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PM Browne delivers solutions-
packed address to UNGA

Prime Minister Gaston Browne de-
livered a wide ranging address to the
United Nations General Assembly on
Friday where he not only highlighted
many of the problems that humanity
faces, but he offered well-thought out
solutions to these problems.

In a 20-minute address to the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly in New
York, where he delivered the country’s
National Statement, PM Browne did
not mince his words as he drew atten-
tion to the stark realities that now con-
front the world from climate change,
debt crisis, the plastic pollution, wars
and conflicts, the failures to keep world
temperature rise to agreed limits, to
guns entering the countries of the re-
gion, and the continued, unjustified
economic embargo against Cuba, and
the need for reparatory justice among

others.

“Today, we all stand at the edge of
a precipice. Never before has humanity
been confronted with such stark choic-
es: to end wars or condemn humanity
to endless suffering; to eliminate pov-
erty or watch millions starve; to act on
climate change or doom future genera-

tions to a scorched planet.

“The choices we make today - here
in this Assembly and in every institu-
tion of governance - will shape the sur-
vival of entire nations and the future of
our world,” he stated.

On the critical issue of climate
change, PM Browne drew attention
to the role the use of fossil fuel plays
in this regard. He noted that while
climate change is causing havoc for
many Small Island Developing States
(SIDS), oil producing countries are
awash in extravagant profits.

“We must fight to end this madness,
in protection of our planet and in the
interest of humanity. We need a Fossil
Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty, to halt
the reckless destruction of our environ-
ment, to end fossil fuel subsidies and
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Antigua and Barbuda proposes UN
conference on small arms, and
staging of music festlval of peace

Prime Minister Gaston
Browne is proposing two ma-
jor events for the United Na-
tions to undertake in the com-
ing year; a special high-level
meeting to discuss small arms
and light weapons and an in-
ternational music festival fo-
cusing on peace.

The issue of the importa-
tion of small arms and light
weapons into countries of the
Caribbean such as Antigua
and Barbuda is a major cause
of concern given the rise in
gun-related crimes in the
country. Just last week, the
police reported that from Jan-
uary to September this year,
they have confiscated 47 fire-
arms, and over the week at
least two more were seized.

“I wish now to address
the grave issue of small arms
and light weapons (SALW)
that are routinely exported
from wealthy nations to our
shores, creating havoc and
instability,” the prime minis-
ters remarked in his National
Statement to the UN General

Assembly on Friday.

He continued, “I call on
the United States and other
small arms and light weap-
ons producing countries, to
put systems in place to curb
the exportation of these lethal
weapons to our shores. They
are causing immense harm.

“This issue is now emerg-
ing as a public health epidem-
ic among SIDS, to the extent,
that I hereby make the call
for a High-Level Meeting at
the 80th UNGA, to debate
the threats of these weapons
to peace and security and to
devise solutions.”

He added that Antigua
and Barbuda cannot remain
silent as innocent lives are
destroyed and generations
are condemned to fear and
hatred.

Turning to the increased
tensions in the Middle East
with the threat of a further
escalation of the war be-
tween the Palestinians and
the Israelis as well as the
Russian-Ukrainian war, PM
Browne reported that on
September 17th, inspired by
the Secretary-General’s im-
passioned call for peace, he
wrote to the Secretary Gener-

al proposing an initiative that
transcends borders, language,
and conflict.

“With that letter, I trans-
mitted a Concept Note, set-
ting out a proposal for holding
International Music Concerts
for Peace, across every region
of the world.

“This initiative is intend-
ed not only to raise our glob-
al voices in a unified chorus
against the horrors of war and
other conflicts, but also to
raise critical funds to support
displaced persons and those
who continue to suffer,” he
explained.

He noted that music is
a universal language as it
speaks to the soul in ways
that words cannot.

“In moments when words
fall short, music carries our
collective cries for peace and
justice. This would be more
than a performance. I call on
all nations large and small, to
support the concept of Inter-
national Music Concerts for
Peace,” he emphasized.

cont’d from pg 2

to chart a course toward a sustainable
future, with a negotiated and graduated
transition.

“Let COP29 be the moment we
draw a line in the sand. Let it be known
—we can no longer afford the luxury of
delay,” he suggested.

Additionally, the prime minister
said while it is recognized that fos-
sil fuels still play a role in the energy
security of many countries, and it is
not expected that their production will

cease overnight; he has suggested a
bold move for these countries to help
pay for the damage caused by climate
change.

“It 1s only fair and just that these
companies pay a global levy to fund
mitigation efforts and compensation
for the damage they continue to in-
flict,” PM Browne recommended.

The Antigua and Barbuda leader
also made an urgent appeal for inter-
national action to end plastic pollution
noting that mankind is ‘drowning in a

sea of plastic pollution’ that is choking
the earth’s oceans and devastating its
biodiversity.

“It is no longer a question of if we
act, but how swiftly we can mobilize
against this threat. Our nations must
commit to a binding treaty, as required
by UNEA Resolution 5.14, to put an
end to plastic pollution and safeguard
our world’s most fragile ecosystems.

“Let us not allow this tightening
suffocation of our planet to continue,”
PM Browne urged.
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Stern action acticipated at
Clare Hall Secondary School

The Ministry of Educa-
tion is to implement a series
of actions today (Monday)
at the Clare Hall Secondary
School where last Friday a
student admitted that he was
in possession of a loaded
firearm on the school com-
pound.

That report triggered
a number of actions that
included a complete lock-
down and the police being
summoned to conduct a
thorough search of the com-
pound.

Director of Education,
Clare Browne, reported that
he has instructed the prin-
cipal, Lorna Richardson,
to summon the staff for a
meeting today (Monday)
that both he and other of-
ficials of the ministry will
attend.

“The school was on
lock-down for three hours
on Friday after it was re-
ported that one male student
had in his possession a fire-
arm with seven rounds of
ammunition. The principal

reported the matter to both
the police and the ministry
and I gave instructions for
the lock-down as well as to
isolate the student and his
associates until the police
arrived,” Browne recalled.

The director also report-
ed that the student was asked
to accompany the police in
a search of the area of the
compound where told both
the police and the principal
he hid the firearm. Howev-
er, following a search, no
weapon was found.
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Director of Education, Clare
Browne

A search of all the stu-
dents was conducted by the
police but no weapons were
found.

The young man and sev-
eral other students were tak-
en away and held in police
custody. It was later report-
ed that the other students
were released by the police,
but the one who reportedly
admitted to having the fire-
arm, was held for the entire
weekend.

Director Browne said
the ministry views this de-
velopment as serious and
that there will be severe
consequences for all those
who have had any form of
involvement in this matter.

“This is a serious, seri-
ous situation and we want to
isolate the lawless students
from those who are law
abiding. Therefore, at the
meeting this morning (Mon-
day), I will ask for the sus-
pension of those who have
had any connection with the
matter while the investiga-
tion is being carried out by

cont’d on pg 5
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High-Ranking Indian
official to visit St.
John’s next week

One of the highest-rank-
ing Indian government of-
ficials to visit Antigua and
Barbuda will pay a two-day
visit to the country starting
on October 6.

An announcement from
the Indian capital, New
Delhi, revealed that Min-
ister of State for External
Affairs and Textiles, Shri
Pabitra Margherita (MoS)
will pay an official visit to
Mexico (30 September — 2
October 2024), Grenada
(2-4 October 2024), Barba-
dos (4-6 October 2024) and
Antigua and Barbuda (6-8
October 2024).

In Mexico, MoS will
represent India at the swear-
ing-in ceremony of H.E.
Dr. Claudia Sheinbaum as
the President of Mexico on
Ist October 2024.

MoS’ visit to Grenada
would mark the first Minis-
terial-level visit from India
since May 2018 and second

ever such visit to the coun-
try.

In Barbados, he would
be visiting places of bilat-
eral interest.

In the last leg of his
visit, MoS will be in Anti-
gua and Barbuda where he
would hold bilateral meet-
ings.

