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“We dodged the 
Bullet!”

Story on Page 3

The King’s Baton is welcomed to Antigua and Barbuda by local officials
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Antigua and Barbuda and 
the other countries of the 
Caribbean ‘dodged the 
bullet’ through activism 
and skillful negotiations 
to get the United States to 
provide the region with 
an exemption from new 
charges that go into effect 
on May 7 targeting Chi-
nese built ships or ship-
ping lines with these ves-
sels in their fleets.
That’s the word of Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Port Authority, Darwin 
Telemaque, in explain-
ing the significance of 
the announcement of the 
exemption and what it 
means for the economies 
of the region.
Telemaque explained that 
the powerful trade unions 
in the US pressured the 
Biden Administration to 
take action to return ship 
building to the US, once a 
leader in this industry but 
which has been eclipsed 
by China over the last 
twenty years.
He added that a study 
was commissioned, but 
when the recommenda-
tions were made it was 
the Trump Administra-
tion that was in office and 
it decided to adopt some 
of the recommendations 
from the US Trade Rep-
resentative, the office that 
oversees all trade rela-
tions between the US and 

other countries.
In essence, the US is pro-
posing to add as much as 
US$3 million extra on 
these Chinese built ships 
that call at US ports. This 
increase could translate 
into a doubling of ship-
ping costs between Mi-
ami and the Caribbean, 
Telemaque noted.
“The results would have 
been devastating for An-
tigua and Barbuda and 
the rest of the region. It 
would have been worse 
than COVID-19. At least 
during the pandemic, 
none of the shipping lines 
that serve our region in-
creased prices in any sig-
nificant way. That was 
not the same for other re-
gions such as the Pacific 

where shipping costs rose 
by 25 percent in many 
cases. Shipping costs of 
up to US$3,000.00 more 
per container would have 
had a crippling impact 
on our economies,” Tele-
maque declared.
During negotiations with 
the USTR office, the Ca-
ribbean negotiators were 
able to get three of five 
of their requests accepted 
by the Americans. One 
of these provided a geo-
graphical space that in-
cluded all of CARICOM.
“We literally got most of 
what we wanted from the 
recommendations that we 
pitched. That also meant 
that these recommen-
dations would directly 
benefit the shipping lines 

serving the Caribbean. 
One of the key ones that 
we wanted to have was 
designing the space, the 
CARICOM space, from 
the US within a nautical 
miles range so we said 
let’s exempt an area from 
the US to include the Ba-
hamas all the way down 
to Suriname of over 2000 
nautical miles; that was 
clearly in the document 
and that was accepted by 
the Americans,” he stat-
ed.
The Caribbean nego-
tiators also asked and 
received a waiver for 
vessels of certain as this 
would not affect the small 
volume on ships heading 
for Caribbean ports.
“We were heading into a 
situation where we were 
going to have freight rates 
that would have been ex-
tremely difficult for the 
Caribbean and Antigua 
and Barbuda and the im-
pact would have been 
worse than COVID-19 in 
terms of shipping rates,” 
he remarked.
Telemaque played a key 
role in the negotiations 
representing the Caribbe-
an Port Managers Asso-
ciation as well as the An-
tigua and Barbuda Port 
Authority. 
The exemption from the 
fees is permanent.

“We dodged the bullet!”says Port CEO Telemaque

Chief Executive Officer of the Antigua and Barbu-
da Port Authority, Darwin Telemaque
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U.S. District Judge Jesse M. Furman 
on Tuesday issued a memo endorse-
ment lifting the stay on subpoenas 
for the financial documents of in-
dividuals named in the Alfa Nero 

case.
In a MEMO ENDORSEMENT on 
re: [38] Response in Opposition 
to Motion, filed by Yulia Gurye-
va-Motlokhov, the federal judge 
wrote; ENDORSEMENT : Upon 
review of the parties’ letters, the 
Court concludes that the proper 
way to balance Applicant’s inter-
est in avoiding unnecessary delay 
and Movants’ privacy interests is to 
lift the stay and require production 
subject to a protective order provid-
ing that any responses to the Sub-
poenas are to be held on an Attor-
neys-Eyes-Only basis until further 
order of the Court and are to be de-
stroyed to the extent that the Court 

grants a motion to quash. Appli-
cant and Movants shall confer and, 
no later than April 25, 2025, file a 
proposed protective order. SO OR-
DERED. (Signed by Judge Jesse M. 
Furman on 4/22/25) (yv)
What this means is that the lawyers 
representing Yulia Guryeva-Mot-
lokhov, will have access to the fi-
nancial records which they subpoe-
naed. However, this will only be 
done by the lawyers involved in the 
case and only under the direction 
of the court. Whatever information 
is gleaned from the search must be 
destroyed if after hearing the argu-
ments the judge decides to quash the 
case. 

US Court sets strict guidelines for access 
to financial records in Alfa Nero case.
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Former Member of Parliament for the 
St. Mary’s South constituency, Hon. 
Hilson Baptiste, who died on Wednes-
day, will be accorded an official fu-
neral. This as Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne has expressed condolences to 
the family, friends and supporters of 

the late parliamentarian.
The prime minister’s sentiments were 
conveyed via a public statement on 
behalf of the government and people 
of Antigua and Barbuda. The state-
ment reads as follows;
On behalf of the people and Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda, Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne M.P. express-
es his sympathy to the wife of Hon-
ourable Hilson Baptiste, Ethlaine, his 
family, friends, and his supporters. 
The Honourable Hilson Baptiste died 
Wednesday 23 April 2025.
The Honourable Member of Parlia-
ment from 1994 until 2014 was elected 
by the constituents of the St. Mary’s 
South Constituency; his election on 
four occasions attest to the approv-
al which his constituents conferred 
on him for 20 years. He had been an 
entrepreneur/businessman in his pre-
vious life, bringing that experience to 

governance while his political party 
formed the majority. 
The Honourable Member acquired 
lands that are still very useful for tour-
ism investment in several areas of An-
tigua; he ensured that jobs and invest-
ment were generated by these holdings. 
Mr. Baptiste was a plain-speaking 
representative who would sprinkle his 
public pronouncements with rich Anti-
guan language and sayings.
The Honourable Hilson Baptiste fell 
ill and was infrequently seen in public. 
Nevertheless, he remained attached to 
his constituency and was embraced by 
many. An official funeral is being of-
fered to show respect for this former 
parliamentarian. May his soul rest in 
perpetual peace.
Honourable Gaston Browne M.P.

Prime Minister 

The late UPP parliamentarian, Hon. Hilson 
Baptiste to receive official funeral
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Caribbean Scholar, Dr. An-
drea Baldwin has proposed 
that the Caribbean must re-
imagine its response to the 
ruptures in today’s society 
in light of the new global 
trends. 
Baldwin, Associate Profes-
sor of Gender and Ethnic 
Studies at the University of 
Utah, delivered the Sir Ar-
thur Lewis Distinguished 
Lecture this month, marking 
a highlight of the 26th An-
nual Sir Arthur Lewis Insti-
tute of Social and Economic 
Studies (SALISES) Confer-
ence at The University of 
the West Indies (UWI) Five 
Islands Campus.
In her lecture entitled “(Re)
Imagining Caribbean Fu-
tures at a time of Imposed 
Epochal Rapture,” Dr. Bald-
win introduced the concept 
of “brackish economies,” 
building upon Sir Arthur 
Lewis’s dual sector model 

to propose a new economic 
framework for the Caribbe-
an.
“The Caribbean is not 
bound by history. It is a 
guide, a conductor of new 
frequencies through rituals, 
rebellions, and rhythms. Ca-
ribbean people have long 
practiced futurity. We know 
how to cultivate possibility 
from contradiction,” Bald-
win told the audience of ac-
ademic leaders, government 
officials, and conference 
delegates.
Baldwin’s lecture exam-
ined three major “ruptures” 
in Caribbean history: co-
lonialism, post-World War 
II global economic restruc-
turing, and current climate 
collapse. She argued that 
Caribbean societies have 
consistently responded to 
these challenges with cre-
ativity and resilience.

