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Prime Minister Gaston Browne said 
his administration is continuing to build 
on legacy of the late Father of the Na-
tion, Sir V. C. Bird, in providing eco-
nomic and social benefits for the people 
of Antigua and Barbuda.

PM Browne was speaking Monday 
at the annual VC Bird Day ceremony 
held at the Bust of VC Bird on Lower 
Market Street as hundreds gathered to 
celebrate the life of this extraordinary 
man, who is still loved and admired 
some twenty-five years after his death.

“Sir VC Bird was a transcendent 
hero; he made the single largest contri-
bution to the socio-economic develop-

ment of our country, standing ‘head and 
shoulders’ above all others. That is why 
we insisted that VC Bird Day should be 
a stand-alone holiday, separate from the 
others as we celebrate the achievements 
and contributions of our late Father of 
the Nation. It is unfortunate that our po-
litical opponents continue to disrespect 
Sir Vere by refusing to honour his con-
tributions on this, the day set aside in his 
honour,” PM Browne noted.

The prime minister recalled that the 
UPP Administration had abolished the 
VC Bird Day and instead substituted it 
with National Heroes Day. However, he 
revealed that this was a move which the 

ABLP opposed and when the party was 
returned to office in 2014, it re-instated 
the VC Bird Day holiday.

“It is very fitting that we continue 
to celebrate his contributions and his 
achievements to inspire our generation 
and future generations to higher levels 
of achievements. He was a courageous 
man who was self-taught with signifi-
cant wisdom,” PM Browne observed. 
According to the prime minister those 
individuals who attempt to make the 
case about the need for higher learning 
by using the example of Sir VC Bird, 
they are just wrong! 

PM Browne: We are continuing 
the legacy of Sir V.C. Bird

cont’d on pg 3
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JOIN OUR TEAM AS SENIOR ACCOUNTANT 

 
We are seeking a highly skilled Senior Accountant to join our finance team. This 
role encompasses treasury, accounts receivable, payroll, and general accounting, 
requiring exceptional attention to detail, strong organizational skills, and the ability 
to meet deadlines. 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES  
 Prepare and maintain accurate financial statements, including balance 

sheets and income statements. 
 Oversee monthly/year-end closing and reconciliation processes. 
 Assist with budgets, forecasts, and financial analysis. 
 Ensure timely and accurate payroll processing, including adjustments and 

compliance. 
 Monitor and manage petty cash accounts. 
 Perform audits and support internal/external audit requests. 
 Mentor and guide the accounting team, ensuring service standards and 

team morale are upheld. 
 Ensure compliance with tax regulations and internal controls. 
 Reconcile bank accounts and general ledger. 

 
RE QUIREME NT S  

 ACCA or CPA certification is required. 
 Minimum 3 years of accounting experience with a strong focus on financial 

reporting. 
 Proficiency in accounting software (e.g., QuickBooks, Xero) and Microsoft 

Excel. Knowledge of roomMaster would be an asset. 
 Strong understanding of accounting principles and payroll regulations. 
 Excellent attention to detail, organizational skills, and communication 

abilities 
 

Applicants must be authorized to work in Antigua & Barbuda. Email your resume 
and cover letter to tradewinds.hr@twhantigua.com with the position in the 
subject line. Deadline for application December 20, 2024. 

ABLP Chairman E.P Chet Greene also 
spoke at the ceremony noting that VC Bird was 
that leader who took Antigua and Barbuda from 
a sugar plantation economy to one of diverse 
activities led by tourism.

“He championed education, recognizing 
that the key to unlocking our nation’s poten-
tial lay in empowering its people. Today, free 
primary and secondary education is a right we 
enjoy because of the groundwork he laid. Sir 
Vere must be proud of the addition of tertiary 
education to the mix of educational opportuni-
ties readily made available by today’s labour 
administration. 

“He modernized our infrastructure, paving 
roads, building homes and constructing the air-
port that now bears his name and is the gateway 
that is connecting Antigua and Barbuda to the 
rest of the world,” Greene noted.

President of the Antigua Trades and La-
bour Union, Bernard DeNully, made a call for 
the involvement of young people in the Labour 
Movement, that link between the AT&LU and 
the ABLP. 

“Youth involvement in 2025 within the An-
tigua Trades and Labour Union is most critical 
now than before. 

“The reality of the situation is that Union’s 
Membership has aged considerably and soon 
will need the energy and drive of our vibrant, 
intelligent and influential youth members to 
take on leadership roles in the various positions 
of our executive and internal staff of the Anti-
gua Trades and Labour Union. 

“As the president of AT&LU, I sincere-
ly encourage the Central Youth for Labour to 
prioritize their time and start to become fully 
involved in steering the ship of our mother in-
stitution of the Labour Movement, the Antigua 
Trades and Labour Union,” he stated

cont’d from pg 2
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The Gaston Browne Ad-
ministration continues to 
demonstrate that it is a caring 
government with its policies 
of providing subsidies to var-
ious groups in the society.

In his Budget statement 
last Thursday, Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne revealed that 
millions of dollars have been 

spent on subsidies to the most 
vulnerable, taxi and bus oper-
ators as well as to fisherfolk 
in Antigua and Barbuda.

“Our government, the 
people’s government, con-
tinues to provide crucial sup-
port to bus and taxi operators 
through its Fuel Voucher 
Subsidy Programme.  

For the first nine months 
of this year the government 
provided fuel support to 197 
bus operators and 733 taxi 
operators amounting to over 
704,000 gallons of fuel at 
a cost of $2 million,” PM 
Browne stated. 

The prime minister how-
ever hinted that there may 

be changes coming to these 
programmes now that the 
pandemic is over and with 
persons returning to the 
workforce with gainful em-
ployment. “It is time to revis-
it this programme and deliver 
more targeted support where 
needed,” he noted.

“Since 2021, the Govern-
ment has spent nearly $9 mil-
lion on fuel subsidies for both 
bus and taxi operators and $2 
million on fuel subsidies to 
fisherfolk.

“Additionally, the Gov-
ernment continues to pro-
vide food vouchers through 
the Government Assistance 
Programme to assist the vul-
nerable segments of the pop-
ulation that require financial 
support.  As of September 
2024, the Government has 
spent $17.2 million on this 
programme. Also, at $14.25, 
the price for diesel is below 
the ECCU average of $14.95. 

“Further, at $32 for the 
20-pound bottle and $155 for 
the 100-pound cylinder, LPG 
prices are well below the 
ECCU average of $38.44 and 
$193.99 respectively,” PM 
Browne disclosed.

According to the prime 
minister this has been 
achieved though the Gov-
ernment’s provision of sub-
sidies amounting to $5.16 
per 20-pound bottle and 
$17.64 per 100-pound cyl-
inder.  These subsidies, he 
recalled, are valued at near-
ly $12 million for the peri-
od January 2022 to October 
2024.

Local News
Government subsidy: An essential 

plank in its social programme
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APUA will not pro-

ceed with plans to erect a 
new reverse osmosis plant 
at Bethesda as it had an-
nounced previously.

Instead, according to 
General Manager, John 
Bradshaw, the authority will 
erect the plant at Crabbes 
Peninsula to replace an ag-
ing plant already at that site.

According to Bradshaw, 
the move is in the best inter-
est of both APUA and the 
public in Antigua.

“The present plant at 
Crabbes was constructed 
back in 1988 by Enerserv, 
which tells you just how 
old this plant is. Like all 
engines, it has an econom-
ic life and a production life. 
The plant has surpassed its 
economic life and it is get-

ting more and more expen-
sive just to keep it running. 
Reverse osmosis plants con-
sume much energy and this 
plant is no longer economi-
cal to operate. 

What we plan to do is 
to phase it out over a peri-
od of time. Meanwhile, the 
plant we intended to erect at 
Bethesda, we will now erect 
at Crabbes,” the general 

manager told reporters last 
Friday.

According to Bradshaw 
erecting the new plant at 
Crabbes makes econom-
ic and operational sense. 
“This aging plant which 
has become inefficient and 
unreliable so we have de-
cided to phase it out as this 
makes much more econom-
ic sense. This also gives us a 

quicker turn-around time as 
all the necessary infrastruc-
ture is already at Crabbes. 
If we were to build these at 
Bethesda it would have add-
ed several million dollars to 
the overall cost of the proj-
ect,” he explained.