MoS’ program during
his four nation visit would
include meetings with For-
eign Ministers; interaction
with key political, trade
and industry leaders, ITEC
alumni members and Indi-
an diaspora; and visit to bi-
lateral project sites.

The wvisit underscores
the deepening of relation-
ship between India and
Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean. It is expected to
bolster political, economic
and cultural ties, and pave
the way for greater collabo-
ration with India’s partners
in the Global South.

cont’d from pg 4

the police. We will not leave any stones unturned in our de-
termination to make our schools safe places for those who
want to learn and who teach there,” he declared.

Among the measures that will go into immediate effect
are; additional security guards at the school to include the
monitoring of the rear of the school, and the use of metal
detectors which are already in possession of the school.

“Up with this we will not put!” the director stated em-
phatically.

He said the school will resume regular operations as
both the ministry and the faculty work hand in hand to
bring some measure of normality to the institution despite
the experiences of last Friday.
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Sir Richie Richardson immortalized

with publication

Antigua and Barbuda
cricketing icon, Sir Richie
Richardson’s  life  and
achievement are the subject
of a new publication written
by former Principal of the
UWI Five Islands Campus,
Professor Densil Williams.

The book — Richie Rich-
ardson by Densil Williams
— is the latest publication
in the Caribbean Biogra-
phy Series, produced by the
UWI Press.

Governor General, Sir
Rodney Williams who par-
ticipated in the official

launch of the book last Fri-
day, said the book brings to-
gether the strengths of two
incredible Caribbean sons:

Sir Richie, whose legacy in
cricket has inspired millions
and Professor Williams,
whose academic prowess
has helped to document and
preserve this legacy for gen-
erations to come.

Sir Rodney described
Sir Richie as one, who like
Sir Vivian Richards, carried
the expectations of a region
on his shoulders “Yet, while
Sir Viv was known for his
explosive style, Sir Richie
embraced a calm, composed
and measured approach. His
wide-brimmed maroon hat
became iconic, symbolizing
his resistance to wearing a
helmet, and his resistance to
fear.” Sir Rodney observed.

Author of the book,
Prof. Williams noted that

of his biography

he recognized that the UWI
Press’s Caribbean Biogra-
phy Series had focused on
academics, activists and
others but had left out sports
icons. Recognising too, that
sports play a critical role in
the lives of Caribbean peo-
ple, he drew this omission
to the attention of the Prof.
Funso Aiyejina (the late edi-
tor of the series) and togeth-
er they decided on the se-
lection of Sir Richie to be a
part of this important series.

“The text of this publi-
cation really does justice to

Sir Richie, in the sense that
it starts a process of docu-
mentation, not only of the
life and work of Sir Richie
Richardson, but the lessons

cont’d on pg 7
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to be learnt from this humble giant who
loves country, loves family, but more im-
portantly, loves humanity,” he stated.

Prof. Williams described the process of
producing the book that included several in-
terviews with Sir Richie over a two-month
period which generated over ten thousand
pages of materials. This created a problem
as he was given a strict guideline of not
more than 25-thousand words as the length
of the book. He then had to ‘collapse’ all
this material to fit the word limit that he was
given.

The author said he was however pleased
to sit down with Sir Richie in the produc-
tion of the book as the cricket icon was ea-
ger to tell his story.

“Today, what we have is a product, of
what I think is a marvelous story. It is a sto-
ry that is not only inspirational, but inspir-
ing; it’s a story worth reading. I’m saying
that because it’s a genuine story; a story

of someone who has gone through what
we often describe as ‘from rags to riches’.
Richie’s journey was one that he was will-
ing to document and tell, but not for fame,
he had that already, or anything like that,
but because he wanted to leave some les-
sons for those left behind,” he remarked.

Also speaking at the launch were the
current principal of UWI Five Islands, Prof.
C Justin Robinson and Education Minister,
Daryll Matthew.

Minister Matthew penned a poem as a
tribute to Sir Richie which is attached here.
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TRIBUTE TO SIR. RICHIE RICHARDSON
BY
HON. DARYLL S. MATTHEW
MINISTER OF EDUCATION, SPORTS, AND THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

“A Tribute to Sir Richie Richardson”

To Sir Richie Richardson, a name so grand,
A titan who graced both sea and land,
Bat in hand, head held high,

With every stroke, he touched the sky.

From the pitches of Antigua to cricket’s grand stage,
Your presence, Sir Richie, transcended age,
You led with calm, with style, with grace,
In cricket’s book, you etched your place.

Under that broad-brimmed hat, so cool, so true,
You faced the fire, the world watching you,
When fast balls came, you stood your ground,

A warrior’s heart in every pound.

Captain, mentor, legend, and friend,
Your leadership made the game transcend,
You took the West Indies to higher height,
A beacon of hope, a Caribbean light.

But more than runs, and centuries grand,
You were a humble, noble man,
Respected on field, adored off too,

A gentlemanin all you’d do.

The youth today still chant your name,
Inspired by your passion, your love for the game, ¥
For Richie, you showed us what could be, 8

With hard work, heart, and dignity.

So as we pay tribute, we stand and say,
You gave us pride in every way,
Sir Richie Richardson, forever a star,
In cricket’s heaven, you shine afar.

The boundaries you broke, the dreams you grew,
We thank you, Sir Richie, for all you do,
Your legacy lives, it will never fall,

For you, Sir Richie, gave it all.
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Antigua and Barbuda Festivals
Commission unveils schedule,
logo, and theme for 43rd
Independence celebrations

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Festivals Commission
(ABFC), under the auspices
of the Ministry of Creative
Industries, is pleased to an-
nounce the official sched-
ule of events, along with
the logo and theme for this
year’s 43rd Anniversary of
Independence.

The logo, designed by
the Visual Echo team, cap-
tures our nation’s unified
spirit. The ABFC Com-
missioners, after extensive
collaboration in developing
various theme options, ul-
timately chose and final-
ized “Antigua and Barbuda:
From Community Collabo-
ration to Global Gains”.

The Honourable Da-
ryll S. Matthew, Minister
of Education, Sports, and
Creative Industries, empha-
sized the theme’s signifi-
cance, stating, “Community
collaboration is key to over-
coming the challenges we
face as a nation.

“We must look out for
one another. United efforts
will yield extensive benefits
and set the stage for Global
Gains.”

Ambassador Elizabeth
Makhoul, Chair of the An-
tigua and Barbuda Festivals
Commission, highlighted
the theme’s importance, re-
marking, “This year’s em-

phasis on collaboration sig-
nifies our evolution beyond
being just a small island
state. We can attain global
achievements through part-

nerships with our partners
and stakeholders. Ambassa-
dor Makhoul went on to say,
“As we mark our 43rd year
of political independence,

I urge everyone to support
and participate in the Inde-
pendence celebration from
October 23rd to November
Ist.”

