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China to provide 200 more 
condominium units

Minister of State Senator Michael Joseph (centre) with the other members of the Antigua and 
Barbuda delegation Story on Page   6
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The People’s Repub-
lic of China continues to 
demonstrate it true benev-
olence towards Antigua 
and Barbuda by agreeing 
to extend its housing grant 
to construct more condo-
minium housing units in 
the country.
Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne is reporting that 
the Chinese construction 
company engaged in the 
construction of the Boo-
by Alley Project has con-
cluded discussions with 
the government to provide 
additional condominium 
houses for low income 
families in the country.
“I wish to announce that 
we had a visit from the 
Chinese construction com-
pany and they are about 
to commence the second 
phase of the housing grant; 
the Booby Alley project 
now currently under con-
struction comprises the 
first phase. Now they will 
be constructing an addi-
tional 200-condominium 
units; 50-units will be con-
structed in Louie Hill in 
Barbuda and the other 150 
units will be constructed 
in Jennings,” PM Browne 
disclosed.
According to the prime 
minister the company will 
soon be carrying out pre-
liminary studies such as 
soil testing over the com-
ing months with the ex-
pectation that construction 
will start later in the year. 

He said the site where the 
houses will be built has 
already been decided and 
the plan is to reserve some 

of the units to accommo-
date people living at Perry 
Bay in less than acceptable 
accommodations.

“We have to clean up Per-
ry Bay as the area is like a 
social disaster because of 
the absence of toilet and 
other essential facilities. 
We want to clean out that 
area and move some of the 
residents into the Jennings 
Project so that we can re-
solve the Perry Bay issue,” 
he reported.
Meanwhile, the work on 
the construction of the 
condominium units at 
Booby Alley is progress-
ing smoothly.

200 more condominium units coming courtesy of the PRC
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The Minister of Health, Sir Molwyn 
Joseph, is reporting that he has re-
ceived an encouraging update on Kis-
hon John, who traveled to Colombia 
for urgent medical treatment for Hod-

gkin Lymphoma. 
The Minister is said to be very pleased 
to hear that Kishon is making positive 
progress in his treatment and remains 
optimistic about his continued recov-
ery.
Before departing for Colombia, Kis-
hon and his mother met with Minister 
Joseph to personally express their grat-
itude for the government’s assistance 
in facilitating his care. His journey 
was made possible through a collabo-
rative effort between the Government 
of Antigua and Barbuda through the 
Medical Benefits Scheme (MBS) and 
the Calvin Ayre Foundation (CAF). 
The total cost was US$80,000, with 
CAF and MBS each contributing 50% 
of the funds to ensure Kishon receives 
the necessary medical intervention.
The Minister expressed sincere appre-
ciation to the Calvin Ayre Foundation 
for their generosity and continued 
dedication to charitable initiatives in 

Antigua and Barbuda. He noted that 
the CAF’s ongoing commitment to 
supporting critical healthcare needs 
and other social causes is highly com-
mendable and a testament to their in-
vestment in the well-being of the na-
tion’s people.
In addition, Minister Joseph extend-
ed his gratitude to Chief Executive 
Officer-Kevin Silston, Board Sec-
retary-Valsena Tannis and the MBS 
Board for their dedication and effi-
ciency in executing government poli-
cy. Their commitment to ensuring fi-
nancial assistance and access to urgent 
medical care for citizens in need con-
tinues to strengthen Antigua and Bar-
buda’s healthcare system.
The Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda remains steadfast in its mission to 
support citizens requiring specialized 
medical treatment that is not available 
in Antigua and Barbuda.

Minister of Health provides update on Kishon John’s 
cancer treatment in Colombia

Kishon John with Health Minister, Sir 
Molwyn Joseph
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The Antigua and Barbu-
da Electoral Commission 
(ABEC), is reminding key 
stakeholders that as part of 
its mandate outlined in the 
Representation of the Peo-
ple (Amendment) Act, No. 
11 of 2002, its officers are 
required to maintain and 
enforce order at polling sta-
tions during an Election. 
Additionally, only persons 
who applied for and are 
granted the necessary ac-
creditation certified by the 
Commission will be given 
access to the above-men-
tioned locations. This list 
includes:
·	Members of the Media
·	Election Day Observers
Furthermore, the Com-
mission draws attention 
to Section 35 of The Rep-
resentation of the People 
(Amendment) Act 2002, 
No. 11 of 2002, which 
states:
(1) Any person who mis-
conducts himself in a poll-
ing station, or fails to obey 
the lawful orders of the pre-
siding officer, may imme-
diately, by order of the pre-
siding officer, be removed 
from the polling station by 
a police officer in or near 
the station or by any other 

person authorized in writ-
ing by the returning officer 
to remove him, and the per-
son so removed shall not, 
without the permission of 
the presiding officer, again 
enter the polling station 
during the day.
(2) Any person so removed 
may, if charged with the 
commission in the polling 
station of an offence, be 
dealt with as a person taken 
into custody by a police of-
ficer for an offence without 
a warrant.
(3) The powers conferred 
by this rule shall not be 
exercised so as to prevent 
a voter who is otherwise 
entitled to vote at a polling 
station from having an op-
portunity of voting at that 
station.
(4) During the hours that 
the poll is open upon poll-
ing day no person shall, in 
any polling station or upon 
any public place within one 
hundred yards of any poll-
ing station, remain or seek 
to influence any elector to 
vote or refrain from voting 
for any candidate or politi-
cal party or to ascertain for 
whom any elector intends 
to vote or has voted.
(5) Any person who contra-
venes the provisions of sub-
rule (4) commits an offence 
and is liable on conviction 
to a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars and a term 
of imprisonment of not 
more than two months.
According to Section 36:1 
of The Representation of 

the People (Amendment) 
Act 2001: No. 17 of 2001: 
The Commission shall, 
upon the issuing of the writ 
for an election, shall con-
sult with ALL electronic 
and print media operating 
in Antigua and Barbuda to 
draw up a time table for:
a) Public Education Pro-
grammes for Voters
b) Political broadcast and 
access to the print media 
for political parties and 
candidates to promote their 
views trough the electron-
ic media and to have their 
messages printed in the 
newspapers circulating in 
Antigua and Barbuda.
Local, regional and interna-
tional observers are briefed 
on their roles and respon-
sibilities as observers of 
any electoral process prior 
to receiving accreditation 
from the Commission. It 
is important to emphasize 
that the names, organiza-
tions and photographs of 
all observers must be sub-
mitted to ABEC on or be-
fore any deadline which is 
published by the Commis-
sion in order to be consid-
ered duly accredited. 
During last Wednesday’s 
counting of the ballots in 
the Barbuda Council elec-
tions, one media person-
ality who did not possess 
proper accreditation was 
escorted from the com-
pound for violating the 
rules as stipulated by the 
ABEC officers who were 
present at the time.

ABEC addresses the need for order at polling stations
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Antigua and Barbuda’s Comp-
troller of Customs, Raju Bod-
du, has been rewarded for his 
sterling stewardship of the fi-
nances of the World Customs 
Organisation, headquartered in 
Brussels, Belgium. 

Reports from the annual WCO 
meeting state that Comptroller 
Boddu has been unanimous-
ly re- elected as Chair Person 
of the Finance Committee of 
World Customs Organization 
for a record consecutive third 
term.  

According to the reports…
the United Kingdom proposed 
the re-election while the re-
maining members consisting 
of Azerbaijan, China, Domin-
ican Republic, Gambia, India, 
Italy, Japan, Republic of Ko-
rea, Mexico, the Netherlands, 
Poland, the EU, Saudi Arabia, 
Spain and the USA all support-
ed the motion.

The reports state that each 
country spoke eloquently about 
the stewardship of Antigua and 
Barbuda and lauded the contri-
bution of the Caribbean nation 
in leadership in overseeing the 
finances of WCO.