He added that Bethesda 
would require new tanks, 
distribution systems and 
feeder system etc. while 
these are already in place 
at Crabbes. “If we go ahead 
with the plant at Crabbes it 
would at an estimated $20 
million to the overall cost of 
the project,” Bradshaw fur-
ther explained.

Overall, Bradshaw said 
APUA aims to have an ad-
ditional seven million gal-
lons of water to the system 
by the end of 2025.

APUA to scrap plans to erect R/O Plant at Bethesda
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Information Minister Melford Nich-
olas is celebrating the life and achieve-
ments of the late founder of the popular 
Grenville Radio Ltd. (ZDK Radio), Ivor 
G.T Bird, who died last Tuesday at his 
Halcyon Heights home.

“It was revolutionary what he did; 
to have built up an institution from 1970 
that is still going strong today more than 
fifty years later speaks volumes of the 
man. ZDK Radio became the essence 
of his contributions to us all. The mem-
ory of Ivor Bird spans the whole gam-
ut; from culture, news packages, espe-
cially the notion of breaking news, he 
was clearly a visionary in many ways,” 
Nicholas observed.

The Information Minister recalled 
the signature sound used to signal a 
‘breaking news’ and the effect it had on 
the society as often times it was the an-
nouncement of a tragic event. According 

to Nicholas it was these types of innova-
tions that set Ivor Bird apart from oth-
ers and helped to cement his influence 
on broadcasting not just in Antigua and 
Barbuda but across the region as well 
as many broadcasters in neighbouring 
countries quickly sought to emulate the 
radio formats popularized by ZDK.

Nicholas also noted that despite pop-
ularizing radio broadcast in the country, 

Ivor Bird achieved this feat by being the 
‘invisible hand’ as even as he himself 
hosted a popular radio programme, he 
went by the moniker ‘The Silent One’ 
where he did not speak at all. 

“There were so many innovations 
at that time; there were so many young 
deejays who came through the ranks at 
ZDK, the list is quite exhaustive. Ad-
ditionally, what he did for calypso and 
for reggae, the sounds of the Caribbean 
must also be recorded as through ZDK 
these musical genres were heard year-
round, another first for ZDK and Ivor 
Bird,” he stated.

At the ceremony marking VC Bird 
Day, a moment’s silence was offered in 
memory of Ivor Bird, as under his guid-
ance ZDK earned a reputation as the 
‘18th candidate’ of the ABLP because of 
its role in the party’s campaigns during 
election season.

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority 
held a gala ceremony on 
Saturday night at the San-
dals Grande Resort to hon-
our the outstanding travel 
agents who excelled in 
selling holiday packages 
to the destination.

Billed as the inaugural 
‘Black Pineapple Award’, 
the event brought togeth-
er the top performers from 
the United States, Canada, 
the United Kingdom and 
the Caribbean to a special 
evening of dining, enter-
tainment and for the pre-
sentation of awards.

Tourism Minister 

Charles Fernandez, in his 
remarks, noted that travel 
agents are not just interme-
diaries but instead they are 
the architects of unforget-
table experiences. 

“They possess a wealth 
of knowledge about the di-
verse offerings our islands 
provide – from pristine 
beaches and vibrant coral 
reefs to rich cultural heri-
tage and warm hospitality. 
It is through their expertise 
and passion that travelers 
discover the magic of An-
tigua and Barbuda, turning 
dreams into reality,” he 
stated.

Information Minister Nicholas: Ivor Bird 
was ‘a pioneer’ in radio broadcasting 

Information Minister Melford Nicholas

Antigua and Barbuda celebrates 
outstanding travel agents

cont’d on pg 7
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The Ministry of Tourism 
has signed a historic Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the National In-
stitute of Professional Tech-
nical Training (INFOTEP) 
of the Dominican Republic. 
The signing was attended 
by key representatives from 
both countries.

The MOU, signed by 
Minister of Tourism Charles 
‘Max’ Fernandez, and Gen-
eral Director of INFOTEP, 
Rafael Santos Badía, aims to 
strengthen collaboration in 
hospitality and tourism edu-
cation. This partnership will 
benefit both nations through 
shared expertise, resources, 
and knowledge. Through 
specialized short courses and 
hands-on training, the agree-
ment will directly support 
those seeking to upskill in 
the tourism and hospitality 

sectors, including students 
of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Hospitality Training Institute 
(ABHTI). It will equip them 
with the necessary skills to 
thrive in the rapidly growing 
tourism industry.

“Antigua and Barbuda 
will in a few weeks, be cel-
ebrating a milestone of 1.5 
million visitor arrivals by air, 
cruise and yacht for the year 
2024. To bring this into per-
spective this represents our 
population multiplied by 15. 
In addition to this, in 2025, 
a number of new property 
developments will be intro-
duced to our product, and 
this means more rooms and 
the need for more trained and 
qualified workers to accom-
modate the influx of visitors 
that comes with increased 
room stock, cruise visits and 
airlift to any destination.

“This agreement has 
come at a remarkably op-
portune time for Antigua and 
Barbuda’s hospitality sector, 
ensuring that our workforce 
is equipped with the techni-
cal expertise needed to meet 
the demands of our tourism 

industry. ABHTI and hos-
pitality workers will direct-
ly benefit from the various 
training programs, enhanc-
ing the skills of both students 
and the local workforce.” 
said Fernandez.

General Director of IN-
FOTEP noted, “This is an 
agreement that is born from 
the understanding that the 
tourism sector not only re-
quires infrastructure and 
promotion, but also a highly 
trained human resource ca-
pable of offering memorable 
experiences to tourists. It is 
a sector that is constantly 
evolving, requiring innova-
tion and a professional ap-
proach to ensure that tourist 
destinations remain attrac-
tive and competitive in a glo-
balized market.”

The MOU is designed 
to enhance human resources 
training and institutional de-
velopment for both Antigua 

Fernandez noted that the year 2024 
has been nothing short of extraordinary 
for the country. “We’ve celebrated re-
cord-breaking arrivals in both stay-over 
and cruise tourism – a feat that could 
only be achieved through the incredible 
collaboration between our hardwork-
ing teams, our global partners, and, of 
course, you our valued travel agents,” he 
declared.

ABTA Chief Executive Officer, Colin 
C. James said both he and his team were 
thrilled to be able to host the top sellers 
among travel agents and that their trip to 
Antigua and Barbuda was an opportunity 
for them to immerse themselves in the 
destination.

“We’re thrilled to host the  Top 100 
Travel Agents—the crème de la crème, 

the MVPs of moving people on their 
holidays and vacations. This week is all 
about you—exploring, indulging, and 
discovering everything our beautiful is-
lands have to offer. 

“We invited you here to swim in the 
turquoise waters, dance to the rhythm 
of the steel drums, and taste your way 
through the island’s culinary treasures. 
But don’t relax  too  much; you’ve got 
a secret mission: fall so deeply in love 
with this destination that you sell it like 
never before!” he emphasized. 

One of the highlights of the evening 
was the presentation of the Prime Min-
ister’s Award to the top seller of holiday 
packages. The prize went to Alison Mar-
garet Fox of the United States for selling 
packages above and beyond any other 
travel agent.

cont’d from pg 6

Antigua and Barbuda signs MOU with a 
hospitality training institute in the DR

cont’d on pg 8
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A pioneering initiative 
emerging from the ground-
breaking Antigua and Bar-
buda Agenda for SIDS 
(ABAS) is being positioned 
to revolutionise how vulner-
able island nations confront 
one of their most critical 
economic challenges, the 
unsustainable debt burdens 
brought on by the unending 
cycle of worsening climate 
impacts.

The Global SIDS Debt 
Sustainability Service 
(DSSS), a prominent feature 
of the ABAS framework, 
formed the basis of discus-
sions during a side event at 
the United Nations held last 
Saturday in preparation for 

next year’s 4th Internation-
al Conference on Finance 
for Development, in Seville 
Spain. The Government 
of Antigua and Barbuda, 
through its expert team of 
officials at the Mission in 
New York, has been work-
ing assiduously over the 
past several days to ensure 
that key ambitions of the 
DSSS make it to the agenda 
of the conference, convened 
to address challenges in the 
international financial struc-
ture that make it difficult for 
many countries to achieve 
sustainable development.

