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A&B NAMES FIVE-
MEMBER TEAM FOR 

PARIS OLYMPICS

The athletes representing Antigua and Barbuda in this year’s Olympic Games are: Tiger Tyson (top left), Joella Lloyd (bottom left), 
Ellie Shaw (centre), Jadon Wuilliez (top right), and Cejhae Greene (bottom right). Story on page 2.
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Team Antigua and Bar-
buda for Paris Olympic 
Games - Under the theme 
Team Antigua Barbuda

The Antigua and Barbuda 
National Olympic Committee 
(ABNOC) presents the Paris 
Olympic Team, comprising 
five exceptional athletes, who 
have qualified to represent 
the nation at the upcoming 
2024 Olympic Games in Par-
is, France, scheduled to take 

place from the 26th of July to 
the 11th of August.

In the domain of Athlet-
ics, the talented athletes who 
have demonstrated outstand-
ing dedication and skill are;

1. Joella Lloyd - Joel-
la has successfully met the 
qualifying time of 11.06 in 
the female 100m event, set-
ting a new National Record 
and becoming the second fe-
male athlete in Antigua and 

Barbuda’s history to meet 
the Olympic qualifying stan-
dards.

2. Cejhae Greene - Cejhae 
has impressively achieved 
the qualifying standard time 
of 10.00 in the Male 100m 
event, securing his partic-
ipation in his 3rd Olympic 
Games. It is with great plea-
sure that we announce Cejhae 
Greene as the Flagbearer for 
the 2024 Paris Games.

The athletics events 
will take place from 1st  – 
11th August 2024

Diving into the realm of 
Sailing, is Tiger Tyson repre-
senting Antigua and Barbu-
da in Kiteboarding. Tiger’s 
awe-inspiring skills have 
earned him a spot among the 
top twenty in the world, with 
strong prospects of clinching 
a medal at the Paris Olym-
pics. Tiger’s qualification 
stemmed from his remark-
able performance, securing 
second place at the 2023 
PANAM Games in Santia-
go, Chile, marking his debut 
Olympic appearance.

The Sailing, Kite Board-
ing events will take place 
from 4th – 9th August 2024

Furthermore, there are 
two promising young ath-
letes selected for Universal-
ity Places in the 2024 Paris 
Olympics:

Jadon Wuilliez - Jadon 
will showcase his talents in 
the men’s 100m Breaststroke.

Ellie Shaw - The remark-
able 14-year-old Ellie will 
demonstrate her prowess in 
the women’s 100m Breast-
stroke.

The Swimming events 
will take place from 27th July 
– 4th August 2024

The national team will 
be under the experienced 
leadership of Joel Rayne, 
who will assume the role of 
Chef de Mission of the del-
egation at the Paris Games, 
complemented by the capa-
ble Mr. Thomas Greenaway 

Antigua and Barbuda names 
5-member team for Paris Olympics

cont’d on pg 3

 

 

 

 REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL SPA 
 
 

The Antigua and Barbuda Airport Authority invites eligible proponents to submit 
Request For Proposals (RFP) for Concession opportunities at the New V.C. Bird 
International Airport Terminal. 
 
RFPs for the following can be collected at the address below as of Monday 1st July 
2024 with a payment of fifty ($50.00) US dollars non-refundable fee.  Payment shall 
be cash, bank draft, or wire transfer. 
 

Departure Lounge Spa: 
 

• Airport Spa (1 unit) 
 

 
 
RFPs must be deposited in the RFP box at the address below. 
 

Closing Date for RFP:    Friday 30th September, 2024  

Finance & Accounting Department 
Antigua & Barbuda Airport Authority 

V.C. Bird International Airport 
Coolidge 

St. George’s 
Antigua and Barbuda 

 



FRIDAY 12TH JULY 2024

PAGE 3Local News

as Team Manager. The team 
will be supported by a Chap-
erone, Ms. Karen Joseph. A 
team official is in place for 
each sporting discipline, Mi-
chael Tyson, Team Official 
for Sailing, Mr. Jamille Nel-
son for Athletics, and Nel-
son Molino-Fojo along with 
a team doctor, Dr. Philmore 
Benjamin, and physiothera-
pist, Keston Daley to ensure 
the well-being and optimal 
performance of our athletes.

The ABNOC President, 
Hon. E. P. Chet Greene, and 
Secretary General, Mr. Cliff 
Williams will attend the IOC 
Congress, on 24th July as well 
as the Games. Prime Minister, 
Hon. Gaston Browne will 
also be in attendance. 

To prepare for the Games, 
athletes in the disciplines of 
Swimming and Athletics will 
arrive two weeks ahead of 
their competitions to partici-
pate in the prestigious train-
ing camp hosted by Paman 
Sports. This camp, dedicated 
to athletes from the Ameri-
cas, aims to provide profes-

sional training facilities and 
an opportunity for acclimati-
zation in anticipation of the 
forthcoming challenges.

In the meantime, the AB-
NOC takes this opportunity 
to release, Team Antigua Bar-
buda leisure wear and track-
suit. The attire was designed 
using the colors of the nation-
al flag, highlighted by the sun 
of the flag. The athletes will 
compete in the Adidas com-
petition wear provided by the 
Olympic Solidarity uniform 
program as well as addition-
al Adidas leisure and podium 
wear.   

The Antigua and Barbuda 
Olympic Association takes 
this opportunity to thank the 
Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda for their contribu-
tion to the preparation and 
participation of team Antigua 
Barbuda in the Paris 2024 
Olympic Games.

Let’s rally behind Team 
Antigua Barbuda with our 
full support, cheering them 
on as they boldly compete 
with honor, dignity, and na-
tional pride at the Paris 2024 

Olympics. Follow our jour-
ney and share your support 
on our social media platforms 

as we pursue excellence on 
the global stage.Go Team An-
tigua Barbuda!

cont’d from pg 2
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Discussions are taking 
place between the govern-
ment, a representative of one 
taxi association and a devel-
oper who wants to introduce 
new technologies that will 
result in a boost to taxi opera-
tions in the country.

This past Wednesday, 
discussions were held at the 
Cabinet level with all the par-
ties involved.

Information Minister 
Melford Nicholas gave de-
tails of the discussions at 
the Cabinet that were led by 
a business consultant who 

represents a company that 
plans to introduce an app that 
would operate along similar 
lines as Uber and Lyft in the 
United States.

“The consultant rep-
resents a company that has 
now been duly registered in 
Antigua and Barbuda that 
seeks to create a platform for 
online access to the various 
taxi associations and taxi op-
erators. The leader of one taxi 
association made the case 
that in a number of instances 
single female patrons of taxis 
have a concern about safety, 

and that was pointed out,” he 
outlined.

