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Selling the Alfa Nero was
the ‘best option’ available
to the government

Story on Page 3

Desire Markham, Queen of Carnival 2024 (with crown on her head) surrounded
by the 2025 Queen of Carnival delegates Story on Page 6
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Local News

PM Browne: Selling the Alfa Nero was the
‘best option’ available to the government
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne

The decision by the An-
tigua and Barbuda gov-
ernment to sell the Alfa
Nero, the sanctioned su-
peryacht that was aban-
doned in the Falmouth
Harbour, was the best
option available to the
government at the time
of the sale.

That’s the view ex-
pressed by Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne as
he and a team of offi-
cials who played vary-
ing roles in the sale of
the vessel last year, ap-
peared on ABS Televi-
sion to address issues
regarding the sale of
the vessel and he sub-
sequent disposal of the

sale funds.

“We are the only small
island state that had end-
ed up with a sanctioned
vessel and we don’t
have the US$5 million
that is required annually
to upkeep the vessel. In
the United States, they
have seized a number of
Russian yachts and my
understanding is that it
is costing them tens of
millions of dollars an-
nually to upkeep these
vessels. They can afford
those payments,” PM
Browne stated.

The prime minister in-
dicated that prior to the
government selling the
Alfa Nero, it had to pe-

tition the US Treasury
Department to lift the
sanction off the vessel
and in doing so it had to
explain the potential en-
vironmental problems,
the economic problems
and the cost of main-
taining the vessel.

“We had to explain that
there was no way that a
small island state could
afford to maintain a
sanctioned vessel that
was uninsured and with-
out a flag and there was
a need for us to acquire
the vessel so that we
could sell it and in the
process resolve a funda-
mental liability that the
government and people
of Antigua and Barbu-
da would have had,” he
stated.

According to PM
Browne when all the
issues are properly ex-
amined, the government
took what was the best
option available in the
disposal of the vessel,
prior to it becoming a
major  environmental
challenge and for the
smooth operations of
the Falmouth Harbour.

The prime minister is
assuring the people of
Antigua and Barbuda
that ‘there is nothing

to worry about’ as the
government is taking
certain legal actions to
ensure the view that it
acted in the best inter-
est of the people of the
country.

The prime minister’s
contention was fully
supported by Port Man+
ager, Darwin Telemaque
who stated that the ac-
tions of the government
were the correct ones.
“The boat was delisted,
uninsured, and without a
flag. Therefore, moving
it was impossible. The
crew that was on board
said they were about to
leave because they had
no more food on board|
the vessel. A decision
was taken to acquire the
vessel and to sell it. But
even at that time, it was|
still sanctioned and our
task was to persuade
the US authorities to
remove the sanction be-
fore we could proceed
with anything,” Tele-
maque explained.

Also appearing on the
programme were the
government’s chief at-
torney handling the sale,
Senior Council Anthony
Astaphan and Financiall
Secretary, Rosana Da-
vis-Crump.
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Cuba’s Medical Brigade celebrates 25 years
in Antigua and Barbuda

The Medical Brigade, through which
Cuba has provided hundreds of health-
care professionals to work in Antigua
and Barbuda is celebrating 25 years of
providing medical service to the coun-
try’s healthcare delivery system.

Governor General Sir Rodney Wil-
liams, Prime Minister, Gaston Browne,
Health Minister, Sir Molwyn Joseph,
Leader of the Opposition, Jamale Prin-
gle, and Medical Director of the Sir
Lester Bird Medical Centre, Dr. Jar-
vis-Belle were among a number of in-
dividuals who attended a photographic
exhibition at the Parliament Chambers
that celebrated the work of the mem-
bers of the Brigade here in Antigua
and Barbuda.

In brief remarks, Sir Rodney described
the anniversary as ‘25 years of self-
less partnership between Antigua and
Barbuda and the Republic of Cuba in
the field of healthcare’, noting that the
photographic exhibition is not merely
a collection of images; it is a testament
to resilience, solidarity, and humanity.

“Twenty-five years ago, our nations
embarked on a journey rooted in com-
passion. When Cuba answered our call
for support, they did not send merely
doctors, they sent heroes. Heroes who
left their homes to safeguard ours.
Heroes who have touched countless
lives, from the bustling streets of St.
John’s to the tranquil shores of Bar-
buda. Through hurricanes, pandemics,
and challenges unforeseen, the Cuban
Medical Brigade stood with us, un-
daunted, unwavering, and united in
purpose,” he remarked.

For his part, Prime Minister Browne
described the work of members of the
Brigade as providing the cornerstone
of the country’s healthcare services.

“We are very pleased to have you here
and we hope that as we celebrate this
25" anniversary that this will represent

just a faction of the many more years
to come as part of this partnership.
Antigua and Barbuda and Cuba estab-
lished diplomatic relations with Cuba
back in 1994 under the leadership of
the late National Hero Sir Lester Bird.
It is a partnership that has been mu-
tually beneficial; one in which Cuba
has helped us to build capacity in a
number of areas; including healthcare,
education as well as certain aspect of
our infrastructural development,” PM
Bird observed.

The nation’s leader recalled that Cuba
has been a reliable partner and friend
especially in times of disaster as the
country has always given ‘from the
little that it has’. “This makes Cuba
a very reliable friend of Antigua and
Barbuda,” he added.

