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Rawdon Turner outlines
his plans for St. Peter

Parham native, Rawdon Turner,
the Antigua and Barbuda Labour Par-
ty’s candidate for St. Peter’s constit-
uency in the January 14 by-election,
has issued a 28-page manifesto out-
lining his plans and programmes for
the constituency should he be elected
as the new representative.

Turner noted that as someone born
and raised in the village of Parham he
was always cognizant of the strong
spirit of oneness that exists among
Parhamites. He provided informa-
tion of himself and stated that he is
a proud father of one child and that
he owns a company that is involved

A VISION
FOR ST.PETER

B3

in architectural design, construction
and related activities. The company,
he noted, provides employment op-
portunities as well as contribute to
the overall economy of Antigua and
Barbuda.

“I pride myselfin delivering qual-
ity services, building and maintaining
relationships, and being transparent
with everyone with whom I work,”
he stated.

Turner said he is motivated by the
strong community spirit that exists
in the constituency and he wants to
build on this to create a bright future
for the residents of the constituency.

“As a resident of St. Peter, I be-
lieve that we deserve honourable
representation; a representative who
understands our immediate and long-
term needs. St. Peter has a rich his-
tory and strategic economic, cultural
and security importance for Antigua
and Barbuda,” he observed.

He pointed to Parham town, es-
tablished in 1632 and Betty’s Hope,
established in 1651, one of the old-
est sugar plantations, form part of the
rich history of the constituency. He
said it is time to return St. Peter to its
former glory and prominence.

“To start, I commit to prioritiz-
ing public infrastructural develop-
ment, well-maintained schools and
community facilities and improving
safety and security. I am willing to
serve you and provide honourable
representation to our constituency
and country,” he emphasized.

Turner is encouraging constit-
uents to ‘come leh we talk’ as resi-
dents of the constituency are invited
to engage both he and his term as
they intensify the campaigning in St.
Peter ahead of the poll.
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PM Browne: UPP’s George
Wehner is ‘a man without a plan’

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
has criticized the opposition United
Progressive Party (UPP) candidate —
George Wehner - for what he described
as a lack of substantive developmen-
tal plans for the St. Peter constituency
ahead of the by-election.

The prime minister referenced a
public rally held by the UPP candidate,
George Wehner, in Parham last Thurs-
day where he literally ‘spoke to him-
self” and where he spent his time ha-
ranguing the prime minister, rather than
address the issues that are pertinent to
the people of St. Peter.

In contrast, PM Browne highlighted
the administration’s ongoing roadworks
and proposed infrastructure projects as
evidence of their commitment to tangi-
ble development.

“Our government has a detailed
plan for St. Peter, including roadworks,

Prime Minister Gaston Browne

the community center, and sports fa-
cilities,” Browne said. “In just a few
weeks, we’ve done more road repairs
than all previous representatives com-
bined.”

The Prime Minister described the
opposition’s campaign as focused on
personal attacks rather than meaningful
proposals. “He spent most of his time
cursing me without presenting a single
plan for the constituency as if someone

told him that this would be a winning
formula,” the prime minister noted.

The government’s plans include the
construction of concrete roads and en-
hancements to community infrastruc-
ture, with designs already prepared for
projects such as the Parham Sports De-
velopment Complex.

PM Browne commended the
ABLP’s candidate, Rawdon Turner,
for his proactive approach. “Turner has
demonstrated his commitment through
consistent engagement with residents
and a clear vision for St. Peter,” he
said. The prime minister expressed his
support for Turner especially for the
work he has done in the constituency,
including his very detailed plans for the
construction of a marina in the Parham
Harbour.

Browne urged voters to prioritize
candidates with actionable plans.
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A study of courage,
resilience and competence

Prime Minister Gaston Browne has
described his administration’s gover-
nance of Antigua and Barbuda as char-
acterized by courage, skill, financial
competence and a deep and abiding love
for the people of Antigua and Barbuda.

PM Browne was speaking on the
Browne and Browne show on Saturday
as he reflected on the first ten years of
governance of the country by his admin-
istration which was swept into office on
June 12, 2014.

The prime minister recalled that
when his administration took office, it
inherited a country faced with a triple
threat of a financial crisis, a banking cri-
sis and an economic Crisis.

He recalled too that at his first East-
ern Caribbean Currency Union meeting
after taking office, he was asked by the

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Prime
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Minister, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, why
would he want to take on governing a
country such as Antigua and Barbuda
which at the time was ‘knee-deep’ in a
series of crises.

PM Browne admitted that at no time
was he daunted by the challenges faced
by the government and one by one both
he and his Cabinet colleagues got down
to the arduous task of resolving the cri-
ses and to begin the process of turning
around the country.

Ten and a half years later, as he re-
flects on the achievements of his admin-
istration, the prime minister said he is
proud to have been part of a team that
has had perhaps the most impactful gov-
ernance of the country since the attain-
ment of political independence in 1981.

The government paid off the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) loan en-
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tered into by the UPP Administration;
and did so ahead of time. It rescued the
banking sector and in the process placed
two failed banks on sound financial
footing as well as paving the way for the
acquisition of both Scotiabank and Roy-
al Bank of Canada by local banks, thus
widely increasing their respective asset
bases.

Additionally, the government engi-
neered the purchase of the West Indies
Oil Company and all its assets for a mere
US$30 million without incurring a debt
for the people of Antigua and Barbu-
da. In the process, the government has
moved from a situation where its entity,
APUA, owed WIOC millions of dollars
to a situation where it now owns majori-
ty shares in the company. In the process,
it also sold shares in the company to An-
tigua and Barbuda nationals.

“You would have seen the commit-
ment of my government when we were
able to stabilize the economy within the
first year, recognizing that the country
had gone through about four years of
steady decline; in fact, we lost about
25 percent of GDP and that crisis (the
global financial crisis) was a lesser crisis
than what my government had to con-
tend with; the COVID-19 pandemic,” he
remarked.

According to the prime minister the
COVID crisis was one where his gov-
ernment had to show ‘extreme courage

and resilience’.

“I would say that our governance
of this country has been characterized
as one of financial skills, courage, resil-
ience and care for the people of Antigua
and Barbuda. The courageous decisions
we took were as a result of our care for
the people of the country; if we did not
care, then we would not have taken on
the many ‘fights’ that we had to in order
to set things right,” he noted.
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WIOC paid over $150 million to
government since its acquisition

Since its acquisition by
the Antigua and Barbuda
government in 2015, the
West Indies Oil Company
has pumped over $150 mil-
lion into the government’s
coffers.

That’s the word from
Prime Minister Gaston
Browne speaking on the
Browne and Browne show
on Point FM on Saturday.

