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Writ of Election due today

The Constitutional process that
will eventually lead to the election
of a representative to fill the vacancy
in the St. Peter constituency created
with the death of former MP Asot Mi-
chael, is now in progress.

Last week, Prime Minister Gaston
Browne fulfilled the requirement for
him to formally write to the Governor
General asking for the commence-
ment of the several steps required to
fill the vacancy.

In a media statement, the Office
of the Prime Minister announced that
Prime Minister Browne had written to
the Governor General, as required by
the 1981 Constitution Order of Anti-
gua and Barbuda Section 41(3), to fill
the vacancy created in the Parliament.

“...where the seat of an elected

member of the House is vacant...
there shall be a by-election to fill the
seat in the House ...and that by-elec-
tion shall be held not later than 120
days after the date on which the seat
of the Member of the House became
vacant...”

And, the Representation of the
People (Amendment) Act No. 11 of
2002, specifying the time-frames
within which the by-election may be
held, the Prime Minister has directed
the Governor General to ensure that

the following steps be taken in accor-
dance with the law:

Monday 23 December 2024 — Is-
suance of the Writ of Election

Tuesday 31 December 2024 —
Day of Nomination of Candidates

Tuesday 14 January 2025 — Day
of by-Election in the St. Peter Con-
stituency

Having satisfied the requirements
of the Constitution and the law, a
by-election for the vacant seat in
the St. Peter Constituency shall take
place within 68 calendar days-- mi-
nus the ten Sundays and four public
holidays intervening-- on 14 January
2025, well within the 120 days stip-
ulated by the Constitution, following
the 5 November 2024 vacancy occur-
ring.
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Adventure on a guided aerial tour or charter to your next destination in style. Proudly operating the

state-of-the-art Airbus EC130, CalvinAir's flights combine safety, comfort and the highest calibre of service.

So soar around Montserrat's volcano, have lunch in St. Barths, or a picnic in Barbuda. The sky is no longer the limit.

For tours or charters call 268.789.HELI or visit calvinair.com.

CALVINAIR HELICOPTERS
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Letter from PM Browne
to the Governor General

GOVERNMENT OF ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
Office of the Prime Minister
Queen Elizabeth Highway
Tel. (268) 460-5100
St. John's
Fax. (268) 462-3225
Antigua and Barbuda
pmsecretariat@ab.gov.ag

16 December 2024

His Excellency Sir Rodney Williams K.C.M.G.
Governor General of Antigua and Barbuda
Government House

Independence Avenue, St. John’s
ANTIGUA and BARBUDA

Excellency,

[ present my compliments and wish to inform that, upon
the death of the Member of Parliament for the St. Peter
Constituency and the vacancy created thereby in the Par-
liament of Antigua and Barbuda, acting under the authority
vested in Section 41(3) of the Antigua and Barbuda Consti-
tution Order fo wit: “...where the seat of an elected mem-
ber of the House is vacant...there shall be a by-election to
fill the seat in the House ...and that by-election shall be
held not later than 120 days after the date on which the
seat of the Member of the House became vacant...” and
the Representation of the People (Amendment) Act.

In order to meet the Constitutional requirement that the
vacant seat of the Constituency of St. Peter be filled, and
acting under the authority conferred on the Prime Minister,
I direct that the following take place on the dates indicated:

Monday 23 December 2024 — Issuance of the Writ
of Election

Tuesday 31 December 2024 — Day of Nomination of
Candidates

Tuesday 14 January 2025 — Day of by-Election in the
St. Peter Constituency

I thank you, Excellency, for acting on this directive im-
mediately, and I avail myself of this opportunity to renew
to you the assurances of my highest regard and esteem.

Honourable Gaston Browne M.P.
Prime Minister

SIR LESTER BIRD MEDICAL CENTRE

WE'RE
HIRING

Located on a hill in the city
(St. John'’s), Sir Lester Bird
Mount St. John's Medical
Centre, a teaching hospital
serves a diverse group of
patients — from residents
to tourists.

»

Everything matters to us at
SLBMC. Because when it's
you and your family,
everything matters to you.

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre (SLBMC) employees are part
of a premier organization dedicated to excellence in patient
care and education. By working at SLBMC, you gain the
opportunity and the responsibility to make a real difference
in the world. Take a closer look at the open positions below
and submit your resume for consideration if you are
interested in helping contribute to the legacy of great
achievement and even greater promise at SLBMC.

OPEN POSITIONS:
® Scrub Technician @ Shift Supervisor
® MRI Assistant ® Pharmacy Technician
®@ HVAC Technician @ Electrician
@ Nursing Assistant ® IDEH Health Nurse
@ Quality Manager @ Pathology Attendant
@ Quality Coordinator @ Social Services Secretary
®@ Radiology Supervisor ® Administrative Assistant
Director of Operations
®@ Unit Nurse Manager
Oncology
@ Customer Experience

Agent

Submission Deadline: January 3, 2025.

To apply- visit us at: www.msjmc.org/careers
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ABLP to ‘crank-up’ the ‘Big Red Machine’

Now that that the date for the
by-election to fill the vacancy in
the St. Peter constituency has been
announced, the ruling Antigua and
Barbuda Labour Party is expected to
‘crank-up’ the Big Red Machine in
an effort to emerge victories in the
January 14, 2025, by-election.

Party sources say ABLP Polit-
ical Leader, Prime Minister Gaston
Browne is taking no chances and
both he and the leadership of the par-
ty are expected to launch a massive
campaign to return the seat into the
folds of the ABLP.

The sources acknowledged that
the campaign period is short and
they express the view that this was
deliberately done to keep the oppo-
sition United Progressive Party from
getting fully organized to undertake
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an effective campaign.

Already, there are suggestions
that the party is having a difficult
time identifying a suitable candidate
to take on the challenge of an elec-
tion campaign in less than a month.

With the candidate who contest-
ed the 2023 general elections — Pe-
ter Reds Deterville — having his own
challenges, he is not expected to be
available for the party to be a candi-
date this time around.

This means, that the eventual
candidate of the UPP will likely be
someone without the name recogni-
tion nor other ties to the constituency
and that this will make their candida-
cy an uphill task.

Nonetheless, the ABLP sources
said the party is not taking things for
granted and that the campaign will

JA BARBUDA MONTS

Holiday Operating Hours

December 24th

8:00am - 12:00pm

Tuesday December 31+

8:00am - 12:00pm

We encourage the public to continue using all available electronic banking services.
The ABMBA takes this opportunity to wish you a safe and happy holidays

Follow us for more updates @ABMBAOnNline ) ©)

ERRAT BANKERS ASSOCIATION

also concentrate on ensuring that
party supporters have applied for
replacement cards for those whose
cards that have expired.

Over the coming weeks, there is
expected to be a deluge of individu-
als converging on the registration of-
fices to have their expired Voter ID
Cards replaced.

With a second month’s salary due
to public servants before the end of
the month and with the One Nation
Concert taking place just days be-
fore the by-election, the ABLP must
feel fairly good about its chances to
emerge victorious.

The ABLP’s Caretaker for almost
two years, Senator Rawdon Turner
is expected to be nominated by the
party on Nomination Day, December
31.
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One Nation Music Festival: Two
hights of unforgettable entertainment!

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Festivals Commission
publicly acknowledges and
extends its heartfelt thanks
to the sponsors of the One
Nation Music Festival, an
exciting two-night interna-
tional festival set to take

place on January 11th and
12th, 2025.