The prime minister took time to reas-
sure the Cuban medical personnel that
their work in the country is being val-
ued and that irrespective of what other
countries may say, Antigua and Bar-
buda knows that it is not involved in
any trafficking of humans as claimed
by US government officials. He add-
ed that they have been well-integrated
within the Antigua and Barbuda soci-
ety.

Leader of the Opposition, Jamale Prin-
gle, noted that the Cuban Medical Bri-
gade has saved lives and has helped to
improve the health of hundreds of our
citizens and residents. “The doctors,
nurses and technicians have done so
not only with the highest professional-
ism but with the greatest medical pre-
scription, which is empathy,” Pringle
stated.

For Health Minister, Sir Molwyn the
true value of the Medical Brigade was
re-enforced during the COVID-19
pandemic when Antigua and Barbu-
da faced its biggest health challenge.
The members of the Cuban Brigade
were the ones who gave hope that the
health institutions, mainly the SLB-
MC, would be able to save lives.

He noted too that Cuba’s position in
the world is unique, as he knows of
no other country that has invested so
much of its human resources specifi-
cally to help others.

Cuban Ambassador Sergio Martinez
Gonsalez noted that the Cuban Med-
ical Brigades has operated in many
countries across the globe bringing
much needed healthcare and saving

the lives of many persons.
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Festival Commission reveals the five 2025
Queen of Carnival delegates

»
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The names of the 2025 Queen of
Carnival delegates and their spon-
sors have been revealed by the
Antigua and Barbuda Festivals
Commission.

In a gala event held at the Royalton
Chic Resort on Thursday evening,
the ‘Celestial Five’ were revealed
and sashed by their respective
sponsors. The 2025 delegates are;

1 - Kia Kirwan- Miss ACB Carib-
bean

2 - Kaaliyha Guiste - Miss Anti-
gua Masonary Products

3 - Danijha Simon- Miss Furniture
Gallery

4 - Abigail Piper - Miss Board
Walk Casino

5 - Asheila Pluck - Miss Antigua
Port Authority

‘Celestial Five’

The Queen of Carnival show takes
place on July 20th under the theme:
“Celestial — Illuminate, Inspire,
Reign”. The Commission said this
theme reflects the inner brilliance
and guiding light within each of
the delegates. It’s about power,
elegance, and influence, qualities
that shine beyond the stage.

The Queen of Carnival is one of
the most prestigious events of the
Carnival calendar, highlighting the
intelligence, beauty, and cultural
pride of young Antiguan women.
It’s a platform that not only cele-
brates who they are, but also who
they aspire to become, as ambas-
sadors of our nation’s heritage.

The delegates will compete in five
exciting segments:

* Interview — A test of intellect,

clarity, and confidence.

* Swimwear — Where strength
and individuality are on full dis-

play.

* Performing Talent — A space
for raw creativity and artistic ex-
pression.

* Costume — This year with a
twist: each delegate’s presentation
must feature an element of light,
tying directly into our celestial
theme.

* Evening Wear — The pinnacle
of poise and sophistication.

The Queen off Carnival show is
this year being organized by a
committee with two co-chairs,
Shenique Barry and Raynel Car-
roll.
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Cuba’s Medical Brigade celebrates 25
years in Antigua and Barbuda
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A US aerospace firm explores
business relationships in A&B

An American company associated
with the US Aerospace and De-
fense industries is exploring the
possibilities of establishing a sub-
sidiary company here in Antigua
and Barbuda.

Already, the company, M2C Aero-
space, Inc. (M2C), which provides
key support to the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration
(NASA), has held meetings with
Aviation, Investment and Trans-
portation Minister, Charles Max
Fernandez, on strategic planning
discussion focused on establishing
Antigua and Barbuda as an Interna-
tional destination for advanced avi-
ation technology.

Representing M2C were Ann
Dancik, CEO and President, and
Captain Elpert Hodge, Execu-
tive Vice President, who is a na-
tive son of Antigua and where

he started his aviation career.

Topics discussed included Antigua
and Barbuda hosting an Interna-
tional Commercial Aviation Tech-
nology Symposium in the spring of
2027 to be attended by global and
regional airlines, aircraft manufac-
turers, and aircraft suppliers, and
the technology transfer of the Vir-
tual Pilot Assistant (VPA) currently
being developed by M2C USA to
M2C Antigua.

The VPA is an Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) Automatic Voice
Recognition (AVR) piloting in-
formation retrieval system that

could significantly improve avia-
tion safety and efficiency, partic-
ularly for less experienced pilots.

Key local contributors to these
planned developments are Make-
da Mikael, Antigua Hangars Inc.
whose facility could be used to
support the Symposium and the
planned technology flight demon-
strations, and Dr. Curtis Charles,
Director Academic Affairs, UWI
FIC. The UWI FIC would be key
in providing a pipeline of Al pro-
fessionals to support VPA enhance-
ments and establishment of a Data
Center to support aircraft fleets of
both global and regional airlines.
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Oyster Yachts Chairman Richard Hadida Awarded Governor
General’s Faithful and Meritorious Service Cross

Chairman of  Oyster
Yachts, Richard Hadida,
who has been at the fore-
front of marine tourism
here in Antigua and Bar-
buda, is the latest recipi-
ent the Faithful and Mer-
itorious Service Cross
conferred by Governor
General, Sir Rodney Wil-
liams.

A Note from Government
House said the nation-
al award, presented un-
der the authority of the
Chancery of the Orders
and Decorations, recog-
nizes individuals who
have rendered sustained
and distinguished ser-
vice in fields of national
importance. Hadida was
honoured for his long-
standing and visionary
contributions to marine
tourism and sailing cul-
ture, both in Antigua and
Barbuda and internation-

ally.

