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Message from His Excellency Sir Rodney
Williams, Governor General of Antigua & Barbuda
on the 43rd Anniversary of Independence

November 1, 2024

My Fellow Citizens and Residents
of Antigua and Barbuda,

On this, our nation’s 43rd Indepen-
dence Day, my family and I join you
in celebrating another year of progress
and resilience. This year, we gather un-
der the theme, “From Community Col-
laboration to Global Gains”, a theme
that reminds us of the strength we find
in unity and the potential we unlock
through cooperation.

The power of community collab-
oration has held a special meaning for
me over the past few weeks during
challenging times. My family and I
were deeply moved by the tremendous
outpouring of support, prayers, and
well-wishes from citizens, residents,

and friends, both at home and abroad.
The exemplary cooperation demon-
strated by the Government of Antigua
and Barbuda, the Government of the
People’s Republic of China, and the
Chinese Ambassador and her team re-
flects the very essence of our indepen-
dence theme. My heartfelt gratitude to
you all.

In keeping with this spirit of cele-
bration, I also extend my congratula-
tions to this year’s national honorees
selected by the Honours Committee.
Their achievements reflect the resil-
ience and dedication of many unsung
heroes who quietly strengthen our na-
tion. Each year, we recognize a select
few who have gone above and beyond

cont’d on pg 4 Governor General Slr Rodney Williams

P.O. Box 1125

Long Street

St. John’s, Antigua
Tel:1-268-736-3000
Email: socsec{@socialsecurity.gov.ag
Web Site: www.socialsecurity.gov.ag
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The Directors, Management and Staff of the
Antigua and Barbuda Social Security Board,
congratulate the people of Antigua & Barbuda
on its 43 year of Independence.
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in their service, while remaining equal-
ly grateful to those who work tirelessly
behind the scenes to make invaluable
contributions to Antigua and Barbuda.

Community and collaboration be-
gin close to home. It starts with com-
munity groups, neighbours, friends,
and families, who share common inter-
ests and work together to make a dif-
ference. Whether it’s addressing waste
disposal, beautifying neighborhoods,
or creating safer spaces, these efforts
uplift us all. Each small, collective ac-
tion builds the foundation of a stronger,
more cohesive society, creating a ripple
effect that touches every part of our na-
tional community.

Yet, as we reflect on our contribu-
tions locally, we must also recognize
our place within the wider world. Just
as communities collaborate to improve
their local surroundings, so must we,
as a small island nation, engage with
other countries to address shared chal-

lenges that affect us all. When nations
unite to tackle global issues like climate
change, environmental protection, and
sustainable development, our combined
efforts have a profound impact. Togeth-
er, we move from community-driven
initiatives to global progress.

Environmental concerns are es-
pecially pressing for small island de-
veloping states like ours. Our beloved
Antigua and Barbuda is particularly
vulnerable to climate change, with
rising sea levels, coastal erosion, and
increasingly intense hurricanes threat-
ening our ecosystems. Our coral reefs,
vital marine environments, and coast-
al habitats are under threat, endanger-
ing the natural beauty and biodiversity
that we hold dear and upon which our
tourism and marine industries depend.
Community collaboration in environ-
mental protection, both locally and in-
ternationally, is therefore essential, not
only to preserve our natural heritage
but also to secure our future.

Today, as we celebrate 43 years of
independence, let us commit to advanc-
ing our communities through unity, re-
spect, and stewardship. Let us stand in
solidarity with the global community,
recognizing that the challenges we face
are not ours alone. Through purposeful
collaboration, we can work toward a fu-
ture where all nations, large and small,
share the benefits of a healthy, resilient
planet.

Fellow citizens, residents, and
friends, Happy Independence to each
and every one of you. May we contin-
ue to move from strength to strength,
grounded in community and rising to
meet global challenges together.

May God bless Antigua and Barbu-
da.

Sincerely,

His Excellency Sir Rodney Williams
GCMG, KGNG, KSt.J, DSc, PhD
(h.c.), MBBS, FCAMA
Governor-General of Antigua and
Barbuda

FROM COMMUNITY COLLABORATION TO GLOBAL GAINS
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Independence Day Message 2024
from Prime Minister Gaston Browne

1st November 2024

I join in wishing the en-
tire nation and all of its peo-
ple, at home and abroad, a
happy and memorable 43
rd Anniversary of Indepen-
dence.

“From Community Col-
laboration to Global Gains,”
is this year’s theme. Truly, it
reflects the ambitions which
our country has set for it-
self and its people, with the
expectation of influencing
our regional neighbours and
guiding the multilateral in-
stitutions of which Antigua
and Barbuda is a member.

In May 2024, the Fourth
International Conference on
the Sustainability of Small
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne

Island Developing States
(SIDS4) was held in Anti-
gua; through planning and
collaboration, a conference
center was constructed that
enabled all 194 United Na-

[ _"-.l A ——

N

Member-States’ del-

tions

egations to be seated com-
fortably.
Volunteers and pro-

fessional protocol officers
conjoined their efforts to

ensure a warm welcome for
more than 5,000 delegates,
who experienced an inci-
dent-free conference, and a
safe departure. The diplo-
mats ensured a successful
outcome of SIDS4, as evi-
denced by the Antigua and
Barbuda Agenda for SIDS
(The ABAS).

Antigua and Barbuda
has already been voted to
host the Organization of
American States General
Assembly in 2025, and the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in
2026. These international
conferences are made pos-
sible by the new conference

cont’d on pg 8
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FROM .

The Minister of Public Utilities,
The Board of Commissioners,
and The Management and Staff.

cont’d from pg 6

center and the willingness
of the many volunteers and
professionals who are ex-
pected to give of their time
and talent: From Communi-
ty Collaboration to Global
Gains.

The issue of repara-
tions continues to occupy
the drive and insistence of
CARICOM Heads. The
idea of compensating the
exploited for hundreds
of years of deliberate un-
der-development and inhu-
mane exploitation—which
defined our country’s 300-
year modern history—is a
just and lawful cause.

As our country battles
the developed countries for

and billions of tons of par-
ticulate matter, each year,
our safety is imperiled and
the altered global climate
threatens to disrupt normal-
cy on our planet. We are
compelled to fight.

Our country’s sover-
eignty, now 43 years old,
makes us but a youth among
states that were formed
since 1776 or 1804. Yet, our
impact on world affairs can-
not be disregarded. We will
continue to secure a better
world for future generations
of nationals and Caribbean
citizens.

{..--‘ -~ ,r“'_:...-'..-cp-"‘-‘-

Honourable Gaston

their history of polluting the Browne M.P.
skies with unwanted gases Prime Minister
FORM P7 (Rule 15)
THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
ANUHPB 2024/0290

In the Estate of “CARLOS GUILLAMON” also known as “CARLOS GUILLAMON SIERRA”, late of
Houston Texas, USA, Deceased.

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT
FIRST PUBLICATION

TAKE NOTICE that an Application has been filed by NELVA ELENA ANGULO BOZO of 2918 Meadowglen
CV, Houston, Texas 77082, United States, for a Grant of Letters of Administration to the Applicant who is
the surviving spouse of the deceased, the deceased having died intestate on the 7t day of May, 2019.

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Letters of Administration to the Applicant shall file an
objection within fourteen (14) days of the publication of this Notice.

Dated the 31st day of October, 2024

TALIA N. DACOSTA
STAPLETON CHAMBERS
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
FOR THE APPLICANT

Filed by STAPLETON CHAMBERS Attomeys-at-law whose address for service is STAPLETON CHAMBERS, STAPLETON HOUSE, SUITE #2, STAPLETON
LANE, P.0. BOX 2891, ST. JOHN'S, ANTIGUA; craig.jacas@stapletonchambers.com; Tel: (268) 562-7185 Fax: (268) 562-7967 Applicant in Person whose
address for service is the same as above.
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Message from Hon. Daryll Matthew, Minister of
Education, Sports and The Creative Industries, and
Member of Parliament for St. John’s Rural South

As we celebrate 43 years
of nationhood, we reflect on
how far we have come as a
united and resilient people.
This year’s theme, “From
Community  Collaboration
to Global Gains,” is as sig-
nificant, as it is timely, since
it speaks to the strength that
arises when we work togeth-
er.

Today, as we embrace a
more interconnected world,
we are reminded that the
strides we make at home
contribute to our global im-
pact. Indeed, we have shown
global leadership in address-
ing the challenges of Climate
Change, in our advocacy for
Small Island Developing
States, and in delivering to

Hon. Daryll Matthew

the sporting world a spectac-
ular Cricket T20 World Cup.

These monumental
achievements  demonstrate
that in every village and
school, every family and

community, the spirit of col-
laboration brings about mean-
ingful progress. Through
partnerships, education, and
a commitment to mutual
growth, we are shaping a
generation ready to excel on
the world stage.

As Minister of Educa-
tion, Sports, and the Creative
Industries, I am inspired by
the talent and determination
of our young people, and [ am
proud of our strides in em-
powering the next generation
with the tools and knowledge
they need to lead. Our young
people carry the promise of
our nations’ future, and when
we invest in their future, we
strengthen our communities
and our standing in the world.

Each year, we honor the
sacrifices of those who came
before us, those who dared to
dream of an independent and
prosperous Antigua and Bar-
buda. Their spirit lives on in
our aspirations, in our culture,
and in our achievements. To-
gether, let us continue to build
on their legacy, ensuring that
each step forward reflects the
spirit of hard work, and mutu-
al accomplishment embodied
in our national motto, “Each
Endeavoring, All Achieving”.

Happy 43rd Indepen-
dence, Antigua and Barbuda!
Let us never underestimate
the power of community and
the limitless potential we can
achieve together.