He revealed that the plan 
is firstly to place taxi busi-
nesses online so that they can 
be reached virtually and be 
equipped to handle electronic 
transactions etc. Additionally, 
there will be capabilities to do 
tracking of the vehicles for 
safety and other reasons.

According to the infor-
mation minister the services 
will be restricted to taxi driv-
ers only through their associ-
ations to eliminate the prac-
tice of ‘scab’ or unauthorized 

individuals who use privately 
registered or other vehicles to 
conduct taxi operations. 

Much unlike Uber and 
other driver-services provid-
ed by way of appointments 
and computer apps, the new 
operators will only employ 
licensed taxi drivers and li-
censed taxicabs to fulfil the 
requests for driver-services.

A database of those driv-
ers and cars will be compiled, 
and single females especial-
ly, who travel to Antigua and  
Barbuda and wish to achieve 
higher levels of security, will 
be the primary market which 
the new service intends to 
capture.

The taxi-drivers will re-
ceive the full amount of the 
costed service while the com-
pany will exact a small sur-
charge which it will add to 
the pre-determined price.

The firm is registered 
with the Intellectual Proper-
ty Office as a limited liability 
company (L.L.C.).

The Cabinet was given 
the assurance that the new 
service will not diminish the 
taxi-drivers’ incomes, but 
rather supplement the same.

Local News
Efforts are afoot to introduce new 
technologies to help taxi operators

Information Minister Melford 
Nicholas
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The member states of the United 
Nations have reached agreement for 
the adoption and use of a Multi-Di-
mensional Vulnerability Index (MVI) 
following an exhaustive process of 
final deliberations over the past few 
days and nearly three years of unstint-
ing work led by Antigua and Barbuda 
in making the pioneering initiative a 
reality.

The final document is from a crit-
ical UN process known as “Silence 
Procedure”, during which member 
states have the opportunity to raise 
objections or dispute positions from 
the final negotiated text. Silence on 
the MVI was unopposed, signifying 
full and unanimous endorsement by 

all UN member states.
This historic initiative marks a 

momentous milestone for Small Is-

land Developing States (SIDS), who 
have championed the need for an 

Historic agreement reached in the 
creation and use of a multi-dimensional 
vulnerability index by UN member states

Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister the Hon. Gaston Browne with co-chair of the High 
Level Panel on the MVI, Ms Erna Solberg, during a meeting at the United Nations in 
New York. (File Photo) 

cont’d on pg 6
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MVI for over thirty-years.  
SIDS fought tirelessly for 
an MVI in order to access 
crucial development sup-
port, including concession-
ary financing as traditional 
means of measuring eco-
nomic needs have repeat-
edly failed to consider their 
unique vulnerabilities.

The agreement reached 
on the MVI is a notable and 
proud achievement for An-
tigua and Barbuda’s Prime 
Minister, the Hon. Gaston 
Browne who was appointed 
as co-chair of a High-Lev-
el Panel on the MVI by the 
President of the General 
Assembly in 2021, along 
with the former Prime Min-
ister of Norway, Erna Sol-
berg.

“The MVI is a 
game-changer for SIDS. It 
significantly enhances our 
ability to recover from ex-
ternal shocks by using sci-
entific and accurate data 
to demonstrate to lenders, 
financial institutions, and 
the global community our 
unique vulnerabilities as 
SIDS,” Prime Minister 
Browne stated.

He added, “We need not 
look any further than Hur-
ricane Beryl as an alarm-
ing example of the threats 
facing our people and our 
fragile economies, under-
scoring the undeniable ur-
gency and necessity of the 
MVI.”

Prime Minister Browne 
also lavished praise on the 
staff at the Antigua and 
Barbuda Mission in New 
York for their unwaver-
ing diligence and steadfast 

commitment throughout 
the entire process. 

“I wish to single out 
Ambassador Webson, who 
was appointed as Co-fa-
cilitator of the intergov-
ernmental negotiations of 
the MVI, for his sterling 
leadership, along with the 
Ambassador of Portugal. 
Also, Deputy Permanent 
Representative, Tumasie 
Blair for his tenacity and 
expert guidance during the 
three years of the negoti-
ating process to ensure we 
achieve consensus from 
stakeholders, in particular 
UN member states and the 
international financial in-
stitutions,” Prime Minister 
Browne added.

“I take the opportunity 
to commend my co-chair 
Ms. Erna Solberg, former 
Prime Minister of Norway 

and the other members of 
the UN expert panel that 
presided over the develop-
ment of the MVI, which 
will complement GNI per 
capita in determining a 
country’s eligibility for 
concessional funding,” he 
added.   

Agreement on the MVI 
promises to usher in a new 
era of renewed commit-
ment to equitable and tai-
lored support for SIDS and 
other vulnerable groups of 
countries, paving the way 
for more resilient econo-
mies and their overall sus-
tainable development.

The MVI was a prom-
inent agenda item during 
SIDS4 in Antigua and Bar-
buda and received wide po-
litical support at the Con-
ference. 

Consequently, the MVI 

is a key feature in the An-
tigua and Barbuda Agenda 
for SIDS (ABAS).

The UN General As-
sembly (UNGA) within 
the next few weeks will 
formally approve the MVI 
resolution by adoption, 
making way for the gover-
nance structure and funding 
arrangements for the man-
agement and upkeep of the 
MVI to be adopted. 

Ambassador Webson 
informs that the next step 
after adoption of the MVI 
by the UNGA will be the 
introduction of a process 
of implementation by the 
UN Development System, 
global development part-
ners and a phased approach 
of implementing the MVI 
by the international finan-
cial institutions and region-
al development banks.  

PM, Blair, ambassador:  Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister the Hon. Gaston Browne being 
supported at the SIDS4 Conference by Deputy Permanent Representative of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Mission in New York Tumasie Blair with Permanent Representative Ambassador Walton 
Webson seated in the immediate background. (Photo courtesy Wayne Mariette) 

cont’d from pg 5
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The just-concluded 5IR 
Generative Artificial Intelli-
gence Research Conference 
hosted by the University of 
the West Indies Five Islands 
Campus, has done much 
to ‘raise the brand’ of the 
newest university within the 
UWI system.

That’s the assessment 
coming from the Principal 
of the UWI FIC, Profes-
sor C. Justin Robinson in 
speaking with Pointe Xpress 
newspaper at the end of the 
three-day conference.

