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BARBUDA COUNCIL
OPTS OUT OF MEETING

Story on Page 2

Prime Minister Gaston Browne spoke briefly with King Charles 1l by phone on Wednesday. Story on page 3.
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Barbuda Council opts out
of meeting with Cabinet

The Barbuda Council has
opted out of a meeting that
was scheduled for Thursday
(today) with the Cabinet to
discuss a ten-point agenda for
what has been described as
‘substantial matters’.

According to a Cabi-
net spokesman there was a
scheduled meeting of the
Joint Coordinating Commit-
tee consisting of the Barbu-
da Council and members of
Cabinet slated for Thursday
10th October.

The meeting was to dis-
cuss an agenda of ten sub-
stantial matters to include the
matter of the expansion of re-
newable energy, the construc-
tion of a new primary school,
$15 Million to be spent on
roads and a ban on the export
of sand from both Antigua
and Barbuda to allow for the
mining of sand for domestic
use only. The Barbuda Coun-
cil has asked for an indefi-
nite delay,” according to the
spokesman.

The spokesman revealed
that the parliament of Antigua
and Barbuda will likely place
the ban in law given the harm
done to the environment
by removal of sand in large
quantities from Barbuda.

An environmental expert
gave an assessment on the
quantum of sand removed
over the past 50 years and the
impossibility of continuing
for even a short period, the
expert addressed the impact
of sand removal on fresh wa-
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ter aquifers (brackish water),
sand dunes as high as 12 to
14 ft. and the harm to coral
reefs that reduce wave ener-
gy during storms and ground
swells.

“The Cabinet therefore
agreed to ban the fishing of
parrot fish which produce
much of the sand that encases
the 62 square miles of land of
Barbuda,” the spokesman re-
ported.

In related development,
the Cabinet held a discussion
on the successes of Barbu-
da especially the opening of
the Barbuda International
Airport, soon to be the Bur-
ton-Nibbs International Air-
port.

The Cabinet noted that
the Barbuda Council did not
attend the opening ceremony,
and more than 400 person oc-
cupied all the seats that were
placed on the tarmac for the
ceremony. More than 5 air-
craft were also parked on the
tarmac having flown more
than 120 people into Barbuda
for the opening ceremony. It
was a historic moment for the
twin island state the Cabinet
declared.

The Cabinet noted that
many new projects are to
come on stream in the com-
ing year to include a deep
water harbor that can accom-
modate cargo ships that can
carry multiple containers. In
all likelihood the new pier
will be placed elsewhere than
the current dock.
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King Charles, Prime Minister
Browne spoke Wednesday

King Charles III and
Prime  Minister  Gaston
Browne spoke briefly by
phone on Wednesday.

The discussion took
place ahead of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government
Meeting that takes place in
Samoa later this month. The
concerns of Small Island De-
veloping States (SIDS) such
as Samoa and Antigua and
Barbuda, and how they may
achieve resilient prosperity
and sustainable develop-
ment, are matters of interest
for both the King and PM
Browne.

Both have a shred inter-
est in issues relating to cli-
mate change and the impact
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne on a phone call with King Charles
[l.

this phenomenon is already
having on human civiliza-
tion.

His Majesty and the
prime minister have been
outspoken in their support
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for immediate action to end
the practices that have led
the world to what some have
described as ‘a clear and
present danger’.

At the moment, the
weather systems around
the world have had a turbu-
lent time with floods, wild
fires, stronger hurricanes/
typhoons as well as unprec-
edented droughts in areas
which have never before ex-
perienced these wide varia-
tions in the weather.

King Charles is not only
head of state for Antigua
and Barbuda, he is also head
of the Commonwealth, a
grouping largely made up of
former British territories.
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A national bread policy
for Antigua and Barbuda
now being formulated

The Ministry of Trade
is spearheading efforts to
formulate a national policy
regarding bread, one of the
most consumed product in
Antigua and Barbuda.

A draft outline for a
policy was among matters
discussed on Wednesday
when the National Trade
Council convened its third
meeting in St. John’s.

Led by Trade Policy
Analyst in the Ministry, Na-
dia James, the discussions
highlighted the need for
the establishment of proper
guidelines regarding quali-
ty, acceptable standards for
bakers and their premises,
handling of the bread and
a listing of the ingredients
used to make the bread.

In presenting the draft,
James said the national pol-
icy will provide guidance
to businesses in the baking

industry on the necessary
requirements and methods
for bread intended for hu-
man consumption. “The
aim is to provide homoge-
neity as it relates to qual-
ity management, provision
and product development,
material handling, and dis-
tribution in the industry,”
she stated.

The Trade Policy Ana-
lyst noted that the cost of
production has presented
the bakers with some chal-
lenges which has had a
domino effect on the prod-
uct final prices.

“The policy shall pro-
vide a baseline for better
control mechanism, great-
er handling methods and
properly maintained hy-
giene for the municipal
commercial production of
bread. The policy is man-
dated to guide bakers on
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Trade Policy Analyst in the Ministry, Nadia James.

how to achieve excellent
food safety and proper
hygiene standards in their
daily operations. Thus,
there is a framework for
all bread and bakery estab-

lishments to follow to en-
sure that the business does
not put anything or remove
anything from the bread
products that could impact
the health of those who
consume them,” James
added.

Following her presen-
tation of the draft, there
was a period of discussion
during which members of
the Council made a num-
ber of recommendations
on how to make the poli-
cy more comprehensive in
scope and effectiveness.

Issues such as who will
police the policy, concerns

about the types of water
cont’d on pg 6



THURSDAY 10TH OCTOBER 2024

Local News

PAGE 5

P ———

P e s
Cancer Centre

The machines at the

Cancer Centre now the
point of disagreement

The machines at the Cancer Cen-
tre have now been described as the
‘stumbling block’ as the new owners
of the building seek to have the fa-
cility returned to full use in offering
cancer care services to patients.

