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Local News -
LIAT 20 makes triumphant

entry into Trinidad

A LIAT 20 jet landed
down at Piarco International
Airport in Trinidad Thursday
morning to a water cannon
salute and an official wel-
come as that country’s gov-
ernment and airport adminis-
tration officials rolled out the
red carpet for the airline and
other officials who arrived
aboard the aircratft.

The establishment of
flights into Trinidad has been
a key aspiration of LIAT 20
which took to the skies ear-
lier this year as the Trinidad
marks a key point in its over-
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all expansion strategy.

Chief Executive Officer
of LIAT 20, Hafsah Abdul-
salam, expressed her appre-

ciation

..
to the government
of Trinidad and Tobago
and other stakeholders for
‘welcoming back the LIAT
brand’ to their country.

‘It is truly an honour to
stand here before you to cel-
ebrate our inaugural flight to
Trinidad. We are thrilled that
we are attaining the progres-
sive march towards attaining
connecting the Caribbean as
per our mission statement.
Our aim is to be able to con-
nect the north to the south
and with each new route that
we add we see that we are
able to attain that mission.
For us, connecting the island
1s more than a service; it’s a
lifeline that not only binds
our economies, it unites fam-
ilies and creates job opportu-
nities, directly and indirect-
ly,” she stated.

Flying into a country
such as Trinidad creates eco-
nomic activities that trickle
down into the economy, she
added.

Trinidad and Tobago’s
Minister of Works and Trans-
cont’d on pg 3
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port, Senator Rohan Sinanan
stated that LIAT’s presence
is a testament to the enduring
spirit of Caribbean unity and
resilience of its people. He
added that the new service
aligns with his government’s
desire to have Piarco Inter-
national airport serve as a
major hub for regional travel
in the Caribbean.

“We recognize LIAT
1974’s legacy as an iconic
Caribbean carrier in the past
and welcome he emergence
of this new entity, LIAT 20,
with a distinct distinguish-
ing brand that seeks to be
defined by efficiency and
the delivery of excellent cus-
tomer service and stand out
as a preferred airline in the
region,” Sen. Sinanan re-
marked.

Marketing Manager for
the Airports Authority of

T&T, Joanna Friday said the
new service marks the start
of a vibrant partnership be-
tween the Airports Authority
and LIAT.

“Moreover, today marks
more than just the launch of
a new flight route, it signi-
fies the strengthening of the
links between the islands of
the Caribbean; a vital step
toward enhancing regional
integration, commerce, tour-
ism, and cultural exchange.
Today marks a pivotal chap-
ter in the growth and expan-
sion of our air transport net-
work, further strengthening
our connectivity within the
Caribbean region,” she ob-
served.

The welcome reception
also included a ribbon cut-
ting exercise involving offi-
cials of the airline, the T&T
government and the airport
authority representatives.

»

SIR LESTER BIRD MEDICAL CENTRE

WE'RE
HIRING

Located on a hill in the city
(St. John'’s), Sir Lester Bird
Mount St. John's Medical
Centre, a teaching hospital
serves a diverse group of
patients — from residents
to tourists.

Everything matters tous at |
SLBMC. Because whenit's
you and your family,

everything matters to you.

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre (SLBMC) employees are part
of a premier organization dedicated to excellence in patient
care and education. By working at SLBMC, you gain the
opportunity and the responsibility to make a real difference
in the world. Take a closer look at the open positions below
and submit your resume for consideration if you are
interested in helping contribute to the legacy of great
achievement and even greater promise at SLBMC.

OPEN POSITIONS:
® Scrub Technician @ Shift Supervisor
® MRI Assistant ® Pharmacy Technician
® HVAC Technician ®@ Electrician
@ Nursing Assistant ® IDEH Health Nurse
@ Quality Manager @ Pathology Attendant
@ Quality Coordinator @ Social Services Secretary
®@ Radiology Supervisor ® Administrative Assistant
Director of Operations
®@ Unit Nurse Manager
Oncology
@ Customer Experience

Agent

Submission Deadline: January 3, 2025.

To apply- visit us at: www.msjmc.org/careers
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LIAT 20 to hegin direct flights to Jamaica

Travelers across the Ca-
ribbean can now enjoy easier
and more convenient access
to Jamaica, thanks to the
launch of LIAT (2020) Ltd
new nonstop route to Kings-
ton from Antigua.

This service marks a sig-
nificant enhancement in re-
gional connectivity reducing
the need for overnight stays
or long layovers and allow-
ing same day connections to
Jamaica from St Maarten,
Tortola, St Kitts, Grenada
and Trinidad. Travelers from
these islands can now easily
enjoy Jamaica’s reggae, hos-

pitality, and natural beauty
and benefit from improved
connectivity across the Ca-
ribbean.

LIAT20’s CEO, Hafsah
Abdulsalam, expressed en-
thusiasm for this new chap-
ter: “As we welcome Ja-
maica into our network, and
expand connectivity across
the Caribbean, it is a proud
and historic moment for
LIAT20. For the first time
ever, LIAT20 is providing
travelers same day connec-
tions from Jamaica to other
Caribbean destinations, that
were not previously accessi-

ble from Jamaica in the same
day. This remarkable expan-
sion is a bold step forward
in our mission to seamlessly
connect the islands, foster re-
gional integration, and make
travel truly effortless for ev-
eryone.

“The addition of LIAT20
to Jamaica’s expanding avia-
tion network marks another
significant milestone in our
journey to become the Carib-
bean’s premier aviation hub,”
says Hon. Edmund Bartlett,
Minister of Tourism. “With
multiple regional carriers now
serving Kingston, we’re not

STATE
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LIAT20's CEO, Hafsah Abdul-
salam

just creating travel connec-
tions — we’re strengthening
the bonds between Caribbe-
an peoples. This new service
makes it easier for families
to reunite, for business rela-
tionships to flourish, and for
visitors to experience our
shared Caribbean heritage.
As we welcome LIAT20, we
celebrate not only enhanced
regional connectivity but also
the deepening of cultural and
economic ties that make our
region stronger.”

The addition of this route
further expands LIAT20’s
network to 12 territories: An-
tigua & Barbuda, Barbados,
Dominica, Guyana, Grena-
da, Jamaica, St, Vincent &
the Grenadines, St, Kitts &
Nevis, St, Maarten, St, Lucia,
Tortola, & Trinidad & Toba-
go.

Passengers can book their
tickets through the LIAT20
website at  www.flyliat20.
com, our Customer Experi-
ence Centre at +1 (268) 713-
5428,  reservations@flyli-
at20.com, the ticketing kiosk
at the VC Bird International
Airport and travel agents.
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Family of three homeless
after fire gutted their home

A Hatten family is to-
day waking up homeless
after a fire gutted their
home and in the process
destroyed all their belong-
ings.