Hadida was supported
at the ceremony
by members of his
family and by, Parks
Commissioner of
Nelson’s Dockyard, Ann
Marie Martin, whose
presence underscored
the strong partnership
between

Oyster Yachts and
Antigua and Barbuda’s
national parks and
heritage institutions.

In his official remarks,
the Governor General
lauded Hadida’s “leader-
ship, vision, and generos-
ity of spirit,” which have
“left an enduring mark
on our nation’s tourism
and maritime identity”.
He highlighted Chair-
man Hadida’s transfor-
mative leadership since
acquiring Oyster Yachts
in 2018, his role in revi-

dy Williams, Sir Rodney Williams, Mr.
Richard Hadida and his family members

talizing the Oyster Re-
gatta, and his support of
the Oyster World Rally,
which has helped estab-
lish Antigua and Barbuda
as a premier global sail-
ing destination.

In addressing the hon-
ouree, Sir Rodney de-
scribed the award as “a
lasting symbol of our
nation’s appreciation and
the strong bond that now
exists between you and
the people of Antigua and

Barbuda.”

The citation, presented
by the Acting Herald,
Rozanne Emmanuel, not-
ed that Hadida’s work has
significantly ~ enhanced
the island’s visibility and
prestige, while creating
meaningful econom-
ic and cultural benefits
for the local community.
With regattas that wel-
come over a hundred par-

ticipants from around the
world and world rallies
planned through 2028,
his initiatives continue to
deepen international con-
nections and showcase
Antigua and Barbuda’s
marine excellence.

In a brief response, Had-
ida expressed his heart-
felt appreciation for the
award, describing it as
a profound honour and
reaffirming his commit-
ment to continuing the
work of building lasting
ties between the Oyster
community and the peo-
ple of Antigua and Bar-
buda.

Hadida joins a select
group of honourees who
have demonstrated ex-
emplary leadership and
faithful commitment to
the advancement of the
nation.
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CDF, ACB Caribbean, sign Credit Risk
Abatement Facility (CRAF) Agreement

The ACB Caribbean Group and the
CARICOM  Development Fund
(CDF) have officially signed the
Master Guarantee Agreement under
the Credit Risk Abatement Facility
(CRAF), in a significant move aimed
at enhancing financing for small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
engaged in renewable energy and en-
ergy efficiency projects across Anti-
gua and Barbuda and Grenada.

The signing ceremony marked a
milestone in sustainable finance and
climate resilience in the region. The
CRAF initiative is designed to sup-
port SMEs by mobilising capital
through credit enhancement and of-
fering targeted technical assistance —
tackling head-on the often-cited chal-
lenge that banks are not supportive of
small businesses.

In her welcome remarks, ACB Carib-
bean Group General Manager, Joan-
na Charles noted:

“The ACB Caribbean Group is
thrilled to sign the Credit Risk Abate-
ment Facility (CRAF) agreement
alongside the CARICOM Develop-
ment Fund. This initiative directly
aligns with the implementation of
our strategic plan for the next three
years, and we are eager to roll it out
in both Antigua and Barbuda and
Grenada.

The CRAF provides support to SMEs
through the banking sector, for re-
newable energy and energy efficiency
projects by providing credit enhance-
ment and targeted technical assis-
tance. This aligns with several key
areas of our strategic plan — namely,
implementing a practical and mean-
ingful ESG strategy, and empowering
our customers with access to financ-
ing and support as they adopt sus-

tainable, environmentally conscious
business practices.

ACB Caribbean Group is proud to
be the first lending institution to sign
this agreement in both of our territo-
ries. We are excited about what the
future holds for our customers and
future generations who will benefit
from this programme.”

Also speaking at the event was Rodi-
nald Soomer, CEO of the CARICOM
Development Fund, who emphasised
the importance of private sector in-
clusion in climate resilience strate-
gies:

“It is important to close the circle on
resilience building by bringing the
private sector front and centre into
national and regional efforts at im-
plementing a long-term sustainable
response to climate change mitiga-
tion and systematic adaptation to its
impacts. Within this context, the CDF
is pleased to welcome the ACB Ca-
ribbean Group as a strategic financ-
ing partner to the Credit Risk Abate-
ment Facility.

This is a most opportune time to ad-
vance this endeavour, given the in-
creasingly urgent need for access to
domestic and regional financing for
the energy transition in the Caribbe-
an — particularly in light of the esca-
lating impacts of climate change and
recent geopolitical developments.
Now more than ever, we must col-
laborate to design and scale viable,
home-grown, and sustainable devel-
opment solutions.”

The partnership marks a strong align-
ment between the two organisations’
goals, with ACB Caribbean Group’s
customer-focused small business
programme playing a pivotal role in
ensuring that diverse business needs
are met across both territories. The
Group reiterated its commitment to
supporting SMEs not just through
funding but also through capaci-
ty-building and technical guidance.