The Cabinet Notes said the Cab-
inet held a discuss on the machines
at the Cancer Centre that are proving
to be a stumbling block towards re-
turning the center for the benefit of
cancer patients.

“Those patients must now jour-
ney to Colombia and elsewhere to
undergo treatment since the centre
has closed its doors.

“The Cabinet is eager to have the
centre re-opened to treat the cancer
patients in Antigua and Barbuda and
other OECS Countries.

“The equipment in the cen-
ter have been in a state of neglect
for many years. There has been no
maintenance and since they are more

than 10 years, they have now been
deemed to be obsolete,” the Notes
stated.

Accordingly, the new owners of
the building are seeking to ask the
owner of the machines to remove
them from the building.

This is proving to create an issue
as it appears as though the owners of
the machines are seeking to extract a
considerable sum from the owners of
the building.
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Cabinet breathes fresh
life into Carpark building

The Cabinet is breathing
fresh life into efforts to com-
plete the Carpark building
on Independence Avenue,
which first started under the
UPP Administration.

Reports are that the
Cabinet invited the architect
who sits on the National As-
sets Management Company
(NAMCO) board to breathe
new life into the first project
to be undertaken by NAM-
CoO.

“The 15-year old car-
park that is located on In-
dependence Avenue which
was started under the previ-
ous administration is to be
rehabilitated.

“Having purchased the

upper floor into ABS Stu-
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pied by a paying lease hold

The NAMCO board will

I,

incomplete structure for
a bargain basement price,
NAMCO will invest mil-
lions of dollars to turn the

dios that will provide mo-
dernity to television, radio
and social networks. The
ground floor will be occu-

firm that will provide signif-
icant returns to government
as the landlord,” according
to the reports.

meet in two weeks when it
will take many decisions
that are to be communicated
to the Cabinet.

cont’d from pg 4

used in the production of the bread,
cultural practices where the person
handling bread is quite often the per-
son handling money and the role of
the Central Board of Health were
among matters discussed.

James said discussions on the
policy will be fine-tuned at the level
of the National Trade Council which,
on completion, will be presented to
the Cabinet for approval and imple-
mentation.

The NTC is made of represen-
tatives from a wide cross section of
agencies including the ministries of
trade, health, and agriculture, Cus-
toms Division, the Antigua Port Au-
thority, Antigua and Barbuda Cham-

ber of Commerce and Industry, Prices
and Consumers Division, the Bureau
of Standards, Fisheries Division and
the Antigua and Barbuda Investment
Authority among others.

Bread is a staple in many homes
in Antigua and Barbuda being one of
the most consumed food item in the
country.
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Sir Rodney travels to China
to be at Lady Williams’ side

The Governor General,
Sir Rodney Williams, left
the country on Wednesday
on his way to the People’s
Republic of China to be at
the side of Lady Williams,
who took ill while visiting
that country.

Early Wednesday, the
Office of the Governor Gen-
eral informed the public that
Her Excellency Lady Wil-
liams, who was represent-
ing Antigua and Barbuda at
the 6th China Latin America
and Caribbean Region Peo-
ple-to-People  Friendship
Conference in the People’s
Republic of China, had un-
fortunately fallen ill. “She is
currently receiving medical

care from a team of special-
ists,” according to the an-
nouncement from Govern-
ment House.

The announcement said
Sir Rodney Williams, is on
the way to China to provide
support for Lady Williams
during this time.

“We ask for your prayers
and well wishes for Lady
Williams® speedy recov-
ery. Further updates will be
provided as necessary,” the
statement added.

Sir Rodney is expected
back in the country on Octo-
ber 28. During his absence,
Sir Clare Roberts will per-
form the duties of Governor
General.

Governor General, Sir Rodney Williams, right, with Lady Wil-

liams.
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August 2024 September 2024 October 2024
# |COUNSTITUENCY 12th-16th | 19th-23rd | 26th-30th | 2nd-6th | 9th-13th | 16th-20th | 23rd-27th |  30th Ist-4th | 7th-11th | 14th - 18th | 21st - 25th | 28th - 31st
1 |ST. JOHN'S CITY WEST 95 84 54 38 40 26 12 5 6 0 0 0 (]
2 [ST. JOHN'S CITY EAST 32 26 24 26 25 29 11 3 5 0 0 0 0
3 |ST. JOHN'S CITY SOUTH 40 24 34 30 17 17 13 1 3 0 0 0 0
4 |ST. JOHN'S RURAL WEST 83 158 164 25 92 75 61 11 7 0 0 0 0
5 |ST. JOHN'S RURAL SOUTH 89 82 87 68 36 38 29 2 15 (] 0 0 0
6 |ST. JOHN'S RURAL EAST 145 111 94 61 46 64 30 8 19 0 0 0 0
7 |ST. JOHN'S RURAL NORTH 148 130 73 80 39 43 35 9 16 (] 0 0 0
8 |ST. MARY'S NORTH 81 137 85 92 54 68 34 5 28 0 0 0 0
9 |ST. MARY'S SOUTH 85 76 64 27 64 42 35 10 19 0 0 0 0
10 |ALL SAINTS EAST AND ST. LUKE 97 127 88 80 67 41 38 9 22 (] 0 0 0
11|ALL SAINTS WEST 72 122 86 4 106 85 57 3 30 (] 0 0 0
12|ST. GEORGE 131 162 129 99 78 67 49 9 23 (] 0 0 0
13|ST. PETER 100 106 65 80 22 27 39 2 32 0 0 0 0
14 |ST. PHILIP NORTH 75 61 a4 32 27 35 28 3 28 0 0 0 0
15|ST. PHILIP SOUTH 7 57 29 29 24 17 12 3 10 0 0 0 (]
16 |ST. PAUL 85 93 72 80 50 64 38 5 12 (] 0 0 0
17 |BARBUDA 0 25 71 40 23 28 9 6 11 0 0 0 0
fonthly Repl. t Application Count 1365 1581 1263 891 810 766 530 94 286 0 0 0 0
MONTHLY TOTAL 4209 3091 286
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"‘Extremely dangerous’
Hurricane Milton batters Florida

Hurricane Milton has
made landfall in Florida,
with US officials warning
that "life-threatening storm
surge, extreme winds and
flash flooding" are occur-
ring in central parts of the
southern state.