OUR ESTEEMED
SPONSORS
Executive  Producers:

- The Government of An-
tigua and Barbuda, Anti-
gua and Barbuda Festivals
Commission, Antigua Bar-
buda Tourism Authority
and Citizenship by Invest-
ment Unit.

Partner Producers: -
Brydens, Carib, Remy Mar-
tin, INET, Arton Capital,
Point Broadcast Network
and LAVA International.

Media Partners: - An-
tigua Barbuda Broadcast-
ing (ABS — TV & Radio),
Bakanal TV, Flava FM,
Jump FM and VIBZ FM

The longstanding One
Nation Concert has transi-
tioned into a dynamic two-
night music festival, show-
casing a diverse lineup of
musical genres, including
Soca, Reggae, Dance-
hall, Soft Rock, Bouyon,
Afrobeat, and Gospel.

The highly anticipated
International Music Fes-
tival will feature perfor-
mances from renowned art-
ists such as Pastor Donnie
McClurkin, Reggae Super-

star Barrington Levy, Pas-
tor Tim Godfrey, Grammy
Nominated Shenseea, the
melodious JohnMark Wig-
gan, the legendary Original
Burning Flames, and the
inspirational Blessed Mes-
senger, among others gos-
pel artistes.

Local icons like Clau-
dette Peters and Tian Win-
ter will also grace the stage,
ensuring a captivating ex-
perience for all attendees.

Amb. Elizabeth Mak-

houl, Chairperson of the
Antigua and Barbuda Fes-
tivals Commission, ex-
pressed her gratitude to the
sponsors: “We would like
to sincerely thank our gra-
cious sponsors for coming
on board to support this in-
augural One Nation Music
Festival.

The success of this
event is a win for all of us,
further solidifying Antigua
and Barbuda as the Eastern
Caribbean’s Capital Events

Hub”.

Amb. Makhoul went on
to say, “the response from
the public has been over-
whelming, and we encour-
age everyone to continue
supporting this inaugural
International Music Festi-
val.”

Join us to celebrate mu-
sic, culture, and unity at the
One Nation Music Festival,
where we come together as
One People, One Love...
One Nation.

STATE INSURANCE

Live in a better State of mind

. '("'2.68-}::!;8]-?800/04 58 [263) 727-7422 i info@siclfinancial.com & wwwisiclfinancial.com © O W
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CBH launches food safety education
programme for the holidays

The Christmas holidays are usually
a time of the year when much cooking
takes place in homes across Antigua and
Barbuda.

It is with this in mind that the Cen-
tral Board of Health has launched an ed-
ucational campaign to inform the public
of the several food safety tips that they
should practice to prevent food-borne
diseases during the holiday season.

Principal Public Health Inspector,
Julienne Mannix-Galloway, said the

CALL: 562-3989 OR 562-2991 | Us: 718 285 7889
FACEBOOK LIVE @ POINTE FM99.1

CBH is utilizing both social and tradi-
tional media to get the message out to
members of the public.

“We have posted ten food safety tips
on our social media accounts including
Facebook and our WhatsApp group to
get the message to the public. Addition-
ally, we have recorded the these into a
public service announcement (PSA)
which will be distributed to local radio
stations to be aired,” she noted.

Mannix-Galloway said the hope is

M
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Principal Public Health Inspector, Juli-
enne Mannix-Galloway,

for homeowners to put the measures
into practice for the safety of all who
will partake of the several dishes that
will be prepared as families get together
for the traditional holiday celebrations.

“Our primary concern is to avoid
food-borne diseases to disrupt the many
family gatherings taking place over the
festive holiday season.

These tips are easy to follow and it
is our hope that these tips will be prac-
ticed not just at Christmas time, but
throughout the year,” she stated.

The food safety tips are;

‘Clean hands — safe food’, Wash
hands before beginning food prepara-
tion

‘A little temperature goes a long
way — Cook it safe’

Cold enough? Check fridge to en-
sure that food is kept fresh and safe

No tasting, no risk — keep dough
away from little hands

Thaw safely, feast safely; don’t rush
the process

Space to chill — don’t overcrowd the
fridge

Hot or cold, keep it bold — serve
food at the right temperature

Reheat right, keep it safe — Don’t
skip the thermometer

Cut right, keep it tight — separate
meats from veggies

When in doubt throw it out — better
be safe than sorry
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LIAT20 opens route to Jamaica, a

first for an Antigua-based airline

LIAT20 proudly cele-
brated a historic milestone
with the successful comple-
tion of its inaugural flight
to Jamaica. The event, held
at Norman Manley Interna-

tional Airport in Kingston,
marked a significant step in
expanding the airline’s re-
gional connectivity.
Dignitaries, including

the Mayor of Kingston, Am-

bassador Brian Challeng-
er, CEO of LIAT20 Hafsah
Abdulsalam and other dis-
tinguished guests, graced
the occasion, emphasizing
the importance of this new

route. In his address, the
Mayor welcomed the direct
flight option between Ja-
maica and Antigua and the
wider region.

The ceremony included
cultural performances, the
traditional water cannon sa-
lute, and the unveiling of LI-
AT20’s vision for seamless
travel across the Caribbean.
LIAT20’s CEO expressed
gratitude to all stakeholders,
reiterating the airline’s mis-
sion of fostering seamless
connectivity, and making
travel more accessible for
everyone.

This new milestone is a
testament of LIAT20’s on-
going mission to seamlessly
connect the Caribbean, as
it continues to soar to new
heights in regional travel.
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One of the nation’s old-
est citizens - Jane Lucretia
Ryan — celebrated her 102
birthday last Saturday.

Among those celebrat-
ing this remarkable mile-
stone with the member of
the Centenarian Club was
the Governor General, Sir
Rodney Williams, who
joined family and friends in
fellowship with Ryan on her
102nd birthday. The celebra-
tion was a joyous occasion
held in honor of Mrs. Ryan,
who was born on December
21, 1922, in the Dominican
Republic and has resided in
Dominica, Montserrat, and
Antigua and Barbuda.

During the wvisit, Sir

Rodney congratulated Mrs.
Ryan on her longevity and

praised her family for the
exceptional care and love
they have provided. He also
presented a special gift to
the centenarian as a token of
appreciation and acknowl-
edgment of her significant
contributions as a home-
maker, talented cake mak-
er, and self-taught culinary
artist.

Mrs. Ryan, a moth-
er, grandmother, and
great-grandmother, is a
proud member of the Vil-
la Seventh-day Adventist
Church and was a longtime

1
singer in the St. John’s SDA
Church choir. Her life is
marked by resilience, faith,
and dedication to her fam-
ily and community. She is
cherished for her vibrant
personality, strong beliefs in

s L)

prayer, and a legacy of hard
work and generosity.

The Office of the Gov-
ernor General extends best
wishes to Mrs. Ryan for
continued health and happi-
ness.



MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER 2024




MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER 2024

PAGE 10

Local News

polREE B

Former AGHS students pen
book about their alma mater

Several former students of Antigua
Girls High School, the nation’s oldest
all-girls educational institution, have
written a book highlighting their times
at the school during the decades of the
1950’s, 60’s and 70’s.