The event was themed 
Empowering Resilient Fu-
tures: Reforming Financial 

Systems and Expanding In-
vestment Pathways for SIDS 
and Vulnerable Nations. It 
was co-sponsored by the 
Governments of Antigua 
and Barbuda and the Repub-
lic of the Maldives, drawing 
on a multi-sectoral approach 
in defining a new financial 
landscape for SIDS.

Besides the focused at-
tention that was applied to 
the DSSS and how it is en-
visioned to solve the debt 
crisis in SIDS, the meeting 
also brought special scrutiny 
to the impact of credit rating 
systems on accessing fund-
ing for vulnerable island 
states.

“The Global SIDS Debt 

Sustainability Support Ser-
vice (DSSS) offers a com-
prehensive framework to 
address these challenges by 
focusing on debt sustainabil-
ity, resilience investment, 
and advisory support,” ex-
plained Antigua and Bar-
buda’s Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the Unit-
ed Nations Tumasie Blair, 
the moderator of an engag-
ing fireside chat where key 
points and ideas around the 
DSSS and the financial mar-
kets were ventilated.

Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations, Am-
bassador Walton Webson, 
was joined by his counter-
part from the Maldives, Ali 
Naseer Mohamed, at the dis-
cussion.

Ambassador Webson ac-
knowledged the challenges 
and was adamant that cross 
sector collaboration that en-
sures SIDS engages with all 
players in the global finan-
cial system will be neces-
sary in moving the ideals of 
the DSSS forward.

and Barbuda and the Dominican Republic. 
Key objectives include promoting knowl-
edge exchange, strengthening the training 
of facilitators to boost their competencies, 
facilitating the exchange of interns and fa-
cilitators, and offering bilingual training in 
English and Spanish to enhance communi-
cation and technical capabilities.

The MOU will have a direct and pos-
itive impact on ABHTI, which will play a 

central role in delivering the training pro-
grams. This agreement aligns with the Min-
istry’s ongoing commitment to advancing 
the skills of the local workforce, ensuring 
that Antigua and Barbuda remain a compet-
itive destination for tourists.

ABHTI is proud to be part of this initia-
tive, which will not only enhance the capa-
bilities of its students but also contribute to 
the growth of the broader hospitality com-
munity in Antigua and Barbuda.

cont’d from pg 7

The ABAS at work – Debt initiative 
hailed for collection of diverse solutions 

to economic challenges facing SIDS
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By Hon. E.P Chet Greene
Across the globe, Na-

tional Heroes Days are cel-
ebrated to honor individuals 
whose leadership, vision 
and sacrifices have shaped 
their nations. These heroes 
are symbols of unity and 
progress, embodying val-
ues that transcend partisan 
politics and divisions. For 
Antigua and Barbuda, there 
is no figure more deserv-
ing of such a day than Sir 
Vere Cornwall Bird Sr., the 
nation’s foremost citizen 
and its undeniable “Father 
of the Nation.” However, 
the refusal by the United 
Progressive Party (UPP) to 
recognize a day in his honor 
reflects a politics of division 
that is churlish, myopic and 
fundamentally unproduc-
tive.

V.C. Bird’s contribu-
tions to Antigua and Bar-
buda’s socio-economic 
and political development 
eclipse all others. As the ar-
chitect of the nation’s mod-
ern identity, his leadership 

during pivotal moments; 
such as the fight for work-
ers’ rights, universal suf-
frage and eventual indepen-
dence; transformed Antigua 
and Barbuda from a colonial 
dependency into a proud 
and sovereign state.

His vision extended be-
yond politics, encompass-
ing education, healthcare, 
infrastructure and economic 
reform, all of which laid the 
foundation for national de-
velopment. Sir V.C. Bird is 
not just a historical figure; 
he is the embodiment of 
the Antiguan and Barbudan 
spirit;  resilient, progressive 
and unyielding in the face of 
adversity. His legacy tran-
scends political affiliations, 
making him a unifying fig-
ure whose contributions de-
serve national celebration.

A day in his honor is not 
just about reflecting on his 
achievements; it is about 
fostering national pride, 
unity and a collective un-
derstanding of the shared 
history that binds Antigua 

and Barbuda together.
The UPP’s refusal to ac-

knowledge Sir V.C. Bird’s 
rightful place in the na-
tional calendar is both nar-
row-minded and deeply dis-
respectful to the legacy of 
the nation’s founding father. 
It is a glaring example of the 
party’s commitment to the 
politics of division—a re-
fusal to recognize achieve-
ments simply because they 
belong to an opposing polit-
ical tradition.

Such a stance is un-
becoming of a party that 
claims to serve the inter-
ests of the nation. To deny 
V.C. Bird his due recogni-
tion is to deny the history 
and progress of Antigua and 
Barbuda itself. It is a petty, 
partisan act that insults the 
intelligence and enlighten-
ment of the Antiguan and 
Barbudan people.

The refusal is churlish 
because it diminishes the 
nation’s ability to celebrate 
its shared history. It is my-
opic because it focuses on 

short-term political gains 
at the expense of long-term 
national unity. And it is de-
serving of condemnation 
because it perpetuates a di-
visive narrative that has no 
place in a modern, progres-
sive society.

The people of Antigua 
and Barbuda deserve better. 
They are far too enlightened 
to accept this dated con-
struct of political tribalism. 
A society that has achieved 
so much cannot afford to 
be shackled by the nar-
row-mindedness of a few.

The UPP’s failure to 
honor V.C. Bird  Day  is 
emblematic of a broader 
philosophy of division. In-
ternally, this manifests in 
factionalism, infighting and 
an inability to present a co-
hesive vision. Externally, it 
alienates citizens and under-
mines the unity necessary 
for national progress.

This philosophy weak-
ens the party’s credibili-
ty and its ability to lead. A 

The Politics of Division: The UPP Playbook

cont’d on pg 10
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house divided against itself 
cannot stand and a party 
that prioritizes division over 
unity cannot inspire trust or 
respect among the elector-
ate.

Antigua and Barbuda 
cannot afford to be held back 
by the politics of division. 
This nation’s future depends 
on a collective commitment 
to unity, productivity and 
progress. Recognizing the 
contributions of Sir V.C. 
Bird is not a partisan act; it 
is a national imperative.

The Antiguan and Bar-
budan people must demand 
more from their leaders, 
even in opposition. They 
must reject the divisive tac-
tics that seek to fracture the 

nation and instead embrace 
a vision that celebrates their 
shared heritage and collec-
tive aspirations.

Leadership demands 
the ability to unite, inspire 
and elevate. A leader who 
thrives on division cannot 
build the trust and coopera-
tion needed to lead a nation. 
The UPP’s refusal to recog-
nize Sir V.C. Bird’s contri-
butions reveals a lack of vi-
sion and an inability to rise 
above partisan politics.

Antigua and Barbu-
da needs leaders who can 
look beyond political dif-
ferences, celebrate shared 
achievements and work to-
ward a brighter future. Sir 
V.C. Bird’s legacy is a tes-
tament to what true leader-

ship looks like. The nation 
must honor him, not just 
with words, but with actions 
that reflect unity, pride and 
progress.

The Antiguan and Bar-
budan people deserve a 
politics of inclusion, not 

division—a politics that up-
lifts, inspires and unites. It 
is time to move beyond the 
outdated constructs of divi-
sion and embrace a future 
built on shared values and 
a collective commitment to 
national excellence.

B R E A T H T A K I N G  V I E W SB R E A T H T A K I N G  V I E W S

E N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E SE N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E S

Adventure on a guided aerial tour or charter to your next destination in style. Proudly operating the 
state-of-the-art Airbus EC130, CalvinAir’s flights combine safety, comfort and the highest calibre of service.
So soar around Montserrat’s volcano, have lunch in St. Barths, or a picnic in Barbuda. The sky is no longer the limit.

For tours or charters call 268.789.HELI or visit calvinair.com.

Commentary
cont’d from pg 9
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By Tony Deyal
Over the years, the term 

‘head’ has moved beyond 
the indispensable append-
age containing the brain to 
its contents and even to its 
disposition. At the same 
time, Hydra-like, other ap-
plications of the word have 
popped up organically, trans-
planted so to speak, as part 
of the oral tradition.

From the simple head-
ache for which the remedy 
was Phensic, we moved to 
terms like “badden the head” 
(alcohol abuse) and “build-
ing a head” (drug abuse). 
What I discovered was that 
“getting a head” and “getting 
ahead” were not simultane-
ously or synchronous activ-
ities. Sometimes, sticking 
to the conventional “head”, 
I tell my children the joke 
about the little boy who was 
mercilessly teased about the 

size of his head. He went 
home complaining to his 
mother about how the kids 
were teasing him.