The ‘"extremely dan-
gerous" category three hur-
ricane is one of the most
powerful storms to form in
the North Atlantic in recent
years, the US National Hur-
ricane Center (NHU) says.

It comes just two weeks
after Hurricane Helene
caused substantial damage
across the US south-east.

Milton made landfall
in Siesta Key, Florida - a
coastal community south of
Tampa - at about 20:30pm
EST on Wednesday (01:30
GMT Thursday), according
to the NHC.

With current gusts of
up to 115mph (185km/h),
Milton will continue lash-
ing the state overnight and
throughout Thursday as it
cuts through the centre of
Florida before heading into
the Atlantic Ocean Thurs-
day afternoon and evening.

Milton is striking some
of the areas already deci-
mated by Hurricane Helene.
Tampa, which has a pop-
ulation of more than three
million people in its wider
metropolitan area, is just
north of Siesta Key where
the storm made landfall.

Forecasters are warn-
ing of torrential rain, flash
flooding, high winds and

Millions leave Florida homes before Milton hits
Several counties have mandatory evacuation orders in place

Disney World

Tampa

T

™,

o—| Jacksonville

- O—I Miami

Source: Florida Division of Emergency Management (11:30 GMT, 9 Oct)

possible storm surges -
which occur when water
moves inland from the
coast.

They say Milton could
be the worst storm to hit
the area in about a century
- with a surge of 10-15ft (3-
4.5m) possible, and local-
ised rainfall of up to 1.5ft.

Milton is moving inland
along Florida's west coast,
the NHC says.

Milton became a cate-
gory one hurricane on Sun-
day and has been steadily
moving eastwards, through
the Gulf of Mexico, after

brushing past Mexico's Yu-
catan peninsula.

It has fluctuated slightly
in strength, more than once
achieving the most power-
ful status of category five,
though it weakened before
striking the US mainland.

The core of the hurri-
cane is expected to pass
over west-central Florida,
with a large storm surge ex-
pected along a swathe of the
state's coast.

On Tuesday night, the
NHC said the hurricane
had "wobbled" to the south,
leading forecasters to alter

BlBlC

its track slightly. Even the
most accurate forecasts are
typically off by about 60
miles (100km) when the

storm is 36 hours away,
forecasters said.
Meteorologists are

warning Hurricane Milton
could also bring several
tornadoes from scattered
thunderstorms that may be
triggered across central and
southern Florida.

Floridians have been
told to prepare for the state's
largest evacuation effort in
years, with Governor Ron

cont’d on pg 9
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DeSantis warning that a "monster" is
on the way.

Most counties are in an official
state of emergency, and evacuations
have been ordered up and down Flori-
da's west coast.

Disaster management authorities
have issued a list and map of the evac-
uation orders.

Several large shelters have also
been prepared as a last resort for those
stranded.

Airports in Milton's expected path
have announced closures, and queues
of traffic have been observed as peo-
ple start to leave their homes.

Hurricanes - sometimes known as
cyclones or typhoons - are a type of
tropical storm that form in the North
Atlantic. They bring strong winds and
heavy rain.

When ocean air is warm and moist,
it rises, and then starts to cool - which
causes clouds to form.

Sometimes this rising air can move
away at the top of the hurricane more
quickly than it can be replaced at the

surface, causing the surface pressure
to fall.

The falling pressure causes the
winds to accelerate with more air
then getting pulled in as the hurricane
strengthens.

The National Oceanic Atmospher-
ic Association (Noaa) predicted that
the 2024 hurricane season would be
more active than usual. Rising average
sea temperatures due to human-caused
climate change were partly to blame,
it said.

Hurricanes are separated into five
categories based on their wind speed.

Milton was downgraded from a
category five storm (the highest cat-
egory) to a category four storm on
Wednesday.

It is forecast to be downgraded
further to a category three hurricane
before it makes landfall, according to
the NHC.

Category three hurricanes car-
ry wind speeds of up to 130mph
(209km/h) and can cause some dam-
age to trees and buildings, Noaa says.

Hurricane  Milton intensified

quickly as it passed over exceptional-
ly warm waters in the Gulf of Mexico,
where sea surface temperatures are
around 1-2C above average.

Warmer waters mean that hurri-
canes can pick up more energy, poten-
tially leading to higher wind speeds.

A warmer atmosphere can also
hold more moisture - up to about 7%
for every 1C of temperature rise. This
means that rainfall from hurricanes
can be more intense.

And global sea-levels have been
rising in recent decades, largely thanks
to global warming.

This makes it more likely that a
given storm surge will lead to coastal
flooding.

In Florida, average sea-levels have
risen by more than 7in (18cm) since
1970, according to US government
data.

A full scientific analysis will be
needed to quantify the exact role of
climate change in Hurricane Milton.

But its rapid intensification fits
with expectations of how these storms
are changing in a warming world.
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Google threatened with being
broken up by US government
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The US government
is considering seeking the
break-up of the world’s big-
gest search engine, Google,
which it accuses of caus-
ing “pernicious harms” to
Americans.

The Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ) has been con-
sidering so-called remedies
since a landmark court rul-
ing in August which found
Google illegally crushed
its competition in online
search.

If the DOJ pushes ahead
with the proposed remedies
- and they are accepted by
the judge in the case - it
would represent arguably
the biggest regulatory inter-
vention in the history of big
tech.

Google has pushed back
hard against the proposals,
describing them as “radi-
cal” and “sweeping” and
claiming they “risk hurting
consumers, businesses, and
developers.”