The book - Memories of Antigua
Girls’ High School: 50°s, 60’s, 70’s —
is now available on Amazon, and one
of the contributors — Erene Anthony,
who resides in Canada, is currently
visiting Antigua and is seeking to pro-
mote the book locally.

She said there were thirteen per-
sons who stared a WhatsApp group
during the pandemic as a way of keep-
ing in touch and out of their many
conversations the idea of sharing their
individual experiences as former stu-
dents of the AGHS took root and even-
tually led to the book. Nine of the thir-
teen were contributors to the book.

“This book will take you down

ST

Erene Anthony
memory lane, with “a-ha” moments
of recollection if you attended the An-
tigua Girls’ High School in the ‘50s,
‘60s or “70s.

“For those of you who did not, you
will get insights into various aspects of
school and home life in bygone years
in the nation of Antigua and Barbu-
da that will keep you on the edge of
your seat wanting to learn more,” the

— — s

Memories of Antigua
Girls' High School

’50s, '60s & "70s

A COLLECTION OF WRITINGS
EY SEVERAL AGHS ALUMNI
Editors: Innes Hoese and Carmen Carr Downes

book’s liner notes stated.

Anthony is encouraging all of An-
tiguans and Barbudans to purchase
copies of the book as whatever funds
are raised will be donated to the AGHS
to assist with school projects.
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Sheku Kanneh-Mason cancels concert after
airline refused a seat for his $3 Million cello

An award-winning Brit-
ish cellist who performed
at the wedding of the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex was
forced to postpone a concert
after his pre-booked cello
was denied boarding by Air
Canada.

Sheku Kanneh-Mason,
25, who has Antigua and
Barbuda roots and who per-
formed at the Royal Wed-
ding aged just 19, released a
joint statement on his social
media with his sister, pianist
Isata Kanneh-Mason, that
they would have to postpone
their Toronto show on their
winter tour.

The duo was booked to
perform at the Koerner Hall
on 11 December but had “se-
vere misfortune” with flights
while trying to reach the Ca-
nadian city.

“First we had delays,
then a cancellation, and the
day concluded by being de-
nied boarding with the cello
- despite having a confirmed
seat for it - on a new, final
flight into Toronto,” they
wrote.

“After nine anxious
hours at the airport, we real-
ised our journey wasn’t go-
ing to be possible.”

“We can only dream
of a time when all airlines
have a standardised, glob-
al and carefully considered
approach to the carriage of
precious instruments that are
booked to travel in the cab-
in,” they said, adding they
will find a new date in To-
ronto next year and tagged
Air Canada in the post.

The siblings were flying
from Cincinnati to Toronto,
with a connecting flight in
Washington. Their original
flight with American Airlines
was delayed and then can-
celled, so they decided to buy
tickets on a new flight to To-
ronto with Air Canada, also
booking a seat for the cello,

a spokesperson for the cellist
told The New York Times.

However, Mr Kan-
neh-Mason said that they
were given ‘“conflicting in-
formation” by the airline,
which resulted with staff de-
nying their boarding with the
cello at the gate.

Mr Kanneh-Mason’s cel-

0N AR
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lo is no ordinary instrument.
It was made by Venetian lu-
thier Matteo Goffriller more
than 300 years ago and was
given to Mr Kanneh-Mason
in 2021 on an indefinite loan.
It is believed to be worth
around €3m ($3.1m), accord-
ing to a video from German
broadcaster Deutsche Welle.

Your Monday Conversations, this and every Monday!

6:30pm - 8:30pm

HOSTS:

Michael Freeland and Senator Rawdon Turner

CALL 562- 3989 OR 562-2991 (US) 718-285-7889 FACEBOOK LIVE @POINTE FM99.1
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The Spirit of Giving: The
Enduring Value of ABLP
Christmas Traditions

By Hon. Daryll S. Matthew
Parliamentary  Representative,
St. John'’s Rural South

As the Christmas season ap-
proaches, communities across Anti-
gua and Barbuda eagerly anticipate a
hallmark of the holiday season—the
vibrant constituency Christmas par-
ties and the cherished distribution
of hams and turkeys by the Antigua
and Barbuda Labour Party (ABLP).
While this long-standing tradition
has come under criticism from the
United Progressive Party (UPP), the
ABLP remains steadfast in its com-
mitment to fostering generosity, and
the true spirit of Christmas within
every constituency.

These events are not just cele-
brations—they are a demonstration
of the ABLP’s dedication to commu-
nity development and support. By
hosting Christmas parties, the ABLP
creates a space for constituents to
come together, share joy, and build
bonds that transcend political lines.
These gatherings provide opportuni-
ties for constituents to connect and
for individuals to feel a sense of be-
longing and togetherness, which are
vital during the holiday season.

The distribution of hams and tur-
keys is another cherished tradition
that reflects the ABLP’s philosophy
of compassion and care for all citi-
zens. For many families, this gesture
ensures a brighter Christmas table.
It is a small but meaningful way to
share the blessings of the season and
ensure that no one is left behind.

Critics may argue that these tra-

ditions are superficial or unneces-
sary, but their impact is profound.
The ABLP recognizes that Christ-
mas is a time to uplift spirits, bridge
divides, and remind every citizen of
their inherent worth and importance
within the community. These initia-
tives are not about politics—they are
about people, and the enduring com-
mitment to ensuring that every home
feels the warmth and joy of the sea-
son.

The UPP’s ridicule of these ef-
forts highlights a fundamental differ-
ence in priorities. Where the ABLP
sees the importance of togetherness,
community, and generosity, the UPP

chooses to dismiss these values.
Nevertheless, we the members of
the ABLP remain undeterred, un-
derstanding that the true essence of
leadership is serving the people and
enriching their lives.

As we celebrate another festive
season, the Antigua and Barbuda
Labour Party proudly continues this
cherished tradition, knowing that its
value is evident in the smiles of chil-
dren, the gratitude of families, and
the strengthened bonds within our
communities. After all, Christmas is
about love, unity, and giving—and
these principles will always remain
at the heart of the ABLP’s mission.
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Albania declares one-year
TikTok ban over stabbing

By Thomas Mackintosh

Albania’s prime minister has an-
nounced the government intends to
block access to TikTok for one year af-
ter the killing of a schoolboy last month
raised fears about the influence of social
media on children.

Speaking on Saturday Edi Rama de-
clared the proposed ban would start in
January.

TikTok said it is seeking urgent clar-
ifications from the Albanian government
about the proposed ban.

The social media platform told the
BBC it had found no evidence the per-
son who allegedly stabbed the 14-year-
old boy, or the victim himself, had Tik-
Tok accounts.

During a meeting in Albania’s cap-
ital Tirana with teachers, parents and
psychologists Rama branded TikTok as
“the thug of the neighbourhood”.

“We are going to close it for a year
and we are going to start rolling out pro-
grams that will serve the education of
students and help parents follow their

children’s journey,” Rama said.

The blocking of TikTok comes less
than a month after the 14-year-old stu-
dent was killed and another injured in
a fight near a school in southern Tirana
which had its roots in a confrontation on
social media.

The killing sparked a debate in Al-
bania among parents, psychologists and
educational institutions about the impact
of social networks on young people.

“In China, TikTok promotes how
students can take courses, how to pro-
tect nature, how to keep traditions, but
on the TikTok outside China we see only
scum and mud. Why do we need this?”,
Rama said.