“Between taxes and
dividends, WIOC has paid
the government approx-
imately $150 million to
date, and it is one of the
largest companies listed
on the Eastern Caribbean
Stock Exchange in terms
of its market capitaliza-
tion. Additionally, it is
one of the most profitable
companies around and the
government was able to
divest some of its shares
and to sell these to Antigua
and Barbuda nationals so
that they too may become
part of the ownership of
the company,” PM Browne
announced.

The prime minister
hails the WIOC acquisi-
tion by the government as
a ‘great story’ where the
government was recorded
on the company’s books
as a ‘bad debtor’ to a sit-
uation where it ended up
owning the company with-
out incurring $1 in debt or
spending $1 from the trea-
sury.

“It is just astonishing
what we have been able

to achieve with WIOC. It
must also be noted that de-
spite all the chatter about
corruption, we were able
to accomplish this without
a scintilla of corruption.

“We were able to mo-
bilise private funding for
the purchase of the com-
pany, if we were corrupt as
they claim, we could have
found a way to own parts
of the company, but we did
not.

“We did everything for
the benefit of the people of
Antigua and Barbuda. I did
not even get a ‘toffee’ from

the deal and that’s the way
it should be,” PM Browne
declared.

According to the prime
minister there were a num-
ber of private individuals
who approached the gov-
ernment willing to buy the
company but the adminis-
tration was adamant that
the company should be
owned by the government
and people of Antigua and
Barbuda.
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Training for poll workers
intensifies this week

Training for the per-
sons who will be working
as polling clerks during the
January 14 by-election in
St. Peter is underway and
it is expected to intensify
this week.

Supervisor of Elec-
tions, lan Hughes, said the
training started last Thurs-
day and it will run until
the end of this week. The
training covers a range
of issues that may arise
during the voting process
and how the clerks may
be able to assist voters on
Election Day.

Additionally, they will
be asked to ensure that
they are conversant with
the rules governing vot-
ing as well as the need to
record the information
regarding the gender of
voters as this will form an
integral part of the final re-
port presented by the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Electoral
Commission (ABEC).

Hughes is reporting
that there are 4,780 per-
sons who are eligible to
cast ballots during the
by-election. Of that total,
2,849 persons needed to
have their voters’ ID cards
replaced. Over the past
several weeks, some 1,534
persons have applied to
have their cards replaced.

“With the urgency of
having a by-election in just
over a week, we have pri-
oritised the St. Peter con-

stituency as we are making
every effort to ensure that
those wishing to have their
cards replaced are able to
do so.

“Our office in the con-
stituency has been opened
on a daily basis up to 9:00
pm to accommodate voters
in this process,” Hughes
remarked.

Hughes is also report-
ing that the voters list for
the election will be pub-
lished in the constituency

by January 8, and printing
of the ballot paper and oth-
er preparatory work such
as the disaggregation of
the voters’ register by poll-
ing station are also taking
place this week.

“My plan is that by Sat-
urday, all preparatory work
for the by-election would
have been completed and
we at ABEC would just
be waiting for the actual
day itself to spring into ac-
tion,” he stated.

Supervisor of Elections, lan
Hughes

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

APUA Water Business Unit Provides Updates on Water Production

ST JOHNS ANTIGUA, 4th January 2025 - The Antigua Public Utilities Authority
(APUA) Water Business Unit acknowledges a water quality issue identified
earlier today, 4 January 2025, at the Fort James Reverse Osmosis Plant.

The issue involves higher-than-normal conductivity in the water transmitted
from the facility. Our team has promptly initiated corrective measures, and
normal operations are expected to resume later this afternoon.

We also remind customers that the ongoing season of high sea swells may
intermittently impact the Fort James Plant's operations due to elevated
turbidity levels in the water supply.

Additionally, we are pleased to provide an update regarding the technical issues
at the Crabbs Reverse Osmosis Plant. The plant is expected to resume
operations by the end of today, Saturday, 4 January 2025. While production and
distribution will recommence promptly, please note that it may take
approximately 48 hours for the distribution lines to fully normalise.

We sincerely apologise for any inconvenience caused and thank our valued
customers for their understanding and patience as we work diligently to resolve
these matters.
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Potters family in lock-up facing illegal
firearms and ammunition charges

A Potters family is in police cus-
tody after police searched their home
and found an illegal firearm and several
rounds of ammunition.

Around 4:45 am on Saturday, 4 Jan-
uary, the police executed a search war-
rant on a home at Potters and discovered
a firearm with several magazines and
several rounds of ammunition. Four
people were taken into custody for ques-
tioning in the ongoing investigation.

Also, in a separate incident on Sat-

urday, the police arrested a 27-year-old
man of Clare Hall for unlawful posses-
sion of cannabis.

The police were in the Clare Hall
area carrying out several stop and search
exercises when they found the young
man with a portion of the controlled
substance in his knapsack. The incident
occurred around 8:20 am.

Coming out of 2024, the police
would have recovered around 60 fire-
arms and excess of 500 different caliber

rounds of ammunition from the streets.
This recent seizure brings the number of
firearms seized for 2025 to two.

The police vow to intensify their
crime-fighting efforts for 2025 in an ef-
fort to rid the streets of illegal firearms
and ammunition, as well as to tackle the
crime situation from all corners of the
country. The Police Administration is
also expressing gratitude to the public
for its continued support and coopera-
tion.

Nominees for 2024 National Sports Awards

The Ministry of Ed-
ucation, Sports and Cre-
ative Industries, is pleased
to announce the nominees
for 2024 National Sports
categories.

Awards The

MINISTRY OF SPORTS

grand ceremony scheduled
for March 15, 2025, will
see the nation’s sporting
ambassadors and officials
recognized for their major
accomplishments and con-

tributions.

Nominees will compete
in eight categories. While
all listed will be recognized
for their prowess, an august
panel of judges will deter-

RCH 1
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mine the winners in various
categories. Winners will be
determined based on their
resume of success in region-
al and international compe-

