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HIGHLIGHTS IMPROVEMENTS
TAKING PLACE AT SLBMC
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Sir Clare Roberts highlights
|mprovements taking place at SLBMC

Governor General's Deputy
Sir Clare Roberts at the Sir
Lester Bird Medical Centre
Dec 11 2024

The Governor Gen-
eral’s” Deputy, Sir Clare
Roberts, has praised the
improvements in  the
healthcare delivery system
now available in Antigua
and Barbuda.

Speaking at the annual
Christmas visits to insti-
tutions, Sir Clare said this
year has been marked by
significant advancements
within the nation’s medical
community.

“The expansion of the
Emergency Room here at
our main hospital has tri-
pled its capacity, ensuring

that more patients receive
timely and quality care
during emergencies.

Additionally, the refur-
bishment of the operating
theatres has introduced
state-of-the-art facilities,
including four fully func-
tional theatre suites, with
an additional suite desig-
nated as a potential Cardi-
ac Catheterization room,”
he observed.

According to Sir Clare
these are just some of the
innovations introduced at
the SLBMC.

“The hospital’s com-
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mitment to innovation
and excellence is further
demonstrated by the suc-
cessful completion of over
200 cataract surgeries by
the Trinidad Eye Hospi-
tal team and a historic
achievement in paediatric
surgery — a suture-less
thyroidectomy performed
for the first time in Anti-
gua and Barbuda during
the Caribbean College of
Surgeons’ visit,” Sir Clare
continued.

Among the noteworthy
achievements, he high-
lighted were two major de-
velopments: the relocation
of the Rehabilitation Cen-
tre to a more spacious area
that has better facilitates to
care for those in need.

Having recently ac-
companied Lady Roberts
for treatment, he can at-
test to the excellent service
at the Rehab Centre — he
said he was thoroughly
impressed by the empathy
and professionalism shown
by Dr Andre Peters and his
team of physiotherapists
and administrators.

“The  other  major
achievement is the hos-
pital’s advancement in
neonatal care, where the
lawful requirement of care
for premature babies at 28
weeks has now, in practice,
reached 26 weeks.

“I follow Dr Bell-Jar-
vis’ infectious enthusiasm
and passion to save the
preemies,” he explained.
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ALVIN C. GOODWIN ESQ. Q.PM, CPM

\

COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
1995-1999

Retired Police
Commissioner Alvin
Goodwin has died

The former head of the
police force passed away
on Sunday, December 8, in
the United States at the age

of 85 years.
Mr Goodwin succeed-
ed former Commission-

er Edrick K. Potter as the
Commissioner of Police
from 1995 to 1999.

He was formerly head
of the Criminal Investi-
gations Department and

Deputy Commissioner of
Administration within the
police force.

He was awarded the
Colonial

Police Med-

al-CPM for Meritorious
Service in 1977, and later
in his career, he received
the Queens Police Med-
al-QPM for Distinguished
Service.

Mr Goodwin retired
in 1999, after serving for
over 40 years.

Acting Commissioner
Everton Jeffers spoke with
his family and expressed
condolences on behalf of
the police force. Mr Good-
win leaves to mourn his
immediate family, col-
leagues, and friends of the
Royal Police Force.
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Pillars of an economic power house: A
comprehensive approach,

By Winston Williams Jr.

In a time when many nations
struggle to provide clear pathways
for youth development, Antigua
and Barbuda’s 2025 Budget State-
ment stands out for its comprehen-
sive, multi-pronged approach to
empowering the next generation.
Prime Minister Browne continues
to demonstrate a clear understand-
ing that youth development requires
more than just educational opportu-
nities — it requires a holistic strategy
that combines increased education,
employment prospects, and entre-
preneurial support.

At the heart of this approach is
the ambitious US$80 million expan-
sion of the UWI Five Islands Cam-
pus. This isn’t just about building
new classrooms; it’s about creating
a complete educational ecosystem
with dormitories, sports facilities,
and modern instructional complexes.
By attracting both local and regional
students, this investment will further
transform Five Islands into a hub of
learning and innovation, creating the
kind of vibrant academic environ-
ment that nurtures future leaders.

The construction of a new state-
of-the-art Five Islands Primary
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Budget 2025

School, which operates at the cutting
edge of international educational
best practices, will further uplift the
standard of public primary school-
ing in our nation. And the enhanced
vocational training provided at The
Harrison Centre, takes the original
vision of ABICE to the next level,
ensuring that all young people have
access to diverse educational path-
ways, employment opportunities and
entrepreneurial opportunities.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
and government clearly recognize
that it is critical to provide all citi-
zens pathways to continue their edu-
cational journey. The Youth and Ed-
ucation Empowerment Programme
(YEEP), which has already helped
7,000 citizens access higher educa-
tion, provides crucial second chanc-
es for those who might have missed
traditional educational opportunities.

Perhaps most impressively, the
budget takes serious steps to bridge
the gap between education and eco-
nomic opportunity. The doubling of
the Prime Minister’s Entrepreneur-
ship Development Programme to
$10 million, with a doubled grant

component of up to $10,000, pro-
cont’d on pg 5
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vides real financial muscle
for young entrepreneurs to
turn their ideas into busi-
nesses. Combined with the
projection of 2,000 new
jobs in 2025, this creates
a robust framework for
youth economic empow-
erment. The ABLP Admin-
istration’s continued ex-
pansion of available jobs
in the post Covid period,
combined with enhanced
entrepreneurial  support,
provides our youth with a
critical leg up as they en-
ter the world of work and
business.