The incident happened
just after 2:00 o’clock in
the afternoon Thursday
when the St. John’s Fire
Station received the dis-
tress call to respond to a
house fire in Hatten.

The firemen rushed to
the scene but they were
not able to save the 18 x
33 wooden structure in
which three adults (1fe-
male and two males) made
their home. The house

was owned by Charmaine
Mussington.

Whilst the firemen
were not able to save
Mussington’s home, they
were however, able to save
an adjacent building which
was in close proximity to
the burning house.

According to the re-
ports the occupants of the
home were not able to save
any of their belongs from
the fire.

The St. John’s Fire Sta-
tion has responded to 212
fire calls so far this year.

The overall fire calls
for all the stations total
325.

& ABMBA

Holiday Operating Hours

Tuesday December 24"
8:00am - 12:00pm

NOTICE

TO: Your Worship
St. Johns Magistrate's Court
High Street
St. John's
Antigua

TO: THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
Police Headquarters
American Road
St. John's
Antigua

Dear Sir/Madame,

Re: Notice- Application for Tavern Licence

1, Askya Latoya Fayola Corridon and Wendell Collin S. Kevin Peters both of Herberts, with registered
business situated at Christian Street St. John's Antigua and Barbuda, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that it is
our intention to apply at the next sitting of the liquor licensing Court to be held at the Magistrate's
Court, High Street, St. John's, Antigua on Thursday 2™ January, 2025 next ensuring for a Tavern License
Pursuant to section (11) (5) of the Licensing ( intoxication Liquor) Act Cap. 249 of the Laws of Antigua
and Barbuda 1992 Revised Edition, in respect of premises known as “Wendell's Official One Stop”
situated at Christian Street Grays Farm in the parish of St. John's, Antigua and Barbuda.

Dated the 19" day of December, 2024

Tel#775-4178

Tuesday December 31+
8:00am - 12:00pm
We encourage the public to continue using all available electronic banking services.
The ABMBA takes this opportunity to wish you a safe and happy holidays

Follow us for more updates @ABMBAOnline ) @)
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Sir Fitzroy “Roy” Augler 100 not out!

On behalf of The Uni-
versity of the West Indies
(The UWI) community,
Vice-Chancellor  Profes-
sor Sir Hilary Beckles of-
fers the following tribute
to Caribbean Renaissance
Man and Professor Emeri-
tus of History, Sir Fitzroy
‘Roy’ Augier, on his 100th
birth anniversary.

“On December 17,

2024, Sir Fitzroy “Roy”
Augier celebrated his 100th
birthday. What a magnifi-

cent ongoing innings — 100
not out! Scholar, educa-
tor, activist, World War II
veteran, and administra-
tor, Roy is a true Caribbe-
an Renaissance Man. He
continues to inspire us to
reflect on our Caribbean
history, how we perceive
ourselves — not as how
others perceive us, and
how that sense of owner-
ship and belonging should
help us to fulfil a vision of
a strong Caribbean civili-
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sation in the future.

Born in Castries, Saint
Lucia, he attended elemen-
tary and secondary schools
before heading off to serve
in the Royal Air Force as
a gunner. After the war
ended, he completed an
MA and PhD in History
at St Andrews University
in Scotland, then made Ja-
maica his home for the next
seventy years of his stellar
century. Jamaica and The
University of the West In-
dies were the bases from
which he made significant
contributions to shaping
the direction of teaching
and learning across the Ca-
ribbean at several levels

across the decades.

Following his appoint-
ment at the then University
College of the West Indies
(UCWI) as a Research Fel-
low at ISER in 1954, he
joined the Department of
History in 1955, and be-
came Professor of History
in 1989, the pinnacle of ac-
ademic achievement in the
academy.

As The UCWI trans-
formed into The UWI,
Roy’s strong sense of re-
gionalism and activism
also translated into ensur-
ing that Caribbean His-
tory became a discrete
subject and how it was

cont’d on pg 8
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taught and researched at
the secondary and tertiary
levels within the Caribbe-
an.

Roy and colleagues
such as Douglas Hall,
Shirley ~Gordon, Mary

Reckord, Rex Nettleford
and M.G. Smith produced

seminal publications such
as The Making of the West
Indies; Report on the Ras-
tafarian Movement; Sourc-
es of West Indian History
and the UNESCO-spon-
sored project General
History of the Caribbe-
an, forever changing how
scholars and people across

ticketing @C‘u '_6

the globe view the history
of the Caribbean.

During — and after —
his years at The UWI, Roy
taught, advised or men-
tored several generations
of Caribbean historians
and academics.

Verene Shepherd, Bri-
an Moore, Swithin Wilmot

o (ﬁ:‘i‘lb

and Kathleen Monteith are
some of the academics who
benefitted from engaging
with Roy and other greats
such as Elsa Gouveia and
Douglas Hall.

It was also my honour
to benefit from his counsel
during my own early years
in the Department of His-
tory at the Mona Campus.
I believe that our research
and career trajectories were
inspired by the intellectual
activism that existed in the
Department of History.

Roy was also inte-
gral to the development
of the Caribbean Exam-
inations Council from its
inception, serving as lead
for the Caribbean History
Subject Panel in the early
years and as Chairman of
the Council from 1986 to
1996. He led the way in
gaining acceptance by re-
gional stakeholders for the
CAPE examinations as a
replacement for the British
A-levels.

CXC qualifications are
now accepted for matric-
ulation by leading univer-
sities around the world,
which must be a tremen-
dous source of pride for Sir
Roy, who was affection-
ately dubbed “Mr. CXC”
by many in recognition of
his avid championing of
the institution.

Husband, father, grand-
father, Pro-Vice-Chancel-
lor, Professor Emeritus,
Caribbean Renaissance
Man, at 100 not out, Roy,
Sir Roy, we salute you on
this historic birth anniver-
sary and wish you the very,
very best!”
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Another airport drug bust

There has been an-
other drug bust at the
VC Bird International
Airport...the second in
two days.

This comes as the
police acting in collab-
oration with the Cus-
toms Division made
another substantial
drug interception at the
nation’s main gateway.

The Police Nar-
cotics Department and
Customs are reporting
that they have made
another drug seizure at
the V.C. Bird Interna-
tional Airport therefore
preventing the illegal
substance from reach-
ing the nation’s streets.