Google has become
the go-to search engine for
nearly every internet user
in the world, accounting
for about 90% of all online
searches.

The DOJ has accused
the company of using its
other products, such as the
Chrome browser and An-
droid operating system, to
funnel users to its search

engine, where it makes
money by selling adverts.
“Google’s unlawful

conduct persisted for over
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The measures being considered include “structural requirements” to prevent Google from main-
taining its internet search monopoly.

a decade and involved a
number of self-reinforcing
tactics,” the DOJ said in a
court filing.

It said this meant poten-
tial competitors were un-
able to get a foothold in the
online search market.

It added this lack of
competition had allowed
Google to charge abnor-
mally high prices for ad-
verts “while degrading the
quality of those ads and the
related services”.

The DOJ said it was
considering “remedies
that would prevent Goo-
gle from using products
such as Chrome, Play [its
app store], and Android to
advantage Google search
and Google search-related
products”.

The DOJ is expected to
submit a more detailed set
of proposals by 20 Novem-

ber.

Google will be able to
submit its own proposed
remedies by 20 December.

In a blog post, Google’s
vice president of
regulatory affairs, Lee-
Anne Mulholland, said
the recommendations
constitute «government
overreach» and  could
result in higher prices for
consumers.

Ms Mulholland ad-
mitted Google makes its
Chrome browser and An-
droid operating system free
because they are gateways
to “help people access the
web and use our products.”

She warned that if they
were to be separated from
Google, they would have to
start making money in their
own right - which would
lead to increased prices.

Ms Mulholland also ar-

gued that by paying com-
panies such as Apple and
Samsung billions of dol-
lars a year to be the default
search engine on their de-
vices, they effectively sub-
sidise those products.

Therefore, if they
stopped paying, the prices
of those products would go
up, she said.

Google also contend-
ed that the online advertis-
ing market is competitive,
citing a Wall Street Jour-
nal article which says that
more people are turning
to TikTok and Amazon to
search instead.

However, the same ar-
ticle said Google still had
more than 50% of the ad
search market.

If the aim is to reduce
Google’s grip on the search
market, it will require more

cont’d on pg 11
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Boeing withdraws 30% pay
rise offer to striking staff

By Joéo da Silva
Boeing says it has with-

drawn its pay rise offer to
striking workers after ne-
gotiations with union rep-
resentatives reached a stale-
mate.

The aviation giant ac-
cused the union of not giv-
ing its proposals serious
consideration.

The International Asso-
ciation of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers union
(IAM) said Boeing was
“hell-bent on standing on
the non-negotiated offer”
which it says was rejected
by its members.

Last month, Boeing
announced what it called
its “best and final” offer to
workers, which proposed a
30% rise over four years -
lower than the 40% being
demanded by the union.

“The  union  made
non-negotiable demands far
in excess of what can be ac-
cepted if we are to remain
competitive as a business,”
Boeing Commercial Air-
planes President Stephanie
Pope said in a letter sent to
employees.

The aviation giant accused the union of not giving its proposals serious consideration.

“Given that position,
further negotiations do not
make sense at this point
and our offer has been with-
drawn.”

But union representa-
tives said Boeing was not
willing to negotiate the
terms of the plane maker’s
latest offer.

Negotiators  “attempt-
ed to address multiple pri-
orities that could have led
to an offer we could bring
to a vote, but the company
wasn’t willing to move in
our direction,” IAM said in

a statement.

More than 30,000 Boe-
ing workers in the north-
west of the US went on
strike last month after over-
whelmingly rejecting a ten-
tative deal that included a
25% pay rise.

In response to the walk-
out that has shut down
production of some of its
planes, the company has
suspended the jobs of tens
of thousands of staff .

Boeing has said US-
based executives, managers
and staff would be asked to

cont’d from pg 10

than just regulatory change, says Xiaofeng
Wang, principal analyst at tech consul-
tants Forrester.

“It could open up more space for com-
petitors, including smaller players, to
grow their market share, leading to a more
diverse and competitive market,” she says.

“However, technology innovations
and consumer adoption strategies, includ-

ing marketing, would be important to de-
termine their eventual success.”

The outcome of this case may also
set a precedent for regulation of other big
American tech giants, Ms Wang adds.

“The US has also sued Meta Platforms,
Amazon.com, and Apple, claiming they
illegally maintain monopolies. Therefore,
if the Google case goes through, it would
affect more tech giants,” she says.

take one week of furlough
every four weeks as long as
the strike lasts.

The firm has said the
impact of the strike will de-
pend on its duration, but an-
alysts say an extended stop-
page could cost the firm
and its suppliers billions of
dollars.

The last strike at Boeing
in 2008 lasted about eight
weeks.

The stand-off adds
to the challenges faced
by Boeing’s new chief ex-
ecutive Kelly Ortberg, who
was appointed in August
with a mission to turn the
business around.

Before the walkout, the
company had already been
dealing with historic loss-
es, while production had
slowed as the firm respond-
ed to concerns about the
quality of its manufactur-
ing.
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Guyana: GGMC denies
plans to discharge cyanide
and mercury in river

CMC - The Guyana Ge-
ology and Mines Commis-
sion (GGMC), Wednesday
denied media reports that a
gold mining company plans
to discharge water contain-
ing low levels of cyanide
and mercury into the Esse-
quibo River.

In a statement, the
GGMC, said that Avalon
Gold Exploration Inc holds
an exploration license and
not a mining licence and
as a result, the company is
not authorised to conduct
mining activities and has
no approved mining plan in
place.

“Any mining plan would
need to include a compre-
hensive Environmental Im-
pact Assessment (EIA) and
a dewatering plan, which
are prerequisites for mining
approval.”

GGMC said that Ava-
lon Gold Exploration Inc
has submitted a work pro-
gramme to it as part of its
exploration activities, as
required for its exploration
licence.