He noted that the con-
ference provided many op-
portunities for collabora-
tions with other universities, 
international agencies and 
even with members of the 
Antigua and Barbuda dias-
pora who have shown an in-
terest in contributing direct-
ly to the continued growth 
of the university.

“It’s for us now as a 
campus, to execute and to 
capitalize on the opportu-
nities. We have a fantastic 
opportunity to do so as this 
conference has raised our 
brand; it’s giving us new 
opportunities and its up to 
us now to close the deal,” he 
stated.

Prof. Robinson noted 
that while it was not planned 
originally, the mood com-
ing out of the conference 
was such that the universi-
ty must stage the event next 
year but in doing so making 
it more targeted.

One thing is clear he 
added, is that AI is a broad 

area of study so empha-
sis will be placed on key 
themes that are of interest 
to the region; such as edu-
cation, smart cities, carbon 
capture, AI in healthcare to 
name a few.

“Coming out of this, we 
are also establishing some 

working groups and we are 
going to keep in touch with 
the players and produce 
some policy documents 
that we can share with our 
governments, with our pri-
vate sector and stakeholders 
across the society. So, com-
ing out of the conference 

we will set up these work-
ing ‘action’ groups to put 
‘action’ into the ideas and 
to keep them going,” he de-
clared.

In future conferences, 
Prof. Robinson said he 
wants to see more involve-

UWI FIC Principal: This week’s AI 
Conference has ‘raised our brand’ 

cont’d on pg 8
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ment of the local private sector, al-
though he noted that for this the inau-
gural conference, many local private 
sector partners did come on board. 

“One of the critical outcomes we 

want from this conference is that not 
only certain kinds of businesses see AI 
as for them; Antigua is a small place 
and one of the advantages of being 
small is that you can make something 
‘national’ very easy. So there are op-

portunities for AI big, small, medium 
size businesses and in a range of sec-
tors,” he explained.

He also thanked the government 
for its support not just for the AI con-
ference but in many other areas.

 
A whole new dining experience awaits you.

 Call us at 562-5724 | Whatsapp 736-7165

Professor C. Justin Robinson, left, speaks with Aziz 
Hadeed CBE.

cont’d from pg 7
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At the recent Artificial 
Intelligence Research con-
ference hosted by the Uni-
versity of the West Indies 
Five Islands Campus, Min-
ister E.P. Chet Greene deliv-
ered an insightful speech on 
the pivotal role of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in enhanc-
ing sustainable agriculture 
and food security in Small 
Island Developing States 
(SIDS). 

His address highlighted 
the transformative potential 
of AI within the framework 
of the Fifth Industrial Revo-
lution (5IR), which empha-
sizes human-machine col-
laboration for sustainable 
growth.

Minister Greene em-
phasized AI-driven preci-
sion agriculture as a critical 
tool for optimizing farming 
practices in SIDS. “In re-
gions with limited arable 
land and high vulnerability 

to climate change, AI can be 
a game-changer,” he noted. 
AI uses data analytics, ma-
chine learning, and IoT de-
vices to enhance resource 
optimization. AI can ana-
lyze data from soil sensors, 
weather forecasts, and crop 
health monitors to optimize 
water usage, fertilizer ap-
plication, and pest control, 
minimizing waste and envi-
ronmental impact.

Moreover, AI’s ability 
to predict crop yields ac-
curately allows farmers to 
plan better and reduce food 
wastage. “Early detection of 
crop diseases and pest infes-
tations through AI-powered 
drones and image recogni-
tion software can signifi-
cantly reduce crop losses,” 
Greene added.

Given the susceptibility 
of SIDS to climate change 
impacts such as sea-level 
rise and extreme weather 

events, AI’s role in enhanc-
ing climate resilience is 
crucial. Greene stated, “AI 
can improve climate models 
to predict weather patterns 
more accurately, helping 
farmers prepare for adverse 
conditions.” AI systems 
can recommend adaptive 
farming techniques based 
on real-time environmen-
tal data, such as altering 
planting dates or selecting 
climate-resilient crop vari-

eties.
AI also facilitates rapid 

response and recovery ef-
forts after natural disasters 
by analyzing satellite imag-
ery and other data sources to 
assess damage and prioritize 
assistance. This capability is 
vital for SIDS, where natu-
ral disasters can have devas-
tating effects on agriculture 
and food security.

The fragmentation and 
inefficiency of agricultur-
al supply chains in SIDS 
lead to food losses and 
high costs. Minister Greene 
highlighted AI’s potential 
to streamline these supply 
chains. “AI algorithms can 
predict consumer demand 
trends, enabling better in-
ventory management and 
reducing overproduction,” 
he explained. AI can opti-
mize transportation routes 
and schedules, minimizing 
delays and reducing the car-
bon footprint of food distri-
bution.

AI in Sustainable Agriculture: 
Insights from Minister E.P. Chet 
Greene at the UWI Conference

Agriculture Minister E.P. Chet Greene 
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The National Festivals 

Commission on Thursday 
announced that it has secured 
sponsorship for both the Ju-
nior Calypso Competition 
and the Junior Party Monarch 
competition, two of the pro-
grammes that are viewed as 
the breeding ground for the 
future calypso and soca art-
ists.

Junior Minister in the 
Ministry of Creative Indus-
tries, Senator Shenella Govia 
has announced that the ACB 
Caribbean has signed on as 
sponsons of the Junior Party 
Monarch Competition slated 
for July 25 while the Univer-
sity of the West Indies Five 
Islands Campus will sponsor 
the Junior Calypso Monarch 
on July 28.

Senator Govia, was 
joined by the chairman of 
the Sub-Committee, Rudolph 
Davis, who revealed that 
there are sixteen soca artists 
registered to participate in 
the competition. There are 
sixteen competitors in the 
Groovy segment and six in 
the Jumpy segment.

For the Junior Calypso 
Monarch there are seventeen 
competitors overall; eleven in 
the 5-12 years and six in the 
13-19 years categories.

In separate signing cere-
monies, the ACB Caribbean 
representative, was Senior 
Manager of Marketing, Ma-
ria Laurent, who spoke of 
the financial institution’s 
commitment to help with the 
growth and development of 

the young soca artists of the 
country as the show provides 
such a springboard.

Representing the UWI 
FIC, Principal, Prof. C. Justin 
Robinson said the university 
is happy to partner with the 
Festivals Commission to de-
velop and nurture the cultural 
expressions of Antigua and 
Barbuda and the region. 

He described the univer-
sity as ‘a centre for culture 
and expression’ and that it is 
now part of the cultural fabric 
of Antigua and Barbuda.