On Wednesday, 18

December, both law
enforcement agencies
seized a black suitcase
with 28 vacuum-sealed
packages of cannabis
weighing 33. 4 pounds.
The substance is said
to value $267,200.00.
The suitcase and con-
tents were taken to the
police station for fur-
ther investigation.

On Tuesday, the
police seized almost
half of a million dol- |~
lars’ worth of cannabis i-'_w‘f".-'-
at the said port of en- F .:} ,51 ..!,
try, after 60 packages
were discovered in a =
suitcase. [ 0%

Investigations are e
still ongoing into that s piack suitcase contained more than 28 packages of canabis when it
matter. was intercepted by the police and customs division.
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Fuelling economic growth: The
importance of Foreign Direct Investments

By Garfield Joseph

Introduction

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
involves investments by companies
or individuals from one country into
business interests in another country.
In 2022, global FDI flows reached
$1.3 trillion, underscoring its critical
role in the global economy. This type
of investment is crucial for global
economic integration, fostering sta-
ble and long-lasting links between
economies. There are many benefits
that host countries derive from FDI.

Economic Growth and Devel-
opment

FDI plays a significant role in
stimulating economic growth. By
injecting capital into the host coun-
try, it helps boost GDP and eco-
nomic stability. For instance, coun-
tries like China and India have seen
substantial economic growth due to
significant FDI inflows. The estab-
lishment of manufacturing plants by
multinational corporations in China
has significantly boosted local econ-
omies. Similarly, small developing
countries, such as those in the Ca-
ribbean and Pacific regions, bene-
fit immensely from FDI, which can
be a major driver of their economic
development. Thus, FDI is a cor-
nerstone for economic advancement
and stability in both large and small
economies.

Job Creation and Employment

Another key benefit of FDI is
job creation. Foreign investments
often lead to the establishment of
new businesses and the expansion
of existing ones, creating numerous
employment opportunities. In 2021,
FDI created over 1 million jobs in
developing countries. Successful
FDI projects in sectors like manu-
facturing and services have signifi-

cantly reduced unemployment rates
in many developing countries. In
small developing nations, where job
opportunities are often limited, FDI
can be transformative, providing es-
sential employment and improving
living standards. Ultimately, FDI is a
powerful engine for job creation and
economic upliftment.

Technology Transfer and Inno-
vation

In addition to economic growth
and job creation, FDI drives technol-
ogy transfer, introducing advanced
technologies and practices to the
host country. This transfer not only

T 7

= —

enhances the productivity of local
industries but also fosters innova-
tion. For example, the automotive
industry in Mexico has greatly bene-
fited from FDI, leading to the adop-
tion of innovative manufacturing
technologies. Beyond technological
advancements, FDI also plays a cru-
cial role in enhancing the skills and

capabilities of the local workforce.

Human Capital Development
FDI often includes training and
development programs for local em-
ployees. This leads to an improve-
ment in the skills and education of
cont’d on pg 12

=5 M( = .

SN //A—'\TP\\ 7 %
e \s .."' ; ~>f"‘"

e b )

") oo \'\‘gr'/ e |

Visit or call:

ANTIGUA MASONRY PRODUCTS

% CHRISTMAS %°

UP TO 50% OFF
Plus 10% ABST OFF

ALL BLOCKS WITH BLEMISHES, CONCRETE PAVERS, DECORATIVE BLOCKS

(Blocks sold by Pallets ONLY)
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\\ \ Saturday 21st December, 2024 - 7:00am to 3:00pm /A ;
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the workforce, enhancing overall hu-
man capital.

Countries like Singapore have
leveraged FDI to develop a highly
skilled labour force. For small de-
veloping countries, FDI can be a
critical source of skills development,
helping to build a more capable and
productive workforce. In essence,
FDI significantly contributes to the
enhancement of human capital and
workforce skills.

Infrastructure Development

In addition to human capital,
FDI significantly contributes to the
development of critical infrastruc-
ture, including roads, ports, and
telecommunications. These projects,
funded by foreign investments, pro-
vide long-term benefits to the host
country by improving connectivity
and supporting economic activities.
In small developing countries, in-

frastructure development through
FDI can be particularly impactful,
addressing gaps that local govern-
ments may not have the resources to
fill. Thus, FDI plays a crucial role in
building and improving essential in-
frastructure.

Market Access and Diversifica-
tion

The sixth and final benefit of FDI
is the opening of new markets for lo-
cal businesses, enabling them to di-
versify their products and services.
This market access is crucial for
businesses looking to expand glob-
ally and reduce their dependence
on the domestic market. For small
developing countries, FDI can help
local businesses reach internation-
al markets, enhancing their growth
prospects and reducing economic
vulnerability.

Summary

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)

is a pivotal force in driving global
economic growth and development.
By injecting capital, creating jobs,
transferring technology, and en-
hancing human capital, FDI fosters
economic stability and innovation.
It also plays a crucial role in devel-
oping infrastructure and opening
new markets, particularly benefiting
small and developing economies.

As countries integrate into the
global economy, the strategic impor-
tance of FDI cannot be overstated.
Embracing and facilitating FDI is
key to unlocking sustainable eco-
nomic growth and prosperity world-
wide.

However, careful management is
essential to mitigate potential down-
sides, such as environmental impact
and the crowding out of small and
medium-sized enterprises, which
may lead to protectionist policies in
many developed countries.

FOINTE AROADCAST

CALL: 562-3989 OR 562-2991
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Breaking the Chains of
Poverty: A need for political will

By Sir Ronald Sanders

The year 2024 has un-
derscored a grim reality:
poverty continues to be an
unyielding adversary, sow-
ing division and instability
in a world already grappling
with profound economic,
social, and environmental
challenges. The situation is
not confined to any one na-
tion or region. Poverty tran-
scends borders, cultures,
and economies, imposing
its cruel yoke on millions,
driving instability and ex-
clusion, and creating fertile
ground for unrest and con-
flict. It is, as Nelson Mande-
la declared, “a prison” from
which millions must be set
free.

This is not a new strug-
gle, but the stakes have
never been higher. Histo-
ry teaches us that when the
gap between rich and poor
widens, inequality, injus-
tice, and exclusion deepen.
These conditions foster a
sense of powerlessness and
resentment among the im-
poverished, sentiments that,
when shared broadly, ignite
movements, uprisings, and
revolutions. Data from the
United Nations indicates
that over 700 million peo-
ple worldwide still live in
extreme poverty, a stark
reminder of the scale of
this crisis. The persistence
of poverty within nations
mirrors its presence on the
global stage, where poor
and vulnerable states are

often excluded from deci-
sion-making forums or rel-
egated to the role of passive
recipients of unfulfilled
promises. Yet poverty, like
the climate crisis and pan-
demics, recognizes no bor-
ders. It demands a global,
collective response.

