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The Family and Social 
Services Unit in the Ministry 
of Social Transformation is 
proposing a new system of 
‘shepherding’ of new moth-
ers to help them cope with 
the challenges of parent-
hood.

Speaking in the Senate 
on Monday during debate on 
the Anti-Gang Bill, Minister 
of Social Transformation, 
Senator Samantha Marshall, 
said the proposal will specif-
ically target first-time moth-
ers of a ‘certain age’.

“We have proposed that 
it be mandatory when par-
ents are of a certain age, 

especially when they are 
first-time parents, that we 
develop a system to follow 
them right through for at 
least two years. We will then 
know if they are coping, if 
they understand what it is to 
be parents and in addition to 
this, we should do more par-
enting classes; how do you 
cope? That will be among 
the topics,” she explained.

Sen. Marshall noted that 
at a recent meeting convened 
by Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne and a team of in-
terventionists with parents 
and members of gangs, only 
five parents attended, all of 

whom were mothers. There 
were no fathers present.

She further explained 
that as a lawyer handling 
family cases in the court 
system, she saw first-hand 
the harm caused by disputes 

between fathers and mothers 
where the real victims end 
up being the children.

She made an appeal to all 
members of the Senate, in-
cluding those on the opposi-
tions bench, to join hands in 
a national effort to help bring 
an end to the many issues at 
the heart of youth violence 
and gang membership.

In a show of unity, op-
position members not only 
supported the Bill, but they 
offered a number of recom-
mendations to help solve the 
problem noting that these 
problems with young people 
affect the entre society.

Prime Minister and Political Leader of the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Labour Party, Gaston Browne, has 
extended an invitation to former Public Relations 
Officer of the United Progressive Party, Damani Ta-
bor, to join the ruling party.

In a Facebook post, PM Browne remarked that 
Tabor was one of the UPP’s ‘best talents’ and not-
ed that the philosophy of the ABLP is that it is an 
‘all-inclusive, all-empowering institution’. “There-
fore as someone who has the capacity to contribute 
to nation building, you are invited to join us. Bless-
ings,” PM Browne wrote.

Tabor on Monday tendered his resignation from 
the United Progressive Party (UPP) marking the lat-
est in a steady stream of high-profile departures from 
the official opposition party. 

Minister of Social Transformation proposes 
measure to ‘shepherd’ first-time mothers 

Senator Samantha Marshall,

PM Browne invites Damani Tabor to join ABLP

Damani Tabor

cont’d on pg 3

September 23, 2024

General Secretary
United Progressive Party
Belmont

Dear Madam,

I write to inform you that I'm tendering my resignation from the United Progressive
Party with immediate effect.

I have come to this decision, unencumbered by the sunk cost fallacy, after weighing
a multiplicity of factors and developments which critically impact the cohesion,
performance and political viability of the Party.

Nevertheless, I reflect with gratitude on the opportunity to have served in several
capacities within the branch, executive and parliamentary domains. My
responsibilities as a member of the 2023 Campaign Management Committee and
the St. Mary's South By-Election Strategy Team were particularly instructive and
skill-refining.

Regarding intellectual property which I will no longer be administering, please note
my recently sent email to facilitate your establishment of the Real News website on
a new server. I have included links to the exported directories and SQL database. I
have also included the transfer authorization code for realnewsantigua.com.
Transferring the domain must be completed before the next yearly expiration date
of March 2, 2025.

Maintaining a healthy democracy is critical to nation-building. I am therefore
hopeful, like most Antiguan & Barbudan citizens and residents, that a viable
Opposition continues to be a part of our political landscape.

Sincerely,

Damani Tabor
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Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
E.P Chet Greene strength-
ened an already compelling 
case for the global powers 
to act with urgency on the 
climate crisis confronting 
humanity.

Minister Greene made 
the case before a room of 
respected economists, pol-
icy makers and prominent 
political figures and host-
ed by business magnate Sir 
Richard Branson. 

It was one of several 
engagements being held at 
the margins of the 79th Ses-
sion of the United Nations 
which opened in New York 
City on Tuesday. 

The minister forms part 
of Antigua and Barbuda’s 
high-level delegation that 
is now representing the 
country at the UN General 
Assembly.

Speaking confidently 
and with a deep resolve af-
ter Antigua and Barbuda’s 
successful hosting of the 
4th International Confer-
ence on Small Island De-

veloping States, SIDS4, he 
expressed grave concerns 
over what he perceives as 
the world losing sight of 
the climate emergency that 
confronts everyone, espe-
cially small vulnerable is-
land states like Antigua and 
Barbuda. 

“Escalating geopoliti-
cal conflicts are overshad-
owing critical issues such 
as climate change and bio-
diversity loss, potentially 
undermining multilater-
al efforts to address the 
unique challenges facing 
Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS),” the Foreign 
Affairs Minister cautioned.

Minister Greene’s re-
marks were delivered at 
the high-level roundtable 
convened by the Potsdam 
Institute for Climate Im-
pact Research, Planetary 
Guardians, Future Earth, 
the Earth Commission, the 
Earth League and the Inter-
national Science Council. 

Ultimately, it is seeking 
to accelerate ambitious and 
cohesive action in address-

ing poverty, equality and 
planetary stability. 

Voicing his agreement 
for the objective of the 
meeting, Minister Greene 
noted: “The time is now to 
elevate a vision of effective 
multilateralism that recog-
nizes the interdependence 
of planetary stability, pov-
erty eradication, and hu-
man well-being.” 

Minister Greene high-
lighted that this pressing 
global issue was a key fac-
tor in Antigua and Barbu-
da’s decision to host SIDS4. 

He noted with satisfac-
tion that the outcomes of 
this landmark conference 
are already bearing fruit.

But he stressed that a 

sustained effort and an un-
wavering global commit-
ment are required in build-
ing on the progress that was 
achieved in Antigua and 
Barbuda. 

“Colleagues, achiev-
ing planetary stability will 
require radical transfor-
mation on multiple fronts, 
including in our energy 
systems, consumption pat-
terns, and economic struc-
tures. International coop-
eration will be essential, 
particularly in addressing 
the unequal contributions 
to climate change and en-
vironmental degradation,” 
Minister Greene offered. 

“In addition, we must 
tackle the political and eco-
nomic systems that perpet-
uate inequality, poverty, 
and injustice, which are 
increasingly contributing to 
civil strife and a backslid-
ing of democracy world-
wide,” he further under-
scored in making his point 
for the need to intensify 
global action on the press-
ing issues facing SIDS. 

In a letter to the organization’s General 
Secretary, Tabor cites the diminished ‘cohe-
sion, performance and political viability of 
the Party’ as the rationale for his departure. 

The first significant departure came 
when Member of Parliament for All Saints 
West constituency, Anthony Smith, Jnr., left 
the party in July and declared himself as an 
independent member of the House of Rep-

resentatives. He subsequently accepted an 
invitation to join the Cabinet as Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries and the Blue 
Economy.

Since then there have been several other 
notable members of the party who have re-
signed from the UPP. Almost to a man, they 
have all pointed to issues with the leadership 
of the party is the main reasons for their de-
partures.

FM Greene addresses 
pressing global issues at high 

level round-table at the UN

cont’d from pg 2
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Local security offi-
cers drawn from the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Defense 
Force and the police are 
undergoing classes in 
French prior to their de-
ployment to Haiti on peace 
keeping missions.

