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PM speaks to: Economic
growth, the water situation
and youth violence

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
has delivered a very optimistic and
upbeat New Year’s Day message to
the people of Antigua and Barbuda
highlighting the nation’s successes
of the past twelve months and the
expectations of continued economic
buoyancy in the year ahead.

The prime minister said that was
filled with ‘great optimism’ as to-
gether the nation has embarked ‘up
the pathway that is illuminated so
brightly before us’.

“In the face of adversity, our
nation has not only weathered the
storm, but has emerged with resil-
ience and strength, demonstrating
the true spirit of our indomitable
people,” he remarked.

PM Browne recalled that sever-
al external financial institutions and
agencies have concluded that Anti-
gua and Barbuda experienced much
growth in economic activity over the
past twelve months.

The United Nations Commission
on Latin America and the Caribbean
reports that the economy achieved
remarkable growth in 2023, soaring
by 8.5%. This is keeping with the 8.6
percent average rate of growth for
the past three years, as reported by
the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank.

“Looking ahead, the projection
for 2024 is equally favourable, with
an expected growth rate of 8.2%,” he
highlighted.

The prime minister pointed to the
several tourism projects that are in
the pipeline ready to start this year
and which are expected to provide
the impetus for continued growth es-
pecially in the critical construction

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
sector. He even hinted that the coun-
try may have to resort to allowing
in temporary labour to meet the de-
mands of the expanding construction
sector.

However, amidst his satisfaction
with the economy of the past year
and his expectations for the future,
the prime minister said he is still not
happy with the situation regarding
the inconsistent supply of water.

“Do not believe for one second
that I am not concerned about the
inconsistency in the production and
distribution of water. I am.

“We intend to make additional
investments to increase the reliabil-
ity of water production and distribu-
tion in 2024. We have indicated to
the staff at APUA that we want con-
sistent results and we will be holding
them accountable to high standards
of performance,” he declared.
Turning to the issue of youth vio-

lence, PM Browne said he is obliged
on this occasion, as the nation looks
forward to a year of continuing
progress, to sound a word of caution
about increasing incidents of vio-
lence involving the youth.

“This matter saddens me, as I
am sure it distresses all responsible
adults in our beloved homeland. We
have seen or heard of how youth vi-
olence has spiraled in other parts of
the Caribbean, with homicides rising
and parents terrified for their chil-
dren. This phenomenon must find no
welcome here,” he stated.

He warned that all the nation’s
social and economic advancement
could be blighted by the rise in youth
violence.

“That’s why all of us must come
together to convert the energy and
aspirations of our youth into focused
and disciplined pursuit of better
lives,” he added.



TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2024

Local News

PAGE 3

Customs revenues
top $400 million mark

The Customs and Ex-
cise Division is reporting
that revenue collections
for 2023 have topped the
400-million-dollar ~ mark
for the first time in the na-
tion’s history.

Comptroller of Cus-
toms, Raju Boddu, said the
figures at the end of last
Friday December 29, the
last working day of 2023,

the collections totaled
$403 million.
“Customs revenues

breached 400-million-dol-
lar mark. We closed the
year at $403 million for the
year 2023 in comparison
to $382.1 million in 2022.
This represents a 5.5%
growth over the previous
year. The pre-COVID year
2019 was our previous
high at $389.8 million,” he
told Point Express news-
paper.

Put in dollar terms,
the 5.5 percent increase is
nearly $21 million more
than the collections total
for all of 2022.

Boddu credits in-
creased collections to sev-
eral factors; notably the
improved performance of
the economy as well as
better monitoring of im-
plementing of the various
processes of the division.

He said reaching an
all-time high in terms of
revenue collections for the
Customs Division is quite

Comptroller of Customs, Raju Boddu

a remarkable milestone
noting that there has been
more enforcement of the
rules as well as training of
the staff to be more effi-
cient in the collection ex-
ercise.

The training allows
the customs officers to be
better equipped to han-
dle cross-border trade and
trade facilitation. Addi-
tionally, he said the fig-
ures reflect the state of the
economy.

According to Boddu
there is much buoyancy
in the economy with more
and more people importing
items, which is a reflection
that many persons in the
society are benefiting from
the increased economic ac-
tivity.

He describes the Cus-
toms Division as a ‘fa-
cilitator’ of the econom-

ic growth. “We facilitate
trade and economic activ-

ity; we are not the police-
man,” he explained.

AUCTION NOTICE
REGISTRATION SECTION BLOCK PARCEL
SOUTH CENTRAL 151987B 227

Instructed by ACB MORTGAGE AND TRUST COMPANY LIMITED, I shall
sell by PUBLIC AUCTION on Tuesday the 16th day of January 2024 at 11:00am
the above residential property at Buckley’s Heights.

The property is under the ownership of LOREAN DENISE ROBERTS (aka
DENISE LOREAN ROBERTS). The land is a 10,890 sq. ft. (0.25 acre) plot with

an approximate 3,841 sq. ft., 2-storey with a partial basement reinforced concrete
building with 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms.

The property is in a quiet residential area with a commanding view of the
surrounding area.

The Auction shall be held on site.

Details of the Auction may be obtained from Mr. Trevor Santos, Public
Auctioneer at telephone numbers: 464-7653 and 562-7653.

Dated this the 15t day of December 2023

Trevor Santos
Licensed Auctioneer
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Budget 2024 takes effect

The 1.9-billion-dollar
National Budget for An-
tigua and Barbuda for the
financial year, 2024, is
now in effect as parliament
mandated that it takes ef-
fect from January 1, 2024.

The 2024 Appropria-
tion Bill was signed into
law by the Governor Gen-
eral, Sir Rodney Williams,
after the bill was approved
by both houses of parlia-
ment in late December.

With the installation
of the new National Bud-
get, there are a number of
things that also take effect.
The two percent increase
on the ABST, a ten percent
increase on the taxes on al-
cohol and tobacco as well

as a higher rate of taxes for
properties valuing more
than $3 million all begin
immediately.

