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JAPAN TO HELP 
A&B WITH WATER 
RECYCLING PLANTS

Antigua and Barbuda’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations Tumasie Blair, right, shared details on the pro-
posed Centre of Excellence, which will be launched at the 4th International Conference on Small Island Developing States, SIDS4 
in Antigua and Barbuda at the United Nations Headquarters on Tuesday. Story on page 5.
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Antigua and Barbuda is poised to 
get more assistance from the govern-
ment and people of Japan. This time 
the assistance comes in the form of as-
sisting the twin-island state establish 
recycle water treatment plants in the 
country.

Utilities Minister Melford Nicho-
las has welcomed the announcement 
that a team from Japan will arrive in 
the country next week for the signing 
of an agreement for the project.

Nicholas said the plants are needed 
to help the country deal with grey-wa-
ter, which can be recycled and reused 
for landscaping and other purposes. 

“There have been discussions for a 
long time now about setting up recycle 
plants around St. John’s. We know of 
the bad odor that emanates from the ef-
fluent water that is piped into the open 

drains which is neither wholesome 
or a healthy environment and we are 
looking forward to see what assistance 
the Japanese will be able to offer,” he 
noted.

According to the Cabinet Notes, 
Prime Minister, Gaston Browne, Envi-
ronment Minister, Sir Molwyn Joseph 
Minister Nicholas and the Minister of 
Works, Maria Bird-Browne, will wel-
come the team from Japan in a few 
days. 

The Japanese Investment Bank 
team will sign an Agreement on a Re-
cyclable Water Project, treating grey 
water. 

The small recycling plants are to be 
installed in hotels, government build-
ings, businesses and homes that will 
allow water from showers, kitchens 
and other domestic uses to be treated 

and used again. 
The plants would also be very 

helpful in reducing unwanted mal-
odorous emanations that now affect the 
air quality in commercial St. John’s, 
where waste water is discharged in the 
gutters. 

Several cities and countries are 
moving to these small plants rather 
than having a single large recycling 
plant that requires underground pipes, 
pumps and other paraphernalia that 
can be very costly to operate.   

Greywater is lightly used water 
from clothes washers, showers, bath-
tubs, and bathroom sinks. It contains 
some soap and detergents but it’s a 
safe and effective water supply for 
most landscapes. Water from toilets or 
wash water from diapers is never con-
sidered greywater.

Japan to help Antigua and Barbuda 
with ‘grey-water treatment’ plants
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____________________ 
 

AUCTION NOTICE 
______________________ 

 
 
REGISTRATION SECTION  BLOCK  PARCEL 
 
SOUTH CENTRAL     15 1987B  227 
 
 
Instructed by ACB MORTGAGE AND TRUST COMPANY LIMITED, I shall 
sell by PUBLIC AUCTION on Wednesday the 03rd day of April 2024 at 11:00am 
the above residential property at Buckley’s Heights. 
 
The property is under the ownership of LOREAN DENISE ROBERTS                    
(aka DENISE LOREAN ROBERTS). The land is a 10,890 sq. ft. (0.25 acre) plot 
with an approximate 3,841 sq. ft., 2-storey with a partial basement reinforced 
concrete building with 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms.  
 
The property is in a quiet residential area with a commanding view of the 
surrounding area. 
 
The Auction shall be held on site. 
 
Details of the Auction may be obtained from Trevor Teddy Santos Inc., Public 
Auctioneer at telephone numbers: 464-7653 and 562-7653. 
 
 

Dated this the 12th day of March 2024 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Trevor Teddy Santos Inc. 
Licensed Auctioneer 
 
 

The continued expan-
sion of the physical struc-
ture and the programme of-
ferings at the University of 
the West Indies Five Islands 
Campus are critical to Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s improve-
ments on the United Nations 
Human Development Index 
(HDI).

Last week, the latest 
HDI report placed Antigua 
and Barbuda at number 54 
out of the 193 countries that 
were ranked. That means the 
twin-island state improved 
by twenty points since the 
last report was compiled 
five years ago.

Speaking at Thursday’s 
meeting of the UWI FIC 
University Council, Educa-

tion Minister, Daryll Mat-
thew said the presence of 
the university here in Anti-
gua and Barbuda is critical 
to sustaining improvements 
in the HDI.

“We speak about the 
movement of some of the 
OECS countries in the HDI, 
but to continue to sustain 
that upward trajectory we 
have to have institutions like 
this, properly positioned, to 
drive the development tra-
jectory of our country; to 
drive the thought processes 
of our country,” he empha-
sized.

Minister Matthew said 
the government recogniz-
es its commitment and re-
sponsibility to support the 

continued expansion of the 
university as he announced 
that ground breaking of the 
first phase of the expansion 
programme will take place 
in the third quarter of the 
year. The first phase is the 
construction of a new pri-
mary school.

He revealed that the 
selection of design con-
sultants is a ‘mere weeks 
away’. The consultants will 
be responsible for taking 
the master-plan and turning 
them into a set of architec-
tural drawings. 

In addition, he reported 
that the tendering for con-
tractors for phase one will 
also begin shortly.

According to Minister 
Matthew, the UWI FIC has 
to continue to grow and to 
expand to meet the develop-

ment needs not just of Anti-
gua and Barbuda, but for the 
rest of the OECS as well. 

“It is no longer a small 
institution with a set of 
buildings originally meant 
for a secondary school, but 
it is now being built out to 
become a state-of-the-art 
institution; a model univer-
sity; a model campus that 
will be the envy of many,” 
he declared.

The education minister 
added that he anticipates 
that the physical expansion 
of the university to include 
dormitories, will over time 
see a greater percentage of 
the student body coming 
from the other OECS coun-
tries and beyond. 

Currently, the rate is 91 
percent Antigua and Barbu-
da residents.

Closure Notice
Please be advised that the Spare Parts Department of Ha-
deed Motors will be closed for stock taking on Friday 
22 March 2024. The department re-opens on Monday 
March 25, 2024.

UWI FIC is critical to improvements 
in the Human Development Index

Daryll Matthew
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Principal of the University of the 
West Indies Five Island Campus, Pro-
fessor C Justin Robinson, wants the 
university to be a leader in thought 
and advocacy for Antigua and Barbu-
da and the rest of the OECS.

Prof. Robinson, who took up the 
leadership at the university in August 
last year, shared his vision at Thurs-
day’s meeting of the University Coun-
cil.

“I see a critical role for the cam-
pus as we go forward and since we 
came into existence. From the out-
set, the campus has been exhibiting 
thought-leadership for Antigua and 
Barbuda and the OECS and being an 
agent for advocacy. 