ANTIGUA
ANDBARBUDA

“FROM CORMMUNITY
COLLABORATION
TO GLOBAL GAIMS"
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BARBUDA DAY ACTIVITIES
Barbuda | ALL D&Y

BUSINESS DECORATIOMNS
COMPETITION

MNATIONAL YOUTH RALLY
Sir Vivian Richards Cricket Stadivm | 8:30 AM
CHEERLEADING, SPECIAL DRILLS,

AND DJ COMPETITIONS
Sir Vivian Richards Cricket Stadium | 11:30 AM

MNATIONAL DRESS DAY
Hallon Wide | ALL DaY

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY
Heroes Park,Sir Sydney Walling Highway | 10000 AR

IMDEPEMDENCE STREET FAIR & DANDAN SHOW
Redchifle Streel (behwean Com Alley & Market Street)
12:00 PM - 500 PM

NATIONAL HEROES DAY

MNATIONAL SCHOOQLS' PANORAMA,
Antigua Port Authority Parking Lot | 4200 PM
TICKETS: CHILDREM $10 | ADULTS 520

INDEPENDENCE CHURCH SERVICE
Spring Gandend Moraviian Church | 4:00 P

GOLDEN AGE CELEBRATIONS
Warlous Communitias throughout
Antigua and Barbuda | ALL DAY

MNATIONAL FLAG DAY

Nafion Wide | ALL DY

FESTIVAL OF CHOIRS

5t Anthony's Secondary School Auditoriom | 8:00 PM

SCHOOLS' INDEPENDENCE PROGRAMMES
All S5chools | B:00 Ak

EVENING OF THE ARTS
Multipurpase Cultural Centre | 8:00 FM

INDEPENDEMCE FLAG CEREMONY - BARBUDA
Barbuda | B:00 AM

INDEPENDENCE FOOD FAIR
Sir Wivian Richards Crickat Stadium | 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM

INDEPENDENCE CEREMONIAL PARADE
Sir Wivian Richards Cricket Stadium | 5:30 PM
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The Antigua and Barbuda Repara-

ABRSC stage

provided good food, entertainment,

SUCCessS
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evening of entertainment

tion Support Commission successfully
staged an African-themed dinner and
evening of entertainment on Saturday
night as it sought to provide a social
setting for Africans living in the coun-
try with nationals where they could
‘break bread’ together.

The event was held at the Atlan-
tic View restaurant of the Antigua
and Barbuda Hospitality Institute and
it was well supported by an audience
highly appreciative of an occasion that

including a fashion show by Miranda
Askie Designs in an atmosphere of fun
and relaxation.

“The ABRSC is extremely grateful
to the many persons who came out in
support of its Gala Dinner in recogni-
tion of Africa-Caricom Day 2024. It
was a night of flavor, flare and enjoy-
ment. The large turn out by citizens of
several African countries who are resi-
dent in Antigua and Barbuda, made the
evening a true celebration of the strong
links between Africa and the Caribbe-
an. The ABRSC will endeavor to make

cont’d on pg 11
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cont’d from pg 10
this event an annual celebra-
tion of our African ancestry
and heritage,” ABRSC sec-
retary Ambassador Anthony
‘Mamba’ Liverpool stated.

Music was provided
by Antigua Dance Theatre
Drummers and Harmonites
Steel Orchestra.

During the evening a
number of door prizes were
drawn, but the night be-

longed to the best-dressed
male and female award win-
ners. The best dress male
was Samuel Angmor and
the best dressed female was
Barbara Hesse-Merchant.

Patrons expressed their
delight with the enter eve-
ning and there have been
several requests made to the
ABRSC to hold a similar
event in the not too distant
future.

PAGE 11
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Over 600 job-sers attend
ABHTA’s Hospitality Job Fair

The Antigua & Barbuda Hotels
and Tourism Association (ABHTA)
says more than 600 job seekers at-
tended its Hospitality Job Fair, held
on World Tourism Day 2024 (Septem-
ber 27), celebrated under the theme of
fostering peace and prosperity through
tourism.

In a statement, the ABHTA said the
event provided a significant platform
for the job seekers to connect with 28
leading employers in the hospitality
industry.

“World Tourism Day underscores
the critical role that tourism plays in
global economic development, serv-
ing as a cornerstone for peace through
employment creation. For Antigua and
Barbuda, where tourism is the main
economic driver, the ABHTA remains

committed to providing opportunities
for job seekers to enter the hospitali-
ty sector. The job fair, which ran from
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, created an ener-

getic environment of hope and growth
for both employers and participants,”
the statement noted.

Craig Marshall, Chairman of the
ABHTA, shared his excitement over
the impressive turnout and the profes-
sionalism displayed by young job seek-
ers. “I was particularly pleased to see
a large number of young people, some
as young as 19, who came well-pre-
pared, eager to engage in meaningful
conversations about their future in the
hospitality industry. It’s heartening
to witness their enthusiasm, and we
are proud to provide this platform for
them to start their careers,” he stated.

cont’d on pg 13
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Belmont woman charged with fraud

Police have arrested
and charged 21-year-old
Keithesha Edwards of Bel-
mont for fraud.

She is accused of fraud-
ulently converting the sum
of $4,800 entrusted to her
for box money to her own
use. The offence reported-
ly occurred between No-
vember 1, 2023 and June
9, 2024 at St Mary’s Street.
She is expected in court
sometime this week.

Last Friday, the police
announced that they had
taken into custody two
women following reports
that they had separately de-
frauded several individuals
for whom they held ‘box

money’ and failed to pay
when the time for payments
was due.

The fate of the second
person, a woman from Pot-
ters, is not immediately

known as the police con-
tinue their investigations in
the two incidents.
Meanwhile, the police
are advising members of the
public to ensure they carry

out their due diligence and
background checks on per-
sons who are holders “Box
Hands”, before getting in-
volved in these types of fi-
nancial transactions.

Four charged with possession of
illegal firearms, drugs, ammunition

Police arrested and jointly charged
41-yr-old Jowato Gino Athill of Clark’s
Hill and 33-yr-old Adiva Collins of Clare
Hall with unlawful possession of eleven
.32mm rounds of ammunition, possession
of five 9mm rounds ammunition, and pos-
session of one hundred and two .22mm
rounds of ammunition.

Meanwhile, 28-yr-old Jeson Cedeno of
Liberta and 24-yr-old Kamiyah Daniel of
Villa for were jointly charged with unlaw-

ful possession of one Glock 9mm Pistol,
possession of four 9mm rounds of ammu-
nition, possession of 183 grams of Canna-
bis, and possession with intent to sell. Both
men were further charged with possession
of 83 grams of cannabis, and possession
with intent to sell.

The police executed search warrants
on their properties last Friday and seized
the illegal items. They are due in court
Monday.

cont’d from pg 12

Campus were present to engage in dis-

“Employers were equally im-

In addition to exploring job oppor-
tunities, job seekers had the chance to
discuss educational paths in hospital-
ity. Representatives from the Antigua
and Barbuda Hospitality Training In-
stitute (ABHTI) and the University of

cussions about educational programs
and training opportunities. These in-
teractions offered participants insight
into how furthering their education
could complement their career aspira-
tions and enhance their potential in the
industry.

pressed by the level of preparedness
and the positive energy brought to the
fair by attendees. Many highlighted
how this generation of job seekers is
poised to make a meaningful impact
on the industry. The ABHTA is grate-
ful to its members, financial and ed-

the West Indies (UWI) Five Islands

ucational institutions for supporting
this initiative and looks forward to
working with its members to embrace
young talent and harness their skills
and creativity to drive the future of
Antigua and Barbuda’s tourism indus-
try,” according to the ABHTI.

The statement noted that with tour-
ism serving as the engine of Antigua
and Barbuda’s economy, events like
this showcase the potential for young
people to contribute to peace and
prosperity by engaging in meaning-
ful work. The ABHTA says it remains
committed to supporting the next gen-
eration of hospitality professionals
and creating a robust workforce that
will propel the industry forward.
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Statement by The Honourable Gaston
Browne, Prime Minister, Minister of Finance,
Corporate Governance and Public Private
Partnerships of Antigua and Barbuda at the
General Debate of the 79t Session of The

Mr. President

Secretary-General

Distinguished Delegates

Today, we all stand at the edge of a
precipice.

Never before has humanity been
confronted with such stark choices: to
end wars or condemn humanity to end-
less suffering; to eliminate poverty or
watch millions starve; to act on climate
change or doom future generations to a
scorched planet.

The choices we make today - here
in this Assembly and in every institu-
tion of governance - will shape the sur-
vival of entire nations and the future of
our world.

For small states like Antigua and
Barbuda, these are not distant realities.
They are existential threats.

Our islands are on the frontlines of
a climate catastrophe we did not cause;
a debt crisis we did not create, and con-
flicts in which we have no part.

And yet, we suffer the heaviest toll.
The world is at a pivotal point, and in-
action is no longer an option for any of
us.