The government is

forecasting continued eco-
nomic growth for Anti-
gua and Barbuda in 2024.
This is based on projected
growth in the hotels sector

from the point of view of
increased occupancy as
well as the start-up of sev-
eral hotel projects.

This is expected to give
a boost to the construction
sector, the second leading
contributor to economic
growth after tourism.

The government is also
promising increased spend
on infrastructural devel-
opment as it makes a con-
certed effort to repair and
upgrade the country’s pri-
mary, secondary and tertia-
ry road networks.

Education will receive
the biggest slice of the
budget followed by the
Ministry of Health and the
Environment.
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(" WASH YOUR HANDS WITH SOAP \
FOR AT LEAST 20 SECONDS

» Before eating or handling food
« After using the bathroom
» After touching pets or animals
e After handling rubbish

WV

\_

CATCH YOUR COUGH OR SNEEZE
IN A CLEAN TISSUE, AND TOSS IN
THE BIN

* Then wash your hands or use hand sanitizer )

AVOID PUTTING YOUR HANDS IN A
YOUR EYES, EARS, NOSE OR MOUTH

* Germs spread this way

GRAFINKZ

For more information u n iCef @

or assistance:
Call (268) 462-5622 .
or visit us on Lower High Street, fOr every Chl |d

St. Johns, Antigua.

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
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January salaries to
reflect full increase

Public sector workers who have
been yearning for salary and wage
increases for some time, will be hap-
py to learn that the remaining nine
percent of the 14 percent increase
agreed to by the government and
their bargaining agents, will go into
effect from January 1, 2024.

Government sources say the
new increases in salaries and wages

for public servants will be reflected
when they receive their January sal-
aries at the end of the month.
Weekly paid workers will see the
new wages reflected on their first
payment following January 1, 2024.
There have been speculations
that the remaining nine percent in-
crease would have been phased in
by the government over a period of

time. But government sources have
dispelled those suggestions indicat-
ing that the full nine percent will be
added to wages and salaries from
January 1.

The government had paid a five
percent increase to all public ser-
vants at the end of 2021 ahead of the
conclusion of the negotiations pro-
cess.

Cabinet approved re-purposing
of lands at agrlcultural statlon

The Cabinet has agreed
to the re-purposing of sev-
eral acres of land that were
formally part of the Dun-
bar’s Agricultural Station
into lands for housing and
commercial development.

Agriculture  Minister
E.P Chet Greene said the
decision by the Cabinet
was made several months
ago in recognition of the
fact that the area of Friar’s
Hill Road stretching all the
way to the round-about on
the North Shore Road is
being transformed into a
combined residential and
commercial area.

In keeping with this
development, the Cabinet
agreed that the lands that
formerly formed part of the
agricultural station should
be turned over to the Na-
tional Housing and Urban
Renewal and Development
Company (NHURDC) to
undertake housing devel-

opment. Some of the lands
will also be made available
to private sector develop-
ers for commercial use.

The total acreage of
lands involved in the trans-
fer is 40 acres.

This comes as the
NHURDC is currently
spearheading a ‘housing
revolution’ in the country
with developments taking
part in several areas in-
cluding Oliver’s, Bolans/
Jennings, Lightfoot and
Paynters.

This is in response to
a huge demand for qual-
ity homes in the country
which NHURDC has been
mandated to meet in an ex-
peditious and cost-effec-
tive manner.

Greene added that the
Cabinet also mandated
that the agricultural sector
should receive a similar
amount of acreage in an-
other location to allow it to

Agriculture Minister E.P Chet Greene

continue the work that was
being done at the Dunbar’s
Station.

Clearing of the lands at

Dunbar’s has started with
the full knowledge of the
staff at the agricultural sta-
tion.
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Maurice Merchant heads
list of King’s New Year’s
Honours awardees

Three outstanding indi-
viduals have been includ-
ed among the King’s New
Year’s Honours for 2024.

Among them is Mau-
rice Merchant, the Direc-
tor General of Communi-
cations in the Office of the
Prime Minister. He was
awarded the Order of the
British Empire (OBE) in
the Civil Division for ser-
vice to Antigua and Barbu-
da.

Merchant has the dis-
tinction of serving as head

of communications for
three prime ministers.
Additionally, Mer-

chant concurrently serves
as Chairman of the Prime

which thousands of na-
tionals have been award-
ed scholarships to pursue
higher learning in educa-
tional institutions both at
home and across the globe.
He has also served
as Chairman of Chris-
tian Children’s Fund pro-
gramme in the Gray’s
Green community that im-
plemented the first school
uniform and school meals
programme at the Green-
bay Primary School in the
1990°s serving over 300
students on a daily basis.
Merchant also has the
honour of being the lon-
gest serving chairman of
the Carnival Development

Minister’s Scholarship Committee, now the Na-
Programme, through tional Festivals Commis-
NOTICE

As part of the overall improvement in the visiting

experience to the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, ef-
fective Monday 1 st January 2024, the opening hours
are Mondays to Fridays 9 am to 4 pm and Saturdays 9
am to 1 pm.

An entrance fee of US$5.00 or EC$13.00 is being
levied to support the maintenance and ongoing resto-
ration of the Cathedral and its environs.

Visitors are asked to please pay attention to, and
comply with, the relevant signs placed in various places
on the property for their safety.

Schools desirous of visiting the Cathedral are asked
to contact the Deanery office (462-0820 or via email —
cathedral@apuainet.ag) at least 48 hours before the vis-
it. We express thanks and appreciation as we work to-
wards making visits to the Cathedral a very satisfying
experience.

Maurice Merchant

sion. He performed that
role for seven years. He
has also served as chair-
man of the major Carnival
sub-committees.

He has served in var-
ious capacities in both
public and private sector
entities as well as with
church-based groups and
institutions.