His very sympathetic 
mother reassured him that 
his head wasn’t that big and, 
in fact, was quite small, real-
ly. She then asked him to go 
to the store to buy ten pounds 
of potatoes, five pounds of 
rice, two pounds of sugar, 
and two pounds of flour. The 
little boy then asked her for 
a bag to put all the groceries 
in. She replied, “Bag? Don’t 
bother about that. Use your 
cap.”

Of course, the Ameri-
cans moved ahead and vir-
tually reinvented the term. 
The first time I heard this 
clever but adult pun on the 
Johnny Carson show many 
years ago, I was astonished 
and then cracked up. One of 
Carson ’s guests was talking 

about a really posh restau-
rant. “They have a waiter 
for everything,” he boasted. 
“First the water waiter came 
and gave me some water. 
Then the butter waiter came 
and gave me some butter. 
Then the Head Waiter came 
…”

In Barbados, the term 
“head” is used in newspaper 
headlines to denote the per-
son in charge of an organ-
isation. It is not unusual to 
see “BUT HEAD SPEAKS” 
or “BAMC HEAD AT 
TALKS”. In Trinidad, where 
the word “bam-see” as in 
the Calypso by Lord Funny 
is funny because the term 
is used to mean the human 
rear-end or butt, a headline 
like that would be provoca-
tive and an acronym like that 
even more so, unthinkable, 
in fact. It is one of those dif-
ferences in how we use lan-
guage in the Caribbean that 
helps to relieve the tedium of 
travel and LIAT (Long Inter-
vals Awaiting Transport).

As my flight headed into 
the Sangster Airport in Mon-

tego Bay , familiarly called 
MoBay, my thoughts went to 
Captain Ahab and his fanati-
cal pursuit of the white whale 
Moby Dick. Could he or his 
obsession be described as a 
Moby Dick “had”? Could 
Melville’s masterwork be an 
allegory for tourism? I won-
dered whether in Montego 
Bay, the north coast tour-
ist Mecca, there was such a 
phenomenon as a MoBay 
Dick head?

It did not take long be-
fore my questions were 
answered. As an “official” 
of the Caribbean Commu-
nity, I am provided with a 
green-bound “laissez pass-
er” which asks officials of all 
sorts in the region to make 
life easier for me on my trav-
els. This particular official 
was out of sorts. He looked 
curiously at the CARICOM 
document and then demand-
ed my national passport. I 
mentioned to him in passing 
(my Trinidad passport over) 
that no other immigration 
officer in any other country 

MoBay Dick and great white whale

NOTICE 

 

TO:  THE LICENSING MAGISTRATE 
        Magistrate`s Court 
         High Street  
        St. John`s 
        Antigua 
 
TO:    COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 
          Police Headquarters 
          St. John`s 
          Antigua 
 

              NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A BOTTLE LICENCE FOR BUSINESS 

                                                 REGISTERED AS 

                                      “CASIMIR ENTERPRISE” 

 

I, Neva Casimir, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE, that it is my intention to apply at the next sitting of the Liquor 
Licence Court to be held at the Magistrate`s Court, High Street, St. John`s Antigua on Thursday 2nd 
January 2025 next ensuing for a Bottle license in respect of premises known as “Casimir Enterprise” 
situated at Five Islands, in the Parish of St. John`s, Antigua pursuant to Section (11) (3) of the Licensing ( 
Intoxicating Liquor) Act Cap 249 of the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda, Revised Edition 1992. 

 

Dated the 14th day of November, 2024 

 

……………………….. 

Neva Casimir 

Tony Deyal
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in the region had ever done 
that. He was not impressed. I 
pointed out to him that if we 
as Caribbean people don’t 
respect our own institutions, 
we might even end up in 
them like Basdeo Panday.

I looked at the non-Ca-
ribbean people passing 
through without let, hin-
drance, and even passports. 
No response except the 
eventual plak-plakking and 
boof-boofing of the immi-
gration stamp. In the mean-
time, during the long, silent 
wait, I thought about a stamp 
of my own that read, “Stamp 
out immigration”, but that 
won’t happen. When we have 
our CARICOM passports, it 
will just be more stamping 
to do rather than less. I have 
always felt that the stamp of 
authority, wielded with such 
gusto by our immigration 
officials, is a powerful Afro- 
and Cari-disiac, giving them 
a very special high.

At the hotel, I was giv-
en a choice of a “Jamaican” 
breakfast complete with 
calalloo, saltfish, boiled yam 
and bananas, a strip of fried 
plantain, a dumpling and a 
Johnny Cake or an “Ameri-
can” breakfast of ham, eggs, 
bacon, toast, etc. I never 
got beyond that point since 
I inevitably settled for the 
“Jamaican”. However, one 
day, having enough of fried 
bakes and oily food, I asked 
the waiter if I could get some 
toast with my Jamaican 
breakfast. He was quite firm.

The Jamaican breakfast 
did not come with toast, only 
the American. If I wanted the 
toast I had to order the Amer-

ican. MoBay Dick Head too 
or two. Three came on my 
departure. I ordered a taxi to 
the airport for 4:45 a.m. and 
arrived at reception to see a 
taxi ,but it was loading the 
luggage of a foreign cou-
ple. When I asked about my 
taxi, I was told that I had to 
wait until the same taxi came 
back from the airport for me. 
What actually happened, 
according to the taxi driver, 

was that he came on time for 
me but the desk clerk at the 
hotel ordered him to take the 
foreign guests first and then 
come back for me although 
I was standing there waiting 
while all this was going on.

I should be angry, but I 
am not. You don’t have to 
be in MoBay to experience 
a MoBay Dick head. It is 
part of a painful process that 
is familiar to all of us who 

travel the Caribbean . It is 
called “growing up”. It is the 
only way we could get ahead 
instead of merely getting a 
head.

Tony Deyal was last 
seen talking about the man 
who complained to his trav-
el agent that every year he 
went to Montego Bay, his 
wife got pregnant. “This 
year,” he said, “I’m taking 
her with me.”

Opinion
cont’d from pg 12
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By Chris Vallance
Google has unveiled a 

new chip which it claims 
takes five minutes to solve a 
problem that would current-
ly take the world’s fastest 
super computers ten septil-
lion – or 10,000,000,000,0
00,000,000,000,000 years – 
to complete.

The chip is the latest de-
velopment in a field known 
as quantum computing - 
which is attempting to use 
the principles of particle 
physics to create a new type 
of mind-bogglingly power-
ful computer.

Google says its new 
quantum chip, dubbed 
“Willow”, incorporates key 
“breakthroughs” and “paves 
the way to a useful, large-
scale quantum computer.”

However experts say 
Willow is, for now, a largely 
experimental device, mean-
ing a quantum computer 
powerful enough to solve 
a wide range of real-world 
problems is still years - and 
billions of dollars - away.

Quantum computers 
work in a fundamentally 
different way to the comput-
er in your phone or laptop.

They harness quantum 
mechanics - the strange be-
haviour of ultra-tiny parti-
cles - to crack problems far 
faster than traditional com-
puters.

It’s hoped quantum 
computers might eventual-
ly be able to use that ability 
to vastly speed up complex 

processes, such as creating 
new medicines.

There are also fears it 
could be used for ill - for ex-
ample to break some types 
of encryption used to pro-
tect sensitive data.

In February Apple  an-
nounced that the encryption 
that protects iMessage chats 
is being made «quantum 
proof» to stop them being 
read by powerful future 
quantum computers.

Hartmut Neven leads 
Google’s Quantum AI lab 
that created Willow and de-
scribes himself as the proj-
ect’s “chief optimist.”

He told the BBC that 
Willow would be used in 
some practical applications 
- but declined, for now, to 
provide more detail.

But a chip able to per-
form commercial applica-
tions would not appear be-

fore the end of the decade, 
he said.

Initially these applica-
tions would be the simula-
tion of systems where quan-
tum effects are important

“For example, relevant 
when it comes to the design 
of nuclear fusion reactors to 
understand the functioning 
of drugs and pharmaceutical 
development, it would be 
relevant for developing bet-
ter car batteries and another 
long list of such tasks”.