Comptroller of Customs Boddu 
creates record at WCO

Caption: Comptroller Raju Boddu (centre) flanked by the Secretary General 
Ian Saunders (USA) to his right and Ricardo Treveño, Deputy Secretary Gener-
al (Mexico) to his left.
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Antigua and Barbuda is 
being represented at the 
Third NDC Finance In-
vestment Forum in Gre-
nada from March 31 to 
April 2, 2025. 
Themed “Investing in 
Climate Action for a Re-
silient Future,” the forum 
is focused on mobilizing 
climate finance to drive 
sustainable development 
and climate resilience 
across the Caribbean.
The event, organized 
by the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) Commission in 
collaboration with the 
European Union’s Eu-
roclima Caribbean Pro-
gramme, is politically 
supported by the Unit-
ed Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) and 
the NDC Partnership.
Representing Antigua 

and Barbuda at the fo-
rum is a high-level del-
egation led by, Minister 
of State in the Ministry 
of Health and the Envi-
ronment, Sen. Michael 
Joseph. Accompanying 
him are, Debt Manag-
er at the Ministry of Fi-
nance, Peter Abraham 
Jr.; Water Manager at 
Antigua Public Utility 
Authority, Jason Peters; 
Energy Officer at the 
Ministry of Energy, Mali 
Barnes and Technical 
Officer Responsible for 
Watershed Management 
and Protected Areas at 
the Department of Envi-
ronment, Jaabari Reyn-
olds.
The forum is providing a 
platform for discussions 
on innovative financing 
solutions, energy tran-
sition strategies, water 
security measures, and 

resilient infrastructure 
development. Antigua 
and Barbuda’s delega-
tion will engage with key 
stakeholders to explore 
funding opportunities 
and collaborative proj-
ects that align with the 
nation’s climate goals.
The discussions at the 
forum focus on critical 
areas, including Innova-
tive Finance, covering 
youth economy, loss and 
damage funding, blue 
and green carbon mar-
kets, thematic bonds, 
and debt swaps. Energy 
Transition will address 
smart and resilient in-
frastructure, geothermal 
energy, electric vehicles, 
micro-grids, and sustain-
able energy transmis-
sion. Water Security top-
ics will include resource 
management, water and 
food security, rainwater 

harvesting, wastewater 
treatment, and reuse. 
Finally, Resilient Infra-
structure discussions are 
exploring urban flood-
ing, sea-level rise, disas-
ter risk financing, and 
green infrastructure de-
velopment.
Antigua and Barbuda 
remains committed to 
enhancing climate re-
silience and securing 
sustainable financing 
for projects that support 
economic and environ-
mental stability. Partic-
ipation in the NDC Fi-
nance Investment Forum 
2025 will help strengthen 
partnerships with glob-
al institutions, includ-
ing CARILEC, IRENA, 
GGGI, the World Bank, 
and UN-Habitat, to drive 
climate action and in-
vestment in the region.

Five-member delegation represents Antigua and 
Barbuda at NDC Finance Investment Forum 2025

Minister of State Senator Michael Joseph (centre) with the 
other members of the Antigua and Barbuda delegation

The plenary session of the Third NDC Finance Investment 
Forum in Grenada
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 The Antigua and Barbu-
da Defence Force has an-
nounced that its new recruits 
are to begin intense training 
in the southern areas of An-
tigua beginning on Wednes-

day and it wants members 
of the public not to interfere 
with this training.
In a social media post, the 
ABDF said it is advising the 

general public that as part 
of its basic recruit training 
course, it will be conduct-
ing a mid-term field training 
exercise, Exercise Green 
Sprout, from April 2 to 5 

in the Christian Valley and 
Cades Bay in the south. 
“During this period, mem-
bers of the public are ad-
vised not to approach or 
interact with recruits partic-
ipating in the exercise. This 
training is a critical compo-
nent of their military devel-
opment, and maintaining its 
integrity is essential,” the 
statement noted.
The ABDF says it appre-
ciates the cooperation and 
understanding of the public 
as it continues to train and 
prepare its personnel.

ABDF urges the public not to interfere 
with the training of its recruits
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The Board of Directors 
and Executive Man-
agement of Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre ac-
knowledges the recent 
industrial action taken 
by some of our dedi-
cated staff members re-
garding the outstanding 
retroactive payment. 
We fully understand the 
frustration this situation 
has created, and we sin-
cerely apologize for any 
distress it has caused to 
both our staff and the 
patients we serve. 
Prior to the industri-
al action, the hospital 
communicated with all 
staff regarding the out-
standing retroactive 
pay, stressing that re-
solving this matter was 
a top priority for the 
institution, and express-
ing gratitude for their 
patience throughout the 

process. In that com-
munication, we notified 
staff that, as part of the 
Government of Antigua 
and Barbuda’s commit-
ment to honoring its 
agreement on salary ad-
justments, monthly allo-
cations would be made 
available to facilitate 
payments for the retro-
active amounts owed to 
eligible employees. 
This retroactive pay-
ment stems from the 
Government’s decision 
to implement the re-
maining 9% of the previ-
ously agreed 14% salary 
increase for all public 
servants. The adjust-
ment covers the period 
from January 1, 2018, to 
January 31, 2024. 
 In response to the con-
cerns raised and after 
further review, a com-

mitment was made to 
pay all eligible staff at 
once, and by the end of 
the week. We believe 

this approach will better 
address the needs of our 
staff and bring resolu-
tion to this matter more 
effectively.
  While we regret the 
disruption caused by 
this industrial action, 
we remain committed 
to resolving this matter 
swiftly. The well-being 
of both our staff and the 
patients we serve is of 
paramount importance.
We appreciate the pa-
tience and understand-
ing of the public.

Statement from Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre 
on Recent Industrial Action
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The highly anticipated 8th edi-
tion of the National Secondary 
Schools’ Theatre Festival (NS-
STF) is set to take center stage 
from April 22 to April 25, 2025, 
at the re-imagined exhibition hall 
at the Multipurpose Exhibition 
and Cultural Centre in Perry Bay. 
Hosted by the Department of 
Culture, this year’s festival will 
showcase the remarkable talents 
of Antigua and Barbuda’s young 
thespians and dancers, featuring 
performances from: 
• Jennings Secondary School 
• Princess Margaret School 
• Sir Novelle Richards Academy 
• St. Mary’s Secondary School 

• Antigua Girls’ High School 
• Ottos Comprehensive School 
• All Saints Secondary School 
• Irene B. Secondary School
Beyond the stage performances, 
participants will have the invalu-
able opportunity to engage in de-
velopmental workshops on April 
19th, led by esteemed regional 
professionals and festival adjudi-
cators: 
• Kevin Moore (Jamaica) 
• Deslyn Williams-Johnson (St. 
Kitts and Nevis) 
• Angelo Ascelles (Barbados
The festival will not only cel-

ebrate the artistry of emerging 
choreographers, playwrights 
and directors from Antigua and 
Barbuda but will also provide a 
platform for youth to refine their 
craft through mentorship and 
hands-on experience. 
Each day of the festival will fea-
ture matinee and nightly perfor-
mances, offering audiences a va-
riety of compelling productions. 
The culmination of the event will 
be the much-anticipated awards 
ceremony on April 26th, recog-
nizing outstanding performances 
and contributions to the theatri-
cal arts.

The 8th Edition of the National Secondary Schools’ 
Theatre Festival Set for April 22–25, 2025
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The Antigua and Barbuda Beekeepers 
Cooperative Society (ABBC) proudly 
announces the launch of the Antigua 
and Barbuda Wildflower Honey and 
the Barbuda Logwood Honey, two 
premium 100% homegrown honey va-
rieties introduced under its respective 
collective trademarks and unified by 
the ABBC collective mark. 
This initiative strengthens sustainable 
beekeeping, brand integrity, and con-
sumer trust, ensuring that ethically 
sourced, high-quality honey from au-
thorized producers reaches both local 
and international markets.
The ABBC’s collective marks rein-
force the unique identity of its honey 
products, their authenticity, and com-
petitive advantages, empowering lo-
cal beekeepers to market their honey 
under a distinctive brand. Developed 
through a public-private collaboration 
by ABBC with the Antigua and Bar-
buda Intellectual Property and Com-
merce Office (ABIPCO), the World 
Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO), and Visual Echo, this initia-
tive leverages intellectual property 
(IP) for growing business, enhances 
IP protection, and mitigates counter-
feiting risks while promoting industry 
growth.
Building Local Capacity for Long-
Term Impact 
A key pillar of this initiative is knowl-
edge transfer and capacity building, 
ensuring local stakeholders can sus-
tainably manage and expand their IP 
assets. This was achieved through 
close, collaborative working arrange-
ments, where indirect mentorship took 
place during the course of the project. 
These collaborations allowed local 
stakeholders to gain valuable hands-
on experience and practical insights, 
equipping them to independently ap-
ply these lessons to future IP initia-
tives.
Registrar of ABIPCO, Ricki Camacho, 
highlighted the long-term benefits for 
Antigua and Barbuda’s IP framework:
 “This initiative wasn’t just about se-
curing collective marks—it was about 

equipping our local officers with the 
skills to apply these lessons across 
other industries. By being hands-on in 
this process, they are now better pre-
pared to support similar initiatives and 
drive broader IP development locally.”
Jessamyn Honculada, WIPO Project 
Lead, underscored the broader value 
of IP: “At WIPO, we see intellectual 
property as a catalyst for economic 
empowerment. By investing in knowl-
edge transfer, we help communities 
develop sustainable business models, 
protect their innovations, and strength-
en their competitiveness in both local 
and global markets.”
Key Benefits of the ABBC Collective 
Marks: 
• Authenticity Guaranteed – Only lo-
cally produced honey that meets strict 
quality and sustainability standards 
carries the ABBC mark. 
• Stronger Market Presence – Enhanc-
es brand recognition and expands ex-
port opportunities. 
• Legal Protection Reinforced – De-
ters counterfeiting and ensures legal 
recourse against trademark misuse 
• Sustainable Growth Encouraged – 
Attracts new producers while uphold-
ing high quality standards.
John Mussington, one of ABBC’s few 
but growing number of beekeepers in 

Barbuda, emphasized the initiative’s 
significance: “The ABBC collective 
marks are more than just branding—
they are a seal of trust, sustainabili-
ty, and quality. Strong IP protections 
empower producers while ensuring 
consumers receive authentic, ethically 
sourced honey.” 
Davina Laville Joyce, President of 
ABBC added that: “Each jar of Anti-
gua and Barbuda Wildflower Honey 
and Barbuda Logwood Honey rep-
resents the dedication of our Beekeep-
ers to excellence. These varieties are 
not just products – they tell the story of 
our islands’ rich biodiversity and our 
commitment to producing honey that 
is as pure as it is delicious.”
Campaign Activation and Honey Tast-
ing Events 
During the next few weeks, ABBC will 
roll out a vibrant promotional cam-
paign spanning radio, TV, electron-
ic billboards, and social media. This 
campaign will highlight the unique 
qualities of their products and edu-
cate the public on the new branding 
and beekeeping. Honey enthusiasts 
can also look forward to tasting events 
and sales at select locations—be sure 
to follow them on social media to stay 
updated on these sweet opportunities!