Educator and Cultural
icon, Rudolph Davis was
named a Member of the
British Empire (MBE) for
service to youth and com-
munity development in
Antigua and Barbuda. Da-
vis has been a member of
one of Antigua and Barbu-
da’s oldest cultural groups,

the Community Players
and his rich baritone voice
has been a feature at many
public and private events.

He has been principal
of the St. Joseph’s Acad-
emy, one of the country’s
top educational institutions
and he has trained many of
its students to participate in
the annual teenage pageant
of Carnival where invari-
ably they have emerged as
winners.

The third person hon-
oured is Aide De Camp
to the Governor General,
Assistant Superintendent,
Dale Mercury, who re-
ceived the King’s Police
Medal.



TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2024

PAGE 8

Local News

'I|< TER N TTET Y
E.‘?.lﬁgg{ LIRS

APUA sets timeline for completion
of underground conversion

The Antigua Public
Utilities Authority has set
the end of the first quarter
of 2024 for the completion
of the conversion from
overhead to underground
distribution of a portion of

its system along the Friar’s
Hill Road.

In a statement, APUA
said the affected area in-
cludes the distribution net-
work from Government
House to the junction at

the WIOC Pond.

“The Ministry of Hous-
ing, Works, Lands, & Ur-
ban Development has
commenced the National
Highway & Community
Beautification Project on

Central Board of Health

. . Fogging Schedule P -
On Antigua I
January 1st to 5th 2024

The Central Board of Health wishes to advise the general public that as part of the

Mosquito Control Program for the adult Aedes aegypti Mosquito, the Vector Control Unit
will be conducting fogging operations in the following areas

commencing 4:30am

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri

Cooks Estate
Denfields Community

Cooks Estate
Union Rd
Hatton

4:30am Five Islands | Five Islands Hatton

Please take note of the following:
« Persons with respiratory illnesses are kindly asked to take the necessary
precautionary measures
« Motorists are kindly asked to take caution

« Inthe event of inclement weather, such as rain or high winds, fogging will not be
performed. Fogging will then resume on the next available day until the areas are
completed.

« Residents are also encouraged to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes on their

premises and to protect themselves from mosquito bites.

Contact the Vector Control Unit at 764-4327 for more information.

Friars Hill Road, in which
the Antigua Public Util-
ities Authority was con-
sulted on the feasibility of
the project along with the
timeline for the removal of
the overhead lines.

“During the previously
concluded road rehabili-
tation project, the APUA
Electricity, Telecommuni-
cations, and Water Busi-
ness Units would have
made provisions for and
altered infrastructural up-
grades to allow for more
efficient maintenance op-
erations,” a statement from
the authority noted.

According to the state-
ment, as part of these
changes, preparations
were made by the Electric-
ity and Telecommunica-
tions Business Units for an
overhead to underground
conversion. The process
involves installing new
underground cables, trans-
formers, and other neces-
sary equipment.

“The project is a sig-
nificant undertaking that
aims to minimize power
outages caused by inclem-
ent weather conditions and
improve the overall resil-
ience of the electricity net-
work.

The APUA Electricity
Business Unit anticipates
that the energizing of the
underground distribution
system 1is anticipated to
take place by the end of the
first quarter of 2024,” the
statement concluded.
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Smallness and
separateness will not do

By Sir Ronald Sanders

As we stand at the
threshold of 2024, gazing
upon the dawn of a new year
with uncertainty, the time
has come for a profound
reflection on the trajectory
of the 15 Caribbean nations
constituting the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM).

This juncture prompts
the nations of the region
to take stock of the strides
made, recognize the op-
portunities neglected in the
pursuit of individual sov-
ereignty, and confront the
dual challenge of advancing
domestic well-being while
strengthening their global
standing.

In this pivotal moment,
it is evident that the more
pressing threats to CAR-
ICOM's progress emanate
not solely from climate
change, but primarily from
the lack of social cohesion
and political consensus both
within CARICOM nations
and between them.

The choice before CAR-
ICOM countries now is the
same one that has always
confronted them:  either
pursue a closer union that
would make them stronger
together or a march alone,
knowing they would assur-
edly be weaker, but hoping
gambling on good fortune to
muddle through.

So far, CARICOM
countries, or at least, their
political leadership, have

gambled on their ingenuity
to maintain the trappings of
sovereignty while conced-
ing autonomy to external
forces, which, for one rea-
son or another, prop them
up, but maintain their de-
pendence.

Since the 1960s, when
Jamaica, Trinidad and Toba-
go, Guyana, and Barbados
embarked on separate path-
ways of independence, they
and the other CARICOM
countries that followed
them, have had fluctuating
periods of economic and so-
cial development, but none
of them has become inde-
pendent. They have paid
a steep price for cherish-
ing individual sovereignty,
manifested in their small-
ness and in their lack of ca-
pacity to exercise influence
in the world.

The reality is stark: de-
spite commendable strides
on the domestic front, CAR-
ICOM nations remain on
the fringes of global signif-
icance. Economic growth,
for the majority, is stunted,
shackled by burdensome
levels of unsustainable
debt. External shocks, such
as the reverberations of the
COVID-19 pandemic and
the volatility of commodity
prices, further strain their
fiscal capacities

The opportunity missed
lies in the aftermath of the
dissolution of the West In-
dian Federation, as each

Sir Ronald Sanders
nation opted for the allure
of self-reliance. They made
the mistake that the United
States of America did not.
As US historian Carol Ber-
kin put it, the 13 former Brit-
ish colonies formed a union
“on the firm conviction that
a strong government repre-
senting all the peoples of a
Federal State was the surest
path to economic growth
and prosperity, to civil law
and order, and to winning
the respect and recognition
from foreign nations nec-
essary to insure America’s
continued independence”.
And so, it turned out to be.
While over the years, in
recognition of their weak-
ness, CARICOM countries
have established joint insti-
tutions and collective ma-
chinery, they have fallen
short of creating a legally
binding, political umbrella

that would be an effective
instrument for dealing with
critical domestic and for-
eign challenges.