Mr Neven told the BBC 
Willow’s performance 
meant it was the “best quan-
tum processor built to date”.

But Professor Alan 
Woodward, a computing 
expert at Surrey Universi-
ty, says quantum computers 
will be better at a range of 
tasks than current “classi-
cal” computers, but they 
will not replace them.

He warns against over-
stating the importance of 
Willow’s achievement in a 
single test.

“One has to be careful 
not to compare apples and 
oranges” he told the BBC.

Google had chosen a 
problem to use as a bench-
mark of performance that 
was, “tailor-made for a 
quantum computer” and 
this didn’t demonstrate “a 
universal speeding up when 
compared to classical com-
puters”.

Nonetheless, he said 
Willow represented signif-
icant progress, in particular 
in what’s known as error 
correction.

In very simple terms 
the more useful a quantum 
computer is, the more qubits 
it has.

However a major prob-

Google unveils ‘mind-boggling’ 
quantum computing chip

The new Willow chip.

cont’d on pg 15
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lem with the technology is 
that it is prone to errors - a 
tendency that has previous-
ly increased the more qubits 
a chip has.

But Google researchers 
say they have reversed this 
and managed to engineer 
and program the new chip 
so the error rate fell across 
the whole system as the 
number of qubits increased.

It was a major “break-
through” that cracked a 
key challenge that the field 
had pursued “for almost 30 
years”, Mr Neven believes.

He told the BBC it was 
comparable to “if you had 
an airplane with just one 
engine - that will work, but 
two engines are safer, four 

engines is yet safer”.
Errors are a significant 

obstacle in creating more 
powerful quantum comput-
ers and the development 
was “encouraging for ev-
eryone striving to build a 
practical quantum comput-
er” Prof Woodward said.

But Google itself notes 
that to develop practically 
useful quantum computers 
the error rate will still need 
to go much lower than that 
displayed by Willow.

Willow was made in 
Google’s new, purpose-built 
manufacturing plant in Cal-
ifornia.

Countries around the 
world are investing in quan-
tum computing.

The UK recent-

ly launched the National 
Quantum Computing Cen-
tre (NQCC).

Its director, Michael 
Cuthbert, told the BBC he 
was wary of language that 
fuelled the “hype cycle” and 
thought Willow was more 
a “milestone rather than a 
breakthrough”.

Nevertheless, it was 
“clearly a highly impressive 
piece of work”.

Eventually quantum 
computers would help with 
a range of tasks including 
“logistics problems such as 
cargo freight distribution on 
aircraft or routing of tele-
coms signals or stored ener-
gy throughout the national 
grid”, he said.

And there were already 

50 quantum businesses in 
the UK, attracting £800m 
in funding and employing 
1300 people.

On Friday, research-
ers from Oxford Univer-
sity and Osaka University 
in Japan  published a pa-
per  showcasing the very 
low error rate in a trapped-
ion qubit.

Theirs is a different ap-
proach to making a quan-
tum computer that’s capable 
of working at room tem-
perature - whereas Google’s 
chip has to be stored at ultra 
low temperatures to be ef-
fective.

Scientific findings from 
Google’s development of 
Willow have been  pub-
lished in the journal Nature.

Dominica was among several 
states that put its case forward at the 
International Court of Justice for cli-
mate justice.

Dominica was represented by At-
torney General Levi Peter and Vanica 
Sobers –Joseph , senior state attorney 
in the office of the Attorney General.

In his opening statement, Peter 
underscored the critical threat climate 
change poses particularly to Domini-
ca and other small island developing 
states, highlighting the devastating 
impacts of the increasing frequency 
and intensity of storms and rising sea 
levels.

He urged the court to affirm the le-
gal obligations of states to protect the 
climate system and stressed the princi-
ple of fairness, calling for greater ac-
countability from those contributing to 
global warming.

Dominica’s delegation also includ-

ed Annika Bellot, an attorney at law 
and attaché at Dominica’s Permanent 
Mission to the United Nations.

“Dominica’s participation in the 
ICJ Advisory Opinion on Climate 
Change underscores our commitment 
to clarifying states’ responsibilities 
and obligations under internation-

al law, particularly to Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS),” Bellot 
told Loop Caribbean.

“Drawing from our lived expe-
rience with devastating hurricanes, 
Dominica’s submissions are grounded 
in sound legal reasoning and the real-
ities of climate vulnerability. We are 
hopeful that the judges will recognize 
the merit of these arguments as we 
fight for justice, accountability, and a 
sustainable future for generations to 
come,” she added.

The hearings which began on 
Monday, December 2 brought togeth-
er small island developing states, oth-
er nations, and international organiza-
tions, to underscore the pressing need 
for legal clarity and accountability in 
the face of the global climate crisis.

  The hearings are scheduled to 
continue until December 13  at the 
Peace Palace in the Hague, Holland.

Dominica makes a compelling 
case for climate justice at the ICJ

cont’d from pg 14
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By Rosemary Forde
St Kitts and Nevis Prime 

Minister Dr Terrance Drew, 
has emphasized the need 
for greater collaboration in 
addressing natural disasters 
that frequently impact Ca-
ribbean nations.

The Prime Minister 
was speaking at the open-
ing ceremony of the 13th 
Caribbean Conference on 
Comprehensive Disaster 
Management (CDM13), 
held under the theme “Road 
to Resilience – Checkpoint 
2024: Levelling Up for a 
Dynamic Future.”

Dr Drew highlighted 
the region’s vulnerability to 
threats such as hurricanes, 
earthquakes, and rising sea 
levels, while   urging Ca-
ribbean nations to strength-
en their collective efforts 
to build resilience and ef-
fectively respond to these 
growing challenges.

He stated: “Even as the 
Caribbean was most suscep-
tible to such calamities, this 
does not mean that the gov-
ernments here were help-
less. With a collective deter-
mination, we can meet these 
challenges and convert our 
weaknesses into strengths.”

Reflecting on past hurri-
canes such as Georges, Irma, 
and Maria, which brought 
significant challenges to 
Caribbean nations, Prime 
Minister Drew commend-
ed the solidarity displayed 
by neighbouring islands, 
including Dominica and St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, 

during those difficult times.
Emphasizing the close 

coordination between the 
National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) 
and its Nevis counterpart, 
the Nevis Disaster Manage-
ment Department (NDMD), 
in preparing for and re-
sponding to natural disas-
ters, Dr Drew also high-
lighted the government’s 
national disaster plan, 
which has been expanded 
to address emerging threats 
such as fires, cybersecurity 
risks, and pandemics.

The Prime Minister 
praised the Early Warning 
System (EWS) for its use 
of advanced technologies, 

including Geographic Infor-
mation Systems (GIS) and 
real-time data analysis, to 
enhance disaster forecasting 
and preparedness.

Dr Drew noted that in-
vestments in flood defenc-
es, energy-efficient build-
ings, and disaster-resistant 
structures are equipping the 
nation to meet current needs 
while building resilience 
against future natural disas-
ters.

The Prime Minister fur-
ther emphasized the impor-
tance of increased regional 
cooperation among Carib-
bean nations to address these 
challenges posed by natural 
disasters. He commended 

organizations such as the 
Caribbean Disaster Emer-
gency Management Agen-
cy (CDEMA) for their vital 
role in disaster response, 
while noting the value of in-
formation-sharing and pub-
lic awareness campaigns to 
enhance disaster prepared-
ness and efficiency.

He advocated for a uni-
fied Caribbean effort to 
demand greater access to 
climate financing. He also 
stressed the need for na-
tions responsible for climate 
change to provide financial 
support to those bearing the 
brunt of its impacts, ensur-
ing a fairer response to the 
global crisis.

St Kitts PM: Collaborative action 
needed to address natural disasters

Prime Minister Terrance Drew. Photo: St Kitts and Nevis Information Service
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By Koh Ewe
South Korean authorities have 

imposed a travel ban on President 
Yoon Suk Yeol, who is under investi-
gation for his short-lived martial law 
declaration last Tuesday.

Yoon narrowly  survived an im-
peachment motion against him over 
the weekend, after MPs from his 
ruling People Power Party (PPP) 
boycotted the vote.

PPP members said they had de-
cided not to support the motion after 
Yoon agreed to shorten his term and 
not get involved in foreign and do-
mestic affairs.