cont’d on pg 8
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cont’d from pg 7 Industries takes this oppor- |  gENIOR SPORTSMAN 2024 NOMINEES
titions as submitted by the tunity to congratulate all
athletes’ various nominating ~NOMINEES and wish 1':hem giﬁ% enta g;?ﬂ? ﬁgigf ot
sporting associations. The success in the 2024 National |  Cejhae Greene, Athletics
accuracy of submissions Sports Awards. I\DIoah sg. Clair ;{iﬂe.
will be triangulated by inde- The categories and nom- Mzr;;zn g’eﬁfge Gf{?“g
pendent research. inees are presented below | Tony Phillip Bodybuilding
The Ministry of Edu- for transparency and media | - VAew, FoEtle Velloyball
cation, Sports and Creative publication: Xavier Meade Basketball
Alzarri Joseph, Cricket
COACH OF YEAR, 2024 Jodon Wuilliez Swimming
NAME DISCIPLINE Rocco Falcone Sailing
Oswald Baptise, Athletics
Ollyn Martin, Bodybuilding SENIOR SPORTSWOMAN 2024 NOMINEES
Timothy Thomas Triathlon
Nelson Molino Fojo, Swimming
Schyan Jeffers Football i::ﬁ: ]ilyo d ]A)flflgtlistINE
Carl Williams Volleyball . > oy
George Hughes, Basketball K.1mberly ‘Percwal, Boc'lybu}ldlng
St. Clair Williams, Cycling Bianca Mitchell, Swimming
Pernel Watley Cricket Jewel ermp F encing
Junella King, Sailing
MIND SPORTS, 2024 Josanne Lewis, Volleyball
Reyana Regis Netball
NAME DISCIPLINE Amanda Edwards Cricket
Bernard Joseph Draughts Alexandria Hunte Golf
Glenford George Domino Makada Samuel-Hector Softball Cricket
Natalee Heron Domino Iressica Allen Football
Abner Farquhar Chess
SPORTS OFFICIAL, 2024 JUNIOR SPORTSMAN 2024 NOMINEES
NAME DISCIPLINE NAME DISCIPLINE
T. Jamille Nelson Athletics Craig Massiah Basketball
Alvin Jarvis Basketball Khahq ]Oseph Volleyba]l
Dwayne Edwards Bodybuilding Tahje Browne Cycling
Michael Hamilton Volleyball Maliek Francis Athletics
Ken Pennyfather Football Jewel Andrew Cricket
Niko Antonio Drag Racing Elite Thomas Triathlon
Melissa Lawrie Cricket Tivon Benjamin Swimming
Joel Crawford Fencing
SPORTS ADMINISTRATION RECOGNITION 2024 Shanoy Malone Sailing
NAME DISCIPLINE Marquise George Golf
Elvis Cordice, Draughts
Lisa Abraham Drag Racing
Dane Gustave, Cricket JUNIOR SPORTSWOMAN 2024 NOMINEES
Inga Francis Basketball
Beverly Percival-Tonge Bodybuilding NAME DISCIPLINE
Ken Warner Swimming Tyra Fenton Athletics
Ile.athea Cab.ral Fencing Jenah Andrew Basketball
Wilbur Harr%gan, Volleyball Ellie Shaw Swimming
Matthew Bailey Chess Daena Bird Fencing
LIFETIME RECOGNITION 2024 Emily Gaillard Sailing
Keitonya Skepple Football
NAME DISCIPLINE Jassania Joseph Volleyball
Charles Ira Fabian Cycling Kimberly Anthony Cricket
Victor Parker Draughts Stute Kashyap Table Tennis
Steve Williams Akevia Warner Golf

Bodybuilding
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Joel Rayne’s “Replenish School Supplies”
initiative provides vital assistance to
over 400 chlldren m St George

St. George, Antigua — Over 400 chil-
dren in the St. George constituency have
received much-needed support through
the “Replenish School Supplies” ini-
tiative, a program spearheaded by Joel
Rayne to ensure students are equipped
with the tools they need to thrive aca-
demically.

The initiative, which provided es-
sential items such as notebooks, geom-
etry sets, calculators, and other learning
materials, reflects Rayne’s commitment
to supporting education and alleviating
financial pressures on families.

“With education being a cornerstone
of opportunity, this program not only
equips children with the physical re-
sources they need to succeed but also in-
spires confidence and a sense of belong-
ing in the classroom,” said Joel Rayne.

Parents and community members
expressed  overwhelming  gratitude
for the program’s impact. One parent
shared, “This program has been a bless-
ing for my family. With multiple chil-
dren in school, the costs add up quickly,
and this support means so much to us.”

The “Replenish School Supplies”
initiative not only addresses the imme-
diate needs of students but also sets the
foundation for long-term educational
success in St. George. By reducing bar-
riers to learning, it fosters an environ-
ment where children can focus on their
studies and reach their full potential.

Rayne emphasized his commitment

A ._fﬂ B

to investing in the future of the constitu-
ency, stating, “Our children deserve ev-
ery opportunity to excel. By supporting
their education, we are strengthening
our community and paving the way for a
brighter tomorrow.”

This initiative is part of Joel Rayne’s
broader vision to uplift the people of
St. George and create opportunities for
growth and success across the constitu-
ency.
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Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Dr.
Keith Rowley announces plans to resign

By Peter Richards of CMC

Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley
Friday announced that he would be re-
signing from office before the end of
the current term of his ruling People’s
National Movement (PNM) by August
this year.

The first-term incumbent PNM,
led by Rowley, won 22 of the 41 seats
in the 2020 general election to form a
second five-year term majority gov-
ernment by defeating the opposition
United National Congress (UNC) that
was led by Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad Bissessar.

Following the victory in the gen-
eral elections, Rowley, the country’s
seventh head of government, signaled
immediately that the party is in a tran-
sition as he no longer expects to con-
test another poll in Trinidad and Toba-
go.

“I am not one of those politicians
who believe when you come into of-
fice, you should go out feet first. I
have places to go and people to see,
but more importantly I have a commit-
ment to ensure that this is a period of
transition in the PNM and as the lon-
gest serving member in the Parliament
...I have a duty and a responsibility
during this term to fashion the PNM’s
future by ensuring that our young peo-
ple are developed in such a way that
when I am no longer in this position
to announce an election date that the
country will not be deprived of the
leadership it deserves.

“This is my period to ensure that
the young people I have been men-
toring that they move into greater re-
spoOnsibility during that period. So
Trinidad and Tobago this is a period of
transition but I will not shirk my re-
sponsibility to the people of Trinidad
and Tobago who have elected me for
this five year period,”” Rowley said

Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley

then from the party’s headquarters to a
limited number of people that included
his wife, Sharon.

The small crowd at the party’s
headquarters was in keeping with
the measures put in place to curb the
spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
and Rowley, whose speech was broad-
cast on radio and television here, said
“tonight against all odds, in a most
difficult situation, the PNM has once
again been called to service in the gov-
ernment of Trinidad and Tobago.

Rowley, 75, who is in Tobago for
the Christmas Season and will also
participate in the screening of candi-
dates for the two seats here currently
held by the PNM, told reporters Friday
that he had always indicated his inten-
tion to step down from politics after 45
years in public life.

“I am here with my colleagues this
weekend and one of the things that
they will be told is that I will not be
offering myself again to represent any-
one either in Trinidad or in Tobago.
Forty- five years is a long time.”

Rowley, a volcanologist by train-
ing, who obtained his doctorate in
geology specialising in geochemis-
try, entered politics in 1981, where he
unsuccessfully contested the Tobago

West seat in the general election of
that year.

To date he has the distinction of
being the only PNM candidate to have
contested a seat in a general election in
both Tobago and Trinidad.