Importantly, CARICOM
leaders failed to do what the
founding fathers of the US
knew to be essential. They
failed to do the hard work
of governance which is to
create a nationalism built
on shared identity as citi-
zens of a united Caribbean.
Thus, the pursuit of separate
sovereignties still hampers
the strength of CARICOM
countries in economic, fi-
nancial, and diplomatic are-
nas.

None should believe
that periods of economic
good fortune that reflects
itself in episodes of eco-
nomic growth are sufficient
when underlying structures
of weakness remain. Even-

cont’d on pg 11
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cont’d from pg 10
tually, it is the fundamental weakness-

es not the occasional successes that
determine national viability.

CARICOM needs to reignite the
flame of genuine independence. To do
so CARICOM countries must reeval-
uate the concept of a Caribbean Sin-
gle Market and Economy, fostering
regional cooperation that transcends
national borders.

In addition to external challenges,
CARICOM countries face a significant
hurdle in the form of internal political
rivalries both within individual states
and among the member nations. The
relentless pursuit of political power
and influence often takes precedence
over the crucial need for social cohe-
sion and national consensus—founda-
tional elements for achieving fair and
balanced regional development.

While diverse opinions on policy
matters are essential in democratic
societies, the detrimental practice of
dismissing opposing views solely for
narrow political gains undermines the
very essence of progress. It becomes
imperative to recognize that prioritiz-
ing regionalism over nationalism is
the key to fostering growth, fortifying
economies, and building the necessary
capacity for true independence.

A looming concern threatening
Caribbean stability is the alarming
surge in gang-related violence, prom-
inently evident in Haiti. The culti-
vation of gangs is not merely a local
predicament but a symptom of orga-
nized crime seeking to destabilize the
Caribbean as hubs for illicit activities.
Addressing this menace necessitates
a united front, built upon social cohe-
sion and national consensus, lest it be-
comes an insurmountable impediment
to economic and political integration.

The time is opportune for leaders
across CARICOM, spanning govern-
ment, opposition parties, the private
sector, unions, and academia, to reig-
nite the vision of deeper integration.

The emphasis should unequivocally
be to pursue regional development and
national interests on parallel tracks,
recognising that each can contribute to
the other. Pursuing national concerns
to the exclusion of regional develop-
ment is self-defeating.

Except for Haiti, the lessons in-
grained in CARICOM s shared history
since the 1930s, underscore the signif-
icance of interdependence, preserving
a distinctive Caribbean identity, and
collectively acquiring the capital and
capacity requisite for the region to
stand as a robust, respected, and influ-
ential area globally.

The road ahead demands a para-
digm shift in our political culture —
one that places social cohesion and
national interest at the forefront. By
transcending political rivalries and
fostering a spirit of collaboration,
CARICOM nations can harness their

collective strength to navigate the
complexities of 2024 and beyond.

The vision of independence within
interdependence remains an attainable
beacon, promising a future of prosper-
ity for the diverse and dynamic nations
that constitute the Caribbean Commu-
nity.

It is not beyond the creativity of the
region to create a constitutional mech-
anism in which CARICOM countries
can assign to a central agency, com-
posed of representatives of their states,
to sustain unity that benefits all. Sep-
arateness and smallness will not do.

(The writer is Antigua and Bar-
buda’s Ambassador to the US and the
OAS. Heis also the current President
of the OAS Permanent Council. The
views expressed are entirely his own.
For comments and previous com-
mentaries, see: www.sirronaldsand-

Job Offer

« Experienced in Aviation is an advaniage
« Must be batween 23 and 30 years of age

dental decorations

« Mon-smoker with an excellent overall health

language is an advantage

Application

TRAINEE CABIN ATTENDANT
At Fly Allways, we move the people who move the world
Keep climbing and apply to join us today!

Fly Allways, a young and dynamic airline company is looking for Trainee Cabin Attendants for
Freelance.

Requiremants for the position of TRAINEE CABIN ATTENDANT

« Length of ladies between 1.65 — 1.85 meters, Preferred weight 48-85 kg
« Length of gentlemen 1.72 — 1.85 meters, Preferred weight 60-T5 kg
« Representative overall pleasing and well-groomed appearance with no visible piercings, lattoos, or

« Mot afraid of fiying! Swimming skills are required
« Fluent communication in English, verbally and in writing. Spanish or Portuguese or another

« Junior college educated with 1 or 2 years of experience in the hospitabty branch

« Available to work flexible/extended hours and able to work in a physically demanding role

. Must pass the required psychological test, medical test, alcohol and drugs test

- Willing to be homa-based in Antigua or nearby. Accept assignment to any basge after training
graduation and relocate or commute (i.e. standby travel) to and from the assigned base location

Ready to join the exciting world of Fly Allways? Please send your CV with a pholo before 15 January
2024 to the HR Team flyallwayshrm@gmail.com/ secretary@flyallways.com +5397 8815522
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Google

settles $5bn lawsuit

for ‘private mode’ tracking

By Annabelle Liang

Google has agreed to settle a US
lawsuit claiming it invaded the pri-
vacy of users by tracking them even
when they were browsing in “private
mode”.

The class action sought at least
$5bn (£3.9bn) from the world’s go-
to search engine and parent company
Alphabet.

Large technology firms have
faced increased scrutiny of their
practices in the US and beyond.

Lawyers representing Google
and its users did not immediately
respond to the BBC’s requests for
comment.

US District Judge Yvonne Gon-
zalez Rogers put a scheduled trial
for the case on hold in California on
Thursday, after lawyers said they had
reached a preliminary settlement.

Judge Rogers had rejected Goo-
gle’s bid to have the case dismissed
earlier this year, saying she could not
agree that users consented to allow-
ing Google to collect information on

their browsing activity.

The terms of the settlement were
not disclosed. However, lawyers are
expected to present a formal set-
tlement for the court’s approval by
February 2024.