“All activities are re-
ported to the mining com-
mission. The dewatering
mentioned in the article is
related solely to the drain-
ing of the mining pit to fa-
cilitate further exploration
work, not mining.

“It 1s important to high-
light that the pit being de-

Essequibo River. Photo: CMC file

watered is not a tailings
pond. Tailings ponds are
specifically engineered to
treat materials containing
cyanide and other substanc-
es, while mining pits serve
different purposes.

“Moreover, large-scale
mining operations in Guy-
ana do not typically use
mercury, and the use of cy-
anide or similar leaching
agents is strictly regulated,
reducing the risk of these
toxic substances entering
water bodies,” the GGMC
said.

The commission said
before any dewatering can
proceed, Avalon Gold Ex-
ploration Inc is required to
obtain the necessary envi-

ronmental permits to ensure
full compliance with all rel-
evant regulations.

“In consultation with
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA), we con-
firmed that the information
available on their website
pertains to Avalon Gold
Exploration Inc’s applica-
tion for various activities,
including the dewatering of
existing mining pits.”

The GGMC said that
the EPA has also clarified
that a comprehensive EIA
will be required before any
activities can commence or
approvals be granted.

“This process reflects
the EPA’s commitment to
transparency, allowing pub-

lic review and feedback on
all applications. To this end,
the EPA strongly encourag-
es community participation,
as public input is essential
for ensuring responsible and
sustainable environmental
and mining practices.”

The GGMC has sought
to reassure the public that it
will “actively participate in
the EIA review process and
oversee any mining-related
activities to ensure adher-
ence to all mining and envi-
ronmental regulations.

“We urge the public to
stay engaged in this process
as we continue to promote
responsible and sustainable
environmental and mining
practices,” it added.
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Dominica anticipates growth in sector
as 2024/2025 cruise season opens

The 2024-2025 cruise ship season
opens today in Dominica with the ar-
rival of the Celebrity Summit.

This season the island expects an
increase in cruise calls and visitor ar-
rivals.

In a statement to the press, Minis-
ter for Tourism, Denise Charles-Pem-
berton said: “The launch of Domini-
ca’s 2024/2025 cruise season marks
a significant growth with 235 cruise
calls expected, an 11 per cent increase
from the previous year.

“Approximately 375,000 passen-
gers are anticipated, a 22 per cent rise
from last season’s 306,601 visitors.”

This season 12 ships, including
the MV Aida Bella and MV Majestic
Princess, will make inaugural visits to
Dominica.

The tourism minister highlight-
ed the work done by her ministry in
preparation for this season including
an ‘elevate your service’ training se-

ries aimed at enhancing the quality of
service delivered by various service
providers in the industry.

More than 187 service providers
underwent the training programme in-
cluding taxi operators, vendors, hair
braiders, tour guides, security officers
and immigration officers.

She also highlighted work to im-
prove the aesthetics of the island
through infrastructural development.

The tourism minister said gov-
ernment spent over $2 million to im-
prove the condition of Dame Eugenia
Charles Boulevard — home to the
Roseau Cruise Ship berth which was
damaged by sea swells during the pas-
sage of Hurricane Beryl.

“The Dame Eugenia Charles Bou-
levard has received a well-deserved
upgrade with new pavement and curbs
at a cost of approximately $ 2.7 mil-
lion.

“The tourism product pillars will

be beautifully portrayed by artwork
along the Bayfront.

“Over $600,000 have been spent
on upgrading the major tourism sites,”
she added.

The tourism minister also informed
of plans to reconstruct the access road
to another significant tourism product,
the Cabrits National Park, which was
also severely damaged by landslides
and fallen rocks during the passage of
Beryl.

Key ongoing projects to further
enhance tourism on the island are a ca-
ble car project to the Boiling Lake, up-
grades to Champagne Beach, and the
construction of a modern cruise termi-
nal.

“These initiatives highlight the
progress this government is making
to improve infrastructure and enhance
guest experiences aiming to strength-
en our position as a sustainable tour-
ism destination,” she said.
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Biden and Netanyahu speak
as Israel mulls Iran.response

By Thomas Mackintosh

US President Joe Biden
has held a much-anticipated
call with Israel’s prime min-
ister - believed to be their
first dialogue in weeks.

Benjamin  Netanyahu
and President Biden are
thought to have discussed
Israel’s response to Iran’s
missile attack last week
amid escalating tensions in
the Middle East.

The White House said
US Vice-President Kama-
la Harris also joined the
30-minute call on Wednes-
day.

Not long after the call
wrapped up, Israel’s De-
fence Minister Yoav Gal-
lant said its retaliatory at-
tack against Iran would be
“deadly, precise and above
all surprising”.

“They will not under-
stand what happened and
how it happened, they will
see the results,” Gallant
said.

White House press sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre
described Biden and Net-
anyahu’s conversation as
“direct and very produc-
tive”.

She told reporters that
discussions on the Iran at-
tack continued and said that
as long as Beirut’s main
airport remained open, the
US would continue to make
flights available for Ameri-
cans still in Lebanon.

Elsewhere in the Mid-
dle East region, fighting has

US President Joe Biden met with Benjamin Netanyahu in Tel Aviv on 18 October 2023 - just days
after Hamas killed some 1,200 Israelis.

continued between Hez-
bollah and Israel, with four
people killed in an Israeli
air strike on a Lebanese vil-
lage near the southern city
of Sidon.

In the small Israeli town
of Kiryat Shmona, a couple
out walking their dog were
killed by Hezbollah rockets
fired from Lebanon.

They are the first Israe-
li civilians to die since the
cross-border conflict dra-
matically escalated 12 days
ago.

Rockets  have also
struck the Israeli port city
of Haifa, injuring at least
five people.

Israel said it has car-
ried out more than 1,100
air strikes since its ground
invasion began in southern
Lebanon on 30 September.

