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The woman accused of murder
in the homicide of 9-year old
Chantel Crump has been re-
manded at His Majesty’s Prison
until June 4.

The woman — 20-Angela Mejia
— of Glanville’s appeared in the
Magistrate’s Court on Monday
to answer the charge. She ap-
peared before the court unrepre-
sented by a lawyer, but she has
since indicated to the court that
she wants to be represented by
an attorney.

Senior Magistrate Ngaio Eman-
uel adjourned the committal
proceedings until June 4. Mejia
has been remanded to prison
until that time.

The police are alleging that on

Wednesday 12 March, 2025,
Mejia murdered Chantel Crump

at Glanville’s in the Parish of St.
Phillip in the Magisterial Dis-

trict ‘B’ contrary to Common
Law.

Meanwhile, the police have not
yet charged the man suspected
to have had a role in Chantel’s
death as the police have intensi-
fied their investigation into the
homicide.

It 1s believed that Mejia have not
provided any evidence linking
the man to the child’s abduction
and death even as the police

are of the view that the accused
woman did not act alone.

The police have dismissed
suggestions that Chantel’s body
had been mutilated as has been
claimed on many social media
postings.
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Senior Ministry of Education officials, counsellors

spend day at Five Islands Primary school

Senior officials of the
Ministry of Education,
including the Minister,
Daryll Matthew and
Director of Education,
Clare Browne, along with
several counsellors spent
Monday with students and
staff at the Five Islands
Primary School.

Both Minister Matthew
and Director Browne
spent time interacting
with the students and their
teachers listening, consol-
ing and generally provid-
ing a ‘pillar of support’ as
collective the school re-
mains in a state of unease
following the abduction
and subsequent homicide
of 9-year old Chantel
Crump, a former student
of the institution. She

was reported missing on
Wednesday and by Friday
night/Saturday morning,
her body was discovered
at Weatherill’s beach.

Director Browne said the
decision to visit the school
came out of a realization
that things at the school
will not be ‘normal’ on
Monday, the first full day
of classes since the death
of the minor.

“I wanted to be there for
no other reason but to
share in the grief and to
give the school, the staff
and students, the min-
istry’s full support. The
minister had to leave after
some time, but I stayed
for practically the entire
morning. The experience

felt like a somber cloud
hovered over the school
during my time there,” he
recalled.

According to Director
Browne he went from
class to class with his first
stop being the Grade 4
class where Chantel was a
student. “Just walking into
the room and seeing the
desk; a lone empty desk
in the centre of the room
with a flower placed on

it that I felt an emptiness
within myself and I know
that this was the feeling of
many persons at Five Is-
lands Primary on Monday
morning; something was
missing; someone was
missing; certainly Chantel
Crump was missing from
the school,” he declared.

The education senior offi-
cial also noted that during
discussions with the teach-
ers, one teacher, through
tears, exclaimed ‘I miss
her, I miss her’. Director
Browne reported that the
ministry had reassigned

a number of counsellors
to Five Islands Primary
during this period to help
the students and staft cope
with the loss of having a
student die violently.

A total of 14 counsellors
were at the school on
Monday with the intention
to work in pairs moving
from classroom to class-
room offering comfort for

the students.
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The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) gives Antigua and Barbuda a
positive economic review following
its latest Article Four consultation
held with the government and which
concluded last week.

“Antigua and Barbuda’s post-pan-
demic economic expansion is con-
tinuing. Real output is estimated to
have surpassed pre-pandemic levels
in 2024, with growth estimated at
4.3 percent, driven by strong tourism
and one-off events (including the 4th
International Conference on Small
Island Developing States and the T20
Cricket World Cup). Inflation was
elevated in 2024, reflecting contri-
butions from specific items, notably
communication, as well as increases
in indirect taxes,” the report from the
IMF Executive Board stated.

It said the recovery in nominal GDP,
along with improved fiscal balances,

_,/_‘3

brought down the public debt from
around 100 percent of GDP in 2020 to
67 percent in 2024. However, gross fi-
nancing needs are projected to remain
around 10 percent of GDP in the me-
dium term. Substantial domestic and
external arrears, albeit with domestic
arrears uncertain in size, have limited
financing options.

The report quoted the Eastern Ca-
ribbean Central Bank (ECCB) pre-
liminary estimates as stating that the
current account deficit narrowed to

7 percent of GDP in 2024, reflecting
both a higher service trade balance—
mainly tourism receipts—and a small-
er goods deficit due to a contraction
in imports. FDI inflows were resilient
to tightening global financial condi-
tions, it noted, continued to support
ongoing hotel construction. Credit
growth, it added, is recovering, with
nonperforming loans contained.

Whilst noting that economic growth
had surpassed the pre-pandemic
levels in 2024, the IMF nonetheless is
forecasting a slowdown in economic
expansion for 2025. It now anticipates
that expansion would be half a per-
cent point less than earlier forecast of
3 percent to two-and-a-half percent.

The IMF said the recent improve-
ments in tax revenue are welcome,
with further domestic revenue mobili-
zation needed in the medium term to
ensure fiscal sustainability.

“Antigua and Barbuda’s tax revenues
remain below the authorities’ fiscal
resilience guideline targets and are
low by peer country standards. The
authorities’ 2024 Budget measures
have started to close the gap, but
more will be needed in the medium
term,” the report noted.

(Please read the full IMF report
later in today’s paper)



TUESDAY 18™ MARCH 2025

--------------

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Local News

Senate President ends UN visit with fruitful
bilateral discussions

Senate President and the
head of Antigua and Bar-
buda’s delegation to the
annual Commission on the
Status of Women Con-
ference, Senator Alincia
Williams-Grant, ended her
visit to the United Nations,
by holding bilateral dis-

cussions with the Deputy
Executive Director of UN
Women.

During these discus-

sions, the top UN official,
Nyaradzayi Gumbonz-
vanda, and Senator Grant,
reflected on the role the UN
agency is playing in im-

proving the lives of women
globally and especially
those in small island devel-
oping states, such as Anti-
gua and Barbuda.

Only last year, UN Women
demonstrated its commit-
ment to the goals of SIDS
by partnering with Antigua

and Barbuda in hosting the
Gender Equality Forum,
which formed a major
component of the historic
SIDS4 Conference.

Gumbonzvanda was in
Antigua and Barbuda for
the landmark gathering and
during her meeting with
Senator Williams Grant
last Friday reaffirmed UN
Women’s commitment to
the goals of the Antigua and
Barbuda Agenda for SIDS
(ABAS), the framework
document that is mapping
the work of SIDS for the
next ten years.

Senator Williams Grant
expressed her gratitude to
Gumbonzvanda for UN
Women’s financial support
which allowed Antigua and
Barbuda to fully participate
in the CSW Conference.

She also used the opportu-
nity to render Antigua and
Barbuda’s appreciation to
the Multi-Country Office
(MCO) of UN Women in
Barbados for the supportive
role it continues to play

in strengthening national
policies and programmes
geared at fostering gender
equality and combating
gender-based violence.