Small Island Developing States
(SIDS) are the first to suffer, but we will
not be the last. All will be consumed, if
we continue to dither and delay.

SIDS have learned to fight for our
survival against the rising seas and vio-
lent storms.

But today, we must also fight for
something greater: the survival of jus-
tice, of equity, peace and human dignity
itself.

The time for games and lofty rheto-

Prime Minister Gaston Browne

ric has passed. We demand committed,
concrete action and we demand it now!
We do so not only for ourselves, but for
all of humanity.

The Fourth United Nations Confer-
ence on Small Island Developing States
(SIDS4), is the pinnacle of monumen-
tal achievement, a milestone that marks
not only our collective progress as
SIDS, but also our unrelenting resolve.
SIDS4 gave birth to the Antigua and
Barbuda Agenda for SIDS, the (ABAS)
- a renewed declaration for resilient
prosperity.

This Agenda is not just a roadmap
for the future; it is a lifeline for now.

For SIDS, the ABAS represents the
difference between thriving and perish-
ing; it’s our road map to a prosperous
future.

At its core is the SIDS Centre of
Excellence, built by SIDS, for SIDS.
This center is intended to be more than
just an institution; it is an instrument for

United Nations General Assembly

meaningful change; a center for ground
breaking technologies, revolutionary
processes and pioneering solutions.

With its Global Data Hub, Inno-
vation and Technology Mechanism,
Island Investment Forum and Debt
Sustainability Support Service (DSSS);
the Centre of Excellence can transform
how we adapt to our vulnerabilities,
and set a path for resilient prosperity.

However, this vision cannot suc-
ceed in isolation. We need the coopera-
tion and support of the global commu-
nity to ensure its success.

Without global cooperation, our
hope of a secure future within our own
countries will crumble under the weight
of inaction.

That is why, today, I call for the un-
wavering commitment of the interna-
tional community to the Centre’s suc-
cess. Our survival depends on it.

Mr. President,

cont’d on pg 15
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Climate change is not an
abstract, or academic threat.
For my people, and the peo-
ple of SIDS, it is a persistent
and destructive reality.

Intense hurricanes are
now an annual terror. Coast-
al erosion is wiping away our
productive areas for tourism
and agriculture.

The climate crisis is not
on the horizon. It is here,
now, burning through our
ecosystems, flooding our
villages, and leaving us with
fewer tomorrows.

And yet, we find our-
selves at an absurd situation:
continuing to subsidize the
very industries that are ac-
celerating our destruction.

Fossil fuel companies
have become the architects
of our demise, while gener-
ating ostentatious profits for
their owners.

We must fight to end this
madness, in protection of our
planet and in the interest of
humanity.

We need a Fossil Fuel
Non-Proliferation Treaty, to
halt the reckless destruction
of our environment, to end
fossil fuel subsidies and to
chart a course toward a sus-
tainable future, with a nego-
tiated and graduated transi-
tion.

Let COP29 be the mo-
ment we draw a line in the
sand. Let it be known — we
can no longer afford the lux-
ury of delay.

While we recognize that
fossil fuels still play a role in
the energy security of many
countries, and we do not
expect their production to
cease overnight; we should

not support companies ex-
tracting oil and gas to con-
tinue generating extravagant
profits at the expense of our
planet. It is only fair and just
that these companies pay
a global levy to fund miti-
gation efforts and compen-
sation for the damage they
continue to inflict.

This is not a punishment.
It’s climate justice. It is a
moral and legal responsibili-
ty in which the polluter pays.
And the time for action is
now.

While we face the cli-
mate emergency, we are also
drowning in a sea of plastic
pollution, that is choking our
oceans and devastating our
biodiversity.

It is no longer a question
of if we act, but how swiftly
we can mobilize against this
threat.

Our nations must com-
mit to a binding treaty, as re-
quired by UNEA Resolution
5.14, to put an end to plastic
pollution and safeguard our
world’s most fragile ecosys-
tems.

Let us not allow this
tightening suffocation of our
planet to continue.

Distinguished Delegates,

Antigua and Barbuda, in
concert with other Small Is-
land Developing States, has
played a leading role in the
pursuit of climate justice.

At COP26 in 2021, to-
gether with Tuvalu, we es-
tablished the Commission
of Small Island States on
Climate Change and Interna-
tional Law.

Today, an expanded
membership from the Carib-
bean and the Pacific, stands
united in our demand for ac-
countability.

In 2022, the Commission
sought the first-ever adviso-
ry opinion from the Interna-
tional Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea, on the obligations
of states to mitigate green-
house gas emissions.

In May of this year, the
Tribunal rendered a historic
opinion, affirming that major
polluters are under a legally
binding obligation to protect
the oceans - and by exten-
sion, Small Island States -
from catastrophic harm.

This precedent sets the
stage for the advisory pro-
ceedings now before the In-
ternational Court of Justice,
initiated under the leader-
ship of Vanuatu, with the

co-sponsorship of Antigua
and Barbuda and other SIDS.

It is remarkable that the
smallest nations, are those
driving this global response
to the greatest threat to hu-
man survival. Yet, despite
our efforts, the COP process
continues to fail us.

Instead of limiting global
warming to 1.5°C - an essen-
tial threshold for survival -
the world is hurtling towards
a disastrous 2.8°C rise.

This is nothing less than
a death sentence for Small
Island States, but it is also a
harbinger of grief for the rest
of our planet.

We must demand that
major polluters not only re-
spect their obligations under
international law, but also
compensate us, for the loss
and damages we have suf-
fered.

Those who preach about
a rule-based international or-
der must now lead by exam-
ple.

Rules must apply equally
to all, including the mighty;
not just to the poor and pow-
erless.

At COP29, we expect
no further delay in the cap-
italization and operation-
alization of the Loss and
Damage Fund, for which we
have struggled so long and
so hard. Equity and fairness
demand it.

Mr. President,

The fight for survival is
not just about climate - it is
also about financial justice,
reparatory justice, other in-
justices and equity.

The international finan-
cial system is skewed, out-

cont’d on pg 16
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dated, and unjust - punishing
the most vulnerable while
rewarding the already rich
and prosperous with favor-
able terms for their financial
instruments.

For too long, small states
like mine have been shack-
led by debt we did not cause;
debt that arose from recov-
ery spending on recurring
disasters that are beyond our
control.

We cannot achieve cli-
mate justice without address-
ing the structural inequities
in the International Financial
Architecture.

It is time to lift the bur-
dens that keep us bound to
the past and unable to invest
in our future.

The SIDS Debt Sustain-
ability Support Service is a
critical mechanism that can
provide tailored solutions,
utilizing debt for climate
swaps, debt relief, repurpos-
ing of SDRs and carbon pric-
ing funding to help us escape
the cycle of unsustainable
debt.

This is not charity - it is
the justice of financial inclu-
sion.

And in the end, by rem-
edying past injustices, it will
establish a world, that is
fairer, more just and more at
peace with itself.

Excellencies,

The adoption of the Mul-
tidimensional Vulnerability
Index (MVI), which Anti-
gua and Barbuda was hon-
oured to help advance in this
organization, offers a path
towards correcting the im-
balance of unjust treatment
accorded to small and vul-

nerable nations.

It is a vital tool, designed
to acknowledge the com-
plexities we face - not just
in terms of limited economic
capacity and other structur-
al vulnerabilities and a lack
of resilience, but also in our
exposure to myriad external
shocks.

International  Financial
Institutions must act on this,
integrating the MVI into
their policies to ensure that
support is targeted where it
is needed most.

The work has been done;
the case has been made; the
arguments are irrefutable.

There can be no just
and sustaining reform of the
World Bank, other IFI’s and
multilateral banks without
their effective implementa-
tion and use of the MVL.

There can be no legit-
imate excuse for failing to
utilize the MVI. As I said
before, the arguments for its
use are irrefutable and just.