TikTok 1is already banned in In-
dia, which was one of the app’s largest
markets before it was outlawed in June
2020. It is also blocked in Iran, Nepal,
Afghanistan and Somalia.

TikTok is also fighting against a law
passed by the US Congress which would
ban the app from 19 January unless it is
sold by ByteDance - its Chinese parent

company.

The US Supreme Court has agreed
to hear last-minute legal arguments
from TikTok as to why it should not be
banned or sold with a hearing scheduled
for 10 January - just days before the 19
January deadline imposed by Congress.

The US government is taking action
against the app because of what it says
are its links to the Chinese state - links
which TikTok and ByteDance have
denied. Several European countries in-
cluding France, Germany and Belgium
have enforced restrictions on social me-
dia use for children.

In November Australia passed the
world’s strictest measures by voting to
ban children under the age of 16 from
using social media.

That particular ban will take at least
a year to implement.

UK Technology Secretary Peter
Kyle told the BBC that a similar ban for
under-16s is «on the table» but added
that he wanted to see more evidence
first.
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Little Christmas treat

By Tony Deyal

Many years ago when
I was a little boy, we used
to sing and beg as a Christ-
mas gift from the Almighty
and, to make sure, added
the Tooth Fairy in the mix,
“All I want for Christmas is
my two front teeth, my two
front teeth ... .” Now, at 79,
and having spent a lot of
time and money over many
ears with dentists, I have
changed my tune to, “All I
have this Christmas is my
two fake teeth, my two fake
teeth ... .”

I also have to be very
careful with pronunciation.
That way, I don’t end up
with “tit” for “tat”. While
this is better than “chat” for
“cat”, the worst part is that it
will make any old man like
me feel young and restless.
This then puts me in the coal
hole for months.

When [ studied and
worked in Canada and the
US, all we got for Christ-
mas were “two front sleets
... .~ However, that was not
as bad as days in the Carib-
bean with much more than
“two months’ heat” or three
months’ sweat instead of
sweet.

Actually, it was still bet-
ter than my early schooldays
in Trinidad where all 1 got
from teachers, regardless of
the time, were “a hard licks
beat” with whips, special
paddles and leather straps.
On the other hand, at recess
or on the way home from
school, what caused the lack
of front teeth was that all we

had, and not just for Christ-
mas, were much more than
two front sweets.

What was for us, the
best and brightest, were the
streets as we “limed” or
hung out. Instead of going to
school, we went to the cin-
emas and carried our ciga-
rettes with us.

While those days and
times were important, the
hearts, souls and expectation
were locked into Christmas.
We heard it from the ra-
dio that, “Christmas comes
at once a year, and when it
does it brings good cheer”.
Some even said, “Chair.”

But they were all second-
ary to, “Christmas comes but
once a year and everybody
must have their share!” And
we, the young ones, definite-
ly did. When I was growing
up, my father, his friends,
the neighbours, our relatives
and everyone else we knew
were into Christmas in a big
way. The spirit was definite-
ly not singular.

It was more than plu-
ral even. It was fun, games,
songs, food and drinks. Es-
pecially drinks! It was le-
gion. No matter that the
spirits were the same ones in
which my family and other
seekers after spiritual salva-
tion sought solace during the
year.

When Christmas came,
these spirits abounded, mul-
tiplied, overflowed even,
and, in such a gay atmo-
sphere, came out of the
closets and cupboards and
flowed freely. I cannot say

Tony Deyal

“like water”, since rural
Trinidad, in which I lived
at the time, always had (and
still has) serious water short-
ages.

The drought, fortunate-
ly, only applied to water and
did not affect the spirits of
the inhabitants. I still have
old photographs of Christ-
mas in which our high spir-
its are captured in Black and
White, among others., The
malignant spirits were given
the treatment they deserved.

We beat the John-
ny Walker until it became
black, then blue. The num-
ber of spirits we raised were
enough to call each Christ-
mas a “séance”.

I went to university in
Canada and came home ev-
ery Christmas supposedly
to be with my wife and chil-
dren.

However, that was very
late in the night or when
they forced me to wake up
in the morning.

What I had done as a
Caribbean man in Cana-
da was to show them that I

did not want their liquor. I
wanted mine - Vat 19 Rum
from Trinidad, Mount Gay
from Barbados, and any one
from Jamaica, especially the
“Plantation”. What was fun-
ny is that my Trini friends,
much more black than white
or brown, were into the
British alcohol liquor and
refused to drink anything
Caribbean. However, be-
cause of our friendship since
childhood, they had to buy
at least one bottle of Vat 19
for me.

A major part of the
Christmas was the singers
who I hung out with, espe-
cially the great Daisy Voi-
sin. She was known as the
‘Queen of Parang’, a tradi-
tional folk music of merry-
making that was not just as-
sociated with Christmas but,
especially when the liquor
was flowing, was Christmas
and New Year’s all in one.

My mother was not
into the alcohol at all. She
was into curtains. I saw this
in many of the Caribbean

cont’d on pg 15
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USVI sweeps major categories
2025 Caribbean Travel Awards

The US Virgin Islands has nabbed
four awards in this year’s Caribbean
Travel Awards.

St Croix claimed the title of Ca-
ribbean Culinary Destination, earning
praise for its vibrant restaurant scene.

In the maritime category, the US
Virgin Islands was named Caribbean
Yachting Destination of the Year.

The territory also secured Event
Destination of the Year.

Adding to the territory’s accolades,
local restaurateur Chef David ‘Benji’
Benjamin, owner of St Thomas estab-
lishments Blue Eleven and Indigo 4,
was named Caribbean Chef of the Year
for his innovative approach to modern
Caribbean cuisine.

Tourism Commissioner Joseph Bo-
schulte welcomed the recognition from
Caribbean Journal, stating, “This recog-
nition from Caribbean Journal further

reinforces the success of our continued
efforts to spotlight the territory and
all that we have to offer as one of the
premier Caribbean destinations. As we
look to 2025, we aim, together with our
partners from across St Croix, St John,
and St Thomas, to continue to grow,
spotlight, and represent this beautiful

place we call home and welcome the
world to our shores to fall ‘Naturally in
Rhythm’ the Virgin Islands way.”

The Caribbean Travel Awards, now
in its 11th year, evaluates excellence
across 36 categories in Caribbean tour-
ism, with winners selected by leading
experts in Caribbean travel.

cont’d from pg 14

countries where I lived and
worked. Curtains open and
close the festival season, re-
vealing to the world a house
that was “put away” (as my
family and neighbours used
to say).

There was the oilcloth
“table ‘clort’” and the plas-
tic kitchen curtains full of
foreign fruits; the stretchy,
springy metal curtain ‘rods’
with the little hooks at the
end holding on to bent nails
on both sides of the window
frame; the linoleum of as
many colours as Joseph’s
coat; and the smell of boiling
ham and baking fruit cake.

The little  wooden
Christmas tree with its arti-
ficial snow on silver paper,
dull bulbs saying hallo down

below, was a prop, mere
window dressing. The living
room curtains were the piece
de resistance.

New living room and
dining room furniture of
shining chrome and plastic
backs proved the point that
a chair was still a chair even
when there was no one sit-
ting there.

But a house was not a
home without curtains. Even
when Christmas was just
around the corner, it did not
turn the bend until the cur-
tains were up and our moth-
ers stepped back to admire
their handiwork.