Budget 2025 also tack-
les the challenging issue
of at-risk youth head-on.
Instead of focusing sole-
ly on punitive measures,
it balances enforcement
through the Anti-Gang Act

with positive initiatives
like the public sector egg
production programme
and sports-based engage-
ment programs. This bal-
anced approach recognizes
that the best way to combat
youth crime is to provide
viable alternatives and op-
portunities.

Special attention to
young women’s leadership
through the Emerging Fe-
male Leaders Programme
demonstrates an under-
standing that youth devel-
opment must be inclusive
and gender-conscious.
This kind of targeted pro-
gramming helps ensure
that all segments of our
youth population have op-
portunities to develop their
potential.

What makes the 2025
Budget truly remarkable

is how these various ini-
tiatives interlock and re-
inforce each other. The
expansion of educational
facilities works hand in
hand with job creation ini-
tiatives. Entrepreneurship
support complements tra-
ditional employment op-
portunities. And anti-gang
measures are balanced
with positive youth en-
gagement programs.

The comprehensive ap-
proach laid out by Prime
Minister Browne sets a
new standard for youth
development policy. It rec-
ognizes that young people
need more than just edu-
cation or jobs in isolation
— they need a complete
ecosystem of support and
opportunity. As these ini-
tiatives take root and grow,
they promise to create a

stronger, more prosper-
ous future for Antigua and
Barbuda’s youth.

The true test of any
Budget Speech is not just
in its promises but in its
implementation. However,
with clear funding com-
mitments and specific,
actionable programs, Bud-
get 2025 provides a solid
foundation for transform-
ing these ambitious plans
into reality. For the young
people of Antigua and
Barbuda, Prime Minister
Browne’s Budget 2025 an-
nouncements offer not just
hope, but concrete path-
ways to success.

Winston Vincent D.

Williams Jr. DIP. MSc.

St. John’s Antigua
Tel: (268)464 8037
Email: Williamsjr.

wv@gmail.com
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Breaking the glass ceiling:
Beyond political dynasties - the
critical need for women’s political
representation in Antigua

The stark reality of
women’s political represen-
tation in Antigua and Bar-
buda paints a troubling pic-
ture. With women holding a
mere 5.6% of parliamentary
seats as of February 2024,
our nation lags significant-
ly behind global standards,
where women average 27%
of parliamentary positions
worldwide. Even more con-
cerning is that our current
female parliamentarians
largely emerged from estab-
lished political dynasties,

raising crucial questions
about genuine accessibili-
ty to political power for all
women in our society.
While the achievement
of any woman in politics
should be celebrated, the
path to political leadership
in Antigua cannot be limited
to those born into political
families or those with sig-
nificant financial resources.
This perpetuates a system
where power remains con-
centrated within established
circles, effectively shut-

2024.
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We apologize for any inconvenience

-END-

(:5) 1(268) 462 0140/1 (i) westindiesoil.com @ @ X B

ting out the diverse voices
and experiences that could
transform our nation’s gov-
ernance.

The consequences of
this underrepresentation are
far-reaching. Research con-
sistently shows that when
women participate in poli-
cymaking, there are measur-
able improvements in leg-
islation addressing crucial
issues such as healthcare,
education, childcare, and
infrastructure. In Antigua’s
context, where we face
challenges ranging from
economic diversification to
climate resilience, we can-
not afford to sideline half of
our population’s talent and

perspective.
Consider our local com-
munities, where women

often serve as unofficial
leaders, organizing commu-
nity initiatives, managing
family resources, and solv-
ing day-to-day problems.
These women possess in-
valuable insights into our
nation’s needs, yet they face
seemingly insurmountable
barriers to formal political
participation - from limited
access to campaign financ-
ing to entrenched cultural
biases about women’s lead-
ership capabilities.

The way forward re-
quires decisive action. First,

we must implement and
enforce meaningful gender
quotas that go beyond to-
ken representation. Second,
campaign financing regula-
tions must be reformed to
level the playing field for
candidates without fami-
ly wealth or political con-
nections. Third, we need
comprehensive  programs
to support and train aspir-
ing women leaders from
all backgrounds, particu-
larly those from grassroots
movements and community
organizations.

Most crucially, we must
challenge the narrative that
political leadership is the
domain of a select few. Ev-
ery market vendor, teacher,
nurse, or business owner
who understands our com-
munity’s challenges could
be our next great political
leader. Their voices - not
just those of political dynas-
ties - need to be heard in our
parliament.

The question facing An-
tigua and Barbuda today is
not whether we need more
women in politics - the
evidence  overwhelming-
ly proves we do. The real
question is whether we are
ready to dismantle the sys-
tems that keep political
power concentrated in the

cont’d on pg 7
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Pirates of the 21st century

By Sergio Martinez Gonzélez

Ambassador of the Re-
public of Cuba in Antigua
and Barbuda.