Bee keepers association introduces two local honey brands
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Theme: “Advancing Neurodiversity and the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”

In celebration of World Autism 
Awareness Day, April 2, 2025, Sir 
Lester Bird Medical Centre (SLB-
MC) reaffirms its commitment to 
advancing neurodiversity and pro-
moting inclusivity, in line with the 
United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs). This year’s 
theme emphasizes the importance 
of recognizing and supporting the 
diverse abilities of individuals on 
the autism spectrum and the need 
for policies that foster acceptance 
and inclusivity in every facet of 
life.
Throughout the month of April, 
SLBMC is hosting a variety of ac-
tivities to raise awareness and pro-
vide support to individuals on the 
autism spectrum and their families, 
in recognition of Autism Awareness 
Month.
Wear Blue Fridays: Light It Up 
Blue Campaign
As part of SLBMC’s ongoing Light 
It Up Blue campaign, we invite the 
community to join us every Friday 
in April for  Wear Blue Fridays. 
This initiative encourages individu-
als to wear blue as a sign of support 
for autism awareness. Light it Up 
Blue is a global campaign aimed at 
increasing visibility and fostering 
understanding for individuals on 
the autism spectrum.
Ongoing Speech & Language 
Clinic in Collaboration with 
CHATS
SLBMC continues to offer its 
Speech & Language Clinic in col-
laboration with the Center for the 

Holistic Advancement of Therapeu-
tic Services (CHATS). This clinic 
plays a pivotal role in addressing the 
communication challenges faced by 
individuals with autism. Language 
and communication are essential to 
the development and daily lives of 
autistic individuals, and the clinic 
provides practical guidance for par-
ents to navigate these challenges. 
By equipping parents with the tools 
they need, the clinic helps to create 
a supportive environment that fos-
ters positive communication and 
growth for their children.
Dr. Saleem Hughes, Chair of 
SLBMC’s Pediatric Department, 
shared,  “Our collaboration with 
CHATS has been instrumental in 
ensuring that children with autism 
and their families receive the com-
prehensive support they need. To-
gether, we are addressing the crit-
ical role that speech and language 
play in the development of children 
on the autism spectrum, empower-
ing parents and caregivers with the 
knowledge to better support their 
children’s communication needs. 
This partnership is a testament to 
our shared commitment to creating 
a more inclusive community for in-
dividuals with autism.”
Annual Sports Day with Adele 
School, CHATS, and Victory 
Center
On April 2, SLBMC will also 
host its annual Sports Day in col-
laboration with the Adele School, 
CHATS, and the Victory Center. 
This event originally established to 
support children with Down syn-
drome has evolved into a celebra-
tion of inclusivity, where we come 

together to embrace and honor our 
differences through a fun-filled 
and joyful activity. Through play, 
individuals can enhance their mo-
tor skills, social interactions, and 
emotional development, contrib-
uting to a well-rounded and joyful 
experience. The event provides an 
opportunity for students, teachers, 
families and the medical commu-
nity to come together in support of 
neurodiversity.
SLBMC Webinar for Educators: 
Supporting Communication in 
Special Needs Education
In line with our commitment to 
strengthening the support system 
for children with autism, SLBMC 
is pleased to announce the second 
year of our special webinar for edu-
cators, featuring UK-based Speech 
& Language Therapist, Vernisha 
Farrell. The webinar, which will 
focus on Effective Augmentative & 
Alternative Communication (AAC) 
Strategies, is aimed at providing 
educators with the tools and tech-
niques needed to support children 
with communication difficulties in 
special needs education.
“We believe that investing in the 
professional development of edu-
cators is essential to improving the 
lives of individuals with autism and 
their families,” said Dr. Hughes. 
“By equipping teachers with the 
knowledge and skills to support 
communication, we are strengthen-
ing and creating a more inclusive 
education system. This aligns with 
the theme of ‘Advancing Neuro-
diversity and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals,’ ensuring that 
everyone, regardless of ability, is 

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre Commemorates 
World Autism Awareness Day 2025
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included and empowered to reach 
their full potential. Acceptance and 
inclusivity must be at the core of 
our policies and practices to drive 
positive change in both our educa-
tion system and our communities. 
We encourage those interested in 
special needs education, as well 
as parents of children with speech 
delays, to attend this webinar. Our 
goal is to empower more individu-
als and inspire others to pursue ca-
reers in special needs education.”
Seeking Sponsorship for Educa-
tor Professional Development
As part of our ongoing efforts to 
provide specialized support, SLB-
MC is actively seeking sponsorship 
to support the continued profes-
sional development of educators 
in Antigua and Barbuda. By ensur-
ing that educators receive the latest 
training and support, we aim to cre-
ate an environment where children 
with autism are provided with the 
tools they need to succeed. This 
initiative will help build a stron-
ger and more inclusive educational 
community for all children.
Join Us in Advancing Neurodi-
versity
SLBMC remains dedicated to pro-
moting awareness, fostering in-
clusivity, and supporting the neu-
rodiverse community. We invite 
everyone to join us in recognizing 
World Autism Awareness Day and 
continuing these efforts throughout 
the year. Together, we can create a 
society where individuals with au-
tism are celebrated for their unique 
strengths and abilities.
For more information on SLBMC’s 
Light It Up Blue Campaign, the 
Speech & Language Clinic, and 
other events, please contact us at 
484-2792/2711.
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Ministry of Finance, Corporate Governance and Public Private Partnerships 

Updated March 26, 2025 
 

 

SALE OF ALFA NERO TO YM Thunder (Yildirim Group) - July 2024 USD ECD
Sale brokered by Northrop and Johnson - Superyacht Brokerage

Sale Price 40,000,000.00        108,000,000.00                        
Brokerage fee deducted by Northrop and Johnson 1,800,000.00        4,860,000.00                               

Balance Remitted to Government of Antigua and Barbuda 38,200,000.00        103,140,000.00                        
Amount deposited to Government of Antigua and Barbuda Account at Eastern 
Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) on  July 18 2024

36,000,000.00  97,200,000.00                      

Amount deposited to Government of Antigua and Barbuda Account at ECCB on 
September 5 2024

2,200,000.00     5,940,000.00                         

Payments/Reimbursement for Alfa Nero Crew, Fuel, Supplies and other Expenses
Reimbursement to Port Authority for  Alfa Nero Expenses 518,518.52                1,400,000.00                               
Reimbursement to Government of Antigua and Barbuda for Weekly Payments to 
Marina and Resort Lt. to meet Crew expenses (April 11-2023 to June 14, 2024)

1,736,000.00           4,716,538.40                               

Legal Fees - Christopher and Associates 300,000.00                810,000.00                                    
Legal Fees-  Anthony Astaphan 98,148.15                   265,000.00                                    
Payment to West  Indies Oil Company for Fuel Supplies 694,385.19                1,874,840.00                               
Payment to Registrar of High Court - Consent Order - Marshall and Co. (Attorney for -
Tina Westwood/Caribbean Concierge Services)

114,408.86                308,903.93                                    

Payment to  Marshall and Co. (Attorney for -Tina Westwood/Caribbean Concierge 
Services)

43,622.90                   117,781.84                                    

Payment to Registrar of High Court - Consent Order for Alfa Nero Crew 3,124,523.09           8,436,212.34                               
Payment to Marina and Resort Ltd. for Crew, Security and other expenses 2,962,426.61           7,998,551.85                               
Total Alfa Nero Expenses 9,592,033.32           25,927,828.36                           