He reminded reporters that his first
job on the public payroll was to plant
grass on the Hope Estate in Tobago at
seven dollars (One TT dollar=US$0.16
cents) a day, then becoming a teacher
before entering the political arena in
1980.

“This year would be 45 years that
I have been in public life in Trinidad
and Tobago. I offered myself for serve
in Tobago in 1981 and in Trinidad in
1987, to now. And at the last election,
2020, when I announced the PNM
victory in Baliser House, I said to this
country, I will not be doing that again.
And I meant it. And I’ve kept it.

“Forty-five years is a long time and
I would like at this time to say thank
you, appropriately along the way to all
those who have supported my effort
and to have benefited from, I hope I
would have positively impacted this
country somewhere, sometime.

“As we settle Tobago’s screening
tomorrow, I continue to be the polit-
ical leader of the PNM. We will call
for nominations where I represent the
people of Diego Martin West who have
supported me resolutely from 1991 to
now and I will thank them appropri-
ately and ensure that they are not left
adrift but I would not be offering my-
self as I have just said.

“And I would say something else
before the end of the legal limits of
this term I will resign this office and
go off to my family. Thank you all very
much and see you all again sometime
soon,” Rowley said as he ended the
news conference without taking any
questions on his shock announcement.
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Who let the dogs out?

By Tony Deyal

A dog and a cat were
having an argument about
who was the favourite with
humans. The dog was ada-
mant, “Humans like us more
than any other animal. They
even named a tooth after
us, one they call a “canine”.
That alone tells you that
naming an important body
part after us proves all hu-
mans love their dogs more
than you and your people.”
The cat smiled and said,
“Guess what? You are not
going to win this one!”

I have always been a dog
person. I read a book which
said, “Money can buy you a
fine dog, but only love can
make him wag his tail.” An-
other said, “A house is not
a home until it has a dog.”
Most of us feel the same
way. Inside or outside, most
of us loved and took great
care of our dogs.

This is why I was real-
ly upset on Tuesday night
when the dogs were not
just let out but were deeply
scared by the noise. So, the
question for me was, Who
Let the Dogs Out? It was
a Trini, Anselm Douglas,
who at the 2001 Grammy
awards earned the group,
The Baja Men, the award for
the Best Dance Track. But
I seriously doubt that any
true Trini would have gone
after the dogs for money
only. Unfortunately, there
are some who, like Mark
Twain said, “If you pick
up a starving dog and make
him prosperous, he will not

bite you; that is the principal
difference between a dog
and a man.”

It is that kind of man
whose fireworks hurt dogs’
ears. The loud noise is very
distressing for dogs as they
have more sensitive hearing
than humans. The sounds
cause anxiety, stress, and
even physical discomfort.
More, under a company
named FireOne, fireworks
have become very popular.
FireOne, whose fireworks
and sales are much more
than one, have “rocketed”.
So, what did a Trinidad and
Tobago Group of Citizens
Against Noise Pollution say
to the fireman? They called
him “tone deaf” and “con-
descending”. 1 would have
said, like one firework said
to the other, “You’re the
bomb!” Or “bum”, as one
of my friends said when his
dog was so scared it ran out
on the road and nearly got
killed. There were also some
“off-key” jokes like, “Why
did the firework got promot-
ed? It was always bursting
with potential!” Another to
the Fire-man, “Fireworks
are a blast! But they always
blow their top.”

Actually, 1 wouldn’t
have minded if that hap-
pened. Another friend was
even more upset and told me
a story about a king who had
10 wild dogs which he used
to torture and kill any min-
ister that misguided him. A
minister once gave an opin-
ion which was wrong and
which the king didn’t like

Tony Deyal

at all, so he decided that the
minister would be thrown to
the dogs. The minister was
upset, “I served you loyal-
ly for 10 years and you’re
doing this to me?”” The king
was unrelenting. The minis-
ter begged the king to give
him 10 days before he was
thrown to the dogs. The king
agreed. The minister then
went to the keeper of the
dogs and told him he want-
ed to serve the dogs for the
next 10 days. Although baf-
fled, the guard agreed. In the
next 10 days, the minister
fed the dogs, cared for them,
washed them, and provid-
ed all sorts of comforts for
them. When the 10 days
were up, the king did not
change his plan. He ordered
that the minister should be
thrown to the dogs as sen-
tenced. When he was thrown
in, everyone was amazed at
what they saw. The dogs
were wagging their tails and
playing with the condemned
minister. They were even
licking his feet. When the
king asked his staff, “What

happened to the dogs?” the
minister jumped in, “I served
the dogs for only 10 days,
and they didn’t forget my
service. I served you for 10
years and you forgot every-
thing I did for you at the first
mistake.” The king realised
his mistake and replaced
the dogs with crocodiles! A
few of the dog-lovers who
had joined us immediately
asked, “Tony, where we go
get some of them?”

But I am not like that. I
would prefer that we create
an approach that instead of
“Fire-man” winning. and
the rest of us losing, we
should both win. In other
words, he gets the “Yes” and
we get the “No” because
there is no “And”. That is
a way that both parties, es-
pecially the dogs, will be
safe, sound and happy like
pappy. This is what I think
my dogs called me. Howev-
er, my children said it was
“Puppy”. It is the right word
because it is not just Trini-
dad, but the entire Caribbe-

cont’d on pg 15
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an where [ worked for many
years. It always hurt to see
the dogs suffering. Like one
of mine in Trinidad, dogs
suffer panic attacks, go
missing, and even die in the
forest because they run and
hide from fireworks.

Even cats will try to
escape the noise and hide.
We have to keep them in-
side the house. I know that
the different organisations
in the Caribbean follow the
AAHA (Animal Association
Hospital Association) sug-
gestions of closing curtains
to block out flashing lights
and play calming music to
reduce anxiety. As many
people do, when they expect
severe distress in their dogs,
they give them anti-anxiety
medications or sedatives.
But like last night in the area
where I live, some of the
people around kept going
with the noisemakers until
3 am.

That makes me realise
that no “and” is in sight and
we should go for a pres-
ent, in the present, from an
American vs Russian dog
fight. They would each
spend five years to breed
the best fighting dog, and
the winner would win the
world. The Russians went
for Doberman and Rottwei-
ler females breeding with
Siberian wolves. After five
years, they had the biggest,
meanest dog in the world.

When the day came for
the dog fight, the Ameri-
cans showed up with a very
strange animal. It was a
nine-foot Dachshund. Ev-
eryone felt sorry for the

Americans because they
knew there was no way the
American dog could last
even 10 seconds with the
Russian. When the cages
were opened, the Dachshund
came out of its cage and
slowly waddled towards the
Russian dog. The Russian
dog snarled and charged the
American Dachshund. But,
when it got close enough to
bite the Dachshund’s neck,
the Dachshund opened its

mouth and consumed the
Russian dog in one bite.
There was nothing left of the
Russian dog. The Russians
came up to the Americans,
shaking their heads in disbe-
lief, “We don’t understand
how this could have hap-
pened. We had our best peo-
ple working for five years
with the meanest Doberman
and Rottweiler females in
the world and the biggest,
meanest Siberian wolves.”