Driven round the bend
yourself with having to wait
for food and find some nails
and pound your fingers, you
were merely a bit player

who just strutted and fretted,
but of no great pith and mo-
ment, signifying nothing re-
ally. The curtains were stage
right, left and centre.

The one thing that was
always with me, regardless
of where 1 was, what I was
drinking or just sipping,
what we were singing or just
faking, was the humour and
jokes. It is the one thing that
holds us together, something
like cricket in the Caribbean.

This is why it is the best
that I have saved for last. So,
how much does Santa pay
for parking? Nothing. It’s on
the house, or when we were
young, our house.

So then, why was Santa
always smiling? Because he
knows where all the naughty
girls are. In our secondary

school, this was a biggie.

The brighter boys in our
secondary school had this
one. “What do you call a stu-
dent who is afraid of Santa?”
Claustrophobic. And what
do you call people like me
who grabbed the gifts but
didn’t believe in Santa?

I was one of them be-
cause I always saw what
my mother had bought and
thought she had hidden, as
well as the tissue paper, rib-
bon and a card. I was, and
still am, a rebel without a
Claus.

Tony Deyal was laugh-
ing when he was told that
Santa’s helpers were Sub-
ordinate Clauses and they
had to help with Santa’s
three gardens- hoe, hoe,
hoe!
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Grenada: New initiative tackles
period poverty among youth

A collaborative project aimed at
supporting menstrual health among
vulnerable young women in Grenada
has successfully concluded, organizers
announced this week

The initiative, “Empowering Girls
in Grenada to Navigate Their Periods
with Dignity,” targeted students at the
Programme for Adolescent Mothers
(PAM) and Grand Anse School for So-
cial Development.

Spearheaded by Soroptimist
International Grenada, the project
partnered with the Ministry of
Community and Social Development,
Housing and Gender Affairs, alongside
Cuso International.

Participants  received  Dignity
Packages containing essential hygiene
products including sanitary pads,
wipes, toothpaste, toothbrushes, body

Women’s Rights Advocate Elaine Hen-
ry-McQueen. Photo: Grenada information
Service.
lotion, soap, and deodorant.

These supplies were distributed
to help young women maintain prop-
er hygiene and focus on their educa-

tion without concerns about menstrual
care.

“This initiative wasn’t just about
providing products, it was about en-
suring these girls understand that they
are equal and capable of achieving
their dreams regardless of the chal-
lenges they faced,” Women’s Rights
Advocate Elaine Henry-McQueen told
reporters.

The program has received positive
feedback from recipients, with many
expressing appreciation for resources
that will help them manage their peri-
ods with greater confidence.

Project organizers say they remain
committed to advocating for girls’
health and wellbeing in Grenada, with
plans to develop future initiatives sup-
porting young women in the commu-
nity.
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Syria’s minorities seek security
as country charts new future

By Yogita Limaye
Driving into Mezzeh 86, a work-

ing-class neighbourhood in the west
of Damascus, we are waved through
a checkpoint manned by fighters from
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).

Buildings are rundown and in need
of repairs.

This area is dominated by people
from Bashar al-Assad’s Alawite sect,
an offshoot of Shia Islam whose mem-
bers make up one of Syria’s biggest
religious minorities.

Alawites controlled power in the
predominantly Sunni Muslim country
for the 50 years of the Assad family’s
rule, holding top positions in the gov-
ernment, military and intelligence ser-
vices.

Now, many from the community
fear reprisals following the overthrow
of the Assad regime by rebels led by
HTS, a Sunni Islamist group that was
once al-Qaeda affiliate in Syria.

Dozens of Alawites who we had
contacted by phone had refused to
speak to us, with many saying they
were scared.

In Mezzeh 86, the presence of HTS
fighters at a checkpoint did not appear
to be a source of anxiety.

Many Alawites did come up and
speak with us - keen to distance them-
selves from Assad’s regime.

“During the Assad regime, the ste-
reotype about the Alawites is that they
got all the work opportunities and that
they are wealthy. But, in fact, most
Alawites are poor and you’ll only find
one among a thousand who is rich,”
said Mohammad Shaheen, a 26-year-
old pharmacy student.

“Even when HTS went to Alaw-
ite villages near the coast, they found
all villages were poor. Only the Assad
family amassed wealth,” he added, re-
ferring to the Alawite heartland in the

P == -
7= A A e =

- -

=Y l"»\- e .

In Damascus, members of Assad’s Alawite sect now fear reprisals.

country’s west.

Hasan Dawood, a shopkeeper,
chimed in: “We were slaves for him -
drivers, cooks and cleaners.”

There’s also a sense of betrayal.

“Bashar was a traitor. And the way
he fled was cowardly. He should have
at least addressed people and told us
what was happening. He left without a
word, which made the situation chaot-
ic,” said Mohammad.

But people from the Alawite com-
munity, and indeed from this neigh-
bourhood, did serve in Assad’s brutal
security forces. Do they fear reprisals
against them, we asked.

“Those who were in the military
and did bad things have fled. No-one
knows where they are. They are afraid
of revenge,” said Thaier Shaheen, a
construction worker.

“But people who don’t have blood
on their hands, they are not scared, and
have stayed back.”

There have been reports of a few
reprisal killings in parts of the country,
but so far there is no evidence to sug-
gest they were carried out by HTS.

“Until now, we are OK. We are
talking to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and
they are respectful. But there are peo-
ple who aren’t from HTS but pretend
to be them who are making threats.

They want our society to fail and they
are the ones we are scared of,” said
Mohammad.

After taking control of Damas-
cus, HTS and its allies said those from
the deposed regime who had been in-
volved in torture and killings would be
held to account, although it is unclear
so far what form that justice will take.

HTS also said that the rights and
freedoms of religious and ethnic mi-
norities would be protected.

The group has a jihadist past which
it has distanced itself from. But it has
an Islamist present, and many are ask-
ing what that will mean for Syria’s
plural society.

“I’m so happy because the Assad
regime fell. This is like a dream come
true. No-one wants to live under dicta-
torship. But there is concern. I have to
be realistic,” said Youssef Sabbagh, a
Christian lawyer.

“HTS are here now, and they are
an Islamic militia. That’s what they
are. [ wish, I pray they will be a mod-
ern Islamic militia.”

“I speak not just as a Christian, a
lot of Syrians, Muslims and everyone,
we don’t want Syria to become anoth-
er Afghanistan, we don’t want to be-
come a new Libya. We have already

cont’d on pg 18
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German police probe market
attack security andwarnmgs

German authorities are
facing questions about se-
curity and what they knew
about the suspect accused of
using an access lane for emer-
gency vehicles to drive into a
Christmas market in Magde-
burg, killing five people and
injuring more than 200.

On a visit on Saturday,
politicians were heckled by
members of the public, some
seemingly outraged by what
was criticised as a security
lapse.

German authorities have
defended the market’s layout

and security.

Authorities are also field-
ing questions after reports
they were warned last year
about the suspect, with police

saying they had evaluated
whether the suspect might be
a threat a year ago.

The suspect has been
ordered into pre-trial deten-

tion on counts of murder,
attempted  murder
dangerous bodily harm.

Usually at this time of
the year, German city centres
are full of shoppers and rev-
ellers drinking mulled wine,
but this year the mood is very
different.

The main Christmas mar-
ket is cordoned off by tape
and surrounded by police
vans as armed officers patrol
the shops and malls nearby.