Other Payments 
Lorna Nanton - Land Acquisition 370,370.37                1,000,000.00                               
BDO- Henry Estate  - Land Acquisition 370,370.37                1,000,000.00                               
Software One 549,473.53                1,483,578.54                               
Canadian Bank Note 185,185.19                500,000.00                                    
Caribbean Development Bank Loans 5,522,265.62           14,910,117.17                            
ECCB Advances 16,068,838.15        43,385,863.01                            
ECCB Debenture 2,877,524.07           7,769,315.00                               
Payment of Securities 1,119,724.90           3,023,257.24                               
World Bank Loan 187,041.63                505,012.40                                    
IMF XDR Purchase 531,650.48                1,435,456.30                               
Abu Dhabi Fund 590,136.16                1,593,367.63                               
Richards and Co- HMB Judgement Debt 800,000.00                2,160,000.00                               
Stanford Development Company-Receiver - Judgement Debt 370,370.37                1,000,000.00
Total Debt Payments 29,542,950.85        79,765,967.29                           
Grant Total 40,934,984.17        110,553,795.65                        
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Public Communications Brief – Alfa Nero Yacht Lawsuit Response 
1. Formal Summary of Government’s Position 

The Government of Antigua and Barbuda (GoAB) emphasizes that the seizure and sale 
of the Superyacht Alfa Nero were conducted lawfully, transparently, and with full 
international cooperation. The GoAB firmly maintains that the lawsuit filed in the United 
States by Ms. Yulia Guryeva-Motlokhov – regarding the Alfa Nero – is baseless, 
malicious, and an abuse of legal process. This legal action is viewed as a “fishing 
expedition” aimed not at genuine discovery but at harassing senior Antiguan officials 
and tarnishing the country’s reputation. 

Every step in handling the Alfa Nero was above-board, done in accordance with 
Antiguan law and with approval from the U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC). Importantly, the sale of the Alfa Nero was carried out under an official OFAC 
license after the yacht was removed from the U.S. sanctions list. It was sold in July 2024 
to a vetted buyer for US $40 million, and all proceeds were transparently accounted for 
and used for public purposes. There is no evidence whatsoever of any “missing” money 
or corrupt payments – claims to the contrary are entirely unfounded. The Government 
has published detailed financial records of the sale and expenditures, which refute any 
suggestion of impropriety. 

Ms. Guryeva-Motlokhov – the daughter of a sanctioned Russian oligarch, Andrey Guryev 
– has no legal ownership stake in the Alfa Nero, yet she has pursued multiple court 
actions after the sale did not go in her favour. The GoAB views her U.S. lawsuit as a 
vindictive attempt to intimidate and extort the Government of Antigua and Barbuda. 
Having failed in Antigua’s courts to halt or reverse the yacht’s sale, she is now trying to 
use U.S. courts to cast aspersions on Prime Minister Gaston Browne and others, hoping 
to compel a huge monetary settlement. Her allegations of corruption are 
unsubstantiated hearsay and have been categorically denied and disproven by the 
facts. 

The Government of Antigua and Barbuda remains committed to full transparency in 
Antigua and Barbuda and globally and also to cooperation with international partners. 
We have kept U.S. authorities informed at every stage and even formally requested that 
U.S. Treasury/OFAC confirm our full compliance with all sanctions’ requirements. Any 
objective review of the evidence will vindicate Antigua and Barbuda’s actions and 
expose the lawsuit’s claims as false. We will continue to engage constructively with the 
United States and all relevant parties to ensure the truth is recognized and to protect 
Antigua and Barbuda’s good name. 
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2. Explanation of Engaging U.S. Counsel 

Even though the Government of Antigua and Barbuda (GoAB) and its officials are not 
formal defendants in the U.S. court action, they have engaged attorneys in the United 
States as a protective and proactive measure. This step is crucial to safeguarding the 
country’s reputation in the face of the calumnies and slanderous claims that have been 
submitted to the U.S. Court. 

In these proceedings, the claimant has sought subpoenas targeting financial records of 
the Prime Minister and other Antiguan officials, held by third-party U.S. institutions, 
namely the Federal Bank of New York and the Clearing House Company. Such discovery 
requests may cast unwarranted suspicion on Antigua and Barbuda’s institutions, risking 
reputational harm and affecting the country’s ability use the banking system to send 
and receive money internationally. By retaining counsel, the Government can directly 
contest the misrepresentations and protect its institutions and their officials from false 
or misleading allegations. 

Although the Government and its officials are not named as defendants, being 
identified in a discovery filing can still damage a nation’s credibility and undermine 
public confidence, especially when accusations of wrongdoing are spread widely in 
media and political discourse. By proactively engaging U.S. legal experts, Antigua and 
Barbuda ensures its voice is heard in the proceeding. If necessary, counsel can move to 
quash or limit subpoenas that lack valid legal basis or that aim to propagate slanderous 
statements rather than obtain legitimate evidence. 

Taken together, this engagement of U.S. counsel underscores Antigua and Barbuda’s 
determination to defend its good name, protect its officials from unfounded allegations, 
and affirm the Government’s lawful conduct in the Alfa Nero matter. It also signals 
respect for the U.S. judicial process while ensuring that no one-sided narrative goes 
unchallenged. 

 

3. Summarized Legal Context 

Engaging U.S. attorneys is a normal and prudent step when foreign governments or 
individuals are identified in American legal proceedings- even if they are not direct 
defendants. Under U.S. law, someone involved in a foreign dispute can request 
discovery from U.S.-based institutions, which may inadvertently pull in parties who had 
no direct role in the lawsuit itself. 

By retaining U.S., those impacted parties—including the Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda—ensure they can promptly respond to any broad or intrusive requests, assert 
their rights, and challenge speculative or unjustified subpoenas. 

Simply put, having U.S. legal representation prevents unfair outcomes, and ensures that 
any misrepresentations can be swiftly corrected before a U.S. judge. This is not an 
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admission of wrongdoing; it is a standard legal safeguard to preserve due process, 
protect the nation’s reputation, and uphold the integrity of its officials. 

 

4. Impact of Opposition Allegations and harm to the Nation 

While the Government is prepared to refute all baseless allegations regarding the Alfa 
Nero, it is important to note that certain elements of the Opposition are repeating these 
claims for political gain. Unfortunately, these actions harm the nation’s reputation and 
can negatively impact the economy, the banking system and job. 

The following points are crucial: 

• International Perception and Investment:  
Publicly echoing false and unproved claims of corruption risks discouraging 
foreign investors, international lenders, and partners who are key to Antigua and 
Barbuda’s growth and stability. 
 

• Financial Services and Banking Sector:  
Allegations of impropriety may erode confidence in local financial institutions, 
adversely impacting banking relationships, increasing compliance burdens to 
the banks and raising costs to clients, and potentially driving away investment 
that sustain jobs. 
 

• Tourism and the Wider Economy: 
Negative headlines tying Antigua and Barbuda to alleged corruption can weaken 
the country’s appeal to tourists and luxury yacht patrons. Tourism and related 
services are economic mainstays that support thousands of families. 
 

• Employment and Livelihoods:  
As economic opportunities shrink, job creation is threatened. Hotel staff, port 
workers, tourism vendors, and many others may feel the impact of reduced 
economic activity linked to damaged international credibility. 

The Government urges all parties to act in the nation’s best interests by grounding 
public discourse in facts and evidence rather than unverified allegations. By 
perpetuating these unfounded claims, the Opposition is not only undermining the 
reputation of Antigua and Barbuda but also serving the purposes of Ms. Guryeva-
Motlokhov and risking harm to the livelihoods of everyday citizens and the broader 
economy. Seeking political mileage should not come at the expense of patriotism and 
the country’s hard-won economic development and international standing. 
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5. Key Talking Points for Public Outreach 

Lawful Seizure of Alfa Nero and International Approval 

• The Alfa Nero was lawfully seized by Antigua and Barbuda authorities after being 
effectively abandoned by its sanctioned owner, posing a grave hazard to the harbour in 
which is was moored and threatening jobs and revenue from the Yachting industry. 

• This was done in close consultation with the United States – the yacht was removed 
from the U.S. sanctions list so it could be disposed of legally under an OFAC license. 

Transparent Sale Process 

• The yacht was sold in July 2024 for US $40 million in a private sale, fully transparent 
and cleared by U.S. authorities. (See: Attachment 1: Notarised Bill of Sale) 

• The buyer was thoroughly vetted for any criminal or sanctions concerns, and OFAC 
was informed of the buyer’s identity with no objections. 

All Proceeds Accounted For 

• Every dollar from the yacht’s sale is accounted for. The net amount received by the 
Government was US $38.2 million, after the broker’s commission.(See: Attachment 2: 
Broker Agreement) 

• Those funds were deposited into the Government’s account at the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank and allocated for public purposes, including Alfa Nero–related expenses 
and reducing government debt. (See: Attachment 3. Finance Ministry Accounting) 

No Evidence of Corruption 

• Allegations that Prime Minister Browne or any other persons secretly profited are 
completely false and unsupported. 