Hon. Daryll S. Matthew

e

FROM THE BORRD, MANAGEMENT AND STRFF OF THE CENTRAL MARKETING CORPORATION @ SRas A
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EMBRACING GLOBAL VISIONS

Happy 43rd Independence
to Antigua and Barbuda

Today we celebrate the creativity that shapes a
brighter, more prosperous future for our nation.
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Message from Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Education, Sports and Creative
Industries, Senator Shenella Govia

Happy 43rd Indepen-
dence Day, Antigua and
Barbuda! We proudly cel-
ebrate our rich history,
vibrant culture, and the
journey our nation has un-
dertaken since gaining in-
dependence.

This year’s theme,
“From Community Collab-
orations to Global Gains,”
beautifully  encapsulates
the essence of our prog-
ress.

Independence means
more than just freedom; it
signifies our strength and
resilience as a nation. It is

a call to action for all of us
to come together.

Independence rep-
resents the dreams and as-
pirations of our ancestors,
who fought tirelessly for
the liberty we enjoy today.
It’s a commitment to build-
ing a future where every
individual has the opportu-
nity to thrive.

May we continue to
nurture our communities,
knowing that through col-
laboration, we can achieve
great things and ensure that
the gains we make resonate
far beyond our shores.

W1

Global Bank of Commerce joins
nation of Antigua and Barbuda a

Happy 43rd Anniversary of Independence.

From Community
Collaboration to Global Gains

- www.globalbankofcommerce.com
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The Board of Directors, management and staff of
the Citizenship by Investment Unit congratulate
the Government and people of Antigua and
Barbuda on the attainment of 43 years
of political independence.

Ours is a community of global ambitions built on a
foundation of collaborative effort and success.

- @eciu

CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT UNIT
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Independence Message from Antigua
and Barbuda Festivals Commission
Chair Ambassador Elizabeth Makhoul

Greetings,

As we approach November 1st,
2024, we stand on the threshold of a
monumental celebration—our nation’s
43rd year of Independence. With im-
mense pride and joy, I extend heartfelt
wishes to all Antiguans and Barbudans
at home and abroad. This year's theme,
Antigua and Barbuda: From Commu-
nity Collaboration to Global Gains, en-
capsulates our journey, achievements,
and aspirations as a resilient nation.

This Independence Day invites us
to reflect deeply on the strength that
emerges from unity and collective ef-
fort. Our forebears fought valiantly for
the freedom we cherish today. Their
courage and commitment to our na-
tion serve as a powerful reminder that

when we come together as a commu-
nity, we can pave the way for remark-
able progress and elevate our standing
on the global stage.

In recent years, Antigua and Bar-
buda has showcased our people's ex-
traordinary talent and creativity. From
our vibrant culture to our burgeoning
industries, we have harnessed the spirit
of collaboration to achieve remarkable
gains. Whether it is delivering mem-
orable festivals and events, enhancing
our tourism, championing our arts,
or developing innovative solutions to
modern challenges, we have set a stan-
dard for nations to emulate.

As Chairlady of the Antigua and
Barbuda Festivals Commission, I am

cont’d on pg 16

Ambassador Elizabeth Makhoul

Architect, Antigua and Barbuda

r Caribbean
Colour
‘ Authority

HARRIS 3

Happy Independence,
Antigua and Barbudal!

As we honour 43 years of independence, let's celebrate
the proud heritage, vibrant culture and colours that are
inspired by the natural beauty of our nation.
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privileged to oversee our Indepen-
dence celebrations, which truly reflect
our unity and diversity. Our theme
was meticulously chosen and designed
to celebrate who we are and what we
have accomplished together. Kicking
off on October 23rd with our Barbu-
da activities, culminating on Novem-
ber 1st with our vibrant Independence
Food Fair alongside the Ceremonial
Parade, eleven (11) days of national
pride and captivating experiences.

A clarion call was heard inviting
every citizen and every visitor to sup-
port our 43rd Independence festivities
to immerse in the spirit of who we are
as a people. My young people made
me proud, showing their steadfastness,
with over seven thousand (7000)

students participating in our Na-
tional Youth Rally and fifteen (15)
schools participating in ACB Caribbe-
an Panorama, making these events the

largest we have seen to date. Permit
me to extend heartiest congratulations
to the Greenbay Primary School and
Antigua Grammar School, the 2024
ACB Caribbean Panorama Champi-
ons. Young People, stay focused as we
transition to Global Gains. ACB Ca-
ribbean, when we speak of community
collaboration, it's through corporate
citizens like you and as Chairperson,
I publicly recognize and thank you on
behalf of the Hon. Daryll S. Matthew,
Minister of Education, Sports and Cre-
ative Industries and the Commission-
ers of the Antigua and Barbuda Festi-
vals Commission.

Let us take this moment to rec-
ognize not only the journey we have
traveled but also the challenges that lie
ahead. Together, we can build a sus-
tainable future fueled by collaboration
and shared values. As we continue to
forge global gains, we must remain
steadfast in our commitment to inclu-

sion, empowerment, and progress for
all.

On this momentous occasion, I
wish to express my deepest grati-
tude to each of you—every Antiguan
and Barbudan—for your unwavering
dedication to our beloved twin island
nation of Antigua and Barbuda. Our
strength lies in the unity of our pur-
pose and our shared dreams. Let us
continue to work together, uplift each
other, and inspire future generations to
embrace their identity and potential.

So, as we celebrate our 43rd Year
of political independence, let us stand
together with pride. Let us raise our
flag high, proclaiming boldly, “An-
tigua and Barbuda, a Nation United,
Moving Towards Global Gains!”

Warm regards,

Amb. Elizbeth Makhoul
Chairperson

Antigua and Barbuda Festivals
Commission

HAPPYSAINDEPENDENCE
ANILGUATANDEBARBIU DA
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Message from Sir James Carlisle: A reminder of
God’s kindness to our natlon at Independence

September 12, 2024 will go down
in history as a day when many prayers
were offered for God to intervene in our
nation’s affairs. The Day of Prayer was
in response to the worrying increase in
crime especially among young men.

As a follow-up, the Honourable
Gaston Browne met with gang leaders
and participated in a football match with
them. In doing so he showed that he was
willing to meet the young men where
they are.

Many of these youngsters have re-
entered the education system. I have
no doubt that they will succeed if they
are given the necessary support and
encouragement. Teachers, parents and
members of the wider society must work
together.

The police have stepped up their
activities. Several guns have been con-
fiscated and a number of arrests made.

B YEARS o

Sir James Carlisle GCMG

Despite what has been done, crime has
continued to rise. It is an indication that
there is still more work to be done.

I believe that church leaders of every
denomination can play an even bigger
role in helping to resolve this problem.
The re-introduction of prayers in schools
is a good start but every effort should be
made to encourage our young people
to attend church. Research has shown

that church attendance is associated with
greater life satisfaction, among other
things.

There are those who will say that
when we acquire education, God should
be taken out of the picture. They prefer
to listen to the advice of atheists like
Richard Dawkins and Christopher
Hitchens. But I would like to remind
them that Francis Collins who led
the Human Genome Project is a firm
believer in God. He is a more eminent
scientist than Dawkins or Hitchens.

As we celebrate the 43rd
Anniversary of independence, let us
remind ourselves of the admonition
given by the Apostle Paul given in
1Thessalonians 5:17. “Pray without
ceasing.” Our nation needs prayer all
the time.

Sir James Carlisle GCMG
Governor-General Emeritus

INDEPENDENCE

Ce&ﬂ/zatmg

268-736-8802

Happy 43nd Independence
Antigua and Barbuda

From the management and
staff of Total Imports
Supplies Ltd.
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St. John’s | Antigua
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Just 13 years after our nation attained independence, a group of visionary,
indigenous Antiguans pooled their financial and other resources and established
Falmouth Harbour Marina.

We experienced many obstacles along the way but today
Falmouth Harbour Marina is now recognized as Antigua's
Premier Superyacht Marina. We are proud of this great and blessed country.
Happy 43nd Anniversary Antigua and Barbuda.
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The Antigua and Barbuda Economy at
Independence 2024; A success stmy to tell

The Antlgua and Barbuda econo-
my has regained all the grounds it lost
during the 2020-21 COVID-19 pandem-
ic when it lost more than twenty percent
of its value. Tangible indicators of the
strength and performance of the econo-
my will come to light when all the data
is presented to the Ministry of Finance at
the end of the year. New records are ex-
pected to be established in revenues; an
economy valued at over $6 billion and
growth rate that averaged approximate-
ly eight (8) percent over the last several
years.

It is instructive too, that the econ-
omy will out-perform the forecast of
leading international institutions; the In-
ternational Monetary Fund has predict-
ed growth of just over four percent for
2024, while the Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) is predicting that the economy
will grow by six percent.

However, in the words of Financial
Secretary, Rasona Davis-Crump, who
provided insights into the economy as
the country celebrates its 43rd anni-
versary of Political Independence, real
growth for the year will be between sev-
en (7) and eight (8) percent.

“We continue to rebound (from the
pandemic) very, very strongly as we
expect growth of between 7 and 8 per-
cent for 2024. There are projections by
ECLAC on one hand, which indicates
that the growth will be 6.3 percent,
however, the figures upon which those
projections are based, are from June this
year. The IMF has projected 4.9 per-
cent,” she revealed.

Davis-Crump said she is not too
concerned about the projections at this
point as in the end ‘the figures will bear
things out’ when the actual data arrives
at the end of the year. That’s important
according to the Financial Secretary as

there are many uncertainties, mainly
international, that could still impact the
economy negatively.

“There are many things that are un-
folding that could have knock-on effects
on the economy positively or negatively.
However, based on where we are today
with the projects that are in the pipeline
in terms of hotels, business expansion or
private home construction coupled with
the significant performance in tourism,
I would say that we are looking very
good,” she declared.