Senator Williams-Grant
was accompanied to the
bilateral discussion by First
Secretary of the Antigua
and Barbuda Mission to the
United Nations Asha Chal-
lenger, Executive Director
of the Directorate of Gen-
der Affairs Jamie Saunders
and Programme Officer

T’Chell Looby.
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Michael Freeland Bakisha Francis-James Salim Browne Joel Rayne
The highly anticipated primary  party is reflected by the over- the ABLP has held to select
elections to select a candidate/  whelming desire on the part of  candidates over the past several

caretaker for the Antigua and residents of the constituency to ~ months. However, it appears as
Barbuda Labour Party in St participate in the primary. though interest in St. George has
George constituency is taking This is the latest primary that intensified as many are predicting
place later today. a tight race.

The contest is between four
candidates and it has generated
much interest among the party
members in the constituency.

§ STATE INSURANCE

Live in a better State of mind

Registration for membership

of the party has soared over the
past several weeks to where
there are a total of 1611 persons
who are eligible to vote in the

primary.

The candidates are; Joel Rayne,
Michael Freeland, Bakisha Fran-
cis and Salim Browne.

Organisers say the polls will
open at the Potters Primary
School at 4:00 pm and will close
at 8:00 pm. Counting of the
votes will commence shortly
after the polls have closed.

ABLP Political Leader, Prime
Minister Gaston Browne said
the renewed support for the ', (268) 481-7800/04 ‘. (268) 727-7422 & info@siclfinancial.com @ www.siclfinancial.com @@ W
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A workshop to promote insurance for
at-risk communities opens today

A workshop that is designed to steer ~ as insurance companies. from April 2-3 where the attendees
financial institutions and insurance Twenty-five representatives are set to will be members of the local farming
companies towards offering finances . 0nd the workshop that will run over community.

and coverage for at-risk communities 6 days. Jackson explained that the idea is to
opens at the Methodist Conference Executive Director of the GARD encourage farmers to seek insurance

Centre today. for their crops or animals as they are

quite vulnerable to the vagaries of the
weather as well as to larceny of both
crops and animals.

Centre, June Jackson explained that
this week’s workshop is the first of a
two-part series of workshops where
the focus will be on how to offer

Organised jointly by the Caribbean
Development Policy Centre based
in Barbados and the Gilbert Agricul-
tural and Rural Development Centre

) financing and insurance coverage to The workshop will help the financial
(GARD), the W?rkshgp Wll.l ellt'trac't local farmers. institutions to fashion special pack-
representatives from financial institu- Part two of the workshop is slated ages that meet the peculiar needs of

tions, including credit unions as well farmers

? £3Care @

Join Us!

Roundtable Discussion

‘Innovative Approaches to Catalyse
the Delivery of Meso-Level Climate
and Disaster Risk Finance and
Insurance’

Date / Time

March 18-19, 2025 Register Now!
Start at 8:45am bit.ly/42HiL2c ..

The Methodist Conference Room, W= Register by:
Sherlock Hall, Scotts Hill, Belmont, .
Antigua & Barbuda March 7, 2025
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Antigua and Barbuda —
Monday 17 March, 2025

— The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Trade and Barbu-
da Affairs announces that
the Antigua and Barbuda
Bureau of Standards is cur-
rently undergoing a reloca-
tion process.

Ambassador Clarence Pil-
grim, Permanent Secretary
advises that the Bureau is
temporarily closed until
further notice.

This closure is due to the
ongoing retrofitting of the
building that will house the
Bureau in the near future.

Local News

Antigua and Barbuda Bureau of Standards

Relocation in Process

Ambassador Clarence Pilgrim

The necessary steps to
rectify and prepare the new

facility are being imple-
mented promptly.

The Ministry assures the
public that these adjust-
ments are part of a larger
initiative to improve the
Bureau’s services and infra-
structure.

Further updates regard-

ing the reopening and any
additional changes to the
Bureau’s operations will be
provided as soon as they
are available.

The ministry is asking for
the public’s understanding
and patience during this

transitional period.
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IMF Executive Board Concludes 2025 Article IV
Consultatlon W|th Antlgua and Barbuda

On March 13, 2025, the
Executive Board of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) concluded the Arti-
cle IV consultation!! with
Antigua and Barbuda and
endorsed the staff appraisal
without a meeting on a
lapse-of-time basis. The
authorities need more time
to consider the publication
of the Staff Report prepared
for this consultation.[2]

Antigua and Barbuda’s
post-pandemic  economic
expansion is continuing.

Real output is estimated to

have surpassed pre-pan-
demic levels in 2024,
with  growth estimated

at 4.3 percent, driven by
strong tourism and one-off
events (including the 4th
International ~ Conference
on Small Island Developing
States and the T20 Cricket
World Cup). Inflation was
elevated in 2024, reflecting
contributions from specific
items, notably communica-
tion, as well as increases in
indirect taxes.

The recovery in nominal
GDP, along with improved
fiscal balances, brought
down the public debt from
around 100 percent of GDP
in 2020 to 67 percent in
2024. However, gross fi-
nancing needs are project-
ed to remain around 10 per-
cent of GDP in the medium
term. Substantial domestic
and external arrears, albeit
with domestic arrears un-
certain in size, have limit-

ed financing options. The
fiscal primary balance im-
proved to 4.6 percent in
2024, aided by indirect tax
increases, a broader eco-
nomic recovery, and one-

off factors (e.g., nearly
2 percent of GDP from an
asset forfeiture and unusu-
ally low capital spending).
The 2025 Budget envisages
stronger tax revenues and
higher capital spending.

According to Eastern Ca-
ribbean  Central = Bank
(ECCB) preliminary esti-

mates, the current account
deficit narrowed to 7 per-
cent of GDP in 2024, re-
flecting both a higher ser-
vice trade balance—mainly
tourism receipts—and a
smaller goods deficit due
to a contraction in imports.
FDI inflows were resilient
to tightening global finan-
cial conditions and con-
tinued to support ongoing
hotel construction. Credit
growth is recovering, with
nonperforming loans con-
tained.

Executive Board Assess-
ment|3]

In concluding the 2025 Ar-
ticle IV consultation with
Antigua and Barbuda, Ex-
ecutive Directors endorsed
the staff’s appraisal, as fol-
lows:

Antigua and Barbuda’s
post-pandemic  economic
expansion continues. Eco-
nomic activity, boosted by
tourism, is estimated to
have surpassed pre-pan-
demic levels. As the re-
covery matures, staff proj-
ects economic growth to
moderate from 3 percent in
2025 to 2' percent over the
medium term. After an in-
crease in inflation in 2024,
in part reflecting one-off
factors, underlying price
pressures are expected to
dissipate. The external po-
sition in 2024 is assessed to
be moderately weaker than
the level implied by medi-
um term fundamentals and
desirable policies. Efforts
to raise revenue and address
debt and fiscal challenges
bore fruit in 2024, though
further steps will be need-
ed to restore debt sustain-
ability, address the stock of
outstanding arrears, and re-
duce gross financing needs
in the medium term.

Risks are currently tilted to
the downside, although up-
side risks are also present.
Downside risks emanate
from elevated uncertainty
about the global outlook; a
deepening of geoeconomic

con’t on pgll
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fragmentation; commodity
price volatility; climate-re-
lated vulnerabilities; and
capacity constraints in the
construction sector. Up-
side risks stem from stron-
ger demand for tourism;
improved air connectivity;
new cruise port facilities;
hosting of special events;
and the intensification of
productivity-enhancing
structural reforms, which
could support higher medi-
um- and long-term growth.