As children, we watched
the movies and read the so-
called adventure comics
about the battles and prac-
tices of pirates and corsairs
in our region who, several
centuries ago, attacked ships
on the high seas or assaulted
cities, seizing everything
within their reach with force
and brutality. No one could
imagine that in the middle
of the 21st century in which
we live, shameful piracy
practices would once again
be used by governments to
deprive smaller countries of
their goods, resources and
products that are the undis-
puted property of those peo-
ples.

On December 10, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Cuba is-
sued a statement denounc-
ing the most recent law ap-
proved by the US Congress
and signed by the country’s
President Joe Biden, which
provides a so call “legal
framework™, to consolidate
the theft of Cuban trade-
marks legitimately regis-
tered in the US Patent and
Trademark Office. As not-
ed, this law is a new blow

to the international system
of protection of industrial
property and confirms the
United States’ disregard for
the institutions of interna-
tional law, in particular, the
Agreement on Trade-Relat-
ed Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights and the Par-
is Convention for the Pro-
tection of Industrial Prop-
erty.

The attitude of the US
government contrasts with
that of the Cuban authori-
ties, who have always acted
in strict compliance with the
international ~ conventions
on intellectual property to
which Cuba and the United
States are party. Currently,
6,448 US trademarks are
registered and protected in
Cuba.

The US government has
made the theft of goods and
properties from countries
that do not submit to its de-

signs a common practice
within its aggressive and
hostile policy against these
countries. As part of its
genocidal and inhuman eco-
nomic war that the US has
promoted for more than six
decades against the Cuban
people, the different North
American Administrations
have deprived Cuba of mil-
lions of dollars belonging
to the largest country of the
Antilles for the payment of
numerous services provided
by Cuba, such as telephone
communications. From the
people of the Bolivarian Re-
public of Venezuela, around
22 billion USD have also
been “confiscated” (in real-
ity stolen) with the greatest
impunity, and companies
such as CITGO estimated at
a value of 13 billion USD.
Once again, with the
approval of this new law
against Cuba, the United

cont’d from pg 6

hands of a few and create genuine oppor-
tunities for all women to serve their nation
through political leadership.

As we approach future elections, let us
remember that true democracy flourishes
when leadership opportunities are accessi-

ble to all, not just those born into privilege.
The time has come for Antigua and Bar-
buda to move beyond political dynasties
and embrace the full spectrum of women’s
leadership potential. Our nation’s future
depends on it.

Concerned Voter

States government is giv-
ing space to the petty inter-
ests of the most aggressive
anti-Cuban sectors whose
manipulation of the Amer-
ican political system has
become common practice.
Behind this new anti-Cuban
monstrosity, is the old effort
of companies like Bacardi
that cannot compete fairly
in international markets (not
even in the US market itself
if it were allowed) with the
quality of Cuban products
such as the renowned Ha-
vana Club Rum. The same
thing happened in 1996,
when the infamous and co-
lonial Helms-Burton Act
was approved, which some
also called the Bacardi Act,
due to the active and direct
role played by this company
in favor of this legislative
monstrosity. As indicated by
the complaint formulated by
Cuba, Bacardi irrefutably
shares the responsibility for
the suffering imposed on
Cuba by the US Govern-
ment, and all those who do
not accept the path of inde-
pendence and sovereignty
chosen by the Cuban peo-
ple.
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ABI Insurance Awards young artists
in Road Safety Art Competition

ABI Insurance has an-
nounced the winners of
its recent Road Safety Art
Competition. This initia-
tive, aimed at promoting
road safety awareness
among young people, en-
couraged children and
teenagers aged 5 to 18 to
express their creativity
through art.

“We were over-
whelmed by the talent and
creativity displayed by the
young artists who partici-
pated in this competition,”
said Mrs. Julie Porter, the
Business Development
Manager at ABI Insurance.
“It’s truly inspiring to see
how these young minds
can convey important mes-
sages through art. We are
proud to support initiatives
that promote road safety
and encourage young peo-

From left: 1).Winner: Zoey Carter 11 yrs old - St. John's Lutheran School; 2). Winner: Gabrielle
Grant 15 yrs old - CKHS; 3). 2nd place: Koryn Tonge 12 yrs old - CKHS; 4). 3rd place: Malik Wat-
kins 16 yrs old - AGS; 5). 3rd place: Jenae Lewis 10 yrs old - Post Millennial Academy; 6). 2nd
place: Summer Goodwin 15 yrs old - CKHS; 7). 3rd place: Meilin Hong 13 yrs old - CKHS; 8).
Winner: Mahl Singh 14 yrs old - CKHS; 9). 2nd place: Angelina Butros 13 yrs old - CKHS.

ple to express themselves.”

The competition re-
ceived numerous entries,
and a panel of judges se-
lected the winners based
on creativity, originality,
and the effective commu-

nication of road
messages.

ABI Insurance extends
its gratitude to all schools
that participated in the
competition. The compa-
ny remains dedicated to

safety

community involvement
and road safety promotion.
By inspiring young artists
to address this vital issue,
we aim to foster positive
change and a safer future
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Local health authorities fumigate mosquito breeding sites to stem outbreaks of dengue fever.

Record outbreak of dengue fever
in Central and South America

By Sofia Ferreira Santos

The number of cases of dengue
fever in Central and South America
has nearly tripled to a record high
this year, the Pan American Health
Organisation (Paho) said on Tues-
day.

