sweeping new tariffs to promote US 
manufacturing, risking inflation and trade wars
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A jailed Tunisian opposi-
tion activist facing state 
conspiracy charges has 
launched a hunger strike to 
protest against being barred 
from appearing in person at 
his own trial, according to 
his defence team.
Jaouhar Ben Mbarek, 
member of the opposition 
National Salvation Front 

and Citizens Against the 
Coup group which oppose 
President Kais Saied, in-
sists on his right to be pres-
ent in court to “refute the 
false charges” against him, 
lawyer Samir Dilou said in 
a statement on Facebook 
on behalf of Ben Mbarek’s 
defence team.
Dilou said Ben Mbarek 
began his hunger strike on 
March 30.
Detained since February 

2023, Ben Mbarek is one 
of dozens of Tunisian pol-
iticians, activists, journal-
ists and other critics of the 
president who have been 
targeted in what rights 
groups describe as a sweep-
ing crackdown on dissent.
About 40 of the defendants, 
including Ben Mbarek, 
were put on trial together 

in March, facing charges 
ranging from “plotting 
against state security” to 
“belonging to a terrorist 
group”.
Human Rights Watch has 
condemned the mass trial 
as a “mockery” and urged 
Tunisia to “immediate re-
lease” all those charged. 
Bassam Trifi, head of the 
Tunisian League for the 
Defence of Human Rights, 
denounced the proceedings 
as one of Tunisia’s “biggest 

judicial scandals”.
Ben Mbarek, a former 
constitutional law profes-
sor, is among nine defen-
dants barred from attend-
ing courtroom sessions, 
deemed too dangerous to 
be released from custody.
However, he argued that 
the remote attendance op-
tion offered to him pre-

vents him from mounting 
an effective defence. In-
stead, he insists on “being 
present to defend himself 
and expose the baseless 
accusations against him in 
a proper courtroom setting 
– not in a staged remote 
session held in a prison fa-
cility,” according to his de-
fence team.
The International Com-
mission of Jurists (ICJ), an 
international rights group 

comprised of leading judg-
es and lawyers, also criti-
cised Tunisia’s judiciary for 
“systematic violations” of 
detainees’ rights in pre-trial 
proceedings, which it said 
could undermine the whole 
trial.
Charges of rolling back 
the democratic gains of 
the country’s revolution of 
2011 have dogged Saied 
since his dramatic power 
grab of July 2021, when he 
shuttered parliament and 
dismissed its speaker and 
prime minister, introducing 
a period of presidential rule 
by decree. Saied later dis-
solved the independent Su-
preme Judicial Council and 
ushered in a new constitu-
tion that bolstered his rule.
Many of those current-
ly on trial, including Ben 
Mbarek, were prominent 
critics of those moves.
Others on trial include for-
mer presidential chief of 
staff Nadia Akacha, former 
head of intelligence Ka-
mel Guizani and the for-
mer leader of opposition 
party Ennahdha, Abdelha-
mid Jelassi, who, like Ben 
Mbarek, was arrested in 
2023.
Saied, who has called the 
defendants “traitors and 
terrorists”, says he will not 
be a dictator, but those who 
are corrupt must be held 
accountable. (Al Jazeera 
English)

Jailed Tunisian opposition figure Jaouhar 
Ben Mbarek goes on hunger strike
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Amsterdam police said a car caught 
fire on the central Dam Square on 
Thursday afternoon following an ex-
plosion in the vehicle.
Police said the driver of the car was 
suspected of having caused the fire 
and had possibly done so on purpose. 
No injuries were reported.
Police said camera footage had shown 
that the fire was caused by an explo-
sion, which happened among a crowd 
of people on the busy square.
Images on social media show a man 
with burning clothes close to a small 
red car with flames lashing out the 
windows on the Dam Square. Police 
are seen extinguishing the flames on 
the visibly wounded man before tak-
ing him into custody.
Police said it had sealed off large parts 
of the square as explosives experts 
were investigating the car.

Last week, a man injured five people 
near Dam Square in a stabbing ram-
page.
Police have identified the suspect 

in that incident as a 30-year-old 
Ukrainian national from the eastern 
Donetsk region, who prosecutors said 
had terrorist intent. (NBC News)

Explosion ignites car in busy central 
Amsterdam square, Dutch police says
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New York Knicks to welcome Jalen 

Brunson back this weekend
New York Knicks All-Star guard Ja-
len Brunson is expected to return to 
practice and could see game action 
this weekend.
Brunson, 28, initially was expected to 
miss at least two weeks after sprain-
ing his right ankle during overtime of 
a March 6 road loss to the Los Ange-
les Lakers. His recovery time has been 
extended as the Knicks (48-28) have 
gone 8-6 without him in the lineup and 
are in third place in the Eastern Con-
ference.
“He’s cleared for basketball activities,” 
coach Tom Thibodeau said Wednes-
day before New York’s 124-105 loss 
to the host Cleveland Cavaliers.

The Knicks, with six regular-sea-
son games remaining, visit the At-
lanta Hawks on Saturday and host 
the Phoenix Suns on Sunday. Brunson 
has played in 61 games, four short 
of the 65-game threshold needed to 
qualify for postseason awards.
A candidate for All-NBA honors and 
the Clutch Player of the Year, Brunson 
is averaging 26.3 points, 7.4 assists 
and 3.0 rebounds in 61 starts.
The Dallas Mavericks selected 
Brunson in the second round (33rd 
overall) of the 2018 NBA Draft out of 

Villanova.
Voted an All-Star the past two seasons, 
Brunson was All-NBA second team in 
2023-24. His career averages are 18.1 
points, 5.0 assists and 3.2 rebounds in 

483 regular-season games (333 starts) 
for the Mavericks (2018-22) and 
Knicks.
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Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Pakistan incurred an over-rate of-
fence for a second game in a row 
against New Zealand after they 
were found one over short in the 
second one day in Hamilton. The 
players were fined 5% of their 
match fees after captain Moham-
mad Rizwan pleaded guilty to the 
offence.
Match referee Jeff Crowe imposed 
the sanction as per Article 2.22 of 
the ICC Code of Conduct, which 
governs over-rate offences. Play-
ers are fined 5% of their match fees 
for each over the team falls short 
of bowling in the given time. On-

field umpires Michael Gough and 
Wayne Knights, third umpire Paul 
Reiffel, and fourth umpire Chris 
Brown levelled the charge.
Pakistan were found two overs 
short in the opening ODI of the 
three-game series in Napier, where 
they lost by 73 runs. They went 
down in the second ODI by 84 runs 
to concede the series with a match 
to spare. Pakistan slipped to 72 for 
7 in their chase of 293 and only 
managed to get to 208 because of 
fifties from No. 7 Faheem Ashraf 
and No. 10 Naseem Shah. This was 
after New Zealand wicketkeeper 

Mitchell Hay scored an unbeaten 
99 to help them post 292, and that 
was followed by fast bowler Ben 
Sears registering his ODI-best fig-
ures of 5 for 59.
Pakistan were also fined for a slow-
er over-rate in the opening match of 
the 2025 Champions Trophy, which 
was also against New Zealand. 
Thus, this is the third successive 
match against New Zealand - and 
third in four completed ODIs - in 
which Pakistan have been docked 
for an over-rate offence.

Members of the Pakistan cricket team have been penalised for slow over rates

Pakistan fined for slow over-reta 
for third time in four ODIs
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