Two officials of the 
French Embassy in St. 
Lucia held discussions on 
Monday with Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Ambas-
sador Clarence Henry and 
Senior Foreign Service 
Communications Officer, 
Alyssa Weste, on the mat-
ter.

“The government of 
Antigua and Barbuda is 
pleased to be associated 
with this effort, being done 
in association with the 
French embassy in St. Lu-
cia, in collaboration with 
International Organisation 
of La Francophonie (IOF) 
to train our security forces 
in the French language and 
culture,” he remarked.

Amb. Pilgrim said it is 
important for the security 
forces to be immersed in 
the French language and 
culture that will enable 
them to communicate bet-
ter with the people of Hai-
ti when they arrive. “This 
will allow them to be able 
to speak with the people 
of Haiti as well as to un-
derstand the culture of the 
people of that CARICOM 
country,” he stated.

Amb. Pilgrim calls the 
initiative ‘a tremendous 

effort’ noting that Haiti, 
as a CARICOM nation is 
currently experiencing a 
breakdown in its political 
and social structures. The 
work of the security forc-
es is to join a CARICOM 
peace keeping mission to 
the country which is likely 
to depart for Haiti early in 
2025.

“With this mission, An-
tigua and Barbuda and the 
rest of CARICOM are ex-
tending a helping hand to 
our sister country which at 
this present time is expe-
riencing some instability 
and political difficulties. 
We hope that this mission 
will help see a return of 
good governance and sta-
bility to Haiti,” he empha-
sized.

Weste explained that 
there is currently an agree-
ment between the OIF and 
the ABDF to enhance the 
language and intercultural 
skills of uniformed person-
nel who will be deployed 
as part of the Multination-
al Security Support (MSS) 
Mission in Haiti. 

“Approximately 35 of-
ficers are undergoing this 
French language, culture 
and Creole training from 
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Defense Force and the 
Royal Police Force of An-
tigua and Barbuda. The 
programme commenced 
on 23rd September and 
will run until November 
2024,” she revealed.

Weste noted that during 
the meeting, possible ave-

nues of educational coop-
eration between the French 
Embassy, IOF and the Gov-
ernment of Antigua and 
Barbuda were discussed 
to foster interconnectivity 
between the English and 
French-speaking CAR-
ICOM Member States and 
increase the knowledge of 
French language and cul-
ture locally.

The French team to St. 
John’s was led by Deputy 
Head of Mission, Embas-
sy of France in St. Lucia, 
Domenico Ditaranto, and 
Programme Office, Inter-
national Organisation of 
La Francophonie, Adèle 
Guillaume. 

The classes are held at 
the ABDF headquarters at 
Crabbes.

Security officers receiving French 
classes ahead of deployment to Haiti
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The Antigua and Barbuda Tourism 
Authority (ABTA) announces the sec-
ond edition of its Antigua and Barbuda 
Art Week (ABAW) Schools Art Com-
petition, which is open to students and 
runs from September 17 to November 
15, 2024. Building on the success of its 
inaugural year, the competition is de-
signed to inspire, showcase, and cele-
brate the artistic talent of young students 
from across Antigua and Barbuda.

The Schools Art Competition is 
open to all primary and secondary 
school students across the twin-island 
nation. This year, the competition will 
feature an exciting new theme—”Made 
in Antigua and Barbuda”—challenging 
students to be creative as they reflect on 
Antigua and Barbuda’s culture, lifestyle, 
landscape, innovations, people, and so 
much more.

Participants are encouraged to ex-
plore the mediums of painting, drawing, 
mixed media, within their presentations 
using quick-drying paint, watercolor/
acrylic paint, crayon pencils/wax cray-
ons or collage.

“The Schools Art Competition of-
fers young artists an invaluable platform 
to showcase their skills and creativity,” 
said Maria Blackman, Marketing Com-
munications Manager and Antigua and 
Barbuda Art Week Committee Member. 
“We are passionate about encouraging 

young talent, and this competition as 
well as other events during the week 
will allow the youth to engage with our 
culture while exploring their own artistic 
potential. 

Mauricia Frith Schools Art Compe-
tition Committee Lead said, “The judg-
es and committee were impressed by the 
creativity of entrants last year. We look 
forward to seeing the growth in the work 
of returning student artists, reviewing 
new entries and being inspired by the 
sense of national pride and culture that 
will be on show in each work of art.”

The categories for this year’s com-
petition are ages 7-9, 10-12, 13-17.

In addition to the competition, 
ABAW 2024 will feature school visits 
and interactive workshops with estab-

lished local artists, offering students the 
chance to refine their craft.  

The competition will be judged by 
an esteemed panel of judges to include 
visual arts teachers and local artists.  
Winners of the competition will be an-
nounced at a special awards ceremony 
during Antigua and Barbuda Art Week, 
where the outstanding works will be 
exhibited alongside professional artists’ 
displays at the V. C Bird International 
Airport. Prizes will be awarded to the 
first, second and third place winners in 
each category.  Prizes include art sup-
plies, and the chance for the winning 
pieces to also be featured in prominent 
local galleries and business places, fur-
ther elevating the profiles of these young 
artists.

ABTA launches second edition 
of Schools Art Week competition
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The Antigua & Bar-
buda Hotels and Tourism 
Association (ABHTA) has 
announced the launch of 
Season 2 of the Unveiling 
Hospitality Professionals 
Series. This celebrated ini-
tiative, which earned the 
ABHTA the prestigious 
People Development & 
Support Award at the Ca-
ribbean Hospitality Industry 
Exchange Forum (CHIEF), 
returns to showcase the ex-
traordinary talent and ded-
ication of professionals in 
Antigua and Barbuda’s hos-
pitality sector.

Season 2 will highlight 
outstanding individuals 
from a broad spectrum of 

careers within the industry, 
including Hotels, Yachting, 
Cruise, Airline, Taxi Oper-
ations, and Vendors. From 
hotel managers, marketing 
and rooms division manag-
ers to cruise ship personnel, 
taxi drivers, and vendors, 
the series will shine a spot-
light on the essential roles 
these professionals play in 
maintaining Antigua and 
Barbuda’s reputation as a 
world-class destination.

ABHTA Chairman 
Craig Marshall emphasized 
the significance of the se-
ries, stating, “The Unveiling 
Hospitality Professionals 
Series goes beyond high-

ABHTA unveils Hospitality 
Professionals Series

cont’d on pg 7
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By Embert
The United Progressive 

Party (UPP) is currently 
in a state of disarray, with 
multiple high-profile res-
ignations and the potential 
for even more to come. As 
predicted over the last few 
weeks, the party seems to 
be unraveling. The recent 
departure of Damani Ta-
bor following Sunday’s 
management meeting was 
expected, and it’s just the 
latest in a series of chaotic 
Sunday afternoons that have 
plagued the UPP for the past 
three months. These meet-
ings, which should be about 
moving the party forward, 
have instead turned into 
shouting matches filled with 
name-calling, threats, and 
bitter disputes.

It has become increas-
ingly clear that Jamale Prin-
gle is struggling to lead the 

party, and D. Giselle Isaac, 
the party’s Chairman, has 
only contributed to the on-
going dysfunction. Togeth-
er, they seem to be steering 
the UPP into deeper chaos. 
With further resignations 
anticipated in the coming 
week, it’s becoming more 
apparent that the UPP’s in-
ternal issues are not just 
a phase but a deep-rooted 
problem. How long before 
the party’s loyal supporters 
recognize the magnitude of 
this crisis?