The class action, which was filed
by law firm Boies Schiller Flexner
in 2020, claimed that Google had
tracked users’ activity even when
they set the Google Chrome brows-
er to “Incognito” mode and other
browsers to “private mode”.

It said this had turned Google
into an “unaccountable trove of in-
formation” on user preferences and
“potentially embarrassing things”.

It added that Google could not
“continue to engage in the covert
and unauthorized data collection
from virtually every American with
a computer or phone”.

Google said it had been upfront
about the data it collected when us-
ers viewed in private mode, even if
many users assumed otherwise.

The search engine said the col-

lection of search history, even in pri-
vate viewing mode, helped site own-
ers “better evaluate the performance
of their content, products, marketing
and more”.

Incognito mode within Google’s
Chrome browser gives users the
choice to search the internet with-
out their activity being saved to the
browser or device. But the websites
visited can use tools such as Google
Analytics to track usage.

Google faces other lawsuits chal-
lenging its search and digital adver-
tising practices.

Earlier this month, the technolo-
gy giant said it would pay $700m to
settle a lawsuit brought by a group
of US states that accused Google
of quashing competition to its Play
Store on Android devices.

This came days after it lost a US
court battle to Fortnite maker Epic
Games. The video game company
sued Google in 2020 for unlawfully
making its app store dominant over
rivals.
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Incoming CARICOM Chairman says
regional security a critical matter

Guyana will Chair the
Conference of Heads of
Government for the period
January 1 to June 30, 2024,
as President Dr Irfaan Ali
prepares to take the helm as
CARICOM Chairman.

President Ali in a state-
ment as incoming Chair-
man of CARICOM says the
New Year brings renewed
possibilities to continue
targeted programmes to
advance CARICOM’s stra-
tegic priorities with the ob-
jective of pursuing the Re-
gion’s development goals,
and striving for peace and
prosperity across the Ca-
ribbean Community.

He says: “Regional se-
curity is an increasingly
critical matter. We live in a
world where peace is chal-
lenged from one corner of
the universe to the next. We
ended 2023, however, with
CARICOM’s robust role in
assuring the rule of interna-
tional peace and security in
our corner on the world and
ensuring that Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean as a
whole remained a Zone of
Peace. We shall continue
2024 with this respect for
international law. We all re-
main committed to peace-
fully and by legal means
resolving border controver-
sies.”

CARICOM will con-
tinue to address crime and
violence including com-
batting the illegal weapons
trade through its “War on
Guns” campaign. President

Ali says CARICOM will
leave no stone unturned
in efforts to return Member
State, Haiti, to peace and
stability as he maintains the
Region must remain a Zone
of Peace.

Turning to the issue of
the Region’s food and nu-
trition security, President
Ali says despite adverse
challenges, including cli-
mate change, CARICOM
Member States have made
steady progress towards
achieving the ‘25% by
2025’ target to reduce the

Region’s food import bill.
cont’d on pg 15

President of Guyana, Dr Irfaan Ali.
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Ghost guns (Photo:CMC)

American jailed for trafficking
‘ghost guns’ to Dominican Republic

CMC - A 36-year-
old United States national
has been sentenced to more
than five years in jail for
trafficking over 100 “ghost
guns” to the Dominican
Republic,” the US attorney
for the Southern District
of New York, Damian Wil-
liams, has said.

Williams, the son of a
Jamaican-born  physician,
said that Robert Alcantara
was sentenced by US Dis-
trict Judge Vernon S. Brod-
erick after he pleaded guilty
to conspiring to traffic fire-
arms and conspiring to laun-

der money.

“Robert Alcantara alone
trafficked over 100 untrace-
able ghost guns to the Do-
minican Republic. The pro-
liferation of unlawful ghost
guns is a threat to public
safety, and our response is
clear: we will not let up,”
said Williams.

According to  the
charging documents and
other filings and statements
made in court, Alcantara
from 2017 until January
2022, operated a “ghost
gun” factory out of his home
in Rhode Island.

The indictment states
Alcantara purchased ghost
gun kits at gun shows and
other places, and then “ma-
chined the kits into working
firearms.

“Once he had complet-
ed the untraceable firearms,
he exported and sold them
to the Dominican Republic.
Most of those guns were
handguns, but a number
were rifles,” according to
the indictment, noting that
Alcantara and others then
laundered the proceeds of
his gun sales.

The indictment further

cont’d from pg 14

He says the agricultural sector will
continue to be supported with expected
innovations and crucial to this initiative
is the need to improve regional transpor-
tation which will remain one of CAR-
ICOM’s top priorities.

Outgoing Chairman, Dominica’s
Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit was

thanked for his leadership over the last
six months.

President Ali says Guyana looks for-
ward to welcoming all CARICOM Heads
of State and Government to Georgetown
in February 2024, where it will host the
46th Regular Meeting of the Conference
and continue the Community’s activities
to mark CARICOM’s 50th Anniversary.

states that, on November
20, 2021, “Alcantara was
stopped in his vehicle in
possession of kits to build
approximately 45 ghost
guns.

“Alcantara was inter-
viewed by law enforcement
agents and stated that he was
planning to turn the 45 kits
into working firearms, and
he had 50 additional similar
ghost guns at his home.”

In addition to the prison
term, Williams said Alcan-
tara was sentenced to three
years of supervised release.

Williams praised the
“outstanding investigative
work” of the US Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms,
and Explosives and the US
Department of Commerce’s
Office of Export Enforce-
ment, New York Field Of-
fice as well as other US law
enforcement agencies for
their assistance in the case.
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Mexican villagers who killed
extortionists ‘acted in self-defence’

By Vanessa Buschschliiter

Mexican villagers who
killed 10 members of the
notorious Familia Micho-
acana criminal gang will
not be facing any charges
after prosecutors ruled they
had acted in self-defence.