“A key objective of the campus 
has been to create an OECS-focused 
research culture targeting areas that 
are of special importance to the East-

ern Caribbean,” he stated.
Prof. Robinson identified the areas 

as; 
Artificial Intelligence, 

The Blue Economy and Oceanog-
raphy

Crime and Criminal Justice
Chronic Non-Communicable Dis-

ease and Public Health
Climate Change Adaptation
Disaster Risk Management 
Food Security
Inter-Island Transportation
Water Resources management
He said these are the areas that the 

UWI FIC has been focusing on be-
cause of the special niche and because 
of the special resonance of these mat-
ters for Eastern Caribbean countries.

With respect to AI, Prof. Robinson 
said there is need to see OECS lead-
ership in this regard, noting that the 
UWI FIC is the only campus within 
the university family that currently of-
fers a programme in this new emerg-
ing field.

Prof. Robinson: UWI FIC must be 
a thought-leader for A&B, OECS

Professor C Justin Robinson
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Member states of the 
United Nations have been 
exposed to revolutionary ap-
proaches being pursued by 
Antigua and Barbuda in plac-
ing Small Island Developing 
States on track to securing a 
resilient and prosperous fu-
ture.

At the United Nations 
Headquarters on Tuesday of 
this week, Antigua and Bar-
buda updated member states 
on the key principles behind 
two important initiatives 
geared at providing the nec-
essary support and mecha-
nisms for SIDS to overcome 
their significant challenges, 
build resilience from external 
shocks and achieve sustain-
able development.

Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Deputy Permanent Represen-
tative to the United Nations 
Tumasie Blair shared details 
on the proposed Centre of 
Excellence, which will be 
launched at the 4th Interna-
tional Conference on Small 
Island Developing States, 

SIDS4.
The Centre of Excel-

lence is a direct response to 
the unique vulnerabilities of 
SIDS and is planted on three 
corner stone pillars - a Global 
Data Hub, an Innovation and 
Technology Mechanism and 
the Island Investment Forum.

“We see the Centre of Ex-
cellence as a game changer in 
the way the nations of SIDS 
are treated. 

“It is truly an empower-
ing mechanism that leverages 
our human capacity in creat-
ing our own solutions to the 
diverse issues we face arising 

from our unique vulnerabili-
ties,” Blair stated.

He also discussed the 
fine points of an innovative 
response to the increasing 
debt burden which limits the 
fiscal space for small island 
developing states to take care 
of even the very basic needs 
of their economic and social 
development.

This initiative, the SIDS 
Debt Sustainability Sup-
port Services, will also be 
launched at the SIDS4 Con-
ference in Antigua and Bar-
buda and is being envisioned 
as an inclusive and ambitious 

capacity-building solution to 
ridding SIDS of their debt 
burdens.

To drive the process, the 
plan will establish a broad 
based Strategic Advisory 
Group, co-chaired by Antigua 
and Barbuda’s Prime Minister 
the Hon. Gaston Browne and 
President of the Maldives, the 
Hon. Mohamed Muizzu. 

The advisory group will 
include representatives of 
International Financial Insti-
tutions, Multilateral Devel-
opment Banks, regional de-
velopment banks, the private 
sector, members of civil so-
ciety, academic institutions, 
think tanks and leading glob-
al economists, lawyers, debt 
experts and development 
planners.

Chairing the event was 
Antigua and Barbuda’s Per-
manent Representative to the 
United Nations Ambassador 
Walton Webson, who placed 
on record his profound ap-
preciation for the support that 
the two initiatives are already 
receiving from major devel-
opment partners and other 
SIDS.

Antigua and Barbuda shares bold and ambitious 
SIDS driven initiatives with UN members
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Mary John who has 
been at the centre of a prec-
edent-setting case under the 
Electronic Crime Act, has 
been found guilty on two 
counts in the High Court.

John was found guilty in 
the case presided over by Jus-
tice Ann-Marie Smith. 

She was found guilty of 
sending a message by elec-
tronic means for the purpose 
of causing insult and send-
ing a message by electron-
ic means for the purpose of 
causing hatred.

The Justice has ordered 

John to the courtroom on 
April 30 for sentencing. She 
was represented by Justin Si-

mon, KC.
The case has been the 

subject of much public debate 

as it seeks to set boundaries 
on the limits of free speech 
and online engagements. 

The Police are searching for three 
suspects alleged to have been involved 
in the robbery of a restaurant at Mat-
thew’s Road, All Saints.

It was reported that around 9 pm 
on Wednesday, March 20, three men 
wearing masks and hoodies robbed 
the owners of Johnny’s Restaurant of 
an undisclosed sum of money. 

The assailants reportedly have 
dark complexion and are between 5ft-
9ins and 6ft tall. 

A male employee was struck in 
the head by one of the assailants and 
was also shot in the right knee. He 
was transported to the Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Center, where he is receiving 
medical treatment. 

His condition is said to be stable. 
The assailants were last seen leaving 
the scene in a red vehicle, heading in a 
southerly direction. 

The police are asking anyone with 
information to contact the All Saints 
Police Station at 460-1000 or call the 
Criminal Investigations Department at 
462-3913. 

One of the three accused 
in the shooting incident that 
left students and teachers 
at the Ottos Comprehen-

sive School traumatized has 
been remanded to His Maj-
esty’s Prison.

The 14-year-old Villa 

resident, the youngest of the 
three charged, appeared be-
fore the Child Justice Board 
on a charge of shooting with 
intent to murder following 
the February 14 incident at 
the YMCA Sports Complex. 

According to reports, 
the three assailants, the 
14-year-old boy, Jaheim 
Mannix,18, and Ackeilo 
Bell, 19, reportedly fired 
shots into the complex 
while the secondary school 

held its annual sports day 
activities, leaving students 
and staff running for safety. 

The event was then can-
celed and the students and 
faculty were transported 
back to the school.

Mannix and Bell plead-
ed not guilty to discharging 
a gun in public during their 
court appearance. 

They are expected back 
in court sometime this 
week. 

Commercial 
Space For Rent

A 1500-square foot commercial space is now available 
for rent on the corner of Alfred Peters and Bennett Streets. 
Viewing can be arranged by calling the following num-
bers: 461-3041/781-3496/727-0300. Price negotiable.

Mary John found guilty

Teen involved in OCS Sports Day shooting remanded

Police searching for 
suspects involved in robbery
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It’s been almost seven 
years since the controversial 
song “Nastiness” burst the 
airwaves, prompting a ma-
jor dispute between calyp-
sonian Lena ‘Queen Ivena’ 
Phillip and Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne.

 And while legal moves 
have been made with the 
PM drafting a defamation 
suit, not much has happened 

since then in the matter.
The matter could pro-

ceed to trial or be settled 
outside of the courts but that 
solely rests on the two par-
ties.

