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The Cabinet has decided to enter 
a response in the court case filed 
in the United States by the Rus-
sian woman who has been claim-
ing ownership of the yacht, Alfa 
Nero.
This comes as the Cabinet held a 
discussion on the outrageous and 
invasive request filed in Feder-
al Court in New York requesting 
information on the Bank Account 
on several persons, banks and en-
tities in Antigua and Barbuda and 
in the United States regarding the 
Alfa Nero Sale. 
“The law firm that has agreed to 
enter pleadings on behalf of the 
defendants in the case describe 
the request as “a misuse of the 
Courts in the United States” and 
the system of Justice. The cost of 
defending this frivolous request 
for all kinds of records despite the 
fictitious and unjustifiable claim 
of the whereabouts of Ten Mil-
lion United States Dollars. The 
Judgement in defense will be re-
quired to spend tens of thousands 
of dollars,” government sources 
reported.
However, the Attorney General 
explained that if the suit is not de-
fended a default judgement will 
be entered against the defendants 
and the cost would be even great-
er. 
The lawsuit has been described 
as a fishing expedition and the 
courts in the United States is like-
ly to quash the subpoena that has 
been filled by the Russian Citizen 
who now claims ownership.

Cabinet decides to respond to the US 
court case involving the Alfa Nero yacht
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The government has de-
cision to restructure the 
payment system involv-
ing members of the Cuban 
Medical Brigade, whose 
presence provide a sub-
stantial support for the lo-
cal healthcare system.
The decision comes in re-
sponse to the threat by the 
Trump Administration to 
declare the Cuban Medi-
cal brigade as equivalent 
to “Human Trafficking”.
The Antigua and Barbuda 
government reiterates that 
it’s payment method and 
the contractual arrange-
ment which the Govern-
ment of Cuba and Antigua 
and Barbuda have entered 
into do not support this 
view. 
Nevertheless, the Cabi-
net has made a decision 
to pay the Cuban Med-
ical Brigade of Doctors 
and Nurses 100% of the 
contractual amount and to 
have each doctor or nurse 
receive the entire payment 
from the Antigua and Bar-
buda Government; statu-

tory deductions will also 
be, made from each pay 
package as is done for ev-
ery worker in Antigua and 
Barbuda. 

According to government 
sources this approach has 
been communicated to 
the US Government Offi-
cials and the Government 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
awaits the US Govern-
ments’ response.
Meanwhile, the Minister 
of Heath informed that 
five new pieces of legis-
lation will have their first 
reading at the next sitting 
of Parliament. They are 
the Mental Health Bill, 
the Abandonment of the 
Elderly Bill, the Licensing 
of Nurses Home Bill and 
the Sugary Drinks Bill. 

In related developments, 
the Medical Benefit 
Scheme has agreed to set 
aside US$1 Million to pur-
chase vaccines in the event 
of an outbreak or pandem-
ic. Both the Pan American 
Health Organization(PA-
HO) and World Health 
Organization(WHO) have 
suffered a decrease in con-
tributions since the Unit-
ed States has signaled its 
intent to withdraw from 
regional and international 
organizations and to end 
its funding that it once 
provided.

The government has approved new payment 
system for Cuban medical personnel
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One day after Michael Freeland 
was elected in a primary to be 
the Antigua and Barbuda Labour 
Party’s candidate/caretaker for 
the St. George constituency, the 
Prime Minister has decided to 

appoint him to the Senate.
Freeland will be appointed to 
fill the vacancy created when 
Rawdon Turner was elected to 
the House of Representatives in 

January. It is the second time that 
Freeland will be asked to serve in 
the Senate. He previously served 
from 2014 to 2018.
On Tuesday, Freeland emerged 
winner of the St. George ABLP 
primary where he secured 350 
votes, nineteen more than his 
nearest rival, Joel Rayne with 331 
votes. Bakisha Francis received 
142 votes and Salim Browne 42.
Meanwhile, Joel Rayne is ex-
tending congratulations and sup-
port for Freeland noting that the 
people have made their choice 
and that he respects their deci-
sion. This as he gave thanks to 
his supporters, campaign team 
and family for standing along-
side him during the primary pro-
cess. 

Michael Freeland to return to the Senate
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It is now set; the venue, date 
and theme for the 55th Gen-
eral Assembly of the Organ-
isation of American States 
(OAS) that will take place 
in Antigua and Barbuda in 
June have been approved.
At a regular meeting of the 
OAS Permanent Council 
held in Washington, DC, 
Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Ambassador, Sir Ron San-
dals proposed a resolution 
naming the venue, date and 
theme for the meeting.
“With your permission, al-
low me now to formally 
introduce for consideration 
the draft resolution Number 
CP/Doc. 6068/25/ rev. 1, 
entitled: “Place, Date, and 
Theme of The Fifty-Fifth 
Regular Session of The 
General Assembly”.
“This resolution announces 
that: The Fifty-Fifth Regu-
lar Session of the General 

Assembly will be held in 
St. John’s, Antigua and Bar-
buda, from June 25 to 27, 
2025; The Resolution also 
declares that the theme of the 
Assembly will be “Building 

Resilient, Inclusive Econo-
mies in the Americas,” Sir 
Ron noted.
He told the Permanent 
Council members that it is 
believed this theme reso-

nates with urgent regional 
concerns, emphasizing the 
need for resilience and in-
clusivity as these countries 
address the challenges con-
fronting each member state 
– big and small - and all of 
them collectively.
“By using the term “build-
ing” in the theme, we af-
firm our commitment to 
sustained, ongoing action. 
And the inclusive scope of 
the theme ensures that all 
Member States can high-
light their specific priorities 
within a broader collective 
framework, underscoring 
our shared dedication to im-
proving the lives of all cit-
izens in the Americas,” Sir 
Ron stated.
The resolution was adopted 
by the Permanent Council 
by acclamation.

OAS formally adopts date, venue and theme for 
55th General Assembly in St. John’s

Ambassador Sir Ronald Sanders and OAS Secretary 
General Luis Almagro at signing of Agreement for Anti-
gua and Barbuda to host OAS General Assembly
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  The Police Administration is ex-
pressing gratitude to the public for 
the overwhelming support and as-
sistance received in the ongoing 
investigation into the homicide of 
Chantel Crump. 
The cohesiveness of each com-
munity, along with the prompt re-
sponses from law enforcement, 
has significantly contributed to the 

progress made in the case.
The administration also wishes to 
refute claims circulating on certain 
social media platforms suggesting 
that a specific individual is solely 
responsible for this success. In re-
ality, it has been the involvement of 
residents across Antigua and Bar-
buda who have come together to 
support both Chantel’s family and 
the police. It is disingenuous for 
any single person to take credit for 
this collective effort, especially in 
such a sensitive matter.
The police kindly ask the public 
to respect the grieving process of 
Chantel’s family and assure ev-
eryone that they are committed to 
working with them to ensure justice 
is served and closure is achieved. 
Residents are reminded that the 
investigation is still ongoing, and 

they should refrain from making 
public remarks that could hinder its 
progress. Anyone with additional 
information is asked to get in con-
tact with the Criminal Investiga-
tions Department at 462-3913 or 
call the Crimestoppers anonymous 
hotline at 800-8477.
Meanwhile, the police are report-
ing that almost one million dollars’ 
worth of cannabis was seized at 
V.C. Bird International Airport on 
Tuesday. 
A joint drug operation between the 
police and customs officials resulted 
in the seizure of 119 vacuum-sealed 
packages of cannabis at the airport 
cargo shed. The controlled sub-
stance is valued at $708,000 and 
weighs 118 pounds. The shipment 
was taken to the police station for 
further investigations.