Addressing external and
domestic arrears is key to
broadening financing op-
tions. While the fall in nom-
inal debt in 2024 is wel-
come, outstanding arrears
to domestic suppliers and
to the Paris Club remain
obstacles to debt sustain-
ability and constrain Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s poten-
tial access to external and
domestic financing. Given
the additional vulnerabili-
ties stemming from climate
change and the resulting
substantial adaption and
resilience-building invest-
ment needs, efforts to ad-
dress the current debt chal-
lenges, bolster government
revenues, and improve pub-
lic financial management
are all the more critical.

Recent improvements in tax
revenue are welcome, with
further domestic revenue
mobilization needed in the
medium term to ensure fis-
cal sustainability. Antigua
and Barbuda’s tax revenues
remain below the authori-
ties’ fiscal resilience guide-
line targets and are low by
peer country standards. The

authorities’ 2024 Budget
measures have started to
close the gap, but more will
be needed in the medium
term. To mobilize revenue
without recourse to a per-
sonal income tax or higher
ABST rates, near-term pri-
orities could include tighter
control of tax exemptions,
transitioning to HS2022
classification in customs,
and modernizing the frame-
work for property taxation.
Intensifying efforts to in-
troduce a single window
system at customs and to
operationalize systems to
allow e-filing, e-payment
and e-registration of taxes
is warranted. Introducing a
large taxpayer unit as well
as modernized IT systems
would strengthen tax ad-
ministration.

Better targeted social as-
sistance would enhance
inclusion while curbing
inefficiencies. The current
framework of social protec-
tion is fragmented across
sectors and ministries. Staff
sees scope to streamline
these social programs to re-
duce overlap and tailor so-
cial assistance to the most
vulnerable households. In
this vein, staff encourages
the development of a cen-
tralized information system
or unified database to main-
tain accurate records of all
beneficiaries, track support
received, and identify gaps
or duplications in coverage.

Room remains to strength-
en fiscal institutions and
oversight, building on re-
cent progress. The opera-
tionalization of the Fiscal
Responsibility  Oversight

Committee is welcome.
To promote transparency
and help build public un-
derstanding, staff encour-
ages publication of FROC
reports once further ex-
perience has been gained.
These goals would also be
served by parliamentary
endorsement of the Fiscal
Resilience Guidelines and
the medium-term fiscal
framework. Statutory ex-
emptions should be consis-
tent with the Antigua and
Barbuda Investment Au-
thority Act and the Antigua
and Barbuda Investment
Authority should monitor
the approved projects. The
envisaged reestablishment
of the SOE unit in the Min-
istry of Finance would en-
hance SOE oversight and
contain potential fiscal
risks.

To reinforce financial sta-
bility and build on efforts
to promote financial inclu-
sion, regional coordination
remains key. Staff assesses
the financial sector to be
broadly stable, with cred-
it growth recovering and
non-performing loans ap-
proaching prudential levels.
The launch of the region-
al credit bureau can pro-
mote faster access to credit
while maintaining lending
standards. The ECCB-led
climate risk initiatives and
the regional partial credit
guarantee scheme should
also boost credit quality
and financial intermedi-
ation. A more risk-based
supervisory framework
for credit unions, with en-
hanced monitoring of as-
set quality and credit for-

bearance measures in the
context of the planned re-
gional common regulatory
standards, would help put
credit unions and banks on
a more level playing field.
The inclusion of the ECCB
in the National Oversight
Committee on Financial
Action improves coordi-
nation among supervisory
authorities. The increase in
investment thresholds for
the Citizenship by Invest-
ment Program and the im-
proved due diligence pro-
cess can help safeguard the
program’s integrity.

Intensifying reforms to im-
prove the business environ-
ment would support poten-
tial growth by improving
the allocation of resources
between firms and address-
ing obstacles to firms’ oper-
ations. Staff analysis finds
potential for large aggregate
productivity gains from the
reallocation of resources
between firms, and scope
to continue addressing ob-
stacles that firms report in
areas such as workforce ed-
ucation, access to finance,
and customs and trade reg-
ulations. Targeted -efforts
to increase educational op-
portunities, employerem-
ployee matching at the One
Stop Employment Centre,
and the completion of the
Skills Demand Survey, are
warranted. Offering cours-
es at local institutions could
increase financial literacy
among MSMEs, and im-
plementing the single elec-
tronic window at customs
would increase the efficien-
cy of importing and export-
ing of goods.
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Institutional Residences: The Role and Cost of Official Housing

Julian Rogers is following develop-
ments from his Caribbean home in
Belize. Write to him at mycaribbe-
an@gmail.com.

The debate surrounding the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB)
Governor’s residence has raised
questions about the justification for
constructing official residences for
high-ranking public officials. How-
ever, such accommodations are not
unique to the ECCB or the Eastern
Caribbean. Across the region and
internationally, institutions provide
housing for key officials to fulfil
personal and professional respon-
sibilities in a setting designed for
official engagements.

A prime example is the Governor of
the Central Bank of Barbados, who
is provided with an official resi-
dence. This residence is not merely
a home but a space designated for
hosting official functions, allowing
the Governor to engage with dig-
nitaries, financial stakeholders, and
international partners in a secure
and professional environment.
Importantly, this official residence
is separate from the Central Bank’s
headquarters, reinforcing the under-
standing that institutional leadership

requires a setting suitable for pri-
vate and formal duties.

The Cost of Official Residences: A
Local Comparison

The criticism surrounding the
ECCB residence project also pres-
ents an opportunity to assess how
governments allocate resources for
the upkeep of official residences.
For instance, in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, a recurring annual
allocation is made for the Prime
Minister’s residence, covering ex-
penses for enhancements, staffing,
and maintenance. This continuous
expenditure suggests that institu-
tional housing is an ongoing finan-
cial commitment, not a one-time
investment.

A letter writer in Kingstown drew
our attention to the national budget
estimates in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, which reveal that sub-
stantial funds have been allocated
for the Prime Minister’s residence
over several years. Salaries for addi-
tional staff at the residence have
amounted to over EC$1.5 million
from 2021 to 2025. Meanwhile, on-
going enhancements and refurbish-
ments have been assigned yearly
allocations, bringing the total cost
of improvements to an estimated
ECS$437,747. Beyond the residence,
an additional EC$300,000 has been
allocated to refurbish the Prime
Minister’s office between 2024 and
2025.

These figures highlight an essential
reality—institutional residences are
an expected part of governance and
financial management.

Whether for a prime minister or a
central bank governor, these ac-
commodations serve more than just
personal needs; they are extensions
of official duties, ensuring that key

leaders can fulfil their roles effec-
tively in a secure, functional envi-
ronment.

The ECCB Residence: A One-Time
Institutional Investment and Cost
Considerations

Since 2016, when Antoine assumed
the role of Governor, the ECCB has
incurred significant rental costs to
provide suitable accommodation.
Over time, these recurring expenses
add up, making a one-time capital
investment in an official residence
a more sustainable long-term solu-
tion. Instead of continuing to spend
on rental payments, the ECCB has
opted for a long-term solution that
balances financial prudence, securi-
ty, and institutional functionality.