In fact, Master Carlos 
Cameron Michel informed 
both Phillip and PM Browne 
last week to come to some 
sort of resolution on how 
they will proceed. 

If they cannot reach a 
consensus, then the case 
will go before the High 
Court and a ruling will be 
made. 

Prime Minister argues 
that Phillip’s 2017 calyp-
so song, “Nastiness”, con-
tained defamatory remarks 
towards him using “innuen-
dos”.  

He asserts that certain 

portions of the song insin-
uated “criminal corruption” 
and “misconduct” in public 
office on his part. 

He seeks damages for 
libel or slander related to 
the song’s publication and 
broadcast.

Phillip has remained 
steadfast that she did noth-
ing wrong and the song has 
no true link to the PM. 

The Forestry Unit in the ministry 
of Agriculture collaborated with the 
Royalton Antigua resort to observe 
International Day of Forests, March 
21, 2024.

Both entities planted a number of 
trees in the Body Pond area to empha-
size the resort’s commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship as well as to 
highlight the vital role of public-pri-
vate partnerships in promoting sus-
tainable land management practices.

“At the heart of this initiative lies 
the introduction of a specially select-
ed Gmelina arborea (locally known 
as white peak or beechwood) plant 

at a designated pond site, chosen for 
its ability to withstand forest fires 

and contribute to the enhancement of 
biodiversity in the area.  The Gme-
lina arborea represents a symbolic 
gesture towards fostering a healthier 
and more resilient ecosystem,” a note 
from the ministry of agriculture re-
vealed.

The Forestry Unit noted that the 
planting exercise on Thursday marked 
a historic moment as the Royalton’s 
staff planted the first generation of 
this specific plant and paved the way 
for future generations to thrive in 
the rejuvenated landscape.  It is an-
ticipated that seeds from this plant 

Legal dispute between PM 
and Queen Ivena still ongoing

Forestry Unit, Royalton Antigua to 
commemorate International Day of Forests

cont’d on pg 8
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will be collected, signaling 
the beginning of a sustain-

able propagation cycle that 
promises to further enrich 
the biodiversity of the area.

The allocation of this 
area to Royalton Antigua 
signified the resort’s role as 
a responsible corporation 
dedicated to supporting en-
vironmental conservation 
efforts. 

By partnering with the 
Forestry Unit, Royalton 
demonstrated its commit-
ment to create collabora-
tions between tourism and 
environmental conserva-
tion, thereby contributing 
to the long-term sustain-
ability of Antigua and Bar-
buda’s natural resources.

“Integral to the success 
of this initiative is the im-
plementation of geo-tag-
ging technology by the 
Forestry Unit, enabling re-
al-time tracking of the tree 
planting process. 

“Through geo-tagging, 
Royalton’s management 
team and stakeholders can 
stay informed about the 
progress of the planted 
trees, ensuring transparen-
cy, accountability, and ef-

fective monitoring of the 
project’s outcomes.

By actively participat-
ing in this tree planting ini-
tiative, the Royalton repre-
sentatives set an inspiring 
example of leadership and 
environmental stewardship. 

Their participation un-
derscores the hotel’s ded-
ication to promoting sus-
tainable tourism practices 
and fostering a culture of 
corporate social responsi-
bility,” the release stated.

It described the collabo-
ration between the Forestry 
Unit and the Royalton An-
tigua resort as a testament 
to the power of collective 
action in safeguarding the 
planet’s precious natural 
resources. 

“By working togeth-
er to plant trees, we not 
only contribute to the fight 
against climate change but 
also pave the way for a 
more sustainable and resil-
ient future for generations 
to come,” it reiterated. 

cont’d from pg 7
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By Sir Ronald Sanders
In the face of escalat-

ing global environmental 
challenges, water scarci-
ty and water stress have 
emerged as critical issues 
that threaten the livelihoods 
and well-being of millions 
of people.

Nowhere are these chal-
lenges more acute than in the 
Caribbean and Latin Ameri-
can regions, where coun-
tries grapple with the harsh 
realities of limited freshwa-
ter resources. Among these, 
Antigua and Barbuda stands 
as a poignant example of 
struggle in the face of se-
vere droughts and the press-
ing need for potable water.

Antigua and Barbuda is 
a drought-ridden country, 
surrounded by the Caribbe-
an Sea. The line in Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge’s poem of 
the Ancient Mariner, “Wa-
ter, water, everywhere; nor 
any drop to drink”, has ap-
plied to the country before 
when it has experienced pe-
riods as long as seven years 
without rainfall to fill reser-
voirs. 

That situation could still 
exist today if it were not for 
a deliberate policy position 
by the present government 
to invest heavily in desali-
nation and reverse osmosis 
plants, as a priority, to sat-
isfy the need for water by 
the local population and the 
tourism industry on which 
the country’s economy de-
pends.

The Antigua and Bar-
buda government and its 
public utilities supplier have 
spent large sums of money 
on desalination and Reverse 
Osmosis plants to convert 
seawater into a lifeline. Yet, 
this solution comes at a 
steep price, making the cost 
of water in Antigua and Bar-
buda per head of population 
amongst the highest in the 
world. Recently, in order to 
continue to manufacture 
water to satisfy the needs of 
the country, the utilities pro-
vider has had to raise water 
rates. This decision has es-
calated expenses at a time 
when disruption of glob-
al supply chains, resulting 
from the aftermath of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
conflicts, such as the Rus-
sian war against Ukraine, 
has already raised the cost 
of living.

The gravity of the sit-
uation in the Caribbean is 
underscored by the World 
Resources Institute, which 
identifies several Caribbean 
nations as experiencing “ex-
tremely high” levels of wa-
ter stress. These countries 
include Dominica, Jamaica, 
St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Antigua and Barbuda, Bar-
bados and St. Kitts-Nevis, 
with the latter three also 
being designated as water 
scarce.

Latin American coun-
tries are not immune. Ac-
cording to the World Bank, 

over the last two decades, 
Latin America has experi-
enced 74 droughts, causing 
more than US$ 13 billion in 
damage. The Bank says that 
this phenomenon impacts 
agricultural and livestock 
production and farmers’ 
livelihoods, especially those 
living in vulnerable condi-
tions. 

For example, more than 
50 percent of 1.9 million 
small-scale farmers live un-
der these conditions in the 
Dry Corridor, an ecological 
region on the Central Amer-
ican Pacific coast affected 
by drought and food insecu-
rity.

While the World Bank 

and the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) 
have acknowledged the cri-
sis—highlighting the need 
for investment in non-con-
ventional water sources and 
advocating for integrated 
water resources manage-
ment—their actions fall 
short. 