Sen Govia expressed 
thanks and appreciation to 
both ACB Caribbean and the 
UWI FIC for their continued 
partnership with the Com-
mission in the ongoing ef-
forts to develop the talent and 
skills of the nation’s budding 
artists. 

She also encouraged the 
young competitors to grasp 
the opportunity to hone their 
skills in whichever of the two 
junior competitions they reg-
istered as these are often the 
pathways tp rewarding ca-
reers in the future.

Festivals Commission announces new sponsorships
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ABI Insurance is proud to 
announce the donation of a new 
refrigerator to the Royal Police 
Force of Antigua and Barbuda. 
This contribution is part of ABI 
Insurance’s ongoing commitment 
to supporting local institutions and 
enhancing community well-being.

The donation took place at the 
Police Headquarters, wherer ep-
resentatives from ABI Insurance 
presented the fridge to senior po-
lice officials. The new appliance 
will be used to improve the fa-
cilities available to the dedicated 
officers who serve and protect the 
community.

“We are honored to support 
the Royal Police Force of Antigua 

and Barbuda with this donation,” 
said Michael Riley, Claims Repre-
sentative at ABI Insurance. “Our 
police force plays a crucial role in 
maintaining safety and order, and 
we are committed to contributing 
to their comfort and efficiency in 
any way we can.”

The Royal Police Forceex-
pressed their gratitude for the gen-
erous donation, highlighting the 
importance of community part-
nerships in enhancing their opera-
tions and officer well-being.

ABI Insurance looksf orward 
toc ontinuing its support for es-
sential community services and 
fostering strong relationships with 
local institutions.

ABI Insurance donates to the Royal 
Police Force of Antigua and Barbuda
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By Sir Ronald Sanders
Everyone’s heart should 

cry out for the people of 
Union Island, Carriacou, 
St. Vincent, Grenada, parts 
of Jamaica, St. Lucia, and 
the fisherfolk of Barbados, 
all of whom suffered great-
ly under Hurricane Beryl’s 
severe blow. On Union Is-
land and Carriacou, the de-
struction was particularly 
vicious, leaving residents 
lost and helpless, with their 
homes and livelihoods de-
stroyed.

It is crucial for every 
government worldwide to 
recognize that these suf-
fering individuals are not 
the architects of their mis-
fortune. The root cause is 
climate change, driven by 
governments that continue 
to emit massive amounts of 
greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere. These emis-
sions have created and per-
petuate the conditions for 
climate change, including 
the extreme warming of the 
seas. In other words, the 
people suffering in these 
five Caribbean countries are 
victims of a crisis created by 
others.

It is akin to having 
their cars parked safely in 
their garages, only for huge 
trucks, belonging to strang-
ers, to intrude and crush 
them. In such circumstanc-
es, the law should mandate 
adequate compensation. 
However, international law, 
including international hu-
manitarian law, has yet to 
be designed to provide such 

compensation.
Continuing with the 

analogy, individuals whose 
cars are damaged by the 
reckless behaviour of a third 
party may be able to secure 
benefits if their property is 
insured. However, two es-
sential points must be con-
sidered. First, no insurance 
company will insure any 
property that is repeatedly 
damaged under similar cir-
cumstances. Second, with 
each claim, insurance pre-
miums escalate, putting 
such insurance beyond the 
reach of affected individ-
uals. As a result, small and 
medium-sized businesses 
find it difficult, if not im-
possible, to rebuild, leading 
to unemployment, expanded 
poverty, and intense hard-
ship for vulnerable groups 
such as single parents and 
their children. Furthermore, 
government revenues are 
reduced due to lower tax 
and fee payments at a time 
when expenditures increase 
to cope with displaced per-
sons and the rebuilding of 
both physical and social in-
frastructure.

An Associated Press re-
port in the New York Times 
on July 11, 2024, indicates 
that insurers are signifi-
cantly raising rates in re-
sponse to Hurricane Beryl. 
This development follows 
a six-year trend of steadily 
increasing insurance pre-
miums as companies face 
enormous risks from cli-
mate change. According to 
the New York Times article, 

effective homeowner insur-
ance rates surged by double 
digits for most insurance 
companies in 2023. If the 
impacts of climate change 
continue to escalate, it will 
become increasingly diffi-
cult for homeowners and 
businesses to maintain in-
surance or rebuild after di-
sasters.

Hurricane Beryl has also 
created “climate refugees” 
in the Caribbean again. 
Many affected individuals 
have been forced to evac-
uate to other parts of their 
respective unitary states, re-
quiring their upkeep by gov-
ernments whose resources 
are already stretched. Sim-
ilar situations occurred in 
Antigua and Barbuda in 
2017 with Hurricane Irma 
and in the Bahamas in 2019 

with Hurricane Dorian.
Antigua and Barbuda 

and the Bahamas, with lim-
ited help from international 
institutions and no struc-
tured response from major 
polluting countries, had to 
manage burdensome situ-
ations as best they could, 
including by seeking assis-
tance from a few willing 
friendly nations. Similarly, 
the Caribbean countries im-
pacted by Beryl will need 
to be creative in coping 
with the considerable chal-
lenges they face. They will 
also desperately try to avoid 
last-resort borrowing from 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), whose policy-
makers impose harsh lend-
ing conditions.

The governments of 

Lessons from Hurricane Beryl

Sir Ronald Sanders

cont’d on pg 16
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The Guyana Elections 
Commission (GECOM) 
said it has no authority to re-
move Dr Asha Kissoon from 
the National Assembly.

GECOM issued its state-
ment in response to a letter 
published in Stabroek News, 
which queried why the com-
mission had not moved to 
remove Kissoon from par-
liament after she declined to 
resign as per the agreement 
among her coalition’s three 
parties.

“In light of the most 
recent newspaper publica-
tion, it must be categorical-
ly stated that GECOM has 
absolutely no authority to 
remove Dr Asha Kissoon 
from the National Assembly. 
Article 156 of the Constitu-
tion of Guyana stipulates the 
conditions under which a 
Member of Parliament can 
be removed from the Na-
tional Assembly and there is 

clearly no role for GECOM 
in this regard,” GECOM 
said.

“In view of the fore-
going, it is necessary for 
GECOM to inform the pub-
lic that the matter is actively 
being discussed at the level 
of the Commission and the 
outcome will be publicized 
upon conclusion of the dis-

cussions.”
Kissoon,   The New 

Movement Party (TNM) 
leader, was due to resign 
from parliament last No-
vember after serving 91 
days.