Unlike the annual maintenance
costs associated with govern-
ment-provided housing for politi-
cal leaders, the ECCB’s residence
project represents a one-time capital
investment. Rather than relying on
continuous rental expenditure, the
Bank has invested in a permanent
residence designed to provide insti-
tutional security, facilitate official
engagements, and reduce long-term
operational costs. Given the impor-
tance of the ECCB Governor’s role
in representing the institution at the
highest levels, a designated official
residence is not unreasonable.

While questions about cost escala-
tion in the ECCB residence project
remain relevant, it is crucial to
distinguish between unnecessary
spending and essential institutional
planning. Suppose we accept that
prime ministers and central bank
governors require official spaces
to carry out their responsibilities
effectively. In that case, this debate
should shift toward ensuring value

con’ton pg 13
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for money in construction projects
rather than disputing the need for
such spaces altogether.

The Justification for Official Resi-
dences

Providing central bank governors
with an official residence is a stra-
tegic decision to ensure their inde-
pendence, security, and ability to
focus on their duties without undue
influence or distraction. There are
several key reasons why such ac-
commodation is necessary:

0 Independence and Impartiality
— An official residence can help
insulate the governor from poten-
tial conflicts of interest or undue
influence from political or eco-
nomic pressures.

0 Security—Sometimes, an official
residence enhances the gover-
nor’s security, primarily where
threats or safety concerns exist.

] Focus and Concentration — A se-
cure and comfortable living space
allows the governor to focus on
the demands of their role without
the additional stress of managing
a personal residence.

0 Symbol of Authority — In many
countries, the central bank’s offi-
cial residence symbolises its stat-
ure, reinforcing its credibility and
importance.

0 Legal Basis — In some jurisdic-
tions, such as Nigeria, the pro-
vision of an official residence
for the central bank governor is
explicitly stated in governing
legislation (CBN Act 2007).

A Broader Perspective on Institu-
tional Residences

Across the world, high-ranking of-
ficials are provided with residences
that serve as both homes and venues
for official state functions. From
Government House in Canada to

Chevening in the United Kingdom,
institutional housing is widely ac-
knowledged as a necessary invest-
ment in governance infrastructure.

In the Caribbean, where financial
institutions play a crucial role in
economic stability, ensuring that
central bank governors have the
appropriate environment to host
dignitaries, international financial
representatives, and regional stake-
holders is just as essential. Suppose
the conversation on the ECCB
residence is to be productive. In that

case, it must move beyond question-
ing its necessity and instead focus
on how best to manage such invest-
ments to ensure financial account-
ability and long-term benefits.

This debate presents an opportuni-
ty for the region to reflect on how
institutional projects are planned,
budgeted, and executed. Rather than
dismissing the idea of an official
residence outright, the discussion
should focus on how best to imple-
ment such projects with efficiency,
transparency, and fiscal responsibil-




TUESDAY 18™ MARCH 2025

||
PAGE Is. Reglonal News pollE paess

Two 15-y-0 boys charged for beating, stabbing
schoolboy in Manchester
Detectives assigned to the Manchester ' ] " ' l ' ‘ accused teen boys hit the complainant

m

Police Division on Saturday charged
two 15-year-old boys for attacking
a schoolboy while he was walking
home along a roadway in Christiana.

all over his body with the board and
stabbed him in his right side, causing
a wound that bled.

The complainant was assisted to hos-
pital by persons, where he was admit-
ted in serious but stable condition.

The teens are charged with wounding
with intent.

The incident happened on the after-
noon of Thursday, March 13.

The police were summoned to the
scene and the accused teens were
subsequently arrested.

Reports from the Christiana police
are that about 1:30, the complainant
was walking home from school in the
company of his friend along Main
Street in Christiana when they were

approached by a group of boys, in-
cluding the accused, who were armed
with boards and knives.

They were jointly charged with the
offence on Saturday, March 15.

Their court date is being finalised.

It is alleged that an argument devel-
(Jamaica Gleaner)

oped between them, during which the

Arrest warrant still active for Mavado

The Jamaican police have
an outstanding warrant for
the arrest of international
dancehall star Mavado,

a police official and the
entertainer’s attorney have
confirmed to The Gleaner.

had been “officially noti-
fied” of the warrant, which
was issued on June 9, 2018.

According to Senior-Smith,
the warrant is based on

a complaint by Anthony
Goulbourne.

Mavado, whose real name
is David Brooks, is want-
ed for assault occasioning
actual bodily harm arising
from an incident in 2018,
Deputy Superintendent
Randy Sweeney, head of
the St Andrew North Po-
lice, revealed.

Goulbourne’s complaint
was made after he was
arrested and charged by

the police for allegedly
shooting at Mavado in June
2018, the attorney noted.

“He has always denied any
offence that could give rise
to a warrant and particular-
ly the assault that is al-
leged. That has always been
his position,” Senior-Smith
said during an interview
with The Gleaner on Fri-
day. (Jamaica Gleaner)

Sweeney declined to dis-
close details of the alleged
assault.

Oswest Senior-Smith, one
of the entertainer’s attor-
neys, acknowledged that he
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Nevis Premier calls for unified, strategic
Caribbean response to US

Premier of Nevis, Mark Brantley,
believes that the Caribbean, through
CARICOM, should adopt a more
measured and collective approach in
responding to the Trump administra-
tion’s policies.

In a statement posted on his Facebook
page on Sunday, Brantley emphasized
the need for a thoughtful, flexible
diplomatic strategy in the face of rap-
idly shifting global and hemispheric
dynamics.

“Our region needs a well thought out
and well-crafted diplomatic strategy
which must be flexible enough to
allow us to plan for and respond to

a rapidly changing hemispheric and
global environment,” Brantley said.

Caribbean leaders have recently
voiced concerns over the Trump ad-
ministration’s plans to impose visa re-
strictions on countries benefiting from
Cuba’s medical missions. The US
government claims that these nations
are contributing to Cuba’s alleged
exploitation of medical personnel.

The leaders are also responding to the
threat of visa restrictions related to
issues such as passport security, fail-

ure to share traveler information with
the US, and the sale of citizenship to
individuals from banned countries.

In his statement, Brantley stressed
that the Caribbean, as the “third bor-
der” of the United States, must pres-
ent a unified front and avoid respond-
ing unilaterally to these challenges.

“From Guyana in the South to The
Bahamas in the North, our diplo-
matic strategy over the near term
must be coordinated and agile and
must respond not to the occupant of
the White House but to the strategic
interests of our Caribbean people. At
best, the Caribbean needs a win in our
engagement with the United States
over the next 4 years. At worst, we
can settle for a draw,” he said.

Brantley cautioned against emotional
outbursts and unproductive criticism,
particularly when it comes to the
democratically elected leadership of
the United States.

“Heaping odium and contempt upon
a democratically elected President of
the world’s leading superpower may
make for good headlines but does not
constitute a strategy. Bold statements
from regional leaders about sover-
eignty may excite emotions at the
local rum shop but have little impact
in the real world of geopolitics,” he

Victor Wade

warned.