• No credible evidence backs up these accusations, which come primarily from an 
investigator who was hired and paid by Ms. Guryeva-Motlokhov to produce a report 
citing unnamed sources. The report does not stand up to standards of evidence in any 
Court. 

• The Government has published all financial documents showing the transaction’s 
transparency. 

Claimant’s Lack of Rights & Motives 

• Yulia Guryeva-Motlokhov has no legal claim to the yacht. She was, at best, a 
discretionary beneficiary of a Trust associated with her sanctioned father’s assets. The 
discretionary beneficiary of a Trust does not own the Trust’s assets. 

• She failed to block the sale in Antigua’s courts and is now attempting to use U.S. court 
actions to harass Antigua’s officials and create suspicion, hoping for a payoff. 
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Contesting Baseless U.S. Legal Manoeuvres 

• The New York action is not a direct lawsuit against the Government; it is a fishing 
expedition seeking bank records in the desperate hope to find something to support 
unfounded allegations. 

• Similar subpoenas were filed in Florida against the brokerage firm involved in the sale. 
Significantly, the Florida lawsuit against the Brokerage company has not been pursued. 
The company, Northrop & Johnson Yachts-Ships LLC, is internationally known and 
respected with offices in the US, France, the UK and elsewhere. 

Public Interest First 

• The Government’s primary concern was protecting the public interest, especially given 
the high costs of maintaining the Alfa Nero yacht and potential disastrous risks if it 
remained in port. 

• Selling the yacht quickly and lawfully converted a stranded asset into a public benefit 
and safeguarded the economy from potential harm. 

Ongoing Transparency & Cooperation 

• The Government has nothing to hide. It has shared information proactively with the 
U.S. authorities and published the pertinent documents. 

• A government memorandum to the U.S. Treasury details every fact of the Alfa Nero 
matter, inviting further review. 

Sanctions Implications 

• If Ms. Guryeva-Motlokhov regained control over the yacht’s value, it could potentially 
benefit her sanctioned father. 

• She may be attempting to channel sanctioned assets, which undermines international 
sanctions. 
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Questions & Answers (Q&A) 

Q: Has the Prime Minister or Government of Antigua and Barbuda been sued? 

A: No. Neither the Prime Minister nor the Government itself is a defendant in the U.S. 
lawsuit. The filing in New York is a request for discovery from U.S. financial institutions, 
not a lawsuit for damages or wrongdoing by our Government. 

Q: What is the Government’s response to corruption allegations? 

A: The Government and the Prime Minister categorically deny them. No credible 
evidence has ever been presented, and we have published all relevant financial 
records. These allegations rely on hearsay from a private investigator who was hired and 
paid by Yulia Guryeva-Motlokhov to produce a baseless report which has no 
corroborating sources and cannot withstand scrutiny. 

Q: Where did the money from the Alfa Nero sale go? 

A: The entire US $40 million was paid by a fully vetted buyer. The broker’s commission 
was 4.5%, leaving US $38.2 million. These funds were placed in the Government’s 
account, used to cover Alfa Nero expenses (which the Government had already borne), 
and then applied to public debts. Every disbursement is documented. 

Q: Who is the claimant, and what is her motive? 

A: The claimant, Yulia Guryeva-Motlokhov, is the daughter of Russian oligarch Andrey 
Guryev, who is under U.S. sanction, as well as sanctions from the UK and the EU. She 
was never an owner of the yacht but claims entitlement through a Trust linked to her 
father’s assets. She appears to be using U.S. courts to harass Antigua and Barbuda’s 
officials and extort money. 

Q: Why was the yacht sold for $40 million instead of the $60 million previously 
mentioned at auction? 

A: The auction with the higher bid fell through once the claimant launched legal action, 
scaring off potential bidders. Under mounting costs and hurricane risks, the 
Government accepted the best available offer of $40 million in a private sale, which was 
vetted and approved. 

Q: If Government and its officials are not named in the lawsuit, why engage U.S. 
Lawyers? 

A: Engaging Counsel is Standard Procedure:  Retaining lawyers in the United States is a 
standard precaution when our Government’s name is drawn into a U.S. legal matter. We 
have a duty to defend Antigua and Barbuda’s interests in any court, anywhere. This 
proactive step is about protecting our country’s good name, not about hiding anything. 

Not a Sign of Wrongdoing – A Sign of Determination: Hiring U.S. attorneys does not 
indicate that government officials have done anything wrong. In fact, it’s because the 
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allegations are baseless that Government and others must fight them strongly, so that 
misinformation does not go unchallenged. 

Protecting National Reputation and Transparency: Our government is completely 
confident in the legality and transparency of the Alfa Nero sale and how the funds were 
handled. We have nothing to hide. By appearing in the U.S. court, our counsel can 
present the evidence and facts that confirm everything was above board 

 

6. Sample Quotes for Speeches and Media statements 
 

• “Every penny from the Alfa Nero sale is accounted for and used for the public 
good – not a cent is missing or misused.” 

• “Antigua and Barbuda acted by the book in the Alfa Nero matter – with U.S. 
approval at every step. No flashy lawsuit can rewrite those facts.” 

• “This baseless lawsuit is nothing more than the sanctioned oligarch’s family 
trying to bully Antigua and Barbuda with false claims. We will not be intimidated.” 
 

• “Let’s be clear: these allegations of secret pay-offs are pure fiction. The records 
are open, and the facts speak for themselves.” 

• “We couldn’t let a derelict superyacht threaten our harbour, our economy and 
the jobs of our people. We took responsible action – and we did so transparently 
and lawfully.” 

 is a desperate attempt at extortion, plain and simple. Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Government will stand up against such blatant extortion.” 

• “The daughter of a sanctioned oligarch is upset she couldn’t reclaim his yacht, 
so now she’s slandering our officials. It’s outrageous and we will resist it”. 

• “We refuse to let false or slanderous claims go unchallenged—engaging U.S. 
attorneys is simply the best way to defend our nation’s reputation in the U.S. 
courts.” 
 

• “Although we aren’t the ones being sued, our name is being dragged into the 
proceedings. By hiring counsel, we protect Antigua and Barbuda’s image and 
ensure no baseless allegations stand.” 
 

• “We have a duty to our citizens to uphold the country’s good name. If someone 
lodges damaging claims in a U.S. court, we will not sit by; we will respond 
vigorously, through legal representation.” 
 

• Retaining American lawyers isn’t about admitting fault—it’s about making sure 
the truth is heard, and that Antigua and Barbuda’s interests are safeguarded.” 

Feature



PAGE 23

WEDNESDAY 2ND APRIL 2025

8 
 

• “When accusations are levelled in any jurisdiction, we confront them head-on. 
That’s why we have engaged U.S. counsel, to ensure a fair hearing and to counter 
any unfounded allegations.” 

 

7. Sample public responses to the Opposition Party 

“Political point-scoring shouldn’t cost us our nation’s reputation. These baseless 
allegations only serve to scare off investors and harm our people’s livelihoods.” 

“When the Opposition spreads rumours of corruption, it isn’t just the Government that 
is a victim —every hotel worker, every bank teller, and every dock worker in Antigua and 
Barbuda feels the impact, from the undermining of the nation.” 

“International partners and investors want stability and truth. The Opposition’s 
repetition of unproven accusations jeopardize jobs, our financial sector, and the well-
being of the very people they claim to represent.” 

“This Government welcomes political debate, but malicious rumours that undermine 
Antigua and Barbuda’s credibility end up punishing the innocent - families, businesses, 
and workers across our islands.” 

“Our economic growth depends on global confidence. By perpetuating unfounded 
claims, the Opposition is not attacking the Government alone; they’re risking the 
livelihoods of every citizen.” 