“Each rupture is also a 
portal, a chance to build 
something new,” Baldwin 
said. “As Sir Arthur Lewis 
taught, people, not profits, 
drive transformation. Equity 
is as important as efficiency, 
and sustainable futures must 
center justice.”
Baldwin, a Barbadian schol-
ar, developed the “brackish 
economies” model by draw-
ing inspiration from the 
unique ecological systems 
of the Caribbean. The mod-
el envisions economies not 
based solely on traditional 
metrics like GDP, but cen-
tered on care, community, 
and environmental steward-
ship.
“What if instead of growth 
at all costs, we modeled our 
economies on the mangrove 
— flexible, rooted, coopera-
tive?” Baldwin asked, chal-
lenging conventional eco-
nomic thinking.

Professor Justin Robin-
son, Pro-Vice Chancellor 
and Principal of UWI Five 
Islands Campus, praised 
Baldwin’s lecture as 
“thought-provoking and in-
sightful,” highlighting how 
it connected economic the-
ory with Caribbean realities 
especially in this turbulent 
time with shifting geo-polit-
ical boundaries and trends. 
The lecture was attended by 
distinguished guests includ-
ing Sir Rodney Williams, 
Governor General of Anti-
gua and Barbuda and Lady 
Williams as well as other 
government officials, aca-
demics, policymakers, and 
cultural leaders. SALISES 
also recognized Antiguan 
Soca band Burning Flames 
for their outstanding contri-
bution to Caribbean music 
and culture.

Caribbean Scholar Proposes Bold 
New Economic Vision for Caribbean

Caribbean Scholar, Dr. Andrea Baldwin
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The Administration of the 
Royal Police Force of An-
tigua and Barbuda is reaf-
firming its full commitment 
to the ongoing National Gun 
Amnesty, assuring the pub-
lic that the initiative remains 
a legitimate, transparent, 
and vital step towards en-
hancing public safety.
This reassurance is in re-
sponse to recent attempts 
to misrepresent the amnes-
ty program and undermine 
public trust, while discour-
aging participation, in light 
of a court conviction earlier 
in the month.
Based on the facts of evi-
dence, the accused in ques-
tion had several options and 
reasonable time to volun-
tarily surrender the illegal 
weapon; however, he chose 
not to do so. The Police Ad-
ministration is urging the 
public not to be swayed by 
these misleading narratives.
From its inception on April 
7, 2025, the National Gun 
Amnesty has been guid-
ed by clear and consistent 
protocols. The public was 
advised that individuals in 
possession of illegal fire-
arms and ammunition can 
voluntarily surrender them 
to any police station without 
fear of arrest or prosecution. 
Residents also have the op-
tion to contact the police 
station nearest them to make 
the necessary arrangements 
when surrendering a weap-
on.
To date, two illegal firearms 
and several rounds of am-
munition have been safely 
surrendered under this ini-

tiative, with no arrests or 
prosecutions resulting from 
these submissions. 
The Police Administration 

remains resolute in its com-
mitment to public safety and 
urges all citizens to support 
the National Gun Amnesty. 

Additionally, this program 
offers residents an opportu-
nity to do the right thing and 
contribute to a safer Antigua 
and Barbuda, free from the 
threats posed by criminals 
armed with illegal weapons. 
The public is further re-
minded that all submis-
sions are handled discreetly 
and with the highest level 
of confidentiality. Anyone 
seeking additional informa-
tion or guidance regarding 
the amnesty is encouraged 
to contact Police Headquar-
ters at 462-0125.

Local News
Police reassure the public regarding the 

legitimacy of the Gun Amnesty
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Antigua and Barbuda is voicing soli-
darity with the government and peo-
ple of India following terrorist attack 
that killed 27 people and injured many 
others that happened in Kashmir and 

other regions.
In a statement issued from the Office 
of the Prime Minister, the prime min-
ister said Antigua and Barbuda joins 
with all of humanity in rejecting these 

acts of violence perpetrated by those 
who wish to satisfy their narrow ends.

The full text of the statement reads;

A&B stands with India following terrorist 
attacks that claimed 27 lives

GOVERNMENT	OF	ANTIGUA	AND	BARBUDA	
Office	of	the	Prime	Minister	

Queen	Elizabeth	Highway	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Tel.	(268)	460-5100	
St.	John’s	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Fax.	(268)	462-3225	
Antigua	and	Barbuda	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 									pmsecretariat@ab.gov.ag	
	
23	April	2025	
	
His	Excellency	Narenda	Modi	
Prime	Minister	
Republic	of	India	
New	Delhi,	India	
	
Excellency:	
	
	 I	express	the	heartfelt	sympathy	of	the	people	and	Government	of	Antigua	and	Barbuda	on	the	deaths	
caused	in	Pahalgam,	Jammu	&	Kashmir,	by	terrorists	who	attacked	innocent	and	defenseless	men,	women	and	
children,	 killing	 27	 civilians.	 I	 have	 learned	 that	many	more	 innocent	 civilians	were	 seriously	 injured	 in	 the	
attack.	I	pray	for	their	recovery.	
	
	 Antigua	 and	 Barbuda	 joins	 the	 global	 community	 in	 condemning	 those	 who	 would	 unleash	 deadly	
violence	on	innocent	persons,	in	order	to	advance	their	narrow	ambitions.	Barbarism	has	no	place	in	a	world	
in	which	peace	and	justice	are	the	pursuits	of	every	nation.	The	harm	and	pain	which	are	inflicted	on	innocent	
humans	cannot	be	justified.	
	
	 The	 people	 and	Government	 of	 Antigua	 and	 Barbuda	will	 forever	 reject	 the	 course	 of	 action	which	
these	 murderous	 groups	 have	 adopted;	 all	 civilized	 people	 continue	 to	 oppose	 violence	 against	 innocent	
civilians	for	any	purpose.			
	
	 I	 avail	 myself	 of	 this	 opportunity	 to	 renew	 to	 you,	 Excellency,	 the	 assurances	 of	 my	 highest	
consideration	and	esteem.	
	
Honourable	Gaston	Browne	M.P.	
Prime	Minister	
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Abigail Piper, representing St. John’s 
Rural North and Delegate #1 in the 
upcoming Labour Queen Competi-
tion, is taking her pageant platform 
“Future Funds: Financial Litera-
cy Among Youth” directly into the 
classroom. 
Her recent school tour through the 
constituency saw her empowering 
Grade 6 students with the tools and 
knowledge to make smart financial 
choices while encouraging them as 
they prepare for their National As-
sessments.
At Cedar Grove Primary School, Ms. 
Piper delivered a presentation to the 
graduating class, sharing essential 
life skills, study techniques, and the 
value of gratitude. She reinforced 
her message by gifting each of the 24 
students a custom exam preparation 
kit, which included a pencil case, 
pencils, pens, erasers, sharpeners, a 
ruler, sticky notes, and a motivation-
al affirmation card that read: “I am 
prepared and confident for my ex-
ams.” 
Additionally, she donated to the 
school’s library a full three-book 
series of engaging, child-friendly 
financial literacy texts by Dr. Ter-
rance Martin, titled “Kids Teaching 
Kids About Money.” including The 
Mystery of the Mind, The Promise of 
the Pitons, and Treasury Trail: The 
Money Adventure. These books form 
part of her commitment to promoting 
early financial education and instill-
ing a reading culture among youth.
Joining Abigail on this initiative was 
the Member of Parliament for St. 
John’s Rural North and Minister of 
Tourism, Charles “Max” Fernandez, 
who offered words of encourage-
ment to the students, urging them to 
study diligently and reach for excel-

lence. The visit also included an in-
teractive Q&A and math quiz session 
that sparked enthusiasm and engaged 
students in a fun yet educational ex-
perience.
The tour continued to the St. Nicho-

las Primary School, where both Ms. 
Piper and Minister Fernandez donat-
ed additional copies of Dr. Martin’s 
books and engaged students in live-
ly discussions about reading, per-
sonal growth, and the importance of 
knowledge retention.