The crux of the issue 
lies in the misalignment of 
their concessional financ-
ing lending policies with 
the urgent needs of the most 
affected countries. This gap 
between recognition and re-
sponse leaves nations, like 
Antigua and Barbuda, to 
bear the brunt of securing 

Opinion
Thirsty future? Urgent action for 

Caribbean and Latin America

Sir Ronald Sanders

cont’d on pg 11
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Opinion
Thirsty future? Urgent action for 

Caribbean and Latin America
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water for their people and 
economies.

The repercussions of 
this financing misalignment 
extend beyond economic 
strains, touching the very 
core of societal health and 
food security. The global 
water crisis, with over 703 
million people lacking ac-
cess to clean water, is not 
just a statistic but a daily 
reality for many in the Ca-
ribbean and Latin America. 
The time spent by women 
and girls fetching water and 
the deaths of children from 
water-related diseases are 
heart-wrenching reminders 
of the human cost of inac-
tion.

In the case of Antigua 
and Barbuda, its policy de-
cision to invest in manu-
facturing water to fulfil the 
needs of the population, un-
doubtedly results in higher 
costs now. 

However, it also puts 
the country in a better po-
sition to alleviate the water 
scarcity and stress problem 
which will intensify through 
factors, such as population 
and tourism growth and the 
impacts of climate change. 
The strain now will consid-
erably ease the pressure in 
the future, contributing to 
both tourism development 
and public safety.

This brings us to a piv-
otal moment where the ur-
gency to act cannot be over-
stated. 

While Antigua and Bar-
buda and similar nations un-
dertake significant financial 
burdens to address water 
scarcity, the role of interna-

tional financial institutions 
to support these efforts is 
indispensable. 

It is imperative that 
these institutions realign 
their lending policies to of-
fer low-cost financing for 
urgent water infrastructure 
projects, enabling equitable 
access to water for all.

With the global invest-
ment need in the water sec-
tor surpassing $1.37 trillion 
and a sixfold increase re-
quired to meet UN Sustain-
able Development Goals by 
2030, the time for real action 
on water issues is overdue. 

The cost of inaction will 
be measured in human suf-
fering and lost opportunities 

for sustainable develop-
ment.

Critical to this is a 
change in policy by the 
Boards of Directors of the 
World Bank and the IDB. 
That change must come 
from the major governments 
that control the policies of 
these institutions. 

They must ensure that 
lending policies match real 
development needs and 
provide financing on terms 
that will allow vulnerable 
countries to purchase the 
desalination and reverse os-
mosis plants they require, 
through affordable repay-
ment schemes.

Today, with 2.2 billion 

people globally lacking 
safely managed drinking 
water, 3.5 billion lacking ac-
cess to safely managed san-
itation, and 2 billion lacking 
access to basic hand hygiene 
facilities, the importance of 
urgent and aligned action is 
great. 

The time for action on 
addressing the real water 
issue, rather than talking 
about it, has long past.

(The writer is Antigua 
and Barbuda’s Ambassa-
dor to the US and the OAS.  
The views expressed are 
entirely his own.  Respons-
es and previous commen-
taries:www.sirronaldsand-
ers.com)

cont’d from pg 10
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The US has filed a landmark law-
suit against Apple, accusing the tech 
giant of monopolising the smartphone 
market and crushing competition.

In the lawsuit, the justice depart-
ment alleges the company abused its 
control of the iPhone app store to “lock 
in” customers and developers.

It accuses the firm of taking illegal 
steps to thwart apps seen as a threat and 
make rival products less appealing.

Apple has vowed to “vigorously” 
fight the lawsuit and denies the claims.

The sprawling complaint, filed at 
a federal court in New Jersey, marks 
one of the biggest challenges to date 
for Apple, which has been fending off 
mounting complaints about its practices 
in recent years.

It alleges that Apple used “a series 
of shapeshifting rules” and restricted 
access to its hardware and software, in a 
bid to boost its own profits while raising 
costs for customers and stifling innova-
tion.

“Apple has maintained monopoly 
power in the smartphone market not 
simply by staying ahead of the com-
petition on the merits but by violating 
federal anti-trust law,” Attorney Gener-
al Merrick Garland said at a press con-
ference announcing the suit.

“Customers should not have to pay 
higher prices because companies break 
the law.”

The complaint focuses on five areas 
where Apple allegedly abused its pow-
er.

For example, the US alleges that 
Apple used its app review process to 
thwart development of so-called super 
apps and streaming apps, because it was 
worried such apps would provide less 

incentive for customers to stick with iP-
hones.

It also says Apple has made it diffi-
cult to connect iPhones to smart watches 
made by rivals and blocked banks and 
other financial firms from accessing its 
tap-to-pay technology, allowing Apple 
to earn billions in fees from processing 
Apple Pay transactions.

The complaint also focuses on the 
way Apple treats messages sent from 
rival phones, distinguishing them with 
green bubbles and limiting videos and 
other features. It says Apple’s moves 
have created “social stigma” that has 
helped the tech giant maintain its grip 
on the market.

Apple said customers were loyal 
because they were happy and that under 
US law it was free to choose its busi-

ness partners. It has pointed to privacy 
and security concerns to justify its rules.

The company said it would ask the 
court to dismiss the lawsuit, which it 
predicted would fail.

“We believe this lawsuit is wrong 
on the facts and the law, and we will 
vigorously defend against it,” the com-
pany said.

Proving that security and privacy 
concerns - not efforts to boost its own 
business - will be key if Apple hopes to 
fend off the case, said Bill Baer, a vis-
iting fellow at Brookings who was an 
anti-trust official under the Obama ad-
ministration.

“It’s a question of what the motiva-
tion is,” he said. “Anti-trust laws and 
the courts’ interpretation of them sug-

Apple lawsuit: US accuses 
tech giant of monopolising 

smartphone market

cont’d on pg 13
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gest that once you’re a monopolist, if 
you do engage in behaviours that have 
no legitimate business justification oth-
er than to limit competition and cement 
your monopoly, then that is problemat-
ic.”

It is the third legal action Apple has 
faced from the US government since 
2009 and the first anti-trust challenge 
filed against the company under Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administration.

If the government wins its case, it 
could force Apple to overhaul its cur-
rent contracts and practices - or even 
lead to a break up of the company.

Shares in Apple fell more than 4% 
as investors digested the implications of 
the legal battle.

Any potential changes would take 
years to materialise as the case makes 
its way through the courts.

Vanderbilt University professor 
Rebecca Allensworth called the case 
“a blockbuster”, following other law-

suits the justice department has brought 
against the major tech giants.

She said at its core, it was about in-
creasing functionality between smart-
phones and making the technology and 
software more accessible to consumers 
and other businesses.

“It’s not about breaking up Apple 
into small units or spinning off divi-
sions,” she said.