In an update shared on

Wednesday evening, the Is-
raeli Air Force said it had
used fighter jets, helicopters
and remotely manned air-
craft to attack Hezbollah’s
sites - and has also attacked
300 targets in northern
Gaza as part of the fighting
in Jabalia.

Previously, Netanyahu
has vowed Iran will “pay
the price” for the Iranian
barrage - which Tehran said
was in response to Israebs
invasion of Lebanon and
high-profile assassinations
of Hezbollah  leaders,
including the late Hassan
Nasrallah.

The US has defended
Israel’s right to retaliate,
but has also appeared to be
trying to limit its response
to Iran.

Lebanon’s government
says as many as 1.2 mil-

lion people have fled their
homes over the past year.
Almost 180,000 people are
in approved centres for the
displaced.

In addition, more than
400,000 people have fled
into war-torn Syria, includ-
ing more than 200,000 Syr-
ian refugees - a situation
that the head of the UN’s
refugee agency described
as one of “tragic absurdity”.

Hezbollah - a Shia Is-
lamist political, military
and social organisation that
wields considerable power
in Lebanon - has remained
defiant despite suffering a
series of devastating blows
in recent weeks, includ-
ing the killing of its leader
and most of its top military
commanders.

On Monday, the group

cont’d on pg 15
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Pilot dies flying Turkish Airlines
plane from US to Turkey

By Paul Kirby
A Turkish Airlines pilot

has died after becoming ill
on his own flight from Seat-
tle on the north-west coast of
the United States to Istanbul
in Turkey.

Captain Ilcehin Peh-
livan, 59, collapsed mid-air
and a second pilot and co-pi-
lot took over the controls, an
airline spokesman said on X.

“When first aid to our
captain on the plane was
unsuccessful, the cockpit
crew... decided to make an
emergency landing, but he
died before landing,” Yahya
Ustun explained.

The Airbus A350 plane
landed in New York and

plans were then made to fly
the passengers on to Turkey
from there, he added.

Flight TK204 took off
from Seattle shortly af-
ter 19:00 Pacific Time on
Tuesday evening. The pi-
lot appears to have got into
trouble over the Canadian
territory of Nunavut, before
his colleagues took over and
headed for John F Kennedy
airport.

The plane landed in New
York about eight hours after
leaving Seattle.

Mr Pehlivan had flown
with Turkish Airlines since
2007 and had been given a
regular health check in ear-
ly March, which found no

health problem that might
affect his job, the airline
said.

Turkey’s air traffic con-
trollers’ association, TAT-
CA, said he had served the
aviation community for
many years and offered its
condolences to his family,
friends and colleagues.

The cause of the pilot’s
death has not been released.
Pilots have to undergo med-
ical exams every 12 months,
while those aged over 40
have to renew their med-
ical certificates every six
months.

In 2015, an Ameri-
can Airlines pilot aged 57
collapsed and died during

cont’d from pg 14

insisted it was “confident... in the ability
of our resistance to oppose the Israeli ag-
gression”.

Israel’s government - which desig-
nates Hezbollah as a terrorist organisation
- has pledged to make it safe for tens of
thousands of displaced residents to return

to their homes near the Lebanese bor-
der after a year of cross-border fighting
sparked by the war in Gaza.

Hostilities have escalated steadily
since Hezbollah began firing rockets into
northern Israel on 8 October 2023 - the
day after its ally Hamas’s deadly attack on
southern Israel.

an overnight flight from
Phoenix to Boston.

The first officer took
over and made an emergen-
cy landing in Syracuse.

At the moment, two pi-
lots are required to be in the
cockpit of a large commer-
cial plane at all times.

However, the EU’s avi-
ation safety agency says
technology is being devel-
oped to enable a single pilot
to operate large passenger
planes during the cruise
phase of a flight. Such a
move would allow other
members of the cockpit to
rest, although the agency
stressed there needed to be
measures to ensure safety
and to respond to crew
becoming «incapacitated».

The European Cockpit
Association and other pilots’
groups have joined forces to
challenge the initiative, ar-
guing that reducing the crew
at any time would gamble
with safety on board.
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India’s Richa Ghosh stumps out Sri Lanka’s Anushka Sanjeewani during the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 2024 match between

India and Sri Lanka at Dubai International Stadium, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP)

India Women crush Sri Lanka
at Women’s T20 World Cup

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
(AP) — Captain Harmanpreet Kaur
hit a robust half century against Sri
Lanka to give India their biggest vic-
tory at the Women’s T20 World Cup
on Wednesday.

Kaur, who won her first toss in
the tournament and elected to bat,
smashed an unbeaten 52 off 27 balls
that propelled India to 172 for three.
Sri Lanka was bowled out for 90 in
19.5 overs to lose their third succes-
sive game in the tournament.

The big win bettered India’s pre-
vious best 79-run victory against
Bangladesh in the 2014 edition of the
tournament, and also lifted their net
run-rate to 0.576 after two wins and
a shocking loss to New Zealand in
group A.

India is at No. 2 with four points

and Wednesday’s big win has kept
their hopes alive for a place in the
semi-finals.

Indian opening pair of Smri-
ti Mandhana (50) and Shafali Verma
(43) laid a solid foundation of a huge
total as they combined in a 98-run
stand off 76 balls.

Both batters fell off successive de-
liveries when Mandhana got run-out
and Verma holed out in the covers off
Sri Lanka captain Chamari Athapath-
thu’s oft-spin.

But Kaur, who hurt her neck
during India’s win over archrival Pa-
kistan, bludgeoned pace and spin
in the last five overs as she hit eight
boundaries and an 84-meter six over
wide mid-wicket. She raised her half
century with a boundary off the final
ball as India plundered 59 runs off the

last five overs.

Sri Lankan chase got off to a di-
sastrous start when they limped to six
runs for three wickets, as fast bowler
Renuka Singh claimed two wickets in
her first two overs and Athapaththu
edged off-spinner Shreyanka Patil in
the lone slip.