“That’s nothing”, an Amer-
ican replied. “We had our
best plastic surgeons work-
ing for five years to make an
alligator look like a Dachs-
hund.”

Tony Deyal suggested
that, in the meantime, keep
your eyes on your kids. Po-
lice arrested two yesterday
— one was drinking battery
acid; the other was eating
fireworks. They charged
one — and let the other off.

MUSIC FESTIVAL

X‘\i;? g,

‘ S




MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 2025

PAGE 16

Technology

Apple to pay $95m to
settle Siri ‘listening’ lawsuit

By Imran Rahman-Jones

Apple has agreed to pay
$95m (£77m) to settle a
court case alleging some of
its devices were listening to
people without their permis-
sion.

The tech giant was ac-
cused of eavesdropping on
its customers through its
virtual assistant Siri.

The claimants also al-
lege voice recordings were
shared with advertisers.

Apple, which has not
admitted any wrongdoing,
has been approached for
comment.

In the preliminary set-
tlement, the tech firm
denies any wrongdoing,
as well as claims that it
«recorded, disclosed to third
parties, or failed to delete,
conversations recorded
as the result of a Siri
activation» without consent.

Apple’s lawyers also say
they will confirm they have
“permanently deleted indi-
vidual Siri audio recordings
collected by Apple prior to
October 2019”.

But the claimants say
the tech firm recorded peo-
ple who activated the virtu-
al assistant unintentionally
- without using the phrase
“Hey, Siri” to wake it.

They say advertisers
who received the record-
ings could then look for
keywords in them to better
target ads.

The lead plaintiff Fu-
miko Lopez claims she and

The iPhone 6 and Apple Watch were two devices owned by the lead plaintiff in the lawsuit.

her daughter were both re-
corded without their con-
sent.

They allege they were
served targeted ads after
talking about products in-
cluding Air Jordans.

Apple has proposed a
decision date of 14 Febru-
ary in the court in Northern
California.

Class action lawsuits
work by a small number of
people going to court on be-
half of a larger group.

If they are successful,
the money won is paid out
across all claimants.

According to the court
documents, each claimant -
who has to be based in the
US -could be paid up to $20

per Siri-enabled device they
owned between 2014 and
2019.

In this case, the law-
yers could take 30% of the
fee plus expenses - which
comes to just under $30m.

By settling, Apple not
only denies wrongdoing,
but it also avoids the risk of
facing a court case which
could potentially mean a
much larger pay out.

The California compa-
ny made $94.9bn in reve-
nue in the three months up
to 28 September 2024.

Apple has been involved
in a number of class action
lawsuits in recent years.

In January 2024, it start-
ed paying out in a $500m

lawsuit which claimed it
deliberately slowed down
iPhones in the US.

In March, it agreed
to pay $490m in a class
action led by Norfolk
County Council in the UK.

And in November, con-
sumer group Which? start-
ed a class action against
Apple, accusing it of rip-
ping off customers through
its iCloud service.

The same law firm is
suing Google in a similar
class action, accusing it of
listening to customers using
Google devices.

That lawsuit is current-
ly going through the same
court in Northern Califor-
nia.
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Call elections now: T&T Opposition
Leader slams PM’s resignation

By Beena Mahase
Opposition Leader Ka-

mla Persad-Bissessar has
described the Prime Minis-
ter’s decision to retire from
politics—before the end of
his term— as “a clear admis-
sion of his failure to lead
this nation effectively.”

Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley made the announce-
ment during a press confer-
ence in Tobago on Friday.

In her response to his
move via a subsequent press
release, Persad-Bisses-
sar said the prime minister
should now “do the honour-
able thing and call the (gen-
eral) elections.”

e

-

The opposition leader conclusion in politics, there She claimed: “He and
explained that while many were still several concerns his PNM MPs, most of
may “celebrate” Rowley’s that needed to be addressed. cont’d on pg 19
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Guatemalan forces arrive
in Haiti to fight

By Jack Burgess
A contingent of 150

Guatemalan soldiers has ar-
rived in Haiti, tasked with
helping to restore order
amid the chaos wrought by
armed gangs.

A first group of 75 sol-
diers arrived on Friday and
another 75 on Saturday, all
drafted from the military
police, according to Guate-
mala’s government.

A state of emergency
has been in place across
the Caribbean nation for
months as the government
battles violent gangs that
have taken control of much
of the capital Port-au-

was the first

gangs stormed Haiti’s two

gangs
- _:'___, o o e

Guatemalan security forces hold their country’s flag as they arrive in Haiti's capital Port-au-Prince.
This

left Haiti the poorest nation
in the Americas.

Prince.

The forces are in Hai-
ti to boost a United Na-
tions-backed security mis-
sion led by Kenya that has
so far failed to prevent vio-
lence from escalating.

Kenya sent nearly 400
police officers in June and
July last year to help com-

tranche of a UN-approved
international force that will
be made up of 2,500 offi-
cers from various countries.

A small number of forc-
es from Jamaica, Belize and
El Salvador are also in Haiti
as part of the mission and
the US is the operation’s
largest funder.

In March 2024, armed

biggest prisons, freeing
around 3,700 inmates.

The Ouest Department -
a region including Port-au-
Prince - was originally put
under a state of emergency
on 3 March, after escalating
violence gripped the capital.

Chronic instability, dic-
tatorships and natural disas-
ters in recent decades have

In 2021, President Jo-
venel Moise was assassinat-
ed by unidentified gunmen
in Port-au-Prince.

Since then the country
has been wracked by eco-
nomic chaos, little func-
tioning political control and
increasingly violent gang
warfare.

bat the gangs.

cont’d from pg 18

whom he has foisted on the population
as candidates for the 2025 General
Election, have brutalised businesses
and impoverished citizens, allowed
a violent crime crisis and destroyed
every independent institution in this
country.”

She also accused Rowley of taking
the country into a “failed state” and
questioned the timing of the govern-
ment’s announcement for a State of
Emergency.

“The government is in chaos. Why

make this announcement after calling
an SOE four days ago? It is clear that
this SOE was a political gimmick that
has already failed spectacularly,” the
opposition leader added.

Persad-Bissessar further accused
the prime minister of “leaving the
country in darkness.”

“His government’s incompetence
has plunged every sector into crisis.
Our economy is in shambles, crime is
rampant, and the safety and security of
our citizens are at an all-time low...
His legacy is one of failure, division,

and despair, leaving a nation in dark-
ness,” she said.

She did say however that her par-
ty is ready and willing to change this
and assured that plans were already
being developed to restore safety for
citizens.