However, the opposition Dem-
ocratic Party, which commands a 
majority in the parliament have criti-
cised the deal, with floor leader Park 
Chan-dae calling it “an illegal, un-
constitutional second insurrection 
and a second coup”.

Tens of thousands of people have 
come out in protest since Yoon’s 
short-lived martial law order, calling 
for him to resign or be impeached.

Since then, despite the failed 
impeachment motion, several key 
figures involved in the martial law 
order have also seen action taken 
against them.

Former Defence Minister Kim 
Yong-hyun, who reportedly pro-
posed the martial law declaration 
to Yoon, was arrested on Sunday. 
He had earlier resigned on Wednes-
day after apologising and saying he 
would take “full responsibility”.

Travel bans have been placed on 
Kim, Lee, Defence Counterintelli-
gence Commander Yeo In-hyung, 
and Army Chief of Staff Park An-su.

Many others have stepped down 
from their posts.

These include former Interior 

Minister Lee Sang-min who resigned 
on Sunday, saying he would take re-
sponsibility for “failing to serve the 
public and the president well”.

And on Wednesday, senior aides 
of Yoon’s office, including his chief 
of staff, tendered mass resignations 
hours after the martial law declara-
tion was lifted.

In a public address on Sunday, 
PPP leader Han Dong-hoon said 
Yoon will no longer be involved in 
foreign and domestic affairs until his 
early resignation - adding that Prime 
Minister Han Duck-soo would man-
age government affairs in the mean-
time.

“The President will not be in-
volved in any state affairs including 
diplomacy before his exit,” said par-
ty leader Han.

However, Democratic Party floor 
leader Park Chan-dae described the 
proposed plan as “an illegal, uncon-
stitutional second insurrection and a 
second coup”.

Representative Kim Min-seok of 
the Democratic Party similarly criti-
cised the plan, saying “nobody gave” 
PPP leader Han the power to make 
such decisions.

“The prime minister and the rul-

ing party’s announcement that they 
would jointly exercise the powers of 
the president, which no one has giv-
en them, is clearly unconstitutional,” 
he said, according to a report on The 
Korea Herald.

The Ministry of National Defence 
confirmed at a briefing on Monday 
that the president retains command 
of the armed forces. That means in 
the event of any foreign policy inci-
dents, including any possible threat 
from North Korea, Yoon is still, in 
theory, able to make executive deci-
sions.

“The president can take the lead 
again any time he changes his mind,” 
political science professor Shin Yul 
of Myongji University told The Ko-
rea Herald.

“No one will be able to stop him, 
if Yoon insists.”

On Saturday Yoon apologised to 
the nation in what was his first ap-
pearance since the martial law dec-
laration. He pledged not to impose 
another martial law order, and apol-
ogised for the “anxiety and inconve-
nience” he had caused.

However, the opposition has in-
sisted that they “will not give up” 
on impeaching Yoon and has vowed 
to hold impeachment votes against 
Yoon every Saturday.

“We will definitely return this 
country to normal by Christmas and 
the end of the year and give it to you 
as a Christmas and end-of-year gift,” 
Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-
myung told a disappointed crowd 
after Saturday’s failed impeachment 
attempt.

He again urged Yoon to resign on 
Monday, telling a press conference 
that Yoon’s actions were “destroy-
ing” South Korea and its economy.

Travel ban on S Korea president 
after martial law attempt

Tens of thousands of people had come 
out in protest since Yoon’s short-lived 
martial law order.
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By Jeremy Bowen
In the end the Assad regime was so 

hollow, corrupt and decayed that it col-
lapsed in less than a fortnight.

No one I have spoken to has been 
anything other than astonished by the 
speed with which the regime turned to 
dust.

In the spring of 2011, the year of the 
Arab uprisings, it was different, when 
Syrians tried to grab some of the rev-
olutionary magic that had swept away 
the presidents of Tunisia and Egypt and 
was threatening the veteran strongmen 
of Libya and Yemen.

By 2011, the regime created by 
Hafez al-Assad and passed to his son 
Bashar on his death in 2000 was al-
ready corrupt and decadent.

But the system that Hafez built still 
had much of the brutal, ruthless strength 
that he believed was necessary to con-
trol Syria. Assad senior had seized 
power in a country that was prone to 
coups and delivered it to his son and 
heir without a significant challenge.

Bashar al-Assad went back to his 
father’s playbook in 2011.

It is hard to imagine now, but back 
then he had more legitimacy among 
some of Syria’s population than the old 
dictators swept away by crowds chant-
ing the slogan of that year - “The peo-
ple want the fall of the regime”.

Bashar al-Assad was a vocal sup-
porter of the Palestinians and of Hez-
bollah during its successful fight 
against Israel in the 2006 Lebanon war. 
He was younger than the ex and soon to 
be former Arab leaders.

Since his father’s death he had been 
promising reform. Some Syrians still 
wanted to believe him in 2011, hoping 
demonstrations were the spur he need-
ed for the change that he had promised, 
until he ordered his men to shoot peace-

ful demonstrators dead in the streets.
A British ambassador in Syria once 

told me that the way to understand the 
Assad regime was to watch Mafia films 
like The Godfather. The obedient could 
be rewarded.

Anyone who went against the head 
of the family or his closest lieutenants 
would be eliminated. In Syria’s case 
that could mean the gallows, or a fir-
ing squad, or indefinite incarceration in 
some underground cell.

We’re seeing them now, emaciated 
and pale, blinking into the light, filmed 
on the mobiles of the rebel fighters who 
have freed thousands of them from 
years behind bars.

The weakness of the regime, to the 
point that it collapsed like a soggy pa-
per bag, was disguised by the fearsome 
and repressive gulag it still maintained.

The international consensus was 
that Bashar al-Assad was weak, de-
pendent on Russia and Iran, and pre-
siding over a country he had fractured 
to preserve his family’s rule – but still 
strong enough to be regarded as a fact 
of Middle Eastern life, who could even 
be useful.

In the last days before rebels burst 

out of Idlib, it was widely reported 
that the US, Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates were trying to detach Assad’s 
Syria from Iran.

Israel had been launching increas-
ingly heavy airstrikes against targets 
inside Syria it said were part of the sup-
ply chain Iran used to get weapons to 
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Israel’s offensive in Lebanon had 
dealt severe blows to Hezbollah, but 
the idea was to stop it regenerating. 
At the same time the UAE and the US 
were trying to find incentives for him to 
break the alliance with Tehran, relaxing 
sanctions and allowing Assad to contin-
ue his international rehabilitation.

Both Benjamin Netanyahu and Joe 
Biden have claimed credit for the fall of 
the Assad regime. There is something 
in that.

The damage Israel inflicted on Hez-
bollah and Iran with US weapons and 
constant support, and Biden’s supply of 
arms for Ukraine, made it impossible, 
even undesirable, for Assad’s closest 
allies to save him.

But the fact that they saw Assad 
as part of their strategy to contain and 

Shaken by Assad’s sudden fall, 
Syria faces seismic turning point

Syrians may be celebrating the fall of Assad, but the country’s future is uncertain.
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damage Iran until days before his fall 
indicates clearly that they did not for a 
moment believe him to be days away 
from a midnight flit to Russia.

They did contribute to his end, 
more by accident than design.

The fall of the regime might have 
ended Iran’s supply chain, if Syria’s 
new rulers decide their deals with oth-
ers are more useful than the Iranian al-
liance.

All sides are thinking hard and 
thinking again about what comes next, 
and it is too soon to draw definite con-
clusions. Syrians, their neighbours, and 
the wider world are now confronted by 
another geopolitical earthquake, the 
biggest of the series that has followed 
the Hamas attacks on Israel in October 
last year. It might not be the last.

Iran is seeing the final collapse 
of the main planks of the network it 
called the axis of resistance. Its most 
important components have been trans-
formed; Hezbollah badly damaged and 
the Assad regime gone.

Iran’s rulers might want to follow 
up on hints of talks on a deal with Don-
ald Trump once he takes office. Or its 
new strategic nakedness might push it 
into a fateful decision to turn its highly 
enriched uranium into a nuclear weap-
on.

Syrians have every reason to re-
joice. In the years after 2011, for all 
the repression and brutality of the re-
gime, Assad and his acolytes could 
still find men who would fight. Many 
of the troops I met on front lines told 
me that Assad was a better option than 
the jihadist extremists of Islamic State 
group.