There is sadness in the

air in Magdeburg, as well as
cont’d on pg 19

and

cont’d from pg 17
suffered a lot.”

Syria’s Christian community is
one of the oldest in the world, with the
country home to some renowned holy
sites.

When the uprising against Assad
began in 2011, Christians were ini-
tially cautious about taking sides, but
eventually members from the commu-
nity fought on both sides of the con-
flict.

In the past week, the Archbishop of
Homs, Jacques Murad, told the BBC
there had already been three meetings
with HTS, and they had been able to
express their views and concerns hon-
estly.

So far, the signs are re-assuring for
many Christians. Bars and restaurants
serving alcohol are open in the Chris-
tian quarter of Old Damascus and in
other parts of the city. Christmas deco-
rations are also up in many places.

At a restaurant in the Old City, we
met lawyer Ouday al-Khayat, who is a
Shia Muslim.

“There’s no doubt that there’s an-
ticipation and anxiety. The signs that

come from HTS are good, but we must
wait and watch,” he said.

“It’s not possible to know the opin-
ions of all Shia but there is a concern
about a scenario similar to Libya or
Iraq. I believe, though, that Syria is
different. Syrian society has been di-
verse for a very long time.”

We drove around 110km (70 miles)
south-east of Damascus, through black
volcanic hills, to the city of Suwei-
da, which is home to most of Syria’s
Druze population.

The Druze faith is another offshoot
of Shia Islam, but has its own unique
identity and beliefs.

Many Druze were loyal to the As-
sad regime, who they believed would
protect minorities. But opposition
grew steadily during the war, and there
were frequent protests in recent years.

The latest started in Suweida’s
central square in August 2023 and
continued until the day the regime fell.

Activist Wajiha al-Hajjar believes
that the protests were not brutally
cracked down on like others in Syr-
ia, because Assad wanted to show the
world and his foreign allies that he was

protecting minorities.

“They did try to suppress our pro-
test but in a different way - not through
weapons or shelling, but by depriving
us of passports and civil rights, and ac-
cess to official documents. It became
difficult to leave Suweida and a kind
of siege was imposed,” she said.

Hundreds still gather at the square
every day. When we visited, there was
an air of celebration. Songs were blar-
ing on a loudspeaker, and young girls
and boys were doing a gymnastics per-
formance, their families clapping and
cheering for them.

“We are celebrating the fall of
the regime, but this gathering is also
a show of strength. In the event that
there is an extreme regime with ex-
treme laws, we are prepared to stay in
this square and demand our rights and
demand equality,” Wajiha said.

Suweida had a quasi-autonomous
status under Assad, and the Druze
want that to continue.

It is just one example of the diver-
sity and complexity of Syrian society,
and the challenges facing the country’s
new government.
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baftlement and anger, as people ask how
could this have happened.

As politicians walked out of the cor-
doned-off market during their visit on
Saturday, they were met with booing
and heckling and shouts of “hau ab”, an
extremely aggressive form of “get lost”.

Some people seemed enraged by a
perceived lapse in security. Others ap-
peared simply annoyed and irritated in
general at Germany’s political leaders.

Security has ramped up at Christmas
markets across Germany since a similar
attack in Berlin in 2016 when a man
drove a lorry into a market crowd, kill-
ing 12 people.

Open-plan Christmas markets now
have some sort of barrier around them
— typically large concrete blocks,
which is the case in Magdeburg.

However, the gap in the barriers was
large enough to allow emergency vehi-
cles to pass through.

City official Ronni Krug told report-
ers at a press conference on Saturday
that emergency responders needed an
evacuation route in case of a “conven-
tional” emergency, and all the relevant
agencies approved the plan.

“A safety and security concept must,
on the one hand, protect those visiting
an event as much as possible, but also
needs to ensure, at the same time, if
something does happen, they are able
to leave the site safely and rapidly”, he
said.

“Perhaps it is something that could
not have been prevented”, he added.

German media reported that before
the attack, there had been warnings into
a potential threat from the suspect.

The suspect, a doctor from Saudi
Arabia named Taleb al-Abdulmohsen,
arrived in Germany in 2006 and in 2016
was recognised as a refugee.

An atheist, he ran a website that
aimed to help other former Muslims flee
persecution in their Gulf homelands.
His social media was full of anti-Islamic
sentiment and conspiracy theories.

At Saturday’s press conference,
Magdeburg police chief Tom-Oliver
Langhans said police had conducted
an evaluation as to whether the suspect
might be a potential threat, “but that dis-
cussion was one year ago”.

He added that investigations into
the suspect’s past were ongoing and de-
clined to comment further.

Federal Minister of the Interior Nan-
cy Faeser told German newspaper Bild
that investigators would examine “in de-
tail” what information authorities had on
the suspect in the past and how he had
been investigated.

The German Office for Migration
and Refugees announced in a post on
social media that it had fielded a com-
plaint about the suspect, which it had
“taken seriously”, but as the office is not
an investigative body, had referred the
complainant to other authorities.

One tip-off received by authorities is
believed to have come from Saudi Ara-
bia, the suspect’s home country.

A source close to the Saudi govern-
ment told the BBC it sent four official
notifications known as “Notes Verbal”
to German authorities, warning them
about what they said were “the very ex-
treme views” held by al-Abdulmohsen.

However, a counter-terrorism expert
told the BBC the Saudis may have been
mounting a disinformation campaign
to discredit someone who tried to help
young Saudi women seek asylum in
Germany.

On Saturday, Langhans said he did
not have information when asked about
Saudi Arabia issuing warnings.

Later, the head of the Federal Crimi-
nal Police Office (BKA), Holger Miinch,
told public broadcaster ZDF that his of-
fice had received a notice from Saudi
Arabia in November 2023.

He said local police took appropriate
investigative measures, but the matter
was unspecific.

He added that the suspect “had var-
ious contacts with authorities, insulted
them and even made threats, but he was

not known for violent acts”.

Past investigations would need to be
revisited, Miinch said.

The social media accounts of the
suspect are under a great deal scrutiny
as investigators build their case against
him.

He was a prolific poster of anti-Is-
lamic sentiment and conspiracy theories
on X, and had made threats in the past.

The German ambassador to the UK
said X owner Elon Musk had ques-
tions to answer about why his platform
had not taken action against al-Abdul-
mohsen.

“We have seen that the man who
committed this terrible attack was ex-
tremely active, threatening on X. The
question is, ‘does X really act against
these things?’,” Ambassador Miguel
Berger told BBC Radio 4’s Broadcast-
ing House programme on Sunday.

“We have a Digital Safety Act in the
European Union which requires social
media to act [...]. It has not happened,”
he said.

Musk’s own account called for
Scholz to resign, and retweeted several
accounts broadly criticising the German
government for failing to act on threats
made on social media by the suspect.

The BBC has contacted X for a re-
sponse. Musk’s criticism of German
authorities goes beyond the Magdeburg
attack. In the morning before the attack,
he posted in support of far-right political
party Alternative for Germany (AfD).

“Only the AfD can save Germany,”
he said.

Leader of the party, Alice Weidel,
thanked Musk for his “note” and said
“the Alternative for Germany is indeed
the one and only alternative for our
country; our very last option,” in a post
retweeted by Musk.