“We have a comprehensive
crime-fighting plan that will restore
safety and security to our streets. We
will rebuild the economy, repair bro-
ken institutions, and bring hope back
to the people of Trinidad and Tobago,”
she said.
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Biden plans to send $8 billion

arms ship
¥

By Ana Faguy
The US Department of

State has notified Congress
of a planned $8bn (£6.4bn)
arms sale to Israel, an Amer-
ican official has confirmed
to the BBC.

The weapons consign-
ment, which needs approv-
al from House and Senate
committees, includes mis-
siles, shells and other muni-
tions.

The move comes just
over a fortnight before Pres-
ident Joe Biden leaves of-
fice. Washington has reject-
ed calls to suspend military
backing for Israel because
of the number of civilians
killed during the war in
Gaza.

In August, the US ap-
proved the sale of $20bn in
fighter jets and other mili-
tary equipment to Israel.

The latest planned ship-
ment contains air-to-air mis-
siles, Hellfire missiles, artil-
lery shells and bombs, the
US official said.

A source familiar with
the sale told the BBC on
Saturday: “The president
has made clear Israel has a
right to defend its citizens,
consistent with internation-
al law and international hu-
manitarian law, and to deter
aggression from Iran and its
proxy organisations.

“We will continue to
provide the capabilities nec-
essary for Israel’s defence.”

Biden has often de-
scribed US support for Isra-

men
"

t to Israel
h -

i

The planned arms sale comes just over a fortnight before Biden leaves office.

el as iron-clad.

The US is by far the big-
gest supplier of arms to Is-
rael, having helped it build
one of the most technolog-
ically sophisticated militar-
ies in the world.

According to the Stock-
holm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI),
the US accounted for 69%
of Israel’s imports of major
conventional arms between
2019 and 2023.

InMay 2024, the US con-
firmed it had paused a sin-
gle consignment of 2,0001b
and 500lb bombs over
concerns Israel was going
ahead with a major ground
operation in the southern
Gaza city of Rafah. But
Biden immediately faced a

backlash from Republicans
in Washington and from
Netanyahu who appeared
to compare it to an «arms
embargo». Biden  has
since partially lifted the
suspension and not repeated
it.

The planned shipment is
one of a number of steps tak-
en by the Biden administra-
tion in recent weeks, as the
outgoing president attempts
to shore up his legacy.

It will likely also be the
last planned weapons sale to
Israel before he leaves the
White House on 20 January
2025, when his successor
Donald Trump is inaugurat-
ed.

The president-elect has
previously spoken of end-

ing foreign conflicts, and of
reducing US involvement,
including during his re-elec-
tion bid.

Trump has positioned
himself as a staunch sup-
porter of Israel, but has
urged the American ally to
finish its military operation
in Gaza quickly.

Israel launched a cam-
paign to destroy Hamas
in response to the group’s
unprecedented attack on
southern Israel on 7 October
2023, in which about 1,200
people were killed and 251
others were taken hostage.

More than 45,580 peo-
ple have been killed in Gaza
since then, according to the
territory’s Hamas-run health
ministry.
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Ethiopia and Somalia

vow to s

By Damian Zane
The diplomatic dispute

between Ethiopia and So-
malia that had led to tense
regional relations has been
resolved, Somalia’s foreign
minister says.

Ahmed Moalim Fiqi’s
statement, carried by state
TV, said Somalia had made
no concessions. Ethiopia
has not commented on the
Somali claim, but said the
two countries had agreed to
“strengthen bilateral rela-
tions”.

The two neighbours
had been at loggerheads
since last January when
landlocked Ethiopia signed
a maritime deal with the
breakaway Somaliland,
which Somalia considers as
part of its territory.

Friday’s statement fol-
lows a visit to Somalia by
an Ethiopian delegation in
the latest sign of détente af-
ter a Turkey-brokered deal
announced last month.

Led by Ethiopian De-
fence Minister Aisha Mo-
hammed, the visit focused
on the future of the African
Union (AU) peacekeeping
mission in Somalia.

Ethiopia has thousands
of troops stationed in So-
malia which are not part of
the AU force and it has not
been clear what role they
will play in the future.

In its statement, Ethio-
pia said the two countries
had agreed to collaborate on

ren

. ]. M’ ll'
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Ethiopian Defence Minister Ais

warming relations.

the mission.

A statement from Soma-
lia’s foreign ministry was a
little more equivocal saying
the country had “expressed
its willingness to consider
Ethiopia’s request to con-
tribute forces” to the mis-
sion.

Somalia had previously
said it could expel Ethiopian
troops over the Somaliland
deal.

Throughout last year,
tension was high after Ethi-
opia announced plans to
build a naval base in So-
maliland. The breakaway
republic said the deal in-
cluded a commitment for
Ethiopia to officially rec-
ognise it as an independent
country, but Addis Ababa
never confirmed this.

At the time Somalia said

it saw the deal as an act of
“aggression” and an affront
to its sovereignty.

Somaliland, which
broke away from Somalia
more than 30 years ago, has
long been pushing for rec-
ognition.

Just weeks ago it would
have been unthinkable for
officials from Ethiopia’s de-
fence ministry to be holding
talks in the Somali capital,
Mogadishu.

Relations between the
neighbours were so bad,
there were fears a wider
regional feud was brewing
- with Ethiopia on one side
and Egypt backing the Mog-
adishu government.

But as a result of Tur-
key’s mediation, things have
improved, with both coun-
tries agreeing to recognise

gthen

ties

-ha Mohammed led a delegation to Mogadishu in a further sign of

each other’s sovereignty.

According to the Ankara
joint declaration of 12 De-
cember 2024, the Horn of
Africa neighbours are to re-
convene in February to hold
“technical talks”.

Until then, they are to

strive to reach “mutual-
ly beneficial commercial
arrangements” to ensure

Ethiopia gains access to the
sea “under Somalia’s sover-
eignty”.

It is not clear if Ethio-
pia has discarded the deal it
signed with Somaliland.

Somali state TV quoted
Fiqi as saying “that file...
was closed after Somalia’s
demands were tabled and
accepted but not due to con-
cession or setting aside the
principles we used to defend
our course”.
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New Zealand beat Sri Lanka | in first ODI

WELLINGTON, New Zealand
(AP) — Will Young made an unbeaten
90 and shared a 93-run opening part-
nership with Rachin Ravindra, which
propelled New Zealand to a nine wick-
et win over Sri Lanka in the first One-
Day International (ODI) on Sunday
to take a 1-0 lead in the three-match
series.

Earlier, Matt Henry took four for
19 as New Zealand bowled out Sri
Lanka for 178 in just over 43 overs
in a match played in chilly conditions
at the Basin Reserve. New Zealand
achieved victory at 180 for one in the
27th over.