Mr. President,

These initiatives, which
SIDS have taken, are a small
component of the wider and
more fundamental necessity
for reform of the Internation-
al Financial Architecture, to
provide greater funding ac-

cessibility and better terms
to include lower interest
rates and longer maturity
transformations.

They are part of the wid-
er need for change, to effec-
tively address the historic
imbalances against SIDS, in-
cluding financial exclusion.

The international fi-
nancial institutions, and the
nations that sit on their con-
trolling boards, must devel-
op bespoke funding instru-
ments that meet the needs of
small vulnerable states and
other developing countries,

taking into consideration
their vulnerabilities and lack
of resilience.

Mr. President,

We must also recognize
that the principles of jus-
tice and equity we champi-
on here, apply equally to all
nations and are conditions
precedent for a peaceful
world.

In this spirit, Antigua
and Barbuda calls for the end
of the designation of Cuba
as a state sponsor of terror-
ism and for the lifting of the
long- standing, senseless
embargo that has restricted
its economic development.

The time has come to
cast off the chains of this

outdated measure, which no
longer serves the interests of
our modern, interconnected
world.

Let us work together to-
ward a future built on mutu-
al respect and cooperation,
where Cuba, like all nations,
can fully participate in the
global community.

This is not a matter of
politics; it is a matter of fair-
ness and human dignity.

The delegitimization of
governments based on ideo-
logical differences, utilizing
mis-information and disin-
formation including atrocity
propaganda, serves no useful
purpose, but creates unnec-
essary tensions and conflicts.

Let’s embrace and re-
spect our differences, stand-
ing in solidarity with each
other in defense of global
peace and prosperity.

Excellencies,

I wish now to address
the grave issue of small arms
and light weapons (SALW)
that are routinely exported
from wealthy nations to our
shores, creating havoc and
instability.

I call on the United
States and other small arms
and light weapons producing
countries, to put systems in
place to curb the exportation
of these lethal weapons to
our shores. They are causing
immense harm.

This issue is now emerg-
ing as a public health epi-
demic among SIDS, to the
extent, that I hereby make
the call for a High-Level
Meeting at the 80th UNGA,
to debate the threats of these

weapons to peace and secu-
cont’d on pg 17
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By Derrick Nicholas

It is rather disturbing
to encounter students, es-
pecially at the secondary
school level who are still
struggling with foundation-
al concepts in mathematics.
What is even more disturb-
ing is that some of these
concepts should have been
mastered well before sec-
ondary school.

It is therefore not diffi-
cult to understand why An-
tigua and Barbuda continue
to underperform in Math at
the Caribbean Secondary
Examinations  Certificate
level. The vast majority
of students — in particular
those in the public schools —
are either under prepared or
ill-equipped to write these
exams.

How else would you
describe the situation when
concepts such as arithme-
tic and problem solving are
lacking or not yet mastered?
On what basis is a student
‘promoted’ to secondary
school and not being able to
solve basic arithmetic prob-

lems? Or not yet versed on
their multiplication tables?

There is an urgent need
for a complete overhaul of
how math is taught, if we
are to expect better out-
comes in the future. Firstly,
there needs to be a recogni-
tion that there is a crisis in
mathematics.

Secondly, the Ministry
of Education needs to im-
plement measures aimed
at strengthening how math
is taught at the early stag-
es of a student’s academic
journey. This has to be but-
tressed with continuous as-
sessment, with the requisite
intervention at the time.

The goal must be to en-
sure that students are ready
for the challenges of sec-
ondary school, and math-
ematically literate. At the
same time, there needs to be
an overhaul of the second-
ary schools’ program with
ongoing assessment and
appropriate  interventions.
These interventions should
also include the integration
of available technology in
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the classroom.

Another key aspect of
this overhaul is the mean-
ingful engagement of par-
ents. It is parents who have
to provide assistance with
math homework. We have
to recognize that some par-
ents are themselves unable
to provide the kind of sup-
port that is necessary for
their child. Additionally, es-
tablishing community learn-
ing hubs with access to re-
sources and tutoring would
help students who lack sup-
port at home.

Additionally, math
teacher development has to
be prioritized and seen as
part of this overhaul in the
delivery of mathematics in-
struction. The Ministry of

Education should therefore
devise ways to provide in-
centives for math teachers,
such as scholarships for ad-
vanced degrees or recogni-
tion for excellence. These
could go a long way to help
in retaining and motivating
those dedicated to improv-
ing math outcomes in Anti-
gua and Barbuda.

Of course, this recom-
mendation would be incom-
plete if it did not seek to
hold teachers and schools
accountable for their perfor-
mance. Finally, the Minis-
try of Education may want
to consider hiring some
(private) Math tutors on a
temporary basis while they
seek to implement all of the
above recommendations.

cont’d from pg 16
rity and to devise solutions.

Antigua and Barbuda cannot re-
main silent as innocent lives are de-
stroyed and generations are condemned
to fear and hatred.

The events unfolding in the Middle
East, particularly the conflict between
Isracl, Hamas, and Hezbollah, are
deeply troubling.

The violence is destabilizing the
entire region and reverberating across
the world. Every missile fired, every
life lost, deepens wounds already too

many to bear. The violations of interna-
tional humanitarian law are alarming.

We call on all parties to end the
suffering, by sitting down at a table of
peace, where sincere negotiations can
lead to a lasting solution.

We believe that the only sustainable
resolution is the creation of two sover-
eign states, with borders respected and
rights upheld.

It is time for the people of this re-
gion - and all conflict zones, to end
these conflicts and to give peace a
chance.

From Gaza to Sudan, Ukraine to
Yemen, the scars of conflict run deep,
leaving devastation in their wake. The
anguish of families torn apart by war
reverberates across the globe, and it is
our collective humanity that bleeds.

Conflict kills the victims of bullets
and bombs, but it also diminishes all
mankind.

On September 17th, inspired by the
Secretary-General’s impassioned call
for peace, I wrote to him proposing an
initiative that transcends borders, lan-

cont’d on pg 18
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CARICOM reaffirms support for Albert
Ramdin to post of OAS Sec General

CMC - The Caribbean Communi-
ty (CARICOM) has reaffirmed its un-
wavering support for the candidature
of Albert Ramdin, the Minister of For-
eign Affairs, International Business
and International Cooperation of the
Republic of Suriname, for the post of
Secretary-General of the Organisation
of American States (OAS) for the pe-
riod 2025-2030, at elections to be held
in March 2025.

During a sitting of the Twentieth
Special Meeting of the Council for
Foreign and Community Relations
(COFCOR), the regional body said it
recognises the Organisation of Amer-
ican States as a vital institution for
promoting peace, security, democracy,
development, and human rights in the
Americas.

“The Organisation has played a
crucial role in advancing regional co-
operation, addressing common chal-
lenges, and fostering a shared vision
for the Western Hemisphere,” the
Guyana-based secretariat said in a

press release.

The body said Ramdin’s distin-
guished regional and international
leadership roles, “coupled with his
diplomatic acumen, demonstrated
competence, and unwavering dedica-
tion to the OAS, where he served two
terms as Assistant Secretary-General,
renders him the ideal choice to guide

the Organization towards a future
characterised by strengthened collab-
oration and enhanced dialogue among
Member States.”

“We are confident that his firm
commitment to the principles and pur-
poses of the OAS Charter and to work-
ing collectively, will build a more unit-
ed and prosperous Hemisphere.”

cont’d from pg 17
guage, and conflict.

With that letter, I trans-
mitted a Concept Note,
setting out a proposal for
holding International Music
Concerts for Peace, across
every region of the world.

This initiative is intend-
ed not only to raise our glob-
al voices in a unified chorus
against the horrors of war
and other conflicts, but also
to raise critical funds to sup-
port displaced persons and
those who continue to suffer.

Music is a universal lan-
guage. It speaks to the soul
in ways that words cannot.

In moments when words
fall short, music carries our
collective cries for peace and
justice. This would be more
than a performance.