Tourism is the main driver of the An-
tigua and Barbuda economy and recent
data indicates that the sector has already
bypassed the figures for 2019, generally
seen as the best performing year on re-
cord for Antigua and Barbuda tourism.

At a meeting in St. John’s to discuss
plans for Antigua and Barbuda to host
Caribbean Marketplace next year, CEO
of the Caribbean Hotel and Tourism As-
sociation (CHTA), Vanessa Ledesma
said the Caribbean continues to show
impressive growth with a 16% increase
in international arrivals compared to
2023, ranking second only to the APAC
region. “Antigua and Barbuda, in par-
ticular, is leading this surge, with an ex-
pected 17% growth in overseas arrivals
from October to December, just behind

St. Maarten. Moreover, Antigua and
Barbuda stands out as the top-perform-
ing destination in terms of seat capacity
growth, with a remarkable 19% increase
over last year. These statistics clearly
demonstrate the value Antigua and Bar-
buda brings as the host of Caribbean
Travel Marketplace 2025, cementing its
position as a key player in regional tour-
ism,” she observed.

Similar sentiments were expressed
by the Florida Caribbean Cruise Associ-
ation in their report on the cruise sector
just last week. It showed that Antigua
and Barbuda ranks only second to St.
Kitts Nevis in terms of passenger and
crews spending among Eastern Carib-
bean destinations. The total for Antigua
and Barbuda was US$89,1 million. This
as the number of cruise calls and passen-
gers continues to grow.

There are going to be several signifi-
cant developments in the 2024/25 winter
cruise season. Firstly, the Arvia, which
has been home-porting in Antigua and
Barbuda over the past two seasons, will
be overnighting in the St. John’s Harbour
during its nine scheduled visits this sea-
son. Secondly, both the Falmouth Har-
bour and Barbuda will see more cruise
calls this season; Falmouth Harbour will

cont’d on pg 22
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The Board of Directors and
memipers of the ABHTA
celebrates our nation’s strength,
unity, and vibrant culture.

Here's to a future that honours
our heritage and embraces
boundless possibilities.

Happy Independence Day!

4&

ABHTA

1268.462.0374/4928
B wwwantiguahotels.org

0P09Q

@antiguahotels
[ Antigua and Barbuda Hotels & Tourism Association

Island House . Newgate Street, 3t John's, Antigua
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cont’d from pg 20
get more than forty and Barbuda is over
twenty calls.

Size of the Economy

The Antigua and Barbuda economy
has doubled in size between 2014 and
2024. Based on data from the Ministry
of Finance, the economy will value in
excess of $6 billion by yearend. Up from
the roughly $3 billion in 2014. There are
signs that the country’s economy is back
on track with the pandemic decline a
distant sight in the rearview mirror.

“At the end 0f 2019, the value of the
economy (market prices) was $4.5 bil-
lion. Based on the growth that we have
achieved so far, we are looking at in ex-
cess of $6 billion for 2024. This growth
is expected to continue into 2025. Our
projections are that by the end of 2025
we will be at $6.5 billion, roughly $2
billion more than it was for 2019,” Da-
vis-Crump remarked.

She added that “all this is predicated’
on the expectations that the anticipated
growth in tourism and in construction
will continue.

Revenue growth

Another indicator of the perfor-
mance of the economy has been the
growth in revenues for the year. This
year, the government added two percent
to the ABST to move it from 15 percent
to 17 percent along with other measures

to improve revenues. The year is not
yet over and the government revenues
have seen strong growth in the first ten
months of the year.

The financial secretary is confident
that the ABST, which was projected at
$413.6 million this year, will be sur-
passed when the final figures are tab-
ulated. Comptroller of Customs, Raju
Boddu is reporting that as of October 31,
2024, revenues at his department totaled
$397.1 million compared with $327.6
million for the same period last year.
This is an increase of $69.50 million,
or an increase of twenty-one point two
one percent (21.21%). For the month
of October, revenues amounted to over
$46 million, another increase over the
amount for the same month last year.

Concerns

Despite the good news and sup-
porting data about the performance of
the Antigua and Barbuda economy, the
financial secretary expressed two main
areas of concern. One has to do with
collections. She said based on the size of
the economy estimated at $6 billion and
with government expected to collect 20
percent of that in revenue, a quick calcu-
lation shows that the amount that goes
into government’s coffers from taxes
etc., should be $1.5 billion. “We are not
there yet; in fact, we are not at the billion
dollar mark yet and that is a concern. It

also speaks to a high level of non-com-
pliance and these are issues that must be
dealt with sooner rather than later,” she
emphasized.

Davis-Crump is also concerned
about the state of the country’s infra-
structure. She said she recently queried
a visiting consultant and asked what
would be his initial impression of the
country as a first-time visitor with little
prior knowledge. She indicated that the
consultant’s observations were that there
are visible signs that things are happen-
ing, but that the country’s infrastructure
did not quite reflect the state of the econ-
omy.

According to Davis-Crump, the
team at the Ministry of Finance is work-
ing diligently to provide the resources to
the critical ministries so that they can do
the job of improving the country’s infra-
structure.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne,
who is also the Minister of Finance, an-
nounced earlier in the year that the gov-
ernment has spent $20 million to acquire
equipment for the Ministry of Works to
undertake a massive road repair and im-
provement programme that is slated to
start in the first quarter of next year.

These were two of her concerns
overall, however the financial secretary
is happy with the state of the Antigua
and Barbuda economy.



FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2024

HAPPY 43® ANNIVERARY
OF INDEPFNDFNCE

FROM
THE HADEED GROUP OF COMPANIES

5 gs;jj_éjﬁﬁ__
ANTIGUA - 2 %
MASONRY T3 2 fPiC :
PRODUCTSLTD. 4~ | » Q\,,m,{s" HADEED MOTORS LTD.

Anfigua’s #1 Molor Vehicls Dealership




FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2024

Reparatory justice for Independence:
Stop pruning the colonial tree

By Dorbrene E. 0'Marde

On the achievement of indepen-
dence in 1981, UWI theoreticians had
labeled the framework within which
we, Antigua and Barbuda and other
small Caribbean territories operated
as that of a ‘stationary village-state’ in
a condition of subsistence equilibrium
punctuated by the disequilibria of lim-
ited grants, remittances from abroad,
and market subsidies for export agri-
culture...’. Not much has changed in
the last forty-three years except that
the market subsidies have disappeared
and tourism has become our main ex-
port.

In Antigua and Barbuda specifi-
cally, the following is of importance.
‘For over 200 years until the early
1950s Antigua was deliberately made
a monoculture economy — sugar’, pro-
ducing a situation where ‘labour and

 —————

Dorbrene E. O'Marde

land were therefore, completely tied
up by the sugar barons and no culti-
vation of food crops was possible’.
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By 1980 the pattern established by
slavery/colonialism that ‘any food
supplies as were necessary could be
imported from elsewhere’ manifested
itself in the fact that the food import
bill represented over twenty-five per-
cent (25%) of the country’s total im-
ports in terms of cost. The balance of
trade deficit was approximately sixty
percent (60%).

The colonial sugar policy had
‘fostered a deliberate decision to ig-
nore the educational development of
the people. The legislature, dominat-
ed by the sugar barons, saw no ben-
efit in educating workers needed for
their fields and therefore, they simply
ignored education altogether’. It was
the churches until 1914 that provided
basic education for the masses.

There were two main philo-

cont’d on pg 26
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cont’d from pg 24
sophical approaches to our

independence. Lester Bird,
then the main thinker and
speaker of the ruling Anti-
gua Labour Party saw in-
dependence primarily as an
achievement of freedom —
the ability to tell the world
‘We are free. We are our
own masters. We are an in-
dependent nation’. On occa-
sion though, he did suggest
that political independence
was not ‘an end in itself”.
The thinking on the left
voiced by Tim Hector and
other columnists in the In-
dependence Issue of ‘OUT-
LET’ saw Independence as
the transfer of power — ‘the

struggle to establish a na-
tional economy and thereby
real democracy. They rea-
soned that without a national
economy — owned and con-
trolled by the people, for the
people — ‘the political elite
that wishes to retain the old
order will govern under the
pretense of democracy, but
will use the full measure of
bluff and bluster, sham and
jam, jobbery and bribery,
fraud and corruption, the
threat or the reality of na-
tion brutal force.

Our artists — led by
King Short Shirt/Shelley
Tobitt and other calypso-
nians and the drama of the
Harambee Open Air The-

atre, infused with Caribbe-
an regionalism, were quite
clear that ‘Independence
in this region don’t mean
a damn, it we can’t be in-
dependent as one’. Their
concern, understandably,
was about the forging of a
regional culture. The fear
of one writer Ako Muntu
was that we were achieving
independence under a gov-
ernment ‘actively engaged
in repressing expression’.
He held that a government
which could be described
‘as enemies of the people
was by definition ‘enemies
of culture and of the spiritu-
al values of the nation.’
George Lamming in a

pre-independence  address
here raised the question of
power and provided a glum
assessment of the Caribbean
Independence Project initi-
ated in 1962 in Jamaica and
Trinidad and Tobago: ‘If we
try to face this question [of
power] seriously, whatever
island territory we choose,
we may discover that there
has been little cause for cel-
ebration. This doesn’t mean
that Independence is an
undesirable attainment. It
means that we might show a
greater respect for ourselves
if we approached it in an at-
titude of mournful silence.
It would also be less expen-
sive.’