The signing represents a shared vi-
sion to drive environmental sustain-
ability, climate resilience, and eco-
nomic empowerment throughout the

region.
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Mystlc Larissa
Barnes wins
fablet courtesy
of Flow

Congratulations to Mystic Larissa Barnes on
winning a Samsung tablet at the Myst Car-
nival band launch, courtesy of Flow! We’re
proud to be a Myst Partner for the past 18
years and to be part of the 2025 Carnival &
festivities.
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Collaborative Government-Private Sector Action
Imperative for a Resilient Trade Future

By Sir Ronald Sanders

On April 9, 2025, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump announced a
90-day suspension of the higher
global tariffs imposed on April
3. This suspension spares only
the baseline 10% tariff on im-
ports—Ievied without exception
on all countries, including the 14
independent states of the Carib-
bean Community (CARICOM).
For CARICOM, this moment is
not a reprieve, but a brief, stra-
tegic window—an opportunity to
press for fairer trade terms with
the United States.

The CARICOM Cost-Benefit
Ledger

Take Guyana and Trinidad and
Tobago, whose exports had been
hit with reciprocal tariffs of 38%
and 12%, respectively. With
this suspension, both now have
a crucial chance to renegotiate.
It’s worth noting that their key

exports - oil and gas - remain
exempt, shielding these sectors
from immediate harm. Yet be-
yond these commodities, the ter-
rain remains uncertain.

CARICOM’s trade relationship
with the U.S. has long been asym-
metrical. The region imports far
more than it exports, a pattern
entrenched despite the conces-
sions granted under the Carib-
bean Basin Economic Recovery
Act (CBERA) since 1983. The
new tariffs raise uncomfortable
questions: Were CBERA prefer-
ences even considered? Thus far,
no clear answer has emerged.

The 10% tariff, while not dev-
astating, will likely burden the
Caribbean diaspora more than
Caribbean exporters. Caribbe-
an communities in the U.S.- the
main consumers of West Indi-
an goods - may absorb the cost
without shifting their loyalties.
Competing imports will face
the same tariff, after all. But the
greater blow comes on the other
side of the ledger: the rising cost
of imports into CARICOM coun-
tries from the U.S. itself.

With a 145% tariff now cement-
ed on Chinese goods, U.S. man-
ufacturers will face skyrocketing
input costs. For CARICOM im-
porters reliant on those finished
American goods, the ripple effect
is already taking shape - higher
prices, tighter margins, rising
inflation. For small Caribbean

economies still shaking off pan-
demic shocks and global finan-
cial volatility, this spells deeper
pain.

A Call for Diversification

This is a moment that should
not be wasted. Currently, ap-
proximately 60% of CARICOM
imports come from the United
States - a dependency that bor-
ders on the unsustainable. Diver-
sification is no longer optional; it
is imperative. But shifting trade
routes is easier said than done.

Caribbean traders are tethered
to U.S. suppliers by geography,
history, and logistics. The sup-
ply chains from South Florida
are reliable, swift, and familiar.
In contrast, importing from Asia,
Africa, or Latin America presents
real challenges: costly shipping
through indirect routes, incon-
sistent logistics, unfamiliar part-
ners, and negligible bargaining
power. Infrastructure gaps and
fragmented regional transport
systems compound the difficulty.

Still, hardship breeds innova-
tion. The private sector must not
remain passive. It is the engine
of diversification. Governments
may build the pathways, but pri-
vate enterprise must drive the ve-
hicles.

Private Sector: Catalyst, Not
Bystander

Governments can streamline

con’t on pg 13
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processes, negotiate new trade
agreements, and upgrade ports
and logistics. But it is the private
sector that must seek out new
partners, forge trade ties, and in-
vest in supply chain resilience.
This means attending interna-
tional trade expos, embracing
digital trade platforms, and en-
gaging in joint ventures beyond
the traditional Atlantic axis.

A pivot to Africa, Asia, and Latin
America will demand boldness.
It will also require a fundamen-
tal shift in mindset - one that sees
opportunity not inconvenience,
and strategic autonomy, rather
than unmanaged reliance.

The United States: an import-
ant Partner

None of this is to suggest that the
U.S. should be cast aside. Its geo-
graphic proximity, deep-rooted
trade relationships, and consum-
er preference in the Caribbean
ensure its continued importance.
But a healthy trade relationship
is one of balance and mutual re-
spect. CARICOM must press for
the modernization of CBERA
-especially to include services,
which now dominate the regional
economy. The trade surplus the
U.S. enjoys with the region justi-
fies such reconsideration.

One Market, One Region, One
Voice

Finally, this moment must serve
as a catalyst for what has too long
remained a slogan: a real, func-
tioning CARICOM Single Mar-
ket. A common market with effi-

cient regional transport for goods
is not utopian -it is overdue. Doz-
ens of studies have mapped the
path. What’s missing is the will.

Isolated national efforts are no
match for coordinated regional
action. The time for fragmenta-
tion is over. In this moment of
global flux, unity is the Caribbe-
an’s best insurance policy.

This opportunity should not be
another footnote in regional inac-
tion. It should be the moment the

Caribbean found its voice, lifted
its sails, and charted a broader
course.

(The writer is Antigua and Bar-
buda s Ambassador to the US and
the OAS. He is also the Dean of
the Ambassadors of the Western
Hemisphere Group accredited to
the U.S. The views expressed are
entirely his own. Responses and
previous commentaries.: WWw.sir-
ronaldsanders.com)
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RHYME AND RESOLVE: CLIMATE CALLS
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The Earth is calling, loud and clear,

Its skies are smogged, the end is near—
Unless we rise and take a stand,

With cleaner hearts and greener hands.

/N
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The oceans choke on plastic waste,
Our forests fall in deadly haste.

But still, there's hope—don't look away,
The power to change begins today.
Everything

Can you reuse instead of buy?

Plant trees that reach into the sky?

Will you refuse that plastic straw

And stand for Earth, uphold her law?