Apple has faced a growing legal 
backlash over its iOS ecosystem and 
business practices. It is engaged in a 
lengthy legal battle with Epic Games, 
which makes Fortnite.

Last month, it was fined €1.8bn 
(£1.5bn) by the EU for breaking 
competition laws over music streaming.

The firm had prevented streaming 
services from informing users of pay-
ment options outside the Apple app 
store, the European Commission said.

Competition commissioner Mar-
grethe Vestager said Apple had abused 
its dominant position in the market for a 

decade, and ordered the tech giant to re-
move all of the restrictions. Apple said 
it would appeal against the decision.

Anat Alon-Beck, a business law 
professor at Case Western Reserve 
University in Ohio, said the justice de-
partment’s new lawsuit was “far more 
extensive” than its previous legal chal-
lenges in the EU.

“It’s not just about the 30% app 
store fee, but about the core unfair prac-
tices of Apple,” she said, adding that it 
was “about time” that the DOJ took ac-
tion.

“Apple systematically excludes ri-
vals from the Apple ecosystem. By do-
ing that, Apple is hurting so many start-
up businesses, stakeholders, customers 
and, in my opinion, its shareholders,” 
she said.

According to the justice department, 
Apple’s share of the US smartphone 
market exceeds 70%, and its share of 
the broader smartphone market exceeds 
65%.
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CMC - The Govern-
ment of Grenada, will be 
seeking the approval of 
Members in both Houses of 
Parliament to allow a gun 
amnesty as part of a strat-
egy to reduce the potential 
of violent crimes and fire-
arms related incidents.

Scheduled to be dis-
cussed and debated at 
the March 26 sitting of 
the Lower House, the ex-
planatory note to the Bill 
says the Government 
believes that the power to 
declare a firearms amnes-
ty is one of the approaches 
which may help to achieve 
the stated objectives.

In March 
2023, the police  in  dis-
closing the number of ille-
gal firearms confiscated by 
law enforcement officers in 
the last three years said it 
would be a breach of na-
tional security and safety.

This was in response to 
an inquiry submitted to the 
Commissioner.

However the explana-
tory note stated that: “The 
Government intends to 
lessen the potential for 
the commission of violent 
crimes and firearms-relat-
ed incidents by reducing 
the number of firearms and 
ammunition circulating il-
legally in the State. 

In furtherance of this 
objective, the Government 
believes that the power to 
declare a firearms amnes-
ty is one of the approaches 

which may help to achieve 
the stated objectives.”

Once approved, the 
amendment to the legisla-
tion will see a new section 
that will empower the Min-
ister to declare a firearms 
amnesty in Grenada or any 
part thereof, by Order sub-
ject to affirmative resolu-
tion.

“During the amnesty 
period, a person who is in 
unlawful possession of fire-
arms or ammunition may 
surrender the same in such 
manner as may be specified 
and no proceedings shall be 
taken against the person in 
respect of his or her unlaw-
ful possession of said fire-
arm or ammunition,” the 
note added. 

Speaking during a re-

cent news conference Prime 
Minister Dickon Mitchell 
said the amnesty will be for 
a period of 90 days.

He explained that the 
amnesty will grant them the 
opportunity to hand in fire-
arms without being prose-
cuted.

“In order to do so we 
must amend the legislation 
so we are taking the neces-
sary steps to get the policy 
approved and to have the 
legislation read and sup-
ported in parliament so that 
the amnesty can be grant-
ed,” he said.

In Grenada “firearm” 
refers to a lethal barrelled 
weapon of any description 
from which any shot, bul-
let or other missile can be 
discharged and includes a 

prohibited weapon and a 
restricted weapon, whether 
a lethal barrelled weapon or 
not.

Under the 1968 Fire-
arm Act, any person who 
on summary conviction is 
found guilty of illegal pos-
session will be subjected 
to a fine of not less than 
four thousand dollars and 
not more than twenty thou-
sand dollars and to impris-
onment for not less than 
two and not more than five 
years.

However, if it’s a con-
viction on an indictable 
charge, it will be a fine of 
not less than  EC$20,000 
and not more than EC$60,00 
and imprisonment for not 
less than five and not more 
than twenty years.

Grenada: Parliament scheduled 
to debate gun amnesty law
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Venezuela’s top pros-
ecutor on Wednesday an-
nounced arrest warrants for 
the presidential campaign 
manager of opposition 
powerhouse María Corina 
Machado and eight other 
staffers, accusing them in-
volvement in a violent an-
ti-government conspiracy.

Attorney General Tarek 
William Saab said in a na-
tionally televised news 
conference that campaign 
manager Magalli Meda and 
the other Machado staffers 
were accused of being part 
of a “destabilizing” plot that 
included demonstrations, a 
media campaign and plans 
to attack military barracks.

Two of the staffers, in-
cluding political coordinator 
Dignora Hernández, already 
were arrested Wednesday, 
Saab said, but Meda had not 
yet been detained.

A person familiar with 
Hernández identified her as 
the woman seen in a video 
circulating on social me-
dia in Venezuela in which 
she screams “Help! Help, 
please! No!” while at least 
three uniformed officers 
try to wrestle her into the 
back of an SUV. The person 
asked not to be identified 
for fear of retribution.

Saab said the warrants 
stemmed from what he 
called a confession by an-
other Machado staff mem-
ber, Emill Brandt, who was 
detained earlier this month 
and whose attorney, Omar 
Mora, told The Associated 

Press he has been denied le-
gal counsel of his choice.

Machado, who has in-
sisted on pressing forward 
with her campaign despite 
an administrative ban on her 
holding office, accused the 
government of unleashing 
“brutal repression against 
my campaign teams.”

The announcement of 
the arrest warrants came 
hours after an independent 
panel of experts investigat-
ing human rights violations 
in Venezuela told the U.N. 
Human Rights Council that 
the government of Presi-
dent Nicolás Maduro had 
increased repression efforts 
against real or perceived op-
ponents ahead of this year’s 
presidential election.

“The mission confirms 
that, as has happened in the 
past, the authorities invoke 
real or fictitious conspir-
acies to intimidate, detain 
and prosecute people who 
oppose or criticize the gov-
ernment,” panel head Mar-
ta Valiñas told the council, 
which authorized the inves-
tigative mission.

“At the same time, the 
Attorney General’s Office 
continues to operate as part 
of the government’s repres-
sive machinery to grant the 
appearance of legality to the 
persecution of critical voic-
es,” Valiñas said in Geneva.

Machado last year over-
whelmingly won a primary 
election held by an opposi-
tion faction. But the coun-

try’s Supreme Tribunal of 
Justice in January affirmed 
an administrative order bar-
ring the former lawmaker 
from holding public office 
for 15 years.