Police express gratitude to public in Chantel Crump
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Venezuelan national Renzo Eduar-

do Sanoja is expected to appear in the 
District B Magistrate’s Court later this 
week on cocaine charges.

The 40-year-old was charged by 
police for having 907 grams of cocaine 
in his possession. However, his appear-
ance before Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards was delayed following alle-
gations that he was badly beaten while 
in police custody, by a cellmate.

The Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda is yet to confirm or deny 
the allegation.

According to a STRATCOM state-
ment, Sanoja was intercepted at V.C. 
Bird International Airport on Wednes-
day, 18th October, 2023 by the police 
and customs during a joint drug oper-
ation.

During interrogation, the police 
discovered he had ingested a total of 74 

cocaine pellets. The Venezuelan nation-
al was transported to Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center where he later excreted 
the controlled substance.

He was charged with possession 
of cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
possession with intent to transfer, and 
being concerned with the supply of co-
caine.

The illicit substance has an estimat-
ed value of EC$63,236.00. 

Drug ‘mule’ arrested, beaten in cell

US judge with Antiguan roots 
appointed to NYS Supreme Court

New York State Gov-
ernor, Kathy Hochul, has 
announced the appointment 
of the Honorable Marsha 
Michael to a vacancy on the 
New York State Supreme 

Court, Appellate Division, 
First Department. 

Justice Michael was 
born in St. Croix in the 
US Virgin Islands to Anti-
gua and Barbuda parents 

Primrose Francis and Ter-
ry ‘Beckett’ Michael. Her 
grandparents were Joseph 
and Kathleen Francis of 
Newfield.

“Our legal system relies 

on intelligent, discerning ju-
rists to lead our courts and 
dispense justice,” Governor 
Hochul said. “I’m proud 
to appoint the Honorable 

cont’d on pg 10
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Days after a US State De-
partment spokesperson dis-
missed published reports of 
a list of countries that are to 
face varying levels of trav-
el restrictions, there is still 
a sense of unease, at least 
among the countries of the 
Eastern Caribbean which 
were included in the list. 
According to a Reuters 
News Agency report, the 
leaders from these coun-
tries are taking nothing to 
chance; they are actively 
seeking further clarifica-
tions from US officials on 
the matter.
For more clarity on the mat-
ter, Point Express publishes 
below the full text of the re-
port;
BY Reuters March 18, 2025
Leaders from across the 
Caribbean are seeking clar-
ity after a draft of a U.S. 
government list of  over 
40 countries  which could 
face sweeping travel restric-
tions  was made public, a 
move which could mark the 
latest in President Donald 
Trump›s crackdown on 
migration.
U.S. State Department 
spokesperson Tammy Bruce 
disavowed the list on Mon-
day, but stipulated “there is 
a review through the pres-
ident’s executive order for 
us to look at the nature of 
what’s going on to keep 
America safer and deal-
ing with the issue of visas 
and who’s allowed into the 
country.”
President Trump’s adminis-

tration has vowed mass de-
portations of migrants in the 
U.S. illegally. Half of the 

countries on the list in cir-
culation are African, while 
seven more are  located 
around the Caribbean.
The small island nations of 
Antigua and Barbuda, Dom-
inica, Saint Kitts and Nevis 
and Saint Lucia were also 
listed in the draft for partial 
travel suspensions if their 
respective governments do 
not address unspecified “de-
ficiencies” within 60 days.
Leaders from those nations 
have responded saying they 
have received no commu-
nication from the United 
States on the potential ban, 
nor on concerns raised about 
their governance.
In a Saturday letter seen by 
Reuters, Antigua and Bar-
buda’s embassy in Wash-
ington expressed its “deep 
concern” and requested the 

U.S. clarify the potential 
travel bans and “details of 
any ‘deficiencies’ perceived 

by agencies of the Unit-
ed States so that they may 
be promptly discussed and 
remedied.”
“A review is not a ban,” its 
ambassador to the United 
States, Ronald Sanders, told 
Reuters. “A review can lead 
to satisfaction as much as 
anything else.”
Dominica’s prime minis-
ter said he was making the 
necessary enquiries, while 
Saint Kitts and Nevis said it 
“has maintained consistent 
and open dialogue” with the 
U.S. and would provide up-
dates should it receive any 
official communication.
According to the list, Haiti 
- which is facing a devas-
tating gang conflict that has 
forced over 1 million from 
their homes and which the 
U.N. has warned is being 

fueled by guns shipped from 
Florida  - would be subject 
to partial suspensions, 

including for students and 
tourists.
The U.S. government last 
month decided to  speed 
up the expiration of de-
portation protections  and 
work permits for 521,000 
Haitians covered by a 
temporary program by some 
six months.
Meanwhile, Cuba and Vene-
zuela would face a complete 
visa suspension. Both left-
ist-run countries have tense 
relations with the Trump 
administration and are fac-
ing deep economic crises 
that have caused many to 
seek migration to the United 
States.
The Cuban, Venezuelan and 
Haitian governments did 
not immediately respond to 
Reuters’ requests for com-
ment.