Eco

Eco-challenges light the way,

One bold green step for every day.
Walk, bike, or take the bus to school,
Turn off the lights, conserve, stay cool.

N
P

Sort your waste and start to share,

SUITRITIS

Gead Humans
268Inc

Show kindness to the world we wear.
From schools to homes, from land to sea,
Your pledge can shape our destiny.

Say this aloud, then act with grace:

“| pledge to love my planet’s face.

To mend, reduce, refuse, repair—

To live with purpose, breathe with care.

Eco-Business

I'll teach, I'll lead, I'll learn anew,
And walk the path where green dreams grew.’

1

So will you take this pledge with me?
Be part of change we wish to see?
Let's rise, resolve, and take the call—
One world, one fight, it's up to all.
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Tribute to Edric K. Potter CN, QPM, CPM, FNC

By Trevor Theo Adolphus
Young, Retired Inspector
of Police and Author

It would be ungrateful of
me not to take this opportu-
nity to pay tribute to a great
man who will be laid to rest
today — Mr. Edric K. Pot-
ter.

Just about a month ago,
I was planning my book
signing ceremony, with Mr.
Potter among the individ-
uals I intended to honor in
May 2025. Sadly, he is no
longer with us.

Many may not know, but
if there had been no Edric
Potter, there would likely
have been no Trevor Young
in Antigua and Barbuda
today — certainly not a re-
tired Inspector of Police.

On January 19th, 1987, Mr.
Potter, in consultation with
former Commissioner Mr.
Elton Martin made the fi-
nal decision to recruit me
into the Royal Police Force
of Antigua and Barbuda. At
the time, both men were in
St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines on recruitment duty.

Their decision came under
extraordinary circumstanc-
es. These two gentlemen
met a young man — me
— for the very first time at
approximately 11:30 a.m.
that day. By the next day, I
was flown to Antigua and
Barbuda and sworn into the
police force. Just like that.
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Erdic E.K. Potter ESQ. Q.P.M.
Commissioner of Police

1990
It might sound like a scene

from a movie — like hu-
man trafficking in reverse.
No interview. No back-
ground check by local au-
thorities in St. Vincent.
Some may call that a se-
rious oversight. And yes,
perhaps it could have been.
They might have unwit-
tingly brought in:

A drug trafficker
A gun runner

A child molester
A fraudster

A rapist

A criminal of some sort

- 1995

But no — it was not a mis-
take. Mr. Potter and Mr.
Martin possessed an ex-
traordinary spirit of dis-
cernment. They somehow
knew the caliber of man
they were choosing. They
saw potential in a young
stranger — and trusted
their instincts.

On the evening of January
19th, 1987, after everything
was finalized, I pledged in
my heart that I would nev-
er disappoint the two men
who believed in me, even
without knowing me.

And today, the rest is his-

tory. This story is found in
Chapter One of my book,
Integrity Comes With a
Price.

My life story now lies be-
fore students at some of the
world’s most prestigious
institutions Harvard,
Yale, and Oxford Univer-
sities. I do not say this to
boast, but to honor the man
who helped make it possi-
ble.

Because of Mr. Potter, I
now stand among global
authors, with my book In-
tegrity Comes With a Price
featured alongside those of
Nelson Mandela, Bill and
Hillary Clinton, Barack
and Michelle Obama, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., and
many others.

Mr. Potter gave me the op-
portunity that shaped my
life and legacy. For that, I
am forever grateful.

During my 29 years of
service, I had the honor of
serving as the orderly to
two Commissioners of Po-
lice — Truehart Smith and
Elton Martin. I also served
under Mr. Martin at the Po-
lice Training School while
he was Commandant. This
gave me close insight into
the leadership of these fine
men. Yet, etched forever in
my memory is the fact that
it was Mr. Potter, who made
the final call that started it
all.

To me, Mr. Potter was the
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epitome of a decent and
upright police officer. 1
never heard anything to
suggest otherwise. He was
quiet, composed, and firm
— not one to compromise
discipline. Respected by
all ranks, he wore his au-
thority with dignity. When
you saw Mr. Potter, in his
perfectly pressed and fitted
uniform, you didn’t need to
ask who the Commissioner
of Police was.

Despite his serious demean-
or, he was jovial and had a
distinctive laugh. Like all
of'us, he wasn’t perfect, but
he commanded respect and
maintained the standards of
excellence passed down to
him by Sir Wright George.

It’s disheartening to say
that such standards are not
as evident today.

Mr. Potter faced challeng-
es, as all leaders do, but
he had more triumphs than
trials. He held the Police
Force together, and for that
alone, he would be remem-
bered with honor.

To the powers that be —
current and future — [ urge
you to remember our re-
tired Commissioners of Po-
lice. Too often, these stal-
warts are left to languish.
That is not right.

Like retired politicians, our
Commissioners  deserve
dignified treatment — driv-
ers, security, and domestic
support in their golden
years. The same goes for
our judges and magistrates,
provided they left their of-
fices with honor.

It pained me to know that
in his final days, Mr. Potter

had to call around to police
stations, asking for rides
to the doctor or the bank.
That should never have
happened. His service de-
served better.

These men and women
served with distinction.
They should be held in the
highest esteem — in life
and in death.

As 1 write this, the words
of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. come to mind. In a 1965
graduation speech at the
University of the West In-
dies in Jamaica, he said:

“If it falls your lot to be
a street sweeper, sSweep
streets
like Raphael painted pic-
tures.