In the Americas, the
Organization of American
States (OAS) has long de-
clared its commitment to
eradicating poverty. But
declarations, however no-
ble, do not feed the hungry
or provide opportunities for
the disenfranchised. Real
progress demands more
than lip service; it requires
action. It is disheartening
that some OAS member
states resisted the “Manifes-
to Against Poverty”—a dec-
laration of principles that
could have laid the founda-
tion for a robust plan of ac-
tion. The rejection was root-
ed in ideological objections
to the term ‘manifesto,” an
issue that underscores how
political posturing can im-
pede progress. Likewise,
the establishment of a joint
Working Group to address
poverty, a resolution agreed
by the OAS, remains unim-
plemented, stalled not by a
lack of solutions but by a
deficit of political will.

The reluctance to act de-
cisively is not unique to the
Americas. Globally, mul-
tilateralism itself is under
siege, weakened by populist
nationalism and the erosion

Sir Ronald Sanders

of shared purpose. Yet resis-
tance to cooperation must
not be a deterrent; it must be
met with resolve. As former
Uruguayan President José
“Pepe” Mujica lamented,
Latin America’s failure to
collaborate even during the
COVID-19 pandemic was
emblematic of a broader
absence of unity and ur-
gency. “We couldn’t have
been more stupid,” he said
of the missed opportunities
to safeguard lives and live-
lihoods.

Despite these setbacks,
there is reason for hope.
Recent developments, such
as the launch of the Glob-
al Alliance Against Hunger
and Poverty under Brazil’s

presidency of the G20, pro-
vide a model of what can
be achieved when leader-
ship is coupled with action-
able commitments. Antigua
and Barbuda was proud to
become the first small is-
land state to join the Alli-
ance, reflecting a historical
commitment to social jus-
tice that dates back to the
1930s with the founding of
the Antigua Trades and La-
bour Union. The Alliance’s
“2030  Sprints”—practical
initiatives aimed at extend-
ing social protections and
combating hunger—demon-
strate that change is possible
when ambition meets deter-

mination.
cont’d on pg 14
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Similarly, the work of forums like
the OAS’s Working Group on Multidi-
mensional Poverty is vital. By sharing
best practices, strengthening techni-
cal capacities, and fostering dialogue,
these efforts can catalyse meaningful
action. The challenge is immense, but
so too is the potential for transforma-
tion. As my remarks at a recent OAS
workshop on multidimensional pover-
ty emphasized, poverty is not a divine
inevitability. It is a human-made con-
dition that can be eradicated through
deliberate, coordinated, and inclusive
action.

The eradication of poverty is not
merely a moral imperative; it is a ne-
cessity for global stability and pros-
perity. Persistent poverty fuels not
only domestic instability but also in-
ternational conflicts, as competition
for scarce resources exacerbates ten-
sions. Addressing poverty is therefore
both an act of justice and a strategic

investment in a more equitable and
harmonious world.

The international community must
rise to this challenge. This begins
with matching rhetoric with resourc-
es. Governments, particularly in the
Americas, must move beyond declara-
tions and take bold steps to dismantle
the systems that perpetuate poverty.
This includes implementing compre-
hensive social protection programs,
investing in education and healthcare,
and fostering economic opportunities
that lift communities out of poverty.

Concrete steps, such as targeted
cash transfers, universal school meal
programs, and investments in small-
holder farmers, have been proven to
work and must be scaled globally.
Multilateral organizations must also
prioritize genuine collaboration over
performative posturing, ensuring that
the voices of marginalized nations and
communities are not just heard but
heeded.

As Nelson Mandela’s words re-
mind us, it is time to set the millions
trapped in poverty free. The road
ahead is fraught with obstacles, but
the path to a more just and prosperous
world begins with the courage to act.
The stakes are too high for inaction;
the cost of failure is too great. Togeth-
er, through multilateral cooperation
and unwavering commitment, we can
break the chains of poverty and build a
future where no one is left behind.

Brazil deserves the world’s ap-
preciation for its initiative; the world
should respond with the political will
to free people from the shackles of
poverty and unleash their potential to
contribute to a prosperous world for
all.

(The writer is Antigua and Bar-
buda’s Ambassador to the US and the
OAS. The views expressed are entire-
ly his own. Responses and previous
commentaries:www.sirronaldsand-
ers.com)
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holiday season scramble

By Natalie Sherman

One of America’s most power-
ful labour unions is staging a protest
against Amazon, aiming to put pres-
sure on the tech giant as it rushes out
packages in the final run-up to Christ-
mas.

The Teamsters union said Ama-
zon delivery drivers at seven facilities
in the US had walked off the job on
Thursday, after the company refused
to negotiate with the union about a la-
bour contract.

Teamsters members were demon-
strating at “hundreds” of other Ama-
zon locations, according to the union,
which described it as the “largest
strike” in US history involving the
firm.

The company, which employs
roughly 800,000 people in its US de-
livery network, said its services would

not be disrupted.

“What you see here are almost
entirely outsiders — not Amazon em-
ployees or partners — and the sug-
gestion otherwise is just another lie
from the Teamsters,” Amazon said in
a statement.

It was not clear how many people
were participating in Thursday’s ac-
tion, which was joined by members of
the United Services Union (ver.di) in
Germany.

In the US, the Teamsters union
said thousands of Amazon workers
were involved.

Overall, the group claims to repre-
sent “nearly 10,000” Amazon workers,
after signing up thousands of people at
about 10 locations across the country,
many of them in the last few months.

The organisation has demanded
recognition from Amazon, accusing

the company of illegally ignoring its
duty to negotiate collectively over pay
and working conditions.

“They’ve pushed workers to the
limit and now they’re paying the
price. This strike is on them,” said
the union’s general president, Sean
O’Brien.

“If your package is delayed during
the holidays, you can blame Amazon’s
insatiable greed.”

The Teamsters is a storied US
union, with more than one million
members overall. It is known for win-
ning robust contracts for members at
firms such as delivery giant UPS.

Most of the Teamsters’” Amazon
campaigns have involved drivers tech-
nically employed by third-party deliv-
ery firms that work with the tech giant.

Amazon denies that it is on the

cont’d on pg 16
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Intense earthquake swarm recorded
at Montserrat’s Soufriere Hills

A swarm of volcanic earthquakes
was recorded at the Soufriere Hills
Volcano on December 19, prompting
temporary restrictions in hazard zones,
the Montserrat Volcano Observatory
(MVO) reported.

