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CABINET TO VISIT SIDS4 
VENUE FOR ‘STATE OF 
READINESS REPORT’

Prime Minister Gaston Browne exchanges pleasantries with Chinese President Xi Jinping ahead of their meeting on January 24, 
2024, in Beijing. The agreement paving the way for visa-free entry that Antigua and Barbuda and the People’s Republic of China signed 
earlier this year is now fully operational. Photo: Office of the Prime Minister. Story on page 4.
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With a little more than a week to 
go before the start of the Fourth Con-
ference of Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS4) here in Antigua and 
Barbuda, the Cabinet has announced 
that it wants a ‘state of readiness re-
port’ by next Wednesday…and it 
wants it ‘in person’.

Chief of Staff in the Office of the 
Prime Minister, Ambassador Lionel 
Max Hurst said the Cabinet received 
a report from the minister under 
whose portfolio the planning of the 
event falls, Foreign Minister E.P Chet 
Greene.

That report was both in written and 
verbal format, despite this however, 
Hurst reported that the Cabinet intends 
to conduct a site visit next Wednesday 
during which it will hear reports di-
rectly from those involved in the plan-
ning of all key aspects of this major 
international conference.

“The Cabinet itself will take a trip 
to the venue, the newly constructed 
conference hall at the American Uni-
versity of Antigua near Jabberwock, 
one day next week in order to be satis-
fied that everything is in place. There 

will be a report issued following that 
visit,” Hurst stated.

Hurst also reported that based on 
bookings, there are close to four thou-
sand delegates likely to attend the May 
27-30 conference, including several 
senior governmental officials such as 
presidents and prime ministers as well 
as representatives from the organizing 
body, the United Nations.

This will be the largest conference 
that Antigua and Barbuda has ever 
hosted and the government is therefore 
particularly keen to ensure that every 
aspect of the conference preparation is 
completed in time for the event there-
by ensuring its success.

Meanwhile, AUA is assuring the 
government and Antigua and Barbu-
da in general that everything will be 
ready in time for the conference as the 
work to have the interior of the confer-
ence centre completed within a matter 
of days.

AUA’s Vice President for Admin-
istration, Vernon Solomon, disclosed 
that his team has been joined by sev-
eral other groups to put the finishing 
touches to the completion. “I feel com-
fortable in saying that we are ready on 
the inside. There are still a few things 
that need to be done, but by and large 
everything is ready. The A/C is work-
ing, the television monitors have been 
installed, the lighting, the sound-booth, 
the WiFi, all are ready,” he declared.

Solomon is also promising that the 
landscaping of the venue will also be 
ready as teams have intensified their 
efforts to get everything done on time.

He acknowledged the construction 
work has had some impact on the reg-
ular operations of the university but 
they have appealed to the student body 
to exercise some patience because of 
the significance of the event.

Cabinet to visit SIDS4 venue 
for ‘state of readiness report’

Chief of Staff in the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Ambassador Lionel Max Hurst
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Registrar of the High Court of Justice for the Resealing of the Grant of Probate of 
the Estate of David Vernon Hill, late of 18 Kingston Lane West Drayton Middx 
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Wales, Principal Registry of the Family Division Court at HMCTS Probate, P.O. 
Box 12625, Harlow, CM20 9QE, O300 303 0648, on the day of 7th December, 
2022.  

Dated the 16th day of May, 2024 

Cosbert Cumberbatch 
Cumberbatch & Associates 

Attorney-at-Law for Executrices 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Filed by Cumberbatch & Associates, Attorneys-at-Law, whose address for service is Long Street, St. John’s, Antigua. Tel 1 (268) 562 -
5372, Email: ccumberbatch@candw.ag.  

The UWI Institute of In-
ternational Relations’ (IIR) 
Diplomatic Academy of the 
Caribbean (DAOC) will 
host a timely hybrid sym-
posium, themed “SIDS4 
and the Caribbean’s Diplo-
matic Agenda: Quo Vadis?” 

The symposium calls 
attention to and previews 
the upcoming Fourth In-
ternational Conference on 
Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS4), focusing 
on the Caribbean’s associ-
ated interests.

Antigua and Barbuda 
will host SIDS4, which is 
informed by United Nations 
(UN)-anchored multilater-
alism, from May 27 to 30, 
2024. SIDS4 will bring to-
gether a cross-section of the 
international community 
to consider progress in the 
sustainable development of 
SIDS which, among others, 
comprise Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM) mem-
ber states. Importantly, this 
high-level Conference will 
afford delegations an op-
portunity to chart the way 
forward for the SIDS-relat-
ed multilateral programme 
of action for the next 10 
years.

The symposium—one 
of a series of activities un-
derway this month to com-
memorate the 10th anniver-
sary of The DAOC, which 
was established on May 
6, 2014—is presented by 
The DAOC in partnership 
with the Australian High 
Commission and Embassy 

of the French Republic to 
the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago. It will feature 
perspectives from a distin-
guished panel of interna-
tional experts and officials, 
as follows (in order of pre-
sentations):

H.E. Dr. Walton A. 
Webson, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary, Permanent Rep-
resentative of Antigua and 
Barbuda to the United Na-
tions.

H.E. Fatumana-
va-o-Upolu III Dr Pa’olelei 
Luteru, Chair of the Alli-
ance of Small Island States 
(AOSIS).

Mr. Sainivalati S. Navo-
ti, Chief of the SIDS Unit, 
UN Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs.

 Ms. Amrikha Singh, 
Programme Manager, Sus-
tainable Development, Ca-
ribbean Community Secre-
tariat.

Ms. Diane Quarless, 
Director, UN Econom-
ic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbe-
an (ECLAC) Subregional 
Headquarters for the Carib-
bean.

Dr. Matthew L. Bishop, 
Senior Lecturer, Politics 
and International Relations 

Department, University of 
Sheffield. (Discussant).