In March, the A New and 
United Guyana (ANUG) ac-
cused Kissoon, who is also 
the deputy speaker of parlia-

ment, of refusing to give up 
the seat so their representa-
tive could enter parliament.

ANUG said Kissoon had 
promised to give up the seat 
by February 29, 2024.

The party called Kissoon 
an “imposter” and said she 
is acting “against the will of 
the electorate as a result of 
her breach of trust”.

countries that are major contributors 
to climate change are keen to keep all 
discussions related to climate financ-
ing, including compensation for loss 
and damage, within the confines of 
the annual Conference of the Parties 
(COP). 

However, developing countries, 
especially those in vulnerable areas 
such as the Caribbean and Central 
America, have been disappointed with 
the outcomes of COP meetings, where 
delivery often falls short of the pledg-
es made. This includes the capitaliza-
tion and operationalization of the “loss 
and damage fund” finally agreed upon 
at COP 28.

Consequently, developing coun-
tries, including small island states, 
have had to turn to international law to 
try to curb climate change and its im-
pacts and to seek redress for the losses 
and damage they suffer. 

Chile and Colombia, for exam-
ple, have sought an advisory opinion 
on “Climate Emergency and Human 
Rights” from the Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights. 

Additionally, the Commission of 
Small Island States has secured an ad-
visory opinion from the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, which 
warns that human-induced increases 
in the planet’s temperature, including 
its oceans, directly impact the occur-

rence of more extreme and recurrent 
natural disasters.

Further, at the initiative of Vanu-
atu, the United Nations General As-
sembly adopted a landmark resolution 
on March 29, 2023, requesting the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) to 
issue an advisory opinion on States’ 
obligations regarding climate change 
under international law. 

This request aims to clarify the re-
sponsibilities of States to protect the 
climate system from anthropogenic 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for 
both present and future generations. 
The ICJ has granted this hearing, and 
the process is currently underway.

cont’d from pg 14

cont’d on pg 17

GECOM asserts hands tied over 
Asha Kissoon’s parliamentary seat
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Two men were murdered 
on Wednesday in Bermuda.

At a media conference 
following the incident,  Su-
perintendent Sherwin Joseph 
said at 6:05am police were 
called to the crime scene in 
Fort Scaur Hill, Sandy’s Par-
ish.

When officers arrived, 
they found the two young 
men, whose identities were 
not revealed, with what 
appeared to be gunshot 
wounds.

An ambulance took the 
men to the King Edward VII 
Memorial Hospital and they 
died while receiving treat-
ment.

Joseph said forensic ev-
idence “which suggests a 
firearm incident took place” 
were collected from the 
crime scene.

He asked residents of 
the Fort Scaur Hill area with 
CCTV cameras to review 
their footage.

“You may have cap-
tured material, video, photo-
graphs, et cetera, that may be 

able to assist our investiga-
tion,” he said.

Joseph added police are 
following a few leads in the 
matter.

Meanwhile, Deputy po-
lice commissioner Antoine 
Daniels lamented the state 
of crime on the small Brit-
ish Overseas Territory, high-
lighting that seven murders 
were recorded since Bermu-
da Day in May.

He said police will be 
increasing their efforts in the 
lead up to the annual Cup 

Match cricket tournament.
Islanders can expect to 

see more traffic checkpoints 
and increased patrols partic-
ularly in North East Hamil-
ton, Friswells Hill and Sand-
ys communities.

Police will also be tar-
geting known offenders.

Acting Police Commis-
sioner Na’imah Astwood has 
called for islanders to remain 
calm following the murders.

“I understand the fear 
and uncertainty that these 
incidents have brought upon 

all of us. Please know that the 
Bermuda Police Service is 
fully committed to thorough-
ly investigating and bringing 
clarity to the circumstances 
surrounding these incidents.

“I want to reassure you 
that we are working diligent-
ly to ensure the safety and 
security of our community. 
The wellbeing of each and 
every resident of Bermuda 
is of utmost importance to 
us, and we are dedicated to 
provide you with the support 
and protection you rightfully 
deserve.”

Astwood urged island-
ers to be responsible in their 
postings on social media, 
urging against spreading 
false information about the 
crime.

“We must remember that 
premature speculation and 
misinformation can have se-
rious consequences and hin-
der the efforts to provide the 
community with accurate 
information and a thorough 
investigation,” she said.

It is unfortunate that a matter of such 
grave concern to small countries, per-
sistently and severely impacting the lives 
and livelihoods of their people, has be-
come divisive. After all, it is the major 
contributors to climate change, particu-
larly through greenhouse gas emissions, 
whose actions—or lack thereof—repeat-
edly impact areas such as Central America 
and the Caribbean.

There should be a more sympathetic 
and proactive approach to supporting coun-
tries affected by climate change. While 

small islands are the worst affected, larg-
er mainland countries are not immune, as 
Hurricane Beryl has clearly demonstrated. 
The politics of addressing climate change 
must shift towards genuine understanding 
and cooperation. If not, the conditions of 
our planet will progressively worsen, leav-
ing a trail of decimated countries in their 
wake – one after the other.

(The writer is Antigua and Barbu-
da’s Ambassador to the US and the OAS. 
The views expressed are entirely his own. 
Responses and previous commentar-
ies: www.sirronaldsanders.com)

cont’d from pg 16

Bermuda: Police appeal for leads 
after double murder in Sandy’s Parish



FRIDAY 12TH JULY 2024

PAGE 18

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

By Brandon Drenon
Hospitals in the Houston 

area are filling up after Hur-
ricane Beryl left more than 
a million people in the city 
without electricity during a 
deadly heat wave.

The city’s football stadi-
um has been converted into 
a “transitional facility” for 
when hospitals reach capac-
ity, Texas Lieutenant Gover-
nor Dan Patrick said.

“[Hospitals] can’t dis-
charge patients because pa-
tients can’t go home if they 
don’t have power,” Mr Pat-
rick said at a press confer-
ence.

Tens of millions of peo-
ple were under a heat advi-
sory on Thursday, as searing 
temperatures scorch the US 
from California to Texas.

In Texas, a heat advisory 
has been issued in dozens of 
cities.

The threat is amplified 
in the Houston area, where 
temperatures are expected 
to reach 105F (40C), and 
where residents are still re-
covering from the hurricane.

More than two million 
were without power as pow-
erful winds uprooted trees 
and stripped powerlines on 
Monday.

Around 1.3 million peo-
ple in the state still lack 
electricity.

More than 100 cooling 
centres in the Houston area 
have been launched to help 
residents.

There are also reports of 
long rows of cars idling in 
lines at filling stations wait-
ing to refuel - becoming the 
last resort for those without 
indoor air conditioning.