The intense sequence of Volca-
no-Tectonic (VT) earthquakes began
at 10:20 am and continued for ap-
proximately 90 minutes, with seis-
mic instruments detecting 93 separate
events. Two of the largest earthquakes
registered magnitudes of 3.3, occur-
ring at depths of 2-3 kilometers be-
neath the volcano’s dome.

“This swarm was probably the
most intense seen since the pause be-
gan on 11 February 2010,” said MVO
in a statement.

They that the activity was com-
parable to a March 23, 2012 event
that recorded 54 VT earthquakes and
included ash venting, though with a
slightly larger maximum magnitude of
3.6.

Unlike the 2012 event, however,
no ash emissions or changes in fu-
marole activity were observed during
today’s seismic swarm. The MVO rec-
ommended temporary suspension of
activities in Zone V as a precautionary
measure.

By 12:40 pm, seismic activity had
returned to background levels, and au-

Soufriere Hills Volcano - Montserrat (Photo credit: Montserrat Volcano Observatory)
thorities subsequently restored access
to the restricted zone.

pause since February 2010, with most
VT events during this period occurring
The volcano has been in a state of at similar depths to today’s swarm.

cont’d from pg 15
hook as an employer in
those cases, a question that
is currently the subject of
legal dispute. Labour offi-
cials have preliminarily sid-
ed with the union on the is-
sue in at least one instance.
Amazon employees at
a major warehouse in Stat-
en Island in New York have
also agreed to affiliate with

the Teamsters.

Their warehouse holds
the distinction as the only
Amazon location in the US
where a union victory has
been formally ratified by la-
bour officials.

But it has seen little
progress when it comes to
contract negotiations since
the 2022 vote. It was not
among the locations listed

to go on strike on Thursday.

Amazon, one of the
largest employers in the US,
has long faced criticism of
its working conditions and
been the target of activists
hoping to make inroads
among its workers.

Its fierce opposition to
unionisation efforts has also
been called into question.

But it is not the only

business facing pressure
over its refusal to come
to the table about a con-
tract years after the start of
unionisation efforts.

At Starbucks, where the
first coffee shop voted to
unionise in 2021, workers
also recently authorised a
labour strike, accusing the
company of dragging its
feet on negotiations.
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Five jailed for covering up
murder of rapper Canserbero

By Vanessa Buschschliiter

A forensic expert, three police offi-
cers and a music impresario have been
jailed for covering up the 2015 murder
of Venezuelan rapper Canserbero.

Canserbero, who had been named
best Spanish-language rapper by Roll-
ing Stone magazine, was drugged and
stabbed to death by his manager, Nata-
lia Améstica.

Améstica and her brother then
threw his body from a 10th floor win-
dow.

The five people sentenced on Tues-
day have been found guilty of helping
the siblings stage the crime scene so
Canserbero’s murder appeared a sui-
cide.

They have been given jail terms
ranging between 15 and 20 years.

Natalia Améstica and her brother
Guillermo were already sentenced to
25 years in prison back in February for
murder.

The death on 19 January 2015
of Canserbero, whose real name was
Tirone Gonzalez, shocked the Venezu-
elan rap scene.

It was ruled at the time that the
26-year-old star had killed his friend
Carlos Molnar in a knife fight before
jumping from a window.

But in December 2023, Natalia
Améstica confessed to stabbing both
Molnar and Canserbero.

In a video statement released by the
Venezuelan attorney general last year
she recounted what had happened on
the night.

Natalia Améstica claims that she
was angry with the rapper after she
had learned that Canserbero no longer
wanted her as his manager.

She described how Canserbero
came to her apartment in the Venezu-
elan city of Maracay on 19 January

2015.

He was accompanied by his friend
Carlos Molnar, who was also Natalia
Améstica’s long-term boyfriend.

“The chance arose to make them a
tea,” she explained in the video, adding
that she spiked their beverage with a
powerful tranquiliser.

When her drugged partner Carlos
Molnar entered the kitchen, she stabbed
him in the neck, in the back and in the
arm.

Canserbero witnessed Améstica’s
attack on her boyfriend but, under the
influence of the drugs Améstica had
slipped him, he collapsed on the sofa.

Améstica then proceeded to stab
him twice.

“In desperation, I then called my
brother Guillermo to help me resolve
the situation,” she said in the video
confession.

Her brother arrived with the three
officers from Venezuela’s intelligence
agency, Sebin, who have now been sen-
tenced.

“They finished arranging the
scene in a way to make it look like a
murder-suicide,” according to Natalia
Améstica.

She said that the officers “stabbed
Carlos [Molnar] a few more times, my

brother Guillermo stabbed h1m four
times. The rest, the Sebin officials did”.

“Then we were told how to throw
him out of the window to complete the

murder-suicide scene,” she said in her
confession.

Her brother Guillermo said that a
forensic detective who arrived at the
scene became suspicious, remarking
that it appeared “manipulated”.

According to Guillermo Améstica,
the forensic expert asked for a bribe of
$10,000 (£7,880) in exchange for help-
ing the siblings cover up the crime and
to make it look like Canserbero had at-
tacked Molnar before jumping out of
the window.

The fifth man sentenced on Tues-
day is Marcos Pratolongo, a music im-
presario who provided security at some
of Canserbero’s concerts.

At the time of his arrest, Venezue-
la’s attorney general had said that Pra-
tolongo was in possession of the keys
to Canserbero’s apartment, from which
important evidence had disappeared.

The attorney general posted on so-
cial media on Tuesday that Pratolongo
had been found guilty of complicity in
Canserbero’s murder but did not pro-
vide further details of his role in the
crime.



FRIDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2024

PAGE 18

International

AROUND THE WORLD

HTERTLT
PO el VA

Dozens of children killed in crush
at Nigerian Chrlstmas funfalr

Thirty-five children
have been killed in a crush
at a Christmas funfair in the
south-west Nigerian city of
Ibadan, with six others hos-
pitalised, the police say.

The organisers had
promised to give cash hand-
outs and also food but so
many people turned up that
there was a crush as they
struggled to gain entry.

Residents said that over
5,000 children had gathered
at the venue and the crush
occurred when the main or-
ganisers arrived to start the
event.

The sequence of events
leading to the crush has not
been disclosed.

The police say they
have arrested eight people
who were behind the event,
including the main organ-
iser, Naomi Silekunola, a
well-known figure in the
city.

President Bola Tinubu
has extended his heartfelt
condolences to the parents
who have lost their chil-
dren, and ordered a thor-
ough investigation.

The Oyo state govern-
ment said victims had been
taken to hospitals across
Ibadan for treatment af-
ter the crush at the Islamic
High School in the city’s
Bashorun district.