Those were the philos-
ophies. Some of the facts
were that Antigua and Bar-
buda at attainment of inde-
pendence shared many of
the characteristics of the
OECS member states:

1. Small resource-chal-
lenged, structurally depen-
dent, open economy, which
is prone to natural disasters.
Hugely dependent on cap-
ital flows from overseas
whether by way of foreign
direct investment, grants or
loans, and remittances. Sub-
ject to the vagaries of inter-
national trade and dictates
of the leaders of the capital-
ist world.

2. Small in terms of
acreage that extensive agri-
cultural production is con-
strained.

3. Small  population
with high dependency ra-
tios yielding very limited
domestic market or internal
demand. Chronic unem-

cont’d on pg 27
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ployment and low labour
productivity.

4. Marked by an insuf-
ficiency of well-developed
tourism infrastructure.

5. Possessed of limita-
tions in its private sector,
especially regarding its size,
an insufficiency of compet-
itively priced credit facili-
ties, the comparatively high
cost of utilities, the lack of
creativity and risk-taking,
and public sector inefficien-
cies.

Today after forty-three
years of independence,
many of the characteris-
tics have not changed. We
are still small, resource
challenged and now - with
the intensifying ravages of
climate change - prone to
natural disasters. We are
still plagued by high youth
unemployment rates and a
seemingly related malaise
of growing violent crime.
We are still buffeted by
‘the vagaries of interna-

tional trade and dictates of
the leaders of the capitalist
world.” and remain without
bureaucratic and private
sector creativity to resist or
even mitigate such.

Prime Minister of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines
Dr Ralph Gonsalves opines
that ‘the challenging so-
cio-economic matrices, and
connected phenomena, in
the member-states of the
OECS flow from pre-ex-
isting structural vulnerabil-
ities and the history of the
region’s political economy
- shaped primarily by co-
lonial slavery and colonial
governance.

There are positives.
Between 1981 to 2021, the
economy of Antigua and
Barbuda has expanded al-
most fourfold (EC$705.5m
to EC$2,807.7m, equiv-

alent to USD $261.1m to
$1,039.5m) at an annual av-
erage growth rate of below
3.1%. But this is through the
expansion of a mono-crop

e w s e

economy. We cannot claim
much success elsewhere.
Questions can be raised
about the ownership and
management of the ‘com-
manding heights’ of our

economy, one still plagued
by the fear of economic co-
operation among nationals.
The value of agricul-
ture, forestry, and fishing
as a share of GDP has more
than halved, falling from
5% to 2% in 2022."" Only
18% (of a potential 30%) of
our territory is used for agri-
culture. We continue to rely
on food imports to feed our-
selves, importing the global
inflation of costs that result
in prices that now challenge
large sections of our popu-
lation. Support to vulnera-
ble groups through social
security, medical benefits,
pension schemes and pro-
grammes for price control
attempts however to miti-
gate against the rising cost
of living.
The reality is that for
cont’d on pg 28
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the past forty-three years we
have not done much more
than prune the colonial tree.
Yes, we have made minor
amendments to some as-
pects of colonial institutions
and governance but little
has changed.

The reparatory justice
movement as defined by
the CARICOM Reparations
Commission seeks financial
compensation and non-fi-
nancial resources to repair
the harm done to our people
and countries by European
leadership of the genocide
of indigenous peoples, the
slave trade and the enslave-
ment of Africans and their

descendants in the region.

The movement also
calls on our regional gov-
ernments to strengthen both
economic and political uni-
ty and enable internal ef-
forts to heal citizens and
institutions from the psy-
chological trauma they have
experienced.

It demands an invigora-
tion of the teaching of our
history; the recognition and
honour of those who led ef-
forts that brought us through
the hell of our colonial past;
and places emphasis on the
promotion of cultural heri-
tage.

Many issues — lega-
cies of enslavement and

colonialism - have re-
mained unchanged since
the achievement of politi-
cal independence. Our co-
lonial-granted constitution
and its protective Civil/
public service scream for
reform; our parliamentary
leaders still swear allegiance
to the King of England and
his family and successors;
our judicial system is still
subservient to the colonial
Privy Council; laws de-
meaning of human rights
still remain on our books
threatening cat-o-nine tail
whippings and arbitrary ar-
rest for congregation and
traditional healing/religious
practices; the images of au-

thority and prestige are not
of our people — witnessed
on our stamps and pass-
ports and money, repeated
on reference to many of
our schools and parks and
streets and towns/villages.

Hopefully, the addition
of the Five Island Campus
of The University of the
West Indies will focus at-
tention to the content and
praxis of education and
the structure and focus of
health care provision which
remain virtually unscathed
by serious national consid-
erations.

Reparatory justice mea-
sures must be intrinsic to our
development agenda. With-
out them, we should adhere
to George Lamming’s pro-
posed attitude of ‘mournful
silence’ when we proclaim
independence. Unfortunate-
ly, we do not — holding in-
stead loud colonial styled
celebrations, clothed in In-
dian madras wear.

We must address the
formidable historical lega-
cy of a widespread lack of
racial self-respect and the
concomitant challenge of
inspiring national self-con-
fidence.

I hold therefore that our
Independence Project will
not be successful until the
pre-existing structural vul-
nerabilities caused by en-
slavement and colonialism
are addressed and made
right through reparations.

The interdependence of
our independence thrust and
the struggle for reparations
must be understood and ad-
dressed as we struggle for
national development.
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Education: Relevance for Growth and
Development in Antigua and Barbuda

Education has been and contin-
ues to be at the root of development
in Antigua and Barbuda. Dating back
to the 17th century, education has
maintained charting the course for
advancement, growth and Antiguan
and Barbudan cultural expansion.
Significant time periods such as the
1830’s- with the work of religious or-
ganizations; the 1840’s- with Antigua
becoming the teacher training hub for
the Eastern Caribbean and the 1880’s
with the Middle -Class Education Act,
leading to the birth of numerous ed-
ucational institutions, education un-
doubtedly has been the genetrix of
growth for this great nation state.

The late 1900’s and early 2000’s
saw universal primary and secondary
education, with schooling being com-
pulsory for children between the ages
of 5 to 16. While early childhood edu-
cation continues to be predominantly
private, growth must be celebrated in
the solid foundational learning pro-
vided through the opening of the Ma-
ria Holder Early Childhood Resource
Center as the fifth government pre-

Kadian Camacho
school and early childhood training
center on island.

Applaudable growth is also seen
in Technical Vocational Education
and Training (TVET) as well as in
higher education. The opening of the
Harrison’s Centre- Antigua and Bar-
buda’s School of Continuing Edu-
cation along with legacy institutions

such as the Antigua State College
(ASC); Antigua and Barbuda Hos-
pitality Training Institute (ABHTI);
Antigua and Barbuda Internation-
al Institute of Technology (ABIIT)
and off- shore institutions such as
The American University of Antigua
(AUA), The American International
College of Arts and Sciences (AICA-
SA) and the University of Health Sci-
ences Antigua, all play a major role in
creating the envisioned “ harmonious,
prosperous, and modern Antigua and
Barbuda founded on the principles of
sustainability and inclusive growth;
where equality of opportunity, peace,
and justice prevail for all citizens and
residents” (MTDS 2015).

At the pinnacle of this journey
lies the opening of the fourth landed
campus of the University of the West
Indies- Five Island Campus (UWIFC)
in 2019. According to the Services
Sector Policy and Expansion Plan of
the Ministry of Trade, Commerce, In-
dustry, Sports, Culture and National
Festivals (2017), openings now exist

cont’d on pg 30
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for Antigua and Barbuda
to be incorporated into the
global education services
value chain. Pathways have
now been forged to supply
training and development
courses to meet the varying
needs of local, regional and
international ~ businesses.
Undoubtedly, it is fair to say
that Antigua and Barbuda
provides way beyond basic
education for its population
and has therefore met the
Education for All goal that
was set for 2015.

With this strong back-
ground, the education sys-
tem in Antigua and Barbuda
must thrive and continue to
evolve, shouldering the sus-
tainable growth of the twin
island state.

Knowledge, education

and literacy must therefore
remain current and relevant.

In its most traditional
sense, literacy is the ability
to read and write. However,
today literacy refers to read-

ing and writing at a level ad-
equate for communication,
or at a level that enables
one to successfully com-
prehend and communicate
in society. This means that
education and literacy play
a role in providing access
to power. The United Na-
tions Educational Scientific
and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) defines literacy
as a continuum of learning
to enable an individual to
achieve his/ her goals, to
develop his/ her knowledge
and potential, and to partic-
ipate fully in wider society.
This definition makes liter-
acy synonymous with mod-
ern knowledge. This knowl-
edge is measured in turn
by general access, adult
literacy and mean years of
schooling. These indica-
tors speak to the extent to
which members of society
are willing to embrace op-
portunities related to further
and continuing education
toward improving the very

quality of their lives, such
as ICT’s. If society is to
continue to modernize, the
institutions vested with the
process must also modern-
ize. The ICT in Education
Policy (2013) has played a
significant role in ensuring
that there have been mul-
tiple initiatives to provide
technological devices to

students and teachers since
its inception. There has also
been a focus on internet pen-
etration in schools, where
all public schools now have
access to the internet, albe-
it with varying bandwidth,
speed and spread across
compounds. The onslaught
of COVID-19 has taught us
that much more needs to
be done to ensure that all
schools have the capacity to
conduct online teaching and
learning. This is not just in
case of another pandemic,
but to cater for the needs
of diverse students and the
evolution of global com-
merce.

Global commerce has
been impacted upon by
Generative Artificial Intelli-
gence (GENALI), which has
grown in popularity world-
wide, and is changing the
approach to and evaluation
of teaching and learning.
The University of the West
Indies Five Islands Cam-

cont’d on pg 31
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pus (UWIFIC) has championed this
through its Al policy, and the host-
ing of the inaugural Al conference
in 2024, which brought education re-
searchers from across the world and
Al creators in one space to evaluate
the transformative impact of GENAI
on education.