More than 12.6m cases and 7,700
deaths were recorded in what Paho
says is the biggest outbreak in the re-
gion since records began in 1980.

Brazil, Argentina, Colombia in
South America and Mexico in North
America were hit especially hard by
the virus, accounting for the majority
of cases and deaths.

Dengue is a mosquito-borne vi-
rus that can cause serious illness or
death in some cases.

Symptoms include a fever, severe

headache, pain behind the eyes, mus-
cle and joint pain, and a blotchy rash.

Those with a more severe type
of dengue might experience severe
stomach pain, fatigue, vomiting, and
blood in vomit or stool.

Vaccines have been introduced in
some countries in the region, while
others, such as Honduras, plan to
start distribution in 2025.

In a statement, Paho urged for
stronger mitigation efforts and col-
laboration across the Americas.

Its director, Dr Jarbas Barbosa,
said the high number of cases was
linked to a hotter, wetter climate
and factors such as accumulated wa-
ter around the home and poor waste
management, which create breeding
grounds for mosquitoes.

He also said the virus was posing
a “higher-than-normal” risk to chil-
dren.

In Guatemala, 70% of dengue-re-
lated deaths were children, while in
Mexico, Costa Rica and Paraguay,
under-15s made up more than a third
of severe cases, Paho data showed.

Children and people with pre-ex-
isting health conditions are more
likely to catch the disease and devel-
op more serious symptoms.

Around half the world’s popula-
tion live in areas with a risk of con-
tracting the disease, according to the
US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

It is spread through the bite of an
infected mosquito, most commonly
the Aedes aegypti.
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WhatsApp and Instagram
restored after Meta outages

By Charlotte Edwards

Instagram and WhatsApp are
now back online after a mass global
outage affected several Meta-owned
apps on Wednesday.

Facebook has yet to confirm
whether all its issues have been re-
solved.

“Thanks for bearing with us!
We’re 99% of the way there - just
doing some last checks. We apolo-
gize to those who’ve been affected
by the outage,” Meta, which owns
the apps, said on X.

Over 22,000 people reported is-
sues with Facebook on Wednesday
evening and over 18,000 struggled
to use WhatsApp, according to out-
age-tracking site Downdetector.

Problems with the apps were re-
ported in the UK, parts of Europe,

Asia, Australia, South America, and
the US.

“And we’re back, happy chat-
ting!” WhatsApp said on X.

“Andddd we’re back - sorry for
the wait, and thanks for bearing with
us,” Instagram said.

The outages started around 18:00
GMT on Wednesday, according to
Downdetector. Its numbers are based
on reports of outages and the actual
number of users affected may vary
considerably.

Soon after users reported issues,
Meta said it was aware of a “techni-
cal issue” that was “impacting some
users’ ability to access our apps” and
said it was working to fix things as
soon as possible.

A variety of issues were reported
including not being able to use the

apps at all or feeds not refreshing for
certain users.

“We’re aware of some issues ac-
cessing WhatsApp. We’re actively
working on a solution and starting
to see a return to normal for most
people. We expect things to be back
to normal shortly,” WhatsApp said
around the same time.

Meta’s platforms are some of the
most popular in the world. Facebook
has over three billion active monthly
users.

The biggest outage Meta expe-
rienced was in 2021 when founder
Mark Zuckerberg apologised for the
disruption caused.

On that occasion, Facebook,
Messenger, WhatsApp and Insta-
gram services went down for almost
six hours.
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Grenada’s tourism sector
celebrates 26 consecutive
months of growth

TOURISM

2 >

Grenada has achieved
a milestone in its tourism
industry, recording 26 con-
secutive months of positive
growth since September
2022, the Grenada Tourism
Authority (GTA) announced
on Monday.

The island has seen sig-
nificant increases in Visi-
tor numbers, with a notable
30 per cent rise in arrivals
during the first quarter of
2023 and a historic peak of
over 20,000 visitor arrivals
in a single month by Decem-
ber. The growth continued
into 2024, with a 17 per cent
year-over-year increase in

visitor numbers.
February 2024 was par-
ticularly impressive, with

e 5

19,608 arrivals—a 31.7 per
cent increase compared to
the same month in 2023.
This surge was partially at-
tributed to Grenada’s 50th
Independence  Anniversary
celebrations, which drew
travellers from key interna-
tional markets.

“This milestone of 26
consecutive months of pos-
itive growth is a proud mo-
ment for Grenada,” said
Petra Roach, CEO of the
Grenada Tourism Authority.
“It reflects the resilience and
determination of our tourism
stakeholders and the allure
of our island as a destination
that captivates travellers.”

The Authority shared
that the key factors contrib-

uting to this success include
increased air connectivity
with new routes from airlines
like JetBlue, Air Canada, and
Westlet, as well as the addi-
tion of two luxury properties:
Six Senses and Silversands
Beach House.

The island has also
gained international recog-
nition through awards from
Condé¢ Nast Traveler and
USA Today.

Underwater attractions
have also played a signif-
icant role, with the expan-
sion of the Molinere Under-
water Sculpture Park and
the launch of the Carriacou
Underwater Sculpture Park
helping to solidify Grenada’s
reputation as a top diving

destination.