In 2024, faced by a well-organised 
rebel force that insisted it was national-
ist, Islamist but no longer jihadist, the 
army’s reluctant conscripts refused to 
fight, stripped off their uniforms and 
went home.

The best scenario is that Syrians, 
helped by the big players in the region, 

will find a way to create a postwar 
mood of national reconciliation, not a 
wave of looting and revenge that will 
drag the country into a new war. Abu 
Mohammad al Joulani, the leader of 
victorious HTS, has called for his men 
and all of Syria’s sects to respect each 
other.

His men have removed the regime, 
and he is the closest Syria has to a de 
facto leader.

Syria, though, has dozens of armed 
groups that do not necessarily agree 
with him and will want to grab power 
in their own areas. In southern Syria, 
tribal militias did not recognise the writ 
of the Assads. They will not follow or-
ders they don’t like from the new set up 
in Damascus.

In the eastern desert, the US saw a 
big enough threat from remnants of the 
Islamic State group to launch waves of 
air strikes. The Israelis, alarmed by the 
prospect of an Islamist state on their 
border, are pounding the military infra-
structure of Syria’s armed forces.

It might be better to find a way to 
make a reformed Syrian Arab Army 
part of the solution in a country without 
much law or order. The reckless deci-
sion by the US in 2003 to dissolve the 
Iraqi armed forces had disastrous con-
sequences.

In Turkey, President Erdogan must 
be satisfied by what he sees.

Erdogan’s Turkey did more than 
any other power to preserve the auton-
omy of Idlib province, where HTS was 
transforming itself into a fighting force 
when Syria seemed to be in the deep 
freeze.

Erdogan might see his influence 
lapping Israel’s borders, at a time when 
Israel-Turkey relations have been poi-
soned by the war in Gaza.

The worst scenario for Syrians is 
that their country will follow the exam-
ple of two Arab dictatorships that spun 
into violent chaos after the fall of their 
regimes.

Colonel Gaddafi of Libya and 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq were removed 
without a ready-made replacement 
waiting in the wings. Ill-considered 
foreign intervention did much to create 
two catastrophes.

The vacuum left by the dictators 
was filled by waves of looting, revenge, 
power grabs and civil war.

Syrians have not been in charge of 
their own destiny for generations. Indi-
viduals were robbed of it by the two As-
sad presidents and their followers. The 
country lost it after war left it so weak-
ened that bigger foreign powers used it 
to increase and preserve their own pow-
er. Syrians still do not have agency over 
their lives. They might have a chance 
of creating a new and better country if 
they did.

The change of regime in Syria has seen many released from the country’s prisons.

cont’d from pg 18
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Unbeaten leaders Ottos Rangers 
continued their dominance of the An-
tigua and Barbuda Football Associa-
tion’s (ABFA) First Division with vic-
tory against Lion Hill FC in the latest 
round of matches.

The Ottos Rangers claimed their 
sixth win in seven matches with a 2-0 
victory against Lion Hill FC at the 
Golden Grove playing field on Thurs-
day.

Josue Arias had a 42nd-minute 
conversion, and George Lake scored 
the other goal in the 85th minute.

The result allows the Ottos Rang-
ers to remain unbeaten leaders of the 
First Division by advancing to 19 
points from seven matches, and Lion 
Hill will remain on four points after 
suffering their third loss in five en-
counters.

The Freeman’s Village Scorpi-
ons claimed their fourth win in seven 
matches with a 3-0 victory against Po-
lice at the St. Johnstone’s Village Sta-

dium.
The goals were scored by Ra-

nique James in the fifth minute, Malik 
Charles in the 15th minute, and Johna-
thon Johnson in the 88th minute.

The result allows the Freeman’s 
Village Scorpions to advance to 13 
points from seven matches, while 
Police will remain on six points after 
suffering their third defeat in five en-
counters.

Bolans recorded their third win in 
five matches by snatching a 2-1 victo-
ry against Tryum FC in Cashew Hill.

Alex Joseph scored in the fifth 
minute, and Taeim Tonge had a 
63rd-minute conversion for Bolans, 
who will advance to nine points from 
five matches.

Francois Joseph scored in the 74th 
minute for Tryum FC, which will re-
main on three points after suffering 
their fifth defeat in six matches.

Jennings United maintained their 
unbeaten run by recording their third 
win in five matches with a 1-0 victory 
against FC Master Ballerz at the Radio 
Range playing field in Ottos.

Gayon Wright scored the only goal 
of the match in the 17th minute for 
Jennings United, which will advance 
to 11 points from five matches.

The result ensures that FC Master 
Ballerz will remain on seven points af-
ter suffering their second loss in five 
matches.

The Cedar Grove Blue 
Jays have notched up an im-
pressive victory against the 
Golden Grove FC in the lat-
est round of matches in the 
Antigua and Barbuda Foot-
ball Association’s (ABFA) 
Second Division League.

Following a goalless 
first half, the Blue Jays 
scored three goals in the 
second half to soar to a 
3-0 victory against Golden 
Grove at the Cedar Grove 
playing field.

The goals for the Blue 

Jays were scored by Ja-
Rohn Thomas in the 52nd 
minute, Maleke Francis in 
the 80th minute, and Ro-
drique Barnes in the 83rd 
minute.

The Cedar Grove Blue 
Jays will advance to 13 
points after securing their 
fourth win in six match-
es. The result ensured that 
Golden Grove will remain 
on 12 points after suffering 
their second loss in six en-
counters.

Klyster Rowe scored 

twice as Sea View Farm 
FC also notched up their 
fourth win in six matches 
by snatching a 3-2 victo-
ry against Bethesda SC at 
the Sea View Farm playing 
field.

Rowe scored in the 
34th and 67th minutes, and 
Markland Wright converted 
a penalty kick in the 16th 
minute for Sea View Farm, 
which will advance to 13 
points from six matches.

O’Shale Simon scored 
both goals for Bethesda with 

conversions in the 17th and 
39th minutes. After playing 
unbeaten in their first three 
matches, it was the third 
consecutive loss suffered 
by Bethesda, which will re-
main on seven points from 
six encounters.

National Parks English 
Harbour consolidated their 
position at the top of the 
Second Division after being 
awarded victory by default 
against Herberts FC, which 
failed to show up for their 

Rangers continue to dominate 
ABFA First Division League

Blue Jays soar past Golden 
Grove in Second Division League

cont’d on pg 21
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The Sandals and Inet 
Jennings Grenades con-
tinued their successful run 
in the Antigua and Barbu-
da Football Association’s 
(ABFA) Premier Division 
League on Saturday.

The Grenades extended 
their unbeaten run, secur-
ing their sixth win in seven 
matches, with a 6-0 victory 
against the Willikies War-
riors in the last game of a 
triple header at the ABFA 
Technical Center.

The Grenades scored 
four goals in the first half to 
effectively secure their lat-
est win. Luis Cuidad Labra-
da opened the scoring with a 
conversion in the first min-
ute.

Eugine Kirwan scored 
in the 13th minute, Juniah 
Thomas converted an own 
goal in the 17th minute, and 
Malcolm Stewart made it 
4-0 with a 23rd-minute con-
version.

Second-half goals by 
D’jarie Sheppard in the 57th 
minute and Carl Osbourne 
in the third minute of added 
time (93rd minute) wrapped 
up the victory for the Gre-
nades.

The result allows the 

Jennings Grenades to re-
main at the top of the stand-
ings by advancing to 19 
points from seven matches.

The Willikies Warriors 
will remain in seventh place 
with nine points after suffer-
ing their fifth defeat in eight 
matches.

Old Road notched up 
their sixth win in seven 

matches with a 3-1 victory 
against Green City in the 
second game on Saturday.

The goals for Old Road 
were scored by Joylan Sin-
clair in the 25th minute, 
Shackwon Simon in the 
42nd minute, and Johnathon 
Shoy in the 58th minute.

Ranje Williams scored a 
consolation goal for Green 

City, which will remain on 
four points after suffering 
their fifth defeat in seven 
matches. The result allows 
Old Road FC to advance 
to 18 points from seven 
matches.

But Saturday’s open-
ing encounter between the 
Aston Villa Lions and John 
Hughes ended in a goalless 
draw.

 The Villa Lions will ad-
vance to 17 points after se-
curing their second draw in 
eight matches. 