Authorities have urged
parents who are concerned
about the whereabouts of
their children to check at
the city’s hospitals.

Parents of missing children have been urged to look in local hospitals.

Medics in one hospital
told the BBC that six chil-
dren had been admitted but
only two survived - four
had died.

At another hospital, a
doctor who declined to be
named said he had counted
three dead bodies.

Some affected parents
told journalists that they
had accompanied their chil-
dren to converge at the ven-
ue of the “End of the Year
Christmas funfair” as early
as 05:00 on Wednesday -
five hours before the event
was due to start.

They were hoping to
get some money and food

as the organisers had prom-
ised to give out 5,000 naira
each (about £2.50; $3) to
5,000 children as well as
make free food available to
attendees.

Nigeria is grappling
with its worst economic cri-
sis in a generation, which
explains why more than
10,000 people reportedly
turned up for the event.

There have been several
similar incidents this year.

In March, two female
students were crushed to
death at the Nasarawa State
University, Keffi, near the
capital Abuja, when a rice
distribution programme by

the state governor caused
a crowd surge. At least 23
people were injured.

Three days later in the
northern state of Bauchi,
at least seven people died
in another crush when a
philanthropist and busi-
nessman was giving hand-
outs of 5,000 naira.

Earlier in February, five
people were reported killed
in Lagos when the Nigerian
Customs Service auctioned
seized bags of rice.

A crowd surge for bags
of rice being auctioned for
about $7:00 led to the tram-
pling to death of five people
with dozens more injured.
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Musk flexes influence over
Congress in shutdown drama

By Anthony Zurcher

A funny thing happened on the
way to a bipartisan agreement to fund
US government operations and avoid a
partial shutdown this week.

Conservatives in Congress — en-
couraged by tech multi-billionaire
Elon Musk — balked.

Republicans tried to regroup on
Thursday afternoon, offering a new,
slimmed-down package to fund the
government. That vote failed, as 38
Republicans joined most Democrats
in voting no.

All this political drama provides
just a taste of the chaos and unpre-
dictability that could be in store under
unified Republican rule in Washington
next year.

The man at the centre of this week’s
drama holds no official government ti-
tle or role. What Elon Musk does have,
however, is hundreds of billions of
dollars, a social media megaphone and
the ear not just of the president of the
United States but also rank-and-file
conservatives in Congress.

On Wednesday morning, the tech
tycoon took to X, which he purchased
for $44bn two years ago, to disparage
a compromise that Republican Speak-
er of the House Mike Johnson had
struck with Democrats to temporarily
fund US government operations until
mid-March.

As the number of his posts about
the proposed agreement stretched into
triple digits, at times amplifying fac-
tually inaccurate allegations made by

conservative commentators, oppo-
sition to the legislation in Congress
grew.

And by Wednesday evening, Don-
ald Trump — perhaps sensing that he
needed to get in front of the growing
conservative uprising - publicly stated

President-elect Donald Trump and Elon Musk derailed a stopgap spending bill with
vocal opposition.

that he, too, opposed the government
funding bill.

He said it contained wasteful
spending and Democratic priorities,
while also demanding that Congress
take the politically sensitive step of
raising — or even doing away with - the
legal cap on newly issued American
debt that the US would reach some-
time next summer.

Support for the stopgap spending
bill then collapsed, forcing Johnson
and his leadership team to scramble
to find an alternative path forward. As
they did, Musk celebrated, proclaim-
ing that “the voice of the people has
triumphed”.

It may be more accurate, howev-
er, to say that it was Musk’s voice that
triumphed.

On Thursday afternoon, Repub-
licans unveiled a new proposal that
suspended the debt limit for the first
two years of Trump’s second term,
funded the government until March
and included some disaster relief and
other measures included in the original
funding package.

But Musk’s involvement may not

land well with some legislators. Dem-
ocrats in the chamber joked about
“President Musk”, while even a few
Republicans publicly grumbled.

“Who?” Pennsylvania Republican
Glenn Thompson responded when
asked about Musk. “I don’t see him in
the chamber.”

Musk may have been the instiga-
tor, but this latest congressional fund-
ing crisis reveals what has been — and
is likely to continue to be — an ongoing
challenge for the narrow Republican
majority in the House of Representa-
tives.

For two years, Republicans in the
chamber have grappled with keeping
a united front amidst a party populat-
ed, at least in part, by politicians with
an active contempt for the government
they help to run.

Internal divisions delayed Kevin
McCarthy’s election as speaker of the
House in January 2022 and led to his
removal — a first in American history —
the following year. Johnson ultimately
replaced him, but only after weeks of
leaderless limbo. Some Republicans

cont’d on pg 20
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India v Pakistan matches at ICC
events to be held at neutral venues

NEW DELHI (Reuters)
- Matches between politi-
cally estranged rivals India
and Pakistan at Internation-
al Cricket Council (ICC)
events that either nation is
due to host will be played
at neutral venues, the ICC
said on Thursday, ending
uncertainty over next year’s
Champions Trophy.

The arrangement will ap-
ply to two major ICC events
next year - the men’s Cham-
pions Trophy in Pakistan
and the women’s ODI World
Cup in India.

It will also be in place for
the men’s T20 World Cup in
2026, which India will co-
host alongside Sri Lanka,

and the women’s T20 World
Cup in 2028 in Pakistan, the
ICC said.

“The match schedule for
the men’s Champions Tro-
phy 2025 will be confirmed
in the coming days,” the ICC
said in a statement.

Due to soured relations,
India have not visited Paki-
stan since 2008 and the ri-
vals play each other only at
multi-team events.

Pakistan visited India for

€rnational
icketCound

the 50-overs World Cup last
year, but the Indian cricket
board (BCCI) has decided
not to send its team to Paki-
stan for the Champions Tro-
phy next year, citing govern-
ment advice.

Pakistan also hosted the
Asia Cup last year, but win-
ners India played all their
matches in Sri Lanka.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board initially rejected the
idea of adopting that “hybrid

model” for the Champions
Trophy before accepting it
on condition that they would
be allowed similar favours
for ICC events in India.

A politically charged-up
India versus Pakistan contest
is the most anticipated match
in any ICC tournament, es-
pecially after the suspension
of bilateral tours between
the bitter cricket-mad neigh-
bours.

PCB chairman Mohsin
Nagqvi is also Pakistan’s In-
terior Minister, while Jay
Shah, who was the BCCI
secretary until he took over
as ICC chairman earlier this
month, is the son of India’s
Home Minister Amit Shah.

cont’d from pg 19

had hoped that with Trump’s election,
members of their majority, which will
become even slimmer when the new
Congress is sworn in next month,
would be more willing to march in
lockstep to support the new president’s
agenda. And some are.