Fast bowler Arundhati Reddy and
leg-spinner Asha Sobhana both ended
up with identical figures of three for
19 as India avenged their recent loss at
the final of Asia Cup against Sri Lanka
with an emphatic win.

Kavisha Dilhari top-scored with
21 and Anushka Sanjeewani made 20,
while Ama Kanchana (19) was the
only other notable contributor for Sri
Lanka.

In an earlier group B game, South

cont’d on pg 17
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OCS and SASS off to winning
start in Under-14 boys division

Ottos Comprehensive
School (OCS) and St. An-
thony’s Secondary School
(SASS) made winning
starts to their campaigns
in the Under-14 Boys Di-
vision in the Ministry of
Sports, Cool and Smooth,
Joma Patrick C. Whyte
Cup on Tuesday.

Both teams were the
only ones to win their open-
ing matches in the 2024
secondary schools’ foot-
ball league. Ottos Compre-
hensive School came from
behind to snatch a 2-1 vic-
tory against Sir Novelle
Richards Academy at the
Clare Hall School playing
field.

Jordan Cuffy gave
Sir  Novelle Richards
Academy the lead with a
34th-minute  conversion.
But Kemauri Barthley

the 48th minute, and Je-
voi Grey scored the winner
for Ottos Comprehensive
School in the 54th minute.

Elisha McDonald of
Ottos Comprehensive
School won the player of
the match award.

Elijah Cenac scored
twice to lead St. Anthony’s
Secondary School to a 4-1
victory against Pares Sec-
ondary School at St. An-
thony’s playing field.

Cenac had conversions
in the 5th and 14th minutes
to give St. Anthony’s a 2-0
lead. Khalid James reduced
the deficit for Pares Sec-
ondary with a 20th-minute
conversion.

But Chance Degannes
scored in the 34th minute
and Chase Gardar scored
in the 46th minute as St.
Anthony’s reasserted their

snatched the equalizer in

cont’d on pg 18 Jevoi Grey of Ottos Comprehensive School

cont’d from pg 16

Africa spun out Scotland for 86 to re-
cord their second win on a slow wick-
et of Dubai International Stadium.

Left-arm spinners Nonkululeko
Mlaba (three for 12) and Chloe Try-
on (two for 22) claimed five wickets
between them, and off-spinner Sune
Luss chipped in with one wicket for
nine runs for a massive 80-run win that
handed Scotland their third successive
loss in their maiden appearance at the
tournament.

Three of the top four South Afri-
can batters — captain Laura Wolvaardt
(40), Tazmin Brits (43) and Marizanne
Kapp (43) -- helped their team post
the tournament’s highest total so far of

166 for five after Wolvaardt won the
toss and elected to bat.

Wolvaardt and Brits combined in
a rapid 64-run opening partnership off
45 balls before Kapp provided a late
flourish with a 24-ball knock that fea-
tured six boundaries and helped South
Africa cross the 160-run mark.

Katherine Fraser, who took one for
15, broke the opening stand when she
made amends for dropping Wolvaardt
early, and Olivia Bell took a sharp
catch to dismiss South Africa’s skip-
per in the eighth over.

Scotland came back briefly in the
middle overs before Kapp played a
quickfire knock and provided South
Africa with a strong finish.

Scotland’s chase got derailed in-
side the powerplay when Tryon took
simple return catches and dismissed
Sarah Bryce (5) and Kathryn Bryce
(7). Mlaba then sliced through the
order in middle overs as Alisa Lister
(12) and Fraser (14) could only reach
double figures.

With their second win in three
games, South Africa rose to No. 1 in
group B with four points on a better
run-rate than England, who also has
four points after beating South Africa
and Bangladesh in group matches.

Scotland is at the bottom of the
table after defeats to Bangladesh and
the West Indies, with a game against
England remaining.
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Wins for Richie’s Shooterz and
BOE in Business Basketball League

Former champions  Richie’s
Shooterz and the Board of Education
(BOE) recorded wins in the Antigua
and Barbuda Basketball Association’s
(ABBA) Cool and Smooth Business
Basketball League on Tuesday eve-
ning.

Richie’s Shooterz claimed their
sixth win in seven matches with a 62-
59 victory against the Sledge O’Bal-
lers in the opening game of a double
header at the JSC Sports Complex.

Point guard Tavarus Benta shot a
game-high 28 points and claimed six
rebounds and four steals; Cohen De-
souza had 15 points, nine rebounds,
and four blocks; and Darnell Azille
converted 10 points and grabbed 16
rebounds for Richie’s Shooterz.

Coy Quinland sank 13 points; Ka-
reem Edwards scored 11 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds; and Harry Jules
converted 11 points for the Sledge
O’Ballers, who suffered their sixth
loss in eight encounters.

The Board of Education secured
their fourth win in seven matches
with a 93-51 victory against win-
less Christos Supermarket United in
Tuesday’s second game.

Xavier Meade produced 24 points,
11 rebounds, and six assists; Warren
Bogle had 22 points, eight rebounds,
and eight assists; Sadiq Phillip got 14
points, 12 rebounds, and seven as-
sists; Kevin Pimental converted 12
points; and Zuri Nesbitt achieved a
triple double with 11 points, 10 re-

bounds, and 11 assists for the Board
of Education.

Neville Chambers sank 13 points
and grabbed six rebounds; Delroy
Foster Jr. sank 12 points and claimed
nine rebounds; and David Martin
converted 11 points and secured nine
rebounds for Christos Supermarket
United, which crashed to their ninth
defeat in as many games.

The business basketball league
will continue with a triple header at
the JSC Sports Complex on Thursday.

The Fearless Crew will take on
Richie’s Shooterz at 6:30 pm, the An-
tigua and Barbuda Transport Board
will face Lion Feast at 7:30 pm, and
the Sledge O’Ballers will clash with
Lava Smoke Shop at 8:30 pm.

cont’d from pg 17
control to win the match.