Brantley further argued that the Ca-
ribbean must recognize and respect
the outcome of the US elections,
where President Donald Trump won a
decisive victory.

He explained that Trump had fol-
lowed through on his campaign prom-
ises, particularly addressing the issues
he claimed would “make America
great again.”

“In the 2024 election, Trump won 31
out of 50 states, securing 77,284,118
votes, or 49.8 percent of the total,
which is the second-highest vote total
in US history. This landslide victory
indicates that most American states
and voters support his values and
priorities,” Brantley said.

Reflecting on the broader geopolitical
context, Brantley expressed concern
that emotional reactions from some
in the Caribbean and beyond were
counterproductive.

“I have abiding faith in the intellec-
tual capacity and innovation of our
Caribbean civilization to navigate
these uncharted and difficult waters.
We have the talent. Now we must
muster the political will,” he conclud-

ed. (Loop Caribbean)
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Harvard announces free tuition for families

making

Harvard announced on
Monday that undergrad-
uate tuition will be free
for students of families
who make annual in-
comes of $200,000 or
less in a move to make
the prestigious institu-
tion “affordable to more
students than ever.”

The university will

also make schooling
completely free for
students from families
with annual incomes of
$100,000 or less, cover-
ing tuition, food, hous-
ing, health insurance
and travel costs.

The new expansion of
financial aid will begin
in the 2025-26 academ-
ic year.

“Putting Harvard within
financial reach for more
individuals widens the
array of backgrounds,
experiences, and per-
spectives that all of our
students encounter, fos-
tering their intellectual
and personal growth,”
Harvard Universi-

ty President Alan M.
Garber said in a press
release. “By bringing
people of outstanding
promise together to
learn with and from one
another, we truly realize
the tremendous poten-
tial of the University.”

under $200K annually

According to the re-
lease, the aid expansion
will “enable approx-
imately 86% of U.S.
families to qualify for
Harvard College’s fi-
nancial aid. *

Students with an an-
nual family income of
$100,000 and below
will also receive a
$2,000 start-up grant

in their first year and

a $2,000 launch grant
in their junior year to
“help support the transi-
tion beyond Harvard.”

Meanwhile, students
with family incomes of
$200,000 or less will
receive free tuition and
additional financial aid
for billed expenses.

Since the launch of the
Harvard Financial Aid
Initiative in 2004, the

el

university has expanded
its threshold to cover
tuition, food, and hous-
ing costs four times.
Currently, 55% of
undergraduates receive
financial aid, and their
families paid an aver-
age of $15,700 for the
2023-24 year.

“We know the most
talented students come
from different socio-
economic backgrounds
and experiences, from
every state and around
the globe,” William R.
Fitzsimmons, Harvard
College’s dean of ad-
missions and financial
aid, said in a statement.
“Our financial aid is
critical to ensuring that
these students know
Harvard College is a
place where they can
be part of a vibrant

learning community
strengthened by their
presence and participa-
tion.”

Other schools have also
expanded their financial
aid programs to accom-
modate lower and mid-

dle-class families.

In November, the Uni-
versity of Texas System
announced it would
expand its free tuition
program for lower-in-
come families to in-
clude all families mak-
ing $100,000 or less a
year. The Massachusetts
Institute of Technolo-
gy also announced last
year it would eliminate
tuition costs for under-
graduate students whose
families make less than
$200,000. (NBC News)



TUESDAY 18™ MARCH 2025

uuuuuuuuuuuuuu

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

International

AROUND THE WORLD

Rwanda severs dlplomatlc ties with Belgium

wanda says 1t has cut diplomatic
ties with Belgium and ordered all of
the European country’s diplomats to
leave the country within 48 hours,
drawing a swift response from Brus-
sels.

In a statement on Monday, the Rwan-
dan Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation accused
Belgium of “consistently” undermin-
ing Kigali “during the ongoing con-
flict in the Democratic Republic of
Congo” (DRC).

“The Government of Rwanda today

notified the Government of Belgium
of its decision to sever diplomatic
relations, effective immediately,” it
added.

In turn, Belgium said Rwandan diplo-
mats were no longer welcome in the
country.

“Belgium regrets the decision of
Rwanda to cut off diplomatic relations
with Belgium and to declare Bel-
gium’s diplomats persona non grata,”
Foreign Minister Maxime Prevot said
on X.

“Thls ISdIS proportionate and shows

that when we disagree with Rwanda
they prefer not to engage in dia-
logue.”

Rwanda’s move came a day after
President Paul Kagame accused Bel-
gium of advocating for international
sanctions against his country over the
conflict in eastern DRC.

The Rwanda-backed M23 armed
group launched a large offensive in
the mineral-rich east of the DRC ear-
lier this year, taking two major cities
in a lightning advance.

A UN report has said Kigali controls
the group and has about 4,000 sol-
diers in the country. Kigali has denied
involvement in the conflict and says it
faces a threat from ethnic Hutu fight-
ers in the DRC.

The Congolese government says at
least 7,000 people have died amid the
offensive and has called for interna-
tional action.

Monday’s diplomatic tension emerged
as DRC and the M23 rebels an-
nounced they would send delegations
to peace talks, which are set to take
place on Tuesday in Angola. (4] Ja-
zeera English)
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Putin and Trump to talk with proposed
Russia-Ukraine truce in balance

United States President Donald
Trump says he will speak to Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin on
Tuesday about ending the Ukraine
war with territorial concessions

by Kyiv and control of the Zapor-
1zhzhia Nuclear Power Plant ex-
pected to feature prominently in the
talks.

“We want to see if we can bring
that war to an end,” the US pres-
ident told reporters on Air Force
One during a flight back to the
Washington, DC, area from Florida
on Sunday. “Maybe we can, maybe
we can’t, but I think we have a very
good chance.

“I’ll be speaking to President Putin
on Tuesday. A lot of work’s been
done over the weekend.”

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov confirmed on Monday that
Putin would speak with Trump by
phone but declined to comment on
Trump’s remarks about land con-
cessions and power plants.

“Yes, this is indeed the case,” he
said during a news briefing. “Such
a conversation is being prepared
for Tuesday.”

Trump is trying to win Putin’s
support for a proposed 30-day
ceasefire that Ukraine accepted

last week as both sides continued
trading heavy aerial strikes through
the weekend and Russia moved
closer to ejecting Ukrainian forces
from their months-old foothold in
the western Russian border region
of Kursk.

Asked about what concessions
were being considered in the
ceasefire negotiations, Trump said:
“We’ll be talking about land. We’ll

be talking about power plants. ...
We’re already talking about that,
dividing up certain assets.”

Trump gave no details but was
most likely referring to the Rus-
sian-occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear
facility in Ukraine, Europe’s largest
nuclear plant. Russia and Ukraine
have accused each other of attacks
that have risked an accident at the
plant.

Reporting from Moscow, Al Ja-
zeera’s Dorsa Jabbari said one of
the main topics of discussion is
indeed expected to be the Zapor-
izhzhia Nuclear Power Plant.