Prosecutors said that
the residents of Texcapil-
la had come “under con-
stant threat” from the gang,
which had tried to extort
money from farmers.

They were summoned
to a football pitch where
gang members opened fire
on them.

But they fought back
with weapons including
shotguns and machetes.

Ten members of the Fa-
milia Michoacana and four
of the locals were killed in
the deadly fight which fol-
lowed. Seven more people
were injured.

In the weeks since
what locals have dubbed
“the massacre on the foot-
ball field”, the residents of
Texcapilla have been tell-
ing the authorities how the
Familia Michoacana had
wielded its power in the
village.

While local business
people have long had to
pay “protection money” to
the gang, the Familia Mi-
choacana has extended its
extortion racket to those
who work the land.

Gang members de-
manded that farmers pay a
fee to the group for every
square metre of the fields
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Hundreds of police have been deployed to Texcapilla after the deadly incident.

they planted, a sort of crim-
inal ground rent.

But after a particularly
poor harvest this year, lo-
cal farmers tried to negoti-
ate a reduced fee in a meet-
ing held on 7 December, to
no avail.

It was after this failed
meeting that the gang or-
dered the farmers to gath-
er at the football pitch for
what sounded like a noon
showdown the next day.

Shortly before that
meeting, the  farmers
agreed to stand up to the
gang and refuse to pay al-
together.

Prosecutors from the
state of Mexico, where
Texcapilla is  located,
have determined that the
gang opened fire first and
that the farmers defended
themselves with “the tools

of their trade”, which in-
cluded sickles, machetes
and shotguns.

Among those killed
was reportedly the leader
of the Familia Michoac-
ana in Mexico state, a man
known as “El Payaso” ,
Spanish for “the clown”.

While the farmers ap-
pear to have scored a vic-
tory on the day, locals have
been living in fear of repri-
sals since the deadly con-
frontation.

They are particularly
concerned about the fate of
14 villagers, among them
four children, who disap-
peared in the days after the
confrontation.

One of them was ab-
ducted from the hospital
where he was being treat-
ed for an injury sustained
during the fight with the

Familia Michoacana.

Nine others, including
the four missing children,
were seized as they were
travelling by car in the area
some days later.

It is feared they have
been taken by the Familia
Michoacana.

Hundreds of members
of the National Guard have
been deployed to the area
to protect the villagers.

The governor of Mex-
ico state, Delfina Gomez,
has promised residents
that officials will not aban-
don them: “I tell you, you
are not alone, we are with
you.”

Security officials say
they want to prevent the
emergence of a vigilante
force, as has happened in
the past in other rural re-
gions of Mexico.
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Israel says war in Gaza expected
to continue throughout 2024

By George Wright

The Israeli military has
said it expects the con-
flict in Gaza to continue
throughout 2024.

In a new year’s mes-

sage, the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) spokesman
said troop deployments

were being adjusted to pre-
pare for “prolonged fight-
ing”.

Daniel Hagari said some
troops - especially reserv-
ists - would be withdrawn
to allow them to regroup.

“These adaptations
are intended to ensure the
planning and preparation
for continuing the war in
2024,” he said.

“The IDF must plan
ahead out of an understand-
ing that there will be ad-
ditional missions and the
fighting will continue the
rest of the year.”

He said that some re-
servists would leave Gaza
“as soon as this week” to
allow them to “re-energise
ahead of the coming oper-
ations”.

Some 21,978 people -
mostly women and children
- have been killed in Gaza
since 7 October, according
to the Hamas-run health
ministry. Its latest update
said 56,697 people in Gaza
had been wounded over the
same period.

The figures included
156 people killed and 246
injured in the last 24 hours,
the ministry added.

The latest war was trig-

More than 21,800 people have been killed in Gaza - mostly ch|Idren and women

gered by an unprecedent-
ed cross-border attack by
Hamas gunmen on south-
ern Israel on 7 October, in
which 1,200 people were
killed - most of them civil-
ians - and about 240 others
taken hostage.

Israel continued its
bombardment of Gaza up
until the end of what has
been a dark year in the re-
gion.

The IDF said it killed a
senior Hamas commander
involved in the 7 October
attack, Adil Mismah, in an
overnight strike on the town
of Deir al-Balah.

The Gaza health min-
istry reported at least 48
deaths in overnight bomb-
ing in Gaza City. Witnesses
told the AFP news agency
that another strike killed 20
people sheltering at Al-Aq-
sa University in the city’s
west.

Another strike on Mon-
day morning was said to
have killed at least 10 peo-
ple in the al-Maghazi refu-
gee camp.

The BBC has not been
able to verify the latest bat-
tlefield reports.

A resident of northern
Gaza displaced to the south
of the enclave highlighted
the contrast between New
Year celebrations around
the world and the situation
in Gaza.

“Tonight the sky in
world countries will be lit
by firecrackers, and joy-
ful laughs will fill the air,”
Zainab Khalil, 57, told Re-
uters on Sunday.

“In Gaza our skies are
now filled with Israeli mis-
siles and tank shells that
land on innocent, homeless
civilians.”

The UN says 85% of
Gaza’s 2.4 million people

- almost two million - have
now been displaced.

Thousands of doses of
vaccines against childhood
diseases, including polio
and measles, have been
delivered to Gaza, to help
tackle a growing health
emergency, Reuters reports.

The news agency quot-
ed the Palestinian health
ministry as saying that sup-
plies estimated to cover
vaccinations for up to 14
months had entered through
the Rafah border crossing
with Egypt.

Speaking from Rafah,
Ayadil Saparbekov from
the World Health Organiza-
tion told the BBC that vac-
cines were crucial because
of the conditions in which
Gazans were living.

“Thousands of people
live together in overcrowd-

ed camps with very poor
cont’d on pg 18
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Success for Garden Stars, Willikies
and Hoppers in Premier League

Garden Stars, Willikies, and
Greenbay Hoppers all recorded wins
in the Antigua and Barbuda Football
Association’s (ABFA) Premier Divi-
sion League on Saturday.