Machado, however, has 
continued her campaign, re-
jecting calls from inside and 
outside Venezuela to exit 
the race in time for another 
candidate to build up a via-
ble campaign.

At a news conference 
Wednesday, she again side-
stepped questions about her 
next steps, only broadly 
saying her campaign will 
keep organizing and expects 
“much more than just well 
wishes” from the interna-
tional community.

Venezuelan authorities arrest  
campaign staff of opposition candidate

Opposition leader María Corina Machado speaks during a press conference regarding the arrest 
order for her campaign manager and eight other opposition members for alleged involvement in 
a conspiracy plot to destabilise the government, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 20, 
2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

By George Wright
Prominent opposition 

politician and Delhi chief 
minister Arvind Kejriwal 
has been arrested by India’s 
financial crime agency, his 
party said.

The arrest is in connec-
tion with corruption allega-
tions relating to the city’s 
policies over alcohol sales.

Mr Kejriwal and his 
party, the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP), deny any wrongdo-
ing and say the case is polit-
ically motivated.

His arrest comes weeks 
before voting begins in In-
dia’s general election.

Police surrounded Mr 
Kejriwal’s home on Thurs-
day as it was searched by 
members of the Enforce-
ment Directorate agency.

The case is over alle-
gations that an alcohol sale 
policy implemented by the 
Delhi government in 2022 

- which ended the govern-
ment monopoly - gave un-
due advantages to private 
retailers.

Mr Kejriwal has ignored 
numerous summonses in the 
case.

The AAP has accused 
the ruling Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) of playing 

“dirty politics” and says it 
will seek an urgent hearing 
at the Supreme Court to se-
cure Mr Kejriwal’s release.

India’s general elec-
tion will take place in sev-
en phases over April and 
May, with the results to be 
announced on 4 June.

Ahead of the vote, oppo-

sition parties have accused 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s BJP government of 
misusing government agen-
cies for political ends.

Dilip Pandey, AAP law-
maker and chief whip in the 
Delhi assembly, told the 
BBC the arrest shows that 

“This is not a sign of strength but 
of profound weakness because... they 
know that we are stronger with each 
passing day,” Machado said, referring 
to the government. “If the regime be-
lieves that with these actions they are 
going to isolate me, let me be clear: 
my team is Venezuela.”

She called Saab “the prosecutor 
of terror” and said all the allegations 
against her staffers are false.

In October, representatives of 
Maduro and the opposition’s Unitary 
Platform coalition agreed to work to-
ward electoral conditions that would 
allow a more level playing field. The 

deal, signed in the Caribbean island of 
Barbados and blessed by the US gov-
ernment, called for the presidential 
election to take place in the second 
half of the year, extend invitations to 
international electoral observers and 
allow parties to choose their candi-
dates so long as they comply with the 
law.

The agreement earned Maduro re-
lief from some economic sanctions on 
the oil, gas and mining industries. But 
the US government already reversed 
part of the relief over what it consid-
ers Maduro’s noncompliance with the 
agreement.

Brian Nichols, US assistant sec-

retary of state for western hemi-
sphere affairs, in a tweet Wednesday 
condemned the arrests and warrants 
against the members of the opposi-
tion.

“Maduro’s escalating attacks on 
civil society and political actors are 
totally inconsistent with Barbados 
Accord commitments but will not sti-
fle the democratic aspirations of the 
Venezuelan people,” he tweeted. “We 
call for the immediate release of these 
individuals and all those unjustly de-
tained.”

The election is scheduled for July 
28. The candidate registration period 
runs from March 21-25.

cont’d from pg 15

Delhi’s chief minister arrested 
over corruption claims

Police surrounded Arvind Kejriwal’s home as it was searched.
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

By Nadine Yousif
Canada is planning to 

set limits on the number of 
temporary residents it lets in 
for the first time in its his-
tory.

Immigration minister 
Marc Miller said on Thurs-
day that the number will be 
reduced over the next three 
years, with the first cap to 
be set in September.

It will apply to interna-
tional students, as well as 
foreign workers and asylum 
claimants.

The minister has previ-
ously spoken about revising 
immigration targets due to 
an affordability and housing 
crisis.

In his announcement, 
Mr Miller said that Canada 
plans to reduce the number 
of temporary residents to 
5% of the population, down 
from the current 6.2%.

He added that the move 
is to ensure “sustainable” 
growth in the number of 
temporary residents coming 
into Canada.

In recent years, Mr Mill-
er said Canada has seen a 

“sharp increase” of tempo-
rary residents admitted to 
the country.

As of 2024, the minister 
said there are a total of 2.5 
million temporary residents 
in Canada. This is up from 
nearly one million in 2021, 
according to figures by na-
tional data collection agen-
cy Statistics Canada.

The country relies heav-
ily on temporary foreign 
workers to fill labour short-
ages, Mr Miller noted, but 
said “changes are needed to 

make the system more effi-
cient”.

It also has international 
obligations to let in those 
who are fleeing war and po-
litical prosecution.

“To be clear, these are 
important global commit-
ments to Canadians,” Mr 
Miller said. “At the same 
time, there should be an 
honest conversation about 
what the rise of internation-
al migration means for Can-
ada as we plan ahead.”

As part of the new poli-

cy, officials said some Cana-
dian businesses will have to 
reduce the number of tem-
porary foreign workers they 
rely on by 1 May, and will 
have a shorter window to 
prove that these jobs could 
not be filled by a permanent 
resident or a Canadian citi-
zen.

Two exceptions to the 
rule will be workers in the 
construction and healthcare 
sectors - both of which are 
facing labour shortages in 
Canada. These workers 
will be allowed to enter the 
country at current levels un-
til at least 31 August.

According to Statistics 
Canada, the majority of tem-
porary residents - around 
40% - in 2021 had a work 
permit. Students represent-
ed 22% of temporary resi-
dents, and asylum claimants 
accounted for 18%.

Mr Modi “is scared of Kejriwal”.
“They can arrest Kejriwal but not his 

thoughts. We will continue to fight his ar-
rest and the unjust policies of Mr Modi’s 
government,” Mr Pandey said.

Two other AAP leaders, Sanjay 
Singh and Manish Sisodia, were arrested 
last year in the same case.

They are among several prominent 
opposition leaders subject to criminal in-

vestigations many say are politically mo-
tivated.

Rahul Gandhi, the most prominent 
member of the opposition Congress party, 
was convicted of criminal libel last year 
after a complaint by a member of the BJP.