Sweep streets like Michel-
angelo carved marble.

Sweep streets like Beetho-
ven composed music.

Sweep streets like Shake-
Speare wrote poetry.

Sweep streets so well that
all the hosts of heaven and
earth will have to pause and
say,

‘Here lived a great street
sweeper who swept his job
well.””

Mr. Edric K. Potter — CN,
QPM, CPM, FMC — swept
his job well. You served
with integrity, sir.

You are gone, but never
forgotten.

Goodbye, Mr. Potter.
Sleep in eternal peace.
Shalom.
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Guyana: Government promises to
fund CSEC fees for students

Great news for secondary
school students in Guyana
sitting their Caribbean Sec-
ondary Education Certifi-
cate (CSEC) examinations
this year as the Guyanese
government has promised to
cover the fees.

However, the payments will
only be made on behalf of
students sitting at least eight
subjects.

President Dr Mohamed Ir-
faan Ali announced the
initiative on Wednesday
during an engagement with
residents at the West De-
merara Secondary School in

Region Three.

According to the Ministry of
Education, the CSEC exam-

ination fees include an ini-
tial entry fee of G$3,900, a
subject fee of G$4,000, and
a local administrative fee of
G$1,000 per subject. A late
registration fee of G$5,000
is also applicable.

These costs will now be ab-
sorbed by the government.

It is estimated that the ini-
tiative will cost the govern-
ment about G$700 million.

Ali confirmed that the initia-
tive will apply to candidates
from both public and private
institutions. (Loop Caribbe-

an)

Open Daily -
12:00pm - 10:30pm
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Regional News

MSF suspends

operations in
sections of Haiti

for three months

The French-based Médecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF) says following the
targeted attack on its convoy earlier
in March, it has had to take “the diffi-
cult decision to withdraw” its services
from two areas in Haiti for a period of
three months.

In a statement, MSF said that the attack
on the convoy on March 15 travelling
between its Turgeau emergency centre
and Carrefour trauma hospital as well
as the deteriorating security situation
in the capital, Port-au-Prince, led it to
take the decision.

It said the three month suspension
“will allow an assessment as to wheth-
er the evolving security context offers
the necessary conditions for the return
of MSF teams”.

MSF said that on the day of the attack,
it had already evacuated the Turgeau
emergency centre, as the fighting and
the frontline had advanced dangerous-
ly close to the centre, with stray bullets
landing in the compound every day.

It said during the evacuation of teams
from Turgeau to the Carrefour trau-
ma hospital, clearly identified MSF
vehicles, using the only access road
separating the two structures, were
deliberately targeted by at least one
hooded man in uniform. The MSF ve-
hicles were shot 15 times. The incident
forced MSF to stop using this route.
“The Turgeau emergency centre and
the Carrefour trauma hospital are
closely linked in their operations.
Without the possibility of using this
road to transfer patients, transport per-
sonnel or deliver medical supplies,

these structures can no longer func-
tion,” says Benoit Vasseur, MSF’s
head of mission in Haiti.

“This is why we have also been forced
to withdraw from Carrefour as of 9
April 2025. This is an extremely pain-
ful decision, at a time when people’s
vital medical needs continue to grow,”
Vasseur added.

The MSF said that at these two medi-
cal facilities, its teams noted an alarm-
ing increase in the number of victims
of violence.

It said between January and March
2025, MSF treated more than 750 peo-
ple for violent trauma. At the same
time, 3,600 emergency cases were
treated.

They were the only medical facilities
in the area to offer free care to victims
of road accidents and domestic acci-
dents, or to refer patients to appropri-
ate facilities.

“Despite these withdrawals, MSF is
continuing our activities in other med-
ical facilities in Port-au-Prince and
the south region of Haiti. The Tabarre
trauma reference centre continues to
treat victims of serious burns, acci-
dents and violence. Hopital Drouil-
lard in Cité Soleil maintains a 24-hour
emergency service, which includes
physical and mental health treatment
for victims and survivors of sexual and
gender-based violence.

MSF said that the Pran Men’m clinic
continues to provide comprehensive
medical and psychological care to
sexual violence victims and survivors,
including at its main facility in Delmas

and at the Isaie Jeanty maternity hos-
pital.

MSF said that since 2021, it has also
been sending mobile clinics to several
sites for displaced people and disad-
vantaged neighbourhoods in the cap-
ital.

“However, medical transport has been
suspended for all MSF teams in Port-
au-Prince. Finally, in the south region,
notably in Port-a-Piment and in the
surrounding area, MSF continues to
provide emergency obstetric and neo-
natal care, as well as maternal health
services.”

MSF said that for over 30 years, it has
responded to the major crises that have
hit Haiti, ranging from earthquakes,
hurricanes, cholera epidemics and
continues to support people in the face
of the current violence.

“However, MSF staff cannot continue
risking their lives to provide this ser-
vice,” it said, noting that on November
22 last year, it had to suspend all oper-
ations in the Port au Prince metropol-
itan area for around three weeks due
to repeated attacks and threats against
its staff.

“The extreme suffering of people in
Haiti makes this decision all the more
heartbreaking, but a dead or injured
doctor or nurse can do nothing for pa-
tients in need,” said Vasseur.

“We reiterate our appeal to all par-
ties concerned to respect the medical
mission and ensure the protection of
health structures, ambulances, patients
and staff,” he added. (Jamaica Glean-

er)
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St Ann man charged with murder of one-year-old girl

A 35-year-old St Ann man
has been charged in con-
nection with the death of a
one-year-old girl who was
found unresponsive in a tub
of water in Golden Grove
last Tuesday.