Caribbean leaders seek clarity as 
US mulls sweeping travel bans

https://www.reuters.com/world/countries-considered-trumps-potential-new-travel-ban-2025-03-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/countries-considered-trumps-potential-new-travel-ban-2025-03-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-administration-weighs-travel-ban-dozens-countries-memo-says-2025-03-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-administration-weighs-travel-ban-dozens-countries-memo-says-2025-03-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-says-he-will-instruct-homeland-security-pentagon-prepare-migrant-facility-2025-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-says-he-will-instruct-homeland-security-pentagon-prepare-migrant-facility-2025-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/defiant-caribbean-leaders-dismiss-trafficking-accusations-us-targets-cubas-2025-03-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/defiant-caribbean-leaders-dismiss-trafficking-accusations-us-targets-cubas-2025-03-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/un-urges-measures-stop-arms-trafficking-fueling-haitis-gang-wars-2024-01-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/un-urges-measures-stop-arms-trafficking-fueling-haitis-gang-wars-2024-01-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/trump-administration-cuts-duration-haitian-deportation-protections-august-2025-02-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/trump-administration-cuts-duration-haitian-deportation-protections-august-2025-02-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/trump-administration-cuts-duration-haitian-deportation-protections-august-2025-02-20/
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The Antigua and Barbuda Tourism 
Authority (ABTA) has honoured a 
distinguished group of industry VIPs 
for their longstanding commitment to 
promoting Antigua and Barbuda by 
presenting them with the  Minister’s 
Award for Excellence in Tourism. 
The awards ceremony was held in 
New York City with Tourism Minis-
ter, Charles ‘Max’ Fernandez, ABTA’s 
CEO, Colin C. James, and Director of 
Tourism for the USA, Dean Fenton in 
attendance.
The ceremony recognized travel 
professionals, media partners, and 
community leaders who have made 
significant contributions to the desti-
nation’s growth and success. The offi-
cial delegation included Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations, Ambassador 
Walton Webson, and Senator Alincia 
Williams-Grant.
The Tourism Minister Fernandez 
stated, “Our success is driven by the 
passion, dedication, and hard work of 
these professionals who consistently 
go above and beyond in advocating 

for Antigua and Barbuda.” 
He added, “We take great pride in cel-
ebrating their accomplishments and 
eagerly anticipate strengthening these 
vital partnerships.” Minister Fernan-
dez highlighted the late Sir Rob Bar-
rett, founder of Elite Island Resorts, 
acknowledging his significant con-
tributions to developing Antigua and 
Barbuda’s tourism industry, and also 
recognized Elite’s team members, 
Larry Basham, Sherrie Ault, and John 
Cather, for their tremendous commit-
ment to the industry’s growth.
CEO Colin C. James remarked, 
“From the Travel Advisors and Pub-
lic Relations Specialists, everyone 
honoured, has played a crucial role in 
showcasing the magic of Antigua and 
Barbuda to the world. Their efforts 
have greatly influenced our tourism 
industry, ensuring our islands remain 
among the Caribbean’s premier des-
tinations.” ABTA USA Director of 
Tourism, Dean Fenton, commended 
the recipients, saying, “I am extreme-
ly proud to recognize our exceptional 
business partners, whose unwavering 
support and dedication have played a 

significant role in elevating Antigua 
and Barbuda’s tourism industry.”
The distinguished honourees in at-
tendance included Brenda O’Neale, 
Travel Advisor and Chair of the Anti-
gua & Barbuda Travel Agent Advisory 
Board; Lila Nicholas, Travel Advisor 
and Chair of the Professional Travel 
Agents of North America (PATANA) 
National Advisory Board; Brenda 
Cole, Travel Advisor and President of 
PATANA; Corrine Mutarelli, Travel 
Advisor and Past President of the Al-
liance of Westchester Travel Agencies 
(AWTA); and Ralph Vasami, Presi-
dent of Kiwanis Yonkers and former 
President of the New York American 
Society of Travel Advisors (ASTA).
Adrian Surgeon, Graphics and Design 
Specialist; Antiguan chefs Edward 
Murphy and Melvin Myers; Artistic 
Designer Dave Ray; Marilyn Pires, 
Travel Account Manager and Execu-
tive Assistant to ABTA USA Director 
Dean Fenton; Noel Mignott, founder 
of the Portfolio Marketing Group, the 
public relations firm responsible for 
maintaining the visibility of Antigua 
and Barbuda in the United States; and 
Alison Ross, a former partner at PMG, 
were among the honourees. Also in-
cluded on the VIP awards list were 
Genevieve Edwards of Sharp Travel 
International, Henry Watkins,  owner 
of the Watkins Media Group, and in-
dustry supporter Roberta Diaz.
 
Caption: L-R  Dean Fenton, Direc-
tor of Tourism, Antigua and Barbuda 
Tourism Authority; Brenda O’Neale, 
Travel Advisor and Chair of the Anti-
gua & Barbuda Travel Agent Adviso-
ry Board; Honourable Charles ‘Max’ 
Fernandez, Minister of Tourism, Civil 
Aviation, Transportation & Invest-
ment

ABTA honours industry VIPs for years of 
dedication and support
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Foreign Minister, E.P 
Chet Greene has made 
the case for there to be a 
more formalized struc-
ture to promote closer 
ties between India and 
Latin Americana and 
the Caribbean.
Minister Greene who 
is in India, the world’s 
most populous nation, 
made the point while 
addressing a Special 
Ministerial Session 
on Strengthening In-
dia-LAC Partnerships 
in a Changing Global 
Environment.
“We need to increase 
high-level visits and en-

gagements between In-
dia, Latin America and 
Caribbean countries if 
we are to foster better 
understanding and part-
nerships. An example 
of this concept would 
be the establishment of 
bilateral committees fo-
cused on specific sec-
tors like agriculture, 
technology and phar-
maceuticals,” the For-
eign Affairs Minister 
suggested.  
In his remarks to the 
session, India’s Min-
ister for Commerce & 
Industry, Piyush Goyal 
said, “Sectoral diver-
sification is crucial so 

that we can move be-
yond the traditional ar-
eas of trade. High-end 
manufacturing, phar-
maceuticals, digital en-
gagement, digital public 
infrastructure and artifi-
cial intelligence, all of 
these are necessary for 
building a future-ready 
business environment. 
Therefore, strengthen-
ing institutional frame-
works will be essential 
along with the remov-
al of non-tariff barriers 
and entering into robust 
trade agreements.” 
He further stressed that 
Renewable Energy 
could be a key area of 

collaboration as almost 
40% of the world’s lith-
ium reserves are found 
in LAC countries. In-
dia would like to part-
ner with LAC nations 
to process them joint-
ly. “Our businesses can 
collaborate on lithi-
um processing, battery 
manufacturing and elec-
tric mobility to contrib-
ute to solving climate 
change challenges,” he 
added.
Minister Greene trav-
eled to India to partic-
ipate in the 10th India- 
LAC Conclave hosted 
by the Confederation of 
Indian Industry.

Foreign Minister Greene wants stronger ties between 
India and Latin America and the Caribbean

Foreign Minister E.P Chet Greene addressing delegates at the 10th India- LAC Conclave taking place in New Delhi
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The Ministry of Health is encour-
aging young people involved in 
business enterprises to apply for 
funding provided by Nestle and 
managed through UNESCO.
The initiative is being directed 
through the UNESCO Youth Pro-
gramme which has announced 
the launch of the UNESCO x 
Nestlé “Youth Impact: Because 
You Matter” Global Youth Grant 
Scheme. Supported by Nestlé, the 
initiative will fund 100 youth-led 
projects worldwide.
Applications are now open for 
youth-led projects that lessen the 
impacts of climate disruption and 
ensure environmental sustain-
ability. This includes youth proj-
ects to develop:
1. Climate change mitigation and 
adaptation strategies,
2. Sustainable food systems,
3. Regenerative agricultural 
practices and

4. Packaging sustainability inno-
vations.

Eligible project leaders are aged 
18 to 30 years from diverse back-
grounds and regions. 100 grants 
of $8,500 each will be awarded, 
and grantees will receive train-
ing, mentoring and networking 
opportunities throughout the im-
plementation of their projects.
You will find the application form 
here: https://unesco.nestleyou-
thentrepreneurship.com/
Note that applicants will need to 
register to Nestlé’s Youth Entre-
preneurship Platform to apply. 
Applicants will need to apply un-
til 8 April, 23.59 Central Europe-
an Time.