“This is the largest nuclear facility
in Europe, which came under Rus-
sian control early in the conflict in
March 2022. Since then, it has been
shut down, but it remains under the
control of Russian forces and Rus-
sia’s state nuclear energy organisa-
tion, Rosatom,” she said.

“There is also the proposed tem-
porary ceasefire. Russia maintains
that any such agreement must
include security guarantees for

its side, meaning it does not want
Ukraine to use the opportunity to
rearm, regroup and restart the con-
flict,” she added.

The Kremlin said on Friday that
Putin had sent Trump a message
about his ceasefire plan via US
envoy Steve Witkoff, who held
talks in Moscow, expressing “cau-
tious optimism” that a deal could
be reached to end the three-year
conflict.

In separate appearances on Sunday
TV shows in the US, Witkoff, Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio and
Trump’s national security adviser,

Mike Waltz, emphasised that there
were still challenges to be worked
out before Russia agrees to a cease-
fire, much less a final resolution to
the war.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said on Friday that he
saw a good chance of ending the
Russian war after Kyiv accepted
the US proposal for a 30-day inter-
im ceasefire.

However, Zelenskyy has con-
sistently said the sovereignty of
his country is not negotiable and
Russia must surrender the territo-
ry it has seized. Russia seized the
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and
now controls parts of four eastern
and southern Ukrainian regions
since it invaded the country in
2022.

Putin said his actions in Ukraine
are aimed at protecting Russia’s
security against what he casts as
an aggressive and hostile West, in
particular NATO’s eastward ex-
pansion. Ukraine and its Western
partners said Russia is waging an
unprovoked war of aggression and
an imperial-style land grab.

Moscow has demanded that
Ukraine drop its NATO ambitions,
that Russia keeps control of all the
Ukrainian territory it has seized and
that the size of the Ukrainian army
be limited. It also wants Western
sanctions eased and a presidential
election in Ukraine, which Kyiv
said is premature while martial law
is in force.

The European Union’s foreign

policy chief, Kaja Kallas, said on

Monday that the conditions de-
con’ton pg 21



TUESDAY 18™ MARCH 2025

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

International

AROUND THE WORLD

DR Congo’s M23 rebels say they will no
longer join peace talks in Angola

The Rwanda-backed M23
rebel group has announced
that it is no longer partici-
pating in peace talks after
earlier confirming along-
side the Congolese govern-
ment that it would join the
Angola-mediated talks.

M23 spokesperson Law-
rence Kanyuka wrote on X
that “certain international
institutions are deliberately
working to sabotage peace
efforts in the Democratic

rebel group over the con-
flict, which has longstand-
ing roots.

Angola has been trying

to mediate a ceasefire for
many months. Peace talks
were cancelled late last
year after Rwanda insisted
on direct dialogue between
the DRC and M23, which
the Congolese government
refused.

However, Luanda an-

Republic of Congo and
make the long-awaited talks
impossible”.

“The successive sanctions
imposed on our members,
including those adopted

on the eve of the Luan-

da discussions, seriously
compromise direct dialogue
and prevent any progress,”
Kanyuka said, adding that

“no longer participate in the
discussion”.

Earlier on Monday, Kanyu-
ka had reported that a
delegation had been sent to
Angola’s capital, Luanda.

The rebel group has cap-
tured key areas of the
Democratic Republic of
the Congo’s (DRC) miner-
al-rich east since the start of ~direct negotiations with the

this ye

thousands.

ar in a major offen-
sive that has killed many

A delegation represent-

ing the DRC was now in
Luanda for Tuesday’s talks,
a spokesperson for Presi-
dent Felix Tshisekedi told
The Associated Press news
agency earlier. Tshiseke-

di had previously refused

nounced last week that it
would host direct peace
negotiations.

M23 leader Bertrand Bi-
simwa declared last week
that the rebels had forced
Tshisekedi to the negoti-
ating table, saying “peace
begins with dialogue. The
sooner we talk, the sooner
peace becomes a reality.”
(Al Jazeera English)

con’t from pg 20

manded by Russia to agree to a
ceasefire showed that Moscow does
not really want peace.

British Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er said on Saturday that Western
allies other than the US were
stepping up preparations to support
Ukraine in the event of a ceasefire
with Russia with defence chiefs

set to firm up “robust plans” next
week.

Britain and France both have said
they are willing to send a peace-
keeping force to monitor any
ceasefire in Ukraine.

New Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney — who met with
his French counterpart, President

Emmanuel Macron, on Monday
in Paris — also pledged to support
Ukraine’s sovereignty.

On the front lines, Ukrainian forces
launched a drone attack on south-
ern Russia overnight, sparking a
fire at an oil refinery, local author-
ities said on Monday, as Moscow
launched a barrage of nearly 200
drones against Ukraine.

Astrakhan Governor Igor Babush-

kin said staff of a “fuel and energy”
complex were evacuated before the
attack, which sparked a large blaze.

“One person was wounded during
the attack. The victim has now
been taken to the hospital,” Ba-
bushkin wrote on social media.

The latest bombardment comes as
Ukraine criticised Russia for re-
fusing to accept the US-proposed
ceasefire without any conditions.

Moscow also launched its own
barrage of 174 drones on Ukraine,
where air defence units shot down
90, including the Iranian-designed
Shahed drone, the air force said.

About 500 people in the southern
Ukrainian region of Odesa lost
power because of the attacks and
one person was wounded, Gover-
nor Oleg Kiper said, adding that
several buildings were damaged,
including a preschool. (4/ Jazeera
English)
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Blackhawks still on course to retaining ABCA two-day title

Reigning champions PIC
Insurance Liberta Black
Hawks moved a step clos-
er to claiming their fourth
consecutive title in the An-
tigua and Barbuda Crick-
et Association’s (ABCA)
two-day contest over the
weekend.

Leaders Liberta Black-
hawks tightened their grip
on first place by soaring
to their sixth win in seven
matches with an innings
and 42-run victory over
CMW New Winthorpes
Lions in a top-of-the-table
clash at New Winthorpes.

The Lions were bundled
out in their first innings
for 113 in 30.1 overs after
winning the toss and opting
to bat. Chamiqueko Land-
erfort grabbed five for 30,
and leg-spinner Hayden
Walsh Jr. claimed three for
25.

In reply, the Blackhawks
made 308 in 52.2 overs.
Malique Walsh hit 68;
opener Kofi James struck
53 off 29 balls, including
five sixes and three fours;
captain Joshua Thomas
cracked 47; and opener
Tarek Charles scored 36.
Orandel Boston took four
for 57, and Ishmael Peters
claimed three for 81.

Facing a deficit of 195
runs, the New Winthor-
pes Lions were dismissed
in their second innings for
153 in 30.5 overs. Demari
Benta struck 65 not out,
and Nino Henry made 32.

Landerfort took five for
45 to finish with a match

| L\\;,. S
@ 8

_J‘_L_“_
Tyrone Williams Jr.
haul of 10 for 85, and left-
arm pacer Javier Henry

captured four for 44.

The result allows the Lib-
erta Blackhawks to remain
unbeaten at the top of the
standings and advance to
78 points, while the New
Winthorpes Lions slipped
from second to third place
with 58 points after suffer-
ing their first defeat in sev-
en matches.