It would be a global ap-
peal, a powerful demonstra-
tion that peace is not just an
ideal - it is an absolute neces-
sity; a survival imperative for
this and future generations.

I call on all nations large
and small, to support the
concept of International Mu-
sic Concerts for Peace.

Mr. President,

The world is crumbling
under the weight of crises -
poverty, wars, pandemic and

the climate devastation. We
are at a defining moment,
and the choices we make
now will determine the fate
of every nation, large and
small.

We can end these grave
challenges, but it requires
more than words. It demands
decisive, concrete, unified
action.

Antigua and Barbuda,
like all small states, does not
stand on the sidelines.

We stand on the princi-
ples of peace and love for our
common humanity and in the
path of struggle against these
global predicaments we did

not create.

Yet we fight not just for
ourselves, but for a world
where justice reigns, where
peace endures, and where
future generations inherit not
a planet in peril; but one that
prospers.

The world must act now,
for the choices we make to-
day will resonate through
history.

Let us choose peace. Let
us choose justice.

And let us choose the
survival of our one human
race, in our one homeland -
the planet Earth.

Thank you.
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CARICOM Chair addresses UN
on resilience and cooperation

Grenada’s Prime Min-
ister Dickon Mitchell’s ad-
dress to the 79th Session of
the United Nations General
Assembly, positioned small
island nations as leaders in
climate resilience and call-
ing for stronger internation-
al partnerships to combat
global challenges.

Speaking as both the
leader of Grenada and the
Chair of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM),
Mitchell emphasized the
urgent need for action on
climate change, a crisis that
small island nations like
Grenada are experiencing
firsthand. “We in the Carib-
bean have for those who are
looking to adapt to climate
change is simple: Learn
from us,” Mitchell urged,
inviting the international
community to partner with
Caribbean nations and learn
from their experiences on
the front lines of climate
change.

The Prime Minister
highlighted innovative ap-
proaches to disaster pre-
paredness and recovery that
Grenada and other Caribbe-
an nations have developed,
including financial tools
like the Caribbean Catastro-
phe Risk Insurance Facility.
These initiatives, born out
of necessity, offer valuable
lessons for global climate
adaptation efforts.

Mitchell’s speech was
deeply rooted in the con-
cept of resilience, which he

Grenada’s Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell delivers his address to the 79th Session of the United
Nations General Assembly. (Photo: Office of the Prime Minister)

described as “not merely a
buzzword — it is the defini-
tion of daily life” for the 16
million people in the Carib-
bean Community. Drawing
from his personal journey
from a small village in Gre-
nada to the UN podium,
Mitchell illustrated how re-
silience has shaped not only
his path but that of the entire
region.

Education emerged as a
key theme in Mitchell’s vi-
sion for building resilience.
He emphasized Grenada’s
commitment to providing
free education up to age
18 and stressed the impor-
tance of digital education
in preparing youth for the
global economy. “Digital
education — and digitisa-
tion more broadly — is a

priority for our government
because we know that if we
want to build future resil-
ience in the next generation
of young people, we need to
prepare them with the rele-
vant training now,” Mitchell
explained.

The Prime Minister also
addressed pressing region-
al issues, calling for the
removal of Cuba from the
US list of State Sponsors
of Terrorism and an end to
the decades-long economic
blockade. Regarding Haiti,
Mitchell stressed the need
for international support to
address the country’s acute
food insecurity and security
challenges.

In a powerful call to ac-
tion, Mitchell urged devel-
oped nations to fulfill their

promise of $100 billion in
climate adaptation and mit-
igation support. He empha-
sized that this partnership
requires concrete financial
backing to help rebuild with
greater resilience. “We are
asking for more than just fi-
nancial aid. We are looking
for partnerships where we
can work together on cli-
mate adaptation,” Mitchell
stated.

The Grenadian leader
concluded his address with
a vision of resilience that
goes beyond mere survival.
“Resilience is not just about
surviving a storm—it is
about ensuring that, togeth-
er, we emerge from it stron-
ger, more united, and more
understanding of each other
than ever,” he said.
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Thirty killed in one county after
hurricane swamps North Carolina

At least 30 people have
died and scores more are
unaccounted for in just one
county in North Carolina,
after Hurricane Helene tore
across the state and caused
catastrophic flooding.

A clearer image of the
damage the storm inflict-
ed after barrelling through
Florida  and Georgia
emerged throughout Sun-
day, with Buncombe Coun-
ty appearing to be the hard-
est hit area.

“We have biblical dev-
astation,” said Ryan Cole,
an emergency official in the
county, which contains the
mountain city of Asheville.
“This is the most significant
natural disaster that any one
of'us has ever seen.”

At least 105 people
have died nationwide since
the hurricane made landfall
in Florida on Thursday, ac-
cording to the BBC’s US
partner CBS, and that fig-
ure is expected to rise as of-
ficials reach more areas.

Helene began as a hurri-
cane - the most powerful on
record to hit Florida’s Big
Bend, and moved north into
Georgia, the Carolinas and
Tennessee. The majority of
deaths have been confirmed
in North and South Caroli-
na where Helene landed as
a tropical storm.

On Sunday evening,
officials in North Carolina
said 30 people had died in
Buncombe County alone.
Crews across the state are
battling power and mobile

. A

Hundreds of roads remain closed across North Carolina, with

some open only to the emergency services.

service outages, downed
trees and hundreds of closed
roads.

Some residents returned
to find their homes entire-
ly destroyed on Sunday.
And with some 1,000 peo-
ple still unaccounted for in
Buncombe County, rela-
tives are working to locate
family members with limit-
ed mobile service.

“This storm has brought
catastrophic devastation...
of historic proportions,”
North Carolina Governor
Roy Cooper said.

The American Red
Cross has opened more
than 140 shelters for those
in south-eastern states who
evacuated their homes.
More than 2,000 people are
currently using the shelters,
the organisation said on
Sunday.

Erin Quevedo, the own-
er of a flooded salon in
Buncombe County, spoke
to The Asheville Citizen
Times while ankle-deep in
mud.

“The salon was com-
pletely destroyed. It looks

like the water came up to
about five feet inside,” she
said. “Right now, all we’re
doing is we’re trying to sal-
vage what we can.”

Rescue operations are
ongoing in North Caroli-
na and supplies, including
food and water, are being
delivered by air to affected
areas that cannot be reached
due to closed roads.

“People are desperate
for help and we are pushing
to get it to them - [it is] a
massive effort,” Governor
Cooper said.

The North Carolina Na-
tional Guard has rescued
more than 119 people - in-
cluding one infant, accord-
ing to Major General Todd
Hunt. He said the largest
rescue was of 41 people
north of Asheville.

Many petrol stations are
closed throughout North
Carolina with long queues
of cars at those that are still
open. Meanwhile, the few
open supermarkets have
been crowded by customers
attempting to buy bottled
water.

The damage from the
storm is estimated at be-
tween $95bn and $110bn
(£71bn-£82bn) nationwide.
The scale of the destruction
will become clearer in the
coming days.

The search for survi-
vors is ongoing and federal
emergencies have been de-
clared in six states, includ-
ing Florida and Georgia.

“The devastation we’re
witnessing in  Hurricane
Helene’s wake has been
overwhelming,” President
Joe Biden said on Saturday.

He was briefed by
Deanne Criswell, head
of the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency
(FEMA), who he direct-
ed to speed up support to
storm survivors, including
deployment of extra teams
to North Carolina.

Although Helene has
weakened significantly,
forecasters warn that high
winds, flooding and the
threat of tornadoes could
continue.

There could be as many
as 25 named storms in
2024, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration warned earlier this
year.

Between eight and 13 of
those storms could develop
into hurricanes and a hand-
ful already have including
Helene. More storms could
be on the horizon, officials
warned, as the official end
of hurricane season is not
until 30 November.
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People ‘jump from roof to roof’
as floods kill 148 in Nepal

Major floods and landslides in Ne-
pal have killed at least 148 people and
injured more than 100 across the Hi-
malayan nation, police have reported.