Acting IIR Director Dr. 
Annita Montoute will de-
liver welcome remarks at 
the event and Dr. Nand C. 
Bardouille, DAOC Manag-
er, will serve as Chair of the 
proceedings and moderator 
of the panel discussion.

H.E. Didier Chabert, 
Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic to 

the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago, will deliver 
remarks at the top of the 
programme. Ambassador 
Chabert will set out the 
French perspective in re-
spect of SIDS4. H.E. Sonya 
Koppe, High Commission-
er of the Commonwealth of 
Australia to the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago, will 
follow with remarks of her 
own. High Commission-
er Koppe will outline the 
Australian perspective on 
thematic issues germane to 
SIDS4.

The symposium will 
deliberate on the respective 
panelists’ perspectives, as 
highlighted in the event’s 
agenda.

UWI Diplomatic Academy spotlights 
high-level SIDS Conference
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The agreement paving 
the way for visa-free entry 
that Antigua and Barbuda and 
the People’s Republic of Chi-
na signed earlier this year is 
now fully operational.

The announcement is 
contained in a statement is-
sued Thursday by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs. 

It said effective 11 May 
2024, citizens of Antigua and 
Barbuda and citizens of the 
People’s Republic of China 
can now enjoy visa-free trav-
el between the two (2) nations 
for stays not exceeding thirty 
(30) days within a period not 
exceeding ninety (90) days in 
any 180-day period. 

“This milestone comes 
after the signing of the Agree-
ment on Mutual Visa Exemp-
tion between The Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda 

and The Government of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

“This visa exemption 
agreement marks a signif-
icant step in deepening the 
friendly relations between 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
China, facilitating increased 
people-to-people exchanges, 
and fostering enhanced co-
operation across various sec-
tors,” the statement reads.

According to the release 
the coming into effect of the 
agreement is expected to 
bring about several benefits, 
advantages, and opportuni-
ties for citizens of both coun-
tries, particularly in terms of 
tourism, business, and cultur-
al exchange pursuits. 

“While citizens holding 
valid diplomatic, official, or 
ordinary passports from both 
countries are now exempted 

from visa requirements for 
tourist visits, it is important 
to note that individuals in-
tending to engage in activi-
ties such as study, residence, 
employment, media activi-
ties, and other non-tourist en-
gagements are still required 
to apply for the appropriate 
visa before travelling,” it con-
tinued.

The People’s Republic of 
China is Antigua and Barbu-
da’s most significant devel-
opment partner, with both 
countries enjoying mutually 
beneficial relations across 
various fronts. China’s sup-
port has been instrumental in 
areas such as multilateral co-
operation, infrastructural de-
velopment, scholarships and 
training, technical assistance, 
climate change mitigation, 
and strategic cooperation. 

The Government of An-
tigua and Barbuda and The 
Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China re-
main committed to fostering 
meaningful and deeper ties 
between their peoples, fur-
ther enhancing mutual de-
velopment, and advancing 
progress as longstanding and 
cherished partners. 

Antigua and Barbuda and China 
operationalize visa-free entry agreement
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The police are continuing inves-
tigations into the alleged murder of 
24-year-old Kevin Vaccannie of Yorks.

Vaccannie was pronounced dead at 
the hospital at 5:25 am on Wednesday, 
May 15, following a shooting incident 
at the Asylum Night Club, formerly 
the G Spot Night Club on Indepen-
dence Avenue. 

The same incident left another 
man nursing a gunshot wound to his 
abdomen at the hospital. His condition 
is said to be stable. 

It was reported that the incident 
stemmed from an altercation at the 
club, which resulted in both men get-
ting shot. The police are in the process 
of interviewing several persons whom 

they believe can assist them with their 
investigations. 

Meanwhile, the police are offering 
a reward of $10,000 to any member 
of the public who can provide useful 

information that will assist in solving 
the recent murders. Anyone with in-
formation can contact the Criminal In-
vestigations Department at 462-3913 
or call the Crimestoppers Hotline at 
800-Tips (8477). 

The police are also asking the pub-
lic not to withhold information that 
can help solve other crimes, and to 
report all suspicious activities without 
delay. The police are further assuring 
the public that all information provid-
ed will be handled confidentially. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact the Criminal Investiga-
tions Department at 462-3913 or call 
Crimestoppers Hotline at 800-Tips 
(8477).

Murder victim identified as police 
offer reward for information

Kevin Vaccannie
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The police are continu-
ing investigations into the 
circumstances surrounding 
the death of 44-year-old 
Daniel Thomas originally of 
Dominica.

His body was discov-
ered around 5:20 am on 
Thursday by a member of 
the public in the vicinity of 
the West Bus Station. 

The police arrived at the 
scene and found him lying 
on the ground in what ap-
peared to be a pool of blood.  
His body was pronounced 
dead by a doctor at 6:05 am.

The incident is being 
treated as a suspicious death 
until a full investigation is 
completed. The police are 
appealing to anyone with in-
formation to call the Crim-
inal Investigations Depart-
ment at 462-3913.

The United States Forest Service 
(USFS), through its Natural Infra-
structure for Caribbean Resilience 
(NICaR) program, will deliver train-
ing in Wildland Fire Investigation for 
stakeholders in Antigua and Barbuda. 

The training, which is a first of 
its kind in the country, will focus on 
Wildland Fire Observations and Or-
igin Scene Protection for First Re-
sponders. The level one course will 
be delivered by USFS Fire Preven-
tion Technician, Dawn Sanchez and 

Wildland Fire Investigation Instruc-
tors from the Jamaica Fire Brigade.

The one-day training will engage 
approximately 50 participants from 
the Royal Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda; Wallings Nature Re-
serve Inc; Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ministry of Health and Environment; 
National Office of Disaster Services; 
Air Traffic Control Department, 
NGOs and other organizations.