Abigail Piper Inspires Youth with Financial Literacy 
Tour Across Rural North Primary Schools
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A tattoo artist - 40-year-
old Oszie Kelvin Russell, 
aka Mongoose, of Light-
foot - has pleaded guilty to 
charges involving the ille-
gal possession of a firearm, 
matching ammunition and a 
silencer.

He is returning to court on 
Thursday to be sentenced.
The case is being heard be-
fore Senior Magistrate re-
sponsible for District ‘B’, 
Ngaio Emanuel who heard 
from the prosecution that 
the police, acting on cer-

tain intelligence, executed a 
search warrant at Russell’s 
home at approximately 6:55 
a.m. on Tuesday April 22. 
The report stated that the 
police knocked on his door 
and shouted ‘Police’ and af-
ter there was no answer they 
entered through an unlocked 
door. As they approached 
the bedroom, the police 
again shouted ‘Police’ and 
there was still no answer. 
However, Russell proceed-
ed to throw an object out-
side through the bedroom 
window. An officer was 
posted there for such even-
tuality and when he saw the 
object he shouted to his col-
leagues, ‘gun’.
A further search of the 
house discovered 10 rounds 

of ammunition along with a 
silencer. Russell claimed he 
knew nothing of the items 
and he was arrested and 
charged with unlawful pos-
session of one Glock 80 Pis-
tol and 10 matching rounds 
of ammunition, along with a 
firearm compressor (silenc-
er).
During his court appear-
ance on Wednesday, Rus-
sel pleaded guilty to the 
charges and sentencing was 
postponed until Thursday.
The Royal Police Force of 
Antigua and Barbuda says 
it remains committed to the 
safety and security of all 
residents and continues to 
actively pursue all individ-
uals involved in criminal 
activities.

Tattoo artist pleads guilty to gun and ammunition charges

Oszie Kelvin Russell, aka Mongoose
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Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10
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Important discussions on the 
future of the CIP programmes 
that are operated in five 
OECS territories took place 
at CIS25 on Wednesday.PM 
Gaston Browne and CIU CEO 
Charmaine Donovan joined 
leaders from the sub-region 
in the discussions
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By Julian Rogers 
Caribbean Bridges with Julian Rog-
ers | julian@caribbeanbridges.com

In the life of Hilson Baptiste, 
affectionately known across An-
tigua and Barbuda as Brother 
B, food was far more than nour-
ishment—it was culture, con-
viction, and a calling. Whether 
presiding over a steaming pot 
in his spirited kitchen on Long 
Street, sharing stories thick 
with humour and wisdom, or 
representing his nation abroad, 
Brother B’s passion always be-
gan and ended with food.

His kitchen was legendary 
a gathering place for meals, 
ideas, laughter, and love. Yet, 
in his public life as Minister of 
Agriculture, his culinary com-
pass found national direction. 

He was tireless in his mission to 
place food production and food 
security at the heart of the de-
velopment agenda. For Brother 
B, it wasn’t policy it was per-
sonal.

He believed fervently that no 
food should be wasted. He was 
known to chide diners who left 
their meat untouched, some-
times even reclaiming it him-
self, asserting that every bit of 
nourishment should be respect-
ed. For him, food waste repre-
sented a moral failure.

But Brother B was more than 
a culinary crusader. He was a 
voice bold, clear, and unflinch-
ing in defence of those he called 
“poor people”. He fought hard, 
with heart and heat, for fair-
ness, always siding with those 
he believed were treated un-
justly. And though passionate in 
debate, he always sought agree-
ment, believing that shared un-
derstanding was the true mea-
sure of leadership.
Even when health challenges 
arose later in life, Brother B 
faced them with the same res-
olute spirit that defined his po-
litical and personal journey. He 
remained active, sharp, and de-
termined a fighter.

He didn’t just urge people to eat 
what they grew; he also fought 
for the farmers, encouraged 
backyard gardening, mentored 
young people, and built part-
nerships with local and inter-
national allies. He viewed those 
who worked the soil as stewards 
of Antigua and Barbuda’s dwin-
dling breadbasket and honoured 
their labour with his words and 
actions.

Brother B’s legacy is deeply 
rooted in the soil and soul of this 
nation. His vision lives on in ev-
ery local dish served with pride, 
every school garden planted 
with purpose, and every policy 
shaped with the people in mind. 
He was, in every way, a man of 
the people rooted, resilient, and 
real.

May Antigua and Bar-
buda always remember 
Brother B not just as 
a Minister and advo-
cate, but as a man who 
transformed food into a 
language of love, a plat-
form for justice, and a 
rallying cry for nation-
al pride.

Remembering Brother B
Obituary

Champion of Food, Farmer, and Fighter for the People 

mailto:julian@caribbeanbridges.com
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Crisis in Mathematics 
 
by Derrick Nicholas 
 

 
 
The question of poor outcomes in Mathematics across the Caribbean, and 
what to do in order to improve the results has been discussed many times 
in the past.   
 
Last year, the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) reported that the 
pass rate for Mathematics was 36 per cent.  While those numbers are 
considered as unacceptable, Antigua and Barbuda’s pass rate continues to 
fall below the regional benchmark. 
 
Part of the problem is that students are not reading enough – not just for 
Mathematics, but all subject areas.  It therefore calls into question the 
students’ ability to read and understand.  This inability to read and 
seemingly understand what is being asked is a real and present danger. 
 
It is a real and present danger because it means that students are not 
employing any critical thinking in their work.  Inasmuch as we are 
focusing on Mathematics, this inability to apply critical thinking extends 
to other subjects. 
 
Another part of the problem is that quite a number of students are 
lacking in the knowledge or understanding of foundational skills in 
Mathematics.  It therefore means that they are unable to master more 
advanced topics. 
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Even more shocking is the dual problem of (i) the lack of mental math in 
schools, and (ii) the over reliance on calculators.  This over reliance on 
the calculator is robbing students of the ability to develop their mental 
capacity to solve problems without the use of a device. 
 
Of course, another result of this lack of mental math and the over 
reliance on a calculator is the ability to apply any critical thinking to 
their work.  It is this (critical thinking) that Mathematics is meant to 
foster and develop.  Ironically, with the Ministry of Education 
‘sanctioning’ the use of calculators in primary schools, they are 
inadvertently producing students who cannot think critically or function 
ordinarily without the aid of a device.  In other words, it has created an 
unintended consequence. 
 
If there is to be a turnaround in the poor outcomes, urgent and 
immediate interventions are required.  Those interventions of necessity 
must include the teachers and students, if they are to be successful.  The 
question therefore that should be asked “is there an appetite to turn 
around these poor outcomes in Mathematics?” 
 
The first such intervention must be with the teachers so that their 
approach to teaching Math can be addressed, and the students so they 
are taught to understand concepts rather than to memorize them.  It 
may even require reteaching for some students, who did not learn after 
the initial instruction. 
 
The intervention must also include the use of real-world connections.  
These concepts must be taught in a logical way, as some topics are 
prerequisites for other topics.   
 
Finally, the quality of the teachers who will deliver these lessons must 
also be addressed.  There are teachers in the ‘system’ who proudly 
confess that they are only teaching the subject because their principal 
asked them to do so.  No intervention would be complete without the 
involvement of supportive parents.  Parental involvement must be 
encouraged both at school, and by the Ministry of Education. 
 