“It appears that certain individuals in the UPP would rather see Antigua and Barbuda 
reduced to dust if it means seizing power. Their agenda clearly serves personal ambition 
over national interest.” 
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The Haitian National Po-
lice (PNH) said they had 
regained control of the 
town of Mirebalais, 30 
miles northeast of the cap-
ital, after heavily armed 
members of the “Viv an-
sanm” gang burnt several 
houses and vehicles, and 
fired automatic weapons 
indiscriminately killing 
and injuring several resi-
dents.
PNH deputy spokesper-
son, Lionel Lazarre, said 
that the gang members 
had on Monday attacked 
the police station, forcing 
the understaffed police of-
ficers to flee and setting 
fire to the premises. He 
said they also stormed the 
Mirebalais civil prison 
and opened all the cells, 
resulting in the escape of 
more than 500 prisoners.
In a video posted on so-
cial media, a man is seen 
hoisting an automatic ri-
fle as people around him 
yelled, “We broke out 
the prisoners!” Soon af-
ter, they began chanting, 
“They can’t stop us!”
The action of the gang 
members caused wide-

spread panic, forcing 
many families to flee to 
neighbouring towns, in-
cluding Lascahobas, Bou-
can-Carré, and Hinche. 
The action forced the 
closure of schools, shops, 
public markets, and su-
permarkets. Public trans-
port was also paralysed.
The PNH said that faced 
with this offensive, mem-
bers of a local resistance 
group, supported by the 
police attempted to repel 
the attackers but ultimate-
ly retreated due to the 
bandits’ firepower
Lazarre said that SWAT 
units and members of the 
elite Research and Inter-
vention Brigade (BRI) 
were transported by heli-
copter to Mirebalais and 
were able to repel the at-
tackers.
He said the police station 
and the civilian prison 
were recaptured and that 
several of the gang mem-
bers were fatally injured. 
Firearms and ammunition 
were also recovered by 
the PNH.
Lazarre confirmed that 
the town of Mirebalais 

is now under control and 
that several specialised 
PNH units have been de-
ployed to the area.
Criminal gangs have been 
seeking to overthrow the 
government ever since the 
July 2021 assassination of 
President Jovenel Moïse.
The United Nations Se-
curity Council in 2023 
passed a resolution for the 

Kenya-led Multinational 
Security Support (MSS) 
mission, aimed at com-
bating gang violence and 
restoring stability in the 
country. Criminal gangs 
are seeking to take com-
plete control of the capital 
Port-au-Prince, and have 
launched several attacks, 
killing women and chil-
dren among others. (Loop 
Caribbean)

Authorities in 
Haiti recapture 
town after gang 
attack
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An incident involving an attack on a 
prison officer by an inmate with known 
mental health challenges occurred at 
His Majesty’s Prison in Balsam Ghut 
on Sunday, according to prison author-
ities.
The prison superintendent Jay Ken-
dall, confirmed that staff responded 
swiftly and effectively, using appropri-
ate and measured force to de-escalate 
the situation and ensure the safety of 
all involved.
Both the officer and the inmate were 
transported to Dr D Orlando Smith 
Hospital where they received treat-
ment and were released the same day.
The superintendent expressed grati-
tude to the medical professionals for 
their prompt and compassionate care, 
while also commending prison staff 
for their professionalism, vigilance, 
and quick response during the inci-
dent.
“Their decisive actions prevented fur-
ther harm and demonstrated the critical 
role our officers play in maintaining a 
secure and supportive environment 
while managing inmates with complex 
needs,” he said in a statement.

According to an official statement, the 
“incident underscores the unpredict-
able nature of corrections work and 
highlights the ongoing challenges as-
sociated with mental health in custodi-
al settings.”
The Superintendent noted that over 
the past 18 months, they have worked 
closely with the Ministry of Health 
and Social Development and the Gov-
ernor’s Office to strengthen safety, se-
curity, and rehabilitation efforts within 
the prison.
These initiatives have reportedly in-

cluded enhanced officer training, men-
tal health awareness programs, and up-
graded protective equipment including 
improved communication tools for re-
sponding in critical situations.
While acknowledging meaningful 
progress, prison authorities empha-
sized that continuous improvement 
remains necessary. The administra-
tion reaffirmed its commitment to re-
viewing and enhancing policies, pro-
cedures, and resources to uphold high 
standards of care, security, and reha-
bilitation. (Loop Caribbean)

BVI: Prison officer attacked by inmate with 
mental health issues



WEDNESDAY 2ND APRIL 2025

PAGE 26 Regional News

The Barbados-based Ca-
ribbean Climate Outlook 
Forum (CariCOF), says a 
Caribbean heat season with 
heatwaves will most likely 
begin occurring as early as 
April and gradually ramping 
up, but is unlikely to match 
2023 and 2024.
CariCOF in its latest Carib-
bean Climate Outlooks for 
the upcoming period April 
to June, released on Mon-
day, said that this is due to El 
Niño Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO) neutral conditions 

in the Pacific, combined 
with unusually warm waters 
around the Caribbean and 
temporarily cooler waters in 
the eastern Tropical North 
Atlantic.
It is also predicting that 
in April, high evaporation 
rates, frequent short dry 
spells and buildup of any 
ongoing drought increases 
wildfire potential.
CariCOF says except for 
the mostly dry ABC Islands 
(Aruba, Bonaire and Cura-
cao), rainfall intensity and 

shower frequency should 
rise towards May in the Ba-
hamas, Guianas and Greater 
Antilles, or June in Belize 
and the Lesser Antilles “re-
sulting in high to extremely 
high potential for flooding, 
flash floods, cascading haz-
ards and associated impacts.
“Episodes of Saharan dust 
intrusion will likely be fre-
quent; the more frequent 
these are, the more dryness 
and heat, and the more errat-
ic the occurrence of severe 
weather,” CariCOF added.

In its latest drought situa-
tion, CariCOf said moder-
ate, or worse, short-term 
drought has developed in 
the central and northern Ba-
hamas, the Cayman Islands, 
parts of St. Croix, Sint 
Maarten and St. Bart’s.
It said long-term drought is 
evolving in southern Belize, 
northern Dominican Repub-
lic, southwest Jamaica, St. 
Bart’s, St. Vincent, south-
east Suriname and north-
west Trinidad. (Loop Carib-
bean)

Caribbean told heatwaves will not be as 
intensive as past two years
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Prime Minister Roosevelt 
Skerrit has strongly rebuked 
claims made by Dr Thomp-
son Fontaine, political lead-
er of the United Workers 
Party (UWP), regarding the 
recent passage of electoral 
reform bills in Dominica.
Skerrit described Fontaine’s 
statements as “misinforma-
tion” and sought to clarify 
the facts surrounding the 
legislative process.
Fontaine had criticized the 
bills, claiming that the pro-
cess was rushed and that 
only two individuals spoke 
on the bills during the par-
liamentary debate.
Skerrit quickly refuted this, 
calling it “an outright lie.”
He pointed out that several 
ministers, including those 
for housing, education, na-
tional security, and the at-
torney general, made sig-
nificant contributions to the 
debate. In addition, Skerrit 
noted that opposition mem-
bers, including Senator Del-

bert Paris, Deputy Leader of 
the UWP, also spoke in sup-
port of the bills.
“Dr Fontaine has gone as far 
as to say that Delbert Paris, 
his own deputy leader, has 
made a mistake in voting for 
the bill,” Skerrit remarked. 
He called this claim a “bla-
tant contradiction,” empha-
sizing that Paris had public-
ly explained his reasons for 
supporting key aspects of 
the reform.

Skerrit questioned Fon-
taine’s motives, saying, “So, 
I must ask: Did Hon. Del-
bert Paris make a mistake, 
as Dr Thompson Fontaine 
has stated publicly? Or is 
Dr Fontaine so desperate to 
discredit this process that he 
would throw his own deputy 
under the bus?”
The Dominica Parliament 
recently passed three bills 
supporting electoral reform: 
a Bill for an Act to ensure 

the effective operation of 
the Electoral Commission; a 
Bill for an Act outlining the 
election process for mem-
bers of the House of Assem-
bly and a Bill for an Act to 
introduce new provisions 
for the registration of elec-
tors.
The Prime Minister further 
criticized the UWP, pointing 
out that the party had spent 
years calling for elector-
al reform. However, when 
progress was made, he said, 
they chose to undermine 
their own representatives 
and spread falsehoods to 
sow discord.
“This is not leadership; it 
is irresponsibility,” Skerrit 
stated.
Skerrit concluded by reaf-
firming his government’s 
commitment to progress, 
declaring that Dominica de-
serves better. “We will con-
tinue to move forward with 
reforms that benefit the na-
tion,” he added. (Loop Ca-
ribbean)

Regional News
PM Skerrit slams Thompson Fontaine’s 

“misinformation” on electoral reform bills
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Local News
Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10
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President Donald Trump’s “Liberation 
Day” is fast approaching, and stock 
markets from Wall Street to Welling-
ton, New Zealand, are falling Monday 
in advance of it.
In New York, the S&P 500 was down 
0.4 per cent following one of its worst 
losses of the past couple of years on 
Friday. It’s on track to finish the first 
three months of the year with a loss of 
5.5 per cent, which could make this its 
worst quarter in nearly three years.
The index had been down as much as 
1.7 per cent, but it pared its loss as the 
day progressed. The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average completely erased its 
early drop and was up 83 points, or 0.2 
per cent, as of 1:19 p.m. Eastern time. 
But sharp slides for Tesla, Nvidia and 
other influential Big Tech stocks had 
the Nasdaq composite down 1.2 per 
cent.
The US stock market’s swings fol-
lowed a sell-off that spanned the world 
earlier Monday as worries build that 
tariffs coming Wednesday from Trump 
will worsen inflation and grind down 
growth for economies. Trump has said 
he’s plowing ahead in part because he 
wants more manufacturing jobs back 
in the United States.
In Japan, the Nikkei 225 index dropped 
4 per cent. South Korea’s Kospi sank 3 
per cent, and France’s CAC 40 fell 1.6 
per cent. In New Zealand, the NZX 50 
slipped a more modest 0.1 per cent.
Instead of stocks, which can be some 
of the riskiest possible investments, 
prices strengthened for things con-
sidered safer bets when the economy 
is looking shaky. Gold rose again to 
briefly crest $3,160 per ounce.
Prices for Treasury bonds also climbed, 
which in turn sent their yields down. 
The yield on the 10-year Treasury fell 
to 4.24 per cent from 4.27 per cent late 
Friday and from roughly 4.80 per cent 
in January. It’s been falling as worries 
build about tariffs.
On Wednesday, the United States is 
set to begin what Trump calls “recip-
rocal” tariffs, which will be tailored to 