Sunday’s management 
meeting appears to have 
been the breaking point for 
many within the party. Some 
members are reportedly pre-
paring to leave before get-
ting caught in what is being 
described as a “purge.”

Here are some signifi-
cant developments:

1.     Algernon “Serpent” 

Watts and Kelvin “Shuggy” 
Simon have decided to be-
come independent members 
of parliament and are plan-
ning to request the Gov-
ernor-General to remove 
Pringle as Leader of the Op-
position.

2.     They have given 
Pringle a three-week dead-
line to step down or they 
will take action to fulfill 
their threat.

3.      The Chairman has 
urged the Political Leader 
to stand his ground and call 
their bluff.

4.     The Chairman has 
expressed that she would 
rather see the party “mashed 
up” than submit to the de-
mands of what she called 
“dunces” like Serpent and 
Shuggy.

5.     She believes that 
she was the primary force 
behind the UPP’s near suc-

cess in the last election, 
crediting herself more than 
Harold Lovell or anyone 
else for the party’s perfor-
mance.

6.     The Chairman has 
made it clear that she still 
holds Harold Lovell respon-
sible for losing his seat—
and the election—by just six 
votes, and she is determined 
to prevent him from ever re-
turning as Political Leader.

7.     She is also report-
edly waiting for Sean Bird’s 
formal resignation from the 
party.

8.     Furthermore, she 
voiced her distrust of Rich-
ard Lewis, stating that some-
one who is loyal to Jamaica, 
having married a Jamaican 
and fathered children born 
in Jamaica, should never be 
allowed to lead the UPP.

9.     In a surprising twist, 
Richard Lewis has been qui-
etly attempting to negotiate 
with the Antigua and Barbu-
da Labour Party (ABLP) for 
a diplomatic post while hop-
ing to retain his Rural West 
Constituency.

In a dramatic turn of 
events, it has come to light 
that Serpent, Shuggy, and 
Richard are discussing the 
possibility of forming a new 
political party if Pringle and 
Giselle remain in leadership 
roles within the UPP.

With further resigna-
tions looming, the question 
must be asked: How much 
lower can the UPP sink?

Stay tuned… more at 
eleven!!!

Commentary

lighting individual successes; it celebrates 
the very essence of Antigua and Barbuda’s 
hospitality industry. Through these week-
ly stories over the next 11 weeks, our goal 
is to inspire future generations and fos-
ter continuous growth within the sector. 
We are proud to have the support of our 
members and partner organizations in this 
award-winning initiative and look forward 
to showcasing the exceptional stories of 
our local professionals.”

The Unveiling Hospitality Profession-
als Series is a key initiative to inspire, 
develop, and recognize the industry’s 
talent. Key Benefits of the Programme In-
clude:

Professional Development: Featured 
professionals will gain valuable exposure, 

enhancing their career growth.
Inspiration: Their stories will serve as 

motivation for future generations to pursue 
careers in hospitality and tourism.

Recognition: The series brings well-
deserved acknowledgment to individuals 
whose hard work drives Antigua and 
Barbuda’s tourism success.

The ABHTA invites the public to fol-
low the series as it unfolds over the next 
11 weeks, celebrating the dedication and 
excellence of those who are the backbone 
of our hospitality industry. 

Viewers can watch each released vid-
eo starting September 25, 2024 and every 
Wednesday thereafter on our YouTube 
channel @antiguabarbudahotels and on 
our social media pages @antiguahotels 
and @antiguahoteljobs. 

cont’d from pg 6

Rockus in De Party – Chaos in De 
Party – Part 2: Who’s Next to Go?
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As St. Kitts and Nevis celebrate 41 
years of independence, the nation stands 
as a testament to resilience. Ranked 51st 
globally in the UN’s 2023/2024 Human 
Development Report, the twin-island 
state leads the Caribbean in develop-
ment indicators, showing that small na-
tions can achieve great things.

Economic Progress and Setbacks
Since independence, St. Kitts and 

Nevis has experienced robust growth, 
particularly in the 1980s and early 
2000s. However, the COVID-19 pan-
demic led to a sharp 14.5% decline in 
GDP in 2020. Thankfully, recovery has 
been strong, with growth rates of 9% in 
2022 and 4.5% in 2023, signaling a re-
turn to economic health.

Key Challenges: Crime and Polit-
ical Partisanship

Despite economic gains, the country 
faces critical challenges. Rising violent 
crime, particularly among the youth, 
threatens social stability and public 
safety. Addressing this requires a focus 
on education, employment, and social 
inclusion. Additionally, political parti-
sanship remains an obstacle to progress. 
National interests must rise above party 
lines to ensure collaborative leadership 
and lasting development.

Embracing Technology and Sus-
tainability

Looking to the future, the country 
must harness the potential of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), digital transforma-
tion, and sustainable energy. Investing 
in digital infrastructure and AI will 
boost sectors like tourism and agricul-
ture, while green energy projects can 

protect the environment and create jobs. 
St. Kitts and Nevis is well-positioned to 
lead the Caribbean in these areas, espe-
cially given its vulnerability to climate 
change.

The Role of UWI Five Islands in 
Building Human Capital

Building human capital will be a 
key element of future success. The Uni-
versity of the West Indies (UWI) Five 
Islands Campus can play a pivotal role 
by expanding programs in AI, digital 
skills, and sustainability, equipping citi-
zens for the jobs of tomorrow. With sup-
port, UWI can drive innovation and en-
trepreneurship, ensuring the country’s 
workforce is prepared for the future.

A Call to Action
To secure a prosperous future, St. 

Kitts and Nevis must address crime, 
reduce political divisions, and embrace 
the opportunities of technology and sus-
tainability. The nation’s greatest asset is 
its people, and investing in education 
and skills development through institu-
tions like UWI Five Islands is critical to 
achieving lasting success. The founda-
tion has been laid—now is the time to 
unite and chart a course toward a bright, 
sustainable future.

Prof. C. Justin Robinson 
Principal, UWI Five 

Islands

Feature
St. Kitts and Nevis at 41: Charting 
a Future of Prosperity and Unity

Prof. C. Justin Robinson 
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By Tony Deyal
A closed mouth gathers 

no feet. An open mouth can 
get you a ‘Foot In Mouth 
Award’ like the former 
chairman of the England 
cricket team, Ted Dexter. 

Actually, he was the 
first to get the Plain En-
glish Campaign for a “baf-
fling comment by a public 
figure”. 

As the senior person 
in the Marleybone Crick-
et Club (MCC), he tried to 
explain why England lost 
a game by saying, “May-
be we are in the wrong 
sign. Maybe Venus is in 
the wrong juxtaposition 
with someone else. I don’t 
know.” 

The winner in 1998 
was Parlimentarian Rhodri 
Morgan. When asked if he 
would like to be leader of 
the Welsh Assembly, he re-
plied, “Does a one-legged 
duck swim in circles?”

In the Caribbean, 
one-legged ducks don’t 
ever last as long as even 
a half-circle. It’s food for 
thought. 

Just like Naomi Camp-
bell, the English super-
model, who picked up the 
award in 2006 for gushing, 
“I love England, especially 
the food. There’s nothing 
I like more than a lovely 
bowl of pasta.” Unfortu-
nately, the origin was way 
“pasta” her knowledge, 
since it started in China 
and then settled for good 
in Italy since 800 AD. 

However, I cannot end 

without following suit 
or, better yet ‘soot’, with 
Donald Trump.

In 2016 when Trump 
was campaigning for the 
2016 US presidential elec-
tion, he was “unrivalled” 
as the winner of any ‘Plain 
English Campaign’ then, 
now or ever. 