They say more than 50 people were
still missing on Sunday, after two days
of intense rainfall which inundated the
valley around the capital, Kathmandu.
About 3,600 people have been rescued
so far.

Residents say they “jumped from
one roof to another” to escape rising
waters, which have flooded thousands
of homes. Meanwhile, crews continue
to carry out rescues on helicopters and
inflatable rafts.

Despite rain being forecast to con-
tinue through to Tuesday, there were
signs of some easing on Sunday.

Some residents were able to return
to their mud-caked homes, while oth-
ers are still cut off with major roads be-
tween towns and villages still blocked.

But flash floods and landslides
have caused a growing number of
deaths.

At least 35 bodies have been re-
covered from vehicles buried under
landslide in Prithvi Highway, near
Kathmandu, police officials say.

Most major motorways connecting
Kathmandu with the rest of the coun-
try remain blocked in multiple places
by landslides.

Five people, including a pregnant
woman and a four-year-old girl, died
when a house collapsed under a land-
slide in the city Bhaktapur, to the east
of Kathmandu, state media reported
on Saturday.

Two bodies were removed from a
bus buried by a landslide in Dhading,
west of Kathmandu. Twelve people,
including the driver, were said to be
onboard.

Six football players were also
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Police rescue stranded people usmg a zipline in Lalitpur, Nepal

killed by a landslide at a training cen-
tre operated by the All Nepal Football
Association in Makwanpur, to the
south-west of the capital.

Others have been swept up in the
floodwaters. In one dramatic scene,
four people were washed away by the
Nakkhu River in the southern Kath-
mandu valley.

“For hours, they kept on pleading
for help,” Jitendra Bhandari, an eye-
witness, told the BBC. “We could do
nothing.”

Hari Om Malla lost his truck after
it was submerged by water in Kath-
mandu.

He told the BBC that water had
“gushed” into the cabin as the rain in-
tensified on Friday night.

“We jumped out, swam, and got
away from it - but my purse, bag and
mobile have been swept away by the
river. I have nothing now. We stayed
the whole night in the cold.”

Another person, Bishnu Maya
Shretha, said the scale of flooding was
more extreme this season.

“We had run away the last time,
but nothing happened. But this time
all the houses were flooded.

“As the water levels rose, we had
to cut the roof and get out. We jumped
from one roof to another and finally
reached a concrete house.”

Government spokesman Prithvi
Subba Gurung told the state-run Nepal
Television Corporation the flooding
had also broken waterpipes, and af-
fected telephone and power lines.

According to state media, 10,000
police officers, as well as volunteers
and members of the army, have been
mobilised as part of search and rescue
efforts.

The Nepalese government urged
people to avoid unnecessary trav-
el, and banned driving at night in the
Kathmandu valley.

Air travel was also affected on Fri-
day and Saturday, with many domestic
flights delayed or cancelled.

Monsoon season brings floods and
landslides every year in Nepal.

Scientists say, though, that rainfall
events are becoming more intense due
to climate change.

A warmer atmosphere can hold
more moisture, while warmer ocean
waters can energise storm systems,
making them more erratic.
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Sandals extend unbeaten run
in Business Basketball League

Sandals have ended the
unbeaten run of H. Wright
Promotions in the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Basket-
ball Association’s (ABBA)
Cool and Smooth Business
Basketball League.

Sandals maintained
their perfect record by re-
cording their sixth win with
a 67-61 victory against
H. Wright Promotions in
a top-of-the-table clash
during a triple header at
the JSC Sports Complex on
Saturday.

T-Shawn Lewis had 18

points and seven rebounds,
Kim Casey sank 13 points,
and Selassie Brathwaite
scored 12 points for San-
dals.

Jevonte Valerie had 20
points and nine rebounds,
and Humroy Wright got 18
points and five rebounds
for H. Wright Promotions,
who suffered their first loss
after winning all previous
five games.

The Board of Education
and Richie’s Shooters won
the other two games on Sat-
urday. The Board of Educa-

tion secured their third win
in four outings after snatch-
ing a 68-65 victory against
Eye Mobile Vision Care.

Xavier Meade pro-
duced 22 points and sev-
en rebounds, and David
Hernandez had 18 points
and seven rebounds for the
Board of Education.

Tehran Zachariah sank
16 points, and Dominick
Anthony converted 10
points for Eye Mobile Vi-
sion Care, which suffered
their fourth loss in five
matches.
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Richie’s Shooterz
claimed their second win
in three games with a com-
manding 84-63  victory
against defending champi-
ons Antigua and Barbuda
Transport Board.

Cohen Desouza pro-
duced 22 points, 12 re-
bounds, four assists, and
four blocks; Sean Nicho-
las scored 13 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds; Ta-
varus Benta had 13 points
and nine assists; Kwame
Brathwaite contributed
10 points, nine rebounds,
and seven steals; and Ari-
el Quallis chipped in with
10 points, seven assists,
and five steals for Richie’s
Shooterz.

Marlon “Buju” Charles
produced 18 points, nine
rebounds, five assists, and
five steals; Devorn Benja-
min converted 14 points,
and Ishaan Peets scored
13 points for the Transport
Board, which lost for the
third time in five encoun-
ters.

The business basketball
league will continue with
a triple header at the JSC
Sports Complex on Mon-
day (today).

Lava Smoke Shop will
take on Richie’s Shooterz
at 6:30 pm, Christos Su-
permarket United will face
Sledge O’Ballers at 7:30
pm, and the Antigua and the
Barbuda Transport Board
will meet the Antigua Pow-
er Company at 8:30 pm.
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The Antigua and Barbuda senior national women'’s netball team at the 2024 ECCB International Netball Series at the Beausejour Indoor
Facility in Gros Islet, St. Lucia.

Antiguans claim third win at
International Netball Series

Antigua and Barbuda’s senior fe-
male team recorded their third win
in six matches at the Fourth Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) In-
ternational Netball Series in St. Lu-
cia on Saturday.

Antigua and Barbuda trounced
Montserrat 63-17 at the Beausejour
Indoor Facility in Gros Islet.

Goal shooter Reyana Regis sank
43 of her 55 attempts, goal attack
Amey Lake converted 14 of her 18
shots, and goal shooter Kizzy Hughes
scored six of her nine attempts for
Antigua and Barbuda.

Goal shooter Juana Osborne sank
14 of her 23 shots for Montserrat,
which suffered their sixth loss in as
many games.

Antigua and Barbuda had suf-
fered their third loss in their previ-

ous encounter, a 31-56 defeat against
guess-team, the Cayman Islands.
Goal shooter Kay Copeland con-
verted 26 of her 34 shots, goal attack
Meleshia Josephs sank 22 of her 27
attempts, and goal attack Rose Wil-
son scored eight of her 10 shots for
the Cayman Islands, which notched
up their fourth win in six matches.
Amey Lake sank 15 of her 21 at-
tempts, goal attack Tashana Bloom-
field converted 10 of her 11 shots,
and Kizzy Hughes scored five of her
six shots for Antigua and Barbuda.
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
notched up two more wins to extend
their unbeaten run to six wins in as
many matches.
The Vincentians beat the Cay-
man Islands 56-41 and romped to
an emphatic 101-15 victory against

Montserrat.

Defending champions Grena-
da also secured two more victories
to boast a record of five wins in six
matches. The Grenadians prevailed
56-46 against hosts St. Lucia, which
lost for the second time in six out-
ings.

Grenada also claimed an emphat-
ic 95-11 victory against Anguilla.

The Commonwealth of Domi-
nica recorded their second win in
six matches with a convincing 77-
28 victory against Anguilla, which
suffered their sixth loss in as many
games.