Financing available for youth-led projects 
under UNESCO programme

https://unesco.nestleyouthentrepreneurship.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2rRme2CI-ZmFIGqZ_vXfkI7w9L52n9fNFyvkHMelcdNikyFwoQcEfOKss_aem_v8NRqdep9g9CqFbJX1MSyw
https://unesco.nestleyouthentrepreneurship.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2rRme2CI-ZmFIGqZ_vXfkI7w9L52n9fNFyvkHMelcdNikyFwoQcEfOKss_aem_v8NRqdep9g9CqFbJX1MSyw
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by Derrick Nicholas
This month marks the 5th anniversa-

ry of a grim experience which brought 
the world to a standstill.  That event 
which threatened to bring the entire 
world to its knees was the Novel Coro-
navirus (COVID-19), a respiratory dis-
ease.

Even though the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) declared COVID-19 
as a global pandemic on 11th March, 
2020, the Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda did not close its borders until 
26th March, 2020.  The world first be-
came aware of an outbreak of the dis-
ease in Wuhan, China on 31st Decem-
ber, 2019 as several cases of pneumonia 
with no known cause.  The disease lat-
er became known as COVID-19.

To understand the confusion and 
even the skepticism which surround-
ed the spread of this disease and the 
response of governments across the 
globe, it is important to study the time-
line.  On 7th January, 2020 the WHO 
announced that they have identified a 
new virus named SARS-CoV-2 that 
causes COVID-19.  WHO also said 
that it (virus) belongs to the corona-
virus family.  Then, on 11th January, 
2020 China announced the first death 
linked to COVID-19.

The days, weeks and months which 
followed were filled with the curtail-
ment of rights and uncertainty.  Cur-
fews were imposed which severely 
restricted the public’s ability to move.  
At the same time, uncertainty grew as 
we were not sure how long these con-
ditionalities would remain in place, 
and how we would manage.  Persons 
were mandated to wear a mask which 
covered both the nostrils and mouth 
when in public.  

As the days became weeks, and the 
weeks became months depression and 
other conditions started to present in 
people who were trying their best to 
cope with the new ‘normal’.  We be-
came suspicious of anyone who would 
dare cough in public.  We soon man-
aged to adjust to the limited time we 
had to do banking, going to the super-

market and other every day chores.  
Schools were closed and lectures 
moved online.  This presented several 
challenges as not all students had ac-
cess to the Internet, or worse, had ac-
cess to devices.

Then came a time when a ‘vaccine’ 
was developed, mainly by three phar-
maceutical companies: Astra Zeneca, 
Moderna, and Pfizer.  (Other pharma-
ceutical companies later joined in the 
race to develop a vaccine).  The alarm-
ing thing is that governments across 
the world engaged these three compa-
nies to place huge orders, ostensibly 
for their population, and in the process 
indemnifying the pharmaceutical com-
panies of any legal threat.  

In Antigua and Barbuda, people were 
brought before the Court to pay huge 
fines for not wearing masks, or for ob-
jecting to the ‘vaccine’ mandate.  The 
interesting thing is that people who are 
otherwise very astute, accepted the vac-
cine without question.  Of course, vac-
cines take 6-7 years before they come 
to market.  They have to be subjected 
to a series of trials and testing before 
they come to market.  The COVID-19 
‘vaccine’ was therefore brought to 
market and ‘tested’ on humans, with 
our government’s full knowledge and 
cooperation.

We hope that there will never come 
a time again in the future, when citi-
zens’ rights would be curtailed, and the 
uncertainties which followed visited 
upon us again.

When the World Stood Still

Registration for UWI FIC LLL Centre
Register for Lifelong Learning Unit courses at Epicurean Friars 
Hill Road on Friday 21st March from 9 a.m until 3 p.m. Quarter 2 
courses begin on 7th April, 2025. Save your seat!”

Paula C. M. Lee
Executive Director 

Lifelong Learning Unit
The UWI FIC
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Opposition Leader Kam-
la Persad-Bissessar has 
called Prime Minister 
Stuart Young’s calling of 
an April election date a 
‘hurried,’ attempt to avoid 
United National Congress 
(UNC) legal action against 
him.
Shortly after the Office of 
the Prime Minister yes-
terday published the April 
28th General Election date 
set by Young yesterday, 
Persad-Bissessar stated 
that the announcement 
was an attempt to avoid 
facing the courts on what 
she termed his “illegal’ an 
‘unconstitutional’ appoint-
ment to the post.
Last week, Persad-Bis-
sessar warned that Young 
would face the ‘Brilliant 
UNC Lawyers,” in the 
country’s courts should 
he replace outgoing Prime 

Minister Dr Keith Rowley 
following his resignation.
The Opposition leader also 
did not attend Young’s 
swearing-in ceremony on 
Monday, telling the Ex-
press that it was unconsti-
tutional. ‘I will not attend 
anything to give legitima-
cy to something that I think 
is unconstitutional. I do not 

intend to go to that cere-
mony,’ she had said.
Asked for her reaction 
to the election date, Per-
sad-Bissessar doubled 
down on her stance, adding 
that Young would have had 
to face an internal election 
prior to the General Elec-
tions.