According to the police, a
post-mortem performed on
Alayah Michaels on Thurs-
day, 3 April, revealed that
the infant died from blunt
force trauma to the head.

Joseph, who is reportedly

the child’s stepfather, sub-
sequently turned himself in
and allegedly confessed to
the crime.

He has since been charged
with murder.

His court date is currently
being finalised.

Reports from the St Ann’s
Bay police are that on
Thursday, 27 March, the
child was left in the care and
protection of Joseph.

It is reported that on Tues-
day, 1 April, the man was
bathing the child in a tub of
water, and that he left the
toddler in the tub and she
was subsequently found un-
responsive.

It is further reported that
the man took the child to a
health centre and told med-
ical personnel that she be-
came unresponsive during
the bath.

A medical team attempted

to resuscitate baby Alayah;
however, she remained un-
responsive.

She was transported to the
St Ann’s Bay Hospital,
where she was pronounced
dead.

An  investigation = was
launched into the child’s

death. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Dominica: Prominent lawyer arrested
and charged for March 19 protest

The police in Dominica are continuing
to arrest citizens in connection with
the March 19 protest which turned vi-
olent near Parliament in Roseau.

The latest arrest is prominent Domini-
can attorney Ronald Charles local me-
dia reports.

Charles is said to have been among the
protestors and also addressed the gath-
ering on the day of the protest. He has
also been one of the lawyers represent-
ing individuals previously arrested for
being part of the March 19 protest.

Local media reported that on Tuesday
police officers went to the law cham-
bers of Charles, seeking to take him in
for questioning.

On Wednesday morning Charles pre-
sented himself, accompanied by his
lawyers, to be detained and was for-

mally charged at the police headquar-
ters in Roseau where he remains in
custody.

Up to 22 people have been arrest-
ed, charged and granted bail so far
in Dominica in connection with the
March 19 protest.

Among them, former Opposition
Leader, Hector John and opposition
legislator, Daniel Lugay.

Protesters were challenging three con-
troversial electoral reform bills which
were eventually passed in Parliament.

Those arrested have been charged with
unlawful riotous gathering in violation
of the Riot Act of Dominica. (Loop
Caribbean)
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Prada agrees to buy rival fashion house
Versace in a deal valued at $1.4 billion

The Prada Group announced a deal
Thursday to buy Italy’s Versace
from the U.S. luxury group Capri
Holdings under terms that value
the fashion house at 1.25 billion
euros ($1.4 billion).

Prada said the addition of Versace’s
“highly recognizable aesthetic
. constitutes a strongly comple-
mentary addition” to its portfolio,
which includes the Prada and Miu
Miu fashion brands. It said Mi-
lan-based Versace offered “signif-
icant untapped growth potential.”

The final value of the deal will be
adjusted at closing, which is ex-
pected in the second half of the
year. It will be funded by 1.5 bil-
lion euros in new debt and has

been approved by the Prada and

Capri Holdings board of directors.

“Versace will maintain its cre-
ative DNA and cultural authentic-
ity, while benefitting from the full
strength of the Group’s consider-
able consolidated platform, includ-
ing industrial capabilities, retail
execution and operational exper-
tise,” Prada said in a statement.

Versace, founded in 1978 by the
late Gianni Versace, has been
owned since 2018 by Capri Hold-
ings, which includes Michael Kors
and Jimmy Choo.

Capri Holdings paid $2 billion for
Versace but had been struggling
in the recent era of “quiet luxury”
to position the stalwart of Italian

s uem— —

fashion with its sexy silhouettes
and loud patterns.

Last month, Capri Holdings named
Dario Vitale as creative director to
replace Donatella Versace, who as-
sumed the role after her brother’s
1997 murder. Vitale came from
Miu Miu, the stunningly success-
ful youth-driven brand in the Prada
Group.

Versace was given the new role
of chief brand ambassador in the
shakeup, which was widely viewed
as setting the scene for the long-ru-
mored Prada sale. Miuccia Prada
acknowledged the group’s interest
on the sidelines of Milan Fashion
Week in February. (NBC News)
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South Sudan rescinds its decision to deny a deportee
entry after US revokes all visas

International

AROUND THE WORLD

South Sudanese officials
said Tuesday that they will
allow a foreign national
entry into the country after
their initial refusal to do so
prompted the United States
to revoke the visas of all its
citizens.

Congolese national Makula
Kintu will be accepted into
the country “in the spirit of
maintaining friendly rela-
tions” between South Sudan
and the US, said foreign af-
fairs ministry spokesperson
Apuk Ayuel Mayen.

Last Friday, officials re-
fused entry to Kintu, who
had been deported from the
United States, saying he il-
legally used the travel doc-
uments of a South Sudanese
national, Nimeri Garang.

The following day, US Sec-
retary of State Marco Ru-
bio announced that the US

would revoke all visas for
South Sudanese citizens be-
cause the country had failed
to accept the return of its
citizens deported from the
United States “in a timely
manner.”

On Monday, South Suda-
nese officials decried the
move as unfair, saying Kin-
tu’s case was an isolated one
and it had cooperated with
all other deportation cases.

The US had said it was
“prepared to review” the
decision to revoke all visas
“when South Sudan is in
full cooperation.”