His two year prison sentence saw him 
disqualified from parliament for a time un-
til the verdict was suspended by a higher 
court, but this has raised concerns over the 
state of democracy in India.

cont’d from pg 16

Canada to set first-ever  
cap on temporary residents

Canada’s immigration minister Marc Miller.
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Reigning back-to-back 
champions, Caribbean Al-
liance Insurance (CAI) Da 
Squad, continued their suc-
cessful start in defense of 
their Female Division 1 title 
in the Antigua and Barbu-
da Amateur Volleyball As-
sociation’s (ABAVA) Lo-
cal League on Wednesday 
night.

CAI Da Squad won 
for the second time in as 
many games by cruising to 
a 3-0 victory against former 
champions Paragons in the 
first encounter of a double 
header at the indoor stadium 
at the YMCA Sports Com-
plex.

Da Squad emerged vic-
torious over Paragons, 25-
18, 25-18, 25-13, in approx-
imately one hour and 14 
minutes.

The Renegades made a 
winning start to their cam-
paign in the men’s Division 
1 competition. The Rene-
gades cruised to a 3-0 win 
against High Flyerz 2 in the 
second game on Wednes-

day.
The Renegades won 

25-21, 25-20, and 25-15 in 
approximately one hour and 
nine minutes.

Top Ranking Storming 
Lions made it two wins in 
as many games in the Men’s 
Division I competition by 
romping to a 3-0 win against 
the Sharks.

Man of the Match, Cai-
ron Davis, propelled the 
Storming Lions to their 26-
24, 25-22, 25-17 victory in 
approximately one hour and 
22 minutes.

Defending Men’s Di-
vision 1 champions, Ston-
eville, also made a success-
ful start in defense of their 
title.

Stoneville opened their 
campaign with a 3-0 win 
against newcomers, the In-
vaders, who lost for the sec-
ond time in as many games.

Man of the Match, Adri-
an Constant, guided Ston-
eville to their 25-23, 31-29, 
25-19 victory over the In-
vaders in approximately one 
hour and 22 minutes.

Others had a combination of per-
mits - either study and visa, or are fam-
ily members of temporary residents.

Thursday’s announcement was 
criticised by advocates for temporary 
foreign workers, who told Canadian 
news outlet Global News that migrants 
work under precarious conditions 
and have been «scapegoated for the 
affordability and housing crisis».

It comes as Canada reinstated visa 
requirements for Mexican nationals 
due to a surge of asylum seekers from 
Mexico.

Earlier this year, Mr Miller also set 
a limit on the number of internation-
al students admitted to Canada for the 
next two years, resulting in a planned 
decrease of 35% in approved study 
permits.

Over 800,000 foreign students 
were in Canada in 2022, up from 
214,000 a decade earlier.

That move has also been criticised, 
namely by some post-secondary insti-
tutions across the country, who said 
they worry that it will deter students 
from coming to Canada and drive 
them to study elsewhere.

Some universities said a cap would 
mean a loss of revenue for their insti-
tutions.

The caps represent a significant 
shift in policy for Canada, which has 
historically relied on open immigra-
tion to fill job vacancies and address 
its rapidly-aging workforce.

They come as the Trudeau gov-
ernment faces growing pressure to 
address an increasingly unaffordable 
housing market. Home prices in Cana-
da now average C$700,000 ($517,400; 
£408,750) and rent for Canadians has 
risen 22% in the last two years.

cont’d from pg 17
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Da Squad claim second win in 
defense of female volleyball club title
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FC Master Ballerz recorded the 
largest margin of victory in the An-
tigua and Barbuda Football Asso-
ciation’s (ABFA) Second Division 
League on Wednesday.

They achieved the feat by romp-
ing to an 18-0 drubbing of the Young 
Warriors at Buckley’s Primary School 
playing field.

Brandon Satchell and Zawandi 
Weatherhead each scored four goals, 
and Teejay Roberts struck a hat-trick. 
Amejah Nibbs and Shareem Richards 
each converted twice, and Eric More-
ta, Rushane Dench, and Marlon Peters 
each scored once.

Their eighth win in 13 matches 
carries FC Master Ballerz to fifth place 
with 28 points, while the Young War-
riors, who have already conceded over 
100 goals in just 13 matches, slipped 
into the cellar on goal difference with 
three points.

The JSC Progressors get their first 
win to move out of the cellar. They 
beat ABAYA of Parham 3-0 at the 

ABFA Technical Center. Elmore Lew-
is scored twice with conversions in 
the 27th and 36th minutes, and Walter 
Bellot scored in the 31st minute.

Their first win in 11 matches al-
lows JSC Progressors to move to sec-
ond from the bottom of the standings 
on goal difference with three points.

ABAYA remains third from the 
bottom of the standings with six points 
after suffering their 11th defeat in 13 
matches.

Urlings scored four goals in the 
first half to prevail 4-3 against Bel-
mont FC at the ABFA Technical Cen-
ter.

Goals by Kestone Daley in the 6th 
minute, Jahmiah Daniel in the 10th, 
Kion Jackson in the 16th, and Raheem 
Horsford in the 26th minute gave Url-
ings a four-nil lead.

But Belmont just fell short after 
staging a fightback to claw their way 
back into the match with goals from 
Nyah Michael in the 28th minute, 
Conroy Brown, who converted a pen-

alty kick in the 41st minute, and Jahvi-
er Joseph in the 57th minute.

Their seventh win in 13 matches 
allows Urlings to jump above Belmont 
FC into seventh place with 25 points. 
Belmont FC dropped to ninth place 
with 23 points after slumping to their 
sixth defeat in 15 matches.

Blackburn Palace and Golden 
Grove battled to a 3-3 draw in their 
Second Division encounter at the Prin-
cess Margaret School playing field.

Diondre Harrigan struck a hat-
trick for Blackburn Palace with goals 
in the 3rd, 31st, and 45th minutes. At-
tian Fabian scored in the 40th minute, 
Tyler Isaac had a 44th-minute conver-
sion, and Calroy Douglas scored in the 
68th minute for Golden Grove.

Their fifth draw in 16 matches 
allows Blackburn Palace to move up 
to sixth place with 26 points, while 
Golden Grove dropped down to eighth 
place on goal difference with 28 points 
after drawing for the first time in 15 
matches.

The FC Master Ballerz football team. (File photo)

FC Master Ballerz win by biggest 
margin in Second Division this season
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Defending Under-7 
champions Pigotts Bullets 
kept their unbeaten run in-
tact during the third week 
of matches in the Gomez/
Netherlands Insurance Youth 
Football League.

The Pigotts Bullets re-
corded their third win in as 
many games by surging to a 
3-0 victory against TAMO 
FC in their encounter in the 
annual youth league, which 
is being played at St. An-
thony’s Secondary School at 

Langfords.
Last year’s third-place 

finishers, Generation Next 
Football Club (GNFC) Reb-
els A, claimed their second 
win in three games by pull-
ing off a 3-0 victory against 
Young Warriors FC.