“Young and the PNM ful-
ly well know that his ap-
pointment is illegal and 
unconstitutional. His ap-
pointment would have 
been shown to be uncon-
stitutional in the courts and 
he would then be forced to 
face a PNM internal elec-
tion before the GE. Penny 
(Penelope Beckles) would 
have decimated him in any 
internal election and the 
PNM financiers backed 
coup would have been put 
down,” sh She said the par-
ty was ready to protect the 
country.
“The UNC is ready, and 
we will do what PNM MPs 
failed to do, which is to 
protect our country from 
being gifted to a selfish 
select group of Young’s fi-
nanciers,” said Persad-Bis-
sessare said. (Trinidad Ex-
press)

Kamla: Young ‘hurriedly’ called election

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit has 
announced that his government plans 
to put legislation in place for the legal 
production of cannabis for medicinal 
purposes before the end of the year.
He made the announcement during a 
press conference on Monday.
 “In so far as putting the legislation in 
place and so forth, I believe before the 
end of this year we will have the leg-
islation in place and the mechanism 
for certification and licensing and pro-
viding of permits to persons who are 
interested in legal production of can-

nabis for medicinal purposes.”
He continued, “The issue of cannabis, 
the Minister of Finance would have 
articulated certain policy positions of 
the government in its efforts to further 
the country’s ability to be part of this 
growing industry.”
The prime minister plans to engage 
stakeholders in discussion as far as 
cannabis is concerned.
According to him, there is also a na-
tional committee to spearhead those 
efforts.
He said there are several issues that 

this national committee and the con-
sultation must take into consideration, 
especially in regards to the transacting 
with cannabis by-products.
“Because as you know banks are not 
prepared to engage in this because it is 
still illegal in many countries around 
the world,” Skerrit stated. “And so this 
is something that we have to navigate 
around  and to see whether the bank-
ing system can come to an apprecia-
tion that the by-products are crucial 
for health and wellness.” (Dominica 
News Online)

Medicinal cannabis legislation should be in 
place by year’s end, says PM
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The Government of Guyana says 
it will make “no apology” as it de-
fended the decision to include the 
slogan “One Guyana” on the new-
ly launched 10-year passports, say-
ing it is not a political slogan.
“The ‘One Guyana’ slogan is not 
a political slogan. It is a unifying 
concept. It is a principle that de-
notes our national objective — one 
people, one nation, one common 
destiny. It is a rallying cry to bring 
the diverse cultures and races of 
our country together,” Attorney 
General and Minister of Legal Af-
fairs, Anil Nandlall, said in a state-
ment.
Nandlall was responding to a let-
ter sent to the media by opposition 
legislator, Amanza Walton Desir, 
who said that the inclusion of the 
slogan is an attempt to replace na-
tional identity with political alle-
giance.
In the letter, Desir said that the 
move is part of a broader agenda 
by the ruling People’s Progres-
sive Party/Civic (PPP/C) to blur 
the lines between party and state, 
describing the decision as “a dan-
gerous overreach” and an effort to 
embed political propaganda into a 
national document that belongs to 
all Guyanese, regardless of politi-
cal affiliation.
“A passport is not a party manifes-
to, it is a sovereign document of 
our nation. It belongs to ‘we the 
people’ and is issued in our name 
by the state. It therefore ought to 
be neutral and free from partisan 
contamination.
”By embedding political propa-
ganda onto a passport that belongs 

to all Guyanese — regardless of 
their political affiliation, Irfaan Ali 

has once again shown his complete 
disregard for democratic norms 
and institutional integrity,” the op-
position legislator wrote.
“It must be understood, Guya-
nese brothers and sisters that this 
is a part of a broader, more sinister 
agenda. The PPP government has 
long sought to dismantle our dem-
ocratic institutions, erode checks 
and balances, and manipulate our 
national identity to serve its own 
interests.”
Desir said that the use of state re-
sources for political branding “is 
a classic sign of democratic back-
slide and authoritarianism and 
blurs the line of distinction be-
tween party and state”.
“It is quite interesting that the PPP 
which was relentlessly loud in its 
accusation of the PNC (People’s 
National Congress) for allegedly 

practicing party paramountcy is 
now openly, unashamedly doing 
just that,” she wrote.
But in his statement, Nandlall de-
fended the government’s decision, 
noting that the slogan, which also 
appears on the GUY$2,000 (One 
Guyana dollar=US$0.004 cents) 
bill, reflects the national ethos of 
unity and togetherness, which tran-
scends political affiliations.
He said that President Ali had 
been using the slogan in numerous 
speeches as part of his broader ef-
fort to create a cohesive force for 
national unity.
Nandlall said that the slogan has 
been incorporated into various 
government initiatives, and its in-
clusion in national documents like 
the passport is consistent with the 
government’s ongoing efforts to 
promote national unity.
“This government has every right 
to formulate a logo or slogan that 
captures its ethos. The ethos of this 
government is national unity, and 
we want to project that in every one 
of our policies and programmes. 
We make no apology for that.”
Responding directly to Desir’s crit-
icism, Nandlall said he has “nev-
er seen this slogan emanate from 
Freedom House (the headquarters 
of the ruling party)”.
“It is not a concept promoted by 
the PPP as a political slogan, but 
as a policy that reflects the values 
of the government,” he said, add-
ing that “it is ironic that the per-
son accusing us of using a political 
slogan seems to forget the history 
of their own party”. (Jamaica Ob-
server)

Regional News
Guyanese gov’t defends slogan printed on new passport
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Another legal fight is 
looming between the 
Government and the par-
liamentary Opposition, 
this time over the legis-
lation passed in Febru-
ary to make Portmore the 
country’s 15th parish.
The Government used 
its majority in the legis-
lature to pass the legisla-
tion despite concerns by 
the Electoral Commis-
sion of Jamaica (ECJ) 
that it could be in breach 
of the Constitution.
Opposition Leader Mark 
Golding disclosed that 
his People’s Nation-
al Party (PNP) filed a 
lawsuit in the Constitu-
tional Court on Monday 
seeking to have the law 
struck down.
“We regard the pursuit 
of this legislation as a 
dangerous affront to our 
democracy which must 
be vigorously resisted by 
all lawful means at our 
disposal,” Golding said 
during his contribution 
to the 2025-2026 Budget 
Debate in Parliament on 
Tuesday.
The ECJ warned, in a 
letter to Parliament and 
the Ministry of Local 
Government, that the 
proposed Portmore par-
ish boundary “may neg-
atively” affect a provi-

sion of the Constitution.
“The boundary of a 
constituency shall not 
cross the boundary of a 
parish as delimited by 
the Counties and Par-
ishes Act or by any law 
amending or replacing 
that law,” the ECJ said, 
quoting the constitution-

al provision.
The National Identifica-
tion and Registration Act 
was initially declared 
unconstitutional by the 
Constitutional Court 
in 2017, ending a law-
suit filed by Opposition 
Member of Parliament 
Julian Robinson.