Empire Nation leap-
frogged the Lions from
third to second place with
63 points after securing
their fourth win in seven
matches with an innings
and 7l1-run victory over
WES Rising Sun Spartans
at the Rising Sun playing
field.

The Spartans were dis-
missed in their first innings
for 120 in 25.1 overs after
winning the toss and elect-
ing to bat. Opener Ryshon
Williams cracked 60 oft 52
balls, including seven fours
and three sixes, and captain
Kerry Mentore chipped in
with 31.

Justin Athanaze grabbed
three wickets without con-
ceding a run, and Michael

James Cornelius

Harilall picked up three
wickets for seven runs.

In reply, opener Tyrone
Williams Jr. slammed a
century as Empire Nation
declared their first innings
at 330 for six off 47 overs.

Williams Jr. hammered
170 off 136 balls, includ-
ing 19 fours and six sixes.
Damian Lowenfield struck
61 off 43 balls, including
four sixes and five fours,
and captain Kenrick Scott
chipped in with 37.

Facing a deficit of 210
runs, Rising Sun Spartans
were dismissed in their sec-
ond innings for 139 in 39.1
overs. Ryshon Williams
slammed 58 off 46 balls, in-
cluding five sixes and four
fours. Harilall captured six
for 64, and leg-spinner Mi-
cah McKenzie took three
for 51.

All Saints Pythons re-
main in fourth place with
51 points after securing
their first draw in seven
matches, losing on first in-
nings in their drawn affair
with the Jennings Tigers at
Jennings.

Scores: Jennings Tigers
made 170 off 40.3 overs.

(Glenton Williams 52, cap-
tain Paul Miller 33; Alzarri
Joseph 6 for 50); All Saints
Pythons made 133 of 28.3
overs (Alzarri Joseph 49,
Demetri Lucas 33, Kenny

Sutton 31; Glenton Wil-
liams 4 for 67).
The Bolans Blasters

claimed their first win in
seven matches, beating the
Pigotts Crushers by six
wickets at Pigotts.

Scores: Pigotts Crushers
55 off 24.5 overs (Dwaine
Fordyce 4 for 22, Richie
Thomas 3 for 6) and 124
off 31.4 overs (captain Uri
Smith 56; Orlando Peters
7 for 22); Bolans Blasters
141 off 26.1 overs (cap-
tain Taiem Tonge 60; Tyree
Moore 4 for 17, Jalen Har-
ris 3 for 37) and 39 for 4 off
12.3 overs.

The Caribbean Union
Bank (CUB) Bethesda
Golden Eagles beat Tertiary
Institutions and Schools by
86 runs when they met in a
bottom-of-the-table clash
at the Factory Grounds.

Scores: Bethesda Golden
Eagles 121 off 39.2 overs
(captain Kaivalya Mish-
ra 6 for 32) and 191 for
6 declared off 45.4 overs
(captain Tehrique Mason
82, Shacoy Floyd 41, Tron
Payne 39; Kaivalya Mish-
ra 4 for 65); Tertiary Insti-
tutions and Schools 92 off
32 overs (James Cornelius
5 for 25, Tehrique Mason
4 for 14) and 134 off 45.4
overs (Xanden Hobson 33;
James Cornelius 4 for 23,
Tehrique Mason 4 for 65).
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Paragons 2 make successful start in defense

[
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of D-2 volleyball title
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Reigning women’s Division 2 champions Paragons 2. (ABAVA)

Reigning champions Paragons 2
made a successful start to their cam-
paign in defense of their female Divi-
sion 2 title in the Antigua and Barbu-
da Amateur Volleyball Association’s
(ABAVA) Development League on
Sunday.

Paragons 2 launched their title de-
fense with a straight-set 2-0 victo-
ry against Chargers Eagles 2 in their
opening match at the indoor stadium at
the YMCA Sports Complex.

Paragons 2 prevailed 25-20, 25-19
against Chargers Eagles 2 in the first
game of Sunday’s Division 2 triple
header.

High Flyerz-Valkyries made a
winning start on their debut in the
women’s development league. High
Flyerz-Valkyries produced a solid per-
formance to prevail 2-1 against Starz 2
in a keenly contested affair.

The day’s second match delivered
a thrilling three-set showdown, with

The beach: is just the beginning...

Valkyries taking the opening set 25-
11. Starz 2, who launched their cam-
paign with a 2-0 win against Dynasty
Queen 1, hit back to clinch the second
set 25-23 to level the match 1-1.

But Valkyries defied a strong re-
sponse from Starz2 and managed to
prevail 17-15 in a nail-biting third set
to secure the 2-1 victory.

Chargers Velocity kicked off their
campaign in the Men’s Division 2
League with a hard-fought 2-0 win
against Invaders 2 in the last encounter
on Sunday.

Chargers Velocity controlled the
tempo and held their nerve in cru-
cial moments to prevail 25-22, 27-25
against the Invaders 2.

The 2025 ABAVA’s domestic club
championships will resume with
matches in the Division 1 League
at the YMCA Sports Complex on
Wednesday.

Royal Cruisers 1 will face Ston-
eville ina women’s Division 1 encoun-
ter at 6:45 pm, while reigning men’s
Division 1 champions Stoneville will
take on the Renegades at 7:45 pm.
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Steelers remain perfect in ABBA's Division 1 League

* w* *

ANIILGUAAanDBARBUUA

BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

Total Imports EMC’s Potters Steel-
ers maintained their unbeaten run in
the Antigua and Barbuda Basketball
Association’s (ABBA) First Division
League on Sunday evening.

The Steelers won for the ninth time

in as many games to remain the only
unbeaten team in the league with a
114-56 drubbing of Spanish Heat in
the first game of a double header at the
JSC Sports Complex.

Kareem Edwards shot a game-high
30 points and grabbed 10 rebounds;
Keroi Lee produced 19 points with
23 rebounds and five assists; Cohen
Desouza had 19 points, 16 rebounds,
and six assists; Darnell Azille sank
14 points and claimed 15 rebounds;
Decosta Walbrook scored 13 points;
and Devorn Benjamin converted 12
points for the Steelers.

Steven Matthew converted 16 points
and snatched six rebounds; Coy Quin-
land sank 13 points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds; and Javonte Valerie scored 10
points for the Spanish Heat, who lost

for the fifth time in 10 games.

Reigning league and playoff cham-
pions, the EZ Fit Flyers, claimed their
ninth win in 10 matches with a 77-70
victory over Da Project in Sunday’s
second encounter.

Selassie Brathwaite sank 17 points
and claimed six rebounds; Adonis
Humphreys converted 15 points and
grabbed 17 rebounds; David Her-
nandez also scored 15 points; Xavier
“X-Man” Meade produced 11 points
and eight rebounds; and Alexis Jack-
son had 10 points and 10 rebounds for
the Flyers.

Terry Dawkins shot a game-high 29
points, and T-Shawn Lewis sank 23
points and grabbed 10 rebounds for
Da Project, who suffered their fourth
defeat in 10 games.
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Emrit unfazed by break and
loss of key seamers

Trinidad and Tobago Red
Force head coach Rayad
Emrit isn’t losing sleep
over the two-week break
in the West Indies Cham-
pionship or the impending
departure of key seamers
Jayden Seales and Ander-
son Phillip, who are set to
join the English County
Championship.