CPTSA Wings FC 
notched up their first win 
in three games by securing 
a 2-0 win against GNFC 
Rebels I, which lost for the 
first time after winning their 
previous two matches in the 

Under-7 division.
Reigning Under-9 divi-

sion champions, the GNFC 
Rebels, won for the second 
time in three outings, romp-
ing to a 3-0 victory against 
CPTSA Wings FC.

Last year’s third-place 
finishers, Pigotts Bullets FC, 
kept their unbeaten run in-
tact, snatching a 2-1 victory 
against TAMO FC to claim 
their third win in as many 
games.

Five Islands FC also ex-

tended their unbeaten run to 
three wins in as many match-
es with a 3-0 victory against 
the Young Warriors FC.

Reigning Under-13 di-
vision champions Villa Li-
ons launched their title de-
fense with a 4-0 drubbing of 
Greenbay Hoppers FC.

Last year’s third-place 
finishers, TAMO FC, re-
bounded from an opening 
round defeat against the 
Young Warriors to secure 
their first win in two matches 
with a 3-1 victory against the 
GNFC Rebels 1. 

Pigotts Bullets FC won 
for the second time in as 
many games with a 3-1 vic-
tory against the Young War-
riors FC.

Last year’s second-place 
finishers, the GNFC Reb-
els, notched up their second 
win in the Under-15 division 
with a 3-1 victory against 
Old Road FC.

However, the GNFC 
Rebels lost for the first time 
in three matches, suffering a 
one-nil defeat against Cut-
ting Edge FC, which claimed 
their second win in as many 
games.

Five Islands and CPTSA 
Wings also won for the sec-
ond time in as many games 
in the under-15 division.

Five Islands romped to 
a 9-0 drubbing of Jennings 
Ebenezer FC, and CPTSA 
Wings FC also romped to a 
7-1 victory against Jennings 
Ebenezer FC.

Sports News
Teams continue to battle in 

Gomez/Netherlands Insurance 
Youth Football League
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Da Project and the 
Honourable Gaston 
Browne Pointville Ballers 
recorded wins in the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Basket-
ball Association’s (ABBA) 
Second Division League 
on Wednesday night.

Da Project recorded 
their third win in four en-
counters with a 60-54 vic-
tory against Lava Smoke 
Shop Lower Ottos War-
riors in the first game of a 
double header at the JSC 
Sports Complex.

Bryan Matthew sank 
20 points and claimed 19 
rebounds; Eric Joseph 
converted 14 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds; Ty-
ler Jacobs sank 11 points; 
and Olivee Morris chipped 
in with eight points, six as-
sists, and five steals for Da 
Project.

Ariel Quallis produced 
a game-high 25 points 
with nine rebounds and 
five assists, and Kwame 
Huntley had 10 points and 
nine rebounds for the Lava 

Smoke Shop Lower Ottos 
Warriors, who lost for the 
second time in five games. 

The Honourable Gas-
ton Browne Pointville Bal-
lers claimed their second 
win in six games with a 
66-41 victory against Ce-
cil Charles Cristos United 
in the second game.

Kebo Orford produced 
21 points, nine rebounds, 
five assists, and five steals; 
Skyy Nedd also sank 21 
points; Connell Nedd had 
17 points, 13 rebounds, 

seven steals, and six as-
sists; and Khalid Shabazz 
grabbed 14 rebounds and 
scored seven points for the 
Pointville Ballers.

Dorian James convert-
ed 20 points and snatched 
12 rebounds; Neville 
Chambers scored 10 points 
and grabbed 19 rebounds; 
and Manlight Simmons 
claimed 19 rebounds and 
scored nine points for Ce-
cil Charles Cristos United, 
who suffered their fourth 
loss in five games.

Four teams will battle for places 
in the final of the Antigua Commer-
cial Bank (ACB) Caribbean Parish 
League Dave Joseph Limited Overs 
Championship this weekend.

Mahico will face Sea View Farm 
in the first semi-final at Clare Hall 
on Saturday. Otis Burton and Nigel 
Browne will umpire at Clare Hall.

Masters will take on Freetown at 
Clare Hall in the second semi-final 
at Clare Hall on Sunday. 

Dirk Schouten and Garfield Ja-
cobs will officiate in Sunday’s en-
counter.

The winners of both matches, 
which will commence at 1:30 pm, 
will advance to the final. 

Meanwhile, defending champion 
PIC Insurance Liberta Blackhawks 
and Empire Nation will clash in the 

final of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Cricket Association’s (ABCA) two-
day championship on Saturday.

The final, which will commence 
at the Pigotts playing field at 11 am, 
will feature the same two teams that 
contested the two-day championship 

decider last year.
The Blackhawks claimed the 

two-day title last year after beating 
the Empire Nation on first innings of 
the final, which ended in a draw at 
King George V Recreation Ground 
in Gray’s Farm.

Wins for Da Project and Pointville 
Ballers in ABBA’s Second Division 

Teams to battle in semi-
finals of Dave Joseph 
Parish League contest
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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The Uprising Gym Boxing and 
Lucky Eddi’s, in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Sports, will be host-
ing an event called “Fight Night on 
Saturday, March 23.

The event, which will take place 
at Lucky Eddi’s in English Har-
bour, will consist of boxing match-
es, MMA (mixed martial arts) fights 
featuring the Wadadli Warriors, and 
arm wrestling matches, commencing 
at 8 pm.

Some of the five boxing match-
es on the card will feature Antiguan 
boxers against their counterparts 
from St. Lucia.

The feature bout or main event 
will be a lightweight clash between 
Antiguan Joshua “Pressure Cooker” 
Tousaint and St. Lucian Arthur “Pi-
goen Man” Henry.

Taliek Henry of Antigua will 
challenge Jose Matthew of St. Lucia 
in the lightweight division.

There will also be a lightweight 
contest between St. Lucia’s Danail 
Cooman and Antigua’s Leon Laudat.

Antiguan Osahar Browne will 
take on Joshua Rene of St. Lucia in a 
heavyweight showdown.

Antiguan boxers Alex Barber and 
Quanlee Henry will also meet in a 
heavyweight clash.

Antiguans Jerrel Jules and Dane 
Percival will meet in an MMA super 
lightweight clash.

The event will also feature three 
right-handed arm wrestling match-
ups. Nickson Grove will challenge 
Omarion Boyle, Nivron Browne will 
tackle Shakumba Bright, and Kayce 
Simmons will take on Hennis Joseph.

Tickets for general admis-
sion cost EC$30, ringside seats are 
EC$50, and a VIP platform, inclu-
sive of food, costs EC$150.

Antiguan and St. Lucian boxers 
to clash at ‘Fight Night’ event