During the visit, the team will 
also advance the preparation of a fire 

management plan for Wallings Na-
ture Reserve Inc. as part of the con-
tinued work with the grantee organi-
zation.

These activities will provide 
an opportunity for firefighters 
to be trained as well as increase 
multi-stakeholder engagement with 
other institutions in Antigua and Bar-
buda. Together, this will expand and 
strengthen regional collaborations 
for improved wildland fire manage-
ment.

US Forest Service conducts 
Wildland Fire Investigation 

Training in Antigua and Barbuda

Police investigating death of 
man found at West Bus Station
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A whole new dining experience awaits you.

 Call us at 562-5724 | Whatsapp 736-7165

Members of the public are invit-
ed to submit nominations of suitably 
qualified persons to be considered by 
the Honours Committee in 2024 for 
conferral of one of three societies of 
honour, which are further divided into 
grades and described in the National 
Honours Act as: 

i.	 The Most Distinguished Order 
of the Nation

ii.	 The Most Illustrious Order of 
Merit

iii.	 The Most Precious Order of 
Princely Heritage.

The criteria for selection are pre-
sented below:

1.	 The candidate being nominat-

ed, if an individual, should be 50 years 
of age or older. 

2.	 The nominee having met the 
age requirement in No 1, should also 
satisfy one or more of the following 
characteristics: 

i.	 Should have demonstrated dis-
tinguished service, above and beyond 
the call of duty in his or her field of 
employment/career. 

ii.	 Should be a model or good cit-
izen with proven character, lifestyle, 
work ethics and a habit of using his/
her own resources to the benefit of 
others, 

iii.	 Should have given meritori-
ous service in the field of heritage and 

cultural endeavours for consideration 
to be a member of the Most Precious 
Order of Princely Heritage, or mer-
itorious service in any other field to 
be considered for membership of the 
Most Illustrious Order of Merit or dis-
tinguished/outstanding service to the 
nation in any field to be considered 
for membership of the Most Distin-
guished Order of the Nation.

iv.	 Should have demonstrated 
the ability, over a sustained period, to 
work in the interest of and to give self-
lessly to others without a demand for 
personal or monetary reward.

3.	 A nomination may also be sub-

Call for nominations 
for consideration for 

national honours in 2024

cont’d on pg 9
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mitted for any company, institution, 
organization or social club which has 
rendered outstanding contribution to 
the promotion, development, protec-
tion or  advancement of the arts, histo-
ry or cultural heritage or humanitarian 
endeavours in Antigua and Barbuda. 
Institutional honours are granted in the 
Order of the Most Illustrious Order of 
Merit in the grades of Gold, Silver and 
Bronze. 

4.	 Regarding the guidelines gov-
erning the process of nominations 
and their consideration, the following 
should be noted:

a.	 Previous entries which have 
been submitted without a positive 
response may be re-submitted for 
consideration. Once received, nom-
inations are considered for a period 
of three (3) consecutive years before 
being retired. This does not prevent 

the re-submission of the nomination 
of said individual after that period has 
passed.

b.	 Nominations must be submit-
ted on the form entitled, 'Nomination 
for a National Honour of Antigua and 
Barbuda' providing as much detail as 
possible as to the work, projects or ser-
vice rendered by the individual.

c.	 Tangible evidence such as pho-
tos, statistics, recommendation letters, 
videos or other relevant material may 
be provided with the nomination.

d.	 Self – nominations will not be 
considered.

e.	 All nominations should be ad-
dressed to the:

Secretary
Honours Committee
c/o Government House
Independence Drive
St. John’s, Antigua

Antigua and Barbuda 

The nominator(s) should provide 
the following personal information:

-	 Full Name 
-	 Physical Address
-	 Email Address
-	 Telephone No 
Please specify the contact infor-

mation for the key person who should 
be reached should further information 
be required.

f.	 The final date for nominations 
for consideration for the annual Inde-
pendence celebrations is the last work-
ing day of August by 11 am. 

Submissions should be delivered 
to the Office of the Governor Gener-
al on other days during working hours 
before 3:00 pm, or scanned signed 
copies may be emailed to hcabgov@
gmail.com 

Chairman, Honours Committee  

cont’d from pg 8
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A grouping of parents that has 
emerged as a leading critic of the Ca-
ribbean Examinations Council (CXC) 
on Tuesday called for the exam body’s 
overhaul following discrepancies in a 
Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Ex-
amination (CAPE) chemistry paper sat 
by thousands of students last week.

The Barbados Union of Teachers 
(BUT) has also expressed concern that 
CXC appears embroiled in an exam fi-
asco every year.

Paula-Anne Moore, Caribbean Co-
alition for Exam Redress spokeswom-
an who also coordinates the Group of 
Concerned Parents of Barbados, said 
CXC needed restructuring as it had 
again disadvantaged scores of students 
through a major misstep.

Moore was referring to an online 
petition by hundreds of students who 
sat the Chemistry Unit 2 Paper 2 exam 
demanding CXC readjust the marking 
criteria due to eight major technical 
issues. By 6 p.m. on Tuesday, over 1 
600 people had signed the petition that 
sought 2 500 signatures.

“Questions in an entire exam sec-
tion – approximately 25 to 30 per cent 
of the total paper marks for CAPE 
Chemistry Unit 2 – were based on Unit 
1 syllabus topics,” Moore said. “Some 
other questions teachers with decades 
of CAPE chemistry experience and 
educators with a PhD in chemistry 
found almost impossible to solve as 
the wording was problematic, unclear 
and/or could have more than one an-
swer.”

“Students who had not previously 
done Unit 1 would not have been ex-
posed to the problematic topic, which 
made up an entire section of the Unit 
2 exam paper. Those who had previ-
ously done Unit 1 would still have 
had major challenges in attempting 

the topic and section, as they would 
not have expected Unit 1 topics in a 
Unit 2 paper, and the questions were 
not clear and tangential at best to the 
Unit 1 topic. Imagine the torture of 
those students who took that exam and 
how the effects of that stress and wor-
ry could affect their entire subsequent 
exam period.”