If we adopt and embrace the above measures, we could start to see 
better results in Mathematics for Antigua and Barbuda.  The time is 
therefore right to stop playing lip service and do what is right for our 
students.  If we are to move forward as a nation, we need far better 
outcomes in Mathematics.  We need to continue to nurture and 
encourage critical thinking among our students.  It is that intangible 
thing called ‘critical thinking’ that would propel us as a nation. 
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Construction is well ad-
vanced on one of Antigua 
and Barbuda’s most eagerly 
anticipated new resorts.
Moon Gate Hotel & Spa 
is preparing to welcome 
its first guests in the fourth 
quarter of 2025, in time for 

the upcoming tourist sea-
son.
Recruitment is already un-
derway at Moon Gate Hotel 
& Spa which is set to create 
significant jobs for the Anti-
guan and Barbudan commu-
nity. The luxury boutique 
hotel comprises 71 suites set 

across nine buildings, each 
one offering stunning beach 
views, with an additional 
seven two-bedroom villas 
with scenic, green hillside 
views.
Headed by Antiguan devel-
opers Gaye Hechme and 
Cameron Fraser, both deep-

ly passionate about their 
island home, the eco-con-
scious all-inclusive places 
wellness and sustainability 
at the heart of its operations.
With its signature ‘Gracious 
Hospitality’ philosophy, 
Moon Gate heralds a new 
era in the hotel industry. The 

Moon Gate Hotel & Spa is preparing 
to welcome its first guests

Feature
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team has carefully crafted a 
community-minded space 
where guests can relax, en-
joy an authentic Antiguan 
experience and make mean-
ingful connections.
Moon Gate proudly rede-
fines luxury with timeless 
elegance, a fresh, carefree 

vibe, and farm-to-fork cui-
sine. Discreet service and an 
effortlessly enchanting am-
bience combine to create a 
restorative stay, stir the five 
senses and ensure guests 
feel cherished and at home.
Both Hechme and Fras-
er are deeply passionate 

about their island home, the 
eco-conscious all-inclusive 
places wellness and sustain-
ability at the heart of its op-
erations.
 “We believe in develop-
ing our community above 
all else, and we are proud 
to support initiatives that 
uplift the spirit, fuel shared 
prosperity, and promote en-
vironmental sustainability,” 
Fraser stated. 
The resort will feature an 
à la carte restaurant, plant-
based café, swimming 
pools, gym, and a deeply 
meditative spa. Real human 
connections that embody 
the simple pleasure of be-
ing genuinely hosted will be 
the thread that runs through 
each of its endeavours.

Finding the right team 
members to extend that lev-
el of care is key, Hechme 
said. “We are looking for 
passionate team members 
who embody traditional Ca-
ribbean warmth and invite 
appreciation for our culture 
and heritage. They will be 
highly professional yet per-
sonable, and empathetic to 
our guests’ needs. In ex-
change, our team will have 
the opportunity to grow and 
flourish, both personally and 
professionally,” she added.
Moon Gate takes its name 
from a circular architectural 
feature that has its roots in 
ancient China. It is said to 
offer an auspicious welcome 
and good fortune to all those 
who pass through.

Moon Gate Hotel & Spa is preparing 
to welcome its first guests

Feature
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Investigators from the Bar-
bados-based Regional Se-
curity System (RSS) have 
completed their investiga-
tions into the police shoot-
ing death of Ronaldo Pe-
ters, 21, earlier this month.
Peters was shot and killed 
on April 7, when police, 
acting on information, 
went in search of him. Po-
lice claimed that Peters 
was wanted for a rape that 
occurred sometime be-
tween December 1, 2024 
and January 31, 2025.
President Irfaan Ali had 
said that the RSS would 
assist local police in their 
probe of the deaths of Pe-
ters and Keon Fogenay, 26, 
who was killed during pro-
tests of the police killing 
on April 8.

In a statement, the Guy-
ana Police Force (GPF) 
said that its Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility 
and the Regional Security 
System “have completed 
their investigation into the 
alleged fatal shooting of 
Ronaldo Peters.”
“The case file is expected 
to be forwarded to the Di-
rector of Public Prosecu-
tion by April 23rd, 2025, to 
obtain legal advice.”
However, the GPF said 
that additional witnesses 
into the fatal shooting of 
Fogenay are expected to 
be interviewed on Monday 
“to complete the case be-
fore the file is submitted”.
It said that the RSS “is also 
expected to submit a report 

containing findings and 
recommendations”.
Both Peters and Fogenay 
were buried last weekend 
as families and friends 
gathered, cried and eulo-
gized their lives. There 
was also a collective call 
for justice.
“One of the most import-
ant things for us to do, is 
to fight for justice for all 
of us, because the govern-
ment has the tendency of 
compensating, but let us be 
clear, you cannot compen-
sate for life,” Opposition 
Leader, Aubrey Norton, 
said, noting that there is 
a worrying trend that has 
developed in Guyana with 
the police killing of un-
armed young men. He said 
it is a trend that must stop.

The funeral service was 
conducted by Pastor Mor-
ris McKinnon, who in of-
fering comfort to the fam-
ilies and the community 
of Linden said that though 
the situation is painful and 
hurting, the families and 
the community can over-
come.
“It wouldn’t be easy of 
course because your mind 
will always reflect and you 
will always thing about 
this scene and the other 
scenes some of you saw, 
but I want to direct you 
and direct your minds to 
Jesus and I want you to 
know that Jesus ain’t done 
with this world,” he added. 
(Loop Caribbean)

RSS completes probe into death of man 
shot and killed by Guyana police
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Digicel is celebrating 24 
incredible years of connect-
ing and empowering people 
across the Caribbean as it 
looks to the future with con-
fidence.
With Saturday, April 19 
marking the anniversary of 
its launch in Jamaica and 
the start of its remarkable 
expansion across the re-
gion, Digicel’s legacy of 
challenging the status quo, 
reshaping the telecoms 
landscape, making powerful 
social impact investments 
and creating a brand that is 
known and loved across the 
region, is built on passion, 
innovation and an unwaver-
ing commitment to keeping 
people connected.
With a new Group senior 
leadership team in place, the 
last 12 months have seen a 
focus on empowering the 25 
Digicel markets across the 
region with a strong focus 
on customers and service 
delivery translating into 
EBITDA growth of approx-
imately six per cent and 

growth of cash balances by 
50 per cent. 
Digicel Group CEO, Marce-

lo Catal-
do, com-
m e n t e d ; 
“ T h e 
legacy of 
Digicel is 
a proud 
one – as 
i n s p i r a -
tional as 
it is im-
pressive. 
When we 
launched 
in Ja-
m a i c a 
24 years 

ago, democratising telecom-
munications and connecting 

the unconnected was our 
mission. I’m honoured to be 
stewarding the company in 
our next era under our new 
mission of Connecting and 
Empowering as we build on 
our past and position our-
selves powerfully for our 
future.” 
He continued; “I would like 
to thank our customers for 
putting their trust in us and 
allowing us to serve them 
and of course our amazing 
team who show up and step 
up every day, going the ex-
tra mile and living our DIGI 
values of diversity, integri-
ty, growth and innovation.” 