The PNP unsuccessfully 
challenged a constitu-
tional amendment enact-
ed by the Government 
that raised the age of re-
tirement for the Director 
of Public Prosecutions 
and the Auditor General. 
(Jamaica Gleaner)

Regional News
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 Opposition files lawsuit against law to 
make Portmore a parish
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International

Two smugglers charged 
after 53 immigrants died 
in the back of a swelter-
ing tractor-trailer with 
no air conditioning were 
found guilty Tuesday af-
ter a two-week trial.
The 2022 tragedy in San 
Antonio was the na-
tion’s deadliest smug-
gling attempt across the 
US-Mexico border.
Jurors in federal court in 
San Antonio took only 
about an hour to convict 
Felipe Orduna-Torres 
and Armando Gonza-
les-Ortega, finding that 
they were part of a hu-
man smuggling conspir-
acy that resulted in death 
and injury. They face up 
to life in prison and have 

a June 27 sentencing 
date.
The immigrants had 
come from Guatemala, 
Honduras and Mexico 
and had paid between 
$12,000 and $15,000 
each to be smuggled into 
the United States, ac-
cording to an indictment 
in the case. They had 
made it as far as the Tex-
as border city of Laredo 
when they were placed 
into a tractor-trailer with 
broken air conditioning 
for a three-hour drive to 
San Antonio.
As the temperature in-
side the trailer rose, 
those inside screamed 
and banged the walls 
of the trailer for help or 

tried to claw their way 
out, investigators said. 
Most eventually passed 
out. When the trailer was 
opened in San Antonio, 
48 people were already 
dead. Another 16 were 
taken to hospitals, where 
five more died. The dead 
included six children 
and a pregnant woman.
“These defendants knew 
the air conditioning did 
not work. Nevertheless 
they disregarded the 
danger,” Acting US At-
torney Margaret Leach-
man for the Western 
District of Texas said in 
a news conference af-
ter the verdict Tuesday. 
Orduna-Torres was the 
leader of the smuggling 
group inside the US, and 

Gonzales-Ortega was 
his “right-hand man” 
she said.
Five men previously 
pleaded guilty to felony 
charges in the smuggling 
case, including the truck 
driver Homero Zamora-
no Jr., who was found 
hiding near the trailer in 
some bushes. He faces 
a maximum sentence of 
life in prison. Also plead-
ing guilty are Christian 
Martinez, Luis Alberto 
Rivera-Leal, Riley Co-
varrubias-Ponce and 
Juan Francisco D’Luna 
Bilbao. All five will be 
sentenced later this year. 
Another person charged 
in the US remains a fu-
gitive, Leachman said. 
Several others have been 
charged in Mexico and 
Guatemala.
The incident is the dead-
liest among tragedies 
that have claimed thou-
sands of lives in recent 
decades as people at-
tempt to cross the US 
border from Mexico. Ten 
immigrants died in 2017 
after they were trapped 
inside a truck parked at a 
Walmart in San Antonio. 
In 2003, the bodies of 19 
immigrants were found 
in a sweltering truck 
southeast of San Anto-
nio. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Two men found guilty in smuggling conspiracy 
where 53 immigrants died in hot tractor-trailer
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International

A United States judge blocked enforce-
ment of President Donald Trump’s 
executive order banning transgender 
people from military service on Tues-
day, the latest in a string of legal set-
backs for his sweeping agenda.
Federal Judge Ana Reyes in Washing-
ton, DC, ruled that Trump’s order to 
exclude transgender troops from mili-
tary service likely violates their consti-
tutional rights.
She was the second judge of the day 
to rule against the administration, and 
both rulings came within hours of an 
extraordinary conflict as Trump called 
for impeaching a third judge who tem-
porarily blocked deportation flights, 
drawing a rare rebuke from Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts.
Reyes delayed her order until Friday 
morning to give the administration 
time to appeal.
“The court knows that this opinion 
will lead to heated public debate and 
appeals. In a healthy democracy, both 
are positive outcomes,” Reyes wrote. 
“We should all agree, however, that 
every person who has answered the 
call to serve deserves our gratitude and 
respect.”
The White House didn’t immediately 
respond to a message seeking com-
ment.
Army Reserves 2nd Lt. Nicolas Tal-
bott, one of 14 transgender active-duty 
servicemembers named as plaintiffs 
in the lawsuit, said he was holding his 
breath as he waited to find out if he 
would be separated from the military 
next week.
“This is such a sigh of relief,” he said. 
“This is all I’ve ever wanted to do. This 
is my dream job, and I finally have it. 
And I was so terrified that I was about 
to lose it.”
The judge issued a preliminary in-
junction requested by attorneys for six 

transgender people who are active-du-
ty service members and two others 
seeking to join the military.
On January 27, Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order that claims the sexual 
identity of transgender service mem-
bers “conflicts with a soldier’s com-
mitment to an honorable, truthful, and 
disciplined lifestyle, even in one’s per-
sonal life” and is harmful to military 
readiness.
In response to the order, Defense Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth issued a policy 
that presumptively disqualifies people 
with gender dysphoria from military 
service. Gender dysphoria is the dis-
tress that a person feels because their 
assigned gender and gender identity 
don’t match. The medical condition 
has been linked to depression and sui-
cidal thoughts.
Plaintiffs’ attorneys contend Trump’s 
order violates transgender people’s 
rights to equal protection under the 
Fifth Amendment.
Government lawyers argue that mili-
tary officials have broad discretion to 
decide how to assign and deploy ser-
vicemembers without judicial interfer-

ence.
The judge said she did not take light-
ly her decision to issue an injunction 
blocking Trump’s order, noting that 
“Judicial overreach is no less perni-
cious than executive overreach.”
But, she said, it was also the respon-
sibility of each branch of government 
to provide checks and balances for the 
others, and the court “therefore must 
act to uphold the equal protection 
rights that the military defends every 
day.”
Thousands of transgender people 
serve in the military, but they represent 
less than 1% of the total number of ac-
tive-duty service members.
In 2016, a Defense Department pol-
icy permitted transgender people to 
serve openly in the military. During 
Trump’s first term in the White House, 
the Republican issued a directive to 
ban transgender service members. The 
Supreme Court allowed the ban to take 
effect. President Joe Biden, a Demo-
crat, scrapped it when he took office. 
(Jamaica Gleaner)

US judge blocks Trump administration from banning 
transgender people from military service
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International

A small commercial plane 
crash off the coast of Hon-
duras left 12 people dead, 
including a well-known 
Garifuna musician, authori-
ties said.
The Lanhsa Airlines flight 
crashed into the sea shortly 
after takeoff Monday night 
from the island of Roatan en 
route to the mainland city of 
La Ceiba.
It carried 17 passengers and 
crew, five of whom were 
rescued and hospitalized.
Police reported that the 
plane failed to reach full al-

titude and sank quickly af-
ter impact. Local fishermen 
rescued the survivors.
The Honduran Civil Aero-
nautics Agency said the 
crash is under investigation.
Among the victims was 
Aurelio Martínez Suazo, a 
former member of Congress 
and member of the Garifu-
na ethnic group, which is of 
mixed African and Indig-
enous heritage. Martínez 
Suazo also held U.S. citi-
zenship. His representative, 
Helene Odile Guivarch, a 
French citizen, was among 
the survivors.

Martínez Suazo was origi-
nally from Honduras’ Gra-
cias a Dios region along the 
country’s Caribbean coast.
“We’re devastated,” his 
nephew Ángel Aparicio 
Fernández Martínez, also a 
musician who played with 
his uncle, said Tuesday. “He 
was the family’s pillar.”
Martínez Suazo was a mem-
ber of Los Gatos Bravos be-
fore forming his own group 
Lita Ariran. His first album 
“Garifuna Soul” took him 
to Europe, the United States 
and other parts of the world.