Young posted his 11th ODI half
century and Ravindra returned to form
with a bright 45 from 36 balls, which
included six fours and a six. Mark
Chapman was 29 not out at the end.

“Obviously, changing formats and
getting back into some one-day crick-
et, the guys were excited,” said Henry
who took three of his wickets bowling
into the teeth of the gale. “It was great
to get the series underway.”

New Zealand won the toss and sent
Sri Lanka in to bat on a pitch that had
been covered because of recent rain,
suiting the home team’s four-pronged
pace attack.

A bitter southerly wind blasted
across the Basin Reserve throughout
the match, dropping temperatures to
14 degrees (57 Fahrenheit) in high
summer.

Avishka Fernando scored a gritty
half century in an 87-run partnership
with Janith Liyanage, which provided
the substance of Sri Lanka’s innings,
rallying the tourists after they had
slumped to 23 for four in the 10th over.

Fernando made 56, his fifth ODI
half century, and Liyanage made 36,
coming back into the Sri Lanka team
after missing the three-match Twen-
ty20 series, which New Zealand won

New Zealand’s Will Young bats during the first One-Day International cricket match
against Sri Lanka at the Basin Reserve in Wellington, New Zealand, Sunday, January

5, 2025. (AP)
2-1.

Henry, Nathan Smith, and Jacob
Duffy all claimed early wickets to
put Sri Lanka on the back foot, then
New Zealand captain Mitchell Sant-
ner broke the key partnership between
Fernando and Liyanage.

Santner took a wicket, effected a
run out, and took three catches from
Henry’s bowling to take a busy role in
Sri Lanka’s innings.

After a watchful start, Sri Lanka
lost the key wicket of opener Pathum
Nissanka in the fifth over.

Nissanka made 141 runs at an av-
erage of 47 in the T20 series. He had
made only nine runs on Sunday when
he tried to work a ball from Henry
through midwicket but, as it seamed
away, managed only to loop it to Sant-
ner at mid-off.

Santner produced a sharp piece of
fielding to run out Kamindu Mendis
(3) and captain Charith Asalanka was

caught by wicketkeeper Mitchell Hay
from Smith’s bowling.

Fernando and Liyanage steadily
rebuilt the Sri Lanka innings, carrying
it to 108 for four after 25 overs. The
26-year-old Fernando produced a de-
fiant innings, reaching his half century
from 52 balls, with six fours and a six.

Liyanage tried to hoist a ball from
Santner over the off side, but skied it
from a top edge and was caught by the
substitute fielder Michael Bracewell.
Fernando was out in the next over,
driving at a ball from Smith, which
sliced to Glenn Phillips at backward
point.

Chamindu Wickramasinghe and
Wanindu Hasaranga (35) put on 48 for
the seventh wicket before Henry re-
turned and dismissed Wickramasinghe
for 22.

The teams will meet again in the
second ODI at Seddon Park in Hamil-
ton on Wednesday.
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Cricket West Indies (CWI) has an-
nounced the schedule for the Bangla-
desh women’s team’s white-ball tour of
the West Indies, which is set to be held
in St. Kitts from January 14 to February
1, 2025.

The tour will feature three One-Day
Internationals (ODIs) and three T20 In-
ternationals (T20Is), all to be played at
Warner Park in Basseterre.

The Bangladesh team will arrive in
St. Kitts on January 14, ahead of the first
One-Day International (ODI) scheduled
for January 19. The ODI series will con-
tinue with the second match on January
21 and conclude on January 24.

Following the ODI series, the teams
will compete in three T20I matches on
January 27, 29, and 31.

CWI Acting Chief Executive Officer
Lynford Inverary expressed his enthusi-
asm for hosting the matches at Warner
Park.

¢ -

West Indies Women during a recent training session in India. (CWI I\/Iedla

CWI announces Bangladesh
women’s tour to the West Indies

“Warner Park has long been a signif-
icant venue for West Indies cricket, and
we are pleased to host the Bangladesh
Women’s team for this series.

‘These matches not only provide
a platform for high-quality cricket, but
also contribute to the development of the
sport in St. Kitts and the wider Leeward
Islands. We encourage the local fans
to come out in full support, creating an
electrifying atmosphere throughout the
series.”

In his remarks, CWI Director of
Cricket Miles Bascombe highlighted the
importance of the series.

“This series against Bangladesh is
crucial for us as we continue our cam-
paign in the 2025 ICC 50-Over Wom-
en’s Championship. The ODI series
carries significant weight for our World
Cup qualification hopes, while the T20I
matches will provide valuable prepara-
tion as we continue to build depth in our

squad.

“We expect competitive cricket
from both teams, and these matches will
be vital for assessing our progress and
fine-tuning our strategies for the chal-
lenges ahead in 2025.”

A strong performance against Ban-
gladesh, particularly in the ODI series,
1s crucial to acquire automatic qualifica-
tion. However, there will still be another
opportunity to qualify through the World
Cup Qualifying Tournament scheduled
a few months before the event.

The tour schedule includes dedicat-
ed practice sessions for both teams, with
morning sessions from 9:30 am to 12:30
pm and afternoon sessions from 1:30 pm
to 4:30 pm. Some evening practice ses-
sions are also scheduled from 6 pm to 9
pm.

Ticket and broadcast information
for the upcoming home series will be
announced in the coming weeks.
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Australia end 10-year wait
for series win over India

SYDNEY (Reuters) - Australia
held their collective nerve to clinch
a blockbuster five-Test series against
India 3-1 on Sunday and take custo-
dy of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy for
the first time in a decade.

In keeping with a pulsating se-
ries where momentum swung back
and forth by the session, the fifth Test
remained on a knife edge until the
final hour when Australia eased to a
six-wicket triumph.

Perhaps helped by Jasprit Bum-
rah’s inability to bowl because of a
back injury, Travis Head and debu-
tant Beau Webster guided Australia to
their victory target of 162 runs with
an unbroken fifth-wicket stand of 58
runs.

The win in front of a packed house
at a Sydney Cricket Ground (SCGQG)
bathed in pink for Glenn McGrath’s
cancer charity also ensured Australia
will defend their World Test Cham-
pionship title against South Africa at
Lord’s in June.

“It felt like it was kind of seesaw-
ing throughout the whole series so to
finish it 3-1, to hold the trophy, is an
amazing feeling,” said Australia skip-
per Pat Cummins.

The match had been played on fast
forward over the first two days with
15 wickets falling on Saturday, and
Australia removed four more in the
first hour on a sunny Sunday morning
to dismiss India for 157 in their sec-
ond innings.

In the absence of Player of the Se-
ries Bumrah, his fellow pace bowlers
Prasidh Krishna and Mohammed Siraj
kept Australian nerves on edge by re-
moving four top-order batters on the
spicy wicket.