With the rapid increase in the use
of Al by students, from helping teach-
ers save time by automating tasks, to
improving teaching effectiveness by
personalizing learning for students,
there is significant potential for Ge-
nAl to benefit the sector. At the same
time, there is considerable concern
about the risks it presents, as well as
skepticism about whether these can
be mitigated. What is certain is that
its use must be accompanied by great
responsibility and ethical consider-
ations.

This brings to fore the importance
of continuous professional develop-
ment of educators; not just concerning
Al in education, but all aspects of the
education journey. Educators are key
to the teaching and learning process
and can only impart current and rel-
evant content using appropriate ped-
agogy, if they too experience continu-

ous learning.

Much research has been done on
this globally, however local research
is deficient. The UWIFIC moved
swiftly into action to increase educa-
tional opportunities for educators by
providing bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in education; and scholarships
have been provided to educators to
access the same. In September 2024,
UWIFIC admitted its first cohort of
PhD students.

It is the firm belief of this writer
that “research is at the very heart of
the development of any society. For
without research and research driv-
en decisions and initiatives, a society
simply paces the treadmill of time”.
PhD students and other researchers in
Antigua and Barbuda now also have
a local avenue to share their research
through the annual Ministry of Educa-
tion Research Symposium, which also
offers publication opportunities.

This means not only is a local re-
pository of research being created, the
appetite for research among Antiguans
and Barbudans is being revivified.

This is further incentivized
through the Education Research Grant
offered through the ministry’s research
department as well as the Student Re-
searcher of the Year Award created
to encourage a culture -change sur-
rounding the importance of research
and data usage by targeting emerging
generations.

The conclusion one can draw is
that much has been done to ensure
that education in Antigua and Bar-
buda continues to evolve and cater
for the changing needs of education
stakeholders.

But all has not been accomplished.
It is important to celebrate what has
been achieved and from where the na-
tion state has come, but it is equally
important that investments must be
made in education to ensure that our
development is sustainable.

Where the government is unable,

the private sector must be invited to
engage in more scholarship oppor-
tunities for studies and research at
the highest level. The recent Small
Islands Developing States (SIDS) 4
Conference was held in Antigua at the
conference facility at the American
University of Antigua campus.

Antigua’s hosting of the SIDS 4
Conference at an educational institu-
tion was not only memorable, mean-
ingful and profound, but it was also
symbolic of the fact that education is
the vehicle toward the development
of these states. Antigua and Barbuda
continues to move towards an educa-
tion system without barriers.

One in which “coloring outside the
lines” as suggested by the Education
Sector Strategy is possible and en-
couraged. As one student writer puts
it, “we are truly living in an exciting
time! So much still needs to be done,
but so much has been achieved...I
look forward to the day when the only
cost [to my education] is how much
I am willing to study; or how much
I am willing to read. This is the day
when there will be no economic bar-
rier to my learning.” (Ethan Camacho
2024)
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Culture, its meaning, its
significance and its relevance

By Khan Cordice

In our society, the term
“culture” encompasses a vari-
ety of meanings. For some, it
refers to the practices and tra-
ditions of older generations.
For others, it involves artistic
expressions such as dance,
music, theater, writing, or
visual arts. At its most basic
level, culture can be defined
as a way of life that evolves
in response to environmen-
tal influences. Personally, I
see culture as our collective
ability to understand, accept,
and showcase our identity
through socialization insti-
tutions, including schools,
churches, community groups,
and, most importantly, fami-
lies.

In our community, there
is often a misunderstanding
of culture and how it is pre-
served and transmitted. The
idea that the responsibility
for culture rests with any one
individual or entity is mis-
guided. In reality, culture is
the collective responsibility
of everyone who lives in our
twin-island nation, including
newcomers who have settled
among us.

One difficult truth to ac-
cept is that culture is always
changing, influenced by nu-
merous factors. For instance,
what did our culture look like
43 years ago? As a 34-year-
old, I can only draw from
photos, videos, and the sto-
ries of those who experienced
that time firsthand.

Some argue that, over
the past 43 years, our cul-
ture—once driven by com-
munity  engagement—has
been heavily shaped by our
Afro-European and British
heritage. This influence is ev-
ident in our daily lives, from
our clothing and cuisine to
our artistic expressions and
educational systems. Many
believe that our culture now
feels different, and while this
may be true, we must consid-
er whether this change signi-
fies regression.

If we adopt a negative
perspective, we might con-
clude that we have lost much
of what we once cherished,
moving away from traditions
that defined us 10, 15, or even
40 years ago. But is this truly
the case?

From a positive view-
point, change does not neces-
sarily mean loss. Consider a
building undergoing renova-
tion; it requires adaptations
driven by various factors—
whether for hurricane readi-

| -

ness, climate change, or mod-
ernization. Rarely would one
argue that the essence of the
building is lost; rather, it has
been upgraded. Similar prin-
ciples apply to culture.

Most discussions about
culture tend to be one-dimen-
sional, yet culture is inherent-
ly dynamic. What constituted
“culture” in 1981 differs from
what it was in 1938. This
evolution is a natural aspect
of life and can be seen in his-
torical periods across Europe
and in the evolution of art.
However, I argue that we in
Antigua and Barbuda have
not yet fully defined what our
culture entails.

Fast-forwarding 43 years,
our communities look and
feel different. We now share
spaces with new faces, tech-
nologies, and influences from
around the world, largely due
to the internet. This evolution
is not negative; it reflects our
growing multicultural soci-
ety, where we coexist with
people from diverse back-

grounds. Consequently, our
culture must evolve. If our
society changes, so too will
our culture. Preserving our
heritage will showcase our
progress as a community.

I often reference Parang
as an example of an adapted
culture that emerged from
the blending of Trinidadian
and Spanish influences. What
about Afrobeat and other
multicultural musical styles
and dances?

Through acceptance of
our evolving identity, we can
expect the emergence of new
artistic styles, cuisines, cloth-
ing, and architectural designs
that will benefit our society in
many ways. 43 years later, |
am grateful for everyone who
has contributed to the Anti-
gua and Barbuda we enjoy
today. Is it perfect? Far from
it. Yet, we have made signif-
icant strides as a community,
and we must remain resilient
in pushing our twin islands
forward for future genera-
tions.

I urge families, commu-
nity organizations, church-
es, schools, and government
ministries to continue defin-
ing what Antigua and Barbu-
da represents, ensuring that
our nation remains one of
the most remarkable places
to live 43 years after inde-
pendence. Happy 43rd Inde-
pendence Day, Antigua and
Barbuda! “From Communi-
ty Collaboration to Global
Gains.”
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Nature and Nation: Celebrating Antigua and
Barbuda’s identity through our environment

By Shanna Challenger | Environmental
Awareness Group

As Antigua and Barbuda cele-
brates its 43rd anniversary of Indepen-
dence, we reflect on the enduring spirit
of our nation under the theme “Anti-
gua and Barbuda: From Community
Collaboration to Global Gains”. This
theme resonates deeply as it highlights
the importance of unity and collec-
tive action to address both local and
global challenges, including our envi-
ronment. Whether hiking on your fa-
vourite trail, enjoying a delicious fruit
from your garden, or relaxing on any
of our 365 beaches, the lives of Anti-
guans and Barbudans are intrinsically
linked to our environment serving as
a source of pride and sustenance for
our communities. However, as we em-
brace this milestone, it is essential to
recognize that our independence also
carries a responsibility—to protect
and preserve the natural treasures that
define our islands. In this spirit of col-
laboration, we must unite to address
pressing environmental issues, ensur-
ing that our national symbols and en-
demic species —reflecting the beauty
and resilience of our land—are safe-
guarded for future generations.

Our Natural Landscape

With a combined area of 171 square
miles, Antigua, Barbuda, and Redon-
da are renowned for their breathtak-
ing natural beauty featuring a diverse
range of ecosystems including lush
forests, thriving mangrove wetlands
and vibrant coral reefs that play a cru-
cial role in our islands’ environmental
health. Although you cannot put a val-
ue on all the ways the natural world
enriches our lives, these ecosystem
services are the tangible and intangible
benefits that humans receive from na-
ture, underpinning almost every aspect
of human well-being, including our
health, security, and economy. These
services include provision of food for
us to eat, oxygen for us to breathe,
and protection from natural disasters,
emphasizing the interconnectedness
of nature and community. Moreover,
many of our ecosystems provide aes-
thetic and recreational value, serving
as a backdrop for our cultural events,
celebrations, and tourism product, re-
inforcing the idea that preserving the
environment is integral to maintaining
Antigua and Barbuda’s identity.

Our National Symbols

Antigua and Barbuda has sever-
al national symbols that reflect our
deep connection to nature, starting

with the National Flower — the Dagger
Log or Century Plant (Agave karatto),
known for its golden yellow flowers
and its sturdy and resilient stem that
was formerly used to make fishing
rafts. Equally significant are our Na-
tional Bird — the Magnificent Frigate-
bird (Fregata magnificens), and our
National Sea Creature, the Hawksbill
Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata). The
Magnificent Frigatebird, with its strik-
ing appearance and impressive wing-
span, symbolizes freedom and grace.
Males are known for their bright red
pouches inflated like a balloon during

cont’d on pg 34
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the breeding season to impress the fe-
males who have a white underbelly.
They create an iconic “M” silhouette
while soaring in the air and over 8,000
individuals can be found in Barbu-
da-the largest breeding colony in the
Western Hemisphere.