“He was the greatest model 
from Honduras of Garifu-
na music on a worldwide 
stage,” his nephew said.
Humberto Castillo, presi-
dent of the Association of 
Afro-descendants of the 
Sula Valley, called Martínez 
Suazo “the ambassador of 
Garifuna culture,” noting 
that he spoke Garifuna and 
Miskito and composed mu-
sic in both languages.
The victims’ bodies were 
taken from Roatan to the 
morgue in San Pedro Sula.
(Loop Caribbean)

12 killed in Honduras plane crash
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Jennings United stay second in First Division League

Jennings United kicked off the sec-
ond round group phase of the Antigua 
and Barbuda Football Association’s 
First Division League in commanding 
fashion on Tuesday.

Jean-Pierre Williams scored twice 
as Jennings United consolidated their 
second-place position with a 5-1 drub-
bing of Police at the ABFA Technical 
Center.

Williams had conversions in the 

13th and 90th minutes. The other 
goals for Jennings United were scored 
by Kemon Samuel in the 40th minute, 
Shaquille Watkins in the 52nd minute, 
and Rasheed Lambert in the 82nd min-
ute.

Adrian Baron scored a consolation 
goal in the 20th minute for Police, who 
will remain second from the bottom 
of the 14-team standings with seven 
points after crashing to their 11th de-
feat in 14 matches.

Their 10th win in 14 matches car-
ries Jennings United to 33 points, one 
adrift of unbeaten leaders Ottos Rang-
ers.

The Freemans Village Scorpions 
jumped from fifth to third place after 
securing a 5-0 drubbing of Lion Hill 
in their opening second-round match 
at the Freemans Village playing field.

Roy Gregory and Darius Hector both 
converted twice in the second half af-
ter Robert Abraham scored the open-
ing goal in the 36th minute to give the 
Scorpions a one-nil lead at halftime.

Gregory had conversions in the 49th 

and 73rd minutes, while Hector scored 
in the 70th and 74th minutes.

The result allows the Freemans Vil-
lage Scorpions to move from fifth to 
third place by advancing to 29 points 
after recording their ninth win in 14 
matches. 

Lion Hill will remain in 11th place 
with 11 points after suffering their 
eighth defeat in 14 matches.

SAP FC jumped from sixth to fourth 
place after snatching a 1-0 win against 
FC Master Ballerz in their opening 
second-round encounter at the ABFA 
Technical Center.

Emerson Henry snatched victory for 
SAP by scoring the only goal of the 
match in the 36th minute.

The result allows SAP FC to over-
take Swetes and Empire into fourth 
place by advancing to 28 points af-
ter recording their eighth win in 14 
matches.

FC Master Ballerz will remain in 
ninth place on goal difference with 14 
points after slipping to their eighth de-
feat in 14 matches.

Ojays extend unbeaten run in ABBA’s Division 2 league

The Cutie’s Ovals Ojays maintained 
their unbeaten run in the Second Divi-
sion of the 2025 Antigua and Barbuda 
Basketball Association’s (ABBA) do-
mestic season on Tuesday evening.

The Ovals Ojays notched up their 
ninth win in as many games with an 
85-64 victory against the Ramco Phar-

macy Fearless Crew in the second 
game of a double-header at the JSC 
Sports Complex.

Tajahron Davis shot a game-high 
35 points with six steals; Tequan Bro-
die sank 18 points; Raheem Sawyer 
converted 15 points; and Shaheim 
Omarde scored 10 points and grabbed 
14 rebounds for the Ovals Ojays.

Takeem Martin converted 24 points 
and grabbed 18 rebounds, Joel Chris-
tian sank 19 points and claimed nine 
rebounds, and Romel Diggs scored 11 
points and snatched 12 rebounds for 
the Fearless Crew, who lost for the 
sixth time in 10 games.

The Navigators claimed their sev-
enth win in 10 matches with a 61-46 
victory against Michael Joseph Phoe-
nix in the first game of Tuesday’s dou-
ble-header.

Ricky Willock sank 18 points; De-
Lornge Jules converted 14 points; 
Baldwin Anthony had nine points and 
16 rebounds; and Ariel Quallis pro-
duced seven points, 10 assists, seven 
rebounds, and five steals for the Nav-
igators.

Daysher Samuel produced 19 points, 
nine rebounds, and five steals, and 
Shalom Bloodman had 13 points and 
six rebounds for Michael Joseph Phoe-
nix, who lost for the seventh time in 10 
games.

The ABBA First Division will re-
sume with a double-header at the JSC 
Sports Complex on Thursday (today).

Total Imports EMC’s Potters Steel-
ers will take on Lava Smoke Shop 
Warriors at 6:45 pm, and Spanish Heat 
will face Da Project at 8:30 pm.
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Island Academy on course to retain 

school volleyball titles
Reigning champions Is-

land Academy-1 is just one 
win away from completing 
a successful defense of their 
Male Division title in the 
Ministry of Sports JOMA 
Caribbean Inter-School Vol-
leyball League.

Island Academy-1 ad-
vanced to the final after se-
curing a 2-0 victory against 
Island Academy-2 in the 
semi-finals at the indoor 
volleyball stadium at the 
YMCA Sports Complex on 
Tuesday.

The Island Academy first 
team prevailed 25-18, 25-16 
against the Island Academy 
second team in the second 

male division semi-final.
The defending champions 

will face Antigua Grammar 
School in the championship 
decider.

The Antigua Grammar 
School booked their spot in 
the final by pulling off a 2-0 
victory against the Harrison 
Center of Antigua and Bar-
buda School of Continuing 
Education (HCABSCE) in 
the first semi-final.

The male volleyballers of 
Antigua Grammar School 
prevailed 25-17, 25-15 
against HCABSCE.

Reigning champions Is-
land Academy are also on 

course for a successful de-
fense of their Female Divi-
sion title. Island Academy 
advanced to the final after 
beating the Antigua Girls 
High School first team 
(AGHS-1) 25-23, 25-21 in 
the semi-finals.

The Christ the King High 
School also booked their 
place in the Female Division 
final after pulling off a 25-
22, 25-22 victory against the 
Antigua Girls High School 
second team (AGHS-2) in 
the other semi-final.

The finals of both divi-
sions will be played at the 
YMCA Sports Complex on 
Friday.

Island Academy will face 
Christ the King High School 
in the female division final, 
and Island Academy-1 will 
clash with Antigua Gram-
mar School in the male di-
vision final.

The losing semi-finalists 
in both divisions will also 
meet in the playoff for third 
place at the same venue on 
Thursday (today).