The tourism growth has
been further enhanced by
media exposure, including
appearances in television se-
ries like The Fortune Hotel
and Below Deck, which have
introduced the island to mil-
lions of viewers worldwide.

Randall Dolland, Chair-
man of the Grenada Tourism
Authority, emphasized the
collaborative effort behind
this achievement.

«Grenada>s ability to
attract and retain visitors
is a direct reflection of
the dedication of our
stakeholders, the richness of
our culture, and the enduring
allure of our natural beauty,»
he stated.
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Dominica: Three electoral
bills to be tabled at next
parliament S|ttmg

Prime Minister Roos-
evelt Skerrit is set to pres-
ent three important bills
when Parliament convenes
on December 16.

A Bill for an Act to en-
sure the effective operation
of the Electoral Commis-
sion, a Bill for an Act out-
lining the election process
for members of the House
of Assembly and a Bill for
an Act to introduce new
provisions for the registra-
tion of electors will be ta-
bled.

These bills will be pre-
sented for the first reading
only, marking a significant
step in the government’s
ongoing legislative agenda.

In addition, Dr Irving
Mclntyre, Minister for Fi-
nance, Economic Develop-
ment, Climate Resilience
and Social Security, will
seek approval for Supple-
mentary Estimates of Ex-
penditure for the current
financial year ending June
30, 2024.

The supplementary es-
timates are expected to ad-
dress changes and adjust-
ments in the government’s
financial plans.

Health Minister Cas-
sanni Laville will introduce
two crucial bills aimed at
strengthening the health-
care sector.

The first Bill seeks

e

to establish a Pharmacy
Council to regulate phar-

macists, pharmacies, and
the supply of drugs to the
public.

The second Bill aims
to create the Medical Lab-
oratories Council, which
will oversee the licensing,
monitoring, and inspection
of medical laboratories.

The government will
also seek parliamentary ap-
proval for a bank guarantee
that would secure com-
mitments made under the
Air Service Agreement be-

thet 44 '111_11
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tween the Discover Domi-
nica Authority and United
Airlines Inc.

Additionally, a pro-
posal for an additional
credit facility from the In-
ternational Development
Association (IDA) will be
presented to fund the com-
pletion of the East Coast
Road, covering the route
from Bois Diable to Hatton
Garden via Castle Bruce
and the Kalinago Territory.

This funding is needed
to cover increased costs
due to remedial works and

\h.'ﬂ'

to enhance the resilience of
the road.

Other legislative mat-
ters on the Order Pa-
per include the Money
Laundering  (Prevention)
(Amendment) Bill 2024,
Proceeds of Crime
(Amendment) Bill 2024,
Investment Funds Bill
2024, Dominica Hospi-
tals Authority (Amend-
ment) Bill 2024, the East-
ern Caribbean Securities
Regulatory ~ Commission
Agreement 2024, and the
Securities Bill 2024.
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FBI Director Christopher Wray to
resign before Trump takes office

By Nadine Yousif

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Director Christopher Wray has said
he will resign before President-elect
Donald Trump, who has indicated
he would fire him, takes office next
month.

Wray announced at an internal FBI
meeting on Wednesday that he had de-
cided to step aside after weeks of con-
sideration.

Trump has already nominated
Kash Patel, who has called for “dra-
matically” limiting the FBI’s authority,
to lead the law-enforcement agency.

Wray, whom Trump nominated in
2017 to a 10-year term, has faced crit-
icism during his tenure from Repub-
licans due to the FBI’s investigations
into the former president after he left
office.

Speaking at the FBI meeting on
Wednesday, Wray said: “I’ve decided
the right thing for the bureau is for me
to serve until the end of the current ad-
ministration in January and then step
down.”

“In my view, this is the best way
to avoid dragging the bureau deep-
er into the fray, while reinforcing the
values and principles that are so im-
portant to how we do our work,” Wray
added.

He received a standing ovation af-
ter his remarks, with some in the audi-
ence crying, an unnamed official told
the Associated Press.

Trump appointed Wray to lead
the FBI after firing his predecessor
James Comey following the FBDs
investigations into alleged contacts
between the 2016 Trump campaign
and Russia.

When appointing him, Trump said
Wray - a Yale Law School graduate
- was a man of “impeccable creden-

tials”.

But in recent years, Wray has
fallen out of favour with the presi-
dent-elect after the FBI assisted with a
federal probe into Trump’s handling of
classified documents, a case that has
since been dropped.

Trump said Wray’s resignation
was “a great day for America”.

“It will end the Weaponization of
what has become known as the Unit-
ed States Department of Injustice,” he
said on Truth Social. “We will now
restore the rule of law for all Ameri-
cans.”

Following his election to a second
term, Trump said his pick for FBI di-
rector would be Patel - a former aide
who has been a steadfast supporter of
the incoming Republican president.

On Wednesday, Patel said he was
“looking forward to a smooth tran-
sition and I’ll be ready to go on day
one”.

“Senators have been wonderful
and I look forward to earning their
trust and confidence through the ad-
vice and consent process, and restor-
ing law and order and integrity to the
FBIL,” he said.

Patel requires approval by the Sen-
ate before he can be appointed. In the
meantime, FBI deputy director Paul
Abbate, a veteran FBI agent, will run

the bureau after Wray’s departure, the
BBC’s US partner CBS News report-
ed.