Digicel celebrates 24 years of connecting, 
empowering people across the Caribbean
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The top UN official in Haiti sounded 
an alarm to the UN Security Council 
on Monday that escalating gang vio-
lence is liable to lead the Caribbean 
nation to “a point of no return.”
María Isabel Salvador warned that 
“Haiti could face total chaos” without 
increased funding and support for the 
operation of the Kenya-led multina-
tional force helping Haiti’s police to 
tackle the gangs’ expanding violence 
into areas beyond the capital, Port-
Au-Prince.
Most recently, she said, gangs seized 
the city of Mirebalais in central Hai-
ti, and during the attack, over 500 
prisoners were freed. It was the fifth 
prison break in under a year, “part of 
a deliberate effort to entrench domi-
nance, dismantle institutions and in-
stil fear.”
Haiti’s police, supported by the armed 
forces and the Kenya-led force, were 
overwhelmed by the scale and dura-
tion of the violence, the UN special 
representative said.
The gangs have grown in power since 
the July 7, 2021, assassination of 
President Jovenel Moïse and are now 
estimated to control 85% of the cap-
ital and are moving into surrounding 
areas. Haiti has not had a president 
since then.
The UN-backed mission led by Ken-
yan police arrived in Haiti last year 
to help local authorities quell gang 
violence, but the mission remains 
understaffed and underfunded, with 
only about 40% of the 2,500 person-
nel originally envisioned.
Salvador said that in February and 
March alone, 1,086 people were 
killed and 383 injured. In addition, 
according to the UN migration office, 
over 60,000 Haitians were displaced 
in the past two months, adding to 1 
million already displaced by Decem-

ber. “These figures are expected to 
rise,” she said.
Earlier this month, the leader of Haiti’s 
transitional presidential council, Fritz 
Alphonse Jean, tried to allay surg-
ing alarm among Haitians over the 
rampant gang violence by acknowl-
edging that the country has “become 
hell for everyone.” He promised new 
measures to stop the bloodshed.
But Salvador, who heads the UN po-
litical mission in the country, said the 
Haitian government’s efforts alone 
will be insufficient to significantly re-
duce the intensity of the violence per-
petrated by criminal groups.
In February, UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres said he would ask 
the Security Council to authorize 
funding for the structural and logis-
tical expenses of the Kenya-led mis-
sion from the UN budget.
But there are no signs that the 
15-member council plans to address 
this request any time soon.
“Without timely, decisive and con-
crete international assistance, the 
security situation in Haiti may not 
change,” Salvador warned. “Haiti 
could face total chaos.”
Kenya’s national security adviser, 

Monica Juma, told the council in a 
video briefing from Nairobi that the 
force has entered “a decisive phase 
of its operation” where gangs are co-
ordinating operations and attacking 
people and strategic installations, and 
targeting the political establishment.
While the Haitian police and the 
multinational force have launched 
intensive anti-gang operations and 
achieved some notable progress, es-
pecially in securing critical infra-
structure, she said a significant gap 
exists.
Juma said 261 Kenyan police officers 
are trained and ready to deploy to 
Haiti, but they can’t get there because 
of a lack of equipment and logistical 
support.
She urged the council to take a “more 
assertive and proactive role” in help-
ing to stabilize Haiti, saying time is of 
the essence.
Juma said critical to stabilizing the 
country is stopping the flow of guns 
and ammunition to the gangs and im-
plementing sanctions against gang 
leaders. UN experts say most arms 
come from the United States, specif-
ically the Miami area. (Loop Carib-
bean)

Haiti could face ‘total chaos’ without more international 
support, UN envoy warns
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The police in St Elizabeth 
are investigating the death 
of a woman who died after 
a gate fell on her.
She has been identified as 
49-year-old housekeeper 
Donna Ebanks of Round 
Hill in Pedro Plain in the 
parish.
The incident happened on 
Monday.
It is reported that about 
2:10, Ebanks was injured 
after an electronic gate mal-
functioned and fell on her.
She was assisted to the 
Black River Hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead. 
(Jamaica Gleaner)

St Elizabeth woman dies after gate falls on her

And I'm Dewey
Hi I'm Piper
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Jurors have convicted a South-
ern California judge of sec-
ond-degree murder for fatally 
shooting his wife while the cou-
ple argued and watched televi-
sion at home, a prosecutor’s of-
fice says.
Orange County Superior Court 
Judge Jeffrey Ferguson, 74, was 
on trial for the 2023 death of his 
wife Sheryl.
Kimberly Edds, a spokesper-
son for Orange County District 
Attorney Todd Spitzer, said ju-

rors reached the decision on the 
murder charge after receiving 
the case earlier in the day.
Authorities said Ferguson had 
been drinking when he and his 
wife began squabbling over 
family finances during dinner at 
a Mexican restaurant with their 
adult son. Prosecutors said the 
couple continued arguing after 
returning home and Ferguson 
reached for a gun he carried 
regularly in his ankle holster 
and shot his wife.

Ferguson did not deny shooting 
her, but had said it was an acci-
dent.
The verdict comes after a pre-
vious jury deadlocked in March 
and Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge Eleanor J Hunter 
declared a mistrial. Hunter has 
overseen the case to avoid a 
conflict of interest with the Su-
perior Court in Orange County, 
where Ferguson presided over 
criminal cases until the shoot-
ing. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Jury convicts California judge of second-degree 
murder in wife’s death, prosecutor’s office says
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Pope Francis’s coffin has 
been taken to Saint Peter’s 
Basilica, where it will re-
main for three days of pub-
lic viewing.
The coffin of the Argentinian 
pontiff, who died Monday at 
88, left the Casa Santa Mar-
ta residence on Wednesday 
morning surrounded by doz-
ens of cardinals and Swiss 
Guards, carried towards the 
main entrance of the basili-
ca in the Vatican City.
Masses of the Catholic faith-
ful are gathered at St Peter’s 
Square, which leads up to 
the basilica, to pay their 
respects to Francis, who is 
remembered for his humble 
style, concern for the poor 
and insistent prayers for 
peace.
“A service is ongoing” in-
side the basilica, reports Al 
Jazeera’s Jonah Hull from 
Vatican City. “The faithful 

are waiting for their oppor-
tunity to enter the central 
doors a little later to be able 
to file past [Francis’s] cof-
fin.”
The public will be able to 
see Francis’s body lie in 
state for three days, ahead of 
his funeral on Saturday. The 
basilica will be open un-
til midnight on Wednesday 
and Thursday, with public 
mourning ending on Friday 
at 7pm [17:00 GMT].
Cardinal Kevin Farrell, who 
is running the Vatican tem-
porarily until a new pope is 
elected, led the procession, 
with clouds of incense pre-
ceding him as the church 
choir began chanting the 
Litany of the Saints hymn. 
Inside the basilica, Francis’s 
casket is not being put on an 
elevated bier – as was the 
case with past popes – but is 
to be placed on the main al-

tar of the 16th-century basil-
ica, simply facing the pews.
Italian police have tight-
ened security for the view-
ing and the funeral, carrying 
out foot and horse patrols 
around the Vatican, where 
pilgrims continued to arrive 
for the Holy Year celebra-
tions that Francis opened 
in December. The faithful 
who walk through St Pe-
ter’s Holy Door are granted 
indulgences, a way to help 
atone for sins.
“For me, Pope Francis rep-
resents a great pastor, as 
well as a great friend to all 
of us,’’ said Micale Sales, 
visiting St Peter’s Basilica 
from Brazil.
“I think he spread a positive 
message around the world, 
saying there shouldn’t be 
any violence, there should 
be peace around the world,’’ 
said Amit Kukreja, from 

Australia.
The funeral, set for Satur-
day at 10am [8:00 GMT] in 
St Peter’s Square, will be at-
tended by numerous world 
leaders, including US Pres-
ident Donald Trump and 
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy.
Cardinals are continuing 
their meetings this week 
to plan the conclave to 
elect Francis’s successor 
and make other decisions 
about running the Catholic 
Church as world leaders and 
the faithful grieve his death.
History’s first Latin Amer-
ican pontiff charmed the 
world with his humble style 
and concern for the poor but 
alienated many conserva-
tives with critiques of cap-
italism and climate change. 
He last appeared in public 
on Sunday with an Easter 
blessing and a popemobile 
tour through a cheering 
crowd in St Peter’s Square.
He had some reservations 
about looping through the 
square packed with 50,000 
faithful, Vatican News re-
ported on Tuesday, but 
overcame them, and was 
thankful that he had greeted 
the crowd. He died the next 
morning.
“The death of a pope is not a 
small thing, because we’ve 
lost our leader,’’ said Julio 
Henrique from Brazil. “But 
still, in a few days, we will 
have a new leader. So … the 
thing of hope remains. Who 
will assume Peter’s throne?” 
(Al Jazeera English)