Once thought to be so abundant
in our waters that you could “walk
from Antigua to neighbouring islands
on their backs without getting your
feet wet,” Hawksbill Turtles are now
critically endangered due to habitat
loss, pollution, and illegal hunting.
As a national symbol, the Hawksbill
represents not only the beauty of our
marine life but also the urgent need
for conservation efforts. Protecting
their nesting sites and promoting sus-
tainable practices are crucial for their
recovery and the health of our oceans
and the coral reef habitats where they
live.

While many nations proudly dis-

" MINISTRY OF SPORTS
R MR O SPO

play their endemic species as national
symbols, Antigua and Barbuda’s Na-
tional Animal, the European Fallow
Deer (Dama dama dama), serves as a
reminder of our complex relationship
with nature. Introduced to Barbuda in
the late 1700s for sport, this invasive
deer has become a significant part of
our sister island’s landscape, yet it
raises critical questions about the im-
plications of such introductions on
native biodiversity. Originally seen as
a symbol of colonial dominance and
pest that stripped vegetation, tradition-
al cultural practices and attitudes on
Barbuda value the deer as a hunting
resource, tourist attraction and provi-
sion of wild meat.

Understanding that our national
animal is a non-native species encour-
ages a broader dialogue about environ-
mental stewardship as our tri-island
state is home to eight species that are
unique to Antigua, Barbuda and Re-
donda including the Antiguan Racer

-

ol
w

(Alsophis antiguae), Barbuda War-
bler (Setophaga subita) and Redonda
Ground Dragon (Pholidoscelis atra-
tus). The notable absence of these en-
demic species and lack of recognition
at the national level, highlights the
need for a deeper understanding and
reflection on our ecological identity
and the importance of supporting spe-
cies that genuinely reflect our unique
Antiguan and Barbudan environment.
By educating ourselves and our com-
munity about the impacts of such spe-
cies, we can better appreciate the need
to focus on conservation efforts that
protect and restore our native flora
and fauna and work towards a future
where Antigua and Barbuda’s national
symbols reflect the true essence of our

islands’ biodiversity.

Our Environmental Challenges

Despite its stunning beauty, An-
tigua and Barbuda faces significant
environmental challenges that threat-
cont’d on pg 35
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en our natural heritage. Cli-
mate change is at the fore-
front, causing extreme heat,
rising sea levels and more
frequent extreme weather
events, which put both our
coastal ecosystems and lo-
cal communities at risk.

Coral bleaching is a
pressing concern, affecting
the health of the vibrant
reefs that are vital for ma-
rine biodiversity and the
livelihoods of fisherfolk. As
tourism and urbanization
expand, our natural habitats
are often sacrificed for in-
frastructure, leading to hab-
itat fragmentation and loss
of biodiversity. This rapid
development can put ad-
ditional pressure on native
species, making it crucial to
implement sustainable prac-
tices that protect our natural
heritage.

Additionally, invasive
alien species such as Rats,
Mongooses, and Giant Afri-
can Snails also pose signif-
icant threats to our ecosys-
tems, disrupting the delicate
balance of our native wild-
life by becoming predators
that decimate populations of
endemic fauna. Worrying-
ly, the Agave Snout Weevil
(Scyphophorus acupuncta-
tus) has become a signifi-
cant threat to our beloved
Dagger Log.

This ‘Agave Assassin’
is a tiny invasive pest that
has been rapidly spreading
a reign of destruction. With
its distinctive needle-like
snout, the Weevil damages
the plant by burrowing into
the heart of Agaves to lay its
eggs and spread deadly bac-

teria. The larvae eventually
burrow into the soil to grow,
emerging later as a new
plague of adult agave snout
weevils. Once infected, the
Dagger Log leaves appear
wilted and wrinkly, and as
it ismno longer anchored
by roots, will easily fall
over onto its side revealing
a mushy, foul-smelling core
infested by plump, squirm-
ing, half-inch, cream-co-
loured grubs with brown
heads.

The decline of the Dag-
ger Logs due to the weevil
impact has not only affect-
ed individual plants but also
the broader ecological land-
scape, especially in envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas
such as the Nelson’s Dock-
yard National Park and
the offshore islands where
Agaves normally thrive.

As we celebrate our in-
dependence and the beauty
of our national symbols, we
must remain vigilant about
these threats, working to-
gether to implement innova-
tive solutions to protect An-
tigua and Barbuda’s unique
environment.

Our Conservation Ef-

forts

Considering the envi-
ronmental challenges Anti-
gua and Barbuda face, there
is an urgent need for actions
to mitigate their impacts and
strengthen our resilience.
Supporting environmental
NGOs and implementing
environmentally conscious
practices in your daily lives
is more crucial than ever.

Nature reserves are
critical sanctuaries for pro-
tecting biodiversity, and lo-
cal NGOs advocate for the
establishment and mainte-
nance of these protected ar-
eas, including the Nelson’s
Dockyard National Park,
North East Marine Man-
agement Area (NEMMA)
and the Redonda Ecosystem
Reserve (RER). Organiza-
tions like the Environmental
Awareness Group (EAQG),
Elkhorn Marine Conservan-
cy (EMC), Adopt-A-Coast-
line, barbudanGO etc. are
dedicated to preserving our
natural resources and edu-
cating the community about
sustainable practices.

Nationally, there are sev-
eral initiatives being imple-
mented by these organiza-

tions including endangered
species recovery, ecosystem
restoration, recycling, beach
cleanups, tree planting, en-
vironmental education, and
coral restoration, which are
also vital components of a
holistic approach to conser-
vation. These activities not
only enhance community
engagement but also con-
tribute to the overall health
of our ecosystems. Volun-
teering, joining or donating
to these local initiatives pro-
vides an opportunity for in-
dividuals to make a tangible
impact, fostering a culture
of stewardship within our
communities.

Conclusion

As we celebrate our in-
dependence, it is vital to re-
flect on the deep connection
between the natural environ-
ment, our national symbols,
and our cultural identity. By
working together—whether
through volunteering, do-
nating, or participating in
local initiatives—we can
protect Antigua, Barbuda
and Redonda’s unique envi-
ronment and ensure that our
rich biodiversity endures for
future generations.

Together, we can turn
our collective commitment
into action, fostering a sus-
tainable future that honours
both our natural and cultur-
al heritage . Prioritizing our
natural environment is a tes-
tament to the resilience of
Antigua, Barbuda and Re-
donda’s natural landscape
and the spirit of our people.
Who knows — maybe one
day we’ll even add a God
Bless Redonda verse to the
beloved song.
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Barbudans: Embrace the change of a
modern, developed Barbuda going forward

A person reflection
By Arthur Nibbs
Antigua and Barbuda
gained Independence from
Britain on 1 November,
1981. The question is, how
have both islands developed
since Independence so as to
indicate the presence of pos-
itive changes for the islands.
Whilst it is evident that
there has been positive de-
velopment on mainland Anti-
gua, the same is less evident
ly true for the sister island
Barbuda.
Reason being: The BPM

4

head Barbuda Council has
been dominating the lead-
ership at the Council for 38
of the 42 years of Indepen-
dence.

The successive heads
BPM Council have made it
their duty to oppose every
development project offered
to the Council; hence an eco-
nomic stagnation prevailed
on the island.

However, there was new
hope brought to the Barbu-
dan People, when in 2013,
the ABLP attained leader-
ship at the Barbuda Council.

Arthur Nibbs
In quick time, the people of
Barbuda witnessed the final-
ization of the lease for the

Barbuda Belle Resort — Bar-
buda.

In short order the new
ABLP-led Council set about
to put the Council’s Financial
house in order.

A court case between
Social Security and Barbuda
Council for the nonpayment
of contributions to Social Se-
curity by the Barbuda Coun-
cil totaling $12 million was
averted and a payment plan
granted to the Council.

There were general elec-
tions in Antigua and Barbuda
in 2014. The ABLP was vic-
torious at the polls to include
the member from ABLP —
Barbuda Hon. Arthur Nibbs.
He continued the positive
development changes for
Barbuda.

There was approval of
two major Hotel Resort Proj-
ects for Barbuda within the
first 6 month-rule of the Gas-
ton Browne-led ABLP Gov-
ernment. Namely the PLH
— Peace, Love and Happiness
and Paradise Found LLC
(Robert De Nero)

Today, the PLH Project is

cont’d on pg 37
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in full swing providing employment for
Barbudans, Antiguans and individuals
from further afield. The Paradise Found
(Robert De Nero) Project was delayed
however, due to a court case brought
against the Project and the Government
of Antigua and Barbuda. However, the
court case has been settled and the con-
struction on the Paradise Found Project
is in full swing heading towards com-
pletion.

A significant part of the change
Barbudans are asked to embrace, is the
opening of the Barbuda Internation-
al Airport. This is indeed a significant
and momentous occasion for Barbu-
dans in particular. Barbuda will soon
accommodate commercial traffic from
international carriers. It is instructive to
note, according to key BPM supporters,
the airport site was home to the famous
Barbuda Red Foot Land Turtle.

Barbudans, the change you are
asked to embrace continues. Towards
the early part of 2025, you will wit-
ness the start of the construction of a
Rosewood Brand Resort on Barbuda
followed closely by another renowned
brand to be announced.

Also high on the agenda for a mod-
ern developed Barbuda, is a state of the
art primary school to be constructed in
the Luis Hill area. This facility was a
gift to the people of Antigua and Bar-
buda by the government and people of
the Dominican Republic. There was and

still is great friendship between Prime
Minister Browne and government and
people of the Dominican Republic. In-
cluded in the school facility will be an
area for the disaster management and
shelter facilities.

Renewable energy for Barbuda:
The Cabinet of Antigua and Barbuda
led by the Hon. Gaston Browne made
a wise and bold decision to declare Bar-
buda “The Green Island” as it relates to
energy production.