“I think President Trump pret-
ty much laid out the plan, so I don’t
know what the discussions are about,”
Florida Congresswoman Anna Paulina
Luna told reporters after internal Re-
publican meetings on Thursday after-
noon.

What this week has revealed, how-
ever, is that the president-elect may
not always offer the legislature the
clear, consistent direction it requires.

His insistence on raising the debt
limit, for instance, caught many in his
own party by surprise. And outside in-
fluences, such as from Musk or others,
could inject extra instability into the
process.

If Republicans aren’t able to reach
near unanimity in the House, they will
have to find ways to win over Demo-
crats if they want to achieve any kind
of legislative success. And what this
week showed (once again) is that the
kind of political compromises neces-
sary could prompt a greater number of
Republican defections.

Trump’s party will be challenged
to effectively govern on its own — but
it also may not be able to tolerate gov-
erning with the help of Democrats.

If there is no political equilibrium
in the chamber, it would put Trump’s
more ambitious legislative priorities at
risk before he even takes office.

Republicans may yet find a way
to avoid a lengthy government shut-
down through a temporary budget
resolution, even though the first round
of pressure from Trump resulted in an
embarrassing failure to win enough
support within his own party.

For Johnson, however, the dam-

age may have already been done. His
authority over House Republicans has
been undercut — first by Musk and then
by Trump - just a few weeks before he
stands for re-election as speaker of the
House.

Already one Republican, Thomas
Massie of Kentucky, has said he will
not support Johnson’s re-election. Oth-
ers, including members of Johnson’s
own leadership team, have been non-
committal. Marjorie Taylor Greene,
the firebrand Georgia congresswoman
who unsuccessfully pushed to remove
Johnson in May, suggested Musk be-
come speaker.

Meanwhile, Trump — the one man
who could throw Johnson a lifeline —
has been equivocal, telling Fox News
that Johnson could “easily” remain
speaker if he “acts decisively and
tough”.

Decisiveness may not be enough,
however, when every direction for the
speaker appears to lead to a dead end.
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CWI president Shallow remains
steadfast in push for governance reform

Cricket West Indies (CWI) presi-
dent Dr. Kishore Shallow has doubled
down on his commitment to gover-
nance reform despite significant resis-
tance from the Guyana Cricket Board
(GCB) and the Barbados Cricket As-
sociation (BCA).

The two territorial boards failed
to attend a crucial meeting earlier this
month to vote on implementing pro-
posed reforms, stalling progress on
modernizing CWI’s governance struc-
ture.

Shallow, while acknowledging
the challenge of achieving consensus
among all stakeholders, emphasized
the importance of reform.

“There 1s a shared commitment
from CWI to continue to champion
governance reform.

‘Part of that is for us to sensitise
our stakeholders, our territorial boards
included, to strengthen their own gov-
ernance structure,” Shallow declared
during the CWI’s quarterly press con-
ference on Monday.

The December 6 meeting was con-
vened to address the adoption of key
recommendations from the Wehby Re-
port, drafted by Jamaican business mo-
gul Don Wehby, which seeks to intro-
duce term limits, adjust term durations
for leadership positions, and enhance
the overall governance framework.

The absence of the GCB and BCA
prevented the meeting from reaching
a quorum and, as such, forced its ad-
journment.

According to Shallow, the no-
show of the two territorial boards has
created a significant roadblock in ad-
vancing reforms that have otherwise
gained widespread support across the
region.

“I can safely say all the territori-
al boards that attended the meeting
on the sixth of December were in full

Cricket West Indies (CI) president Dr. Kishore Shallow

support of governance reform,” Shal-
low noted.

“The independent directors as well
are also in support of governance re-
form. We have had several meetings
and consultations with different stake-
holders as well. The Prime-Ministe-
rial Sub Committee on Cricket... are
champions of such change, and we
will continue to make efforts in that
regard,” he added.

Both the GCB and BCA have ex-
pressed concerns about the proposed
reforms, with the BCA advocating
for a rotational policy for leadership.
However, Shallow explained that this
proposal had already been reviewed
and dismissed through established
processes.

“We have a governance commit-
tee chaired by Arjoon Ramlal, one of

our directors, and those recommen-
dations from Barbados, including the
rotational policy for leadership, have
gone through the process and have
been rejected. It came to the board
again and was rejected again. So, this
has not found favour. In fact, it is just a
minority that has been advocating for
this,” Shallow revealed.

That said, Shallow remains stead-
fast in his efforts to bring the GCB and
BCA into alignment with the rest of
the region.

“This is a case of continued effort,
and we are going to continue to sensi-
tise those two members who are clear-
ly not in full alignment with the rest
of the shareholders. We will continue
to do whatever it takes to get them on
board with governance reform,” Shal-
low ended.
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Second LI Hurricanes trial
match ends in tame draw

The Leeward Islands (LI) Hurri-
canes wrapped up their second of two
trial matches in preparation for the
2025 Cricket West Indies (CWI) Pro-
fessional League Regional Four-Day
Competition on Wednesday.

Like the first encounter, the second
three-day trial match, which is orga-
nized by the Leeward Islands Cricket
Board (LICB), finished in a tame draw
at the Sir Vivian Richards Cricket Sta-
dium in Antigua.

Set a victory target of 280 to win,
Team A, which is led by Hayden
Walsh Jr., finished on 74 for three off
17 overs in their second innings at the
end of the match.

Opener Ross Powell got 28, and
Jewel Andrew was not out on 26. De-
mari Benta picked up two for 14.

Team B, which is led by Rahkeem
Cornwall, made 214 off 69.5 overs in
their first innings after losing the toss
and being sent in to bat.

Opener Kadeem Henry slammed
a century, hitting 108 off 158 balls,
which included nine fours and four
sixes.

Amahl Nathaniel hit 27, Daniel
Doram scored 24, and Elroy Francis Jr.
got 21. Leg-spinner Hayden Walsh Jr.
captured four for 62, and Chamequiko
Landerfort and Cameron Pennyfeather
each picked up two for 29.

In reply, Walsh’s Team A was dis-
missed for 225 off 62.5 overs. Tyrone
Williams Jr. topscored with 57 off 76
balls, including four fours and two
sixes. Kofi James hit 32 off 33 balls,
Jewel Andrew scored 31, opener Shel-
ton Forbes got 25, and captain Hayden
Walsh Jr. chipped in with 23.

Left-arm spinner Daniel Doram
captured five for 56, and Akadianto
Willett claimed three for 46.