Gardens Stars claimed their sec-
ond win in four games by snatching
a one-nil victory against Swetes in
the first game of a triple header at
the ABFA Technical Center.

Following a goalless first half,

Karique Knight scored the only goal
of the match in the 80th minute for
the Garden Stars to advance to six
points after losing their first two
matches.

Swetes remain in the lower half
of the standings with just one point
after losing for the fourth time in
five matches.

Willikies recorded their first
win in four matches by snatching a

2-1 victory against former Premier
League champions Empire in the
second game on Saturday.

Greenbay Hoppers claimed their
fourth win in five games by grabbing
a 4-2 victory against SAP in Satur-
day’s feature match.

The result lifted Hoppers to 12
points, while SAP remain on seven
points after losing for the second
time in five matches.

will re- nance Minister Bezalel

cont’d from pg 17

water conditions, poor hy-
giene and very poor sanita-
tion - these are all breeding
grounds for various diseas-
es,” he said.

Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu said
on Saturday that “the war is
at its height”.

“We are fighting on all
of the fronts,” he said. “We
have huge success but we
also have painful cases.

Achieving victory
quire time.

“As the (army) chief of
staff has said, the war will
continue for many more
months.”

Israel’s

far-right Fi-

Smotrich called for Pales-
tinians to leave Gaza and
make way for Israelis who
could “make the desert
bloom™.
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the Israeli government is
that Gazans will eventual-
ly be able to return to their
homes, though it has yet to
outline how or when this
will be possible.

Air raid sirens sounded
in Tel Aviv and southern
Israel as it saw in the new
year, with Israeli missile
defence systems intercept-
ing rockets fired from Gaza,
AFP reported.

One man who was in
Tel Aviv celebrating the
new year with friends said:
“I was terrified, like it was
the first time I saw missiles.
It’s terrifying.”

Hamas’s military wing,
the Ezzedine al-Qassam
Brigades, said in a video
posted on social media that
it carried out both attacks.

They said M90 rockets
were used in “response to
the massacres of civilians”
perpetrated by Israel.
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LICB plans to switch Hurricanes’
home base from St. Kitts to Antlgua

The Leeward Islands
Cricket Board (LICB) has
announced it will be relo-
cating the home base of its
Cricket West Indies (CWI)
regional franchise team,
the LI Hurricanes, from St.
Kitts to Antigua and Bar-
buda later this year.

According to a media
release, “The LICB release
stated that while the opera-
tional base of the Leeward
Islands Hurricanes will re-
locate to Antigua and Bar-
buda, St. Kitts will now be-
come the home of women’s
cricket in the sub-region.

“The expansion to An-
tigua will include the fran-
chise men’s team using An-
tigua as their main training
venue, while St. Kitts will
become the home of Lee-
ward Islands women’s
cricket.

“From a cricketing per-
spective, we highly antici-
pate that this strategic ex-
pansion will create greater
opportunities for our play-
ers across our eight (8)
territories, facilitate the
increase in cricket being
played, and remove wom-
en’s cricket from being
in the shadows of men’s

cricket.”
However, the LICB
said “the plan will take

place at the start of the sec-
ond quarter of 2024. The
Hurricanes will continue
to train and play match-
es in St. Kitts, to include
the start of the CWI 2024
4-Day Tournament.”

The Leeward Islands Hurricanes squad which claimed the runners-up spot at the 2023 regional
CWI Super50 Cup one-day tournament in Trinidad. (Photo courtesy LICB)

The LICB also stated
that future international
matches will continue to
be hosted at Warner Park

in St. Kitts.
The release stated that
“The Leeward Islands

Cricket Board Ltd. (LICB)
is the body responsible for
the administration, man-
agement, and development
of cricket across eight (8)
territories, namely: Anguil-
la, Antigua and Barbuda,
the British Virgin Islands
(BVI), Montserrat, St.
Kitts, Nevis, St. Maarten,
and the United States Vir-
gin Islands (USVI).

“Since the inception of
the Leeward Islands Hurri-
cane Franchise in 2016, its
operational base has been

in St. Kitts, the headquar-
ters of the Leeward Islands
Cricket Board, but a stra-
tegic expansion is on the
horizon.

“The Leeward Islands
Cricket Board has made
a strategic decision to ex-
pand its operation to all
eight territories, with Anti-
gua and Barbuda being the
immediate focus.”

It adds that “in the re-
cently concluded CWI
Super 50 Tournament, the
LI Hurricanes placed sec-
ond, which showcased our
rising potential. LICB’s
goals are to improve and
develop the standard of
cricket within the Lee-
ward Islands, to increase
the amount of cricket that

is being played within the
region, and to bring youth
and women’s cricket to the
forefront.”

According to the re-
lease, “Mr. Enoch Lewis,
President of the LICB, said
that his board is focused
on bringing about ongoing
improvement to Leeward
Islands cricket, and the
action being taken is with
this objective in mind.

“Administratively, the
board will continue to pur-
sue the registration of its
operations in the remain-
ing six (6) territories in the
future and looks forward to
the positive benefits that
this proactive decision will
bring to Leeward Islands
cricket.”
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Australia’s Warner retires
from ODIs as well as Tests

SYDNEY (Reuters)
- Australia opener David
Warner said on Monday he
had decided to call time on
his One-Day International
(ODI) and Test match ca-
reers to spend more time
with his family.

The 37-year-old, a key
member of the Australia
team that won the 50-overs
World Cup for the sixth
time in India last year, will
play his 112th and final test
against Pakistan at his home
Sydney Cricket Ground
(SCQ) starting on Wednes-
day.