AGHS-1 will clash with 
AGHS-2 in the female 
third-place decider, while 
Island Academy-2 will take 
on HCABSCE in the battle 
for the bronze medals in the 
male division.
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Sports News
IOC names outgoing boss Bach as 

honorary president for life
PYLOS, Greece (Reuters) - 

Outgoing International Olympic 
Committee President Thomas 
Bach was named honorary presi-
dent for life on Wednesday, with 
the German due to step down in 
June after 12 years in charge.

The proposal was passed by ac-
clamation with a teary-eyed Bach, 
whose successor will be elected 
on Thursday, earning a standing 
ovation from the IOC members at 
their session in southern Greece.

Bach, a German lawyer and for-
mer Olympic fencing champion, 
took over in 2013 and immediately 
introduced wide-ranging reforms 
both in relation to the Olympic 
Games and the IOC itself, includ-
ing reducing the size and cost of 
the Games to make them more at-
tractive to future host cities.

His tenure as president was at 
times rocky, with the Olympics hit 
by the 2014 Sochi Games’ Rus-
sian state-backed doping scandal, 
which led to Russian athletes par-
ticipating as neutrals in several 
editions of the Games.

He also had to deal with political 
tensions on the Korean Peninsula 
prior to the 2018 winter Games in 
South Korea’s Pyeongchang, and 
was also forced to postpone the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics by a year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Beijing 2022 winter Games 
were also held without fans due 
to the pandemic. The Paris 2024 
Games had the participation of 
Russian athletes once more as 

neutrals following the country’s 
invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

Bach, 71, will step down from 
his post on June 23 and will also 
vacate his IOC membership post.

There are seven candidates to 
succeed Bach, with IOC vice-pres-
ident Juan Antonio Samaranch 
Jr., Zimbabwe’s sports minister 
Kirsty Coventry and World Ath-
letics President Sebastian Coe of 
Britain seen as the frontrunners.

International cycling chief Da-
vid Lappartient, International 
Gymnastics Federation head Mo-
rinari Watanabe, Prince Feisal Al 
Hussein of Jordan and Olympic 
newcomer and multimillionaire 
Johan Eliasch, who heads the In-
ternational Ski and Snowboard 
Federation, complete the lineup.

Behind closed doors at a re-

sort in Greece, with the cameras 
turned off, International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) members will 
choose a new president on Thurs-
day at the organization’s 144th 
session.

The winner among the seven 
candidates will lead the largest 
sporting organization in the world 
beginning in June when president 
Thomas Bach, who has held the 
top job since 2013, steps aside.

One of the biggest items on the 
new president’s to-do list appeared 
to be checked off earlier this week, 
when the IOC announced a new 
US media rights deal with NBC.

The deal, worth US$3 billion, 
will last through at least 2036, 
when Salt Lake City will host the 
Winter Olympics. The US rights 
deal is a major source of revenue 
for the IOC. 

International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach speaks during 
the 144th session which will elect the new IOC President, in Costa Navarino, 
western Greece, Wednesday, March 19, 2025. (AP)
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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The President of the Ca-
ribbean Association of Na-
tional Olympic Committees 
(CANOC), Keith Joseph, 
has made a passionate ap-
peal for greater support 
and development of cricket 
across the region, empha-
sizing the sport’s historical 
and cultural significance in 
forging Caribbean unity and 
identity.

Speaking on the role of 
cricket in the region’s past 
and future, Joseph highlight-
ed how the sport, despite 
not being invented in the 
Caribbean, has profoundly 
influenced the formation of 
Caribbean societies and na-
tional identities.

“Cricket has played a ma-
jor role throughout our re-
gion’s history in the forging 
of our respective countries 
in multi-various ways,” he 
noted.

Joseph underscored crick-
et’s power to unite the Ca-
ribbean people under the 
banner of the West Indies 
team, fostering regional sol-
idarity despite differences 
and disputes over selection 
policies.

Historically, cricket pro-
vided Caribbean people 
with a shared commitment 
to excellence, offering gen-
erations of athletes the op-
portunity to prove their tal-
ent and command global 
respect.

Through the exploits of 
legendary cricketers such 
as Learie Constantine and 
many others, cricket not 
only gained popularity but 

also became a platform for 
political consciousness, 
particularly in the United 

Kingdom, where Caribbean 
cricketers influenced move-
ments for independence 
across former English colo-
nies.

Joseph referenced the 
work of renowned author 
CLR James, who document-
ed how cricket shaped the 
aspirations and struggles of 
Caribbean people.

Beyond its social and 
historical impact, Joseph 
emphasized the economic 
transformation of cricket, 
stating that the sport now 
provides lucrative career 
opportunities for Caribbean 
players.

“Today, cricket is a major 
source of economic enter-
prise, fueling careers and 
lifestyles that we in the re-
gion perhaps never dreamed 
of being possible,” he said.

CANOC, recognizing 
cricket’s potential, played a 
pivotal role in supporting the 

International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) and the Los Ange-
les Bid Committee in secur-

ing cricket’s inclusion in the 
2028 Olympic Games. This 
initiative is part of a broader 
strategy to create new path-
ways for Caribbean athletes 
to excel on the global stage.

Joseph revealed that 
CANOC is actively working 
to expand cricket’s presence 
among its member Nation-
al Olympic Committees 
(NOCs), encouraging mem-
bership with the ICC and 
integration into Common-
wealth Games Associations 
(CGA). This initiative also 
aligns with CANOC’s suc-
cessful bid to include cricket 
in the Pan American Games 
in 2027.

Despite the progress, Jo-
seph acknowledged that 
seven CANOC members 
still do not have cricket inte-
grated into their structures. 
However, he expressed opti-
mism as many have already 
begun the process, which 

is expected to drive further 
growth and participation in 
the sport.

“Regardless of the size 
of our respective countries, 
cricketing talent abounds,” 
he stated, emphasizing that 
CANOC can play a pivotal 
role in harnessing and show-
casing this talent.

Joseph urged Caribbean 
nations to embrace cricket 
as a vital team sport, lever-
aging its potential to shape 
the sporting ecosystem 
across the Americas. He be-
lieves that Olympic partici-
pation should now be a part 
of young Caribbean athletes’ 
aspirations, alongside pro-
fessional contracts and fran-
chise league opportunities.

“Together, we can assist in 
building cricket’s popular-
ity and ensuring successive 
generations have the oppor-
tunity to participate in the 
Olympics, just as they have 
pursued lucrative profes-
sional careers in the sport,” 
Joseph asserted.

As the sport continues to 
evolve, CANOC remains 
committed to ensuring 
cricket’s sustained growth 
in the Caribbean, reinforc-
ing its impact on individual, 
community, national, and 
global development.

“Let us be in this work 
together. Excellence is only 
one step in the process of 
going ‘Beyond Possible,’” 
Joseph concluded, call-
ing for collective regional 
support to elevate cricket’s 
standing on the world stage.

Keith Joseph
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