match what he sees is the burden each 
country places on his, including things 
like value-added taxes. Much is still 
unknown, including exactly what the 
US government will do on “Liberation 
Day.”
At Goldman Sachs, economists expect 
Trump to announce an average 15 per 
cent reciprocal tariff. They also raised 
their forecast for inflation and lowered 
it for US economic growth for the end 
of the year.
Altogether, they now see a 35 per cent 
chance of recession in the next year, up 

from an earlier forecast of 20 per cent, 
“reflecting our lower growth forecast, 
falling confidence, and statements 
from White House officials indicat-
ing willingness to tolerate economic 
pain,” according to Goldman Sachs 
economist David Mericle.
If the April 2 tariffs end up being less 
onerous than investors fear — maybe 
Trump includes no additional tariff 
increases on China, for example — 
stocks could rally. But if they end up 
being a worst-case scenario, which 
also gets businesses so fearful that 

Stock markets fall worldwide as Trump’s 
‘Liberation Day’ approaches
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they start cutting their workforces, 
something that hasn’t happened so far, 
stocks could sink much further.
Of course, there’s also the chance that 
April 2 does little to clear the uncer-
tainty. It could end up being merely 
a “stepping stone for further negotia-
tions” instead of a big “clearing event” 
for the market, according to Michael 
Wilson and other strategists at Morgan 
Stanley.
“This means policy uncertainty and 
growth risks are likely to persist — it’s 
a question of to what degree,” Wilson 
wrote in a report.
One worry is that even if Trump’s 
tariffs end up being less harsh than 
feared, all the uncertainty created by 
them could alone cause US house-
holds and businesses to freeze their 
spending, which would hurt an econ-
omy that had been running at a solid 
pace at the close of last year.
Either way, some familiar names were 
leading the way downward on Wall 
Street Monday.
Tesla fell 3 per cent to bring its loss 
for the year so far to 36.7 per cent. It’s 
been one of the worst performers in the 
S&P 500 so far this year in large part 
because of fears that the electric-ve-
hicle maker’s brand has become too 
intertwined with its CEO, Elon Musk.
Musk has been leading US govern-
ment efforts to cut spending, making 
him a target of growing political anger, 
and protests have been swarming Tes-
la showrooms as a result.
It’s a sharp drop-off following a surge 
of roughly 90 per cent in the weeks 
following November’s Election Day, 
when the thought was that Musk’s 
close relationship with Trump could 
help the company’s finances. Tesla’s 
stock is roughly back to where it was 
on November 5.
Other Big Tech stocks also helped to 
pull the market lower. They’ve been at 
the center of the recent sell-off in large 
part because of criticism that their 
stock prices had become too expen-
sive. Critics pointed to how their pric-
es rose much faster than their already 
quick-growing profits in recent years.
Nvidia, which has ridden the frenzy 
around artificial-intelligence technol-

ogy to become one of Wall Street’s 
most influential stocks, fell 3.5 per 
cent to bring its loss for the year so far 
to 21.2 per cent.
Stocks of companies that need custom-
ers feeling flush enough to spend were 
also among Monday’s worst perform-
ers, as they’ve been so far this year.
United Airlines lost 2.5 per cent, and 
Delta Air Lines gave up 1.5 per cent.
On the winning side of Wall Street 
was Mr. Cooper, which jumped 14.4 
per cent after the home loan servicer 
said it’s being bought by mortgage 
company Rocket in an all-stock deal 
valued at $9.4 billion. The deal comes 
just weeks after Rocket acquired real 

estate listing company Redfin, and 
Rocket’s stock fell 10.4 per cent.
In stock markets abroad, Thailand’s 
SET lost 1.5 per cent after a powerful 
earthquake centered in Myanmar rat-
tled the region, causing widespread 
destruction in the country, also known 
as Burma, and less damage in places 
like Bangkok.
Shares in Italian Thai Development, 
developer of a partially built 30-story 
high-rise office building under con-
struction that collapsed, tumbled 26.9 
per cent. Thai officials said they are 
investigating the cause of the disas-
ter, which left dozens of construction 
workers missing. (Loop Caribbean)
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Two New York City 
police officers have 
been suspended after 
being charged with 
burglary and forcibly 
touching a sex worker 
while responding to a 
complaint about an il-
legal brothel, prosecu-
tors said Monday.
Officers Justin McMil-
lan and Justin Colon 
intentionally turned 
off their body camer-
as as they broke into 
a residential building, 
stole money and forc-
ibly touched a woman 
while on duty last July, 
according to Queens 
District Attorney Me-
linda Katz.
The patrol officers, who 
were still on probation-
ary status after enter-
ing the police academy 
in 2023, had been re-
sponding to a report of 
prostitution inside the 
building.
Prosecutors say the 
two shut off their body-
cams before approach-
ing a woman leaving 
the building and taking 
a key to the residence 
from her.
They returned eight 

hours later, unlocked 
the door and found 
a woman having sex 
with a man, who im-
mediately fled, accord-
ing to Katz’s office.
McMillan then stole 
money from the wom-
an’s purse and groped 
her.
The woman ran away 
and eventually called 
911 with the help of 
others, prosecutors 
said. The officers, 
meanwhile, returned 
to their station house 
without reporting the 
incidents.
McMillan, 27, of Long 
Island, and Colon, 24, 
of Queens, pleaded 

not guilty during their 
arraignment hearings 
Monday in Queens. 
They were released and 
are due back in court 
April 28, according to 
Katz’s office.
They each face one 
count of forcible touch-
ing and petit larceny, 
two counts of burglary, 
and four counts of offi-
cial misconduct.
Lawyers for the two 
didn’t immediately 
respond to messages 
seeking comment.
The officers have been 
suspended without pay. 
They were placed on 
modified duty last Au-
gust as the NYPD’s 

internal affairs bureau 
and Katz’s office in-
vestigated, according 
to police.
“We hold our officers 
to the highest standard 
of professionalism and 
integrity, and failing to 
meet that standard is 
disqualifying,” Police 
Commissioner Jessica 
Tisch said in a state-
ment. “Let me be per-
fectly clear: Any offi-
cer who violates their 
oath will be investi-
gated, exposed, and 
held fully accountable. 
That standard will nev-
er change.” (Jamaica 
Gleaner)

Two NYPD officers charged with burglary 
and forcibly touching sex worker
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United States Attorney General 
Pam Bondi said Tuesday that she 
has directed prosecutors to seek the 
death penalty against Luigi Man-
gione, the man accused of gunning 
down UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian 
Thompson, following through on 
the president’s campaign promise 
to vigorously pursue capital pun-
ishment.
It is the first time the Justice De-
partment has sought to bring the 
death penalty since President Don-
ald Trump returned to office in Jan-
uary with a vow to resume federal 
executions. Bondi’s decision to do 
so in the high-profile case against 
Mangione, who has drawn a fol-
lowing of supporters upset with the 
health care industry, underscores 
the attorney general’s commitment 
to carrying out the president’s push 
for new death penalty cases.
Trump oversaw an unprecedented 
run of executions at the end of his 
first term and has been an outspo-
ken proponent of expanding capital 

punishment. Bondi’s order comes 
weeks after she lifted a moratorium 
on the federal death penalty that 
that had been imposed under for-
mer President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration.
“Luigi Mangione’s murder of Bri-
an Thompson — an innocent man 
and father of two young children — 
was a premeditated, cold-blooded 
assassination that shocked Ameri-
ca,” Bondi said in a statement that 
described Thompson’s killing as 
“an act of political violence.”
Mangione, a 26-year-old Ivy 
League graduate, is accused of gun-
ning down Thompson in December 
outside a Manhattan hotel where 
UnitedHealthcare was about to hold 
an investor conference. Thompson, 
who was 50 and had two children 
in high school, worked for decades 
within UnitedHealthcare and its 
parent company.
Mangione, faces separate feder-
al and state murder charges for 
the killing, which rattled the busi-

ness community while galvanizing 
health insurance critics.
The federal charges include murder 
through use of a firearm, which car-
ries the possibility of the death pen-
alty. The state charges carry a max-
imum punishment of life in prison. 
Mangione has pleaded not guilty to 
a state indictment and has not en-
tered a plea to the federal charges.
Prosecutors have said the two cases 
will proceed on parallel tracks, with 
the state case expected to go to trial 
first. It wasn’t immediately clear if 
Bondi’s announcement will change 
the order.
A message seeking comment was 
left for a spokesperson for Mangi-
one’s lawyers.
Thompson’s killing alarmed the 
corporate world, where some health 
insurers hastily switched to remote 
work or online shareholder meet-
ings. The case also channelled some 
Americans’ frustrations with health 
insurance companies. Mangione’s 
writings and words on bullets re-
covered from the scene reflected 
animus toward health insurers and 
corporate America, authorities have 
said.
Surveillance video showed a 
masked gunman shooting Thomp-
son from behind. Police say the 
words “delay,” “deny” and “de-
pose” were scrawled on the am-
munition, mimicking a phrase 
commonly used to describe insurer 
tactics to avoid paying claims.
Mangione was arrested in Altoona, 
Pennsylvania, about 230 miles 
(about 370 kilometres) west of New 
York City, after a five-day manhunt. 
(Jamaica Gleaner)v