Public mourning begins as pope’s coffin 
arrives in St Peter’s Basilica
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Costa Rica announced 
Tuesday it will allow some 
of the approximately 200 
migrants deported from 
the United States and held 
in detention in the Central 
American country to stay 
and move about freely for 
three months.
The move comes just days 
after human rights lawyers 
sued Costa Rica, alleging 
the government violated 
the rights of 81 migrant 
children by detaining 
them in a rural camp with-
out any legal recourse, ac-
cess to education or psy-
chological services.
There was no immediate 
word how many migrants 
— who are mostly from 
Afghanistan, Russia, Chi-
na, Pakistan, India and 
other countries — would 
be given the permits but 
the children are expected 
to be among those allowed 
to stay.
The government said the 
permits would be given 
“for humanitarian rea-
sons” and would last for 
three months while the 
migrants seek asylum in 
Costa Rica or look for 
ways to leave the country.
The migrants were deport-
ed to Panama and Costa 
Rica this year as the Trump 
administration sought to 
ramp up deportations. 
What was once said to be 
a temporary stay in Cen-
tral America stretched on 

for months, fuelling criti-
cisms by rights groups as 
many of the deportees ex-
pressed fear over return-
ing to their own countries.
Critics warned the US was 
exporting its deportation 
process and that Panama 
and Costa Rica were be-
coming a “black hole” for 
deportees.
Migrants, whose passports 
were previously confiscat-
ed and who were detained 
in a former factory turned 
migrant camp along the 
Panama-Costa Rica bor-
der, were told they could 
have their passports re-
turned upon signing a doc-
ument accepting the gov-
ernment’s conditions, said 
Silvia Serna Roman, one 
of the attorneys that filed 
the lawsuit at the United 

Nations.
“It’s a step in the right di-
rection,” the lawyer said.
The Associated Press has 
repeatedly been denied ac-
cess to the camp since the 
deportees arrived.
In the past, when reporters 
in 2023 visited the camp 
— where migrants once 
sought shelter during their 
migration north to the US 
— families were sleeping 
on cardboard or in tents on 
the ground with little food.
Costa Rica’s move fol-
lows similar steps taken 
by Panama, which last 
month released deportees 
from detention amid law-
suits and criticism. How-
ever, Panamanian author-
ities bussed the migrants 
from detention facilities 
and dropped most of them 

off on the streets of Pana-
ma City to fend for them-
selves. Some were told 
they wouldn’t be able to 
seek asylum in the coun-
try, effectively leaving 
them in limbo.
Serna Roman said the 
group of lawyers with 
Global Strategic Litiga-
tion Council, who filed 
the lawsuit still have con-
cerns. She said the mi-
grants, despite the per-
mits to move around, are 
prohibited from seeking 
work in Costa Rica, which 
would complicate their 
efforts to find a path for-
ward.
“If you have children and 
you’re not allowed to 
work,” how can you sur-
vive, she said. (Jamaica 
Gleaner)

Costa Rica will give migrants deported from US 
permits to stay in the country for 3 months
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Press Release 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-April 9, 2025…The Antigua and Barbuda Basketball Association (ABBA) 
is pleased to congratulate senior men’s national player Jabari Williams who signed his professional contract. 
 
Williams who currently plays for Albany State University in the US signed with the Club Cazadores in 
Tapachula, Mexico where he will play in the Circuito de Baloncesto del Pacífico (CIBAPAC) League. 
 
CIBAPAC features 31 teams across 10 states in Northwestern Mexico. 
 
The league was established in 2015 to support the development of young talent. 
 
“It’s truly a heartwarming moment as a basketball community and we want to wish Jabari all the best in this 
new chapter. From what I know of, he is very humble, personable and a team player, so we expect him to do 
very well and put his best forward as he is not only representing himself and his family but also Antigua 
Barbuda basketball,” President of ABBA, Michael Freeland stated.  
 
Williams made a significant impact during his time as a starting center for the Golden Rams, showcasing 
skills that contributed to their competitive edge. His performances include a season-high 20 points against 
Spring Hill and a dominant 12-rebound game versus Clark Atlanta. 
 
He represented the nation in 2023 at the FIBA AmeriCup 2025 Qualifiers in Nicaragua.  

The 6’11 center also played in 2023 for EZ Fit Flyers in the ABBA Division 1 league where he was an 
integral part of the playoff run that crowned them champions. He had 12.9 points per game, 13.4 rebounds 
and 1.9 blocks per game.  
 
Williams has also won several ABBA D2 titles with Ottos Coolers.  
 
He hails from Ottos and attended the Jennings Secondary School. -END- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Phoenix and Fearless Crew wrap-up Division 2 league campaigns

Michael Joseph Phoenix and Ramco 
Pharmacy Fearless Crew wrapped up 
their league campaigns on a winning 
note when action resumed in the An-
tigua and Barbuda Basketball Asso-
ciation’s (ABBA) second division on 
Tuesday evening.

Following an eight-day break to fa-
cilitate the CPTSA Wings Sports Club 
hosting its annual Gillian Brazier Bas-
ketball Shoot-Out and the Easter Holi-
days, both teams won their final game 

in the league during a Division 2 dou-
ble-header at the JSC Sports Complex.

Phoenix finished with a record of six 
wins and 10 losses after pulling off a 
71-65 victory against Da Project 2 in 
their final league game.

Shalom Bloodman shot a game-high 
27 points and grabbed 13 rebounds; 
Dimetre Leitch sank 15 points and 
snatched 20 rebounds; Daysher Samu-
el converted 13 points; and Noel Ryan 
scored 11 points and claimed 16 re-
bounds for Phoenix.

Nathan Matthew sank 22 points; 
Beniah Mack scored 17 points and 
claimed seven rebounds; while Ra-
heem Charles and Elijah Charles each 
chipped in with eight points for Da 
Project, who lost for the 14th time in 
15 encounters and has one game re-
maining.

The Fearless Crew finished their 
16-match Division 2 campaign with a 
record of seven wins and nine losses 
after securing an 82-38 victory against 
Square One Construction United in 

their final outing.
Takeem Martin shot a game-high 33 

points and grabbed 14 rebounds, Joel 
Christian sank 24 points and snatched 
17 rebounds, and Ajonte Williamson 
scored 10 points for the Fearless Crew.

Manlight Simmons produced eight 
points, 17 rebounds, and six steals, 
and Neville Chambers also scored 
eight points and grabbed 13 rebounds 
for United, who also lost for the 14th 
time in 15 encounters and has one 
game remaining.

The Division 2 league will continue 
with another double-header at the JSC 
Sports Complex on Thursday (today).

League winners Cuties Ovals Ojays 
will take on Square One Construction 
United at 6:45 pm, and the Fearless 
Crew will clash with Da Project 2 at 
8:30 pm.

The round-robin league will con-
clude on Saturday, when Spanish Heat 
2 faces off with the Navigators at 7 pm.
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Youth football excellence celebrated at Villa Lions Easter Classic

The 14th Annual Cool and 
Smooth Villa Lions Easter 
Classic came to a thrilling 
conclusion after two days 
of intense, passionate, and 
high-energy football action 
at the ABFA Technical Cen-
ter in Paynters.

Held during the Easter 
weekend, this year’s tourna-
ment brought together over 
900 young boys and girls 
from across Antigua and 
Barbuda and beyond, show-
casing their skill, discipline, 
and unrelenting drive to 
compete for the coveted 
President’s Cup.