John Hughes advanced 
to five points after claiming 
their second draw in eight 
matches.

encounter at the Pigotts playing field.
It was the fifth win for English Har-

bour, which will advance to 16 points from 
seven encounters. Herberts FC will remain 
on one point after losing for the fifth time 
in six matches.

However, the match at Old Road be-

tween hosts Young Lions and Guydadli FC 
was postponed.

Guydadli FC, which has notched up 
three wins in six matches, will remain on 
nine points. The Young Lions, which suf-
fered back-to-back losses in their previous 
two matches, will remain on 10 points 
from six encounters.

cont’d from pg 20

Players of the Sandals and Inet Jennings Grenades team

Grenades extend unbeaten 
run in Premier League
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Cup-holders Special Security Ser-
vices and Bitar Pizza All Saints United 
stopped the surging Terminix Pigotts 
Bullets to go joint-top of the standings 
in the Antigua and Barbuda Football 
Association’s (ABFA) Premier Division 
League on Sunday.

D’Andre Bishop scored twice as All 
Saints United extended their unbeaten 
run with a 3-2 victory against the Pigotts 
Bullets in the last game of a triple header 
at the ABFA Technical Center.

Bishop scored in the 10th and 35th 
minutes, and the other goal for All Saints 
United was scored by Dorien Cole in the 
sixth minute.

Shafeeq Joseph scored in the 75th 
minute, and Akeem Isaac had a conver-
sion in the fourth minute of added time 
(94th minute) for the Pigotts Bullets, 
who lost after winning their previous 
four matches.

All Saints United joined the Sandals 
and Inet Jennings Grenades and the Gar-
den Stars at the top of the Premier Di-
vision on 19 points after securing their 

sixth win in seven matches.
The result ensured the Pigotts Bul-

lets slipped from joint third to sixth place 
by remaining on 15 points after suffering 
their third defeat in eight matches.

After their unbeaten start to the Pre-
mier League was ended by All Saints 
United in their previous outing, the Gar-
den Stars returned to winning form in the 
second game of Sunday’s triple header.

The Garden Stars notched up their 
sixth win in eight matches with a 3-1 
victory against the struggling Greenbay 
Hoppers in a game in which both teams 
had one of their players expelled after re-
ceiving a second caution (yellow card).

Javorn Stevens of the Greenbay 
Hoppers was sent off in the 59th minute, 
and Courtney Clarke of the Garden Stars 
was expelled in the 62nd minute.

Stevens’ expulsion came after he 
converted a penalty kick in the sixth 
minute of added time in the first half to 
allow the Greenbay Hoppers to equalize 
after Sedique Adams gave the Garden 
Stars the lead with a 12th-minute con-

version.
Jahred Williams restored Garden 

Stars’ lead by converting a penalty kick 
in the 53rd minute, and Wilton Rhodes 
wrapped up the match by scoring the 
team’s third goal in the 80th minute.

The result allows the Garden Stars 
to return to joint-top of the Premier Divi-
sion with 19 points from eight matches.

It also allows the Greenbay Hoppers 
to stay second from the bottom of the 
standings on goal difference by remain-
ing on three points after suffering their 
sixth loss in seven matches.

The Attacking Saints recorded their 
second win in eight matches with a 2-0 
against Parham in Sunday’s opening 
game. Alexander Moody-Stuart scored 
both goals with conversions in the 10th 
and 19th minutes.

The result allows the Attacking 
Saints to advance to eight points from 
eight matches. Parham will remain in 
the cellar on goal difference with three 
points after suffering their seventh de-
feat in eight matches.

Players of the All Saints United Starting XI

All Saints United beat Bullets to 
go joint-top of Premier League
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A new winner will be 
crowned in this year’s An-
tigua and Barbuda Amateur 
Volleyball Association’s 
(ABAVA) Business League 
Championship after the de-
fending back-to-back cham-
pions, APUA Inet, were 
knocked out in the semi-fi-
nals on Saturday.

ICONS ousted APUA 
Inet 2-0 in the first semi-fi-
nal at the indoor stadium 
at the YMCA Sports Com-
plex. The ICONS prevailed 
25-20, 25-17, to book their 
place in the finals against the 
Eastern Caribbean Amal-
gamated Bank (ECAB).

The ECAB, which cap-
tured the runners-up posi-
tion for the past two com-
petitions, advanced to their 
third consecutive final by 
snatching a 2-1 victory 
against Nate’s Photography 
in the second semi-final.

After Nate’s Photogra-
phy won the first set 25-21, 
ECAB rebounded to lev-
el the match by taking the 
second set 25-15 and went 
on to win the encounter by 
claiming the third and deci-
sive set 15-11.

The semi-finals, which 
featured the top two teams 
in each of two groups, took 

place following the comple-
tion of the preliminary stage 
of the competition.

ICONS finished as un-
beaten winners of Group B 
in the preliminary rounds, 
claiming their sixth win in 
as many games with a 2-0 
victory against newcom-
ers EZ Flyers in their last 
round-robin encounter.

The ICONS prevailed 
25-18, 25-19 against the 

Flyers, which finished their 
debut campaign second 
from the bottom of Group 
B after suffering their fifth 
defeat in six matches.

Sandals finished in 
fourth place in the Group 
A preliminary round after 
claiming their second win in 
five matches with a 2-0 vic-
tory against 77 Bus in their 
last encounter.

Sandals prevailed 25-23, 

25-19 against the 77 Bus, 
which finished in the cellar 
of Group A after suffering 
defeats in all five matches 
in the preliminaries.

The ICONS and sec-
ond-place finishers, the 
Eastern Caribbean Amal-
gamated Bank (ECAB), 
qualified for the semi-finals 
from Group B.

Winners Nate’s Pho-
tography and APUA Inet, 
which finished second, 
qualified for the semi-finals 
from Group A.

The ICONS and ECAB 
will clash in Game 1 of the 
best-of-three finals at the 
YMCA Sports Complex on 
Tuesday evening (today).

When captain Shai Hope was dis-
missed by Mehidy for an 88-ball 86, 
which included four sixes, the West In-
dies were 193 for four after 37.1 overs.

But Rutherford and Justin Greaves, 
who struck 41 not out off 31 balls, were 

up to the task. Five Bangladesh bowlers 
shared the wickets.

The second game of the three-match 
ODI series will take place on Tuesday 
(today), and the potentially decisive 
third encounter will be held at the same 
venue on Thursday.

cont’d from pg 24

APUA Inet fails in bid to retain 
Business Volleyball League title

The ICONS volleyball team
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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BASSETERRE, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis (AP) 
— Sherfane Rutherford 
smashed his maiden cen-
tury to propel the West In-
dies to a five-wicket win 
over Bangladesh in the 
first One-Day Internation-
al at Warner Park in St. 
Kitts on Sunday.

Rutherford hammered 
113 off 80 balls, includ-
ing eight sixes and sev-
en fours, before he was 
caught by Nahid Rana off 
Soumya Sarkar in the 47th 
over with only seven more 
runs needed. 

West Indies finished on 
295 for five to secure vic-
tory with 14 balls remain-
ing.

Bangladesh had won 
the toss and chose to bat 
first, posting a respectable 
294 for six in 50 overs with 
captain Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz top-scoring with 74 
runs in 101 balls.

Opener Tanzid Hasan 
hit a run-a-ball 60, which 
featured three sixes and six 
fours.

Mahmudullah struck 
50 not out off 44 deliver-
ies, and Jaker Ali hit a 40-
ball 48, with both players 
hitting three sixes apiece.

Ali was out to fast-me-
dium pacer Romario Shep-
herd, who claimed three 
for 51 in 10 overs, off the 
penultimate ball of the in-
nings. Fast bowler Alzarri 
Joseph captured two for 
67.

In reply, the West In-
dies were reduced to 100 
for three after 23 overs. 
Openers Brandon King 
and Evin Lewis fell for 
nine and 16, respectively, 
and Keacy Carty was dis-
missed for 21.

West Indies batsman Sherfane Rutherford celebrates after 
reaching his century against Bangladesh in the first One-Day 
International at Warner Park in St. Kitts on Sunday, December 8, 
2024. (Getty Images)

West Indies players Roston Chase, left, and Justin Greaves, center, celebrate after fast bowler 
Alzarri Joseph, right, captured a wicket against Bangladesh in the first One-Day International at 
Warner Park in St. Kitts on Sunday, December 8, 2024.

Windies win first ODI 
against Bangladesh
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