Federal prosecutors to seek death penalty for Luigi 
Mangione in UnitedHealthcare CEO’s killing
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The Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO) Monday is-
sued a new epidemi-
ological alert in re-
sponse to an increase 
in yellow fever cases 
across the Americas 

during the first months 
of 2025.
It said that the number 
of confirmed human 
cases as of March 22 
has more than doubled 
compared to the total 
recorded in all of 2024, 
raising concerns about 
a potential expansion 
of the disease.
Initial symptoms of 
yellow fever can in-
clude fever, chills, se-
vere headache, back 
pain, general body 

aches, nausea, vomit-
ing, fatigue, and weak-
ness.
Severe symptoms in-
clude high fever, yel-
low skin or eyes (jaun-
dice), bleeding, shock, 
and organ failure.

PAHO said that in 
the first three months 
of this year, 131 hu-
man cases have been 
confirmed, with 53 
deaths as compared 
with 61 cases reported 
throughout last year, 
30 of which were fatal.
PAHO said that partic-
ularly concerning are 
the new cases reported 
since October 2024 in 
the department of Tol-
ima, Colombia, which 
indicates the virus is 

appearing in areas not 
previously affected in 
past years.
“In these regions, ac-
tivities such as agri-
culture represent a risk 
factor for exposure to 
the virus. The increase 

in cases and their geo-
graphic spread high-
lights the urgent need 
to strengthen surveil-
lance, prevention, and 
control measures to 
contain the disease.”
In addition, the epide-
miological situation in 
the state of São Paulo, 
Brazil, with 34 cases 
and 19 deaths, is wor-
rying due to its prox-
imity to densely pop-
ulated urban centres, 
increasing the risk of a 

larger outbreak, it add-
ed.
While the figures re-
leased by PAHO did 
not include any Carib-
bean country, it warned 
nonetheless that yellow 
fever is a serious viral 
disease transmitted by 
mosquitoes, which can 
be fatal but is prevent-
able through vaccina-
tion.
It said the vast majori-
ty of the cases detected 
have involved individ-
uals who were not vac-
cinated.
PAHO has since called 
for intensifying vacci-
nation efforts in at-risk 
areas, aiming for cov-
erage rates above 95 
per cent.
“Vaccination is the 
most effective tool to 
combat the disease. 
PAHO also recom-
mends that countries 
review their vaccine 
stocks, ensure rapid 
response plans for out-
breaks, and make sure 
travellers to endemic 
areas are informed and 
vaccinated.” (Jamaica 
Gleaner)

PAHO issues new epidemiological alert amid 
rising yellow fever cases in the Americas
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CWI CEO & President Calls for Restructuring 
of Crickets Global Financial Model

Cricket West Indies (CWI) 
CEO Chris Dehring and 
President Dr. Kishore Shallow 
are raising fresh concerns about 
the inequitable distribution of 
international cricket revenue, 
calling for a restructuring of 
the global financial model that 
continues to disproportionately 
benefit the “Big Three”  India, 
Australia, and England at the 
expense of smaller full-member 
nations like the West Indies.
Speaking in separate but 
aligned remarks at Monday’s 
quarterly press conference, 
both executives emphasized the 
urgent need for fairness as West 
Indies cricket seeks to remain 
viable in the increasingly 
commercialized global game.
Dehring noted that while 
resource disparity has long been 
an issue for West Indies, the 
current system is now starting to 
impact other smaller cricketing 

nations as well potentially 
creating momentum for a wider 
conversation on reform
CWI President Shallow echoed 
those sentiments, stressing the 
global value of West Indies 
cricket and the need for strategic 
positioning as the game grows.
While advocating for a fairer 
global revenue structure, 
Shallow emphasized that CWI 
must also control what it can by 
strengthening its product and 
growing the game within and 
beyond its borders.



WEDNESDAY 2ND APRIL 2025

PAGE 36 Sports News
All Saints Officially Crowned 2024-25 ABFA Premier League Champions
All Saints United FC has officially 
been declared the 2024-2025 Antigua 
and Barbuda Football Association 
(ABFA) Premier League Champions
After Sunday’s final round of matches, 
All Saints United finished on 52 points, 
witth Grenades FC who finished in 
second place on 45, while Old Road 
FC secured third position with 37 
points by goal difference over Garden 
Stars
The Golden Boot award went to 
Raheem Deterville of All Saints United 
FC with 19 Goals, while the MVP of 
the Season was taken out by D’Andre 
Bishop also of All Saints United 

With the sixth round of the 
West Indies 4-Day ‘First-
Class’ Championship 
all set to bowl off 
Tuesday, the Leeward 
Islands Hurricanes have 
announced two changes 
for their clash against 
Guyana Harpy Eagles, at 
Warner Park in St Kitts.
Leg-spinner Hayden 
Walsh Jr and fast bowler 
Chamiqueko Landerfort 
join the squad, replacing 
Alzarri Joseph and 
Cameron Pennyfeather.
Captain Rahkeem 
Cornwall leads the 
13-man squad that 
includes Karima Gore, 
Jewel Andrew, Jahmar 
Hamilton, Mikyle 
Louis, Kadeem Henry, 
Oshane Thomas, Javier 
Spencer, Keacy Carty, 
Daniel Doram, and Justin 
Greaves.
The Guyana Cricket 
Board (GCB) has 
announced the inclusion 

of left-arm spinner 
Ashmead Nedd and fast 
bowler Isai Thorne in the 
Guyana Harpy Eagles 
squad.
Nedd strengthens the 
spin department, while 
Thorne’s return bolsters 
the fast-bowling unit, 
both crucial as the Harpy 
Eagles push to retain their 
title. 
Thorne’s presence 
enhances the team’s 
ability to secure vital 
fast-bowling points in 
the upcoming rounds,” 
the GCB said in a press 
release.
Two rounds remain in this 
season’s championship 
and the Hurricanes 
currently sit third on the 
table with 79.6 points, 
behind leaders and 
defending champions the 
Guyana Harpy Eagles 
who are on 102.6 and 
Trinidad & Tobago Red 
Force who are on 101 
points in second place

Leeward Islands Hurricanes have announced two changes
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The Antigua & Barbuda 
Athletics Association 
(ABAA) on Tuesday 
unveiled a 19-member 
squad to take part in the 52nd 
staging of the CARIFTA 
Games set for April 19-
21, at the Hasely Crawford 
Stadium in Port of Spain, 
Trinidad & Tobago.
2024 Antigua and 
Barbuda National Junior 
Sportswoman of the Year, 
Tyra Fenton, will compete 
in the Under-17 Female 
200m and 400m, while 
Zonique Charles will 
contest the Javelin and 
Ranique Richards will take 
part in the Shot Put.

Fenton took home bronze 
in both the U-17 200m 
and 400m at last year’s 
CARIFTA Games, in 
Grenada.
Like Fenton, Javon Simon 
will compete in the 200-
400m double, in the 
Under-17 Male category, 
while Haneif Jones will 
contest the sprint double. 
Geolyna Dowdye will 
contest the Under-20 Female 
100m and 200m, and Kasiya 
Daley will attempt the U-20 
Male equivalent of those 
two events, while Hannah 
Charles will take part in the 
1500m and 3000m.

Dowdye won 100m bronze 

in the same category at last 
year’s CARIFTA Games.
Other field athletes to 
compete, are Naeem Simon 

and Marcus Henry who will 
be a part of the High Jump, 
and Maliek Francis will 
compete in the Javelin. 

Francis set an Under-17 
record of 68.84m to take 
gold at last year’s edition 
of the Games at the Kirani 
James Stadium, in Grenada.

Former national athlete 
Jamille Nelson will serve 
as Head Coach of the team, 

with four-time Olympian 
Heather Samuel-Daley and 
Oswald Baptiste working as 
Assistant Coaches.

Gillian Matthew will serve 
as Manager of the team that 
is set to depart the island on 
April 17.
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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