He started on the Mex-
ican immigrants the same 
way he is now going after 
the Haitians with, “They’re 
bringing drugs. They’re 
bringing crime. They’re 
rapists.” 

Then he added, “And 
some, I assume, are good 
people.” That did not stop 
him from demanding that 
they get their ‘ass-ume’ 
back to Mexico. He went 
after former Navy Officer, 
Senator John McCain, by 
claiming, “He’s not a war 
hero. He was a war hero 
before he was captured. I 
like people who weren’t 
captured.” I hope that, un-
like the Senator, Trump is 
not just captured but jailed.

In some ways, Trump 
is very much like the Ig 
Noble Prizes, except he is 
very much unlike them. He 
is a ‘show’ horse and not a 
‘sure’ prize. 

He might make you 
laugh but will never make 
you think about anything 
but him. In fact, there are 
some of the prize win-
ners who, like Trump, will 
never ever stop you from 
laughing. For example, 
the president of Belarus 
in Eastern Europe won a 

prize for making it illegal 
to applaud in public. 

He did the same with 
the country’s State Police 
for arresting a one-armed 
man for applauding. Two 
psychology experts were 
awarded for finding out 
that ‘leaning to the left 
makes the Eiffel Tower 
seem smaller’. 

When it came to litera-
ture, writers like me can’t 
beat the US Government 
Accountability Office. 
They issued a report about 
reports about reports that 
recommends the prepara-
tion of a report about the 
report about reports about 
reports. 

Another group, on the 
eastern shore of North-east 
Europe in the appropriate 
‘Baltic’ Sea, got a Peace 
prize for demonstrating 
that the problem of illegal-
ly parked luxury cars can 
be solved by running them 

over a tank. 
In reading about it, I 

first thought that the organ-
isation had spelt “Peace” 
incorrectly. The final two 
for this column were the 
biologists who discovered 
that fleas which live on 
dogs jump higher than fleas 
that live on cats, and vets 
from the UK who found 
that cows with names give 
more milk than cows that 
are nameless. Given their 
success with their work, 
I have to kowtow to them 
and all the others.

But not for long. As 
B.B. King said, “The beau-
tiful thing about learning 
is nobody can take it away 
from you.” 

Despite the possibility 
of being swamped by mil-
lions of feet in my mouth, 
I like the idea of finding 
questions that make me 
think and then laugh. 

Foot in mouth, coming and going

Tony Deyal

cont’d on pg 11
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In fact, the louder the better, like, 

“Do pilots take crash courses?” Or, 
if a pig loses its voice, is it disgrun-
tled? If money doesn’t grow on trees, 
then why do banks have branches? 

One that I heard from my mother 
when she tried to wake my father af-
ter a night of drinking was, “You for-
get you had to go to work this morn-
ing. You sleep like a baby!” And I, 
a baby at that time, knew that I only 
sleep for two hours before waking up 
and shouting for “Mummy” or the 
equivalent of “breast, breast”. 

There are some questions that 
make us think but not really go any 
further, “How can you tell when you 
run out of invisible ink? What hap-
pens if you get scared half to death 
twice? 

Why does ‘slow down’ and ‘slow 
up’ mean the same thing? Why is it 
called ‘lipstick’ if you can still move 
your lips? And why is it that night 
falls but day breaks?

This is my I recommend that you 
don’t jump at the first answer you 
think about in questions like the fol-
lowing. 

What’s a thing that you can find 
in a man’s pants but not in a wom-
an’s pockets. Next, what’s a four-let-
ter word that ends in “k” and means 
the same as intercourse? Talk (and 
sometimes more talk). 

This is one for the books. What is 
hairy on the outside and soft and wet 
on the inside? It starts with the let-
ter “C” and ends with “T”? Coconut. 
Very similar in the question but not 
the answer is, “Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger has a big one. Donald Trump has 
a small one. And Madonna doesn’t 
have one at all. What is it?” Last 
name. 

Here’s a baddie. I go in hard but 
come out soft, and I never mind if 
you want to blow me. What am I? 
Chewing gum. For men in the night, 
here’s one. What goes up, lets out 
load, and then goes back? Not daddy. 

It’s just an elevator. 
For the youngsters in the back of 

the car, here’s one for them. What 
gets longer if pulled, fits snuggly 
between breasts, slides neatly into 
a hole, chokes people when used 
incorrectly, and works really well 
when jerked? Not just a belt, but a 
seatbelt.

Unfortunately, these are easy 
compared with the really import-
ant ones, like “What happens after 
death? Is there a God, and, if so, what 
is the nature of God? What is the or-
igin of the universe? Do aliens exist 
except in the cinema or TV? How 
did lie originate on Earth?” The one 
I heard at a school in Canada when 
the teacher asked the class, “What is 
dark matter?” They all looked at me 
and laughed.

Tony Deyal stayed far from 
games with friends who asked, 
“Where is your favourite place to 
kiss someone?” and “Have you 
used handcuffs before?” 

cont’d from pg 10
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By Natalie Sherman
The US is planning to ban certain 

hardware and software made in China 
and Russia from cars, trucks and buses 
in the US due to security risks.

Officials said they were worried 
that the technology in question, used 
for autonomous driving and to connect 
cars to other networks, could allow en-
emies to “remotely manipulate cars on 
American roads”.

There is currently minimal use of 
Chinese or Russia-made software in 
American cars.

But Commerce Secretary Gina 
Raimondo said the plans were “target-
ed, proactive” steps to protect the US.

“Cars today have cameras, micro-
phones, GPS tracking, and other tech-
nologies connected to the internet,” 
she said in a statement.

“It doesn’t take much imagination 
to understand how a foreign adversary 
with access to this information could 
pose a serious risk to both our nation-
al security and the privacy of US citi-
zens.”

Chinese officials said the US was 

broadening “the concept of national 
security” to unfairly target Chinese 
firms.

“China opposes the US’s broaden-
ing of the concept of national security 
and the discriminatory actions taken 
against Chinese companies and prod-
ucts,” said Lin Jian, spokesman for 
China’s Foreign Ministry, in a state-
ment.

“We urge the US side to respect 
market principles and provide an open, 
fair, transparent, and non-discrimina-
tory business environment for Chinese 
enterprises.”

The proposal, which will now 
enter a comment period, is the latest 
from the White House aiming to limit 
China’s presence in the car manufac-
turing supply chain.

The White House has also raised 
tariffs on electric cars, batteries for 
electric vehicle and a range of oth-
er items. It has separately banned the 
import of Chinese-made cargo cranes, 
warning of cyber-security risk.

The US launched an investigation 
in February examining the cyber risks 

from so-called connected cars.
The prohibitions on software 

would go into effect with model year 
2027, while the hardware rules would 
be effective three years later, giving 
the industry more time to re-work their 
supply chains.

John Bozzella, president and chief 
executive of Alliance for Automotive 
Innovation, which represents big car 
companies, said that though there was 
“very little technology - hardware or 
software in today’s connected vehicle 
supply chain that enters the US from 
China” the rule would force some 
firms to find new suppliers.

“I’ve said this in other contexts, 
but it applies here too: you can’t just 
flip a switch and change the world’s 
most complex supply chain over-
night,” he said.

“The lead time included in the pro-
posed rule will allow some auto man-
ufacturers to make the required transi-
tion but may be too short for others,” 
he said. He said association would 
continue to share its perspective as the 
final rules are developed.