Moore described the issues as 
“cruel” and “unjust”, putting the spot-
light on CXC’s competence in setting 
reliable, valid and fair exams follow-
ing best practices. 

“We cannot continue to accept 
major missteps annually. An overhaul 
of CXC’s governance to enable inde-
pendent review and greater stakehold-
er engagement and communication, 
which we have requested since 2020, 
is past due,” she said.

Critics have raised concerns about 
the 52-year-old regional exam body 
annually since 2020 over grading, re-
sults, communication, e-testing and 
security breaches, with students and 
parents protesting numerous times. 
Moore warned CXC’s credibility could 
be affected by repeated annual issues.  

“We were proud to have CXC as 
a regional examining body but . . . we 
have to hold it to standards,” she said. 
“CARICOM politicians need to hold 
CXC to account and demand better ac-
countability and better governance . . . 
. Trust and confidence in CARICOM 
and CXC governance, CXC’s quali-
ty assurance, and their reputation and 
credibility have all taken a significant 
beating since 2020.”

BUT President Rudy Lovell said he 
was unaware of complaints from local 
teachers about the chemistry paper but 
was aware of the regional commen-
tary. He urged CXC to “investigate the 
matter and do what is necessary to en-
sure students are not disadvantaged”, 
expressing concern about “a worrying 
trend” of annual fiascos involving the 
examination body.

Moore also voiced concern about 
the CSEC Principles of Accounting 
paper 2 that CXC is currently investi-
gating after an issue with its distribu-
tion at specific centres. In May 2023, 
CXC scrapped the CSEC Maths paper 
2 after reports it had leaked.

Reprinted from Barbados Today

Feature
Chemistry test issues trigger 
call for exam body overhaul

Paula-Anne Moore, spokesperson for the Caribbean Coalition for Exam Redress and 
coordinator of the Group of Concerned Parents of Barbados. (FP)
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By Chris Vallance
The European Union 

is investigating Facebook 
and Instagram over wheth-
er they are so addictive 
that they are having “nega-
tive effects” on the “phys-
ical and mental health” of 
children.

It will also scrutinise 
if they have done enough 
to check whether users are 
old enough to use them, 
and how content is recom-
mended to children.

A number of big tech 
firms are now under in-
vestigation for potential 
breaches of the EU’s tough 
new Digital Services Act 
(DSA), and could be fined 
up to 6% of annual global 
turnover.

Meta, which owns 
both platforms, says it has 
“spent a decade develop-
ing more than 50 tools and 
policies” to protect chil-
dren.

“This is a challenge the 
whole industry is facing, 
and we look forward to 
sharing details of our work 
with the European Com-
mission,” it said.

In September, Meta 
provided regulators with a 
report on the risks associ-
ated with its platforms, as 
required under the DSA.

The EU has responded 
by beginning proceedings.

“The Commission is 
concerned that the systems 
of both Facebook and In-
stagram, including their 

algorithms, may stimulate 
behavioural addictions in 
children, as well as cre-
ate so-called ‘rabbit-hole 
effects’,” the EU said  an-
nouncing the investigation.

Rabbit-hole effects re-
fer to the propensity of 
algorithms, when a user 
looks at one piece of harm-
ful content, to suggest 
more of the same.

How Meta checks the 
ages of users - so called 
age assurance - is of con-
cern to the EU.

“In addition, the Com-
mission is also concerned 
about age-assurance and 
verification methods put in 
place by Meta”, the state-
ment added.

Algorithms which pro-
mote harmful content have 
also been a key concern of 
the UK communications 
watchdog Ofcom as it sets 
out how it may enforce the 
Online Safety Act.

As with most social net-
works, users of Meta plat-
forms must be 13 or over, 
but as Ofcom  revealed 
in a recent report  many 
much younger children use 
accounts, sometimes with 
the knowledge of their 
parents.

EU Commissioner Thi-
erry Breton said in a post 
on X: “We are not con-
vinced that Meta has done 
enough to comply with the 
DSA obligations — to mit-

igate the risks of negative 
effects to the physical and 
mental health of young 
Europeans on its platforms 
Facebook and Instagram”.

Mr Breton added the 
EU was “sparing no effort 
to protect youth”.

Fellow commissioner 
Margrethe Vestager said 
in a statement: “We have 
concerns that Facebook 
and Instagram may stimu-
late behavioural addiction 
and that the methods of 
age verification that Meta 
has put in place on their 
services is not adequate.”

Meta is already under 
investigation by the EU 
over concerns around po-
litical disinformation.

Technology
Facebook and Instagram 

suspected to be ‘too addictive’
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By Dillon De Shong
An American woman is 

in legal trouble in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands for al-
legedly bringing ammuni-
tion into the territory.

The Royal Turks and 
Caicos Islands Police Force 
(RTCIPF) reported Sharit-
ta Shinise Grier, a resident 
of Orlando, Florida, was 
charged with one count of 
ammunition possession on 
May 14 after the contraband 
was allegedly found in her 
possession at the Howard 
Hamilton International Air-
port.

In a statement, RTCIPF 
said the contraband was al-
legedly found during a rou-

tine search.
Grier appeared in court 

today where she was re-
manded to prison pending a 
sufficiency hearing on July 
5.

The 45-year-old joins a 

list of United States citizens 
in legal trouble in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands for bring-
ing bullets into the country.

On April 12,  Ryan 
Tyler Watson of Oklahoma 
was arrested at the Howard 

Hamilton International 
Airport after bullets were 
found in his luggage.

Watson admitted to hav-
ing the bullets in his luggage, 
but he said it was an “honest 
mistake”.

The 40-year-old said the 
bullets were left in his suit-
case following a hunting trip.