When asked by the BBC to com-
ment on Musk telling Germans how to
vote, Berger said: “I think Elon Musk -
before giving unwanted advice to Ger-
man citizens - he should look at the re-
sponsibility of his own platform”.
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Liverpool routs Spurs to take
4-point lead into Christmas

Liverpool will head
into Christmas with a four-
point lead, a game in hand
and as the overwhelming ti-
tle favourite in the Premier
League on the back of a
wild 6-3 win at Tottenham
on Sunday.

As for Manchester Unit-
ed and their new manager
Ruben Amorim, they stum-
ble into the festive period
in 13th place — as low as
they’ve been at Christmas
since the 1989-90 season —
and with a familiar sinking
feeling.

United lost 3-0 at home
to Bournemouth for the sec-
ond straight season, the lat-
est statistic to show just how
far the English giants have
fallen and the job Amorim
has to turn around their for-
tunes. Worse for United, it
seems like great rival Liver-
pool cannot be stopped.

Make that 21 games in
all competitions without
defeat after the Reds’ big-
gest league win of the sea-
son, with Mohamed Salah
netting two of the goals to
move above Manchester
City’s Erling Haaland to the
top of the scoring charts.

Liverpool have 39 points
from 16 games and stretched
their lead over second-place
Chelsea, which could only
draw 0-0 at Everton, to end
a five-match winning streak
in the league.

Salah now has 15 goals
in the Premier League to
break a tie with Haaland

Liverpool players get together just before the start of the English Premier League soccer match
between Tottenham and Liverpool at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London, Sunday, Dec. 22,

2024. (AP)

— and will leave London
thinking he should have had
more.

In an end-to-end con-
test resembling a basketball
match, Liverpool scored
more than five goals for the
first time this season, with
Luis Diaz (two), Alexis Mac
Allister and Dominik Szo-
boszlai also netting.

Tottenham’s  injury-hit
defense was open at the back
but their attack caused Liv-
erpool’s problems through-
out, with James Maddi-
son, Dejan Kulusevski and
Dominic Solanke all finding
the net.

Spurs are another big
team in the bottom half,
having slipped to 11th place.

The optimism that
might have been generat-
ed by a last-gasp 2-1 derby
win at Manchester City last
weekend has disappeared
for United, which lost 4-3
at Tottenham in the English
League Cup quarterfinals
on Thursday before being
handed a defeat to Bour-
nemouth by the same score
as 12 months ago.

Dean Huijsen, Justin
Kluivert — from the penalty
spot — and Antoine Semen-
yo scored for Bournemouth,
which climbed to fifth place
in the standings and has
now beaten Man City, Arse-
nal, Tottenham and United
this season. Indeed, City has
dropped to seventh place, an

unthinkable unravelling for
the winner of the last four
Premier League titles.

After all the money
spent on players — $1.3
billion and counting — and
the huge turnover of man-
agers, Chelsea’s American
ownership could have seen
the club atop the Premier
League with a win at Ever-
ton — for a couple of hours
at least.

However, a 0-0 draw
ended Chelsea’s eight-
match winning run in all
competitions and gave Liv-
erpool the opportunity to
push four points clear.

Vitor Pereira got off to a
great start as Wolverhamp-

cont’d on pg 21
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Grenades return to top of
Premier Division League

The Sandals and Inet Jen-
nings Grenades maintained
their unbeaten run and re-
turned to the top of the stand-
ings in the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Association’s
(ABFA) Premier Division
League on Saturday.

The Grenades claimed
their seventh win in nine
matches with a 2-0 victory
against Terminix Pigotts Bul-
lets in the last game of a Pre-
mier League triple header at
the ABFA Technical Center.

Luis Labrada scored in
the 37th minute to give the
former champions a one-nil
lead at halftime, and D’Jarie
Sheppard wrapped up victo-
ry for the Grenades with an
85th-minute conversion.

The result meant that the
Grenades moved to the top of

Plyers of the Sandals an:d Ine
Garden Stars

b

suffered tacking Saints with a conver-
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Jennings Grenades football team

the standings by advancing to
23 points, one ahead of un-
beaten leaders and defending
champions Special Security
Services and Bitar Pizza All
Saints United, which has two
games in hand after Sunday’s
game against Aston Villa Li-
ons was postponed.

their second loss this season
as the team from Table Hill
Gardens in Liberta crashed
to a one-nil defeat against At-
tacking Saints in Saturday’s
second encounter.

Following a goalless
first half, Ellsworth Mack
snatched victory for the At-

sion in the 70th minute. The
result ensures that Garden
Stars remain in third place on
20 points after suffering their
second defeat in 10 matches.

The Attacking Saints ad-
vanced to 11 points after re-
cording their third win in nine
matches.

cont’d from pg 20
ton manager, with his new team beating
Leicester 3-0 in his first match in charge.
Pereira took charge on Thursday as the
replacement for Gary O’Neil and immedi-
ately ended Wolves’ four-game losing run
as Gongalo Guedes, Rodrigo Gomes and
Matheus Cunha scored first-half goals at
King Power Stadium.
Wolves stayed in the relegation zone
but moved two points behind Leicester,

which is a place above the bottom three. It
handed Leicester manager Ruud van Nis-
telrooy a second straight big loss early in
his reign, after a 4-0 defeat at Newcastle
last weekend.

Another recently hired Premier League
manager, Ivan Juric, began life at South-
ampton with a 0-0 draw at Fulham. Juric
wasn’t in charge of the team because he
doesn’t have a work permit. He was sitting
in the stands for the match instead.

claimed

John Hughes
their second win in 10 match-
es by prevailing 3-1 against
Five Islands in Saturday’s

opening game. Devontae
Looby scored twice with con-
versions in the 52nd and 85th
minutes.

Deno Bryan scored the
other goal for John Hughes
when he converted a penal-
ty kick in the 24th minute to
equalize after Samuel Sem-
per gave Five Islands the lead
with a 16th-minute conver-
sion.

John Hughes advanced to
nine points from 10 matches,
while Five Islands will re-
main on 10 points after suf-
fering their fourth defeat in
eight matches.
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India crush West Indies women in first ODI
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India’s dominance was on full dis-
play in the first One Day International
(ODI) against the West Indies Women
on Sunday, as they cruised to a com-
manding 211-run victory in Vadodara.

India posted a formidable total of
314 for nine off their 50 overs, with
key contributions from Smriti Mand-
hana (91) and captain Harmanpreet
Kaur (34), while Renuka Singh’s ex-
ceptional five for 29 dismantled the
West Indies’ batting line-up, sending
them crashing to just 103 all out in
26.2 overs.

India’s innings had a slow start,
particularly with debutant Pratika
Rawal (40) struggling early in her
partnership with Mandhana.

The pair added 110 runs for the
opening wicket, but Rawal had plen-
ty of fortune on her side. She survived
a clear caught-behind opportunity off
Hayley Matthews when the West In-
dies failed to review, and then later es-
caped a run-out chance that could have
seen her dismissed in the powerplay.

Despite her early struggles, Raw-
al found some rhythm, supported by
Mandhana’s consistency at the other
end.

Mandhana, after a cautious start,

Zaida James captures five wickets for the
West Indies against India in the first Wom-
en’s One-Day International at Vadodara,
India, on Sunday, December 22, 2024.
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Opener Smriti Mandhana top scored for India in the first Women’s One-Day Interna-
tional against the West Indies at Vadodara, India, on Sunday, December 22, 2024.
(BCCI)

powered through to her 28th half-cen-
tury, guiding India to a more comfort-
able position. However, her dismissal
on 91—Ibw to left-arm spinner Zaida
James—halted her progress just shy of
a well-deserved century.