US to ban Chinese tech in cars
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CMC - Caribbean heads 
were among world lead-
ers who on Sunday adopt-
ed a ‘Pact for the Future’ 
to tackle 21st-century chal-
lenges, including conflicts 
and artificial intelligence

Barbados’ Prime Min-
ister, Mia Mottley called 
for a change of attitude and 
values as the world con-
fronts those challenges.

The pact is the most 
wide-ranging international 
agreement in many years, 
covering entirely new areas 
as well as issues on which 
agreement has not been 
possible in decades.  It aims 
to ensure that international 
institutions can deliver in 
the face of a world that has 
changed dramatically.

The agreement is the 
culmination of an inclu-
sive, years-long process to 
adapt international cooper-
ation to the realities of to-
day and the challenges of 
tomorrow, the UN said.

Leaders have set out a 
vision of an international 
system that can deliver on 
its promises, is more repre-
sentative of today’s world 
and draws on the energy 
and expertise of govern-
ments, civil society and 
other key partners.

“The ‘Pact for the Fu-
ture’, the ‘Global Digital 
Compact’, and the ‘Decla-
ration on Future Genera-
tions’ open the door to new 
opportunities and untapped 
possibilities,” said Secre-
tary-General, Antonio Gu-

terres during his remarks at 
the opening of the summit.

The 42-page pact cov-
ers a broad range of issues 
including peace and se-
curity, sustainable devel-
opment, climate change, 
digital cooperation, human 
rights, gender, youth and 
future generations, and the 
transformation of global 
governance.

It includes 56 actions 
on issues including eradi-
cating poverty; mitigating 
climate change; achieving 
gender equality; promoting 
peace and protecting ci-
vilians; and reinvigorating 
the multilateral system to 
“seize the opportunities of 
today and tomorrow”.

The pact also has two 
accompanying annexes, 
a ‘Global Digital Com-
pact’ – the first compre-
hensive global framework 
for digital cooperation and 
AI governance – and the 
‘Declaration on Future 

Generations’, with con-
crete steps to take account 
of future generations in de-
cision-making, including a 
possible envoy for future 
generations.

Addressing the closing 
ceremony of the two-day 
summit, Mottley insisted 
that the world can change, 
“but it needs our energy, 
our commitment”.

“I believe that it is pos-
sible for us to have a win-
win; I believe that hope 
can be restored, but I do 
recognise that we are at an 
inflection point. And those 
who have power and want 
to maintain the status quo, 
even though they do not yet 
have a plan for us to live 
on Mars, they are adamant 
on not creating the space or 
the policy flexibility, or the 
access to the funding nec-
essary for us to bring along 
others.”

“It is unconscionable 
for us not to recognise that 

unless we can provide the 
basics of food, water, shel-
ter, electricity to all people 
on this earth, we cannot 
talk about being a success-
ful generation in human ci-
vilisation,” the Barbadian 
leader said.

The Summit brought 
together over 4000 indi-
viduals from heads of state 
and government, observers, 
IGOs, UN System, civil so-
ciety and non-governmen-
tal organisations.

In a broader push to 
increase the engagement 
of diverse actors, the for-
mal summit was preceded 
by the action days from 
September20 to 21, which 
attracted more than 7,000 
individuals representing all 
segments of society.

The action days fea-
tured strong commitments 
to action by all stakehold-
ers, as well as pledges of 
US$1.05 billion to advance 
digital inclusion.

Countries adopt ‘Pact for the Future’ 
to transform global governance

UN Secretary-General, António Guterres. Photo: CMC
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Hurricane watches were issued for 
parts of Cuba and Mexico on Monday 
as a cluster of storms located south of 
the Cayman Islands could strengthen 
into a major hurricane in upcoming 
days while moving north toward the 
US, weather forecasters said.

The disturbance could become 
Hurricane Helene on Wednesday as it 
approaches the Gulf Coast, according 
to the National Hurricane Centre.

“It could certainly become a major 
hurricane, which is Category 3,” Brad 
Reinhart, a senior hurricane specialist 
at the centre, said in a phone interview. 
“People in the Florida Panhandle and 
the west coast of Florida certainly 
need to pay close attention.”

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis 
declared a state of emergency in 41 
counties on Monday as a result of the 
expected storm.

Reinhart said that it’s too early to 
forecast where it might make landfall. 
He warned “there’s always some po-
tential” for it to strengthen into a Cat-
egory 4 storm, but added that it might 
not be the most likely outcome.

He said the disturbance could be-
come a tropical storm by Tuesday, and 
that tropical storm conditions could 
affect parts of Florida on Wednesday 
as it approaches. It could turn into a 
major hurricane by the time it reaches 
the northeast Gulf Coast on Thursday.

“It’s a pretty aggressive forecast 
for intensification over the next few 
days,” he said. “People need to remain 
on high alert.”

Very warm sea temperatures are 
forecast to fuel formation of a tropi-
cal storm, which is forecast to quick-
ly strengthen into a hurricane thanks 
to favourable conditions that include 
a moist atmosphere, which supports 
thunderstorm developments, and light 

upper-level winds at more than 10,000 
feet (around 3,000 metres), Reinhart 
said.

The cluster of storms was locat-
ed about 110 miles (175 kilometres) 
south-southwest of Grand Cayman on 
Monday. It had maximum sustained 
winds of 30 mph (45 kph) and was 
moving north at 6 mph (9 kph).

A hurricane watch was in effect 
for the Cuban province of Pinar del 
Rio and eastern Mexico from Cabo 
Catoche to Tulum. A tropical storm 
warning was in effect for eastern Mex-
ico from Rio Lagartos to Tulum and 
for the Cuban provinces of Artemisa, 
Pinar del Rio and the Isle of Youth.

Up to eight inches of rain is fore-
cast for western Cuba and the Cayman 
Islands with isolated total of some 12 
inches (30 centimetres). Up to 4 inch-
es (10 centimetres) of rain is expected 
for the eastern Yucatán Peninsula, with 
isolated total of more than 6 inches (15 
centimetres) inches.

Heavy rainfall also is forecast for 

the Southeast US starting on Wednes-
day, threatening flash and river flood-
ing, according to the National Hurri-
cane Centre.

Meanwhile, up to 4 feet (1.2 me-
tres) of storm surge is forecast for 
parts of Cuba and Mexico.

On Monday, authorities in the 
Cayman Islands closed schools as 
forecasters warned of heavy flooding 
associated with the disturbance, which 
is due to cut a path between Cuba and 
Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula in up-
coming days.

Helene would be the eighth named 
storm of the Atlantic hurricane season 
which runs from June 1 to November 
30.

The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration has predict-
ed an above-average Atlantic hur-
ricane season this year because of 
record-warm ocean temperatures. It 
forecast 17 to 25 named storms, with 
four to seven major hurricanes of Cat-
egory 3 or higher.

Hurricane watches issued as 
storm nears Cuba and Mexico

This image provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shows a 
cluster of storms located south of the Cayman Islands which are expected to strength-
en in upcoming days, Monday, September 23, 2024. Photo: NOAA/AP
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Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky is 
set to present a “plan for 
victory” in the country’s 
war with Russia to Presi-
dent Joe Biden during this 
week’s visit to the US.

Zelensky also intends 
to present the plan to Con-
gress and the two candi-
dates in the US presiden-
tial election: Democrat 
Kamala Harris and Repub-
lican Donald Trump.