With teams battling 
across four age categories 
– Under-12, Under-15, Un-
der-17, and Under-20 – the 
tournament lived up to its 
reputation as one of the re-
gion’s premier grassroots 
football events.

The competition was de-
scribed by participants as 
intense, competitive, gruel-
ling, hardworking, nail-bit-
ing, thrilling, and fun, with 
many games going down 
to the wire and filled with 
heart-pounding moments.

Six teams contested the 
Under-12 Division, which 
was won by St. Peter’s Pri-
mary, with Villa Lions Soc-
cer Academy grabbing the 
runners-up spot.

Ten teams participated in 
the Under-15 Division, in-
cluding eventual champions 
Villa Lions Soccer Acad-
emy, with Mount Pleasant 
FC snatching the runners-up 
position.

Eight teams contested 

both the under-17 and un-
der-20 divisions. New Evo-
lution FC won the under-17 
division title, and Lions 
Soccer Academy took sec-
ond place. The Villa Lions 
Soccer Academy captured 
the under-20 division, and 
Green City FC secured the 
runners-up spot.

Villa Lions Soccer Acade-
my impressed across all di-
visions, making the finals in 
every age group and clinch-
ing two championship titles, 
a testament to their consis-
tent player development and 
coaching structure.

The outstanding teams 
and players received awards 
during a presentation cere-
mony at the end of the event.

Under-12 Division: Best 
Defender: Tiquan Samuel 
(Villa Lions Soccer Acad-
emy); Best Striker: Johna-
than Dubbery (St. Peter’s 
Primary); and Most Valu-
able Player: Aiden Clarke 
(Villa Lions Soccer Acade-
my).

Under-15 Division: Best 
Defender: Jamil Thomas 
(Mount Pleasant FC); Best 
Striker: Shumba Thomas 

(Villa Lions Soccer Acad-
emy); and Most Valuable 
Player: Shumba Thomas 
(Villa Lions Soccer Acade-
my).

Under-17 Division: Best 
Defender: Marlon Peters 
(New Evolution FC); Best 
Striker: Greg Williams 
(New Evolution FC); and 
Most Valuable Player: Mar-
co Michael (New Evolution 
FC).

Under-20 Division: Best 
Defender: Rahiem Joseph 
(Green City FC); Best Strik-
er: Marlie Johnson (Villa 
Lions Soccer Academy); 
and Most Valuable Player: 
Tyrik Hughes (Villa Lions 
Soccer Academy).

The Cool and Smooth 
Villa Lions Easter Classic 
has grown into more than a 
competition – it’s a cultural 
and developmental corner-
stone in youth football. It’s 
where competition meets 
preparation and where true 
stars are born.

From the atmosphere of 
support and sportsmanship 
to the top-tier performances, 
the event continues to be a 
platform for young talent to 

shine and for communities 
to come together in the spir-
it of sport.

The Villa Lions Soccer 
Academy extends heartfelt 
gratitude to all who made 
this year’s tournament a re-
sounding success.

Among the supporters of 
the event are Gold Spon-
sors Cool and Smooth and 
JOMA Caribbean, Silver 
Sponsor Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Association, 
and contributor Automotive 
Arts.

A special thank you goes 
out to the coaches and team 
managers whose dedication 
and guidance were evident 
in the quality and readiness 
of the teams. 

The participation of every 
player, parent, volunteer, 
and spectator also helped 
to elevate the 2025 Easter 
Classic to new heights.

As the Villa Lions Soccer 
Academy looks to the fu-
ture, plans are already un-
derway to make the 2026 
edition even bigger and bet-
ter. With continued support 
from sponsors, partners, and 
the broader football com-
munity, the Easter Classic 
will remain a beacon for 
youth football development 
in Antigua and Barbuda and 
the wider Caribbean.

The Antiguan swimmers 
on arrival at the V.C. Bird 
International Airport after 
returning home from Trini-
dad where they participated 
at the 38th CARIFTA Aquat-
ics Championships. (Photo 
courtesy of the ABSF)

New Evolution won the under-17 division
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Sports News
Antiguan swimmers finish 8th at CARIFTA 

Aquatics Championships
Antigua and Barbuda fin-

ished in eighth place among 
a field of 20 islands at the 
38th CARIFTA Aquatics 
Championships, which end-
ed at the National Aquatics 
Centre in Couva, Trinidad 
and Tobago, on Tuesday 
evening.

Antigua and Barbuda won 
three more medals on the 
final night to finish with a 
total of 20 medals and an 
overall points tally of 217 
points.

Alessandro Bazzoni 
capped an outstanding 
championship with a haul 
of six medals, securing his 
third gold when he produced 
a personal best to retain his 
title to win the 400-meter 
freestyle final in the Boys 
11-12 age group.

Ellie Shaw won her third 
medal of the games, grab-
bing silver in a second-place 
finish in the 100-meter 
breaststroke. in the girls 15-
17 age-group category.

The girls 15-17 relay team, 
comprising Aungelique Lid-
die, Ellie Shaw, Selah Wilt-
shire, and Alandra Dublin, 
fought with everything they 
had to win a bronze medal 
on the final night. The An-
tiguan swimmers returned 
home on Wednesday.

The Bahamas continued 
to reign supreme in Ca-
ribbean youth swimming, 
as they claimed a seventh 
consecutive Carifta Swim-
ming Championships title 
and their ninth in the past 10 
editions, as the curtain came 
down on the 38th staging 
of the event at the National 
Aquatics Centre on Tues-
day.

The defending champions 
were relentless in the pool 
over four days of high-in-

tensity competition, topping 
both the medal table and 
overall points standings to 
further solidify their status 
as the region’s aquatic pow-
erhouse.

They ended the meet with 
a commanding 74-medal 
haul — including 27 gold, 
23 silver, and 24 bronze. 
Perennial rivals Jamaica 
finished in second place 
with 56 medals, including 
21 gold, 19 silver, and 16 
bronze, while host nation 
Trinidad and Tobago came 
in third with 23 gold, 17 sil-
ver, and 17 bronze in their 
57-medal haul.

The Bahamas amassed 
979 points, well clear of 
Jamaica’s 795.50, and Trin-
idad and Tobago’s 735. In-
terestingly, the top three na-
tions in swimming mirrored 
the standout trio from the 
track and field edition of the 
Carifta Games — albeit in 
reverse order — showcasing 
the region’s balanced domi-
nance across disciplines.

The Bahamas’ strength 
lay in depth and consisten-
cy across age groups, par-
ticularly in the 11–12 and 
15–17 boys’ divisions. In 
the 11–12 boys, Dexter Rus-
sell emerged as a standout 
performer with 56 individ-
ual points, earning victories 

in the 50m freestyle, 100m 
freestyle, 50m backstroke, 
50m butterfly, and 100m 
butterfly.

Meanwhile, David Singh, 
representing the 13–14 
boys, picked up 43 points 
with strong podium finish-
es in breaststroke and IM 
events. But it was the older 
boys where the Bahamians 
truly shone.

In the 15–17 category, 
Liam Carrington dominated 
with 79 points, Bahamas re-
mained highly competitive 
with a string of top-five fin-
ishes that kept their medal 
count rising.

The girls’ division also 
delivered standout perfor-
mances across several age 
categories. In the 11–12 
girls’ division, Sapphire 
Parks of St. Lucia topped 
the age group with 65 
points, claiming victories 
in multiple events including 
the 100m and 200m back-
stroke, 200m butterfly, and 
400m IM.

Right behind her was Kai-
ja Eastmond of Barbados 
with 62 points, making her 
mark in the sprint back-
stroke and butterfly events. 
Jamaica’s own Kai Lawson 
wasn’t far off with 58 points, 
earning medals in freestyle, 
backstroke, and butterfly.