James, in fact, was a standout per-
former for the West Indies, finishing
with career-best figures of five for 45.

Her efforts with the ball in the
latter stages of India’s innings helped
keep the score manageable, despite
the middle-order hitting from Harleen
Deol (40), Harmanpreet Kaur, Richa
Ghosh (26), and Jemimah Rodrigues
(31).

The final flourish from India’s
lower order—guided by Ghosh and
Rodrigues—pushed their total past
300, a daunting challenge for the West
Indies to chase.

Despite a series of wickets to-
wards the end, India’s late acceleration

brought them 160 runs in the final 20
overs, setting an imposing target.

In reply, the West Indies Women
never looked like mounting a seri-
ous challenge, with only four batters
reaching double figures.

Renuka Singh was the star of the
show with a crucial spell that saw her
take five wickets. Afy Fletcher (24),
Shemaine Campbell (21), Aaliyah Al-
leyne (11), and Karishma Rahmarack
(11) were the only batters who showed
any resistance against the Indian at-
tack.

The West Indies’ chase got off to
a poor start as they lost early wickets,
with only a handful of partnerships
lasting long enough to keep them in
the game.

Fletcher and Campbell fought
briefly, but India’s bowlers, spear-
headed by Singh, made regular break-
throughs to seal their victory.
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CWI board approves addition of
T20 contest to regional calendar

Cricket West Indies (CWI) Di-
rector of Cricket, Miles Bascombe,
confirmed there are plans to introduce
a domestic T20 tournament to the re-
gional cricket calendar in 2025.

The former West Indies batsman
says preparations will go into high
gear after the CWI board of directors
officially gave the green light for the
addition of the tournament aimed at
emerging T20 players.

The tournament, which will have
a window of April to May 2025, will
be limited to a specific age group.

“Now, I can confirm that the CWI
board of directors has agreed to move
forward with a domestic T20 league
aimed at emerging T20 players, and
we will be doing that with the sup-
port of the CPL (Caribbean Premier
League), and we are targeting April to
May 2025,” Bascombe said.

“Following the approval of the
board, preparations for that tourna-
ment will definitely step into high
gear, and [ am quite excited about that.

“The intention for this T20 tourna-
ment is for it to be at a very high stan-
dard. So, in every sense, these emerg-
ing players will get a taste of what it

is like to play top-flight T20 cricket,”
he added.

Bascombe was then asked about
the possibility of age limitations; he
said, “There will be some limitations
to ensure that we target the players
who we are really trying to develop,
which is an emerging group of play-
ers.

“I can tell you that it is not Un-
der 25. Simply because of the cycle in
terms of having a T20 World Cup ev-
ery two years, you can very well find
a player in very short order being able
to turn around, as the coach said, and
have the skill sets to fill a role that is
needed in the team.”

Bascombe added that players with
more than 10 matches worth of inter-
national T20 experience may not be
eligible for the tournament, with some
limitations on List A T20 experience
also being a possibility.

The West Indies head coach, Dar-
en Sammy, welcomed the addition of
the tournament, which, he said, will
expose more players and increase the
talent pool for the regional side in the
shortest format.

“Since the Caribbean T20, we’ve
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Miles Bascombe
found a gap in the discovery of play-
ers,” Sammy said.

“I think this addition will broaden
the pool of local players. The interna-
tional players are always easy to get,
but it will give more local players an
opportunity to showcase their talent,”
he added.

cont’d from pg 24
suffered a 1-0 loss to the

Anguillans when both sides
met earlier in the prelimi-
nary stage of the four-team
round-robin tournament that
was held from December 15
to 21.

The Benna Girls quali-
fied for Saturday’s final af-
ter finishing second in the
standings at the end of the
four-team round-robin pre-
liminary stage of the compe-
tition.

The Benna Girls claimed
their second win in three
matches by trouncing the
United States Virgin Islands
4-0 in the final match in the
preliminary stage to finish
with six points, three adrift
of Anguilla, which topped
the standings.

Following a goalless first
half, forward Gabrielle De
Suza struck a hat trick with
conversions in the 51st, 86th,
and 89th minutes. The other
goal was scored by Kevon-

cia James in the third minute
of added time (93rd minute).
The United States Virgin Is-
lands captured third place
by prevailing 1-0 against St.
Kitts in the playoff for the
bronze medals on Saturday.
Three Antigua and Bar-
buda players also claimed
top individual awards at the
end of the tournament. Ga-
brielle De Suza was named
the Most Valuable Player
(MVP) of the tournament.
Teammates Jada Benja-

min captured the Best De-
fender Award, and captain
Anik Jarvis claimed the Best
Goalkeeper Award.

The support staff of the
senior Benna Girls com-
prised Head Coach Karen
Warner; Assistant Coach Lor-
raine Charles; Goal-keeper
Coach Nikiesha Samuel; Kit
Manager Lakeisha Samuel;
Trainer McClean Lawrence;
Physiotherapist Anya Allen;
and Team Manager Esther
Anthony.
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Benna Girls win Leeward
Islands Challenge Series

The Antigua and Barbu-
da senior national women’s
team, the Benna Girls, have
won the inaugural Women’s
Leeward Islands Challenge
Series in Anguilla.

The Antiguans prevailed
4-1 in a penalty shootout
against hosts Anguilla in
the final at the Raymond E.
Guishard Technical Centre
in The Valley on Saturday
evening to win the women’s
competition.

It was the first loss of
the tournament for the An-
guillans, who snatched a
late equalizer to salvage a
1-1 draw in regulation and
forced the final into extra
time and a penalty shootout
to decide the outcome.

Coleen Cheyenne John-
son scored the equalizer for
Anguilla in the 81st minute
after forward and the tour-
nament’s leading goal scorer
Gabrielle De Suza gave An-
tigua and Barbuda the lead
with a 15th-minute conver-
sion.

Antigua and Barbu-
da also finished the match
with 10 players. Karmiellia
Hughes was expelled in the
85th minute after receiving
a second caution (yellow
card).

De Suza, who finished
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The Antigua and Barbuda senior national tem pose with the trophy after winning the inaugural

2024 Women'’s Leeward Islands Challenge Series in Anguilla from December 15 to 21. (Photos

courtesy of the ABFA Media)

as the tournament’s top
scorer with a total of six
goals in regulation play in
four matches, also convert-
ed one of the four penalties
that were scored by the An-
tiguans in the decisive final
shootout.

The other three penal-
ty takers, Jada Benjamin,
Zolique Samuel, and Virgin-
ia Simon, also scored their
spot kicks for the Antiguans.

But only Adaiah Linton
converted her penalty kick
for Anguilla, with teammates
Carlia Angelique Diamond,
Coleen Cheyenne Johnson,
and Camile Gumbs failing to
score their spot kicks.

It was sweet revenge
for the Benna Girls, having
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Three Antigua and Barua plaers won top individual awards
at the Inaugural Women'’s Leeward Islands Challenge Series in
Anguilla. From left to right: Best Defender Jada Benjamin; MVP

and top goal scorer Gabrielle DeSuza; and Best Goalkeeper
Anik Jarvis.
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