He is expected to ramp 
up efforts to persuade the 
US and its allies to allow 
Ukraine to fire the missiles 
they supplied deep into 
Russian territory for the 
first time in the war.

Zelensky’s visit to the 
US coincides with efforts 
from the White House 
to prepare a new $375m 
(£283m) military aid pack-
age for Ukraine.

This autumn would 
“determine the future of 
this war,” Zelensky wrote 
in a post on X.

In a statement ahead 
of the visit, the Ukrainian 
leader previewed three el-
ements to his plan: further 
weapons donations, diplo-
matic efforts to force Rus-
sia to agree to peace, and 
holding Moscow account-
able for its full-scale inva-
sion in 2022.

Ukraine has been 
pleading for months for the 
US, UK and other Western 
allies to ease restrictions 
on the use of long-range 

missiles so it can strike tar-
gets in Russia which Kyiv 
says are used to launch at-
tacks.

Earlier in September, 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin warned Western 
countries that he would 
consider long-range mis-
sile strikes to be “direct 
participation” by the Nato 
military alliance in the war.

When asked by report-
ers on Sunday whether he 
had made a decision on al-
lowing Ukraine to use US-
made long-range weapons, 
Biden answered: “No.”

Trump has previously 
criticised US support for 
Ukraine and spoken highly 

of Putin, but said he would 
“probably” meet Zelensky.

The ex-president previ-
ously flagged his own plan 
to end the war “within 24 
hours” if re-elected in No-
vember, but has not given 
details.

According to Hunga-
ry’s Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orban, who he met in 
March, Trump has vowed 
to “not give a penny in the 
Ukraine-Russia war. That 
is why the war will end”.

Zelensky’s statement 
also voiced gratitude for 
the support from Ukraine’s 
allies to date, singling out 
the US in particular as its 
“leading supporter”.

The US has been the 
largest foreign donor to 
Ukraine, and to date has 
provided $56bn for its de-
fence.

After arriving in the 
US on Sunday, Zelensky 
stopped in Biden’s birth 
town of Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania, to visit a munitions 
factory involved in sup-
plying the Ukrainian war 
effort.

After Washington, Zel-
ensky is expected to head 
to New York and the Unit-
ed Nations for a planned 
meeting of the Security 
Council on Tuesday and a 
speech at the General As-
sembly on Wednesday.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Zelensky to present ‘victory 
plan’ to Biden, Harris and Trump

Before meeting Biden, the Ukrainian president visited a munitions factory in Pennsylvania.
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By David Gritten
At least 492 people have been 

killed in intense and wide-ranging Is-
raeli air strikes targeting Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, the country’s health ministry 
says, in the deadliest day of conflict 
there in almost 20 years.

Thousands of families have also 
fled their homes as the Israeli military 
said it hit 1,300 Hezbollah targets in 
an operation to destroy infrastructure 
that the armed group had built up since 
the 2006 war.

Hezbollah, meanwhile, launched 
more than 200 rockets into northern 
Israel, according to the military. Para-
medics said two people were injured 
by shrapnel.

World powers have been urging 
restraint as both sides appear to be spi-
ralling closer towards all-out war.

Lebanon’s health ministry said 35 
children and 58 women were among 
the dead, while 1,645 others had been 
wounded.

It did not report how many of the 

casualties were civilians or combat-
ants.

Health Minister Firass Abiad said 
thousands of families had also been 
displaced by the strikes.

UN Secretary General António 
Guterres expressed alarm at the es-
calating situation and said he did not 
want Lebanon to “become another 
Gaza”.

EU foreign affairs chief Josep Bor-
rell said the “escalation is extremely 
dangerous and worrying” ahead of a 
gathering of world leaders at the UN 
in New York, adding “we are almost in 
a full-fledged war”.

President Joe Biden said the US 
was “working to de-escalate in a way 
that allows people to return home safe-
ly”, while the Pentagon announced it 
was sending “a small number” of ad-
ditional troops to the Middle East “out 
of an abundance of caution”.

Nearly a year of cross-border 
fighting between Israel and Hezbollah 
sparked by the war in Gaza has killed 

hundreds of people, most of them Hez-
bollah fighters, and displaced tens of 
thousands on both sides of the frontier.

Hezbollah has said it is acting in 
support of Hamas and will not stop 
until there is a ceasefire in Gaza. Both 
groups are backed by Iran and pro-
scribed as terrorist organisations by 
Israel, the UK and other countries.

The Pentagon said it was sending 
“a small number” of additional US 
troops to the Middle East amid the 
growing crisis.

“In light of increased tension in the 
Middle East and out of an abundance 
of caution, we are sending a small 
number of additional US military per-
sonnel forward to augment our forces 
that are already in the region,” said 
Pentagon spokesman Maj Gen Pat Ry-
der in a briefing with reporters.

He would not answer any fol-
low-up questions on the specifics.

Lebanese media said the first wave 
of Israeli air strikes began at around 

Israeli air strikes kill 492 people in Lebanon
Roads in southern Lebanon are gridlocked as people seek safety further north.

cont’d on pg 17
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06:30 local time (03:30 
GMT) on Monday.

“It was horrifying, the 
missiles flew over our heads. 
We woke up to the sound of 
bombings, we didn’t expect 
this,” one woman said.

Dozens of towns, villag-
es and open areas were tar-
geted throughout the day in 
the districts of Sidon, Mar-
jayoun, Nabatieh, Bint Jbeil, 
Tyre, Jezzine and Zahrani in 
southern Lebanon, as well 
as the Zahle, Baalbek and 
Hermel districts in the east-
ern Bekaa Valley, according 
to the state-run National 
News Agency (NNA).

In the evening, it report-
ed that a building in the Bir 
al-Abed area of the southern 
suburbs of the capital, Bei-
rut, was hit by several mis-
siles.

Lebanese security sourc-
es said the strike targeted 
Hezbollah’s top command-
er in southern Lebanon, Ali 
Karaki, but that it was not 
clear whether he was killed. 
Hezbollah’s media office 
said Karaki was “fine” and 
had “moved to a safe place”.

From the south to Bei-
rut, roads were congested 
as people desperately tried 
to leave amid the bombard-
ment and after receiving au-
dio and text messages from 
the Israeli military warning 
them to move away im-
mediately from buildings 
where Hezbollah was stor-
ing weapons.

A family of four riding 
on a motorbike spoke to 
the BBC in Beirut during a 
brief stop on their way to 
the northern city of Tripoli. 

“What do you want us to 
say? We just had to flee,” 
the father said anxiously.

Information Minister 
Ziad Makary said his min-
istry had received an Israeli 
phone call urging it to evac-
uate its building in Beirut. 
However, he insisted that 
it would not comply with 
what he called “a psycho-
logical war”.

Prime Minister Najib 
Mikati, meanwhile, told a 
cabinet meeting: “The con-
tinued Israeli aggression on 
Lebanon is a war of exter-
mination in every sense of 
the word.”

“We are working as a 
government to stop this new 
Israeli war and to avoid de-
scending into the unknown,” 
he added.

The Israel Defense Forc-
es (IDF) said in a statement 
on Monday evening that 
its aircraft had carried out 
strikes on approximately 
1,300 Hezbollah “terror tar-
gets” in southern Lebanon 
and the Bekaa Valley where 
it claimed that rockets, mis-

siles, launchers, and drones 
were hidden.

“Essentially, we are tar-
geting combat infrastruc-
ture that Hezbollah has 
been building for the past 
20 years. This is very sig-
nificant,” the IDF’s Chief 
of Staff, Lt Gen Herzi Ha-
levi, told commanders in Tel 
Aviv.