Instead, Emrit is focused
on maintaining his team’s
momentum as they push
to end a two-decade title
drought.

The Red Force have been
in red-hot form this season,
as they won four of their
five matches and claimed
first-innings points in the
other.

Their most recent tri-
umph—a 56-run demoli-
tion of Barbados Pride at
Kensington Oval—came
in just two days, a perfor-
mance that bolstered their
status as title contenders.

Yet Emrit knows the job
isn’t done. They head into
the break in second posi-
tion on 101 points, just be-
hind Guyana Harpy Eagles
on 102.6 points.

“It was really an emphat-
ic win. Words can’t really
express how the celebra-
tions were and how the
guys reacted to the victory
because everyone knew
how important the game
was.

“Turning up and seeing

the sort of pitch they pre-
pared, we knew they were
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Fast bowler Jayden Seales, second right, celebrates with

his Trinidad and Tobago Red Force teammates after
capturing a wicket against Barbados in the West Indies
Championship at the Kensington Oval in Barbados.

wary of what we could do
with our fast bowlers, but
we were also a bit con-
cerned with the type of
pitch, which was a grassy
track. In the past, our bat-
ters really didn’t do well
on these types of surfaces,”
Emrit shared.

“I think the guys showed
a lot of character through-
out the season, and it is
good to see the way they
went about their business,
and they are reaping the re-
wards for their hard work.
They deserve every single
credit for what they have
achieved so far,” he added.

Seales, Phillip, and Josh-
ua James have spearheaded
the Red Force pace attack
all season, as they wreaked
havoc on opposing line-
ups. But with Seales and
Phillip soon to be off to
England, Emrit is confident
that others will rise to the
challenge.

“They’ve led the attack
from game two, and the
sort of effort they put in,
in the last game, was great
to see. Even the Bajans
acknowledged the quality
of our attack.

“It’s going to be a big
gap to fill, but we have
promising fast bowlers
coming through. They’re
young and inexperienced,
but we’ll try to integrate
them into the squad and
find the best combination
when we play Jamaica and
Guyana,” Emrit noted.

Still, Emrit said the Red
Force’s bowling depth
extends beyond their pace
attack, as he highlighted
the contributions of spin-
ners Khary Pierre, Yannic
Cariah, and Bryan Charles,
all of whom have played
key roles throughout the
season.

“Pierre remains our
leading bowler, Cariah

is performing well, and
Charles got six wickets pri-
or to the Barbados game.
We haven’t finalised our
bowling attack yet, but we
have a couple of bowlers
who can step up. We’ll
assess conditions and make
that decision when the time
comes,” the coach stated.

In the meantime, Emrit
pointed out that despite
the two-week break, he
is intent on ensuring that
the team remains sharp as
they will use the time to
fine-tune their plans for the
final two matches.

“We have a two-week
break, but that doesn’t
mean we’re taking a
break,” Emrit declared.

“We have a job to do,
and we want to stay fo-
cused and stay in form as
much as possible. Hopeful-
ly, we can get some good
outdoor practice and game
simulations. If we can keep
the momentum going, I
think we’ll have a good
chance now,” he shared.

With Jamaica next on
the schedule in a day/
night match, Emrit knows
the road ahead won’t be
easy, but he believes in his
squad.

“A break is always a
setback when you have
momentum, but hopefully,
we can stay on course and
continue to do the right
things,” he ended.
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West Indies breakout league to
launch in 2025

Cricket West Indies (CWI)
and the Republic Bank Ca-
ribbean Premier League
(CPL) are jointly launching
the inaugural West Indies
Breakout League, a new
cricket tournament designed
to spotlight emerging talent
across the region.

The competition is sched-
uled to take place from April
25 to May 10, featuring six
teams and 17 matches. All
the games will take place
at the Brian Lara Cricket
Academy in Trinidad.

The six teams taking part
will be Barbados Pelicans,
Guyana Rainforest Rangers,
Jamaica Titans, Leeward
Islands Thunder, Trinidad
& Tobago Legions, and the
Windward Islands Infernos.

Players eligible to partici-
pate must be under 30 years
old or at the start of the 2025
event, with limited profes-
sional  experience—fewer
than 40 List A T20 matches
and fewer than 10 Interna-
tional T20s.

This initiative aims to
bridge the gap between
domestic, CPL and inter-
national cricket, with each
team closely associated
with their local territorial
board and a CPL franchise.

The tournament will pro-
vide a crucial platform for
the next generation of T20
stars, allowing them to
showcase their skills and
take significant steps in their

Players of the West Indies Academy

careers.

Miles Bascombe, CWI’s
Director of Cricket, ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for
the tournament, stating,
“This tournament is a fan-
tastic opportunity for the
next wave of players to get
the game time they need
to push through to the next
level and add depth in our
T20 talent pool.

“We are delighted to col-
laborate with the CPL on
this initiative, which prom-
ises to provide a strong plat-
form for up-and-coming tal-
ent in the West Indies.”

Pete Russell, CEO of Re-
public Bank CPL, echoed
these sentiments, saying,
“We are excited to join forc-
es with Cricket West Indies
to deliver a world-class and
sustainable tournament.

“This initiative is not only
an investment in the future
of West Indies cricket but

also a valuable opportunity
for stakeholders to witness
exceptional talent and great
cricket.”

The West Indies Breakout
League is poised to become
a key element in the region’s
cricketing calendar, offering
fans, players, and franchises
a chance to play their part
nurturing the next wave of
cricketing stars.

The fixtures for the 2025
West  Indies  Breakout
League are as follows:

25 Apr 2025 | 2:00 PM |
Guyana Rainforest Rangers
v Windward Islands Infer-
nos

25 Apr 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Trinidad & Tobago Legions
v Barbados Pelicans

26 Apr 2025 | 2:00 PM |
Jamaica Titans v Leeward
Islands Thunder

26 Apr 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Trinidad & Tobago Legions
v Guyana Rainforest Rang-

ers

29 Apr 2025 | 2:00 PM |
Jamaica Titans v Guyana
Rainforest Rangers

29 Apr 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Barbados Pelicans v Wind-
ward Islands Infernos

30 Apr 2025 | 2:00 PM |
Trinidad & Tobago Legions
v Jamaica Titans

30 Apr 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Barbados Pelicans v Lee-
ward Islands Thunder

2 May 2025 | 2:00 PM |
Jamaica Titans v Barbados
Pelicans

2 May 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Leeward Islands Thunder v
Trinidad & Tobago Legions

4 May 2025 | 2:00 PM |
Windward Islands Infernos
v Trinidad & Tobago Le-
gions

4 May 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Guyana Rainforest Rangers
v Leeward Islands Thunder

6 May 2025 | 2:00 PM |
Barbados Pelicans v Guy-
ana Rainforest Rangers

6 May 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Jamaica Titans v Windward
Islands Infernos

7 May 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Leeward Islands Thunder v
Windward Islands Infernos

Playofts

9 May 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Playoft — 2nd place vs 3rd
Place

10 May 2025 | 7:00 PM |
Final — 1st place vs winner
of Playoff
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