Currently, Barbuda is powered by
up to 75% solar energy and will be ex-
panded rapidly to 100% alternative en-
ergy.

New docking facilities for Barbuda:
Discussions are in advanced stages on
the relocating of the docking facility on
Barbuda.

It is expected for Barbuda to share
in the offerings generated by the cruise
tourism, also the full benefits from the
dollar barrel initiative.

Now, we saved the best and the
most serious issue for last: the owner-
ship of land in Barbuda. For many years
there has been gross contention between
the government of Antigua and Barbu-
da and the Council and majority of the
people of Barbuda over the ownership,
management and control of land on
Barbuda.

It is the position of the Government
of Antigua and Barbuda that the land
on Barbuda are crown lands held by
the crown on behalf of the people of the

state of Antigua and Barbuda.

To the contrary, the position of the
Council and people of Barbuda was
the lands are Crown Lands, held by the
crown on behalf of the people of Bar-
buda.

The issue of land on Barbuda was
placed before the courts by the Council
and people of Barbuda.

From the High Court to the Appeals
Court and finally at the UK Privy Coun-
cil. At the end of the day the final de-
cision handed down by the UK Court
was the land in Barbuda is owned by
the crown.

Fellow Barbudans listen to the call.
You must learn how to seize opportuni-
ties that arise from adversities.

The Hon. Prime Minister and Gov-
ernment of Antigua and Barbuda have
made an offer to the Barbudan People:
The offer is, every Barbudan at the age
of 18 years and over, will be entitled to
receive one (1) acre of land for the cost
of $1.00.

Barbudans this is Christmas in No-
vember for Barbudans with this offer.
My advice to you Barbudans, take it
and run fast. This, to Barbudans is life,
and an end too. Take it Barbudans and
be personally empowered.

Thanks to the Hon. Prime Minister
Gaston A. Browne and his Government.

Power to the Barbuda People!

Power to the People of Antigua and
Barbuda!

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE
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The UWI Five Islands Campus
Celebrates Antigua and Barbuda’s
Independence: A Call for Inclusive

Growth and Sustainable Development

As Antigua and Bar-
buda proudly celebrates
another year of indepen-
dence, UWI Five Islands
Campus extends its heart-
felt congratulations to the
government and people of
this resilient nation. Over
the years, we have wit-
nessed tremendous strides
in sports, culture, and eco-
nomic growth.

The achievements of
our athletes on the interna-
tional stage, including the
remarkable  accomplish-
ments of Rai Benjamin,
Cejhae Greene and Team
Antigua Island Girls, the
vibrancy of our cultural ex-
pressions, and the strength-
ening of our economy, are
a testament to the enduring
spirit of the Antiguan and
Barbudan people. How-
ever, as we celebrate, we
must reflect on the jour-
ney ahead and the work re-
quired to achieve a future
where every citizen pros-
pers.

Inclusive Growth for
a Stronger Nation

Our nation’s indepen-
dence reminds us that free-
dom is more than a declara-
tion; it promises prosperity,
justice, and opportunity for
all. In the face of global
challenges and local real-
ities, we must ensure that
no one is left behind. Inclu-
sive growth should be our

Professor Justin Robinson

mission. It is not enough to
measure progress by GDP
growth — we must assess
how that progress reach-
es every corner of society,
from our cities to our rural
communities.

We must address the
persistent issue of poverty
head-on. Many of our pop-
ulation live in conditions
that deny them the full
fruits of independence. The
eradication of poverty, the
expansion of paved roads,
and the installation of
streetlights in underserved
communities are not lux-
uries but essential rights.
These are the pathways to
education, employment,
and safety, representing the
infrastructure of dignity.

Achievements and

Triumphs: The Founda-
tion for Future Success

Antigua and Barbuda
has much to be proud of.
Our athletes have brought
home international acco-
lades, from track and field
victories to cricket and
sailing triumphs, high-
lighting our nation’s talent
and competitive spirit.

In particular, Rai Ben-
jamin’s extraordinary
achievements on the glob-
al stage in track and field
have made our nation
proud, showcasing the ex-
ceptional talent that Anti-
gua and Barbuda produces.
Our cultural heritage, from
the music of the steelpan to
the vibrant colours of Car-
nival, is celebrated world-
wide. Our economy, too,

has shown resilience, with
growth in tourism, finance,
and emerging industries.
These achievements are
not just markers of our
progress but also sources
of inspiration for our fu-
ture endeavours.

But as we celebrate
these accomplishments, we
must ask ourselves: How
can we build on these suc-
cesses to create an even
better Antigua and Barbu-
da? How do we use these
moments of national pride
as stepping stones for long-
term, sustainable develop-
ment? The answer lies in
leveraging our local suc-
cesses for global impact—
from community collabo-
ration to global gains.

From Community
Collaboration to Global
Gains

Our achievements as

a nation are not isolated
events. They are the re-
sult of years of dedication,
collaboration, and shared
effort. Whether it’s on the
track or in the classroom, it
is our collective work that
drives individual success.
Sir Viv Richards, Sir Cur-
tley Ambrose, Sir Richie
Richardson, Sir Andy
Roberts started began the
journey to global stardom
from right here in Antigua
and Barbuda, nurtured by
cont’d on pg 40
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a supportive community. This is a
powerful reminder that the strength
of our nation lies in its people and in
our ability to work together.

As we move forward, it is im-
perative that we continue to foster
collaboration within our communi-
ties to solve our greatest challeng-
es. Whether it is tackling climate
change, enhancing education, or
building sustainable industries, we
must work together.

Through strong community ties
and collective effort, we can turn
local victories into global gains, en-
suring that Antigua and Barbuda not
only thrives within its borders but
also shines on the international stage.

The Cognitive Revolution: A
Call to Build Sustainably

In answering these questions, we
can draw lessons from history as far
back as the Cognitive Revolution,
when our ancestors discovered the
power of thought, language, and col-
lective action.

This revolution set humani-
ty on the path to becoming Earth’s
dominant force, not through brute
strength, but through our ability to
imagine, plan, and collaborate.

The discovery of fire was a crucial
turning point in this revolution. Fire
gave us warmth, light, and the ability
to cook food, but it also symbolised
the beginning of human innovation.
Just as fire propelled our ancestors

forward, today, we stand on the brink
of a new revolution—one where we
must use our cognitive capacities to
innovate for sustainability.

As we look to the future, the same
revolutionary thinking that sparked
humanity’s progress must now be
applied to building sustainable orga-
nizations and systems.

We need institutions that promote
green energy, protect our natural re-
sources, and foster economic models
that include all members of society.
We must embrace technology not as
a replacement for human labour but
as a tool for elevating the potential of
every citizen.

A Call to Action

On this anniversary of indepen-
dence, The UWI Five Islands Cam-
pus calls on every Antiguan and Bar-
budan to take personal and collective
responsibility in shaping the future
we desire. Whether you are a student,
a teacher, a business leader, or a gov-
ernment official, your actions matter.

As individuals, we must commit
to lifelong learning, embrace innova-
tion, and take steps to reduce the im-
pact of our environmental footprint.
Education is the key to unlocking our
potential and driving progress. Each
of us has a role in building the Anti-
gua and Barbuda we want.

As organizations, from schools
to businesses, we must foster envi-
ronments that encourage creativity,
responsibility, and sustainability. We

must build institutions that stand as
beacons of progress and equality.

As a nation, we must support pol-
icies that promote inclusive growth,
combat poverty, and provide critical
infrastructure for all communities.
Expanding paved roads, street light-
ing and quality public utility services
are not just about convenience; it is
about ensuring that every citizen has
access to the basic services necessary
for a decent life.

The Future Is Ours to Build

Our independence is both a gift
and a responsibility. As we look to
the horizon, let us remember that
the future is not predetermined—it
is shaped by our actions today. As
Prime Minister Honourable Gaston
Browne says, “You don’t get what
you deserve, you get what you fight
for!”

Just as our ancestors used the fire
of innovation to propel humanity for-
ward, we, too, must harness our cog-
nitive power to create a nation where
every citizen has the opportunity to
thrive.

Let us commit to building a more
inclusive, sustainable, and prosper-
ous Antigua and Barbuda where the
flames of innovation and collective
effort light the way for future gener-
ations.

Happy Independence Day, Anti-
gua and Barbuda! Let us march for-
ward together, united in purpose and
driven by the power of possibility.
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National Heroes Address

Address by His Excellency Sir Clare Roberts
KCN, KC, Governor General's Deputy of Antigua
and Barbuda at the National Heroes Wreath
Laying Ceremony on October 25 2023

Hero’s Park, Tomlinson’s,
St. George’s
Antigua and Barbuda

Honourable Prime Minister

Members of Cabinet

Members of Parliament

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Senior Public Servants

Distinguished Ladies and gentle-
men,

Good morning.

It 1s my distinct honour and priv-
ilege to stand before you today, on
behalf of our Governor General, His
Excellency Sir Rodney Williams, as
we gather to celebrate the lives and
legacies of our six National Heroes.
Though His Excellency is abroad, he
sends his heartfelt greetings, and I am
humbled to address you on this occa-
sion as we pay tribute to those remark-
able individuals who shaped and is
still shaping, the history and destiny of
Antigua and Barbuda.

Today, we reflect on the greatness

of those who came before us—men
and women who faced the pressing
challenges of their time with courage,
vision, and unwavering determination.
These heroes—King Court, Dame
Nellie Robinson, Sir Vere Cornwall
Bird, Sir George Hubert Walter, Sir
Lester Bryant Bird, and Sir Isaac Vivi-
an Alexander Richards—were not only
champions of their day, but also bea-
cons for the future, laying the founda-
tion upon which our nation now stands

proudly, independent for 43 years.