“Ultimately, everything 
is focused on creating the 
conditions to return the res-
idents of the north to their 
homes.”

IDF spokesman Rear 
Adm Daniel Hagari said vid-
eos from southern Lebanon 
showed “significant second-
ary explosions caused by 
Hezbollah’s weapons that 
were being stored inside the 
buildings”.

“It is likely that some of 
the casualties are from these 
secondary explosions,” he 
added.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu urged 
the people of Lebanon to 
“get out of harm’s way 
now”.

“For too long, Hezbol-
lah has been using you as 
human shields. It placed 
rockets in your living rooms 
and missiles in your ga-
rage,” he said. “To defend 
our people against Hezbol-
lah strikes, we must take out 
these weapons.”

A senior Israeli military 
official insisted that the IDF 
was “currently focusing on 
Israel’s aerial campaign 
only” after being asked by 
reporters if a ground inva-
sion of southern Lebanon 
was imminent to create a 
buffer zone.

The official said Israel 
had three aims - to degrade 
Hezbollah’s ability to fire 
rockets and missiles over 
the Lebanon-Israel border, 
to push its fighters back 
from the frontier, and to de-
stroy the infrastructure built 
by Hezbollah’s elite Rad-
wan Force which could be 
used to attack Israeli com-
munities.

Hezbollah did not com-
ment on the Israeli claims 

The roof of a house in northern Israel was destroyed by a rocket fired from Lebanon.
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Defending champions, 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Transport Board, rebounded 
from their first loss to claim 
their second win in the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Basketball 
Association’s (ABBA) Cool 
and Smooth Business Bas-
ketball League on Sunday 
night.

After suffering a 57-64 
loss to Anjo Wholesale in 
their previous outing, the 
Transport Board returned to 
winning form with a 66-44 
victory against the Fearless 
Crew in the third game of tri-
ple header at the JSC Sports 
Complex.

Devorn Benjamin shot 
a game-high 32 points with 
four assists and three steals, 

and Leroy Percival convert-
ed 12 points and grabbed 16 
rebounds for the Transport 
Board.

Joel Christian and 
Naeem Joseph each convert-
ed 12 points for the Fearless 
Crew, who lost for the sec-
ond time in three games.

Anjo Wholesale and H. 
Wright Promotions extended 
their unbeaten runs in Sun-
day’s other two matches.

Anjo Wholesale record-
ed their third win in as many 
outings with a 78-49 victory 
against the Sledge O’Bal-
lerz.

Ismael Palemo convert-
ed 19 points and grabbed 13 
rebounds; Steven Matthew 
produced 18 points, five as-

sists, and four steals; Dami-
on Floyd had 12 points and 
six rebounds; and Tequan 
Brodie chipped in with 11 
points, seven rebounds, and 
five assists for Anjo Whole-
sale.

Kareem Edwards and 
Tyler Jacobs each scored 12 
points, and Coy Quinland 
sank10 points for the Sledge 
O’Ballerz, who suffered their 
second loss in three games.

H. Wright Promotions 
notched up their fourth win 
in as many games by snatch-
ing a narrow 52-51 victo-
ry against the Lava Smoke 
Shop.

Javonte Daley sank 12 
points, and Donte Triming-
ham and Jevonte Valerie 

each had 11 points and five 
rebounds for H. Wright Pro-
motions.

Lincoln Weekes pro-
duced a game-high 23 points, 
and Delornje Jules scored 12 
points for the Lava Smoke 
Shop, which suffered their 
third loss in as many games.

The business basketball 
league will continue with an-
other triple header at the JSC 
Sports Complex this evening 
(Tuesday).

The Fearless Crew will 
take on Anjo Wholesale at 
6:30 pm, the Board of Edu-
cation will face the Sledge 
O’Ballerz at 7:30 pm, and H. 
Wright Promotions will meet 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Transport Board at 8:30 pm.

that it had hidden weapons in houses, 
and its media office had announced 
the death of only one fighter by Mon-
day evening.

But in a sign that it is unlikely to 
back down, it said it had responded to 
the “Israeli enemy’s attacks” by firing 
barrages of rockets at several Israeli 
military bases in northern Israel, as 
well as a weapons manufacturing fa-
cility in the coastal Zvulun area, north 
of the city of Haifa.

The IDF said 210 projectiles had 
crossed from Lebanon by the evening, 
and that an unspecified number had 
landed in the Lower Galilee and Upper 
Galilee regions, in Haifa and the near-
by areas of Carmel, HaAmakim and 
Hamifratz areas, and in the occupied 
Golan Heights.

One house was badly damaged by 
a rocket in Givat Avni, in the Lower 
Galilee.

Resident David Yitzhak told the 
BBC that he, his wife and six-year-old 
daughter were unharmed because they 
had managed to get behind the solid 
door of the house’s safe room seconds 
earlier, when a warning siren sounded.

“It’s a metre from life to death,” he 
said.

Israel’s ambulance service said 
it treated two people with shrapnel 
wounds in the Lower and Upper Gal-
ilee regions, and that another person 
was injured as they rushed to a shelter.

On Sunday, Hezbollah launched 
more than 150 rockets and drones 
across the border, while Israeli jets 
struck hundreds of targets across 
southern Lebanon.

Hezbollah remains a powerful 
force, despite being weakened by what 
Israel’s defence minister described as 
“the most difficult week” for the group 
since its establishment.

On Tuesday and Wednesday, 39 

people were killed and thousands were 
wounded after thousands of pagers 
and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah 
exploded. And on Friday, Hezbollah 
said at least 16 members, including 
top commanders of its elite Radwan 
Force, were among 45 people killed in 
an Israeli air strike in southern Beirut.

Speaking at a funeral on Sunday, 
Hezbollah’s deputy leader Naim Qas-
sem said the group would not be de-
terred.

“We have entered a new phase,” 
he said, “the title of which is the 
open-ended battle of reckoning.”

On the streets of Beirut, one young 
man told the BBC that he was “very 
scared of the war escalating” because 
it would “ cause a lot of disaster, it will 
stop students going to university”.

But another man was defiant, 
saying: “We’re not scared, we have 
to stand tall, we have to defend our-
selves.”

cont’d from pg 17
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A high scoring affair in the second 
match of the day in the 2024 Repub-
lic Bank Caribbean Premier League 
(CPL) saw Trinbago Knight Riders 
(TKR) end the season for the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Patriots with a seven-wicket 
defeat at the Brian Lara Cricket Acad-
emy in Trinidad on Sunday night.

After winning their first match of 
the competition the Patriots have lost 
every game since, but this defeat in 
Tarouba seemed particularly cruel af-
ter they posted a sizeable 193 for four 
off their 20 overs.

Captain Andre Fletcher led from 
the front with a brilliant innings of 93 
from 61 balls that included six sixes 
and four fours.

Fletcher was denied a deserved 
century, falling short by seven runs 
when Chris Jordan had him caught by 
Kieron Pollard on the long off bound-
ary off the last ball of the Patriots’ in-
nings.

Kyle Myers slammed 60 off 30 
balls, including eight fours and three 
sixes, and Rilee Rossouw struck 20 
off 11 balls. Jordan was the pick of the 
Knight Riders bowlers to finish with 
two for 29.

The Knight Riders were clinical in 
their chase, achieving victory at 197 
for three in 18.3 overs.