On Wednesday, Mr Pat-
rick called it “a miserable 
situation”.

“It’s pitch black at night” 
and “hot as Hades in the 
day”, he said, adding that 
people have also lost access 
to food that would normally 
be kept cool in a fridge.

Other parts of the US 
are also grappling with an 
ongoing heat wave that is 
expected to last through the 
weekend, including in typ-
ically milder climates like 
Oregon.

Heat advisories have 
been issued for nine states, 

including Texas, Califor-
nia, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, 
Colorado, Wyoming, Mon-
tana, Idaho and Oregon.

In California, officials 
warned of “dangerously hot 
conditions” forecasting tem-
peratures up to 120F (49C) 
in places like Palm Springs, 
lasting until Saturday.

A man in Sacramento 
died in hospital on Sunday 
after being brought from his 
non-air conditioned home, 
on a day when it was 106F 
(41C).

Further north, where 
temperatures are often 
cooler, similar triple-digit 
weather is expected in parts 
of Oregon, officials have 
warned.

Ten people have died 
in the state in connection 

to record-breaking heat, 
although further investiga-
tions are pending to deter-
mine exact causes of death.

More then 280 tempera-
ture records have been bro-
ken in the state this year, 
according to Oregon Public 
Broadcasting.

Climate scientists say 
that average daily tem-
peratures globally have in-
creased, making hotter days 
more likely and more in-
tense.

The cause is often 
linked to human-led climate 
change.

Last year the planet 
reached its hottest recorded 
day four days in a row, ac-
cording to data from the US 
National Centers for Envi-
ronmental Prediction.

Texas hospitals filling up as 
heat and power cuts take toll

A child cools off in a park in Houston in July.
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An Australian soldier and her hus-
band have been arrested and each 
charged with spying for Russia.

Investigators say the couple - both 
Russian-born Australian citizens - ob-
tained Australian Defence Force (ADF) 
material to share with Moscow.

However, Australian police say “no 
significant compromise” of military se-
crets has been identified. It is the first 
time stricter foreign interference laws - 
introduced by Australia in 2018 - have 
been used to lay espionage charges.

Kira Korolev, a 40-year-old army 
private, and her 62-year-old husband 
Igor Korolev will face court in Brisbane 
on Friday, each on one count of prepar-
ing for an espionage offence – which 
carries a maximum 15-year jail sentence.

Australian Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese said he had been “briefed ex-
tensively” by the nation’s security agen-
cies but would not comment on the case 

directly as it is now before the courts.
Australian Federal Police (AFP) 

Commissioner Reece Kershaw said the 
couple had been in Australia for more 
than a decade before the alleged offend-
ing and had both become citizens sever-
al years ago.

Igor worked as a self-employed la-
bourer, and Kira was an information sys-
tems technician in the army, a role for 
which she had obtained a security clear-
ance, police say.

Mr Kershaw alleged she secretly 
travelled to Russia while on leave from 
the ADF, then instructed Igor to access 
her work account and send sensitive ma-
terial so that she could forward it on to 
Russian authorities.

An investigation in to whether any of 
the material was ever delivered to them 
is still underway, Mr Kershaw said, add-
ing that the charges could be upgraded.

Both Mr Kershaw and Australia’s 

spy agency boss Mike Burgess – who 
addressed media together on Friday - de-
clined to answer questions about the na-
ture of the documents or how authorities 
were tipped off about the alleged crimes.

But Mr Burgess said that the ongo-
ing threat of espionage is “real”.

“Multiple countries are seeking to 
steal Australia’s secrets. We cannot be 
naive, and we cannot be complacent.”

“If you are spying in this country, 
we are looking for you. If you are being 
spied on in this country, we are looking 
out for you,” he added.

Mr Kershaw stressed that Austra-
lia’s allies could be “confident” that the 
country would “continue to identify and 
disrupt espionage and foreign interfer-
ence activity”.

In a statement, the ADF said it was 
aware one of its members had been ar-
rested and that it “takes all breaches of 
security seriously”.

It is the first time Australia has used stricter foreign interference laws in this way, police said.

Australian soldier charged 
with spying for Russia
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The visiting Athletic International 
Academy (AIA) of Trinidad and Toba-
go got off to a losing start in the CPT-
SA Wings Summer Invitational Un-
der-13 Championships on Wednesday.

The Trinidadians were beaten 4-2 
by the Greenbay Hoppers in one of 
eight matches on the opening day of 
the nine-a-side completion at the Juliet 

Hadeed (Northcoast) playing field.
Kiran Cordice scored twice, and 

Kavita Cordice and Kharie Lloyd each 
converted once for the Greenbay Hop-
pers.

Khaim Atiba and Jordan Blanc 
each scored once for the Athletic In-
ternational Academy.

But the Greenbay Hoppers were 

held to a 1-1 draw by Urlings. Camer-
on Carr scored for the Greenbay Hop-
pers, and Jordan Murray converted for 
Urlings.

The Urlings Golden Stars were 
beaten 2-0 by Jennings FC, with con-
versions by Stephon Thomas and De-
shawn James.

Bath United of Nevis 
had mixed fortunes on the 
fourth day of the inaugural 
Antigua Cup International 
Youth Football Tournament 
at Buckley’s Primary School 
Playing Field in Buckley’s 
Village.

After making an impres-
sive start to their campaign 
in the Under-15 division 
with a 9-1 drubbing of the 
Young Warriors on Monday, 
Bath United claimed anoth-
er win and lost the second of 
two matches in the one-week 
tournament on Wednesday.

Jaheem Hazel and Lin-
del Abraham each converted 
twice as Bath United romped 
to a 7-0 drubbing of Earth-
quakes in the Under-15 divi-
sion encounter.

The other goals for the 
Nevisians were scored by 
Karese Farrell, Romero Han-
ley, and Nazai’ah Skeete.

But Kemari Brodie 
scored the only goal of the 
match to give the Young 
Warriors a one-nil victory 
against Bath United in an 
Under-13 division encoun-

ter.
The Young Warriors 

were then beaten 4-2 by 
Earthquakes in another Un-
der-13 division encounter.

Ayden Clarke, Keniq 
James, Tishaun Martin, and 
Omari Nacimento each con-
verted once for the Earth-
quakes. Naheem Carbon 
scored both goals for the 
Young Warriors.

Empire also romped 
to a 5-1 victory against the 
Young Warriors in the Un-
der-15 division.

Ajay Barthley and Om-
ari Barnes each converted 
twice, and Roshan Samuel 
scored once for Empire. Na-
heem Carbon scored a con-
solation goal for the Young 
Warriors.