Edmund Yakani, executive
director for the Communi-
ty Empowerment for Prog-
ress Organization, a local
advocacy group, applauded
the South Sudanese gov-
ernment’s decision to allow
Kintu into the country.

“The issues associated with
the identity of the deportee
should be handled legally
without harming the South
Sudanese in totality,” Ya-
kani told The Associated
Press.

South  Sudan’s political
landscape is fragile and re-
cent violence between gov-
ernment troops and armed

opposition groups has esca-
lated tensions.

Last week, United Nations

Secretary-General ~ Anto-
nio Guterres urged regional
and international leaders to
prevent South Sudan from
falling “over the abyss” into
another civil war. (Jamaica
Gleaner)
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New York jury awards $1.68 billion to women who accused writer
and director James Toback of sexual abuse

A New York jury on
Wednesday awarded
$1.68 billion in damag-
es to 40 women who ac-
cused writer and director
James Toback of sexual
abuse and other crimes
over a span of 35 years,
according to lawyers rep-
resenting the plaintiffs.

The decision stems from
a lawsuit filed in Man-
hattan in 2022 after
New York state institut-
ed a one-year window
for people to file law-
suits over sexual assault
claims even if they took
place decades ago.

It marks one of the larg-
est jury awards since the
advent of the #MeToo
movement, as well as in
New York state history,
said attorney Brad Beck-
worth, of the law firm
Nix Patterson LLP, in an
interview. The plaintiffs,
he said, believe such a
large verdict will send
a message to powerful
individuals “who don’t
treat women appropriate-
ly.”

The court had not yet re-
leased documentation of
the verdict as of Wednes-
day night. Beckworth
said the verdict included
$280 million in compen-
satory damages and $1.4
billion for punitive dam-
ages to the plaintiffs.

“This verdict is about
justice,” Beckworth said
in a statement. “But more

importantly, It’s about
taking power back from
the abusers — and their
and enablers — and re-
turning it to those he tried
to control and silence.”

Beckworth said the abuse
took place between 1979
and 2014.

Toback was nominated
for an Oscar for writing
1991’s “Bugsy,” and his
career in Hollywood has
spanned more than 40
years. Accusations that
he engaged in years of
sexual abuse surfaced in
late 2017 as the #MeToo
movement gained atten-
tion. They were first re-
ported by the Los Ange-
les Times.

In 2018, Los Angeles
prosecutors said the stat-
utes of limitations had
expired in five cases they

reviewed and declined to
bring criminal charges
against Toback.

The plaintiffs then filed
a lawsuit in New York a
few days after the state’s
Adult Survivors Act went
into effect. The lawyers
said they discovered a
pattern of Toback at-
tempting to lure young
women on the streets of
New York into meeting
him by falsely promising
roles in his films and then
subjecting them to sexual
acts, threats and psycho-
logical coercion.

Mary Monahan, a lead
plaintiff in the -case,
called the jury award
“validation” for her and
the other women.

“For decades, 1 carried
this trauma in silence,
and today, a jury believed
me. Believed us. That
changes everything,” she
said in a statement. “This

verdict is more than a
number — it’s a declara-
tion. We are not dispos-
able. We are not liars. We
are not collateral damage
in someone else’s power
trip. The world knows
now what we’ve always
known: what he did was
real.”

Toback, 80, who most
recently had represented
himself, denied numer-
ous times in court docu-
ments that he “committed
any sexual offense” and
that “any sexual encoun-
ter or contact between
Plaintiffs and Defendant
was consensual.”

He also argued that New
York’s law extending the
statute of limitations on
sexual abuse cases vio-
lated his constitutional
rights.

A message sent to an
email address listed for
him seeking comment
was not immediately an-
swered.

In January, the judge in
the case entered a default
judgment against To-
back, who had failed to
appear in court when or-
dered to do so. The judge
then scheduled a trial for
only damages last month
to determine how much
Toback had to pay the
women. (NBC News)
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Stuti Kashyap Strikes Again!
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Antigua and Barbuda’s
Rising Star Shines in San
Francisco

Fresh off her gold-medal
win in Puerto Rico, Stu-
ti Kashyap of Antigua and
Barbuda has delivered an-
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other electrifying perfor-
mance—this time at the
WTT Youth Contender San
Francisco II 2025.

Silver in U17 Girls Singles
Stuti cruised through the
group stage and eliminated

top American contenders

Isabella Luo, Abigail Yu,
and Mandy Yu on her way
to the final. There, she faced
Japan’s Umi Nakada and,
after a tight four-game bat-
tle (4-11, 8-11, 11-6, 13-15),

secured a proud sec-
ond-place finish.
Strong Showing in U19

In U19 Girls Singles, Stuti
advanced out of her group
with a 3-0 win over Qin
Zhiyan (USA) and a grit-
ty 3-2 victory against Irene
Yeoh (USA). She exited
in the Round of 16 after a
hard-fought match again
losing to top seed Umi Na-
kada (Japan).

Mixed Doubles Momen-
tum

Partnering with De La Torre
(USA), Stuti also reached
the U19 Mixed Doubles
quarterfinals, defeating Lo/
Huang (USA) before falling
to Naresh/Moyland (USA).
Back-to-Back Podiums
With medals in two WTT
events in just two weeks,
Stuti Kashyap is proving
that a new table tennis force
is rising from Antigua and
Barbuda—and the world is
taking notice.

Editor: Everton Barnes. Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua
(268) 562-4989 Editorials and Reporting: evertonbarnes55@gmail.com; advertising: Sales @pointville.ag.
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