Trailing by 11 runs, Cornwall’s
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Antiguan leg-spinner Hayden Walsh Jr, left, captained one of the teams during the
recent Leeward Islands Hurricanes trial matches at the Sir Vivian Richards Cricket

Stadium in Antigua. (LICB)

Team B declared their second innings
at 291 for nine off 68.5 overs.

Demari Benta struck 90 off 153
balls, including six fours; Elroy Fran-
cis Jr. cracked 75 off 105 balls, includ-
ing six fours and a six; Karima Gore
hit 39 off 56 balls before he retired
hurt; and Jahmar Hamilton hit an un-
beaten 29 off 25 balls, including three
sixes.

Kofi James claimed two for 72,
and Hayden Walsh Jr. captured two for

82.

Six teams, including defending
champions Guyana Harpy Eagles, will
contest seven matches in the 25 Re-
gional Four-Day Tournament that is
slated to commence on January 29.

The Combined Campuses and
Colleges (CCC) will join the other five
traditional regional territories in the
2025 Regional Four-Day Tournament,
in which matches will be hosted by all
six participating teams.
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Two players achieve
double hat tricks In
Second Division League

Two players recorded
double hat tricks to lead
Golden Grove FC to a
crushing win against West
Ham in the Antigua and
Barbuda Football Associa-
tion’s (ABFA) Second Di-
vision League on Wednes-
day.

Steven Hughes and Ty-
ler Anthony each scored
six goals as Golden Grove
romped to an emphat-
ic 16-1 drubbing of West
Ham at the PMS playing
field.

Hughes had conver-
sions in the second, 17th,
24th, 52nd, 55th, and 62nd
minutes, while Antho-
ny scored in the seventh,
10th, 27th, 50th, 60th, and
66th minutes.

The other goals for
Golden Grove were scored
by Justin Pereira in the
20th minute, Arnel Walsh
in the 23rd minute, Attian

Fabian in the 65th minute,
and Terrence Spencer in
the 79th minute.

Vaughn Roberts scored
the only goal for West Ham
by converting a penalty
kick in the 14th minute.

West Ham FC, which is
yet to record a point, will
remain in the cellar of the
second division after los-
ing all six matches.

The result allows Gold-
en Grove to advance to 15
points after recording their
fifth win in eight encoun-
ters.

National Parks English
Harbour continues to lead
the ABFA’s Second Divi-
sion League.

English Harbour con-
solidated their position at
the top of the standings by
notching up their seventh
win in nine matches with a
3-0 victory against Earth-
quake FC at the English

CACH ENDEAVOURING ALL ACHIEVING

Harbour playing field.

Clarence Marsh scored
twice, and Sadaeki Freder-
ick converted once for En-
glish Harbour.

cont’d from pg 24
Yadav for a 17-ball 22 in the eighth over.

One over later, all West Indian hope
seemed lost as Dottin fell for 25 off 17
balls, caught off the bowling of Titas Sand-
hu with the score on 62.

Shemaine Campbelle and Chinelle
Henry, who came in at four and five, re-
spectively, both batted well in their part-
nership of 34 for the fourth wicket.

Campbelle fell caught for an 11-ball
17 off the bowling of Deepti Sharma at the
start of the 12th over.

Henry was the best West Indian batter

of the day, making 43 off just 16 balls to
try her hand at overhauling the massive to-
tal put up by the hosts. She hit three fours
and four sixes before falling with the score
on 129 in the 15th over.

Aaliyah Alleyne (6), Nerissa Crafton
(9) and Shabika Gajnabi (3) all fell before
the end of the 18th over to erase all hopes
of a West Indies victory.

Radha Yadav finished with four for 29
from her four overs.

Both teams will clash again in the first
game of their three-match ODI series in

Vadodara on Sunday.

The result allows En-
glish Harbour to advance
to 22 points from nine en-
counters.

Earthquake FC will
remain on 12 points after
suffering their fourth de-
feat in eight matches.

Meanwhile, the ABFA
has postponed all match-
es in the Second Division
League that were slated to
take place on Friday (to-
day) due to a funeral ser-
vice that will be taking
place on the same day.

All matches in the First
Division League on Thurs-
day were also postponed
for the same reason.
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West Indies women lose

T201 series ac

The West Indies will
have to wait a bit longer for
their first T20 International
(T201) series win over India
since 2017 after they were
defeated by 60 runs in the
decisive third T20I at the
DY Patil Stadium in Mum-
bai on Thursday.

India batted first, post-
ing 217 for four from their
20 overs before restricting
the West Indians to 157 for
nine off their allotted 20
overs to claim victory by 60
runs and the three-match se-
ries 2-1.

It looked like West In-
dies captain Hayley Mat-
thews made the right deci-
sion by choosing to bowl
first after winning the toss
when Chinelle Henry got
the wicket of Uma Chetry
for a duck at the end of the
first over.

However, that proved
to be the last bit of success
the Windies women expe-
rienced for a while as cap-
tain Smriti Mandhana and
Jemimah Rodrigues added
98 throughout the next nine
overs.

That second-wicket
partnership ended when Ro-
drigues fell for 39 off the
bowling of Afy Fletcher in
the 11th over.
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Wicketkeeper Shemaine Campbelle embraces Chinelle Henry, left, as players of the West Indies
women’s team celebrate after capturing a wicket against India during the third T20 International
at the DY Patil Stadium in Mumbai, India, on Thursday, December 19, 2024. (BCCI)

Raghvi Bist then joined
her skipper and the pair
out on a further 44 before
Mandhana was dismissed
by Deandra Dottin with two
balls to go in the 15th over.

Mandhana made a top
score of 77 off 47 balls, in-
cluding 13 fours and a six.

That wicket brought
Richa Ghosh to the crease
and the wicket-keeper/bat-
ter played a massive part in
India reaching their biggest
total of the series.

Ghosh combined with

Bist to put on 70 for the
fourth wicket in just 5.1
overs before being dis-
missed with one ball re-
maining in the innings for a
21-ball 54, including three
fours and five sixes.

Bist finished unbeaten
on 31 as India reached 217
for four from their 20 overs.

In pursuit of 218 for vic-
tory, the West Indian chase
started slowly with openers
Matthews and Qiana Joseph
adding just nine in the first
three overs, thanks to some

accurate Indian bowling.

That built up pressure
paid off in the fourth over
when Joseph, after hitting
a six off the previous ball,
was dismissed by Sajeevan
Sanjana for 11 off 13 balls
with the score on 20.

In a change in the or-
der, Deandra Dottin came
in at number three to join
Matthews. The pair added
37 for the second wicket
before Matthew fell caught
off the bowling of Radha
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