The teams, grouped into 

four age categories, are com-
peting in the Under-10, Un-
der-13, Under-15, and Un-
der-17 age-group categories 
during the tournament from 
July 7-15.

The tournament is being 
hosted by the Young War-
riors Football Club (YWFC) 
and its marketing partner, 
Sports Promotions Interna-
tional (SPI).

Players of Young Warriors (pink jersey) and Lion Hill Cubs compete during the inaugural Antigua 
Cup International Youth Football Tournament at Buckley’s Primary School Playing Field in Buck-
ley’s Village. (Young Warriors FC)

Mixed fortunes for Bath United 
in Antigua Cup tournament

Trinidadian team makes losing 
start at Wings Summer Invitational

cont’d on pg 21
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Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Under-21 national team, the 
Wadadli Pearls, lost their 
last preliminary group en-
counter at the current Amer-
icas Region Qualifiers in 
Guadeloupe for the 2025 
Netball World Youth Cup in 
Gibraltar.

After suffering losses 
in two matches at the Paul 
Chonchon Hall in Pointe-a-
Pitre, Guadeloupe, on Tues-
day night and Wednesday 
morning, the Wadadli Pearls 
lost their final encounter in 
Pool B on Wednesday night 
in the July 7-14 tournament.

Antigua and Barbuda 
suffered another crushing 
defeat, losing 17-66 against 
Trinidad and Tobago in their 
final Group B game.

The Antiguans beat host 
Guadeloupe 50-5 in their 
opening match but were 
trashed 90-10 by Barbados 
in their second encounter 
on Tuesday night, and then 
suffered a narrow 33-32 
loss against St. Maarten on 
Wednesday morning.

Antigua and Barbuda 

will play their final match of 
the tournament when they 
take on the fourth-place fin-
ishers in Group A in a play-
off for seventh place on Sat-
urday at 9 am.

Jamaica made it two 
wins in as many matches in 
Group A after romping to a 
65-16 victory against Cana-
da on Wednesday.

Grenada made a win-
ning start to the nine-team 

tournament by snatching a 
one-point win against Can-
ada, who lost for the second 
time in three matches in 
Group A.

Grenada launched their 
campaign in the tournament 
with their 37-36 victory 
against the Canadians on 
Thursday morning.

Barbados notched up 
their third win in as many 
matches by humiliating 

Guadeloupe by a 109-point 
margin to join Trinidad and 
Tobago as the unbeaten 
leaders of Group B.

Barbados crushed Gua-
deloupe 113-4 in a lopsid-
ed encounter on Thursday 
morning.

The top three finishers 
in the tournament will qual-
ify for the Netball World 
Youth Cup in Gibraltar in 
September next year.

However, Jennings FC suffered 
a 2-1 loss against the Liberta Black-
hawks. Sherwin Martin and Asante 
Warner scored the goals for the Lib-
erta Blackhawks, and David Williams 
converted for Jennings FC.

Cutting Edge FC made a success-
ful start to the tournament, winning 
both opening matches by wide mar-
gins.

Jaariq Roberts struck a hat-trick, 
and striker Allan Henry had a double 

conversion to fire Cutting Edge to a 
9-0 drubbing of CPTSA Wings Sports 
Club.

The other goals for Cutting Edge 
FC were scored by Dekai Hutson, 
Mkazo Lindsay, Ethan Barton, and 
Chase Gardener.

Allan Henry slammed a hat-trick, 
Dekai Hutson scored twice, and Ka-
sheem Marcel converted once to lead 
Cutting Edge FC to a 6-2 victory 
against Gray’s Green. Khalil Lawrence 
scored both goals for Gray’s Green.

Gray’s Green also suffered a nar-
row 3-2 defeat against Pigotts Sports 
Club. Kalique Martin, Jadon Greene, 
and Tevon Henderson each convert-
ed once for Pigotts Sports Club, and 
Khalil Lawrence and Teejay Samuel 
each scored once for Gray’s Green.

Pigotts Sports Club also romped to 
a 5-0 drubbing of the Lion Hill Cubs. 
Tevon Henderson struck a hat-trick, 
Uzziah Zachariah converted once, and 
Calvin Wildman scored an own goal 
for the Pigotts Sports Club.

cont’d from pg 20

The Antigua and Barbuda national Under-21 netball team at the Americas Region Qualifiers in 
Guadeloupe. (File photo)

Antigua and Barbuda suffer third loss 
at Americas Region Netball Qualifiers
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LONDON, July 11 (Reuters) - 
West Indies limped to 79-6 at the 
close on the second day of the first test 
against England at Lord’s on Thurs-
day, trailing their hosts by 171 runs 
and heading for a heavy defeat.

Half-centuries by Joe Root, Harry 
Brook and Jamie Smith lifted England 
to a first-innings total of 371 before 
James Anderson, playing his 188th 
and last test match, bowled Windies 
captain Kraigg Brathwaite with a fine 
delivery that jagged back.

Kirk McKenzie, Mikyle Louis and 
Kavem Hodge fell cheaply and only 
a battling partnership between Alick 
Athanaze and Jason Holder ensured 
the game went into a third day.

Anderson dismissed Athanaze for 
22, however, and Gus Atkinson snared 
Holder for 20 with the final ball of the 
day to leave Joshua Da Silva unbeaten 
on eight.

England had resumed on 189 for 
three in the morning and Brook bat-
ted with attacking intent, reaching his 
12th fifty in 13 tests before getting in 
a tangle over a short ball from Alzarri 
Joseph and skying a catch to wicket-
keeper Da Silva.

Ben Stokes was bowled by Gu-
dakesh Motie for four with a ball that 
spun sharply and struck the England 
captain’s middle stump.

Root eased to his 62nd test fifty 
and looked completely untroubled un-
til just before lunch when Motie pro-
duced another fine turning delivery to 
bowl him for 68.

The 23-year-old Smith, making his 
test debut, shared a 52-run partnership 
with Chris Woakes who was caught at 
square leg off Jayden Seales for 23.

Fast bowler Gus Atkinson, who 
took seven West Indies first-innings 

wickets on his debut, fell first ball to 
Holder and Smith went on the attack, 
hitting two big sixes and eight fours in 
the sunshine to underline his potential.

“We are close to a perfect position. 
We wanted to start the summer strong-
ly and get on the front foot which we 
have done. That wicket from the last 
ball has given us some momentum,” 
Smith told the BBC.

“I’ve always worked towards 
playing for England, so I’m just taking 
it all in. I’ve loved it so far, it is the 
most amazing feeling having the back-
ing of all the team to go out there and 
perform.”