The other three opening round matches ended

in draws. Defending champions Princess Margaret
School were held to a 2-2 draw by St. Mary’s Sec-
ondary School at the PMS playing field.

Allan Henry and Jaheedi Charles each scored
once for Princess Margaret School, while Jahdante
Griffith scored both goals for St. Mary’s Second-
ary School.

All Saints Secondary and St. Joseph’s Acade-
my played to a 1-1 draw at the PMS playing field.
Asantae Warner scored for All Saints Secondary,
and Carlson Roberts scored for St. Joseph’s Acad-
emy. Lakome Francis of All Saints Secondary won
the player of the match award.

Clare Hall Secondary and Antigua Grammar
School also battled to a 1-1 draw at the Clare Hall
School playing field. Zariet Mathurin of Clare
Hall scored an own goal in the 34th minute to give
Antigua Grammar School the lead.

But Adryl Lewis snatched the equalizer for
Clare Hall Secondary with a 58th-minute conver-
sion.

Teams from 10 learning institutions across the
islands are contesting the Under-14 Boys Division
of this year’s secondary schools’ football league.

Kemauri Barthley of Ottos Comprehensive School
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Litton Das of Bangladesh is bowled during the second T20 International against India in Delhi, India, on Wednesday, October 9,

2024. (Getty Images)

India overpower Bangladesh to clinch T20 series

DELHI (Reuters) - In-
dia crushed Bangladesh
by 86 runs in the second
Twenty20 international in
New Delhi on Wednesday,
thanks to a century partner-
ship between Nitish Reddy
and Rinku Singh to take an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
three-match series.

Chasing a mammoth
target of 222, Bangladesh
stumbled in their chase as

the Indian spinners took
wickets at regular inter-
vals, with all seven bowlers
claiming at least one wicket
and Hardik Pandya takiing
three catches.

Mahmadullah, 38, was
the only Bangladesh bat-
ter to hold up India with a
knock of 41, but he had little
support as wickets tumbled
around him.

Bangladesh, who won

the toss, started strongly and
their pace attack removed
India’s top order inside the
powerplay.

The hosts were reel-
ing at 41 for three after
openers Sanju Samson and
Abhishek Sharma, and skip-
per Suryakumar Yadav were
sent back cheaply.

Reddy and Rinku took
charge, however, sharing a
108-run partnership off 49

cont’d from pg 20

Bangladesh made a change in their last
outing, with Dilara Akter replacing Mur-
shida Khatun. Despite scoring just six runs
off 12 balls against England, Akter could
retain her spot in the lineup for the match
against the West Indies.

West Indies probable XI: Hayley Mat-
thews (captain), Qiana Joseph, Stafanie

Taylor, Shemaine Campbelle (wk), De-
andra Dottin, Chinelle Henry, Aaliyah Al-
leyne, Chedean Nation, Afy Fletcher, Ash-
mini Munisar, and Karishma Ramharack.
Bangladesh probable XI: Shathi Rani,
Dilara Akter, Sobhana Mostary, Nigar Sul-
tana (¢ & wk), Taj Nehar, Shorna Akter,
Ritu Moni, Fahima Khatun, Rabeya Khan,

Nahida Akter, and Marufa Akter.

balls, rotating the strike ef-
fectively and going after the
spinners.

Reddy was India’s top
scorer with 74 off 34 ball, in-
cluding four fours and seven
sixes, and they plundered 26
runs off one over from Me-
hidy Hasan Miraz.

Rinku also notched a
half-century (53) and Pan-
dya added 32 off 19 as In-
dia posted a total of 221 for
nine.

Taskin Ahmed was the
pick of the Bangladesh
bowlers with figures of two
for 16, and Rishad Hossain
claimed three wickets in the
final over.

Hyderabad will host the
last match of the series on
Saturday.
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West Indies, Bangladesh
set for crucial clash

The West Indies women
will seek to build on a dom-
inating win over Scotland
at the International Cricket
Council’s (ICC) Women’s
T20 World Cup when the
Caribbean side face Bangla-
desh in a crucial Group B
match at the Sharjah Cricket
Stadium on Thursday (to-
day).

With a necessity to stay
within the top two of Group
B, Bangladesh doesn’t ap-
pear to be underrated under
the conditions of play at
Sharjah, where it plays to
the strengths of their bowl-
ing lineup, which is looking
at a qualification lifeline at
stake. It’s certainly every
indication of a convincing
West Indies outfit set to
build consistency.

The West Indies took a
heavy thrashing from South
Africa in the opener, but
bounced back impressive-
ly against Scotland, which
improved their net run rate
and fetched them the second
spot in the group.

There is, however, cause
for concern about the lack of
runs from the top order, es-
pecially Hayley Matthews.
The captain will want to
lead by example to get into
the game.

Players of the West Indies women'’s team celebrate the dismissal of a Scotland player during their
match at the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on Sunday, October
6, 2024. (Getty Images)

Positive performances
from Qiana Joseph and De-
andra Dottin, combined with
a well-disciplined bowling
effort, present a great base
for the West Indies as they
look to again deliver as a
unit.

Bangladesh started well
by beating Scotland, but
were helpless against En-
gland. Bangladeshi batting
has been the weak link so

far in the campaign.

Sobhana Mostary of
Bangladesh has been the
highlight, scoring 36 and
44 respectively. The Ban-
gladeshi bowling has been
quite effective. Bangladesh
needs an improvement in
batting performances if
they want to progress from
Group B.

In their last match, Hay-
ley Matthews’s team made

two changes, bringing in
Ashmini Munisar and Che-
dean Nation while resting
Zaida James, who sustained
a facial injury, and omitting
Shamilia Connell.

Given Munisar’s role
as a spinner, it’s likely she
will be retained for the up-
coming game, and the West
Indies may stick with the
same lineup.

cont’d on pg 19
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