Patel has been a fierce critic of
the FBI. In his memoir, Government
Gangsters, Patel called for an eradica-
tion of “government tyranny” within
the FBI by firing “the top ranks”.

Patel’s critics have expressed
doubts that he is qualified to lead one
of the world’s top law enforcement
agencies.

However, some Republican law-
makers have welcomed his nomina-
tion.

“Reform is badly needed at FBI,”
Senator Chuck Grassley of lowa wrote
on X following news of Wray’s resig-
nation, adding that the American peo-
ple deserve transparency and account-
ability.

Wray has strongly denied he al-
lowed a Democratic partisan agenda to
run amok as FBI director, telling law-
makers a year ago at a House of Rep-
resentatives hearing that he had been a
lifelong Republican.

“The idea that I am biased against
conservatives seems somewhat insane
to me, given my own personal back-
ground,” he said.

US Senate Majority Whip Dick
Durbin, a Democrat, reacted to Wray’s
resignation by thanking him for his
service and saying that the FBI “will
soon embark on a perilous new era
with serious questions about its fu-
ture.”

Wray was also praised by Attorney
General Merrick Garland, who said
in a statement that he had “served our
country honourably and with integrity
for decades, including for seven years
as Director of the FBI under presidents
of both parties.”

cont’d on pg 17
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‘Dozens’ being investigated

over UK Post Offlce

By Ben King

Police investigating
crimes linked to the Post
Office Horizon IT scandal
are looking at “dozens” of
potential suspects, but don’t
expect trials to begin until
2027.

Police are investigat-
ing possible crimes by Post
Office and Fujitsu employ-
ees and external lawyers,
following the wrongful
prosecution of hundreds of
subpostmasters after faulty
Horizon software said mon-
ey was missing from their
Post Office branch accounts.

Three suspects have
already been interviewed
under caution and there are
plans to interview others
next year, according to po-
lice.

But no one will be
charged until officers have
read the final report from
the separate public inquiry,
almost 30 years after con-
cerns were first raised.

Lee Castleton, a
sub-postmaster from Bri-
dlington, near Hull, who
was bankrupted in 2004 af-
ter losing a two-year battle
with the Post Office over
Horizon, said: “I can’t un-
derstand why it’s taken so

long, I can’t understand
why things are having to
be gone over and over and
over... But you know, never
give in, we’ll get there.”

Former  sub-postmis-
tress Seema Misra was
wrongly found guilty of
theft and false accounting
in 2010, and sent to prison
while eight-weeks pregnant.

She welcomed the up-
date on the criminal inves-
tigation as “a step forward”,
adding that “at least things
are going in the right direc-
tion now — hopefully.”

She said it had already
been a long wait for her and
other victims of the scandal,
which she described as hav-
ing “taken its toll”.

“Did we expect it to take
this long? No,” she said.
“We wanted it to be done
sooner, rather than later.”

The first media reports
of Horizon problems were
published by Computer
Weekly in 2009.

Alan Bates and his fel-
low sub-postmasters’ won
the first of their two High
Court victories in March
2019, eight years before the
first criminal trials are set to
begin.

Some 100 officers from

around England and Wales

are now working on what
they’ve called Operation
Olympos, which began in
2020. The investigation will
be led by the Metropolitan

Police in London, while
Police Scotland, the Police
Service of Northern Ireland
and National Crime Agency
are also involved.

Commander  Stephen
Clayman said the scale of
the investigation was “un-
precedented”.

“We have got, we think,
over 3,000 people affected
in some way, by Horizon.
So it’s huge and we have got
to put in a commensurate
number of officers, to start
moving it at pace,” he said.

The first phase of the
investigation will focus

cont’d from pg 16

our country safe.”

The FBIAA, the association represent-
ing the bureau’s agents, said that Wray led
them “through challenging times with a
steady focus on doing the work that keeps

FBI directors are appointed for 10-year

terms - a length chosen to outlast political
turnovers in the White House every four
years, and therefore the appearance of bias.

Wray’s term was not due to expire un-
til 2027. Trump would not have been able
to appoint Patel, his pick, without firing
Wray or him resigning voluntarily.

scandal

on those making “key de-
cisions” on investigations
and prosecutions, looking
at possible offences of per-
jury and the serious offence
of perverting the course of
justice.

A second phase will cast
the net wider, potentially
taking in senior post office
executives.

Work is already under-
way on building some of
the cases, and police are in
regular dialogue with the
Crown Prosecution Service.

The first trials may in-
volve cases from either
phase, police said, but
timescales and the numbers
of potential suspects could
change as more evidence is
gathered.

Officers are already
working with 1.5 million
documents in the case and
expect this number to grow.

The investigation has
also launched an online por-
tal to allow sub-postmasters
and others to submit evi-
dence to the investigation.
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CPTSA Wings reliving 35 years
of sportsmanship and community

President Lucaso Bru-
mant emphasized the im-
portance of teamwork, pos-
itive sportsmanship, and
perseverance as the CPTSA
Wings Sports Club celebrat-
ed its 35th anniversary with
a banquet and awards cere-
mony at Cortsland Hotel in
Gambles on Saturday, De-
cember 7, 2024.