He was granted 
US$15,000 bail when he ap-
peared in court.

On April 23, Tyler Scott 
Wenrich was charged after 
ammunition was allegedly 
found in his possession.

According to reports, the 
31-year-old  Virginia resi-
dent travelled to Grand Turk 

Florida woman charged with 
ammunition possession in TCI

Sharitta Shinise Grier.

cont’d on pg 15
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The Guyana Teachers’ 
Union (GTU) says a blan-
ket 20 per cent salary in-
crease for teachers is one 
of the conditions that the 
Education Ministry must 
meet before members stop 
their nationwide strike.

The pay increase was 
one of five proposals pre-
sented by GTU to the Min-
istry of Education during 
conciliation talks on May 
13 and 14.

GTU said teachers 
must also be assured that 
they would not be victim-
ised for protesting.

The union proposed 
that salary negotiations 
take place over a six-week 
period once teachers re-
sume work. If negotiations 
aren’t settled, the GTU 
suggested the creation of 
an arbitration tribunal to 
solve the dispute.

GTU and the Ministry 
of Education are set to re-
sume conciliation talks on 
May 20 but the union said 
it was concerned about 
“the lack of good faith” 
shown by the government.

“The GTU remains 
committed to advocating 
for the rights and welfare 
of all teachers, and we will 
continue to explore all 

options to ensure our de-
mands are met. Teachers, 
we understand the frustra-
tion and uncertainty this 
situation has caused, and 
we appreciate your pa-
tience and support,” GTU 
stated.

Meanwhile, the minis-
try is accusing the GTU of 
acting in bad faith and at-
tempting to bully the gov-
ernment into meeting their 
demands.  

The ministry said the 
20 per cent salary demand 
came as a shock as both 
parties were set to sign and 
agreement to end the pro-
test, but GTU came at the 

last minute with their pro-
posal for a pay hike.

The ministry said it 
was also concerned that 
GTU breached a confiden-
tiality agreement to keep 
what was discussed in the 
meeting secret as a show 
of good faith.

“It is now clear, if it 
weren’t before, that there 
is no interest on the part 
of the GTU to engage in 
conciliation with a view 
to resolving these issues 
as is provided for in the 
grievance procedure in 
the 1990 Memorandum 
of Agreement. Nowhere 
in the world would it be 

considered normal for ne-
gotiations to happen under 
duress,” the ministry said.

“The GTU’s insistence 
that an across the board 20 
per cent be paid BEFORE 
any talks can happen is 
duress. Given the GTU’s 
many years as a trade union 
body, they must know that 
this is unusual, unaccept-
able, unreasonable and 
would result in the break-
down in talks.

“It is clear then that 
teachers’ welfare is not the 
paramount consideration 
for the Guyana Teachers’ 
Union. Teachers are being 
used as pawns in a much 
larger, politically directed 
plot. This is destructive 
and sad.”

The ministry added it is 
committed to resolving the 
matter to ensure teachers 
are properly compensated 
and trained.

on a cruise ship. While going through a se-
curity checkpoint, it was discovered Wen-
rich allegedly had ammunition in his pos-
session.

Wenrich appeared before a Grand Turk 
Magistrate on April 24 and was remanded 

into custody at the Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation pending a June 
7 Sufficiency Hearing.  

The Americans risk being sent to jail 
for over a decade due to TCI’s new laws 
against illegal firearms and ammunition 
possession.

cont’d from pg 14

Guyanese teachers strike continues 
as ministry denounces GTU’s tactics

Guyanese teachers holding placards at a recent protest. Photo Guyana Teachers Union.
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At least 11 worshippers 
have been killed and doz-
ens others injured after a 
man attacked a mosque in 
Nigeria’s northern Kano 
state, police say.

A man allegedly 
sprayed the mosque with 
petrol and locked its doors 
before setting it on fire, 
trapping about 40 worship-
pers, they said.

The attack was trig-
gered by a family dispute 
over the sharing of inher-
itance.

Police say they have 
arrested a 38-year-old sus-
pect.

The incident happened 
when people were attend-
ing morning prayers on 
Wednesday in Gezawa 
area of Kano state.

Residents said flames 
engulfed the mosque af-
ter the attack with wor-
shippers heard wailing as 
they struggled to open the 
locked doors.

After hearing the ex-
plosion, neighbours rushed 
to help those trapped in-
side, local media reported.

Rescue teams includ-
ing bomb experts from the 
city of Kano were immedi-
ately deployed in response 
to the attack, a police state-
ment said.

Police later confirmed 
that a bomb was not used 
in the attack.

The Fire Service in 
Kano said they were not 
called immediately after 

the fire started, adding that 
they could have brought 
the situation under control 
much faster.

Kano Fire Service 
spokesman Saminu Yu-
suf told the BBC that they 
were only informed after 
locals had already put out 
the fire.

“In a situation like this, 
people are supposed to call 
us but we didn’t get any 
call from the location un-
til after normalcy had re-
turned,” Mr Yusuf added.

Police said the suspect 
confessed that his actions 
were part of a dispute over 
inheritance, claiming he 

was targeting some family 
members who were inside 
the mosque.

“What happened is not 
associated with any act 
of terrorism, rather it was 
a skirmish that arose as a 
result of inheritance dis-
tribution,” Umar Sanda, 
a local police chief, told 
journalists after visiting 
the horrific scene.

“The suspect is pres-
ently with us and is giving 
out useful information,” 
Mr Sandahe added.

Initial reports said one 
worshipper had died from 
the attack but the death 
toll later rose after more 

victims died while receiv-
ing treatment at the Mur-
tala Muhammad Specialist 
Hospital in Kano.

More victims, includ-
ing children, are still re-
ceiving treatment at the 
hospital, according to po-
lice.