Shoaib Bashir was run out by a 
brilliant throw from Louis and Smith 
became Seales’ fourth victim when 
he holed out to McKenzie on the 
mid-wicket boundary.

Anderson did not face a ball in 
what may be his final test innings after 
receiving another warm ovation from 

the crowd as he walked out to bat.
The 41-year-old started his last 

opening spell with a maiden, however, 
and produced a trademark delivery to 
breach Brathwaite’s defences and get 
England on a roll.

Stokes trapped McKenzie lbw for 
nought to become only the third play-
er to take 200 wickets and score 6,000 
runs in tests after West Indian Garry 
Sobers and South African Jacques 
Kallis.

The skipper also had Louis caught 
by wicketkeeper Smith, Atkinson 
bowled Hodge and Anderson dis-
missed Athanaze, his 703rd test wick-
et, before Atkinson had Holder caught 
by Ollie Pope at short leg to complete 
an excellent day for England.

“We are under pressure, it’s defi-
nitely not an ideal position. It’s just a 
matter of learning from our mistakes, 
and putting this behind us,” Seales 
said.

England’s Joe Root is bowled out by West Indies’ Gudakesh Motie on day two of the 
first Test match between England and West Indies at Lord’s Cricket Ground, London, 
Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP)

England close in on big  
win in Anderson farewell



FRIDAY 12TH JULY 2024

PAGE 23Sports News

After going through 
their paces in an ABFA 
FIFA Member Association 
Referee Course from July 
3-7, match officials were 
feted Sunday night at the 
ABFA Referee Department 
Banquet and Award Cere-
mony held at the John E. St. 
Luce Financial and Confer-
ence Center.

The referees traded their 
uniforms for fineries, and 
the conviviality of the eve-
ning showcased their lighter 
side.

The course was facil-
itated by FIFA Technical 
Instructor Dianne Ferreira 
James and FIFA Fitness In-
structor Rohan Thobourne. 
FIFA Referee Development 
Officer Javier Santos was 
also present.

It was this trio that pre-
sented the awards to the 
match officials who ex-
celled in the course, with 
Patrick Browne taking 
home the goods for achiev-
ing the highest grade on the 
video test.

Portia Davis and Ken 
Pennyfeather were named 
the top female and male 
referees, respectively, while 
teenagers Shaquan Jules 
and Nefertiti Colbourne 
were dubbed future FIFA 
referees alongside Dorian 
Whyte.

In the ABFA Awards, Jay 
Joseph was Most Improved; 
Rookie of the Year, Dorian 
Whyte; All-Star Assistant 
Referee, Nikesha Gage; Fan 

Favourite of the Year, Don-
ald Francis; Junior Assistant 
Referee of the Year, Robert 
Emmanuel; Junior Referee 
of the Year, Shemroy Allie; 
Senior Assistant Referee of 
the Year, Wasnah Barnarde; 
and Senior Referee of the 
Year, Ken Pennyfeather.

The peer awards went 
this way: Donald Francis, 
most likely to make his 
colleagues smile; Shernell 
Burton, most likely to fill in 
at the last minute or be most 
helpful; Wasnah Barnarde, 
Mr. Personality; and Carie-
sa Corbett, Ms. Personali-
ty; and Pennyfeather, most 

likely to give advice.
In his feature address, 

Colonel Telbert Benjamin, 
Chief of Defense Staff of 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Defense Force (ABDF), 
urged the match officials 
to be disciplined and ambi-
tious and to always work as 
a team.

He told the ABFA top 
brass to continue investing 
in the programme, positing 
that it is far more attainable 
for a panel of referees from 
Antigua and Barbuda to 
make it to future World Cup 
games than it is for the Ben-
na Boys to qualify.

On a night where versa-
tility was one of the watch-
words, Corbette entertained 
her colleagues with a dance, 
and the usually tough-as-
nails Head of Refereeing 
Kelesha Antoine was moved 
to tears when the referees 
presented her with a token, 
calling her their leader and 
expressing appreciation for 
her efforts.

During dinner, pannist 
Angel Brotherson thrilled 
the audience with his deft-
ness on beloved ballads. 
Before him, singer Delron 
Frederick got the ball roll-
ing. 

Match officials along with FIFA Fitness Instructor Rohan Thobourne, ABFA Head of Refereeing 
Kelesha Antoine, FIFA Technical Instruction Dianne Ferreira James, and FIFA Referee Develop-
ment Officer Javier Santos. (ABFA)

Match officials end the ABFA 
season in a festive mood
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
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The Old Stagers won 
the All Saints Community 
Football League for the first 
time on Wednesday night.

The Old Stagers came 
from behind to snatch a 3-2 
victory against Police in the 
final at the Mack Pond play-
ing field in All Saints to lift 
the title in the competition 
that was revived this year 
after being dormant for sev-
eral years.

Steven Hughes put 
the Police ahead with a 
five-minute conversion. But 
Old Stagers equalized in the 
24th minute when  Conroy 
“Pengo” Browne  slotted 
home at the back post to 
bring the game level at 1-1.

Police regained their 
lead in the 40th minute via 
a counterattack, which was 
completed by Jean-Pierre 
Williams, who evaded the 
onrushing Old Stagers’ 
goalkeeper and slammed a 
powerful right-footed shot 
into the roof of the net.

But the Old Stagers 
managed to draw level for 
the second time in the match 
when Juwan Roberts scored 
the equalizer from close 
range in the 57th minute.

Defender Jamal Stevens 
scored with a strike from 
close range to snatch the 
winner for Old Stagers in 
the 61st minute.

El Hombre won third 
place in the league by de-
fault after 5 Star Kitchen 
failed to show up for the 
playoff, which would have 
preceded the final.

The league, which was 
contested by 12 teams, 

concluded with a brief 
award ceremony. Shafeeq 
Joseph of Fundamentals 
claimed the Steve “Natto” 
Hurst Most Valuable Player 
(MVP) of the tournament 
award.

All Saints United’s Mi-
chael Stowe also claimed 
an MVP Award. El Hom-
bre’s Meyer Bailey won 
the Golden Glove or Best 
Goalkeeper Award, and his 

teammate Roneba Cordice 
captured the Best Defender 
Award.

Stoneville’s Joshua 
Samuel claimed the Gold-
en Boot or Top Goalscorer 
Award.

This year’s All Saints 
Community Football 
League was organized by 
Lemuel Ralph, Wayne Phil-
lip, and Nick “Warmee” 
Fenton.

Old Stagers win 
All Saints League