In the 13–14 girls’ divi-
sion, Reagan Uszenski of 
the Virgin Islands put on a 
freestyle clinic, dominat-
ing mid- and long-distance 
events to rack up 64 points.

However, Skyelar Rich-
ards of Jamaica was argu-
ably one of the most elec-
tric performers of the meet 
— earning 61 points and 
smashing the Champion-
ship record in the 50m back-
stroke with a time of 29.87s, 
breaking her own record 
from prelims. She also led 
the pack in 50m and 100m 
events across strokes and 
finished as one of Jamaica’s 
top medal contributors.

Meanwhile, in the 15–17 
girls’ division, Cayman 
Islands’ Sierrah Broad-
belt ruled the pool with 56 
points, shining in butterfly, 
backstroke, and IM events. 
Her technical prowess and 
race management were a 
key part of Cayman’s strong 
fourth-place finish overall.

Heidi Stoute of Barbados 
impressed with 51 points, 
dominating the distance 
freestyle events, while Zuri 
Ferguson of Trinidad and 
Tobago tallied 45 points be-
hind strong record breaking 
backstroke wins.

Antiguan Carifta Swimmers
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Sports News
Clarke confident as Pelicans aim to soar in T20 Breakout League

The Barbados Pelicans head coach 
Shirley Clarke is backing his side to 
fly high as they gear up for the inaugu-
ral West Indies T20 Breakout League, 
which bowls off at the Brian Lara 
Cricket Academy in Trinidad and To-
bago on Friday.

Clarke expressed confidence in both 
the preparation and potential of his 
youthful squad, who will open their 
campaign against host team Trinidad 
and Tobago Legions in the tourna-
ment’s feature clash on the opening 
day.

“I thought preparations went well, 
especially the two weeks we had at the 
National Sports Council venue. It was 
really intense. The two practice games 
we played also went really good ahead 
of the tournament,” Clarke told Barba-
dos TODAY ahead of the team’s de-
parture.

Clarke, who has worked closely with 
several of the players through their de-

velopment pathways, did not hesitate 
when asked about expectations for the 
league, which is designed to unearth 
and showcase emerging Caribbean 
cricket talent.

Along with Trinidad and Tobago 
Legions, the Pelicans will also cross 
swords with Guyana Rainforest Rang-
ers, Jamaica Titans, Leeward Islands 
Thunder, and Windward Islands Infer-
nos.

“For sure, it’s to win the tournament. 
Once we can execute our plans, I think 
we have a really good chance,” he de-
clared.

The Pelicans will be led by all-round-
er Nyeem Young, a familiar name in 
regional cricket and one Clarke be-
lieves is up to the task.

“Nyeem is a good leader, great think-
er. I have no doubt that he will lead 
the team well,” Clarke said, pointing 
to Young’s ability to inspire and guide 
both with his performance and leader-

ship.
The squad boasts a strong blend of 

experience and exciting young talent. 
Kadeem Alleyne, Shaqkere Parris, and 
Kevin Wickham bring recent experi-
ence from the 2024 Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL) and are expected to an-
chor the Pelicans’ batting unit.

On the bowling front, West Indies 
Academy spin twins Joshua Bish-
op and Zishan Motara add guile and 
control, while left-arm pacer Ramon 
Simmonds is set to spearhead the pace 
attack.

The Pelicans’ depth continues with 
dynamic wicketkeeper-batters Leniko 
Boucher and Dimitrius Richards, of-
fering versatility in the middle order.

Also named in the squad are Shian 
Brathwaite, Nathan Sealy, and Am-
ari Goodridge, while Junior Sinclair 
and Sion Hackett are the two over-
seas-based players rounding out a 
well-balanced team.

West Indies Academy spin twins Joshua Bishop, center, and Zishan Motara, left, are key bowlers in the Bar-
bados Pelicans squad
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Stoneville 2 beat Chargers-Velocity 
in Division 2 showdown

Stoneville 2 extended 
their unbeaten run to remain 
leaders of the Men’s Second 
Division with a 2-0 victory 
against Chargers-Velocity 
in a top-of-the-table clash 
in the Antigua and Barbuda 
Amateur Volleyball Asso-
ciation’s (ABAVA) Devel-
opment League on Tuesday 
evening.

Stoneville 2, who are 
sponsored by Theatric 
Lighting and Stage Ef-
fects and JOMA Caribbe-
an, notched up their fourth 
win in as many games with 
a 25-17, 25-21 victory in a 
rescheduled game at the in-
door stadium at the YMCA 
Sports Complex.

Stoneville took an hour 
and two minutes to beat the 
Chargers-Velocity, who lost 
for the first time in three en-
counters. The Chargers-Ve-
locity, who are sponsored by 
City South Municipal Foun-
dation Inc., Townhouse Fur-
nishings, CIU, and MKUU 

Tours, had won their previ-
ous two games.

In a round-up of previous 
matches, Stoneville 2 de-
feated Sharks 2-0 in a match 
lasting just 25 minutes. 
Stoneville 2 was awarded 
the opening set 25-0 by de-
fault after Sharks failed to 
field the required number 
of players at the start of the 
match.

However, some more 
Sharks players arrived lat-
er, and Stoneville went on 
to wrap up the match with a 
25-11 victory in the second 
set. Sharks remain in the 
cellar of the Men’s Division 
2 League after suffering 
their third defeat in as many 
games.

Chargers-Eagles 1 main-
tained their unbeaten run 
to move to the top of the 
Women’s Division 2 Devel-
opment League.

The Chargers Eagles 1, 
who are also sponsored by 
City South Municipal Foun-

dation Inc., Townhouse Fur-
nishings, CIU, and MKUU 
Tours, notched up their third 
win in as many games with 
a 2-0 victory against Jets 2.

The Chargers Eagles 1 
took an hour and 10 minutes 
to soar past Jets 2, 25-14, 
25-15. It was the second loss 
in three games for Jets2.

The Dynasty Queens 1 
claimed their second win in 
four games with a 2-1 vic-
tory against reigning Wom-
en’s Second Division cham-
pions, Paragons 2.

The Dynasty Queens 1 
prevailed 25-23, 26-28, and 
15-10 against Paragons 2, 
who lost for the second time 
in three games.

Reigning three-peat cham-
pions Caribbean Alliance 
Insurance (CAI) Da Squad 
beat Starz 1 3-0 in a top-of-
the-table Women’s Division 
1 contest.

Da Squad claimed their 
fourth win in as many 
games with a 25-10, 25-17, 

and 25-18 victory in an hour 
and 15 minutes, as Starz 1 
suffered their first loss after 
winning their previous four 
encounters.

ABI Insurance and Cool 
and Smooth Pytonz beat de-
fending champions Theatric 
Lighting and Stage Effects 
and JOMA Caribbean Ston-
eville 3-0 in a top-of-the-ta-
ble Men’s Division 1 clash.

The Pytonz surged to their 
fifth win in as many games 
with a 25-15, 25-19, and 
25-18 victory in 56 minutes 
against Stoneville, who lost 
for the first time after win-
ning their previous five en-
counters. 

Vernon G. Edwards High 
Flyerz claimed their third 
win in six games with a 3-0 
victory against the Invaders. 
The High Flyerz soared to 
their 25-11, 25-14, and 25-
14 victory in just 56 minutes 
against the Invaders, who 
lost for the fifth time in six 
encounters.

The Renegades claimed 
their second win in six 
games in the Men’s Divi-
sion 1 League after being 
awarded a 3-0 victory by 
default against the Phoenix 
High-Flyerz, who were un-
able to field a team. 

The Phoenix High-Flyerz 
remain in the cellar of the 
Men’s Division 1 League 
after suffering their sixth 
loss in as many games.

Stoneville 2 volleyball team
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