Brumant, who became
president of the CPTSA
Wings Sports Club in 1992,
acknowledged the challeng-
es of the club over the years
but encouraged everyone to
make the most of their time.

He also highlighted the
club’s unique approach to
developing young athletes,
who are often poached or
recruited by other clubs.

Brumant said constantly
losing athletes to other clubs
often resulted in the CPTSA
Wings Club losing games in
competitions. However, he
said, “The CPTSA Wings
are still winners, since the

club’s strong point has been
continuing the struggle for
the past 35 years and still
continuing to exist.”

The featured address
was delivered by Mr. Eli
Richardson, a former track
and basketball athlete. He
stressed the importance of
balance in life and urged
parents to support their chil-
dren’s athletic endeavours,
even if they don’t have
personal experience in the
sport.

The room was filled
with past and present mem-
bers, players, parents, rep-
resentatives from the Gov-
ernor General’s  office,
Senator Kiz Johnson, spon-
sors, coaches, and volun-
teers.

The event was held un-
der the auspices of Sir Reg-
inald Samuel, who is the
patron of the CPTSA Wings
Sports Club.

Sir Reginald was repre-

cont’d on pg 19

Maliek Francis, right, awarded the award for the CPSA Wings
Most Outstanding Track & Field Athlete from Senator Kiz John-
son.

Joseph Saeigh, right, accepts his CPTSA Wings Youth Foot-
ball Most Outstanding Player Award from Senator Kiz Johnson
during the club’s 35th anniversary banquet and awards ceremo-
ny at the Cortsland Hotel in Gambles on Saturday, December 7,
2024. (Photos courtesy CPTSA Wings Sports Club)

Thaddeus Price with h|s Appreciation Award for his service as a
former CPTSA Wings Outstanding Coach.
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sented by his son, Roland
Samuel, who joined Senator
Johnson in the presentation
of awards during the event.
The award ceremony
recognized members, play-
ers, and coaches who had
made significant contribu-
tions to the club over the
years. Guests were greeted
with a glass of champagne
and invited to sign the an-
niversary booklet or make a
monetary contribution. The
venue was adorned with
photos from past events in a
photo booth decorated with
balloons and featuring the
club’s logo and the theme

“Realizing the Vision,
Charting the Course.”
The host, Ms.

Lou-

ise, skillfully guided the
programme after Deacon
Llewellyn Dyer opened the
event with a prayer.

The atmosphere was
friendly and comfortable as
the 2023 Junior Soca Mon-
arch, Empress Jai’Lilah,
serenaded the audience with
Rihanna’s “Lift Me Up.”

The evening concluded
with a performance by CPT-
SA Wings Basketball Coach
Guy Yearwood, who show-
cased his rapping skills to
inspire young athletes.

Vice-President of the
CPTSA Wings Sports Club
Barbara Coates delivered
the vote of thanks at the
event, which concluded at
approximately 11 pm on
Saturday.

Dirkisha Fullington, right, accepts the President’s Award for
CPTSA Wings Outstanding Basketball Player from Roland Sam-
uel, son of Sir Reginald Samuel, who is a legendary honorary
member of the club.

Jodaliah Constant, right, accepts the CPTSA Wings Most Out-
standing Basketball Award from Senator Kiz Johnson.

Georgetta Gigi Lewis, right, accepts the President’'s Apprecia-
tion Award for her contribution as an Outstanding CPTSA Wings
Coach and former athlete/player from Roland Samuel.
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ABNA elects new executive
to administer its affairs

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Netball Association
(ABNA) has elected a new
executive to continue to ad-
minister the affairs of the
organization for the next
two years.

Former national player
and president Karen Joseph
was re-elected unopposed
to lead a nine-member ex-
ecutive, which was chosen
during the ABNA’s election
of officers meeting at the
Sir Vivian Richards Stadi-
um Conference Room on
Tuesday evening.

Amey Lake was chosen
as first vice-president, and
Kennesia Cabral was elect-
ed as second vice-president.

Shirley George-Benja-
min was chosen as honor-

_-_.,w/

Members of the ABNA at its election of officers meeting at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium Con-
ference Room on Tuesday, December 10, 2024. (ABNA)

ary secretary, and Chaka
Grant was elected as trea-

surer.

Sanchez Martin has
been elected as assistant
secretary treasurer. Three

floor members were also
chosen. They are Jamila
Fitz, Alphonsine Lake, and
Dr. Anike Anthony.

Zita Edwards will con-
tinue to serve as the AB-

NA’s public relations offi-
cer.

Eight executive mem-
bers and six affiliated clubs
were represented at Tues-
day’s meeting.

Swetes crush Blackhawks
in First Division League

FOUNDED 1928
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CACH ENDEAVOURING ALL ACHIEVING

Swetes FC recorded the only
win during three matches in the
Antigua and Barbuda Football As-
sociation’s (ABFA) First Division
league on Tuesday.

Shalon Knight and Jondale
Jno-Lewis each scored twice as
Swetes FC claimed their fifth win
in seven matches with a 7-0 drub-
bing of the Liberta Blackhawks at
the ABFA Technical Center.