The question we must ask our-
selves is this: What can we learn from
their legacy, and how can we rise to
the challenges of our time in a manner
that reflects the same level of courage
and service? As we lay these wreaths
today, let us honour not just the lives
of our heroes, but also their spirit of
recognizing the critical needs of their
day and working tirelessly to address
them.

Each of our National Heroes iden-
tified the most pressing challenges of
their era and took action. Whether it
was Sir Vere Bird’s fight to liberate
our people from colonial rule, Dame
Nellie Robinson’s efforts to uplift the
nation through education, Sir George
Walter’s advocacy for economic em-
powerment, Sir Lester Bird’s contribu-
tions to the nation’s development and
modernisation, or Sir Vivian Richards’
representation of national pride on the
global stage, these figures did not shy
away from the difficulties before them.

In our time, we face new chal-
lenges. Climate change threatens our
environment and livelihoods, youth
violence is on the rise, workplace pro-

cont’d on pg 42
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ductivity and educational
performance—especially
in mathematics—are con-
cerns we must address. Yet,
in the spirit of our National
Heroes, these are challenges
that we too can overcome.
What will our generation
be remembered for? What
voids will we fill? What
shackles will we break?
How will we lift the name
of Antigua and Barbuda?

The theme of this year’s
Independence celebra-
tions—From  Community
Collaboration to Global
Gains—reminds us of the
power of working together
for the greater good. Our
National Heroes worked
within their communities,
but their impact reached far
beyond.

They showed us that

through collaboration,
whether ~ with  family,
friends, or neighbours, we
can build a stronger nation.
It is this spirit of collabora-
tion that is essential if we

are to address the modern
needs of our society.
Imagine the progress
we could make if each one
of us sought to collaborate
with likeminded, forward

thinking individuals—those
who are committed to posi-
tive change and national de-
velopment. If we each strive
to address the challenges in

cont’d on pg 43
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our families, villages, com-
munities, workplaces, and
institutions, we can collec-
tively transform the future
of our nation. Just as our
National Heroes did, we can
make a difference at both
the local and national levels.

It is this type of national
impact that invites consider-
ation for National Hero sta-
tus. To be a National Hero is
not just to achieve personal
success, but to uplift an en-
tire people—to transform
lives through service, perse-
verance, and a vision for a

better future. Each one of us
has the potential to follow in
the footsteps of our Nation-
al Heroes by contributing
meaningfully to the growth
and advancement of Anti-
gua and Barbuda.

Let the lives of our he-
roes inspire us to identify the

existing challenges that hin-
der our progress—wheth-
er it be the development of
innovative solutions in the
fields of public utilities,
education, governance, or
climate action. We must all
commit to rising to the oc-
casion, to becoming part of
the solution, and to lifting
our nation to new heights.

As we remember the
sacrifices and contributions
of our National Heroes to-
day, let us resolve to con-
tinue their work. Let their
lives be our inspiration to
serve selflessly, to collab-
orate for the greater good,
and to leave a lasting legacy
that future generations will
be proud to honour.

May God bless Antigua
and Barbuda. Thank you.
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\{( EESTIVALS
N\ COMMISSION

INDEPENDENCE BUSINESS DECORATION
FINALISTS RESULTS

WINNER
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

15T PLACE
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA CIVIL REGISTRY

2"P PLACE
CIBC CARIBBEAN

Antigua Barbuda Festivals/Commission

CC:  Minister - Ministry of Education, Sports and Creative Industries
Parliamentary Secretary - Ministry of Education, Sports and Creative Industries
Permanent Secretary - Ministry of Education, Sports and Creative Industries
Chairperson - Antigua and Barbuda Festivals Commission

]
aﬁﬁ il W1t
i -

JIDEPETIDTNEE
HEV EF"mF*‘f

FrRom coMMUNITY
COLLABORATION



FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2024

2z Independence Business Decoration Competition

LIFE AND MEDICAL
COVERAGE THAT MATTERS




FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2024

Messages from foreign governments ...

Note No. PE 388/2024

The Ministry of External Affairs, International Trade, Civil Aviation and Diaspora Affairs of Saint
Lucia presents its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, Trade & Barbuda
Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, and has the honour to request transmission of the following
congratulatory message from the Honourable Philip |. Pierre., Prime Minister of Saint Lucia, to
the Honourable Gaston Browne, Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda:

QUOTE:
Your Excellency.

n behalf of the Government and people of Saint Lucia, it is my honour to extend my warmest
congratulations to yvou and the citizens of Antigua and Barbuda on this joyvous occasion of vour 437
Independence Anniversary.

This momentous milestone is representative of another fortuitous yvear added to over four decades
af your twin nation’s relentiess commitment to fostering national pride amongst its peaple. Your
country's theme, From Community Collaboration to Global Gains’, emboldens an understanding
that in the foce of regional and global challenges, inclusivity, perseverance, self-determination,
strength and unity are the core principles that govern the prosperity of small island states.

Being a fellow member of the Caribbean Community [CARICOM), upholding similar values and
aspirations, Saint Lucia stands in sofidarity with Antigua and Barbuda and recognises the enduring
bonds of friendship and co-operation that unite our peoples. As yvou embark on this momentous
Journey, | wish for continued peace and wellbeing for vour beautiful country and its people. May the
Jundamental principles that have inspired and guided vour nation’s progressive path forward,
remain a pillar for an even brighter future for all your citizens.

As Antigua and Barbuda gears towards its celebrations, let us reaffirm our commitment to
strengthening the bonds of friendship and co-operation between our nations. Through our joint
efforts, let us continue rto work towards a Caribbean region that is characterised by unwavering
Sfellowship, prosperity and shared opportunities for all.

Once again, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to yvou and the people of Antigua and Barbuda
during this time of celebration and national excellence.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

UNQUOTE

The Ministry of External Affairs, International Trade, Civil Aviation and Diaspora Affairs of
Saint Lucia avails itself of this opportunity te renew te the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Agriculture, Trade & Barbuda Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Castries, October 22, 2024

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, Trade & Barbuda Affairs
Saint John's
Antigua and Barbuda
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<t MESSages from foreign governments

Kingdom of the Netherlands

Note verbale

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Port of Spain
POR/24-208

The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands presents its compliments to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Barbuda Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, and
has the honour to forward Independence Day greetings from His Majesty King
Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands to His Excellency Sir Rodney Errey Lawrence
Williams, Governor-General of Antigua and Barbuda.

Quote
His Excellency
the Governor-General of Antigua and Barbuda

St. JOHN's

On the occasion of your National I extend to Your Excellency my congratulations
and best wishes for the well-being of the people of Antigua and Barbuda.

Willem-Alexander R.
Unguote
The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands avails itself of this opportunity to

renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Barbuda Affairs of Antigua and
Barbuda the assurances of its highest consideration.

HI
V/

Port of Spain, 30 October, 2024

To the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Barbuda Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda

St. John's
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Messages from foreign governments .e.....

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

Message from Ms Viola Amherd,
President of the Swiss Confederation,
to His Excellency Sir Rodney Errey Lawrence Williams KGN, GCMG, KStJ
Governor-General of Antigua and Barbuda,

on the occasion of the Independence Day celebrations on 1T November 2024

Bern, 30 October 2024

His Excellency
Sir Rodney Errey Lawrence Williams KGN, GCMG, KStJ
Governor-General of Antigua and Barbuda

Saint John’s

On behalf of the Swiss Federal Council and Switzerland's citizens, it gives me great
pleasure to offer my warm congratulations to you and your fellow citizens on the
occasion of this year's Independence Day of Antigua and Barbuda. | also convey to
you my best wishes for your personal well-being, as well as a happy and successful

future for your country and its citizens.
Respect for international law, human rights and the universal principles enshrined in
the United Nations Charter remain our best compass in striving towards a world of

peace and prosperity.

| very much appreciate that our two countries continue to enjoy excellent ties, which

| am confident we will be able to develop and deepen in the years to come.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Viola Amherd

President of the Swiss Confederation
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et MESsages from

foreign governments

(Translation)

H.E.Sir Rodney Williams

Governor General of Antigua and Barbuda
St.John's

Antigua and Barbuda

Your Excellency,

On the occasion of the 43rd anniversary of Independence of Antigua and
Barbuda,l extend warm congratulations and best wishes to the government and
people of Antigua and Barbuda on behalf of the Chinese government and people.

Antigua and Barbuda is an important country in the Caribbean region,
which has been committed to economic and social development of its own
country, and has been playing an active role in international and regional affairs
since independence. I attach great importance to the development of China-
Antigua and Barbuda relations, and stand ready to work with you to continue to
deepen exchanges and cooperation between our two countries in various fields
for the betterment of our peoples.

Wish your country more prosperity and your people more happiness.and
well-being.

Xi Jinping
President of the People's Republic of China
Beijing, November 1, 2024

19l 24

The Embassy of the Kingdom of Moreceo in Saint Lucia presents
its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Agriculture,
Trade and Barbuda Affairs Antigua and Barbuda and, has the
honor to enclose herewith, a copy of the Congratulatory Letter
addressed by His Majesty Mohammed VI, King of Marocco,
to His Excellency, Sir Rodney Williams, Governor-General of
Antigua and Barbuda, on the occasion of Antigua and Barbuda
Mational Day.

The Embassy would appreciate the kind assistance of the
esteemed Ministry in forwarding the enclosed letter to its highest
destination.

The Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco avails itself of this
opportunity te renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Agriculture, Trade and Barbuda Affa

the assurances of its highest consideratiin Lea 1
(= &e¥r |
W _rl

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, Trade
and Barbuda Affairs

Antigua and Barbuda

October 28'" , 202y
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