Islamic cleric Sheik 
Dauda Sulaiman says kill-
ing people while they’re 
praying is one of the big-
gest sins possible and that 
apart from repenting to 
God, the culprit should pay 
blood money to the fami-
lies of those that died.

The whole village is 
now in mourning.

Worshippers locked in Nigeria 
mosque and set on fire

At least 17 people have been taken to hospital with injuries.
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By Vanessa Buschschlüter
At least 11 people have been 

killed amid clashes between rival car-
tels in the southern Mexican state of 
Chiapas.

Reports by local media say that 
two nuns and a teenager are among 
those killed.

The area is fought over by the 
Sinaloa cartel and the Jalisco New 
Generation Cartel (CJNG).

But residents said the victims 
were locals who were “massacred” by 
cartel members.

Residents reported hearing intense 
gunfire on Monday night.

Police and soldiers confirmed on 
Tuesday that they had found 11 bodies 
in the village of Nuevo Morelia and 
its surrounding area.

The diocese of San Cristóbal, 

of which Nueva Morelia forms part 
of, confirmed that two women “who 
served the Catholic Church” were 
among those killed.

A 15-year-old boy has also been 
confirmed as one of the victims.

However, it was not clear if the 
two were lay members of the Church 
or nuns, as some local media reported.

Locals said there had been fight-
ing between the rival cartels since Fri-
day.

The Sinaloa cartel and the CJNG 
have been fighting for control of the 
area for several years.

The criminal groups extort mi-
grants who cross the southern state 
on their way north to Mexico’s border 
with the United States.

Communities in the region have 
been hard hit by the violence, some-

times having to hide in their homes 
for days as shots ring out outside.

In January,  hundreds fled their 
homes in Chicomuselo, the area where 
Nuevo Morelia is located, to escape 
the violence.

Confrontations between the two 
cartels flared up again at the end 
of last week when members of the 
criminal organisations set abandoned 
homes alight in Nuevo Morelia and 
surrounding villages.

A resident told Spanish interna-
tional news agency Efe that some of 
the villages had no power after gang 
members had damaged the electricity 
poles.

Police and forensic experts have 
been deployed to the area but locals 
claim they have been left largely un-
protected.

Mexican villagers killed amid cartel battle
The levels of violence are such that candidates for political office travel with a security convoy.
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ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2024 Ambassador Us-
ain Bolt got a first look at 
the Nassau County Inter-
national Cricket Stadium 
from the best seats in the 
house, along with crick-
et legends and New York 
sports icons.

The Jamaican sprint 
legend was joined in this 
special preview in New 
York by USA cricketers 
Corey Anderson and Mon-
ak Patel along with cricket 
legend Sir Curtly Ambrose 
(West Indies), Shoaib Ma-
lik (Pakistan), and Liam 
Plunkett (England). 

Also present during 
this landmark event was 
a star-studded line-up of 
New York sports stars, in-
cluding John Starks (NBA/
New York Knicks), Ele-
na Delle Donne (WNBA/
USA), Bartolo Colon 
(MLB/New York Yan-
kees-Mets), Victor Cruz 
(NFL/New York Giants), 
and Ibtihaj Muhammad 
(Fencing/USA).

To commemorate the 
occasion, the stars all 
signed a giant cricket bat, 
which will be present at 
the venue for all eight ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup 
2024 matches hosted there 
between June 3-12. 

The event marks the 
official final countdown 
to the first ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2024 in New 
York, with Sri Lanka and 

South Africa set to clash in 
the venue’s first match on 
June 3. Bolt was confident 
the venue would provide 
an exciting and energetic 
cricket experience.

“Coming from the Ca-
ribbean where cricket is a 
part of life. I’m very ex-
cited to be part of the T20 
World Cup coming to the 
USA for the first time, 
co-hosting with the West 
Indies.

“Getting one of the 
sport’s biggest events into 
the USA is a big milestone 
and can provide a launch-
ing pad leading towards 
cricket’s inclusion in the 
LA Olympics in 2028,” he 
said.

“The new stadium is 

going to be a fantastic 
place to watch from. It’s 
very enclosed and you feel 
very close to the action. I 
can imagine it will be full 
of energy when cricket 
fans get to Nassau County 
International Stadium next 
month,” Bolt noted.

Brett Jones, CEO 
of  T20 USA Inc., called 
the event a fitting welcome 
to cricket in the USA.

“Today was a fantastic 
celebration, showcasing a 
truly out of this world sta-
dium. Having Usain and a 
host of New York sports 
stars and Olympic legends 
to experience it was fantas-
tic and a fitting welcome to 
cricket in the USA,” Jones 
said.

“Having Curtly Am-
brose, Liam Plunkett, 
Shoaib Malik, Corey An-
derson and Monak Patel 
here and seeing their re-
sponse to the stadium and 
the playing surface was 
also pretty special. It gives 
us a real sense of what 
the fans can expect next 
month,” he added.

The 34,000-seater tem-
porary stadium is the first 
of its kind in internation-
al cricket, and is also be-
lieved to be the largest ever 
constructed in the United 
States.

Featured at the unveil-
ing were extensive hospi-
tality and media pavilions 
on the north and south ends 
of the venue, which join 

Usain Bolt, left, and several other people at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in 
New York, USA, on May 15.

Bolt joined by multiple sports stars 
for first look at Nassau County 
International Cricket Stadium

cont’d on pg 19
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The official warm-up match fix-
tures for the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2024 have been announced.

Matches are scheduled to be 
played from Monday, May 27, to Sat-
urday, June 1, across the USA and at 
two venues in Trinidad and Tobago in 
the West Indies.

The venues to host the 16 warm up 
matches are the Grand Prairie Cricket 
Stadium, Grand Prairie, Texas; Bro-
ward County Stadium, Broward Coun-
ty, Florida; and Queen’s Park Oval and 
Brian Lara Cricket Academy in Trini-
dad and Tobago.