Knight had conversions in
the eighth and 56th minutes, and
Jno-Lewis scored in the 31st and
67th minutes. The other goals were
scored by Railique Browne in the
48th minute, Stanley Walters in the

65th minute, and T’noy Andrew in
the 79th minute.

The result allows Swetes FC to
advance to 16 points from seven
encounters, and the Liberta Black-
hawks will remain on three points
after suffering their seventh defeat
in eight matches.

The other two matches in the
First Division on Tuesday ended
in draws. SAP FC and Bendals FC
fought to a 3-3 draw at the Bolans
playing field.

Peter Byers scored twice with
goals in the 19th minute and the
third minute of added time (93rd

minute), and Tyrique Tonge had a
cont’d on pg 21
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ICONS volleyball team

ICONS on course to clinch maiden
title in business volleyball league

ICONS took a major step
towards securing their first ti-
tle in the Antigua and Barbu-
da Amateur Volleyball Asso-
ciation’s (ABAVA) Business
League Championship on
Tuesday evening.

The ICONS claimed a

one-nil lead in the best-of-
three finals by snatching a
2-1 victory against the East-
ern Caribbean Amalgamat-
ed Bank (ECAB) in Game 1
at the indoor stadium at the
YMCA Sports Complex.

The ECAB, which

claimed the runners-up po-
sition for the past two years,
took the opening set 25-19.
But the ICONS showed great
resilience to level the match
by winning the second set
25-17. The ICONS continued

their resurgence to win the

cont’d from pg 20
23rd-minute conversion for SAP.

The goals for Bendals FC were scored
by Mitcheo Edwards in the 37th minute,
Andre Williams in the 39th minute, and
Kaijah Matthew in the 76th minute.

The result allows SAP FC to advance
to 14 points after securing their second
draw in eight matches. Bendals FC will
move on to five points after claiming their
second draw in seven matches.

Empire FC and Bolans FC played to a

1-1 draw at the Keithley Sheppard Recre-
ational Park.

Tarik Highland converted a penalty
kick in the 39th minute to give Bolans FC
a one-nil halftime lead. Nyque Watkins
also scored a penalty in the 65th minute to
equalize for Empire FC.

The result allows Empire to advance to
16 points after securing their first draw in
eight encounters. Bolans FC will advance
to 10 points after claiming their first draw
in six matches.

deciding third set 15-10 to
clinch the match in 56 min-
utes. Both teams will clash in
Game 2 at the same venue on
Thursday (today) at 7 pm.

For the second successive
year, Nate’s Photography has
captured third place in the
competition.

In a battle between the
two losing semi-finalists, Na-
te’s Photography prevailed
2-0 against the winners of
the competition for the past
two years, APUA Inet, in the
playoft for third place.

Nate’s Photography took
57 minutes to prevail 25-21,
25-22 against the back-to-
back defending champions in
the keenly contested affair.
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records at world championships

Two of Antigua and Barbuda’s
swimmers established new national
records on the second day of the World
Aquatics Swimming Championships
in Budapest, Hungary, on Wednesday.

Ellie Shaw and Aunjelique Liddie
both achieved personal best times in
setting the new national records.

Shaw clocked one minute and
12.98 seconds to finish second in Heat
2 of the women’s 100-meter breast-
stroke competition.

Her time erased the previous re-
cord of one minute and 13.14 seconds,
which was also established by Shaw at
the 32nd Organization of the Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS) Swimming
Championships in St. Vincent on No-
vember 9, 2024.

Heat 2 of the women’s 100-meter
breaststroke competition was won by
Marina Abu Shamaleh of Palestine in

one minute and 12.49 seconds.

Duana Lama of Nepal finished in
third place by clocking one minute and
13.50 seconds.

Liddie clocked 58.02 seconds to
finish fourth in Heat 3 of the women’s
100-meter freestyle.

Her time shattered the previous
record of 58.17 seconds, which was
established by Samantha Roberts in
the USA on February 20, 2022.

Heat 3 of the women’s 100-me-
ter freestyle was won by Sara Mose of
Kenya in a photo finish with Mi Song
Pak of North Korea. Both swimmers
finished the race in a time of 57.12 sec-
onds. Hana Beiqi of Kosovo clinched
third place with a time of 57.79 sec-
onds.

Shaw and Liddie are part of a
four-member team representing Anti-
gua and Barbuda at the six-day cham-

pionships in Hungary, which is taking
place from December 10 to 15.

Male swimmers Stefano Mitch-
ell and overseas-based Ethan Stubbs-
Green are the other two athletes of the
Antigua and Barbuda team.

Mitchell clocked 50.38 seconds
to finish in fifth place in Heat 5 of the
men’s 100-meter freestyle race. The
race was won by Diego Aranda of
Uruguay in 48.44 seconds.

Marwane Sebbata of Morocco
took second place in 48.48 seconds,
and Colins Obi Ebingha of Nigeria
came in third in 49.96 seconds.

Leading the Antigua and Barbuda
team is Coach Nelson Molina Fojo,
while Andrea Roberts-Nicholas, the
Secretary of the Antigua and Barbuda
Swimming Federation (ABDF), is at-
tending as the team manager and chap-
erone.

Editor: Everton Barnes. Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua
(268) 562-4989 Editorials and Reporting: evertonbarnes55@gmail.com; advertising: Sales @pointville.ag.