Krishna sent back opener Sam

The Australians celebrate their series win with the Border- Gavaskar Trophy after beat-
ing India on the third day of the fifth cricket Test at the Sydney Cricket Ground in Syd-
ney, Australia, January 5, 2025. (Getty Images)

Konstas for 22, Marnus Labuschagne
for six and Steve Smith for four before
lunch, while Usman Khawaja was dis-
missed by Siraj for 41 after the break
to leave Australia on 104 for four.

Smith was particularly forlorn as
he trudged back to the dressing room
on 9,999 career runs, having been dis-
missed one run shy of becoming the
fourth Australian to pass the 10,000-
run milestone.

Head, who scored 34 not out, and
Webster, who was unbeaten on 39, got
the job done, however, the latter con-
tinuing his nerveless debut by club-
bing the winning runs with a straight
four.

“It was a little frustrating but
sometimes you have to respect your
body,” said Bumrah, who took 32
wickets over the five matches before
the back spasms struck on Saturday.

Australia’s victory was all the
more impressive for having been

achieved despite a 295-run thumping
in the series opener in Perth.

What Australia coach Andrew
McDonald described as the “genera-
tional” bowling talent on both teams
ensured that the batters were on the
back foot for much of the series with
big scores at a premium.

Only five centuries were scored,
two of them by Head with 140 in Aus-
tralia’s win in the day-night second
Test in Adelaide and 152 in the drawn
third Test in Brisbane.

For all the bowling talent on dis-
play over the series, it was back up
Australian paceman Scott Boland
who was named Player of the Match
in Sydney after finishing with figures
of 6-45 for a 10-wicket match haul.

The series felt like the end of an
era for India, who had overpowered
Australia on their last two tours, hav-
ing finally found a way to win Down
Under in 2018-19.
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Big wins for Sea View Farm and
Blue Jays in Second Division

Sea View Farm FC and Cedar
Grove Blue Jays notched up wins by
huge margins in the latest round of
matches in the Antigua and Barbuda
Football Association’s (ABFA) Sec-
ond Division League.

Markland Wright scored five
goals, and Rhezal Gomes scored twice
to propel Sea View Farm FC to their
seventh win in nine matches with an
11-0 drubbing of the Young Warriors
at the Sea View Farm playing field.

Wright had conversions in the
10th, 12th, 18th, 21st, and 33rd min-
utes, while Gomes scored in the sixth
and 27th minutes.

The other goals for Sea View Farm
were scored by Aijalon Joseph in the
32nd minute, Aaron Abbott in the 55th
minute, Ajazze Edwards in the 64th
minute, and Justin Hilaire in the 71st
minute.

The result ensured the Young War-
riors will remain on six points after
suffering their sixth defeat in eight
matches.

It also allows Sea View Farm
FC to move into second place in the
standings by advancing to 22 points
from nine matches. Sea View Farm
moved to within three points of lead-
ers National Parks English Harbour,
who have 25 points from 10 matches.

Maleke Francis scored four goals,
and Kishorn Hamilton struck a hat
trick as the Blue Jays soared to their
sixth win in eight matches with a 10-0

EACH ENDEAVOURING ALL ACHIEVING
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drubbing of Herberts FC at the Pigotts
playing field.

Francis had conversions in the
14th, 24th, 25th, and 31st minutes,
and Hamilton scored in the 29th, 34th,
and 38th minutes.

The other goals for the Blue Jays
were scored by Rajael Parchment in
the eighth minute, Ajahrie Hosier in
the 11th minute, and Tri-Zone Mat-
thew in the 26th minute.

The result allows the Cedar Grove

cont’d from pg 26
their sixth defeat in 10 matches.

Forward Deno Bryan struck a
hat trick to propel John Hughes to
their third win in 12 matches with
a 3-1 victory against the Potters Ti-
gers in Saturday’s opening game.

Bryan had conversions in the
11th, 23rd, and 66th minutes for

John Hughes, while Keon Greene
scored the only goal for the Potters
Tigers in the 37th minute.

The result allows John Hughes
to advance to 12 points from 12
matches, while the Potters Tigers
will remain on 11 points after suf-
fering their sixth loss in 11 match-
es.

= 7

Blue Jays to move on to 19 points
from eight matches.

Herberts FC, which will remain
second from the bottom of the Second
Division on goal difference with one
point after losing for the seventh time
in eight matches.

But two matches in the Second
Division were postponed. They are
the encounter at Glanville’s between
Glanville’s and the Young Lions of
Old Road and the match at PMS be-
tween Guydadli FC and West Ham
FC.

Glanville’s have one point from
six matches, while the Young Lions
have 10 points from seven encounters.

Guydadli FC has nine points from
seven matches, while West Ham FC
is currently in the cellar of the second
division after failing to record any
points from six matches.
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Grenades extend lead at
the top of Premier League

The Sandals and Inet
Jennings Grenades main-
tained their unbeaten run
and extended their lead at
the top of the standings
in the Antigua and Barbu-
da Football Association’s
(ABFA) Premier Division
League on Saturday.

The Grenades claimed
their ninth win in 11
matches with an 8-0 drub-
bing of the bottom team,
the Greenbay Hoppers, in
the last game of a Premier
League triple header at the
ABFA Technical Center.

Kamol Griffith scored a
hat trick with conversions
in the seventh, 47th, and
63rd minutes. Luis Cuidad
Labrada scored in the 26th
minute, and Quinton Grif-
fith had a 45th-minute con-
version as the Grenades
grabbed a three-nil lead at
halftime.

The other goals for the
Grenades were scored by
Malcolm Stewart in the
48th minute, D’Jarie Shep-
pard in the 80th minute,
and Rick Gordon in the
81st minute.

The result allows the
Grenades to advance to 29
points, four ahead of un-
beaten defending champi-
ons Special Security Ser-

vices and Bitar Pizza All
Saints United, which has
two games in hand.

It also ensures that the
Greenbay Hoppers remain
in the cellar of the 14-team
round-robin  competition
on three points after suf-
fering their 10th loss in 11
matches.

The Garden  Stars
claimed their seventh win
in 12 matches with a 4-2
victory against Five Is-

lands in Saturday’s second
game.

Goals by  Makhai
Browne in the 21st minute
and Courtney Clarke in the
32nd minute gave the Gar-
den Stars a two-nil lead at
halftime. But Five Islands
equalized by converting
two penalty kicks, which
were scored by Jaheim Jer-
emy in the 47th and 68th
minutes.

However, the Garden

Players of the Sandals and Inet Jennings Grenades football team

Stars scored two late goals
to secure their victory.
Wilden Cornwall Jr. had an
89th-minute  conversion,
and Kemoi Walsh scored
in the second minute of
added time.

The result ensures that
Garden Stars moved to
third place by advancing to
24 points from 12 matches.
Five Islands will remain on
10 points after suffering
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