The warm-up fixtures will be 20 
overs per side and will not carry inter-
national T20 status, as teams will be 
allowed to field all members of their 
15-player squad.

In a change from the previous 
rights cycle, teams will now have the 
option of playing up to two warm-up 
matches depending on arrival time at 
the event.

The West Indies against Australia 
fixture at Queen’s Park Oval, Trinidad 
and Tobago, on Thursday, May 30, 
will be open to fans. 

Warm-up match schedule:
Monday, May 27
Canada v Nepal, Grand Prairie 

Cricket Stadium, Grand Prairie, Texas, 
at 10:30 am.

Oman v Papua New Guinea, Brian 
Lara Cricket Academy, Trinidad and 
Tobago, at 3 pm.

Namibia v Uganda, Brian Lara 
Cricket Academy, Trinidad and Toba-
go, at 7 pm.

Tuesday, May 28
Sri Lanka v Netherlands, Broward 

County Stadium, Broward County, 
Florida, at 10:30 am.

Bangladesh v USA, Grand Prairie 
Cricket Stadium, Grand Prairie, Texas, 
at 10:30 am.

Australia v Namibia, Queen’s Park 
Oval, Trinidad and Tobago, at 7 pm.

Wednesday, May 29
South Africa intra-squad, Broward 

County Stadium, Broward County, 
Florida, at 10:30 am.

Afghanistan v Oman, Queen’s 
Park Oval, Trinidad and Tobago, at 1 

pm.
Thursday, May 30
Nepal v USA, Grand Prairie Crick-

et Stadium, Grand Prairie, Texas, at 
10:30 am.

Scotland v Uganda, Brian Lara 
Cricket Academy, Trinidad and Toba-
go, at 10:30 am.

Netherlands v Canada, Grand Prai-
rie Cricket Stadium, Grand Prairie, 
Texas, at 3 pm.

Namibia v Papua New Guinea, 
Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Trinidad 
and Tobago, at 3 pm.

West Indies v Australia, Queen’s 
Park Oval, Trinidad and Tobago, at 7 
pm.

Friday, May 31
Ireland v Sri Lanka, Broward 

County Stadium, Broward County, 
Florida, at 10:30 am.

Scotland v Afghanistan, Queen’s 
Park Oval, Trinidad and Tobago, at 
10:30 am.

Saturday, June 1
Bangladesh v India, venue TBC in 

USA.

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
warm up matches confirmed

the east and west general admission 
stands. Among the new additions 
are the cabana seats in the north 
pavilion along with the corner club 
seats with a private party area.

The stadium is one of the three 
venues in the USA for the upcom-

ing mega-event. Florida and Tex-
as will also host matches from the 
event.

The USA are co-hosts for the 
event alongside the West Indies, 
where 39 matches will be played 
across six venues. The final will be 
held in Barbados on June 29.

cont’d from pg 18
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Lingies CPTSA Wings romped to 
an emphatic 9-0 victory against Glan-
villes in their penultimate match in 
the second round group stage of the 
Antigua and Barbuda Football Asso-
ciation’s (ABFA) Second Division 
League on Wednesday.

Khael Williams scored four goals, 
and Randy Davis converted twice for 
the Wings in the encounter at the Glan-
villes playing field. Williams scored in 
the 8th, 31st, 69th, and 85th minutes, 
and Davis had conversions in the 65th 
and 75th minutes.

The other goals were scored by 
Travis Austin in the 16th, Kimani 
Gyles in the 34th, and Akeem Wilburg 
in the 57th minute.

Their 12th win in 21 matches car-
ries the CPTSA Wings to 39 points, 
with one match remaining against FC 
Master Ballerz.

Glanvilles ended their Second Di-
vision campaign with 14 points after 

suffering their 16th loss in their quota 
of 22 matches.

Diondre Harrigan scored twice as 
Blackburn Palace snatched a 3-2 vic-
tory against TAMO FC at the Princess 
Margaret School playing field.

Harrigan had conversions in the 
41st and 66th minutes, and Tishidi 
McCoy scored the winner in the 73rd 
minute. Adonijah Dyett scored in the 
12th minute, and Kevin Paul had a 
38th-minute conversion for TAMO 
FC.

Their 11th win in 21 matches car-
ries Blackburn Palace to 37 points 
with one match remaining. TAMO FC 
will remain on 26 points after losing 
for the 11th time in 21 matches.

Belmont FC and Real Blizzard 
were awarded victories by 3-0 margins 
after claiming wins by default in the 
other two Second Division matches 
that were scheduled to take place on 
Wednesday.

ABAYA FC did not turn up for 
their match against Belmont FC at the 
Parham playing field, and the Young 
Warriors failed to show up for their en-
counter against Real Blizzard in New 
Winthorpes.

It means that ABAYA completed 
their Second Division campaign by 
finishing second from the bottom of 
the standings on goal difference with 
six points after losing for the 20th time 
during their quota of 22 matches.

Their 10th win in 21 matches car-
ries Belmont FC 33 points with one 
game remaining.

Their 10th win in 21 matches car-
ries Real Blizzard to 34 points with 
one match to play against Sea View 
Farm.

The Young Warriors finished their 
Second Division campaign in 17th 
place with nine points after losing for 
the 19th time during their quota of 22 
matches.

Players of the Lingies CPTSA Wings football team

Wings trounce Glanvilles in 
Second Division football league
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Lava Smoke Shop Lower 
Ottos Warriors have won the 
Antigua and Barbuda Basket-
ball Association’s (ABBA) 
Second Division League.

The Lower Ottos War-
riors were crowned cham-
pions after the 13-team 
round-robin league conclud-
ed with the final two games 
at the JSC Sports Complex 
on Wednesday night.

The Lower Ottos War-
riors won the title by virtue 
of finishing at the top of the 
standings with a record of 10 
wins and two losses. They 
have also earned promotion 
to compete in ABBA’s First 
Division competition next 
season.