Jason Roy cracked 64 from 34 de-
liveries at the top of the order before 
Nicholas Pooran, who was dropped 

four times, finished the job in some 
style, striking a flat six down the 
ground to finish the match.

Pooran was Player of the Match, 
hitting seven sixes and six fours to 
finish undefeated on 93 off just 43 de-
liveries.

The Patriots will rue the dropped 
catches and the missed opportunity to 
finish a tough campaign with a victory 
over one of the favourite sides.

The Knight Riders will benefit 
from a Net Run Rate boost, having 
hauled down the sizeable target with 
nine balls remaining, they now sit 
on 10 points alongside the Barbados 
Royals and the Guyana Amazon War-
riors.

Captain of the St. Kitts and Nevis Patriots Andre Fletcher bats against the Trinbago Knight Riders in their CPL match at the Brian 
Lara Cricket Academy in Tarouba, Trinidad, on Sunday, September 23, 2024. (CPLT20/Getty Images)

Trinbago Knight Riders beat Patriots 
despite Fletcher’s heroic knock 
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Players of the Jennings Grenades football team

Grenades return to action in Caribbean Cup
Antigua and Barbuda’s 

Sandals and Inet Jennings 
Grenades will resume their 
quest for success in the 
CONCACAF Caribbean 
Cup in the Dominican Re-
public on Tuesday evening 
(today).

The Grenades will 
meet Quanaminthe FC of 
Haiti in a bottom-of-the-
table Group B clash at the 
Estadio Moca 85 in Moca, 
Dominican Republic.

Both teams will en-
ter Tuesday’s showdown 
jointly tied on a point, with 
Grenades occupying fourth 
place on goal difference 
ahead of Quanaminthe FC, 
which are languishing in 
the cellar of the five-team 
round-robin Group B com-
petition.

Quanaminthe will be 
seeking to rebound from a 
3-1 loss to Group B leaders 
Moca FC in their previous 

outing on September 18. 
The Grenades will be 

aiming to secure their first 
win after scoring a late 
equalizer to snatch a 1-1 
draw away to AC Port of 
Spain in Trinidad on Sep-
tember 17 to record their 
first point in their debut 
appearance in the compe-
tition.

AC Port of Spain will 
also be returning to action 
when they host Group B 

second-placed team, Ci-
bao FC of the Dominican 
Republic, at the Hasely 
Crawford Stadium in Trin-
idad and Tobago on Tues-
day (today).

Moca FC currently 
leads Group B with seven 
points. 

The Grenades will 
tackle Moca FC in their 
fourth and final match of 
the group stage on Tues-
day, October 1. 
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GALLE (Reuters) - 
Left-arm spinner Prabath 
Jayasuriya took two overs 
to polish off the New Zea-
land tail and complete a 
five-wicket haul as Sri 
Lanka sealed a 63-run vic-
tory in the opening Test at 
the Galle International Sta-
dium on Monday.

Chasing 275 for victo-
ry, New Zealand were all 
out for 211 despite Rachin 
Ravindra’s gallant 92, 
their batters unable to ne-
gotiate the sharp turn and 
low bounce at the venue.

Jayasuriya, who bagged 
five for 68, claimed his 
eighth five-wicket haul, 
seven of them coming at 
his happy hunting ground 
in Galle alone.

“The win in England 
boosted our morale,” home 
captain Dhananjaya de Sil-
va said referring to their 
Test match victory at The 
Oval earlier this month.

“We’ve the ability to 
win tests and the boys are 
delivering now.”

New Zealand began the 
final day needing 68 runs 
for a memorable win with 
two wickets in hand, but 
Sri Lanka took only four 
overs to wrap up victory.

New Zealand’s slim 
chances evaporated in the 
second over of the day 
when Jayasuriya ended 
Ravindra’s stellar knock, 
which included nine fours 
and a six.

The batter reviewed 
the lbw decision more in 
desperation than anything 
else and replays confirmed 
Ravindra was plumb in 

front.
Jayasuriya bowled 

William O’Rourke in his 
next over to seal Sri Lan-
ka’s victory, beating the 
batter’s defensive prod at 
an arm ball.

“Tough place to come, 
but a good Test match 
throughout,” New Zealand 
captain Tim Southee said.

“There’s plenty of pos-

itives for us to take away 
from it, but obviously dis-
appointing to come out on 
the wrong side.”

Jayasuriya’s match 
haul of nine wickets earned 
him the player of the match 
award, while Ramesh 
Mendis claimed three sec-
ond-innings wickets.

“I like this Galle pitch,” 
Jayasuriya said. “I just 
concentrate on bowling a 
consistent line and length, 
focus on that and get the 
results.”

The two teams will 
clash in the second Test, 
also in Galle, beginning on 
Thursday.

Goal shooter Desiree Antoine scored 
nine of her 14 attempts for Anguilla.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines pre-
vailed 71-32 against the Commonwealth 
of Dominica.

Goal shooter Shellisa Davis sank 48 of 

her 53 attempts, and goal attack Kristiana 
Christopher converted 12 of her 15 shots 
for St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

Goal shooter Ann-Maria Panthier con-
verted 13 of her 15 shots, and goal attack 
Galeine Gordan-Seraphine scored seven 
of her nine attempts for Dominica. 
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Sri Lanka’s Prabath Jayasuriya, right, celebrates the wicket of New Zealand’s Rachin Ravindra on 
the fifth and final day of the first cricket test match between New Zealand and Sri Lanka in Galle, 
Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP)

Jayasuriya spins Sri Lanka to 
victory against New Zealand
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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The senior female net-
ballers of the Antigua and 
Barbuda made an impres-
sive start to their campaign 
at the Fourth Eastern Carib-
bean Central Bank (ECCB) 
International Netball Series 
in St. Lucia on Sunday.

Following an official 
opening ceremony, Anti-
gua and Barbuda snatched a 
surprising 39-37 against de-
fending champions Grenada 
in one of four first-round 
matches in the eight-team 
round-robin tournament at 
the Beausejour Indoor Fa-
cility in Gros Islet.

Goal shooter Rayana 
Regis sank 32 of her 36 
attempts, and goal attack 
Amey Lake scored seven of 
her 10 shots for Antigua and 
Barbuda.

Goal attack Celine 
Brown converted 26 of her 
33 shots, Brittany Jones 
scored eight of her 12 at-
tempts, and goal shooter 
Carlene Alexander sank 
three of her four shots for 
Grenada.

Hosts St. Lucia, the 
Cayman Islands, and St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines 
also recorded wins in their 
opening matches.

The St. Lucians trounced 
Montserrat 66-9. Merlessa 

Alfred converted 31 of her 
33 attempts, Dasha Eugene 
sank 12 of her 14 shots, and 
goal shooter Semaj Margue-
rite scored 10 of her 11 at-
tempts for St. Lucia.

Goal shooter Juana Os-

bourne sank eight of her 15 
shots for Montserrat. 

The Cayman Islands 
crushed Anguilla 90-14. 
Goal shooter Kay Copeland 
sank 41 of her 52 attempts, 
Rose Wilson converted 21 

of her 26 shots, Meleshia 
Joseph scored 14 of her 16 
attempts, and goal attack 
Freya Ramfaran sank 10 of 
her 15 shots for the Cayman 
Islands.

Montserrat’s goal shooter Juana Osbourne attempts a shot during their match against St. Lucia 
at the ECCB International Netball Series at the Beausejour Indoor Facility in Gros Islet, St. Lucia, 
on Sunday, September 22, 2024. 

Great start for Antiguan 
netballers in St. Lucia
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