“I said at the World Cup
that I wanted to get through
that ... but I’ve decided to

David Warner

tional Warner, with his wife

and children also present.
Warner scored 22 cen-

Australia’s

against India in the Nov. 19

o

more ODI hundreds than
Warner’s 22.

victory

also announce my retirement
from that format,” Warner
told reporters at the SCG.
“It’ll help the one-day
team move along a bit ... but
if they need me, they know
where I am,” said an emo-

turies and 6,932 runs at an
average of 45.30 over 161
one-day internationals after
his debut in January 2009,
winning two World Cups in
the format.

final of the World Cup last
year remains Warner’s last
ODI outing. He was Aus-
tralia’s leading scorer in the
tournament.

Among his compatriots,
only Ricky Ponting (30) has

A sought-after name in
franchise cricket, the ag-
gressive opener remains
available for Australia in the
game’s shortest format and
is hopeful of playing the T20
World Cup in June.

Five Islands stay atop of First Division League

Five Islands have remained un-
beaten leaders of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Association’s (ABFA)
First Division League.

Five Islands won for the fourth time
in five games by securing a 2-1 victory
against the Liberta Black Hawks at the
King George V Recreational Grounds
during the latest round of matches.

Jamal Joseph scored in the 12th
minute, and Jaheim Jeremy had an
88th-minute conversion for Five Is-
lands, while Jaden Joseph scored in
the 30th minute for the Liberta Black
Hawks.

The result meant that Five Islands
will remain at the top of the 11-team
round-robin competition by advancing
to 13 points, while the Liberta Black
Hawks remain third from the cellar on
three points after losing for the third
time in four encounters.

Attacking Saints and Fort Road
also recorded wins in the First Divi-
sion League.

The Attacking Saints claimed their
third win in four matches by hammer-
ing Bendals five-nil at the Bendals
playing field to move into second place
behind Five Islands with 10 points.

Fort Road ended a run of three
consecutive defeats by romping to a
5-2 victory against the Young Lions of
Old Road at the ABFA Technical Cen-
ter.

Potters Tigers and Lion Hill fought
to a 2-2 draw at the ABFA Technical
Center. Joshua Daniel converted in the
77th minute, and Brian Davis scored
in added time (90+1 minute) for the
Potters Tigers.

Both teams scored in the first half
as Bolans and Police battled to a 1-1
draw in their encounter at the Jen-

cont’d on pg 21
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Players of the Fort Road women’s football team. (File photo)

Fort Road remain unbeaten
in women’s league

Fort Road have main-
tained their unbeaten run
during the fourth round of
matches in the Antigua and
Barbuda Football Associ-
ation’s (ABFA) Women’s
League.

Fort Road secured their

seventh consecutive win by
romping to a six-nil drub-
bing of All Saints United at
the ABFA Technical Center.

The result meant that
Fort Road continue to lead
the competition with 21
points from seven matches,

while All Saints United re-
main in the cellar with three
points after losing for the
sixth time in seven outings.

Knockout  champions
Cutting Edge prevailed 2-0
against Wadadli United in
a contentious women’s di-

cont’d from pg 20

40th-minute conversion.

nings playing field. Jaric Richards put Bo-
lans ahead with a 36th-minute strike, and
the Police equalized via Floyd Prince’s

The result allowed Bolans to pick up
their first points after losing their previous
three matches, while the Police moved on
to five points after drawing for the second
time in four encounters.

vision encounter, which re-
sulted in three players being
sent off after receiving red
cards for fighting during the
match.

Cutting Edge remain in
second place by advancing
to 10 points after securing
their third win in six match-
es.

Wadadli United remain
in third place on nine points
after suffering their third
loss in six encounters.
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Grenades maintain perfect
run in Premier League

Reigning champions
Sandals Inet Jennings Gre-
nades have continued their
dominance of the nation’s
top domestic football league
by extending their unbeaten
run to five matches on Sun-
day.

Grenades continue to
lead the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Association’s
(ABFA) Premier Division
after completing a 4-1 drub-
bing of Pigotts Bullets in
the feature match of a triple
header at the ABFA Techni-
cal Center.

Leaus Henville and
Quinton Griffith each scored
twice as the Grenades ad-
vanced to 15 points to remain
at the top of the 15-team
round-robin competition.

Henville struck in the
5th and 10th minutes, while
Griffith’s conversions came
in the 42nd and 52nd min-
utes. Kimon Harrigan scored
a late consolation goal for
the Pigotts Bullets in the
77th minute.

The result meant that the
Pigotts Bullets would remain
on four points after suffering
their third loss in five match-
es.

Nazir McBurnette scored
twice as All Saints United
claimed their third win in
four games by romping to a

Players of the Sandals Inet Jennings Grenades football team.

4-0 victory against winless
Green City in the second
match on Sunday.

McBurnette had con-
versions in the 6th minute.
D’Andre Bishop scored in
the 31st minute, and Mal-
colm Stewart converted a
penalty kick in added time
(90+6 minutes).

All Saints United played
most of the second half with
10 men after losing the ser-
vices of Roneba Cordice,
who received a red card in
the 48th minute for denying
an obvious goal-scoring op-
portunity.

The result ensured that

All Saints United would
advance to 10 points, while
Green City would remain
without a point after losing
for the fifth time in as many
games.

John Hughes and the As-
ton Villa Lions battled to a
2-2 draw in Sunday’s open-
ing Premier League encoun-
ter.

Deno Bryan converted
a penalty kick in first-half
added time (45+3 minutes)
to give John Hughes a one-
nil halftime lead. But Villa
Lions equalized almost im-
mediately after the break via
Eroy Gonsalves’ 46th-min-

File photo)

——————

ute conversion.

Joylan Sinclair scored in
the 53rd minute to give the
Villa Lions a 2-1 lead, but
John Hughes drew level in
the 71st minute when Hanel
Burrell scored the equalizer.

Villa will move on to 11
points after drawing for the
second time in five matches,
while John Hughes will ad-
vance to seven points from
the same number of encoun-
ters.

The Premier League will
continue today when the Ot-
tos Rangers tackle Old Road
at the ABFA Technical Cen-
ter at 6 pm.
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