The Lower Ottos War-
riors have also secured the 
number one seed among 
the top eight finishers in the 
league that have qualified and 
will advance to the Second 
Division playoff champion-
ship.

Da Project just narrow-
ly missed out on the Second 

Division league title and 
clinched the runner-up po-
sition by winning their final 
encounter to finish with an 
overall record of 10 wins and 
two losses in their quota of 12 
games.

Da Project and the Wa-
dadli Elite recorded wins in 
the final two games to wrap 
up ABBA’s Second Division 
League on Wednesday night.

Da Project wrapped up 
their round-robin league 
campaign with a 76-64 victo-
ry against the EZ Fit Flyers II 
in the second game of a dou-
ble header at the JSC Sports 
Complex.

Bryan “Hollywood” 
Matthew shot a game-high 
32 points and claimed seven 
rebounds; Nyique Watkins 
had 11 points and seven as-
sists; and Eric Joseph scored 
10 points and snatched seven 
rebounds for Da Project.

Sadiq Phillip converted 
17 points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds; Harry Rashaun sank 
13 points and snatched eight 

rebounds; and Tyrese White 
scored 12 points for the EZ 
Fit Flyers II, who finished 
their league campaign tied 
with the Spanish Heat II. 

Both teams finished with 
identical records of nine wins 
and three losses from their 
quota of 12 league games.

The Wadadli Elite 
wrapped up their round-robin 

league campaign by claim-
ing their sixth win in 12 en-
counters with a 68-50 victory 
against Jim Nance Jan Serv 
Fearless Crew in Wednes-
day’s first game.

Tamraj Stuart produced 
21 points, eight rebounds, and 
five steals; Orion Seraphine 
had 16 points, eight rebounds, 
and six assists; Jayleyle Jo-
seph converted 10 points and 
grabbed 16 rebounds; and 
Aiden Christian scored 10 
points and snatched 12 re-
bounds for the Wadadli Elite.

Rafiki Harris produced 
14 points, seven rebounds, 
six steals, and five assists; 
Ricky Willock sank 14 points 
and snatched six rebounds; 
and Delroy Foster scored 11 
points and grabbed 14 re-
bounds for the Fearless Crew, 
who finished their league 
campaign with their fourth 
loss in 12 games.

days.”
However, Coach Samuel said there 

will not be a clash of leagues since the 
matches in the ABFA’s competitions will 
be played on Saturday afternoons.

Samuel said both leagues will be serve 
a great purpose since they will be a source 
of positive engagement for the youngsters, 
which will help keep them from engaging 
in youth violence and other deviant activ-
ities.

Santos said he has officially written 
to the ABFA outlining his concerns and is 
awaiting their response.

Samuel said the ABFA could not delay 
the start of its youth leagues any longer. 
He said this is the best available time to 
stage the youth leagues to avoid clashing 
with the inter-schools’ championships as 
well as the other ABFA’s domestic compe-
titions.

Fourteen teams from member clubs 
will contest both competitions, which will 
be conducted in a round-robin format. 

Seven matches, starting at 12:45 pm, 
will be staged in the opening rounds of 
both competitions that will be played si-
multaneously on the two playing fields at 
the ABFA Technical Center on Saturday.

cont’d from pg 22

Lower Ottos Warriors win 
ABBA’s Second Division League 
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Technical Development 
Scheme (TDS) Coordina-
tor, Coach Micah Samuel, 
is allaying fears that the 
resumption of the Antigua 
and Barbuda Football Asso-
ciation’s (ABFA) Under-17 
and Under-19 Boys Cham-
pionship will adversely af-
fect the Gomez/Netherlands 
Insurance Youth Football 
League, which is hosted by 
the Generation Next Foot-
ball Club (GNFC).

After an absence of sev-
eral years, the ABFA will 
revive its national domestic 
youth programme with the 
staging of the Under-17 and 
Under-19 boys leagues at 
its Technical Center starting 
this weekend.

In the absence of the 
ABFA’s competition for 
teenagers, the GNFC has 
been filling the void with 
the annual Gomez/Neth-
erlands Insurance Youth 
Football League, which in-
volves several age-group 
competitions for under-7 to 
under-17 boys and is now in 
its 10th year.

President of GNFC 
Ricky Santos has expressed 
his concerns that the re-
sumption of the ABFA’s 
Under-17 and Under-19 

competitions will disrupt 
the Gomez/Netherlands 
Insurance Youth Football 
League, which is currently 
in progress with matches 
being played on Saturdays 
between 9 am and 2 pm.

“We are currently in our 
10th year, and my concern 
is that the ABFA’s competi-
tions will either disrupt the 
Gomez/Netherlands Insur-
ance Youth Football League 
or it is going to disrupt their 
own leagues that they are 
doing,” Santos stated.

“There is no reason 

for the ABFA to have their 
matches on the same day 
that we are having our 
matches; it’s a clash. Com-
pounded is the fact that the 
Gomez/Netherlands Insur-
ance Youth Football League 
is sanctioned by the ABFA, 
so it’s on their calendar, and 
Generation Next is a full 
member of the ABFA.

“Why they are doing 
this is beyond my imagi-
nation. I just don’t under-
stand why, particularly as 
they had a meeting with all 
the stakeholders, including 

Generation Next FC. 
“At that meeting, the 

ABFA indicated that they 
would not be having their 
matches while the Gomez/
Netherlands Insurance 
Youth Football League was 
going on.

“The ABFA rep told us 
their league will be played 
on alternate days, and at 
the end of our league, they 
will play their leagues on 
Saturdays. Now they have 
changed their decision and 
will be playing on Satur-

New Evolution is the reigning Under-17 Boys Division champions of the Gomez/Netherlands In-
surance Youth Football League. (File photo)

Samuel: ABFA competitions will 
not disrupt GNFC’s youth league
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