St. Lucia claimed their fourth
win in six games with a 63-37 vic-
tory against the Commonwealth of
Dominica, which lost for the fourth
time in six matches.
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Warriors heat Kings to reclaim top spot in CPL

The top two sides in
this year’s Republic Bank
Caribbean Premier League
(CPL) clashed in Provi-
dence on Saturday, with
the reigning champions the
Guyana Amazon Warriors
clinching a 35 run victory
against their nearest rivals
at the top-of-the-table, the
St. Lucia Kings.

The Warriors captain
Imran Tahir won the toss
and elected to bat on home
turf in Guyana. The daytime
match wicket was thought
to be a tricky one for free
scoring, but the Warriors
put on a confident display,
breaching the 200 mark to
finish on 207 for seven from
their 20 overs.

Shai Hope, with 56 off
31 balls, including five six-
es and two fours, and Player
of the Match Shimron Het-
myer, who top-scored with
a 30-ball 58 that had nine
fours and a solitary maxi-
mum, led the way for the
Warriors.

David Wiese captured
three for 43, Noor Ahmen
took two for 26, and Anti-
guan pacer Alzarri Joseph
claimed two for 39.

Faf du Plessis, with an
unbeaten 92 off 59 balls
batted through the entire

» 2024

it e e gty o

Sh|mron Hetmyer left, and Shai Hope added 85 off 51 for the third W|cket for the Guyana Amazon
Warriors in their CPL match against the St. Lucia Kings in Providence, Guyana, on Saturday, Sep
28, 2024. (CPL T20/Getty Images)

inning, and at various stag-
es he looked to be suffer-
ing from cramps as the
Kings failed to chase down
the target to finish on 172
for seven off their 20 overs.

It was a true captain’s
knock from the South Af-
rican, who smashed sev-
en fours and four sixes in
over an hour and a half
at the crease. Sadly for
him, no other King’s bats-
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man could stick around long
enough to give a better fight.

Only Alzarri Joseph,
who hit 25 not out off 21
balls, allowed du Plessis to
have some solidity at the
other end, and he set about
hauling his side to a more
respectable total and mak-
ing sure that their net run
rate was not too badly dam-
aged.

Finishing on 172 and

batting out all of their overs
in the end, the 35-run loss
marked an achievement
of sorts for the Kings after
it earlier looked like they
would lose by a much larger
margin. Imran Tahir had two
for 20, Moeen Ali took two
for 21, and Gudakesh Motie
claimed two for 27. With the
win, the Warriors reclaimed
the top spot in the standings
on 14 points.

MATCH SCHEDULE

ELIMINATOR - 3, 4™

1:00 PM

GUYANA
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Pooran breaks Rizwan’s T20 record

Trinidadian wicketkeep-
er-batter Nicholas Pooran
has etched his name in T20
cricket history by surpass-
ing Pakistan’s Mohammad
Rizwan for the most runs
scored in a calendar year in
T20 cricket.

Pooran achieved this
milestone on Friday, Sep-
tember 27, during the 2024
Caribbean Premier League
(CPL), where he scored 27
off 15 balls for Trinbago
Knight Riders in a match
against Barbados Royals
at the Brian Lara Cricket
Academy in Trinidad.

Pooran, 28, has accu-
mulated 2,059 runs in T20
cricket in 2024, eclipsing
Rizwan’s previous record of
2,036 runs set in 2021.

While Rizwan reached
his total in 45 innings at
an average of 56.66 with
one century and 18 fifties,
Pooran has achieved his re-
cord-breaking tally with a
faster strike rate of 160.63

compared to Rizwan’s
132.03.
Pooran’s runs have

come from across the globe,
representing several fran-
chises such as Durban Su-
per Giants, Lucknow Super
Giants, MI Emirates, MI
New York, Northern Super-
chargers, Rangpur Riders,
Trinbago Knight Riders,

Nicholas Pooran

and the West Indies.

Despite  his  prolific
run-scoring, Pooran is yet
to notch a century in 2024,
though he has come close
with multiple scores in the
90s. He has, however, man-
aged to rack up 14 fifties,
underlining his consistency
and ability to score quickly
across formats.

His overall average for
the year stands above 42,
solidifying his place as one
of the most dangerous bats-
men in T20 cricket today.

Pooran’s  remarkable
feat comes as no surprise,
considering his explosive
form in recent months. In
the 2024 CPL alone, he has
already amassed 312 runs
from nine innings at an av-

erage of 39, with two fifties
and an impressive strike
rate of 175.28.

His aggressive style of
play and ability to take apart
bowling attacks has been
a standout feature, mak-
ing him a key player in all
his teams. This is the third
time Pooran has crossed
the 1,000-run mark in T20
cricket in a calendar year,
having previously achieved
the milestone in 2019 and
2023.

His consistency in the
shortest format of the game
has solidified his reputation
as one of the world’s top
T20 batsmen.

In comparison, Riz-
wan’s record-breaking year
in 2021 saw him playing for

cont’d from pg 26
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challenge for supremacy in the super se-

After winning the overall title at the
2022 event in St. Lucia, Antigua and Bar-
buda were unable to make a successful
defense of their crown last year, as they

were dethroned by St. Lucia, who cap-
tured the overall team title.

Host St. Kitts and Nevis captured the
runners-up position at the 2023 Eastern
Caribbean Golf Championship, which
was held at the Royal St. Kitts Golf
Course at Frigate Bay.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Mul-
tan Sultans, and Pakistan,
while Pooran’s 2024 ex-
ploits have spanned various
leagues and teams. The two
players’ contrasting styles
are evident, with Pooran’s
superior strike rate empha-
sizing his power-hitting
abilities.

Pooran currently leads
the T20 run charts for 2024
by a significant margin,
with South Africa’s Reeza
Hendricks in second place
with 1,555 runs from 47
innings, followed by Pa-
kistan’s Babar Azam with
1,480 runs from 35 innings,
and Australian opener Tra-
vis Head with 1,442 runs
from 39 innings.

Pooran’s record-break-
ing achievement was capped
off with Trinbago Knight
Riders securing a 30-run
victory over Barbados Roy-
als, further cementing his
role as one of the most in-
fluential players in the on-
going CPL season.
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ABGA names Antigua
and Barbuda squad for
ECGA championship

The Antigua and Barbuda Golf
Association (ABGA) has selected
an 1l-member squad in its quest to
regain the Eastern Caribbean Golf
Championship this weekend.

Antigua and Barbuda will be
seeking to improve on its third-place
finish at last year’s event in St. Kitts
when the ABGA hosts the Eastern
Caribbean Golf Association (ECGA)
tournament at the Cedar Valley Golf
Course on October 5 and 6.

Tedson Weatherill and Marquise
George are the only two returning
players of Antigua and Barbuda’s
men’s team that was first in net at
last year’s tournament in St. Kitts.
Weatherill will also be defending the
men’s individual net title this week-
end.

The other two players in the 2023
men’s team, Siyolo Joseph and Wil-
ston Charles, have been replaced
by Marlon George and Sylvester
“Bouncing” Joseph.

Only two players of the Antigua
and Barbuda three-member ladies
team that was first in net last year
will be carrying the nation’s flag at
this weekend’s event.

Alexandria “Lexi” Hunte and
Akevia Warner will represent the
ladies team. However, Katherine
Woodhouse, who was the other play-
er on last year’s team, is not a mem-

The Antigua and Barbuda ladies team that finished first in net at the Eastern Caribbe-
an Golf Championships at the Royal St. Kitts Golf Course at Frigate Bay in St. Kitts on
October 7-8, 2023. From left: Akevia Warner, Lexi Hunte, and Kathrine Woodhouse.

(File Photo)
ber this time around.

Two players of the three-member
Antigua and Barbuda Seniors Team
that claimed a second-place finish in
Gross last year will also be returning.

Marcus Franker and FEldine
“Soca” Baptiste have been retained,
but Algernon Anderson Wynter has

been replaced by Wilston Charles on
the seniors’ team.

Antigua and Barbuda has also re-
tained its two-member Super Seniors
team that was first in net last year.

Wesley Dyer and Vere Ambrose
will once again carry the nation’s

cont’d on pg 25
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